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Visit on November 1 and you’ll be left wondering where 
all the people have gone. The answer, as unexpected as 
it might sound, is the cemetery. Expect Poland to shut 
down to mark All Saints’ Day, with every man and his dog 
descending on the local graveyard to light candles and say 
prayers for the departed. Read more on page 109.  

Uprising Museum? Check. National Museum? Check. So 
what to do once you’ve finished with the A-list sights? 
A retreat to the pub is one answer, more museums is 
another. And there’s plenty of them, from ones celebrating 
the cops to others glorying in Poland’s sporting triumphs 
(really). See page 8 to read more about the museums you’ll 
never have heard of. 
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An excellent place for EVENING WINING & DINING,
business lunch and delicious breakfast

International & Polish cuisine                Happy hour 4 pm - 7 pm

only 20 meters away from The Westin, Radisson SAS and Mercure hotels

al. Jana Pawła II 23,  tel. 022 6539600, atrio@atrio.waw.pl, www.atrio.waw.pl

Opening hours
8 am – 12 pm

closed on Sunday
E S S E N T I A L  C I T Y  G U I D E S

Copyright notice 
Text and photos copyright WIYP Sp. 
z o.o. 1999-2009. Maps copyright 
cartographer. All rights reserved. No part 
of this publication may be reproduced 
in any form, except brief extracts for 
the purpose of review, without written 
permission from the publisher and 
copyright owner. The brand name In Your 
Pocket is used under license from UAB 
In Your Pocket (Vokieciu 10-15, Vilnius, 
Lithuania tel. (+370-5) 212 29 76).

Editor’s note
The editorial content of In Your Pocket 
guides is independent from paid-for 
advertising. Sponsored listings are 
clearly marked as such. We welcome all 
readers‘ comments and suggestions. 
We have made every effort to ensure 
the accuracy of the information at the 
time of going to press and assume no 
responsibility for changes and errors.

Twenty years back David Hasselhoff, IYPs official 
musical mascot, stood on the Berlin Wall belting out 
‘Looking for Freedom’ to the gathered masses. To 
many, if not the historians, the event drew a clear 
line under the communist years, signaling loud and 
clear that Europe was liberated from the menace of 
Moscow. While the road to freedom may have ended 
with Hasselhoff, it started in Poland; back in the fifties 
Poznań was home to a brief but bloody revolt – the 
first against post-war Soviet hegemony. Decades later 
the Solidarity movement was born in Gdańsk, lighting 
the touch-paper for the popular protest that would 
eventually sweep across Central and Eastern Europe. 
Wrought from the carnage of communism Free 
Poland had a lot of adapting to do, and fast. 
Euphoria was short lived, with the reality of shock 
capitalism providing winners and losers in unequal 
measure. Nowhere have these changes been 
more evident than in the capital, a city which for 
so long stood in the sort of gloom that inspired 
Bowie’s seventies suicide song Warszawa. Today, 
miraculously almost, Warsaw has emerged from 
her days as a Wild East frontier town of easy money 
and shotgun politics, dusted herself off and evolved 
into one of the key capitals of Europe. 
Indeed, the Warsaw of now is quite something. 
To some it’s a business city, one of Shanghai 
skyline and corporate opportunity. For others it’s a 
hedonists Hades, while others still prefer to see it 
as a city of Chopin, culture and inescapable history. 
The truth is it’s all of these, with the appeal and 
attractions that refuse to see it boxed into any 
particular package. There is, of course, a long way 
to go. Warsaw is far from the finished article, and 
the physical blemishes are far from discreet. Yet 
it’s these imperfections that add to the aftertaste, 
making Warsaw a bizarre town of old and new, good 
and bad. Whichever you encounter, you won’t be 
forgetting it.

Our team in Russia is preparing a rather special 
In Your Pocket guide right now to tie in with the 
1150th aniversary of the city of Veliky Novgorod. 
Look out for a special supplement in our next Rus-
sian guides and online at russia.inyourpocket.
com. Elsewhere, you can now get your hands 
on Sarajevo In Your Pocket when visiting the 
Bosnian capital, and the same team - who have 
successfully pocketed Slovenia and Bosnia - are 
now turning their attention to Italy, and to Venice. 
 We welcome enquiries from anyone who would 
like to take part in our Pocket Revolution, either 
by contributing content or starting up an IYP. Send 
us an email at publisher@inyourpocket.com.
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Lebanese Restaurant
Le Cedre®

Al. Solidarności 61, Warsaw

tel. 022 670 11 66

www.lecedre.pl

Taste the Exotic!TaTT s e h t
Lebanese & Oriental shop next door  One tram stop from the old town  Catering & Delivery Too!

tt

B elly  Dancer  ever y Friday!

FULLY AIRCONDITIONED

Few cities can claim worse luck than Warsaw. Over time the 
city has been burned by Swedes, smashed by Russians and 
then flattened by Germans. Not surprisingly all that’s left 
Warsaw looking like it’s gone ten rounds in a boxing ring. 
Good looking it most certainly isn’t, but that doesn’t mean 
it’s short on things to see. Sights like the Palace of Culture 
and the Uprising Museum are well documented, but what 
about the bits that get put in the attic and forgotten. Once 
more we’ve championed the underdog, and dug out a secret 
seven museums that have quite possibly never been touched 
by a writers quill before.

Car Museum (Muzeum Motoryzacji i Techniki) 
ul. Warszawska 21, Otrębusy, tel. (+48) 22 758 50 67, 
www.muzeum-motoryzacji.com.pl. Here’s one for the car 
enthusiast. Born in 1995 this out-of-town museum (take 
the train from Warszawa Śródmieście to Otrębusy) currently 
has 300 motors on show, with a hilarious looking US made 
Titan tractor from 1895 constituting the oldest piece of kit 
on display. Then there’s a Chrysler from 1927, a Merc truck 
from 1913 and even cars once used by Monroe and Presley. 
It’s not just about western decadence though, with more 
than a fleeting nod paid to ace communist creations such 
as the Volga, Syrena and Skoda. But this place is more than 
just cars, and the weirdness also includes a Polish 7TP tank, 
WWII motorbikes, a curious looking fighter plane contraption, 
red London bus and rusting engine parts that deserve to be 
buried. Think that’s all? Think again. There’s been some seri-
ous hoarding going on here, with salvaged detritus numbering 
rifles, lamps, bugles, suitcases and street signs. Put simply, if 
you want to make a film, you could do a lot worse than popping 
round here and pinching some gear (precisely what Roman 
Polański did when working on his holocaust pic The Pianist). 
QOpen 08:00 - 17:00, Sun 10:00 - 16:00. Admission 8/5zł, 
children under 7 free.

Firemen’s Museum (Muzeum Pożarnictwa) 
A-3, ul. Chłodna 3, tel. (+48) 22 620 98 27, www.
mazowsze.straz.pl. The first organized fire brigade began 
operations in Warsaw in 1836, and this fabulous museum 
records its intriguing and often disturbing history. Tricky to 
find, the museum is also somewhat confusingly locked dur-
ing its opening hours. Getting in means a game of Russian 
Roulette as visitors take their chances pressing a variety 
of bells and buzzers. On negotiating this initial obstacle 
guests will find themselves handed an English language 
brochure detailing the history of Warsaw’s firemen, and a 
carte blanche to explore the various rooms and chambers. 
Housed in a former fire station the opening room features 
flags, insignia, trumpets and sirens, as well as medals and 
pictures commemorating firemen who perished during 
WWII. From there follow a startled looking curator into a 

room stuffed with uniforms, breathing apparatus and brutal 
looking cutting equipment. Finally, find yourself deposited 
inside a large hall packed with fire engines dating from as 
early as the 18th century. Chillingly, a small side room has 
been reserved for a display of objects destroyed by fire, 
including a charred home computer, and a frazzled wing 
piece recovered from Poland’s biggest air disaster. QOpen 
09:00 - 14:00. Closed Mon, Sat, Sun. Admission free. Y

Museum of Polish People’s Movement Al. 
Wilanowska 204 (Mokotów), tel. (+48) 22 843 38 76, 
www.mhprl.pl. Set in a neo-Renaissance villa designed by 
Italian-born Mary Lanci the Museum of the Polish Peoples 
Movement is an absolute must for museum diehards - just 
try to find any other English-speaker whose been here. As 
the title suggests, everything here is focused on Polish 
people/peasants, with the oldest exhibit being a 17th cen-
tury manuscript approved by King Jan III Sobieski granting 
serfs a tax reduction. Most of these scrolls, documents 
and papers will be lost on the foreign visitor; making more 
sense are the printed materials, which include election 
posters from the interwar years, as well as decrees, ration 
cards and purchase vouchers supplied by the occupying 
Nazis during WWII. Times under communism are particularly 
well represented, and number stirring Soviet chic posters 
encouraging hard work and high production. Very Socialist 
Paradise indeed. 
Patriotism plays a large part in understanding this oddity, 
and art fans will be pleased to find a series of paintings 
depicting peasants in full battle, including of course 
Tadeusz Kosćiuszko doing his bit against the Russkies. 
Stamps, flags, medals and caricatures, they’re all here, as 
well as a great little war-themed section which presents 
bayonets, armbands worn by peasant fighters during WWII, 
first aid kits and a typewriter and printing contraption used 
in the creation of subversive press. QOpen 09:00 - 15:00. 
Closed Sat, Sun.

Car Museum Warsaw © Hiuppo

Firemen’s Museum

www.inyourpocket.com



10

Warsaw In Your Pocket warsaw.inyourpocket.com

SECRET MUSEUMS OF WARSAW

Museum of Priest Jerzy Popiełuszko (Muzeum 
Sługi Bożego Ks. Jerzego Popełuszki) ul. Kardynała 
Stanisława Hozjusza 2 (Żoliborz), tel. (+48) 22 561 
00 56, www.popieluszko.net.pl. You’d probably think a 
museum honouring a priest doesn’t sound like much fun, 
and indeed this place really isn’t. However, it is a very decent 
detour if you happen to be in the Żoliborz area, and that’s 
because Father Jerzy was no ordinary priest. Popieluszko 
came to national attention in the early 80s for his fierce 
anti-communist rhetoric, and with close ties to Radio Free 
Europe and Solidarity it wasn’t long till he fell foul of the 
internal security services. In 1984, with Poland in political 
chaos, they decided to get rid of him altogether. A car accident 
was set up for this purpose, though Popieluszko somehow 
survived unscathed. Six days later he was abducted, beaten 
and murdered, his corpse dumped in a reservoir. His funeral 
drew a crowd of 250,000 mourners and made headlines the 
world over. Today the basement of his former parish church 
has been turned into a museum to remember not just his life, 
but the whole struggle for post-war freedom. Newssheets 
printed by the underground, banners from the Solidarity 
strikes and pictures of the funeral are among the many items 
on display, as are the clothes he was wearing when he was 
kidnapped. Particularly poignant is a curved wall, it’s bricks 
inscribed with the names of martyrs ‘dealt with’ by security 
services between 1981 and 1989. QOpen 10:00 - 16:00, 
Sat, Sun 10:00 - 17:00. Closed Mon, Tue. Donations welcome.

Museum of Sports and Tourism (Muzeum Sportu i 
Turystyki) ul. Wybrzeże Gdyńskie 4 (Żoliborz), tel. (+48) 
22 560 37 80, www.muzeumsportu.waw.pl. Not long back 
museums in Poland were largely dusty affairs with stupid hours 
and hawk like curators ensuring fingers and noses were kept 
well away from the glass. Well here’s the new face of sightsee-
ing, a spanking new glass building that could well have been 
sent down from space. Cynics might say a seven floor Olympic 
Centre is largely wasted on the Poles, a nation which hasn’t 
exactly dominated the planet in the field of sport. This place is 
here to prove the nay’sayers wrong, with over 46,000 exhibits 
testifying to Poland’s contribution to recreation. 
The exhibition starts off with a passing glance to Ancient 
Greece, with Greco busts and murals celebrating the early 
pioneers of games, before moving off in more patriotic di-
rection and leaning towards the more Polski side of things. 
Included are old penny farthing bicycles as well as trophies 
and memorabilia from the Warsaw Rowing Association, ap-
parently the oldest sports organization in town. 
Split into various zones (inter-war years, 70s glory years, Salt 
Lake City etc), this is more than just a thorough look at Polish 
sport, it’s the final word. Film reels and sound effects compli-
ment often hilarious pictures (moustached supermen from 

bygone times triumphantly lifting dumbbells). However this is no 
circus sideshow, and it soon becomes clear that the Poles have 
a proud and distinguished history across all fields, something 
apparent in the Olympic Hall of Fame which features scores of 
medals. Heroes such as ex Man City legend Kazimierz Deyna 
and ski champ Adam Małysz are all celebrated, and the vast 
collection even has room for a kayak once used by Pope John 
Paul II to row around the Mazurian Lakes. QOpen 10:00 - 17:00. 
Closed Mon. Admission 8/4zł. Sat free. Y

Police Museum (Muzeum Policji) A-2, ul. Nowolipie 
2, tel. (+48) 22 603 77 00. It’s a struggle to find this place, 
primarily thanks to a daft address that has you thinking it’s on 
Nowolipie. Well, technically it is, though you’re actually better off 
locating Kino Muranów by Metro Ratusz then heading forth in the 
direction of the grand looking yellow building a couple of hundred 
metres to the side. It’s outside you’ll see a couple of vintage look-
ing cop cars, as well as a riot van once used in the dark days of 
communism when this mob were known as the Milicja. Entrance 
to the museum itself is guarded by a stern looking chap armed 
to the teeth, so abandon any hope of stealing any keepsakes. 
First off, the building itself is worth getting to know a little better; 
originally completed in 1765 it was remodeled in classical style 
in 1824 by Antoni Corazzi. Adorned with sculptures and reliefs 
by Norblin and Malińskiego the palace, formerly the seat of the 
Minister of the Interior, Tadeusz Mostowski, was given a right 
battering during the Warsaw Uprising, and rebuilt in 1949. Since 
then it has operated as police HQ, with the museum added only 
in recent years. The bad news is that there’s actually not much 
to see, at least not right now. In storage are Cold War listening 
devices secreted in light bulbs and ashtrays, uniforms and 
countless other curiosities, though for the time being they remain 
gathering dust in some distant storehouse. Indeed, right now 
the history of Warsaw’s police is limited to documents, badges 
and clippings, and takes up little more than a corridor. Changes 
are anticipated by the end of the year, but probably best not to 
hold your breath. QOpen 10:00 - 14:00. Closed Mon, Wed, Fri, 
Sat, Sun. Admission free.

Wola Museum F-3, ul. Srebrna 12, tel. (+48) 22 624 37 
33, www.muzeumwoli.mhw.pl. Home to nearly 150,000 
people Wola is that great big district to the west of the 
centre, and this museum is here to document Wola’s history 
from 1374 till the present. Run as a branch of the Historical 
Museum of Warsaw, the museum comes housed in gray 
looking neo-renaissance palace dating from 1880, with the 
building indelibly printed in the (mis)fortunes of the district; 
it’s here that the 3rd company of Chrobry II division of the 
Home Army (Poland’s underground military movement) held 
their headquarters during the days of the Warsaw Uprising. 
Operating as a museum since 1974 the collection here fea-
tures over 5,000 film, cultural and propaganda posters, and 
a huge collection of posh pre-war silverware that includes 
a caviar box made by Schiffers and weird looking forks for 
scoffing crabs. Life before 1939 is documented well through 
a series of black and white photos showing Wola before it 
was raped by Dirlewanger (see Warsaw Uprising section), 
as well as busts and portraits of the fat cat industrialists 
who once lived here. 
The war changed Wola forever, and these times are remem-
bered by way of photographs of the Ghetto, as well as bits and 
pieces donated by veterans of the Warsaw Uprising; among 
these personal papers, medals, helmets, radios and sketches 
of post-Uprising incarceration. Last up, fans of PRL Ostalgie 
are going to just love the preserved mags and papers from 
the 60s. Printed for distribution among the workers these 
include zippy looking periodicals such as Życie Kopalni (Coal 
Miners Life).QOpen 11:00 - 18:00, Wed, Fri 10:00 - 15:30, 
Sat, Sun 10:00 - 16:00. Closed Mon. Admission 3,50/2,50zł, 
Thu free. Groups over 10 people 3zł per person.

Museum of Sports and Tourism

Berlin – city of change. 
Twenty years after the Wall came 
down, the city still pulsates with 
history, creativity, variety and 
diversity like nowhere else on 
earth. This is what makes Berlin 
truly unique.

To find out more, visit 
www.mauerfall09.de

be open, be free, be berlin.
www.be.berlin.de

the place to be 

for change. 
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Jumping in a taxi is the easiest way to get into the city, and 
there is a taxi rank right outside Terminal 2 from which three 
certified companies are allowed to operate: SAWA, MPT and 
Merc. The fare to the city centre will cost around 30-40 złoty, 
though be on guard for unlicensed sharks operating in the 
area - they'll charge some three or four times that. Journey 
time takes between 15 and 30 minutes depending on traffic.
Cheapskates can get bus number 175 to the city centre (it ter-
minates at Warsaw's main railway station), which stops in front 
of arrivals at Terminal 2 and Terminal 1. Tickets cost 2.80zł and 
you no longer need an extra ticket for baggage. Remember to 
validate your ticket on boarding in one of the yellow electronically 
operated ‘kasowniks'. Buses run frequently between 04:50 
and 23:00 with journey time taking approximately 25 minutes.

Warsaw Frederic Chopin Airport (Port Lotniczy im. 
Fryderyka Chopina) ul. Żwirki i Wigury 1, tel. (+48) 
22 650 42 20, www.lotnisko-chopina.pl.

Arriving by train
Warsaw Central Station (Warszawa Centralna) is exactly what 
it says on the tin: central. What it isn't is easy to navigate. From 
alighting the train you should take one of the two facing escala-
tors in the centre of the platform which will lead you up into one 
of the underground passages that flank the main hall. Whichever 
side you come up on you will be one level below ground level 
and the ticket hall. To change money look for a Kantor (money 
exchange) sign. Some of these are open round the clock, and 
there is also a Western Union office if you need emergency cash. 
ATMs (bankomats) can be found scattered around with several in 
both the passageways and the main hall (hala głowna). 
Tourist Info (08:00 - 18:00) can be found in the main hall and 
can provide you with maps etc. Tickets for the public transport 
system can be bought from most of the newspaper kiosks. Left 
luggage is located in the underground corridor that runs below 
the main hall. Look for Przechowalnia Bagażu whose stewards 
will look after your bag in return for 7zł per day. Coded lockers 
are also available - 8zł for 24hrs for a big bag, 4zł for a small one. 
Payphones can be found in the main hall with cards available 
from all the kiosks. Connect to a Polish network via mobile by 
getting SIM and pre-paid cards from the same newsagents. 
Both entrances of the main hall are covered by taxi ranks, 
and by passing via tunnels under the main road you'll find bus 
and tram stops though once you enter the signs are more 
of a hinderance than a help and you may never be seen or 
heard of again. Officially sanctioned ELE taxis can be found 
outside the main entrance.
The days of ordering train tickets in fractured Polish are over. 
Now open by the Relay shop close to the arrivals/departure 
board is an office run by Polish rail (info line 022 194 36, www.
intercity.pl). Open from 09:00 - 19:30, the multi-lingual staff 
here can search for the cheapest/easiest connection, sell 
you international and domestic tickets, and can help plan 
your trip for you. The services don't stop there. They can 
organize hotel rooms, restaurant reservations, taxis and 
even flower delivery.

Arriving by bus
Coaches arrive and depart - unless otherwise stated - 
from the Warsaw West Bus Station (Dworzec Autobusowy 
Warszawa Zachodnia). Find a currency exchange in the main 
hall (08:30 - 17:00, Sat 08:00 - 15:00, Sun 10:00 - 14:00). An 
ATM (bankomat) operated by PEKAO bank can be found in the 
main hall to the left of Kasa 1. There is no Tourist Info point, 
for the closest you’ll have to make the journey into Warsaw 
Central Train Station. You can leave any bags you have at left 
luggage by following the signs to ‘skrytki bagażowe’ where 
you’ll find lockers (8zł for a large bag for 24hrs, 4zł for a small 
one), as well as multi-lingual explanations on how to use the 
contraptions. There are five payphones located in one of the 
side corridors though you’ll need to buy phone cards to use 
them. You can do that by visiting one of the Relay kiosks in 
the main hall. You’ll also be able to buy SIM cards, prepaid 
cards and transport cards from here. ELE taxis stand outside 
the entrance and will charge you about 20zł to the centre. 
Refuse a lift from any of the smiling unlicensed operators who 
offer you a lift. The bus running to the centre is found right 
across a busy highway and getting there is an adventure in 
itself seeing there are no signposts in the subway leading 
there. Basically from the main hall duck down under the sign 
saying Dworzec PKP, head down the stairs, turn right, follow 
the corridor to its conclusion, turn right again - you’ll see two 
stairwells leading to the surface. Take the left one and presto, 
there’s your bus stop. Confused? Not half as much as we 
were. Good work Warsaw. To get to Central Station take bus 
number 127, 130 or 517, or if you’re there at night number 
N35 or N85. The journey takes approximately 15 minutes so 
buy and 2zł ticket valid for 20 minutes. Remember to validate 
your ticket on boarding.

Main Bus Station (Dworzec Autobusowy Warsza-
wa Zachodnia) D-4, Al. Jerozolimskie 144, tel. (+48) 
703 30 01 30, www.pks.warszawa.pl. Q Ticket Office 
Open 05:30-22:00.

Arriving by car
Warsaw is located in the heart of the country and as befits 
a capital has the most extensive road communications with 
other major Polish cities. Having said that the competition 
on the road's front isn't fierce. You will have the benefit of 
arriving in Warsaw from most directions on at least dual 
carriageway for the final few kilometres. Once you enter the 
city limits Warsaw traffic can become a serious problem 
particularly during the week. Most major hotels are located 
in the central area and you should be heading in most cases 
for the Central Train Station (Dworzec Warszawa Centralna) 
and its neighbour, the Palace of Culture (PKiN). Parking in the 
central area is generally available on-street where there are 
standard parking charges payable at roadside machines. 
Most major hotels will offer some form of off-road guarded 
parking. Be warned that Polish roads and Polish drivers are 
not the best especially if you have driven in western Europe.

Arriving by plane
Warsaw Frederic Chopin Airport (Port Lotniczy im. Fryderyka 
Chopina) has seen numerous changes in recent times, in 
particular the opening of Terminal 2, a glass and steel giant 
that sits rather awkwardly next to the older Terminal 1. 
Spacious and user friendly the new terminal now handles 
almost all incoming and most outgoing traffic (the exceptions 
some holiday charters that still make use of Terminal 1).
Terminal 2 is now (finally) equipped with a Tourist Info stand, 
ATMs, exchange offices and kiosks, as well as a spread of 
car rental offices. 

www.inyourpocket.com

ARRIVING

Car rental

Budget ul. Żwirki i Wigury 1 (Airport), tel. (+48) 22 650 
40 62, www.budget.pl. QOpen 07:00 - 22:00.
Dollar Thrifty Rent a Car ul. Żwirki i Wigury 1(Court-
yard by Marriott Hotel, Okęcie Airport), tel. (+48) 668 
66 33 00, www.dollar-rentacar.com.pl. QOpen 08:00 
- 20:00, Sat, Sun 08:00 - 16:00.

Hertz ul. Żwirki i Wigury 1 (Airport), tel. (+48) 22 650 
28 96, www.hertz.com.pl. Also on ul. Nowogrodzka 27 
(F-3). QOpen 07:00 - 22:00.

Avis ul. Żwirki i Wigury 1 (Air-
port), tel. (+48) 22 650 48 
72, www.avis.pl. Also on Al. 
Jerozolimskie 65/79 (Marriott 

Hotel) and ul. Łopuszańska 12a. QOpen 06:00 - 24:00.

Europcar ul. Żwirki 
i Wigury 1 (Airport), 
tel. (+48) 22 650 25 
64, w w w.europcar.

pl. Europcar is one of the biggest car rental companies 
offering many rental options (both short and long term) 
that will suit all needs (12 different categories of cars 
are available; Europcar is present at all Polish airports 
and many other convenient locations). Europcar creates 
flexible driving solutions to meet your individual mobility 
needs. In doing so we deliver excellence in services and 
benefits that are tailored to fulfil your specific require-
ments. QOpen 07:00 - 23:00.

Joka D-2, ul. Oko-
powa 47, tel. (+48) 
22 636 63 93, www.
joka.com.pl. A wide 

range of cars from the baby Citroen C1 to the spacious 
Mercedes E220 CDi  station wagon. All cars are equipped 
with power assisted steering. Satellite navigation systems 
are also available. Special rates offered to those who order 
through the Joka website. QOpen 09:00 - 17:00, Sat 
09:00 - 12:00. Closed Sun. Sun Open on request.

Sixt ul. Żwirki i Wigury 1 
(Airport), tel. (+48) 22 650 
20 31, www.sixt.pl. One of 
the world’s largest and oldest car 

rental companies offers a choice of solutions from short 
and long rental periods to holiday cars. There’s even a 
fleet of limousines if you’re interested. Vehicles range 
from Seats to luxury Mercedes. Bonuses include GPS 
and Sixt cards. Also at ul. Grzybowska 63 (Hilton Hotel). 
QOpen 07:00 - 22:00.

Hummer Limo, tel. (+48) 22 641 40 30, www.hum-
merlimo.pl. Get around town in a stretch hummer, or hire a 
corvette to spin around in. Internet ordering available, with 
pick-up point directed by the client.

WarsawShuttle
Professional 
Transport Services

Phone booking: 00 48 12 633 01 25, Help desk and 
last minue bookings: 00 48 506 175 495, e-mail: 
info@polandshuttle.com, www.WarsawShuttle.com. 
The company offers shared and private airport transfer 
services at competitive prices. Shared transfers from the 
airport to the city centre for only 9.90PLN per person and 
private transfers from 59PLN per run. Highest quality for 
the best possible price.

Warsaw     Shuttle.comWarsaw     Shuttle.com
professional transport services
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By car
Poland is one of Europe’s leading nations in road fatalities, 
a statistic that will surprise few who have had the pleasure 
of using the roads here. A lethal combination of poor road 
surfaces, networks unsuited to the volume of different 
traffic and, most of all, drivers who have no consideration 
for anybody else result in the common sight of mangled 
wreckages of cars around the country. Yes, the crosses 
you see beside roadsides are there to mark fatal crashes. 
Police seem unwilling to control irresponsible driving, and 
don’t be surprised to see cars shooting through red lights, 
cutting each other up and staking a claim for the Formula 
1 championship. While we do not advise against driving in 
Poland, we do wish to make a number of points clear to 
the foreign driver.

The road quality issue is being addressed with EU directives 
and funding but the size of the country’s road network as well 
as its condition means that it’ll be years till improvements 
will take effect. In fact the issue of the condition of the road 
and rail networks are being cited by many experts as being a 
serious handicap to the development of the Polish economy. 
For someone taking to the road today the following warnings 
should be taken into account. Firstly when driving outside of 
built-up areas you will typically find yourself sharing a single 
lane road with anything from a sports car convertible to a 
worn out Polski Fiat 126p. Throw in the huge fleet of lorries 
that traverse Poland and you will commonly find yourself in 
a situation where traffic is blocked behind said lorries/slow 
moving vehicle. This results in frustrated/impatient driv-
ers overtaking each other at high speed and then braking 
sharply to avoid oncoming traffic. Be warned and keep a safe 
distance between you and the vehicle in front.

By bus
Coaches arrive and depart - unless otherwise stated - from 
the Warsaw West Bus Station (Dworzec Autobusowy Warsza-
wa Zachodnia). Find a currency exchange in the main hall. An 
ATM (bankomat) operated by PEKAO bank can be found in the 
main hall to the left of Kasa 1. There is no Tourist Info point, 
for the closest you’ll have to make the journey into Warsaw 
Central Train Station. You can leave any bags you have at left 
luggage by following the signs to ‘skrytki bagażowe’ where 
you’ll find lockers (8zł for a large bag for 24hrs, 4zł for a small 
one), as well as multi-lingual explanations on how to use the 
contraptions. There are five payphones located in one of the 

side corridors though you’ll need to buy phone cards to use 
them. You can do that by visiting one of the Relay kiosks in 
the main hall. You’ll also be able to buy SIM cards, prepaid 
cards and transport cards from here. ELE taxis stand outside 
the entrance and will charge you about 20zł to the centre. 
Refuse a lift from any of the smiling unlicensed operators who 
offer you a lift. The bus running to the centre is found right 
across a busy highway and getting there is an adventure in 
itself seeing there are no signposts in the subway leading 
there. Basically from the main hall duck down under the sign 
saying Dworzec PKP, head down the stairs, turn right, follow 
the corridor to its conclusion, turn right again - you’ll see two 
stairwells leading to the surface. Take the left one and presto, 
there’s your bus stop. Confused? Not half as much as we 
were. Good work Warsaw. To get to Central Station take bus 
number 127, 130 or 517. At night you’ll be needing and N35 
or N85. The journey takes approximately 15 minutes so buy 
a 2zł ticket valid for 20 minutes. Remember to validate your 
ticket on boarding.

Main Bus Station (Dworzec Autobusowy Warsza-
wa Zachodnia) D-4, Al. Jerozolimskie 144, tel. (+48) 
703 30 01 30, www.pks.warszawa.pl. Q Ticket Office 
Open 05:30-22:00.

Public Transport
www.ztm.waw.pl. Warsaw has an extensive bus and tram 
system criss-crossing the city as well as a good, but very 
limited, metro system running from north to south. Over 
1,200 buses operate in and around the city, and most run 
from between 05:00 and 23:00. After that night buses run 
on most routes twice every hour. All night buses display the 
letter N, followed by a two digit number. ‘Fast buses’ (marked 
with red digits) skip the smaller stops. 
Tickets (all valid for use on metro, bus and tram) can be 
bought from all kiosks bearing the green and yellow RUCH 
logo, or anywhere with a sign reading Bilety. To save yourself 
the hassle of working out which ticket you need or trying to 
buy to explain it to the lady in the kiosk, we recommend that 
you pick up the Warsaw Tourist Card from one of the Tour-
ist Information points at the airport, old town or main railway 
station. Free travel on the city’s public transport system is 
included in the price.
A standard public transport single ticket costs 2.80zł. 
However, you can now also buy cheaper tickets if you are 
travelling off-peak - they cost 2.40zł. If you’re travelling to the 
further reaches of Warsaw you’ll be needing a ticket that covers 
both zones 1 and 2 - these are priced at 4.20zł. Note that the 
airport is in Zone 1. Still with us? Good. One new introduction 
has been time specific tickets. Now available are tickets valid 
for 20, 40, 60 and 90 minutes. These come marked at 2zł, 
2.80zł, 4zł and 6zł. Tickets valid for 24 hrs are priced at 9 or 
14zł if travelling through both zones. Three day tickets cost 
16zł, or 24zł for both zones. Finally a weekly ticket will set you 
back 32zł, or 48zł if you need it for the two zones. Children 
up to the age of 7 years travel for free (please have ID such 
as a passport handy). Everyone else pays full fare unless in 
possession of an ISIC card. This entitles you to buy a reduced 
ticket (ulgowy) which costs approximately 50% of the full fare.
You can buy single tickets from the driver, though these will 
be rounded up to the nearest figure. Once you’ve got a ticket 
you will need to validate it into one of the box-style kasowniks, 
thus validating the magnetic strip on the back. On the metro 
this must be done before you get on board. It is no longer 
neccessary to buy an extra ticket for animals or large pieces 
of luggage. Plain clothes ticket inspectors regularly stalk the 
lines, dishing out 150zł fines for those without valid tickets. 
They often don’t look very official and you are within your rights 
to request identification.

Secondly beware of the hard shoulders of these roads, the 
vast majority of which are unlit at night. These are often used 
as pavements by local people who add to the Russian roulette 
by venturing out at night wearing their darkest clothing. Add 
in the odd drunk on a bike and these hard shoulders become 
a very real problem when facing a set of headlights bearing 
down on your vehicle.

The speed limit is 50km/hr in cities (60km/hr between 
23:00 and 05:00), 90km/hr outside urban areas, 110km/
hr on dual carriageways and 130km/hr on motorways. Seat 
belts must be worn at all times and it is illegal for drivers to 
use hand-held mobile phones. Following the letter of the 
law all cars should be equipped with a first aid kit, warning 
triangle, fire extinguisher, rear mud flaps and right and left 
hand outside mirrors. Flouting the rules will cost you 200zł 
(for using a mobile), 100zł (not wearing a seat belt) and up 
to 500zł for speeding. The legal limit for drink driving is 0.2‰ 
blood/alcohol level. Put simply, if you’re driving, don’t drink. 

Foreigners can drive on their national licenses for six months 
from the entry date on their passports. Carry your passport 
as well as driving license whenever you fancy going for a spin. 
After six months drivers must change to a Polish license. 
Drivers from Australia, New Zealand, UK Ireland, US and 
Canada must take a written test before being issued with a 
Polish license. Be warned, the test is in Polish. For roadside 
assistance call tel. 981.
A new law was introduced in April 2007 making it compulsory 
to have headlights switched on at all times.
Guarded Parking B-4, Al. Jerozolimskie 65/79 (Mar-
riott Hotel).
Guarded Parking B-3, ul. Królewska 11 (Sofitel Victoria 
Warsaw Hotel).

Cheap Credit Card Calls
Easy call Forget calling cards, all you need to make a 
cheap call from landlines is a credit card. Dial toll-free to 
0800 909 444 and follow the instructions in English. A 
call to London is only 0,60zł a minute and you pay by 
credit card.

Internet cafes
Arena B-4, Pl. Defilad 1(Metro Station Center), tel. 
(+48) 22 211 34 80. QOpen 07:00 - 24:00, Sun 09:00 
- 24:00. 6zł/hour, 10zł/2 hours, 18zł/4 hours.
Cyber Cafe ul. Żwirki i Wigury 1 (in Courtyard 
by Marriott), tel. (+48) 22 650 01 72, www.
courtyard.com/wawcy. Poland’s best internet cafe. 
Seating sixty people the Courtyard Cyber Cafe offers 
high-speed wireless access, as well as a menu that 
puts most Warsaw cafes to shame. 35zł per hour. 
QOpen 07:30 - 01:00.
g@llery Internet C-3, ul. Nowy Świat 27, tel. (+48) 
22 828 22 12, www.gallery.waw.pl. QOpen 10:00 
- 21:00. Closed Sat, Sun. 6zł/hour.
inf@cafe British Council A-3, Al. Jerozolimskie 59, 
tel. (+48) 22 695 59 00, www.britishcouncil.org. Q 
Open 08:30-16:15, Closed Sat, Sun. From September 
Open 08:30-19:00, Sat 08:30-13:30, Closed Sun. Free.

Post
Central Post Office (Urząd Pocztowy Warsza-
wa 1) A-3, ul. Świętokrzyska 31/33, tel. (+48) 22 
505 33 16, www.poczta-polska.pl. Q Open 24hrs.
Post Office (Urząd Pocztowy Warszawa 120) 
A-4, Al. Jerozolimskie 54(Central Train Station), tel. 
(+48) 22 825 77 18, www.poczta-polska.pl. QOpen 
08:00 - 20:00, Sat 08:00 - 14:00. Closed Sun.

Public Phones
The public pay phone is making a comeback, and the 
state telephone company TPSA have been busy setting 
up glass clad booths around the centre. These come in 
three styles, ‘round silver’, ‘square silver’ and ‘yellow’, 
the last of which have the capacity to send e-mails and 
text messages. While some accept cash most will be 
card operated, for which end you’ll need to purchase a 
card from either a kiosk or your hotel reception. Cards 
are worth 15, 30 or 60 units, and are priced at 9, 15 and 
24zl respectively. A call to London using pre-paid cards will 
cost from 2.14 to 3.21zl per minute, depending on which 
card you’ve chosen. An additional SMS-enabled card can 
be purchased for 5zl, providing the user with the capability 
of sending 20 text messages.

Mail & Phones
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By train
Warsaw’s main train station is Warsaw Central (Dworzec 
Warszawa Centralna) located slap bang in the middle of the 
city in the shadow of the Palace of Culture and can be reached 
easily by tram and bus. The nearest metro is Centrum and 
signs lead you to the train station via street level and under-
ground passageway in about 5 minutes. Warszawa Centralna 
is where to travel to and from other Polish cities. Tickets can 
be purchased in the main hall on ground level and at the ticket 
booths with orange livery dotted around the tunnels below. 
Foreigners should head for the Travel Information Centre in the 
corner opposite the long line of ticket counters where English-
speaking staff can help you with tickets as well as maps and 
advice. International tickets can also be purchased from here. 
A huge choice of outlets selling food and drink are available 
though quality is questionable. Head to Coffee Heaven for a 
range of good coffee, hot and cold snacks which are available 
to take-away. McDonalds can also be found by following one 
of the many signs. If you have time to kill, Champions in the 
Marriott can be reached via the underground passageway 
and offers a far better place to sit and wait than the station 
itself. Be warned that the majority of Warsaw’s down and 
outs use Warszawa Centralna as a drop-in centre and while 
most are harmless and make for a pitiful sight it is best to 
avoid them on the grounds that some tend to be drunk and 
abusive. Bizarrely though, while the Polish rail staff manning 
the ticket booths are to a man/woman mono-linqual, the 
tramps in Centralna seem adept at begging in a multitude 
of world languages.
Warszawa CentralnaTrain Station A/B-4, Al. Jero-
zolimskie 54, tel. (+48) 22 474 10 68. Q Open 24hrs.

Taxis
The days when cash bells would ring whenever a cab driver 
would hear a foreign accent might have passed, but it’s 
still always better to ring ahead rather than just hailing a 
taxi in the street. In particular avoid drivers who hawk their 
services in the arrivals hall at the airport; we’ve heard plenty 
of horror stories.
All the companies we list will usually have someone on their 
switchboard who can speak English. MPT, the state-run firm, 
can boast the most reliable reputation. But you won’t find 
many cheaper than Super Taxi. Find ELE taxis on the Mar-
riott tower side of the central station; it’s the second row of 
cars. Tipping is not expected, but if your driver gets you from 
A to B without a detour through the countryside then by all 
means, feel free. 
Ele Taxi tel. 022 811 11 11 
Halo Taxi tel. 022 196 23
Merc Taxi tel. 022 677 77 77
MPT tel. 022 191 91
Sawa Taxi tel. 022 644 44 44
Super Taxi tel. 022 196 22

strapped down to a bed, One Flew Over The Cuckoo's 
Nest-style, and if you're luck is really low you may find 
yourself having daylights beaten out of you by the guards. 
Refreshment comes in the form of limitless coffee, though 
the mug it comes in will smell of urine for a reason. Credit 
cards not accepted.

Climate
Poland has a temperate climate with hot summers and cold 
winters. Seasons tend to be more pronounced than in the 
west and temperatures can get down as low as -20 C in winter 
and as high as +30 C in summer. The coldest weather tends 
to hit around February although the last couple of winters 
have been fairly mild. Below is a graphic showing average 
temperatures and rainfall.

Customs
If you are travelling within the EU those over 18 can now take 
10L of spirits, 90L of wine and 110L of beer. Most countries 
will not allow more than 200 cigarettes from Poland. A work 
of art produced before 1945 is classified as a ‘cultural good' 
and must be authorised before it can leave the country. If 
the gallery or shop can't supply the zaświadczenie (permis-
sion) when you buy the artwork, check with the Wojewódzki 
Konserwator Zabytków (Regional Curator's Office). If a book 
was printed before 1945, you'll need permission from the 
National Library to take it out of Poland.

Territory
Poland covers an area of 312,685 square kilometers 
and is the ninth biggest country in Europe. It borders the 
Baltic Sea and seven countries, namely the Baltic Sea 
(528km), Belarus (416km), Czech Republic (790km), 
Germany (467km), Lithuania (103km), the Russian 
exclave of Kaliningrad (210km),Slovakia (539km) and, 
Ukraine (529km).

Longest River
Warsaw is split by the river Vistula (Wisła). At 1,047km it 
is Poland’s longest river and flows into the Bay of Gdańsk 
(Zatoka Gdańska).

Highest Point
The highest peak is Rysy (2,499m) in the nearby Tatra 
Mountains. In comparison Kraków’s landscape is flat and 
the city lies 219m above sea level.

Population (2007)
Poland 38,126,000
Warsaw 1,702,139
Kraków 756,267
Łódź 755,251
Wrocław 634,630
Poznań 564,951
Gdańsk 456,658
Katowice 314,500
Sopot 40,666

Local time
Poland is in the Central European (CET) time zone 
(GMT+1hr). When it’s 12:00 in Warsaw it’s 11:00 in 
London, 12:00 in Paris and Berlin and 19:00 in Tokyo. 
Polish summer time (GMT+2hrs) starts and ends on the 
last Sundays of March and October.

Twin Towns
Astana, Berlin, Budapest, Chicago, Düsseldorf, Grozny, 
Hague, Hamamatsu, Hanoi, Harbin, Kyiv, Moscow, Ile-de-
France, Istambul, Riga, Rio de Janeiro, Seoul, St. Etienne, 
St. Petersburg, Taipei, Tel Aviv, Toronto, Vienna, Vilnius.

Facts & Figures
City Card www.warsawtour.pl. The Warsaw City 
government has a tourist card called strangely enough 
‘The Warsaw Tourist’ card. As with tourist cards the 
world over this gives you either discounted or free 
entry into a majority of the city’s museums plus free 
travel on the city’s transit network of trams, buses and 
metro. Also available with this card are discounts to 
many galleries, hotels, recreation facilities, shops, bars 
and restaurants around the city. For a full list of places 
which accept the card please check www.warsawtour.pl. 
The cards are available from tourist information points 
around the city including the airport and main railway 
station and sell for 35zł for th 24hr card or 65zł for a 
3-day version. We have marked participating members 
with this symbol Y.

City Card

Institute of Meteorology and Water Management, 
www.imgw.pl

Climate
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Booze
While Polish beer elicits mixed reports from the foreign 
community, Polish vodka stands alongside the best, and 
the country is rightfully seen as the ancient home of the 
wicked sauce. The elite brands are commonly accepted as 
being Chopin and Belvedere, though those who fancy them-
selves as connoisseurs of mixology should try swallowing 
a tatanka - a sweet blend of Żubrówka vodka (produced 
with a blade of bison grass in the bottle) and apple juice. 
Drunks hankering for something a little more fiery should 
look no further than ordering Mad Dog (Wściekły Pies) - a 
mix of vodka, Tabasco and raspberry juice; it'll leave you 
seeing stars. One more to look for, and a specialty hailing 
from Gdańsk is Goldwasser - a sweetish vodka sprinkled 
with goldleaf.
But stand warned: Polish beer and vodka are rocket fuel. 
If you're determined to make a prat of yourself then make 
sure it's not in front of the law. A trip to Warsaw's premier 
drunk tank (ul. Kolska 2/4) will set you back 250zł for a 
24 hour stay. In return for your cash expect a strip search, 
a set of blue pyjamas and the company of a dozen mum-
bling vagrants. Those resisting arrest will find themselves 

From Warsaw To Warsaw
Dep. Arr. Destination Dep. Arr.
07:35 13:15 BERLIN Ostbf 04:47 10:35
11:35 17:15 BERLIN Ostbf 06:40 12:20
16:35 22:09 BERLIN Ostbf 12:40 18:20
21:00 05:40 BRATISLAVA 22:55 07:20
21:03 08:32 BUDAPEST 19:58 07:20
05:15 11:06 (6)GDYNIA(2)(6) 05:04 10:00
07:09 12:04 (7)GDYNIA(2)(7) 06:00 11:10
09:16 15:14 (6)GDYNIA(3)(6) 07:06 12:21
10:10 15:20 (7)GDYNIA(7) 08:50 13:44
10:23 16:41 (6)GDYNIA(6) 10:40 16:23
13:15 19:06 (6)GDYNIA(7) 12:52 17:45
15:15 20:12 (7)GDYNIA(6) 15:24 20:46
16:25 22:00 (3)(6)GDYNIA(7) 16:58 21:55
17:15 22:03 (3)(7)GDYNIA(6) 18:59 00:34
22:38 04:57 (2)(6)GDYNIA(7) 23:25 04:45
00:58 06:46 (6)KRAKÓW 06:00 08:55
06:15 09:10 (1)KRAKÓW 06:10 10:59
07:15 10:10 KRAKÓW(2) 07:00 10:26
08:15 11:10 (2)(6)KRAKÓW 08:00 10:55
09:15 12:10 (2)KRAKÓW 09:00 11:49
10:15 13:10 (2)(7)KRAKÓW 10:10 15:10
11:15 14:10 (1)KRAKÓW 11:25 14:37
12:15 15:10 (3)KRAKÓW(6) 14:00 16:55
14:15 17:10 KRAKÓW(2) 16:00 18:55
16:15 19:10 KRAKÓW(3) 17:00 19:55
17:15 20:10 KRAKÓW(3) 18:00 20:55
18:15 21:10 (7)KRAKÓW 19:00 21:55
20:15 23:02 (7)KRAKÓW(1) 20:00 22:55
21:04  23:52 (6)KRAKÓW 22:44 04:40
12:50 23:45 MINSK 00:19 08:40
15:30 01:58 MINSK 06:19 17:05
20:50 08:04 MINSK 20:40 06:00
06:35 09:29 (1)POZNAŃ 07:00 10:00
07:35 10:24 POZNAŃ(2) 07:30 10:20
08:35 11:24 POZNAŃ(2) 08:00 10:39
10:00 13:28 POZNAŃ(1) 08:30 11:20
11:35 14:24 POZNAŃ 09:30 12:20
12:35 15:26 POZNAŃ 10:26 14:05
14:35 17:31 POZNAŃ 12:30 15:20
15:35 18:21 (3)POZNAŃ 13:30 16:25
16:35 19:24 (3)POZNAŃ 15:30 18:20
16:55 19:37 (3)POZNAŃ 16:30 19:20
17:35 20:30 POZNAŃ(1) 18:30 21:25
18:35 21:22 (3)POZNAŃ 19:30 22:20
22:45 02:35 (3)POZNAŃ 02:20 06:05
06:45 12:08 WROCŁAW(2) 05:06 10:20
08:35 13:53 WROCŁAW(1) 06:06 11:20
11:50 18:16 (3)WROCŁAW 08:25 13:50
12:35 18:02 WROCŁAW 10:06 15:20
15:35 20:51 (3)WROCŁAW(1) 12:25 17:50
16:25 21:49 WROCŁAW 14:06 19:20
18:35 23:50 (3)WROCŁAW(3) 16:25 22:02
22:50 05:21 WROCŁAW 23:35 06:00

Vilnius train has been cancelled. Instead there is a bus 
from Warszawa Centralna run by PKP Intercity.

23:00 09:00 (4) VILNIUS (5) 22:00 05:00
(1) Mon - Fri    (2) Mon - Sat    (3) Mon - Fri, Sun
(4) Mon, Wed, Fri    (5) Tue, Thu, Sat
(6) Run to November 13    (7) Run from November 14
Most trains running to and from Gdynia (Berlin apart) 
stop at Gdańsk and Sopot. Journey time is 30 minutes 
to Gdańsk and 10 to Sopot. Trains are subject to 
change on public holidays. Train schedule is subject to 
change due to ongoing works (track improvements).
For a full schedule check www.rozklad-pkp.pl

Train schedule

 Südstädter 
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Electricity
Electricity in Poland is 230V, 50Hz AC. Plug sockets are round 
with two round-pin sockets. Therefore if you are coming 
from the UK or Ireland you are definitely going to need a plug 
convertor. The best place to pick these up is at home as our 
residents Brits will testify although if you do arrive without 
a covertor you can try your hotel concierge or reception. If 
they don't have one the best place to pick one up is at one 
of the big electrical outlets often situated on the edge of 
town. Our advice is save yourself the hassle and get one in 
the airport as you leave.

Health & Emergency
In case of an emergency those dialling from a land line or 
public payphone should use the following numbers: 999 
for an ambulance, 998 for the fire brigade and 997 for the 
police. Mobile phone users should call 112 to be forwarded 
to the relevant department. English speaking assistance 
is not necessarily guaranteed, and rests on the linguistics 
capabilities of the call operator. 
From June 2 till September 30 English, German or Russian 
speakers have the option of using a separate line specifically 
designed for foreigners in trouble. If that sounds like you then 
you'll need to call 0 800 200 300. 
Further help can be provided by embassies and consulates, 
of which a comprehensive list can be found online. If you've 
run out of money, however, then silly you. No embassy will bail 
you out, and you're hopes will rest on a Western Union money 
transfer. Most banks and many exchange bureaus (kantors) 
can now carry out such transactions, just keep an eye out for 
anywhere displaying the Western Union logo. 
For a list of clinics and hospitals check the directory section 
at the back of this guide. 

Money
Thinking of paying for your tram ticket with one of the 100zł 
notes in your pocket? Think again. Small shops, newsagents, 
public toilets, even the occasional fast food franchise and bar, 
will refuse to break a large note for you. As annoying as coins 
can be, do carry small change for such moments. Notes come 
in denominations of 200, 100, 50, 20 and 10 złotys, and there 
are 1, 2 and 5 złoty coins. One złoty equals 100 groszy which 
come in 1, 2, 5, 10, 20 and 50 groszy coins.
Currency can be exchanged at airports, hotels, banks and 
anywhere with a sign proclaiming it to be a Kantor and you 
will also be able to withdraw currency at a bankomat using 
your ATM card. A Kantor will often provide better value than 
the banks in your home country or the ATM although for 
obvious reasons be very wary of Kantors in the airports, 
bus stations and close to tourist sights. Shopping around 
will reward you with the best rate. The Polish currency has 
been exceedingly strong in recent years and the value of 
the dollar has nearly halved while you will be getting 25-40% 
less złoty for your euros and sterling than a couple of years 
back. Having said that prices for food, drink, cultural venues 
and transport still remain comparatively cheap in contrast to 
Western Europe. A ticket to the theatre or cinema will rarely 
cost more than 20zł while admission to most museums 
costs around 5-10zł.

Queuing
Years of practice during the cold war era has meant that the 
Poles have truly mastered the art of the queue: more to the 
point, the art of queue barging. Whether you find yourself 
at a ticket counter, or your nearest KFC, do not make the 
mistake of being patient. ‘I'm late for something, can I go 

first' is a common ploy used to fool foreigners into giving up 
their place in a line.
Old people in particular seem to assume that they should by 
rights be able to take position at the head of a line. The only 
time when the common rules of etiquette seem to apply are in 
banks or outside ATMs, at which point the natives will assume 
a stance as far as possible from the next man, often leading 
to confusion who is and who isn't queuing in the first place. 
Note that some municipal offices and post offices employ a 
ticket system to help organize queues.

Religion
For over one thousand years Poland has been a bulwark of 
Catholicism, fighting against the horrors of pagan invasions 
and looking to Catholicism for a sense of social and national 
unity. When Poland was partitioned in the 19th century, many 
turned to the church for solace and during the communist 
era, underground resistance meetings were surreptitiously 
held in churches.
The deceased Polish-born Pope John Paul II remains a 
genuine source of pride for all Poles, and is beloved in a way 
more profound than cynics in the West can understand. Many 
Poles genuinely believe that John Paul II single-handedly 
started the overthrow of Communism in Central and Eastern 
Europe. Small wonder then, that your average Pole takes 
Catholicism very seriously. Those used to the more easy-
going habits of the West may find the Polish enthusiasm a 
bit unnerving at first, particularly the solemn and opulent 
processions that occur from time to time and the droves 
that flock to mass.

Safety
In general Warsaw is far safer than most Western cities, and 
visitors are unlikely to face any problems. Petty crime does 
exist, and travellers should be on guard against pickpockets 
working tram and bus routes by the train station. If you're 
in a bar or a restaurant keep your wallet inside your trouser 
pocket, not inside a jacket casually left lying around. The 
brevity and dexterity of Warsaw's criminal community has led 
to a spate of thefts from unattended coats. Those travelling 
by car are advised to use a guarded car park. Robberies on 
overnight trains are not unheard of, especially on the routes 
connecting Warsaw with Prague and Berlin; book a couchette 
or a sleeper cabin. Avoid being ripped off by opportunistic taxi 
gits by using clearly marked cabs, something to bear in mind 
around the train station and airport. The officially sanctioned 
state company MPT (tel. 19191) is possibly the best bet, and 

Prices in Poland are still fairly competitive despite 
increases over the last couple of years particularly in 
the prices of cigarettes. Here are some typical everyday 
products and prices.
Market values as of 21st September 2009 
based on €1 = 4.15zł 
Product Price (zł) Price (€) 
MacDonald's Big Mac 7.70 zł € 1.86
Snickers 1.49 zł € 0.36
0.5ltr vodka (shop) 22.00 zł € 5.30
0.5ltr beer (shop) 2.84 zł € 0.68
0.5ltr beer (bar) 7.00 zł € 1.69
Loaf of white bread 2.30 zł € 0.55
20 Marlboros 9.90 zł € 2.39
1 ltr of unleaded petrol (98) 4.33 zł € 1.04
Local transport ticket (1 journey) 2.80 zł € 0.67

Market values their switchboard features English speaking operators. The 
vagrants and pondlife who gather around the train station are 
by in large harmless and easily ignored. Warsaw's right bank 
has traditionally enjoyed something of a no-go reputation, 
though is now fast becoming ever more trendy. 

Smoking
Smokers tired of relentless persecution in the west will be 
delighted to know that few countries can boast such a fierce 
commitment to the habit as Poland. Although the number 
of male smokers has plunged from 70% of the population 
down to 38% in recent years, this is still very much a tobacco 
friendly country. Poland is fast becoming the major European 
production centre for leading cigarette brands, with Phillip 
Morris, Imperial Tobacco and British American Tobacco all 
being major investors in the economy. Those gunning for a 
lung-busting taste of a traditional local brand should keep 
their eyes peeled for brands like Sobieski, Extra Mocne and 
Meski. Bear in mind that it is taken as bad luck to light your 
snout off a candle, especially if you are close to the coast; 
an action which apparently guarantees the death of a sailor. 
Non-smokers are in for a tough time, and the tobacco free 
sections (dla niepalących) of restaurants are often in the 
nether-regions of the venue.

Toilets
Generally speaking toilets in Poland come marked with a circle 
for women, and a triangle for men. Although the habit is gradu-
ally dying some restaurants and bars still charge a nominal 
fee for use of their facilities - no matter how much cash you've 
already spent in the establishment. This is a practice also 
used in train stations and most public conveniences.

Water
Not a problem in new buildings, but clapped out plumbing 
in the older places mean that you shouldn't be surprised if 
orange gunk comes pouring out of the tap. In general Warasw 
water is safe to drink though it tastes nasty and occasionally 
looks worse. No problems are associated with using it to 
brush your teeth, though bottled water is extremely inex-
pensive and easy to find. If you see locals gathered around a 
street tap with plastic flagons they're simply taking advantage 
of one of Warsaw's many natural wells.

Many Poles, particularly younger people, have a fairly healthy 
command of the English language. Many will also be adept at 
other European languages with German being the most commonly 
spoken. Older Poles will fiercely contest that they have ‘forgotten’ 
the Russian taught to them at school but most will still have a 
reasonable understanding.
Mastering the Polish tongue can be a terrifying ordeal and will often 
result in personal degradation as shop assistants laugh at your 
flustered attempts. That aside, learning a few key phrases will smooth 
your time in Poland and may even win you friends and admirers.
On the positive side Polish sounds as it appears. This is a great 
help once you know how to pronounce each letter/combination 
of letters. Many letters represent the same sounds as they do in 
English. Below we have listed those particular to Polish. 

Basic pronunciation of Polish vowels
‘ą’ sounds like ‘on’ in the French ‘bon’
‘ę’ sounds like ‘en’ as in the French ‘bien’ 
‘ó’ is an open ‘o’ sound like ‘oo’ in ‘boot’
Basic pronunciation of consonants
‘c’ like the ‘ts’ in ‘bits’
‘j’ like the ‘y’ in ‘yeah’
‘w’ is pronounced like the English ‘v’
‘ł’ like the ‘w’ in ‘win’
‘ń’ like the ‘ny’ in ‘canyon’
‘cz’ and ‘ć’ like the ‘ch’ in ‘beach’
‘dz’ like the ‘ds’ in ‘beds’
‘rz’ and ‘ż’ like the ‘su’ in ‘treasure’
‘sz’ and ‘ś’ like the ‘sh’ in ‘ship’
‘drz’ like the ‘g’ in ‘George’
r is always rolled and stress is generally always on the last but 
one syllable.

Think you’ve got that? Here are some words and phrases to get 
you started.

Civilities
cześć (cheshch) hi/bye
dzień dobry (jen do-bri) good morning/

afternoon
dobry wieczór (do-bri vyeh-choor) good evening
dobranoc (dobrah-nots) good night
tak (tahk) yes
nie (nyeh) no
proszę (prosheh) please
na zdrowie (nah zdrovyeh) cheers
dziękuje (jen-koo-yeh) thank you
przepraszam (psheh-prasham) sorry
kocham cię (koham tshe) I love you
Mam na imię (mam nah ee-myeh) My name is
Jestem z Anglii (yehstem zanglee) I am from England

Necessities
Gdzie są toalety? (gdjeh song toalety) Where are the toilets?
Czy mówi pan/pani 
po angielsku?

(che moovee 
pan/panee po 
angyelskoo?)

Do you (male/female) 
speak English?

Nie mówię po 
polsku

(nyeh moovyeh po 
polskoo)

I don’t speak Polish

Proszę to napisać (prosheh toh 
napeesatch)

Please write it down

Czy można tu palić (che mohzhnah too 
paleech?)

Can I smoke here?

Jedno piwo 
poproszę

(yedno peevo poh-
prosheh)

One beer please

Numbers
1 jeden yehden
2 dwa dva
3 trzy tshi
10 dziesięć jayshench

General
Airport lotnisko
Train station dworzec pkp
Bus station dworzec pks
Right/left prawo/lewo
One ticket to jeden bilet do
First/second class pierwsza/druga klasa

Language smarts

PLN US$ Euro Pound
2.83zł = $1 4.15zł = €1 4.58zł = £1

1 zł $0.35 € 0.24 £0.22
2 zł $0.71 € 0.48 £0.44
3 zł $1.06 € 0.72 £0.66
4 zł $1.41 € 0.96 £0.87
5 zł $1.77 € 1.20 £1.09
6 zł $2.12 € 1.45 £1.31
7 zł $2.47 € 1.69 £1.53
8 zł $2.83 € 1.93 £1.75
9 zł $3.18 € 2.17 £1.97
10 zł $3.53 € 2.41 £2.18
20 zł $7.07 € 4.82 £4.37
50 zł $17.67 € 12.05 £10.92
100 zł $35.34 € 24.10 £21.83
150 zł $53.00 € 36.14 £32.75
200 zł $70.67 € 48.19 £43.67
250 zł $88.34 € 60.24 £54.59
1 000 zł $353.36 € 240.96 £218.34

Quick currency convertor
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With around 30 theatres and 60 cinemas, Warsaw is 
undoubtedly the cultural centre of Poland. These are 
supplemented by a myriad of festivals as diverse as the 
Chopin, Jewish Culture and the Warsaw International Film 
Festival. The city's skyline, until recent shiny-squeaky ad-
ditions, was long dominated by the spendidly over the top 
Palace of Culture and Science with the famous Congress 
Hall downstairs. Over the years it has hosted everyone 
from Marlene Dietrich to, in 1967! !, the Rolling Stones. 
Other places definitely worth exploring include the famous 
club Stodoła, lots of cutting edge concerts and the like, as 
well as the Palladium for more of a cabaret type evening.

Art galleries
Kordegarda C-2, ul. Krakowskie Przedmieście 15/17, 
tel. (+48) 22 421 01 25, www.zacheta.art.pl. Part of the 
Zachęta gallery, nowadays this avant-garde gallery is also a 
location for the ministry of culture. See mature artists known 
domestically and abroad.QOpen 11:00 - 19:00, Closed Mon. 
Admission free.
Stairs Gallery (Galeria Schody) C-3, ul. Nowy Świat 
39, tel. (+48) 22 828 89 43, www.galeriaschody.pl. Q 
Open 12:00 - 18:00, Closed Sat, Sun. Admission free.
Zachęta National Gallery of Art (Zachęta Nar-
odowa Galeria Sztuki) B-3, Pl. Małachowskiego 3, tel. 
(+48) 22 827 58 54, www.zacheta.art.pl. Unmissable. 
One of the leading galleries in Poland, with a focus on the 
contemporary.QOpen 12:00 - 20:00, Closed Mon. Admis-
sion 10/7zł, Thu free.

Cinemas
Atlantic Cinema B-4, ul. Chmielna 33, tel. (+48) 
22 827 08 94, www.kinoatlantic.pl.QBox office open 
depending on repertoire. Tickets 13-24zł.
Cinema 5D Extreme (Kino 5D Extreme) Fort Wola, 
ul. Połczyńska 4 (Wola), tel. (+48) 22 498 66 77. One of 
only a handful of 5D interactive cinemas in the world. Besides 
a 3D screen, the cinema offers touch, mice running around 
your legs for example, and smell, let's not ask. You never leave 
your seat and they show educational films too.Q Box office 
open 10:00 - 21:00, Fri, Sat 10:00 - 22:00. Tickets 16 - 20zł.
Femina A-2, Al. Solidarności 115, tel. (+48) 22 654 
45 45, www.kinoplex.pl. Shabby multiplex. Q Box office 
open depending on repertoire. Tickets 13-20zł, Tue, Thu 13zł.
Kino.Lab G-4, Centrum Sztuki Współczesnej, ul. Jazdów 
2, tel. (+48) 22 628 12 71 ext. 135, www.kinolab.art.
pl. Independent and alternative gallery and cinema. Very 
artsy, baby.QBox office open depending on repertoire. 
Tickets 6-12zł.
Luna F-4, ul. Marszałkowska 28, tel. (+48) 22 621 78 
28, www.kinoluna.pl.QBox office open 10:00 - 21:30. 
Tickets 5-16zł.
Multikino Złote Tarasy A-4, ul. Złota 59, tel. (+48) 22 
201 16 10, www.multikino.pl. Also on Al. Ken 60 (Ursynów).
QBox office open depending on repertoire. Tickets 17-27zł.

Cultural Centres
Ujazdowski Castle (Museum Of Modern Art/
CSW) (Centrum Sztuki Współczesnej Zamek 
Ujazdowski) G-4, ul. Jazdów 2, tel. (+48) 22 628 12 
71 ext.135, www.csw.art.pl. The Centre for Contemporary 
Art is a place for the creation and documentation of art in all 
its forms. The Centre achieves its goals through exhibitions, 
performances, presentations of visual theatre, concerts of 
contemporary music, screenings of experimental films, video 
art, shows and creative workshops, as well as various inter-
disciplinary events. The centre was established twelve years 

ago and is an ongoing work in progress, a unique feature of 
which is the way the developing art programme is correlated 
with the reconstruction and organization of the architectural 
spaces of the Castle in which the Centre is housed. The 
Museum Of Modern Art/CSW realizes about 400 projects a 
year.QOpen 12:00 - 19:00, Fri 12:00 - 21:00, Closed Mon. 
Admission 12/6zł, Thu free.

Operas
Great Theatre - National Opera (Teatr Wielki 
- Opera Narodowa) B-2, Pl. Teatralny 1, tel. (+48) 
22 826 50 19, www.teatrwielki.pl. The grandaddy of 
all Polish opera houses, it originally opened in 1833 and 
has been presenting world class spectacular productions 
ever since. However, i t doesn't just deal with classical 
opera, check out the ballet and other concerts all from 
Tuesday to Sunday. Q Box office open 10:00 - 19:00. 
Tickets 20-130zł.

Philharmonics
National Philharmonic (Filharmonia Narodowa) 
B-3, ul. Sienkiewicza 10, tel. (+48) 22 551 71 28, 
www.filharmonia.pl. Everyone and anyone should be 
able to find something to their taste at the National 
Philharmonic. Architecturally based on the Paris Opera, 
it staged its first concert in 1901. Performances range 
from traditional classical music to modern interpretations 
of old composers to concerts for children. Q Box office 
open 10:00 - 14:00, 15:00 - 19:00, Sun depending on the 
repertoire. Tickets 15-45zł.

Theatres
National Theatre (Teatr Narodowy) B-2, Pl. Teat-
ralny 3, tel. (+48) 22 692 06 04, www.narodowy.pl. 
Q Box office open 11:00 - 14:30, 15:00 - 19:00, Sun 16:00 
- 19:00. Closed Mon. Tickets 20-80zł.
Na Woli Theatre ul. Kasprzaka 22 (Wola), tel. (+48) 
22 632 24 78, www.teatrnawoli.pl. This theatre was 
founded in 1976 by the great actor Tadeusz Łomnicki. Wor-
thy of note to all of us is that they give performances with 
English subtitles. We aren't sure how this works, but it has 
to be worth checking out.QBox office Open 10:00 - 14:00, 
15:00 - 18:00. Tickets 18-50zł.
Sabat Theatre (Teatr Sabat) B-4, ul. Foksal 16, tel. 
(+48) 22 826 23 55 ext. 20, www.teatr-sabat.pl.QBox 
office open 10:00 - 18:00, Thu, Fri 10:00 - 20:00, Sat 12:00 
- 20:00. Closed Sun. Tickets 90-230zł.
The Music Theatre ROMA (Teatr Muzyczny 
ROMA) A-4, ul. Nowogrodzka 49, tel. (+48) 22 628 70 
71, www.teatrroma.pl.QBox office open 10:00 - 17:00, 
Closed Sun. Tickets 33-90zł.

October
02.10 Friday 
Peaches 
F-5, Stodoła, ul. Batorego 10, tel. (+48) 22 825 60 31, 
www.stodola.pl. Peaches is a project by Canadian vocal-
ist and producer Merrill Beth Nisker. The concert will be 
promoting her new album 'I Feel Cream'. It's punk rock, rap, 
disco, electro, glam rock and controversial lyrics, for example 
'Fatherf***er' ('Father figure' doesn't sound controversial to 
me?!) as well as the saucy 'Impeach My Bush'.QConcert 
starts at 20:00. Tickets 110zł. Available www.eventim.pl 
and Stodoła's box office (Open 10:00-17:00. Closed Sat, 
Sun, Mon).

12.11 Thursday - 15.11 Sunday 
Warsaw Salsa Festival 

Event takes place in various locations. Check descrip-
tion for more info., tel. (+48) 501 062 607, www.sal-
safestival.pl. This will be the fifth time Warsaw guests the 
biggest brains and talents of the world of salsa. It always 
attracts hundreds of fans from Lithuania, Latvia, Germany, 
Netherlands, France, Norway, Spain, GB and Belarus for 
workshops and thousands more just turn up to party. 
As ever the organisers have brought in top instructors who 
are sure to please the crowds; they include Salseros: Juan 
Matos & Amneris Martinez (USA), Burju & Victor (Hacha 
y Machete, USA), Salsa Dance Squad (Netherlands), 
Tamambo & Ania (Great Britan/Polsand), Falco & Virginia 
(Ecuador/Spain) and even more. If that doen’t get your 
latin side going, nothing will! The Columbian Embassy 
has the extremely grand title of ‘Emeritus Patron of the 
Festival” to keep things respectable and they have invited 
the Columbian salsa band Calambuco. 
The workshops operate on 4 levels: from complete begin-
ners to advanced. A pass for beginners (8 lessons) costs 
190zł per person, 330zł for a couple. For a full schedule of 
workshops visit the website which has a complete English 
version. For those not interested in workshops there are 
four parties every eventing at 3 locations:

12.11 Wednesday - Salsa Libre, ul. Solec 38, H-2
21:00 - This party includes a demonstration by instructors.

13.11 Thursday - Stodoła, ul. Batorego 10, F-5
A party lead by DJ Malo (Switzerland) and DJ Julian the 
Duke (GB) with at
21:00-22:00: a salsa course for beginners
23:00-23:30: Dance shows by:
Salsa Sabrosa, Project Salsa, SHO, Mauro & Eva, Frank 
Santos & Alina and Salsa Kaunas
23:30-23:45 Presentation of instructors
12:00-01:30 Concert of the Calambuco orchestra
02:00-06:00 DJ Malo/DJ Julian the Duke

14.11 Saturday - Stodoła, ul. Batorego 10, F-5
21:00-22:00 Salsa course for total beginners
22:00-23:30 DJ Malo/DJ Julian the Duke will perform.
23:30-00:30 Eric Lalta’s play with: Iris De Brito & Ozy, Latin 
Groove, Hacha y Machete, Farid & Adil, Falco & Virginia, 
Salsa Dance Squad, Majusee, Neeraj & Gosia, Salsaché, 
Salsa Kings, Salsa Libre, Juan Matos & Amneris Martinez
00:30-6:00: DJ Malo/DJ Julian the Duke will play the night 
away for those with any puff left.

Wonderful stuff and well worth checking out. Q Passes 
160 - 460zł. Available at www.salsafestival.pl.

Warsaw Salsa Festival
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02.10 Friday 
Rubl 
Progresja, ul. Kaliskiego 15 a (Bemowo), tel. (+48) 22 
683 75 42. This is a new group put together by the former 
vocalist of Leningrad Sergei Shnurov. He has swapped his bala-
lajka for an electric guitar, but the lyrics are still very slavic and 
music's hard. Alongside Shnurov there are also A.Antonienko, 
A.Kaniew,K.Limonow,D.Muzin who are also Lenigrad ex-
members. Sounds to me like they never split up.Q Concert 
starts at 19:00. Tickets 70zł. Available at www.eventim.pl.

04.10 Sunday 
A Story of Polish Jazz 
B-3, National Philharmonic, ul. Sienkiewicza 10, tel. (+48) 
22 551 71 28, www.vipjazz.pl. A concert organised by Andrzej 
Muranowski, who has also put together an exhibition with the 
same title in Arkadia Centre, Al. Jana Pawła II 82, D-1, comprising 
80 photos of Polish jazzmen lasting from 21 to 29th Sept. During 
the concert his photographs are going to be shown on the big 
screen behind the stage. The key part of the proceedings is a 
concert by Polish jazz merchants: Jarosław Śmietana and Jacek 
Pelc performing with Ewa Bem, Jerzy Duduś Matuszkiewicz, 
Zbigniew Namysłowski, Michał Urbaniak, Jan Ptaszyn Wróblewski, 
Wojciech Karolak, Janusz Muniak, Henryk Miśkiewicz, Robert Ma-
jewski , Krzesimir Dębski, Tomasz Szukalski and Michał Urbaniak. 
Expect a lot of bigwigs from the worlds of culture and politics 
to be shmoozing in the audience. Q Concert starts at 20:00. 
Tickets 220-350zł. Available at www.eventim.pl and National 
Philharmnonics' box office (Open 10:00 - 14:00, 15:00 - 19:00, 
Sun depending on the repertoire).

06.10 Tuesday 
BASIA 
B-4, Congress Hall, Pl. Defilad 1, tel. (+48) 61 852 43 
10, www.go-ahead.pl. Popular songstress BASIA will be 
giving 3 concerts during her visit to Poland, promoting her 
new album: 'It's that girl again'. It's fronted by the single 'A 
Gift' and was first released in Japan, later in United States 
and finally in Europe, I wonder why? Anyway, it's selling like 
hotcakes, as they used to say, and has already gone gold here. 
People evidently still love her mixture of pop, jazz with dashes 
of latino.QConcert starts at 20:00. Tickets 150/250zł. Avail-
able at www.eventim.pl.

08.10 Thursday 
Audiofeels 
B-4, Congress Hall (PKiN), Pl. Defilad 1. 
The group consists of 8 boys but...come back!...they are 
NOT a boyband. Having met in Poznań, they started singing 
a capella, but soon picked up some instruments. They are a 
cover band performing hits by the likes of Michael Jackson and 
Red Hot Chili Peppers and came to prominence via the Polish 
TV show ‘You’ve got talent’ - we shall see. Q Concert starts 
at 19:00. Tickets 100-200zł. Available at www.eventim.pl.

10.10 Saturday 
Tori Amos 
B-4, Congress Hall (PKiN), Pl. Defilad 1, tel. (+48) 22 
656 72 99. We all know who pianist, singer-songwriter Tori 
Amos is, just don't ask me to hum any of her numbers. She's 
coming to Poland to give 2 concerts, one in Zabrze, the other in 
Warsaw. It's all part of her Sinful Attraction Tour which began. 
Come and hear all the emotional favourites with songs full of 
lyricism. Apparently, it's called a mix of climate and alternative 
rock, climate rock... Q Concerts starts at 18:00. Tickets154-
198zł. Available at www.eventim.pl, Congress Hall box office 
(Open 11:00 - 18:00, Sat, Sun 11:00 - 15:00) and Empik 
(ul. Złota 59, B-3. Open 10:00 - 22:00, Sun 10:00 - 20:00).

13.10 Tuesday 
Nigel Kennedy Quintet 
F-5, Stodoła, ul. Batorego 10, tel. (+48) 22 825 60 31, 
www.stodola.pl. 
Villa and Cracovia fan, Juilliard School graduate, if you didn’t 
know Kennedy has strong connections to Poland in the 
shape of his wife and is very popular over here. He divides 
his free time between 2 places: his mansion in Malvern and 
his appartment on ul. Floriańska in Kraków. In 2003 with The 
Kroke Baned (Kraków in Yiddish) he recorded an album ‘East 
Meets East’. Since 2002 he’s been the guest artistic director 
of Kraków Philharmonics. Q Concert starts at 20:00. Tickets 
85-105zł. Available www.eventim.pl and Stodoła’s box office 
(Open 10:00-17:00. Closed Sat, Sun, Mon).

16.10 Friday 
Archive 
E-5, Stodoła, ul. Batorego 10, tel. (+48) 32 825 60 
31. These Brits will be giving 2 concerts in Poland, one in 
Kraków, the other here in Warsaw. It's all in aid of the new 
critically-acclaimed album "Controlling Crowds". Their music 
has been described as somewhere between Pink Floyd and 
Radiohead. Taking that in an alphabetical sense, it would 
seem to indicate we should expect something like Queen, 
let's see. Q Available at www.eventim.pl and Stodoła box 
office (Open 09:00 - 19:00, Sat 09:00 - 14:00. Closed Sun). 

16.10 Friday 
Mudhoney 
D-4, Music Club Progresja, ul. Kaliskiego 15a, tel. (+48) 
22 683 75 42. If you think Nirvana was the first grunge band, 
you're wrong. Cobain always acknowledged the influence 
of Mudhoney, claiming he only ever aspired to their level of 
popularity, before things spiralled out of control. Their last 
album "The Lucky Ones" came out in 2008 and is their fastest 
piece to date. Essential stuff - we like these boys.QConcert 
starts at 20:00. Tickets 99/89zł. Available at www.eventim.pl.

17.10 Saturday 
Perfect Symphonic 
B-4, Congress Hall (PKiN), Pl. Defilad 1. 
As Polish rock acts go, they genuinely don’t come any bigger 
than Perfect. Founded in 1977 their heyday came in the mid 80s 
when they were the biggest and best selling band in the country. 
As with all rock legends, there have been rough times too - in 
1992 after a row between vocalist Grzegorz Markowski and 
leader, founder member and guitarist Zbigniew Hołyds the band 
broke up only to reform a year later without Hołdys. 
In 2002 they recorded the album “Symfonicznie” where 
they performed a selection of their hits with a symphony 
orchestra. Cheesy as it sounds, it went down very well with 
the public going platinum within two weeks. Ever since, from 
time to time, Perfect give some concerts based on the album 
and this is one of them. Q Concert starts at 19:00. Tickets 
130/100zł. Available at www.eventim.pl.

18.10 Sunday 
I AM X 
F-5, Stodoła, ul. Batorego 10, tel. (+48) 61 852 43 10, 
www.go-ahead.pl. Chris Corner's group, he's also known 
from the Sneaker Pimps, are famous for their stonking con-
certs. The group aleady has three albums to their name: Kiss 
and Swallow, Alternative, Kingdom of Welcome Addiction. In 
2008 they also released Live in Warsaw. Their songs touch on 
extreme themes including weird sex, obsessions, alienation, 
death and bisexuality. Maybe it's best to leave your mum at 
home. QConcert starts at 20:00. Tickets 89/79zł. Available 
at www.eventim.pl.

Warsaw Chamber Op-
era (Warszawska Op-
era Kameralna) A-1, 
Al. Solidarności 76b, 
tel. (+48) 22 831 22 40, 
www.operakameralna.
pl. The Warsaw Cham-
ber Opera was founded 
in 1961 by Stefan Sut-
kowski, who has served 
as its Managing and Ar-
tistic Director ever since. 
The company’s inaugural 
production performed on 
the 4th September 1961 
was Pergolesi’s La Serva Padrona. Since October 1986 
the Opera has performed at its own theatre, a listed 
building dating from 1775 whose audience contributes 
to the acoustic sound created. 
At present the Warsaw Chamber Opera consists of over 
two directors, two designers, seven conductors, over 75 
soloists, and two small-size symphony orchestras. It also 
has the period-instruments ensemble Musicae Antiquae 
Collegium Varsoviense, a Mime Group and the 40-strong 
Chamber Choir. 
The repertoire of the Warsaw Chamber Opera spans a 
wide variety of musical styles and genres: from medieval 
mystery plays to the operas of the Baroque and Classi-
cal periods, 18th century pantomimes, the operas by 
Rossini and Donizetti, as well as works by contemporary 
composers. 
The Warsaw Chamber Opera ensembles also give 
regular concer ts featuring chamber, oratorio and 
symphonic music of various epochs. In 1984 the 
Warsaw Chamber Opera established the Research 
and Documentation Centre of Early Polish Music. I t 
deals with the research, publication, per formance 
and recording of newly-discovered works by Polish 
composers. 
The music of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart has long oc-
cupied a prominent place in the company’s repertoire. 
The Warsaw Chamber Opera is the only company in 
the world to have Mozart’s entire operatic output in its 
permanent repertoire and this unprecedented achieve-
ment has won the Warsaw company-wide international 
recognition. In addition to this the Warsaw Chamber 
Opera has also organized the 4th Claudio Monteverdi 
Festival, The Celebrations to mark 400 Years of Opera 
as a Genre and An Ode to Europe Festival. Q Box office 
open 9:00 - 18:00, Sat, Sun depending on repertoire. 
Tickets 30-120zł.

Until 19.12 Saturday
Festival of Georg Friedrich Händel 
A-1, Warsaw Chamber Opera, Al. Solidarności 76b, 
tel. (+48) 22 831 22 40, www.operakameralna.pl. 
Handel Year 2009 has been a good one for the Chamber 
Orchestra’s baroque instrumentalists.
The opera organised the first Handel festival staging 
‘Imenea’, ‘Rinaldo’. To that they have added ‘Giulio Ce-
sare’ considered to be one of his best. Another highlight 
promises to be the three monodramas (La Lucrezia, 
Arminda abbandonata and Agrippina condotta a morire) 
performed during one evening. Q Available at Chamber 
Opera’s box office (Open 9:00 - 18:00, Sat, Sun depend-
ing on repertoire).

Warsaw Chamber Opera

18.11 Wednesday 
VIDEO GAME 
H-4, Torwar, ul. Łazienkowska 6a. Video Game is a 
unique concert which shouldn’t be missed by anyone 
interested in the form, presenting, as it does, music from 
the best video games ever. During this event a symphonic 
orchestra and choir will perform their interpretations 
of the most recognisable gaming compositions. The 
music will be accompanied with great visual effects. 
We will hear music from games such as Tetris, Mario 
Bros, Zelda, Warcraft, Final Fantasy, Harry Potter 
and Tomb Raider. 
Video Game is the brainchild of Tommy Tallarico and 
Jack Wall and on the day of the concert we are all 
invited to compete in various computer games with the 
winners making a visualization for the night concert. 
Tommy Tallarico and Jack Wall are always present at 
the concert. Wall is the conductor of the orchestra 
while Tallarico is the host and often grabs the guitar 
or supports the choir.
In 2009 the tour has taken in such prestigeous places 
as the Royal Festival Hall in London and the Beacon 
Theatre on Broadway. In the past they have played 
in China, Japan and Canada. They made it into the 
Guinness Book of Records for giving 43 concerts in 
a year and this year they have a chance to break the 
record again. Expect visualizations, lasers, multimedia 
presentation, the best orchetras and choirs. If you are 
interested, get your skates on as regards tickets as 
they are going fast. The show will also be going to 
Zabrze.Q Event starts at 20:00. Tickets 95-155zł. 
Available at www.eventim.pl.

VIDEO GAMES LIVE
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George Frideric Handel Festival
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Premiere 28 September 2009 at 7:00 p.m.
30 September, 2 October, 7, 9, 10 December 2009 at 7:00 p.m.

Warsaw Chamber Opera Theatre

TRE DONNE – TRE DESTINI
LA LUCREZIA, ARMIDA ABBANDONATA

AGRIPPINA CONDOTTA A MORIRE
Direction and choreography – Izadora Weiss Scenography – Marlena Skoneczko

Olga Pasiecznik – soprano

1 October 2009 at 7.00 p.m.
Royal Castle – Great Ballroom

WATER MUSIC
MUSIC FOR THE ROYAL FIREWORKS

Conductor – Władysław Kłosiewicz

3 October 2009 at 7.00 p.m.
Royal Castle – Concert Hall

15 December 2009 at 7.00 p.m., WCO Theatre

CHAMBER CONCERT
Marta Boberska – soprano, Anna Radziejewska – mezzo-soprano, Artur Janda – bass

4 October 2009 at 7.00 p.m., WCO Theatre

HARPSICHORD RECITAL
Lilianna Stawarz

Suite in A major  HWV 426,  Suite in D minor  HWV 428
Suite in G minor  HWV 432,  Suite in F minor  HWV 433

15, 17, 19, 21 October 2009  at 6.00 p.m.
Warsaw Chamber Opera Theatre

GIULIO CESARE
Staging and direction – Marek Weiss
Scenography – Marlena Skoneczko

Musical direction, conductor – Władysław Kłosiewicz

27, 29, 31 October
3 November 2009 at 7.00 p.m.
Warsaw Chamber Opera Theatre

IMENEO
Staging and direction – Ryszard Peryt
Scenography – Andrzej Sadowski

Musical direction, conductor – Władysław Kłosiewicz

20, 22, 24, 26 November 2009 at 7.00 p.m.
Warsaw Chamber Opera Theatre

RINALDO
Staging and direction – Ryszard Peryt
Scenography – Andrzej Sadowski

Musical direction, conductor – Władysław Kłosiewicz

19 December 2009 at 7.00 p.m.
Royal Castle – Great Ballroom

MESSIAH
Musical direction, conductor – Władysław Kłosiewicz

Olga Pasiecznik – soprano,   Anna Radziejewska – alto

Sylwester Smulczyński – tenor,   Jarosław Bręk – bass

Warsaw Chamber Opera Choir
Period Instruments Ensemble of the Warsaw Chamber Opera

Musicae Antiquae Collegium Varsoviense
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22.10 Thursday 
Happysad 
F-5, Stodoła, ul. Batorego 10, tel. (+48) 22 825 60 31, 
www.stodola.pl. This popular Polish rock band will stop in 
Warsaw as part of their “Long Way Tour.” Their 2007 album 
‘Nieprzygoda' (Unadventure) hit first place in the Polish rock 
charts and was one of the best selling records of the year. 
Q Concert starts at 20:00. Tickets 35-42zł. Available www.
eventim.pl and Stodoła's box office (Open 10:00-17:00. 
Closed Sat, Sun, Mon).

24.10 Saturday 
DDW - Professional Wrestling Evening 
F-5, Stodoła, ul. Batorego 10, tel. (+48) 22 825 
60 31, www.stodola.pl. 7 fights make up this first 
American style wrestling night in Poland for16 years. 
WWF saw i t's heyday in the 80s with Hulk Hogan filling 
the same stadia the night after the Stones had played. 
These days we all have our own indigenous wrestling 
franchises so there's not much call for costly imports. In 
Poland DDW have just star ted and the brains of 'Do or 
Die Wrestling' are American Don Roid and Polish Olym-
pic Wrestling Champion Andrzej Supron. The stars will 
include Austin Aries, who you might have seen in Darren 
Aronofsky's 'The Wrestler', as well as the scarry-looking 
Ruckus. Give me Mick McManus, Cyanide Sid Cooper and 
Jimmy Breaks any day.Q Event star ts at 19:00. Ticket 
prices coming soon.

27.10 Tuesday 
Alexandrov Ensemble 
B-4, Congress Hall (PKiN), Pl. Defilad 1, tel. (+48) 22 
656 72 99, www.kongresowa.pl. 
The A.V. Alexandrov Russian Army twice red-bannered 
academic song and dance ensemble is a male voice choir, 
an orchestra and a dance troupe. They date back to 1928 
when they were founded by Alexander Vasilyevich Alexan-
drov, composer of the Soviet Union national anthem, one 
of my favourites. With a repertoire of about 2000 songs 
they’re never short of an encore or two - ‘All power to the 
Soviets!’ as they probably still say. Q Concerts starts at 
19:30. Tickets 100-300zł. Available at www.eventim.pl and 
Congress Hall box office (Open 11:00 - 18:00, Sat, Sun 11:00 
- 15:00) and Empik (ul. Złota 59, B-3. Open 10:00 - 22:00, 
Sun 10:00 - 20:00).

28.10 Wednesday 
Tango Pasion - de Buenos Aires tango show 
B-4, Congress Hall (PKiN), Pl. Defilad 1. Tango Pasion 
has been playing on Broadway since 1993 and is a show 
with the best dancers chosen from the best Argentinian 
dance schools
The music is played live by Grammy winner Sexteto Mayor. 
The dancers show various love stories, presenting the whole 
range of human emotion. They have toured the world and 
finally visit Poland so don’t miss it! Q Event starts at 20:00. 
Tickets 70-250zł. Available at Congress Hall box office (Open 
11:00 - 18:00, Sat, Sun 11:00 - 15:00) and Empik, ul. Złota 
59, B-3 (Open 10:00 - 22:00, Sun 10:00 - 20:00).

29.10 Thursday 
Natalie Cole 
B-4, Congress Hall (PKiN), Pl. Defilad 1, tel. (+48) 22 
656 72 99. This jazz music diva has got over the daughter 
label to establish herself as one of the most important 
vocalists in the world. She's released  20 albums so far and 
has won 14 grammies, 7 for one album 'Unforgettable: With 
Love' - dedicated to her dead father. This will be her second 

gig in Poland, in 2007 she performed during the Warsaw 
Summer Jazz Days Festival where she was very well-received.
QConcert starts at 20:00. Tickets 110-300zł. Available at 
www.eventim.pl and Congress Hall box office (Open 11:00 - 
18:00, Sat, Sun 11:00 - 15:00) and Empik, ul. Złota 59, B-3 
(Open 10:00 - 22:00, Sun 10:00 - 20:00).

November
03.11 Tuesday - 04.11 Wednesday 
Cirque Eloize: Rain 
B-4, Congress Hall, Pl. Defilad 1, tel. (+48) 22 696 99 00. 
Cirque Eloize is a not a circus, there is no humiliation of our 
four-legged friends. No, it's all about mixing classical with 
modern dance. Probably the most interesting element of the 
play will be a performance by two Polish artists, Jacek Wyskup 
and Bartłomiej Pankau - a famous duet known as Mellkart 
Ball who won the Polish edition of the famous TV show You've 
got talent. We will also get the chance to see a performance 
of Rain which concentrates on child's memories with great 
music, the effect of rain on beautifully honed bodies. The 
show has been all over the world and has been performed 
over 600 times Q Event starts at 19:00. Tickets 70-250zł. 
Available at Congress Hall box office (Open 11:00 - 18:00, 
Sat, Sun 11:00 - 15:00).

03.11 Tuesday 
Cassandra Wilson 
E-3, Hilton Warsaw Hotel, ul. Grzybowska 63, tel. (+48) 
22 356 55 55, www.warsaw.hilton.com. Grammy award 
winner Cassandra Wilson is, along with Abbey Lincoln, Dianne 
Reeves, Nenny Freelon and Dee Dee Bridgewater, one of the 
biggest jazz female vocalists on the scene. Performing since 
1975, she started out with blues and r&b standards, going 
into jazz in the early 80s. Her last album 'Loverly' was released 
in 2008. Perhaps it contains a west country flavour, I checked 
the spelling twice myself and it is correct. Q Concert starts 
at 20:00. Tickets 120-250zł. Available at www.eventim.pl.

04.11 Wednesday - 05.11 Thursday 
Kult 
F-5, Stodoła, ul. Batorego 10, tel. (+48) 22 825 60 31, 
www.stodola.pl. Kult are the Grandaddies of the Polish 
alternative rock. Lead by the indomitable vocalist and lyric 
writer Kazik Staszewski, if you want something truly Polish 
and very cool, look no further. Their music has its roots in 
punk and new wave, but also includes elements of jazz and 
psychadelic rock.
Originally founded in 1982 by Staszewski and Piotr Wieteska 
on bass, their lyrics in the 80s hit out at 'the system' which 
at that time meant the communists. Since the fall of the wall, 
they seem to have got even more truculent and unpredictable 
- nobody is safe, unique. Q Concert starts at 19:00. Tickets 
40-45zł. Available www.eventim.pl and Stodoła's box office 
(Open 10:00-17:00. Closed Sat, Sun, Mon).

05.11 Satuday 
Mazowsze 
B-4, Congress Hall (PKiN), Pl. Defilad 1, tel. (+48) 22 
656 72 99. 
...or to give it its full title 'Mazowsze: State Band Of Song And 
Dance Mazovia'. Founded 60 years ago this professional bal-
let, choir and orchestra number about 100 people and are 
acknowledged masters of Polish folk music. They perform 
songs and dances from the 42 distinct etnographic regions of 
Poland. Q Concert start at 19:00. Tickets 40-90zł. Available 
at www.eventim.pl, Congress Hall box office (Open 11:00 - 
18:00, Sat, Sun 11:00 - 15:00) and Empik (ul. Złota 59, B-3. 
Open 10:00 - 22:00, Sun 10:00 - 20:00).

M a z o v i a  R e g i o n 
Centre of Culture 
and Ar ts (Mazow-
ieckie Centrum Kul-
tury i Sztuki) A-3, ul. 
Elektoralna 12, tel. 
(+48) 22 620 39 62, 

www.mckis.waw.pl. No prizes for guessing what 
this lot get up to. They’re here to promote the culture 
and tradition of the Mazovian region (that’s the area 
which Warsaw finds i tsel f in), and this is achieved 
by organizing festivals, ar tistic events, publishing 
books and various other activi ties. Their reper toire 
so far has been more than impressive, with events 
such as Warsaw Musical Meetings, the Festival of 
Ukrainian Cul ture and the European Festival of Ar t 
already under their bel t.QOpen 08:00 - 16:00. 
Admission free.

Until 11.10 Saturday 
Crowned Mazovia 

tel. (+48) 22 586 42 27, w w w.mckis.waw.
pl. First staged in 2001 to mark the occasion of 
the 475th anniversary of the incorporation of the 
Mazovian Princedom into the Polish Kingdom, how 
esoteric is that? I t’s about staging earl y music 
concer ts in ancien t, of ten forgot ten locations. 
2009 sees the 100th anniversary of Mieczysława 
Karłowicza, a Polish composer with strong links to 
Mazovia, so expect to hear lots of those well-known 
tunes.QFull schedule available at www.mckis.waw.
pl. Admission free.

02.10 Friday - 23.10 Friday
Stanisław Baja Exhibition 
Test Gallery, ul. Marszałkowska 34/50, tel. 
(+48) 22 622 66 83. Stanisław Baja has had 50 
individual exhibi tions at home and abroad, he is 
believed to be one of the best Polish landscape 
painters. Recurring themes, apart from landscapes, 
are his neighbours, mother and friends. Q Open 
11:00 - 17:00, Thu 11:00 - 19:00, Sat 11:00 - 15:00. 
Admission free.

Mazovia Region Centre 

www.inyourpocket.com
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10.11 Tuesday 
Chris Botti 
B-2, Great Theatre - National Opera, Pl. Teatralny 1, tel. 
(+48) 22 826 50 19, www.teatrwielki.pl. 
Amusing name of the week goes to Mr Botti. Born in Portland 
in 1962, he started playing trumpet when he was 10 and now 
he’s one of the most popular (smooth) jazz artists. As a ses-
sion musician he has played for Aretha Franklin, Chaka Khan, 
Betty Midler, Bob Dylan and Paul Simon. He must like it here 
as this will be his 4th visit and the crowds really get ‘behind’ 
him, sorry. Q Concert starts at 20:00. Tickets 250-350zł. 
Available at www.eventim.pl.

12.11 Thursday 
The RAT PACK: a west end musical 
B-4, Congress Hall, Pl. Defilad 1, tel. (+48) 22 696 99 00. 
West End musical: The Rat Pack is a presentation of songs by 
such artists as Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin and Sammy Davis Jr. 
It's a journey back to those heady days and the hits we all know 
and love accompanied by a great swing group. Since 2002 the 
show has been seen on the best stages all over the world. Q 
Concert starts at 20:00. Tickets 70-250zł. Available at Congress 
Hall box office (Open 11:00-18:00, Sat, Sun 11:00-15:00).

13.11 Friday 
Gregorian 
B-4, Congress Hall (PKiN), Pl. Defilad 1, tel. (+48) 22 
656 72 99, www.kongresowa.pl. 
One of the most recognisable ensembles in the world, the Gre-
gorians are no strangers to chart success with their ghostly 
chanting. It was producer Frank Petersen’s idea to connect 
this style with pop hits in early 90s, so know we know... Q 
Event starts at 20:00. Tickets 75-250zł. Available at Congress 
Hall box office (Open 11:00-18:00, Sat, Sun 11:00-15:00).

17.11 Tuesday 
Marilyn Manson 
F-5, Stodoła, ul. Batorego 10, tel. (+48) 22 825 60 31, 
www.stodola.pl. Loathe them or simply hate them, these 
tedious shock-goth rockers don't give up, do they - although 
I wonder what else they could do, work in Aldi maybe? Ac-
cording to the latest gossip Manson has recently put on a 
few pounds, which must be a relief to has mum, at least.
QConcert starts at 18:00. Tickets 176zł. Available at www.
eventim.pl.

19.11 Thursday 
Placebo 
H-4, Torwar, ul. Łazienkowska 6a, www.livenation.
pl. London alt rockers Placebo will be promoting the June 
released album “Battle For The Sun”. The current line-up is 
Brian Molko, Stefan Olsdal and Steve Forrest, but I'm sure 
that's a girl in the picture.Q Concert starts at 18:00. Tickets 
99-220zł. Available at www.eventim.pl.

19.11 Thursday 
UFO 
Progresja, ul. Kaliskiego 15a (Bemowo), tel. (+48) 22 
825 60 31. 
Old heavy metal acts don’t die, they just tour middle Europe a 
lot. An inspiration to Steve Harris of Iron Maiden, Kirk Hammet 
of Metallica, Dave Mustaine of Megadeth and a host of others, 
they have been active off and on since 1969. Their last studio 
album was 2006’s ‘The Monkey Puzzle’ and in May 2009 the 
new album ‘Visitor’ should see the light of day. Respect. Q 
Concert starts at 20:00. Tickets 100zł. Available at www.
eventim.pl and Stodoła box office (Open 09:00 - 19:00, Sat 
09:00 - 14:00. Closed Sun).

23.11 Monday 
EDITORS 
F-5, Stodoła, ul. Batorego 10, tel. (+48) 61 852 43 10, 
www.go-ahead.pl. The concert is part of the tour called: In 
this Light promoting the Editors' third album. Apparently it's 
inspired by the movie Blade Runner. The Editors' influences 
can be traced through Interpol back to Joy Division, so you 
know what to expect.Q Concert starts at 20:00. Ticket 
prices coming soon.

28.11 Saturday 
35 Years Of Budka Suflera 
B-4, Congress Hall (PKiN), Pl. Defilad 1, tel. (+48) 22 
656 72 99, www.kongresowa.pl. 
It was 1969 when Grzegorz Cugowski founded his Budka 
Suflera. The name, meaning prompt-box, comes, REM style, 
from having a look in a dictionary. They set out playing covers 
of John Mayall, Hendrix and Led Zeppelin. After a
few years of limited success the band broke up and Cugowski 
took part in Romuald Lipko’s music project that later took on 
the name of Cugowski’s former band, giving life to today’s 
group. This concert will include special guests, former vocalist 
Stanisław Wenglorz as well as Felicjan Andrzejczak, Izabela 
Trojanowska and Urszula. Q Tickets 60-150zł. Available at 
www.eventim.pl, Congress Hall box office (Open 11:00 - 18:00, 
Sat, Sun 11:00 - 15:00) and Empik (ul. Złota 59, B-3. Open 
10:00 - 22:00, Sun 10:00 - 20:00).

30.11 Monday 
Backstreet Boys 
H-4, Torwar, ul. Łazienkowska 6a. Another blast from the 
past, perhaps for the diehard fans. The average age has 
risen to 30, Backstreet Codgers might be more appropri-
ate. After the sad loss of Kevin "Kev" Richardson 3 years 
ago, they now number 4 and are preparing to record a new 
album "This is us" and Ryan Tedder of One Republic, Akon 
and Ne-Yo are working on the project.QTicket prices and 
time coming soon.

30.11 Saturday 
Electric Light Orchestra 
B-4, Congress Hall (PKiN), Pl. Defilad 1, www.mak-
roconcert.com. Bygone Bri t supergroup ELO will be 
looking to resurrect the glory years when they play with 
the Polish Symphonic Orchestra. Expect all the greatest 
hits to get an airing, including 10538 Overture and Can't 
Get It Out of My Head. QConcert starts at 20:00. Tickets 
70-300zł. Available at www.ticketonline.pl and Congress 
Hall box office (Open 11:00 - 18:00, Sat, Sun 11:00 - 
15:00) and Empik, ul. Złota 59, B-3 (Open 10:00 - 22:00, 
Sun 10:00 - 20:00).

Ongoing
Until 07.10 Saturday 
Lux in tenebris - Igor Mitoraj 
B-2, Skwer, Krakowskie Przedmieście 60A, tel. (+48) 
22 619 05 13, www.fabrykatrzciny.pl. An exihibition of 
sculptures by Igor Mitoraj. The most famous, 'Alfeo', 'Angelo', 
'Angelo II', 'Vulcano', 'Testa San Giovanni', are all on show. 
There will be 22 pieces in total, some of them depicting im-
portant Christian events such as Angel Gabriel's Annunciation 
to St. Merry and Jesus Resurrected, which is nice.QOpen 
08:00 - 20:00. Admission free.

28.10 Wednesday 
EastWest Rockers 
E-5, Stodoła, ul. Batorego 10, tel. (+48) 32 825 60 
31, www.stodola.pl. Originally coming to prominence for 
their standout performance at the Opole music festival 
three years ago, this ragamuffin outfit are well-loved by 
all reggae fans and always put on an energetic Dance 
Hall show. Q Concert starts at 20:30. Tickets 30-38zł. 
Available at www.eventim.pl.

12.11 Thursday 
Maciej Maleńczuk - Psychodancing 
F-5, Stodoła, ul. Batorego 10, tel. (+48) 22 825 60 
31, www.stodola.pl. Maleńczuk is a controversial Polish 
musician. After years in the underground, being impris-
oned for refusing the military draft, playing on the streets, 
he has finally found mainstream success and started 
making money and even took part in the Polish version 
of ‘Idol’. The Psychodancing project, also the name of the 
album, is a collection of covers of old Polish hits by artists 
like Klenczon, Młynarski and Niemen - a good way to get 
know some Polish classics by a committed performer.Q 
Concert starts at 20:00. Tickets 45-55zł. Available www.
eventim.pl and Stodoła’s box office (Open 10:00-17:00. 
Closed Sat, Sun, Mon).

18.11 Wednesday 
Acid Drinkers 
F-5, Stodoła, ul. Batorego 10, tel. (+48) 22 825 
60 31, www.stodola.pl. With a history that includes 
supporting Slayer, Deep Purple and Bruce Dickinson the 
Acid Drinkers can count themselves as one of the big-
gest trash metal groups in the country. Formed in 1986 
by Tomasz Pukacki their greatest hits include Del Rocca 
and I Mean Acid, and you’re likely to hear them both at 
this moshfest. Q Concert starts at 20:30. Ticket prices 
coming soon.

26.11 Thursday - 27.11 Friday 
T.Love 

F-5, Stodoła, ul. Batorego 10, tel. (+48) 22 825 60 
31, www.stodola.pl. Originally formed by 4 friends from 
4th High School in Częstochowa in 1982 as Teenage Love 
Alternative, they became T.Love in 1987. They soon shot 
to fame and in 1984 they headlined at the Jarocin Music 
Festival. Their punk image slipped in the mid 90s when 
their albums “Al Capone” and “Chłopaki nie płaczą” (Boys 
don’t cry - a pastiche on boysbands) started them on a 
more poppy course. However the vocalist’s lyrics are still 
very political and comment on current times. If you want 
something very Polish, this is for you. Q Concerts start 
at 20:30. Ticket prices coming soon.

06.11 Friday - 08.11 Sunday 
6th Kwartesencja Festival 

G-4, Ujazdowski Castle, ul. Jazdów 2, www.kwart-
esencja.pl. Festival Kwartesencja is the only festival of 
its kind on the Polish scene and is quite unique. It mixes 
styles and genres of music, bringing great world artists 
together who might never have thought of joining forces. 
It is all the brainchild of the Royal String Quartet who 
began organizing the event in 2004. They had always 
wanted to create their own festival but wanted to do 
something unconventional. So far we have been able to 
see Stephen Kovacevich, Angela Hewitt, Mark Padmore, 
Kayah, Smolik, DJ Lenar and Kapela ze wsi Warszawa on 
the stage. There’s always a mixed bag and each festival 
has its own distinctive flavour. Up to now the festival has 
always taken place in the Fabryka Trzciny but this year 
they are moving to Ujazdowski Castle. The reason for the 
move is that the acoustics are extremely impressive, we’ll 
have to see. Another aspect of events that mark it out 
as different from other run-of-the-mill festivals is the fact 
that the organisers don’t want music to be the only thing 
going on. After the concerts they invite everyone to stay 
and talk and exchange opinions. This year’s programme 
is as diverse and interesting as ever; check it out below:

06.11 Friday
Škampa Quartet and Royal String Quartet
The Skampa Quartet together with the hosts will present com-
positions by Henryk Mikołaj Górecki: Już zmierzcha -’Dusk Al-
ready’. The Skampa Quartet is one of the best string quartets 
in the world and are frequent guests at places like Carnegie 
Hall. They will also present compositions by Leoš Janáček.

07.11 Saturday
Quartet New Generation
This group is an incredible flute quartet described by The 
New York Times as ‘Stunning!’ It’s a female group who 
play old and modern styles including compositions by 
such artists as Cipriano De Rore, Fulvio Caldini and more.

08.11 Sunday
Royal String Quartet
Traditionally the festival will wind up with a performance by 
the hosts.The Royal String Quartet, who have been play-
ing together since 1998, will perform pieces by Schubert: 
Death and the Girl and Black Angels by George Crumb. The 
Crumb composition should be very special as the Quartet 
apart from using their instruments will be screaming, 
whistling, playing on glasses full of water, gongs etc. Wow!
QConcerts start at 20:00. Tickets 15zł. Available at 
Ujazdowski Castle box office (Open 12:00 - 19:00, Fri 
12:00 - 21:00) and before the concerts.

Stodoła Kwartesencja Festival

www.inyourpocket.com
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Warsaw is a business city first and foremost, and occu-
pancy rates reflect that. Prices dip the moment the clock 
hits Friday, 5pm, and you’ll find some great discounts avail-
able if you hunt around online. Reflecting its image as the 
corporate briefcase of Eastern Europe the city comes well 
equipped with five star offerings, as well as a new breed 
of lower priced options for more thrifty travellers. Unless 
mentioned otherwise the options we list include breakfast 
in their rates. Hotels will list their prices in euros, dollars or 
zloty, though whatever the case your bill will be calculated 
in local currency using the exchange rate of the day.

Cream of the crop
 Hilton Warsaw Hotel & Convention Centre E-3, 
ul. Grzybowska 63, tel. (+48) 22 356 55 55, fax (+48) 
022 356 55 56, reservation.warsaw@hilton.com, www.
warsaw.hilton.com. Although just two years old the Hilton 
already feels like an established big shot on Warsaw's five 
star circuit. And it can't be denied, there's a hefty dose of 
wow factor to swallow - from a breathtaking glass lobby to 
the best (and biggest) conference facilities in the city. But it's 
not just about business. The hotel touts a gorgeous looking 
25 metre pool, while the top floor executive lounge provides 
diversions by way of DVDs, snacks, computer games and 
private check in. As for the rooms, they're just what you'd 
expect from a brand like Hilton. Accommodation comes with 
a stylish modern look, walk-in showers and flat screen televi-
sions. Particularly impressive are the corner suites, complete 
with floor-to-ceiling views of downtown Warsaw.Q314 rooms 
(303 singles 310 - 810zł, 303 doubles 310 - 810zł, 10 apart-
ments 910 - 1910zł, 1 Presidential Suite 5310 - 6910zł). Tax 
7%. POTHARUFLGKDCW hhhhh

 Holiday Inn Warszawa A-4, ul. Złota 48/54, tel. (+48) 22 
697 39 99, www.accorhotels.com. Located next to the new 
Złote Tarasy in the centre of the city. As you'd expect from any-
where that bears the Holiday Inn crest, this hotel has immaculate 
rooms which include everything the modern day traveller could 
wish for. This hotel is deceptively large, and a quick tour reveals 
designer boutiques, beauty parlour and a fitness centre in the 
basement. Q336 rooms (54 singles 255 - 630zł, 272 doubles 
255 - 630zł, 10 apartments 605 - 875zł). Breakfast 65zł. Tax 
7%. PTHARUFLKD hhhh

 Hyatt Regency Warsaw G-5, ul. Belwederska 23, tel. 
(+48) 22 558 12 34, fax (+48) 022 558 12 35, warsaw.
regency@hyatt.com, www.warsaw.regency.hyatt.com. 
Situated right on the doorstep of Łazienki Park, the Hyatt 
not only has all the five star trimmings, but the biggest hotel 
swimming pool in Warsaw. By hotel standards the rooms are 
enormous, and come with easy-on-the-eye cream colours and 
huge showerheads designed for that mock rain experience. 
Q250 rooms (90 singles €65 - 235, 132 doubles €90 - 
260, 10 suites €130 - 300, 2 Diplomatic Suite €810 - 980, 
1 Presidential Suite €1880 - 1980). Breakfast €20 Tax 7%. 
POTHARUFLGKDCW hhhhh

 InterContinental A-4, ul. Emili Plater 49, tel. (+48) 
22 328 88 88, www.warsaw.intercontinental.com. A 
beautiful three-legged structure, the Warsaw InterContinental 
is nothing short of an architectural marvel. Accommodation 
fits the setting, with spacious rooms using pleasant colour 
combinations and including every facility one would expect. 
Setting it apart from the competition is a fitness centre and 
swimming pool on the 44th floor, and huge residential suites 
for long-term guests. Q404 rooms (325 singles €70 - 290, 
325 doubles €90 - 290, 76 apartments €250 - 620, 1 Presi-
dential Suite €1700). PTHARUFLGKDC 
hhhhh

 Le Méridien Bristol C-2, ul. Krakowskie Przedmieście 
42/44, tel. (+48) 22 551 10 00, www.lemeridien.com/
warsaw. Breathe in history by booking a night in Warsaw's 
most famous hotel. The plaque in the marble clad lobby 
lists dozens of stars and royalty who have chosen to lodge 
here, and to list the facilities on offer would require an hour 
of your time. Art nouveau is the theme and rooms feature 
the classy ambiance of yesteryear. But for all the five star 
perks and trimmings our favourite touch is the courtyard 
garden; an oasis of luxury perfect for evening drinks. Q204 
rooms (170 singles 370 - 1080zł, 170 doubles 370 - 1080zł, 
33 apartments 710 - 4420zł, 1 Paderewski Suite 6800zł). 
Breakfast 110zł. Tax 7%. PTJHARUFGK�
DCW hhhhh

 MaMaison Le Regina B-1, ul. Kościelna 12, tel. 
(+48) 22 531 60 00, fax (+48) 022 531 60 01, info@
leregina.com, www.leregina.com. Rated by many as the 
most stylish hotel in Warsaw, the Regina is the bottom line 
in elegance and comes set behind a row of pastel coloured 
colonnades in Warsaw's New Town area. No expense has 
been spared in creating this luxury retreat, with bleached 
oak and marble mocha used for flooring, and restored 
frescoes featuring in many of the rooms; even the Do Not 
Disturb tags come made of velvet. Rooms mix new and 
old with effortless ease, and have enough extras to tempt 
even the most reformed of kleptomaniacs. A monastic 
quiet prevails throughout this courtyard centred hotel, with 
interiors featuring a soothing combo of whites, creams and 
caramel colours. If you're going to have a high powered 
affair with your interpreter, let it be here.Q61 rooms (58 
singles €100 - 140, 58 doubles €100 - 140, 1 apartment 
€700, 1 Le Regina Suite €850, 1 Presidential Suite €1600). 
Breakfast €20-35. Tax 7%. PTJHARUFK�
DCW hhhhh

Local  Be King of the Castle by booking into Castle Inn, 
where rooms custom designed by art bods lend a uniquely 
local modern angle to the old town setting. For something 
more upmarket check into the Polonia Palace, a restored art 
nouveau building bang in the centre with a guest list that has 
included the Miss World gals. Or why not see what it’s like to 
be a (wealthy) local, and rent out an apartment – we vouch 
for both Residence St Andrews and Old Town Apartments. 

Cheap  Nathan’s Villa was Warsaw’s first proper hostel, 
and remains its best. Oki Doki runs it close though, and 
offers rooms with wacky themes and names – House 
of 1001 Hands anyone? If hostelling is below you then 
check out Premiere Classe or Etap.

Lads If you’re touring in numbers then go for one of the 
5 star giants, all of whom tend to drop their rates at 
weekends. If you want to be central then try the Marriott 
– it comes with its own sports bar and casino. Cheaper 
options, but equally adept at coping with groups, are 
Kyraid, Campanile and MDM. 

Couples MaMaison Le Regina is the perfect honeymoon 
experience, and right in the middle of romantic new 
town. Alternatively, relive the Art Deco years inside the 
boutique Rialto.

Splurge No shortage of five star lodgings in this city 
anymore, just look into our Cream of the Crop section 
and go to whichever hotel your finger drops on. 

Lodgings at a glance
Les Clefs d’Or or the Golden Keys, will be a 
familiar sign to those of you used to staying 
at major hotels around the globe. They 
signify that the concierge that wears them on his lapel is a 
member of the organisation and is committed to providing 
high standards in service. Poland now has a number of 
concierges who have reached the standards expected by 
Les Clefs d’Or and each issue In Your Pocket speaks to one 
of the top concierges in the city to find out exactly what it is 
you should be doing, and where. In this issue we are pleased 
to have Pawel Bialas of Le Meridien Bristol, with his sug-
gestions on what to do if you are in October or November. 

With the summer and holiday 
time now past the beauti ful 
Golden Polish Autumn just ar-
rived. The best place to admire 
it in our city is the Royal Lazienki 
Gardens. Take a break and 
go there for a pleasant walk. 
Do not forget to take some 
peanuts with you to feed the 
squirrels. 

The autumn brings to Warsaw not only shorter days but 
also a new cultural season. You cannot miss “Borys 
Godunow”, “La Traviata” or “Kurt Weill” in the Warsaw 
Opera House. Find the full schedule on www.teatrwielki.pl 

If you are a fan of classical music you have to go to the Na-
tional Philharmonic (www.filharmonia.pl) for the New London 
Consort or the National Belarusian Philharmonic Orchestra. 

There will be also something for real rockers – Marilyn 
Manson in Stodola Club and Placebo in Torwar. 

Football fans can go to a match of Warsaw`s top league 
team – LEGIA (www.legia.com) – where the atmosphere 
at each match is electric! 

Space station in Warsaw? Here you are! From the roof 
garden on the top of the new Warsaw University Library 
(the biggest roof garden in Poland) on Dobra street, there 
is a fantastic view of the Praga district and the construc-
tion of the National Stadium. Especially at night when 
all cranes are lit up, it looks like a NASA space station. 

And if you’re going to see the ‘space station’ you must 
stop for a while at the Cafe Bristol – the classical Vien-
nese style cafe at Le Meridien Bristol hotel for the best 
coffee and cakes in town. 

From the Cafe Bristol it is just a few steps to the Zachęta 
National Gallery of Art (www.zacheta.art.pl) the oldest 
exhibition venue in Warsaw, with a tradition stretching 
back to the mid 19th Century. 

Of course there’s much more to see and experience in 
Warsaw, and you’ll find your hotel concierge delighted to 
help you make the most of this remarkable city. Ensuring 
you enjoy the spirit of Warsaw and plan to come back is 
precisely what we hope for. 

Pawel Bialas 
Head Concierge 

Le Meridien Bristol Hotel, Warsaw

Ask your Concierge
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 Marriott B-4, Al. Jerozolimskie 65/79, tel. (+48) 22 
630 63 06, www.marriott.com/wawpl. A hotel with 
real pedigree, the Warsaw Marriott has everything from 
Warsaw's classiest doorman outside to award winning 
restaurants inside. The accommodation has been home 
to a long line of visiting nabobs, including George W. Bush. 
An extensive program of renovation has recently seen all 
the rooms upgraded and the beds are so comfortable you 
may not wish to leave them. Little details include lemon 
grass shampoo in the bathrooms, mini-bars complete with 
pipes of Pringles, and views that stretch right across the 
city. Q518 rooms (361 singles 315 - 752zł, 361 doubles 
315 - 752zł, 62 suites 650 - 794zł, 91 apartments 800 - 
1368zł, 3 Vice Presidential Suite 4560zł, 1 Presidential Suite 
7541zł). Breakfast 84zł. Tax 7%. POTHAUFL�
GKDCW hhhhh

 Novotel Warszawa Centrum B-4, ul. Marszałkowska 
94/98, tel. (+48) 22 596 00 00, www.accorhotels.
com. Over 170 million złoty has been spent revamping the 
Novotel and the result is obvious. The giant skyscraper 
has ditched its former yellow exterior in favour of a sleek 
silver look, while the lobby has been completely rehauled, 
with a top notch fusion restaurant and bar added. Upstairs 
spanking clean rooms come with all expected amenities, as 
well as grandstand views of the skyline. This is the Novotel 
experience completely reinvented. Q733 rooms (50 singles 
400 - 600zł, 661 doubles 400 - 600zł, 12 suites 700 - 800zł, 
10 apartments 1000 - 1200zł). Breakfast 60zł. Tax 7%. 
PTHARUFGKD hhhh

 Polonia Palace Hotel B-4, Al. Jerozolimskie 45, 
tel. (+48) 22 318 28 00, www.poloniapalace.com. 
Originally built in 1913 the Polonia Palace has seen it all, 
from a victory banquet hosted by Eisenhower, to the Miss 
World girls back in 2006. The exterior has benefited from a 
full facelift, and now dazzles amid its soot clad neighbours. 
Slidey doors open onto a grand marble lobby, while upstairs 
amply portioned rooms reveal modern fi ttings among 
‘made-to-look-old' furniture. Pride of place goes to the 
apartment, whose defining feature is a raised lounge area 
with an oval-shaped window.Q206 rooms (198 singles 
€85 - 235, 198 doubles €85 - 235, 7 suites €205 - 415, 
1 apartment €510). Breakfast €18. PTHARUF�
GKD hhhh

 Radisson Blu Centrum Hotel A-3, ul. Grzybowska 
24, tel. (+48) 22 321 88 88, www.radissonblu.com. An 
excellent hotel with top-drawer facilities and rooms themed 
on Italian, Scandinavian and maritime styles. All come with 
dataports, three telephone lines, safes and pay-TV, and 
there's also state-of-the-art conference, dining and fitness 
facilities. Q311 rooms (284 singles 290 - 550zł, 284 doubles 
290 - 550zł, 26 suites 640 - 900zł, 1 Presidential Apartment 
4000zł). Breakfast 86zł. Tax 7%. PTHARUFGK�
DCW hhhhh

 Rialto F-4, ul. Wilcza 73, tel. (+48) 22 584 87 00, 
www.rialto.pl. Relive the days of Lempicka and Lindbergh 
inside Poland's original boutique hotel, a stunning venue 
decorated exclusively in art deco style. Period furnishings 
have been plucked from the auction houses and antique 
stores of Europe, and all the individually designed rooms 
come with Italian linen, DVD players and a host of luxurious 
extras. If it's available then book into lucky number 13, a 
colonial pearl featuring zebra skins and tribal masks. Hercule 
Poirot would have loved it here, not least for the excellent 
in-house restaurant.Q44 rooms (6 singles €80 - 149, 27 
doubles €90 - 159, 11 suites €179 - 290). Breakfast €24. 
PTHARUFGKDW hhhhh

 Sheraton Warsaw C-4, ul. Prusa 2, tel. (+48) 22 
450 61 00, www.sheraton.com.pl. Fi tness centre, 
office space, boutique and a line-up of top restaurants 
and bars make the Sheraton a world within itself. There's 
first-class traits aplenty and all rooms come with three 
phone lines, dataports, evening turndown service, etc. The 
Club Suites come with complimentary cocktails, personal 
club attendant and fax, copy and printing facilities. Q350 
rooms (326 singles 310 - 800zł, 326 doubles 310 - 800zł, 
21 suites 1260 - 1470zł, 2 apartments 1260 - 1470zł, 1 
Presidential Suite 6810 - 7300zł). Breakfast 99zł. Tax 7%. 
PTHARUFLGKDW hhhhh

 Sofitel Warsaw Victoria B-3, ul. Królewska 11, 
tel. (+48) 22 657 80 11, www.accorhotels.com. For 
years the Sofitel was in very real danger of stagnation. 
Now this revamped concrete block finds itself in the eye-
of-the-storm; revitalised Krakowskie Przedmiescie on one 
side, the rising Saski Palace on the other. And, right in 
front, Sir Norman Foster's Metropolitan building, complete 
with its glass cased offices and designer boutiques. So 
what of the Sofitel itself? Rooms are dapper enough, fully 
equipped to deal with the steep demands of the five star 
traveller. Ask for a business class room if you require an 
additional study with fax and copy facilities.Q343 rooms 
(160 singles 333 - 560zł, 170 doubles 333 - 560zł, 6 suites 
1120zł, 4 apartments 1120zł, 1 Presidential Suite 7000zł). 
Breakfast 88zł. Tax 7%. POTHARUFLGK�
DCW hhhhh

 The Westin A-3, Al. Jana Pawła II 21, tel. (+48) 22 
450 80 00, www.westin.com.pl. A top bracket sanctu-
ary situated amid the skyscrapers of Warsaw's business 
district. The lobby buzzes at all hours and a glass li ft 
whisks guests to rooms decorated in warms tones and 
ultra-modern fittings. Each comes replete with dressing 
gowns and slippers, in-room movies and mini-bars that 
will take a considerable effort to clear. Splash out on the 
executive floor for access to a top floor lounge that fea-
tures gourmet finger snacks, games and champagne on 
ice. Q361 rooms (345 singles 270 - 750zł, 345 doubles 
270 - 750zł, 15 suites 950 - 1950zł, 1 Presidential Suite 
6800 - 7250zł). Breakfast 99zł. Tax 7%. PTHARU�
FLGKDW hhhhh

Upmarket
 Best Western Hotel Mazurkas ul. Poznańska 177, 
Ożarów Mazowiecki, tel. (+48) 22 721 47 47, www.
mazurkashotel.pl. Handsome accommodation 14km from 
central Warsaw. Gleaming fixtures and fittings, plus all the 
gadgets and extras you require. Q158 rooms (154 singles 
216 - 515zł, 154 doubles 230 - 550zł, 4 apartments 665 - 
1065zł). PTHARUFKDXW hhhh

 Holiday Inn Warszawa Józefów ul. Telimeny 1 (Józe-
fów), tel. (+48) 22 778 30 00, fax (+48) 022 778 30 01, 
reservations@holiday.aquila.pl, www.holiday.aquila.pl. 
Located 20km from central Warsaw the Holiday Inn provides 
all of life’s little luxuries inside a low-rise block building that 
includes a fully-fledged spa. Rooms are comfortable with a 
pale and understated modern décor, and amenities include 
a balcony overlooking the greenery, minibar, climate control 
and a decent range of goodies in the bathroom waiting to 
be liberated. A surefire winner with work breaks, though for 
post-conference moments the hotel also features its own 
golf course, swimming pool and all year tennis courts. Q148 
rooms (145 singles 195 - 340zł, 145 doubles 240 - 385zł, 3 
suites 530 - 1275zł).  PTHARUFLGKDCW 
hhhh
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 Ibis Warszawa Centrum D-2, Al. Solidarności 165, tel. 
(+48) 22 520 30 00, fax (+48) 022 520 30 30, H2894@ac-
cor.com, www.accorhotels.com. Reliable international stan-
dards, sensibly priced. Rooms come armed with all expected 
mod-cons. Q189 rooms (189 singles 189 - 299zł, 189 doubles 
189 - 299zł). Breakfast 29zł. PTHAULGKW hh

 Karat G-5, ul. Słoneczna 37, tel. (+48) 22 849 33 19, 
www.hotelkarat.pl. Standard three-star accommodation in 
a leafy suburban setting. Plain, tidy rooms come with clean 
finishes and all the expected facilities such as TV, bathroom 
and telephone. Note that not all rooms have air-conditioning. 
Q38 rooms (12 singles 230 - 280zł, 20 doubles 280 - 380zł, 
6 suites 330 - 430zł). PTHARGKW hhh

 Kyriad Prestige E-3, ul. Towarowa 2, tel. (+48) 22 
582 75 00, www.kyriadprestige.com.pl. Anglo-Saxons 
will bemoan the presence of precisely zero English-language 
TV channels, but given the fact that you get a hell of a lot of 
room for a ridiculously little amount of money, we feel a bit 
cheap complaining. Instead, brush up your French, lie back on 
your comfy bed, laze in your deep bath and make sure you get 
up early for the top notch buffet breakfast. These Frenchies 
may not do pop music all that well but they certainly know 
how to cook a decent rasher of bacon. Q144 rooms (144 
singles 309 - 399zł, 144 doubles 309 - 399zł). Breakfast 
45zł. PTHAUFKDW hhh

 Lord Al. Krakowska 218 (Włochy), tel. (+48) 22 574 
20 00, www.hotellord.com.pl. Newish hotel within easy 
distance of the airport. The large rooms are conservatively 
decorated with clean, cream colours, wood furnishings and 
rich green carpets. High-standard mid-range accommodation 
which includes an all-weather rooftop restaurant. Q91 rooms 
(17 singles 230 - 340zł, 70 doubles 250 - 380zł, 4 apartments 
330 - 460zł). Tax 7%. PTHARUFGKD hhh

 Maria D-1, Al. Jana Pawła II 71, tel. (+48) 22 838 40 62, 
www.hotelmaria.pl. A small, family run hotel offering moder-
ate prices and prim rooms featuring random floral designs. 
Q24 rooms (21 singles 220 - 320zł, 16 doubles 280 - 380zł, 
3 apartments 380 - 420zł). PTALKW hh

 MDM F-4, Pl. Konstytucji 1, tel. (+48) 22 339 16 00, www.
hotelmdm.com.pl. Occupying a spot at the top of Marszałkowska 
most rooms in the MDM feature grandstand views of Warsaw's 
finest piece of socialist realism: pl. Konstytucji. Accommodation 
comes with plum coloured carpets and predictable three star 
comfort. Q134 rooms (21 singles €60 - 130, 108 doubles €60 
- 130, 5 suites €120 - 190). THARUGKW hhh

 Metropol F-3, ul. Marszałkowska 99a, tel. (+48) 22 
325 31 00, www.hotelmetropol.com.pl. Renovations are 
slowly phasing out the Cold War era rooms, replacing them 
with decent enough digs in the very heart of Warsaw. True, 
you'll still be looking enviously at those staying in the Novotel 
opposite but this is no more the dreary option of yesteryear.
Note that not all rooms have air-conditioning. Q171 rooms 
(162 singles €60 - 130, 162 doubles €60 - 130, 9 suites 
€120 - 190). OTAUGKW hhh

 Partner ul. Marywilska 16 (Białołęka), tel. (+48) 22 
814 23 00, www.partnerhotel.pl. A bright, modern hotel 
with a Scandinavian aesthetic. Rooms come with pine fur-
nishings and large windows allowing plenty of natural light to 
spill in. It's a fair distance from the city centre, so possibly 
best suited to company conferences. Sauna and a long line 
of other facilities on site. Q103 rooms (52 singles 235 - 
360zł, 40 doubles 255 - 390zł, 6 apartments 300 - 940zł). 
HAUKDW hhh

other hotel in Warsaw. Much like their clientele the owners of 
this place have also graduated up from hostels (they run the 
Oki-Doki). If this is what becomes of hostels when they grow 
up, bring it on. Q22 rooms (1 single 255 - 305zł, 18 doubles 
270 - 490zł, 3 triples 260 - 320zł, 2 apartments 340 - 450zł). 
Breakfest 22zł. TYAGW

 De Silva Piaseczno ul. Puławska 42 (Piaseczno), tel. 
(+48) 22 703 73 73, www.desilva.pl. Guests can expect 
chic-looking high-end lodgings in a building featuring all the 
modern trappings needed by the latter day business traveller. 
Not central, but just the deal for out-of-town meetings.Q135 
rooms (135 singles 295zł, 135 doubles 295zł, 66 triples 
295zł). Breakfast 25zł. PTHARUGKW hhh

 Dom Literatury B-2, ul. Krakowskie Przedmieście 
87/89, tel. (+48) 22 827 74 28, www.fundacjadl.com. 
Commanding views of Warsaw's Old Town relieve the sepia 
gloom, but lugging your bags to the top floor might give you 
a hernia. At reception, oblivious to the hotel's latent menace, 
awaits a supremely glum and unhelpful desk clerk. His job 
necessitates daily contact with foreigners, yet he remains 
resolutely, magnificently monolingual. Q13 rooms (3 singles 
180 - 220zł, 7 doubles 300 - 370zł, 3 triples 330 - 450zł, 
2 quads 450 - 520zł, 1 apartment 400 - 600zł). HUK

 Gromada B-3, Pl. Powstańców Warszawy 2, tel. (+48) 
22 582 99 00, www.gromada.pl. It's almost a surprise to 
find such a good deal in the city centre. As the coaches parked 
outside testify, Gromada is a hit with package tours and confer-
ences. First sight is an over-waxed marble lobby, and a curvy 
stairwell spirits guests to modern, sunny rooms. The economy 
class accommodation is a different animal entirely though, with 
basic rooms that come with adverts for hookers and TVs with a 
soul of their own. Note that not all rooms have air-conditioning. 
Q320 rooms (36 singles 200 - 420zł, 264 doubles 230 - 450zł, 
17 apartments 450 - 690zł). PTHAULGKW hhh

 Harenda C-3, ul. Krakowskie Przedmieście 4/6, tel. 
(+48) 22 826 00 71, www.hotelharenda.com.pl. A 
decent family-style hotel within walking distance of the Old 
Town. Rooms are decorated in pink and chocolate brown 
colours. Stay at the weekend and get one night thrown in 
for free.Q43 rooms (36 singles 295 - 340zł, 5 doubles 
340 - 380zł, 2 apartments 460 - 490zł). Breakfast 25zł. 
TJHALGKW hh

 Hetman G-1, ul. Kłopotowskiego 36, tel. (+48) 22 511 
98 00, www.hotelhetman.pl. This is three-star indentikit 
accommodation at its finest. The large rooms come with 
internet access, hairdryers, cable TV and neutral beige 
colour schemes. On the Praga side of the river. Q68 rooms 
(13 singles 260 - 360zł, 55 doubles 300 - 410zł). TY�
HARULKW hhh

 Ibis Ostrobramska ul. Ostrobramska 36 (Praga 
Południe), tel. (+48) 22 515 78 00, www.accorhotels.
com. Practical, fully functional rooms fully in line with the 
standard you expect from the Ibis chain. Q137 rooms (137 
singles 119 - 299zł, 137 doubles 119 - 299zł). Breakfast 29zł. 
PTHAULKW hh

 Ibis Stare Miasto A-1, ul. Muranowska 2, tel. (+48) 
22 310 10 00, www.accorhotels.com. More of the same 
from Ibis: international standards at competitive standards. 
Best of all, its location ten minutes from the Old Town means 
that your immediate choice is no longer limited to spending 
suitcases of cash in the Bristol. Q333 rooms (333 singles 
219 - 339zł, 333 doubles 219 - 339zł). Breakfast 29zł. 
PTHARULGKW hh

Compare
hotel rates on 
poland.inyourpocket.com

The concept of In Your Pocket has always 
been to provide our readers and website users 
with as much relevant information as possible 
about the city they are visiting and to allow you 
to make up your own minds. We don't limit the 
information we research and give you, as do 
many of our competitors by providing selected 
information based on a limited number of 
places that pay to be included in their guides 
or website. We tell you what is there and give 
it to you straight and up to date. We are now 
delighted to be able to offer a hotel price 
comparison function on our website. In short, 
this function compares prices for hotels, for the 
nights selected, from across dozens of different 
web booking engines such as bookings.
com, activehotels.com, laterooms.com and 
hoteladvisor.com. You are then presented with 
the best rates available online with these often 
well below the rack rates published in our hotel 
reviews. Once you select the rate you want, 
you are transferred to the relevant site with 
whom you book direct. It couldn't be simpler, 
more effective or more in keeping with our 
policy of providing unbiased information to our 
readers. Take a look at poland.inyourpocket.
com the next time you are searching for a room 
in Poland and see what In Your Pocket with 
Hotelcalculator can find for you.

 Jan III Sobieski E-3, Pl. Zawiszy 1, tel. (+48) 22 579 
10 00, www.sobieski.com.pl. The façade has just been 
given a lick of paint, meaning it’s now back to its overpow-
ering combination of pink and yellow. The interior is more 
subtle and features a marble lobby, big rooms and fitness 
facilities. Q434 rooms (60 singles €60 - 195, 328 doubles 
€74 - 210, 45 suites €90 - 274, 1 Royal Suite €350 - 700). 
PTHARUFLGKD hhhh

 Mercure Grand C-4, ul. Krucza 28, tel. (+48) 22 583 21 
00, fax (+48) 022 583 21 21, h3384@accor.com, www.
accorhotels.com. After months of slavish renovation work The 
Grand is back in business, this time under the flag of the Mercure 
brand. The exterior of this Socialist Realist masterpiece has been 
given a complete facelift, while indoors rooms are exactly as 
you’d associate with the Mercure logo; modern and crisp look-
ing with air-conditioning, wifi and safety deposit box. It’s utterly 
unrecognizable from its former state, and there’s even a genuine 
Frenchman ensuring excellence in the kitchen. Q299 rooms (86 
singles 300 - 470zł, 207 doubles 300 - 470zł, 6 suites 1350zł). 
Breakfast 70zł. Tax 7%. PTHARUFKDX hhhh

 Mercure Warszawa Fryderyk Chopin A-3, Al. Jana 
Pawła II 22, tel. (+48) 22 528 03 30, fax (+48) 022 528 
03 03, H1597@accor.com, www.accorhotels.com. The 
colourful rooms at the Chopin provide quality accommodation 
with a hint of Gallic flair. Rooms have a contemporary style 
and offer guests all expected mod cons: internet connection, 
air-conditioning, minibar, etc. Q250 rooms (112 singles 190 
- 430zł, 130 doubles 190 - 430zł, 8 apartments 750zł). Break-
fast 60zł. Tax 7%. PTHAUFLGKDW hhh

Mid-range
 Belwederski G-5, ul. Sulkiewicza 11, tel. (+48) 22 840 
40 11, www.hotelbelwederski.pl. Smart rooms found in the 
sleepy diplomatic quarter. The pink exterior is as wacky as it 
gets, the rest of the hotel offers conservative mid-range comfort 
complete with satellite TV and large bathrooms. Q53 rooms 
(21 singles 215 - 270zł, 21 doubles 255 - 320zł, 10 suites 315 
- 350zł, 1 apartment 440 - 490zł). HAUKXW hhh

 Boutique Bed & Breakfast C-4, ul. Smolna 14/7, 
tel. (+48) 22 829 48 01, www.bbwarsaw.com. Quiet 
and cobbled, Smolna is not a typical city centre street, and 
neither is this your typical set of apartments. Apartments suit 
all budgets, though the Queen - featuring jacuzzi and large 
living space - is well worth the extra outlay. Accommodation 
has been designed to evoke a real atmosphere of home-from-
home and features lots of flowers, natural wood and personal 
touches courtesy of Jarek, your host.Q7 rooms (1 single 
260zł, 5 doubles 280zł, 1 apartment 390zł). THAGW

 Campanile E-3, ul. Towarowa 2, tel. (+48) 22 582 72 
00, www.campanile.com.pl. Decorated with chequered 
patterns and green and yellow colour schemes the Campanile 
accommodation includes satellite TV and pristine bathrooms. 
High standards and a central location. Q192 rooms (192 
singles 215 - 289zł, 192 doubles 215 - 289zł). Breakfast 
32zł. PTAUFKDXW hh

 Castle Inn B-2, ul. Świętojańska 2 (entrance from Pl. 
Zamkowy), tel. (+48) 22 425 01 00, www.castleinn.pl. 
When students grow up, grow rich and can no longer stand 
hostels, they stay in places like this. A dream of a hotel at the 
centre of Old Town you can expect big rooms, all with individual 
decor - some classy, some kitsch, all good fun - and - wait for 
it - velvet doors. Best of all though are the rooms which have 
the massive (and we mean massive) bathrooms. We dare 
you to find bigger bathrooms than those on offer here in any 
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 Reytan G-5, ul. Rejtana 6, tel. (+48) 22 201 64 00, 
www.reytan.pl. Found down a quiet side street the Rey-
tan delivers a high three star standard. Crisp bed sheets, 
bright colours and new furniture. Q86 rooms (10 singles 
300 - 400zł, 74 doubles 330 - 430zł, 2 suites 500 - 600zł). 
THARULGKW hhh

 Start Hotel Portos ul. Mangalia 3a (Mokotów), tel. (+48) 
22 207 60 00, www.starthotel.pl. Simple budget accom-
modation courtesy of the Polish Start chain. Shell out on the 
revamped rooms for the best deal, and do expect to be making 
ample use of taxis throughout the duration of your stay. Q230 
rooms (66 singles 180 - 230zł, 156 doubles 180 - 230zł, 8 suites 
190 - 240zł). Breakfast 25zł. YHARULGK hhh

 Zajazd Napoleoński ul. Płowiecka 83 (Wawer), tel. 
(+48) 22 815 30 68, www.napoleon.waw.pl. Napoleon 
allegedly camped out here during his march to Moscow, hence 
the name. Rooms have been revamped since those days but 
still carry a mildly austere atmosphere as a result of the dark 
colour schemes and vintage lampshades. Q24 rooms (21 
singles 240 - 270zł, 21 doubles 290 - 350zł, 3 apartments 
420 - 590zł). HAULGKW hhhh

Budget
 Amicus ul. Hozjusza 2 (Żoliborz), tel. (+48) 22 561 
00 00. This church-owned establishment offers bright, prim 
rooms, each featuring ecclesiastical touches like bibles and 
crucifixes. There’s no elevator, so don’t stay on the top floor. 
Q18 rooms (11 singles 135zł, 11 doubles 170zł, 6 triples 
240zł, 1 quad 280zł). HARGK

 Etap Warszawa Centrum H-3, ul. Zagórna 1, tel. (+48) 
22 745 36 60, www.accorhotels.com. A super addition to 
Warsaw’s budget bracket, and one of the first Etap hotels to be 
launched in Poland. It’s a winning formula here: bright, modern 
rooms inside a sparkling white building in the quiet Powiśle 
district. The rooms come with a simple design but your cash 
gets you all the facilities the modern traveller requires: wireless 
net access, ensuite bathrooms and cable television. Q176 
rooms (176 singles 139 - 169zł, 176 doubles 139 - 169zł, 14 
triples 139 - 169zł). Breakfast 18zł. PAUGW h

 Hit G-1, ul. Kłopotowskiego 33, tel. (+48) 22 618 94 70, 
fax (+48) 022 619 57 44, rezerwacja@hithotel.pl, www.
hithotel.pl. Singles, and doubles as well as apartments 
ranging in size from 30 to 60 metres. Shuttered away in a 
colourful building close to the zoo section of Praga. It’s brand 
new and cheap and they’ve just added a second star to their 
sign. Q102 rooms (12 singles 170 - 210zł, 36 doubles 190 
- 230zł, 6 triples 180 - 240zł, 48 apartments 250 - 300zł). 
Breakfest 25zł. HAULGKW hh

 Mazowiecki B-3, ul. Mazowiecka 10, tel. (+48) 22 
827 23 65, www.mazowiecki.com.pl. What used to be 
a grubby budget hotel has seen modest refurbishments 
and now promises utili tarian comfort at cut prices. The 
peep show next door may have closed, but the hotels 
proximi ty to several of Warsaw’s top bars make i t a 
popular choice for a particular breed of traveller.Q56 
rooms (22 singles 140 - 240zł, 34 doubles 180 - 280zł). 
YAUKW h

 Premiere Classe E-3, ul. Towarowa 2, tel. (+48) 
22 624 08 00, www.premiereclasse.com.pl. Your 
best one star option in the ci ty, and as such often fully 
booked. Basic, modern rooms come equipped wi th 
private bathrooms and television, and the location is 
just a walk away from the train station. Q126 rooms 
(126 singles 199zł, 126 doubles 199zł). Breakfast 20zł. 
TAULGW h

 Profesorski H-6, ul. Bobrowiecka 9, tel. (+48) 22 559 
22 01, www.centrumkonferencyjne.com.pl. Providing you 
don’t mind shelling out for large taxi bills whenever you fancy 
going into town, the Profesorski offers clean and functional 
amenities. A real bugger to find. Q220 rooms (220 singles 
135 - 210zł, 217 doubles 170 - 230zł). HAUFL�
GKW

 Start Hotel Aramis ul. Mangalia 3b (Mokotów), tel. 
(+48) 22 207 80 00, www.puhit.pl. Slightly forbidding at 
first glance this one star hotel offers base comfort at even 
lower prices. Do go the extra yard and shell out on a reno-
vated room - perks are minimal but the rooms are clean and 
come with television and internet access. Q231 rooms (92 
doubles 119 - 190zł, 139 triples 119 - 190zł). Breakfast 20zł. 
YARUGK h

 Start Hotel Atos H-6, ul. Mangalia 1, tel. (+48) 22 
207 70 00, www.puhit.pl. Another hotel where spending 
the extra on a premium room is wholly encouraged. The ‘lux’ 
rooms tout television and internet access, and sport a clean 
design that uses lots of plywood fittings. A favourite with local 
conferences, so book in advance to guarantee a bed. Q231 
rooms (7 singles 119 - 179zł, 106 doubles 119 - 179zł, 109 
triples 119 - 179zł). Breakfast 20zł. YHARUGK h

 Start Hotel Felix ul. Omulewska 24 (Praga Połódnie), 
tel. (+48) 22 210 70 00, www.felix.com.pl. A lumbering 
giant of a hotel whose size accounts for the number of Pol-
ish conference meetings booked up. Depressing from the 
outside, though many of the rooms have been subject to 
renovation and have a spotless, sterile style that should suit 
the taste of budget travellers. Found on the right side of the 
river. Q227 rooms (96 singles 150 - 209zł, 120 doubles 150 
- 209zł, 5 triples 180 - 195zł, 3 suites 200 - 230zł). Breakfast 
30zł. TYHARULGKDW hhh

Serviced apartments
 Brown Apartments , tel. (+48) 608 80 01 77, www.
brownapartments.pl. Modern looking apartments in choice 
locations in and around the old town area - some actually on 
the square itself. Modern in look and generous in size (pick 
from anything from 30 to 60 metres) all lodgings here come 
with internet and price tags that knock the completion out of 
the water. Q5 rooms (5 apartments 135 - 280zł).

 Airpor t Hotel Okęcie ul. 17 Stycznia 24 
(Okęcie), tel. (+48) 22 456 80 00, www.airportho-
tel.pl. Good value for the business traveller, rooms 
include dataports, satellite TV and plenty of natural 
light. Wins bonus points for the impressive, top-floor 
panoramic bar. Q170 rooms (10 singles €100 - 194, 
137 doubles €110 - 194, 16 suites €130 - 183, 7 
apar tments €160 - 220). PTYHARU�
FLKDXW hhhh

 Courtyard by Marriott ul. Żwirki i Wigury 1 (Okęcie 
Airport), tel. (+48) 22 650 01 00, www.marriot.
com/wawcy. In many senses this place, almost directly 
opposite the check in desks, is an extension of Warsaw 
Airport. People use the superb lobby bar as a departure 
lounge, and for those with an early morning start the 
big, comfortable rooms here are as good a place as any 
to wait for a flight. Fear not the noise of the planes: we 
slept like a baby (as did our baby) even though our room 
had a direct view of the runway. With rates lower than 
you think the one catch is the cost of in-room internet: 
€19.95 for 24 hours access. Ouch. The breakfast is an-
other matter: it’s well worth paying the extra for. Q236 
rooms (113 singles €75 - 119, 121 doubles €95 - 159, 
2 apartments €239 - 289). Breakfast 68zł. Tax 7%. 
PTHARUFLK hhhh

 Gromada Airport ul. 17 Stycznia 32 (Okęcie), 
tel. (+48) 22 576 46 00, www.gromada.pl. A huge 
newly expanded wing has opened, adding beds and 
upping the overall quality. Rooms incorporate bright, 
sunny colours, while the conference rooms could fit a 
small army. Just 800 metres from the airport, so don’t 
worry about getting stuck into the bar the night before 
your morning flight. Note that not all rooms have air-
conditioning.Q352 rooms (291 singles 200 - 420zł, 
291 doubles 230 - 450zł, 29 apartments 350 - 600zł, 
1 Presidential Suite 600 - 800zł). PTHARU�
FLGKW hhh

 Novotel Warszawa Airport D-7, ul. 1 Sierpnia 1, 
tel. (+48) 22 575 60 00, www.accorhotels.com. 
Comfortably inside the mid-range bracket, Novotel is a 
canny choice for those who expect professional stan-
dards at competitive prices. Splashy colours, dataports 
and shining bathrooms lend a comfortable, practical 
tone to the rooms. Q281 rooms (280 singles 250 - 
460zł, 280 doubles 250 - 460zł, 1 apartment 545zł). 
Breakfast 60zł. Tax 7%. PTHARUFLGK�
DCW hhh

Airport hotels

www.inyourpocket.com
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discounted use of the spa in Le Regina hotel in the new town 
district.Q46 rooms (46 apartments €80 - 230). Tax 7%. 
PTHARLKW

 Old Town Apartments B-1, Rynek Starego Miasta 12/14 
apt.2, tel. (+48) 22 351 22 60, www.warsawshotel.com. 
A series of apartments dotted around the city, not just in old 
town. Prices to suit each income bracket. Choose from smart 
one bedroom flats to 120m2 studio apartments. Q31 rooms 
(31 apartments €60 - 120). Breakfast €9. TJAGW

 P&O Apartments , tel. (+48) 506 13 08 85, booking@
pandoapartments.eu, www.pandoapartments.com.pl. 
Good looking, modern furnished apartments in locations 
across Warsaw - both centre and out. All sizes, and all bud-
gets. Q (25 apartments 250 - 400zł). AW

 PragA!partments ul. Radzymińska 34/2 (Praga 
Północ), tel. (+48) 792 21 73 13, www.pragapartments.
pl. Praga's got the bars, it's got the growing reputation. Well 
now it's got the accommodation, and that's thanks to this mob 
at PragA!partments. Everything looks and feels spotlessly 
new here, with all available quarters coming with living rooms, 
kitchens and bedrooms designed and furnished with a contem-
porary hand. One to three bedroom apartments inside gated 
flats guarded by uniformed keepers. Q4 rooms (2 suites 150 
- 170zł, 2 apartments 180 - 230zł). Breakfast 15zł. TLGW

 Residence St. Andrew's Palace B-4, ul. Chmielna 
30, tel. (+48) 22 826 46 40, fax (+48) 022 826 96 35, 
info@residencestandrews.pl, www.residencestandrews.
pl. Plush apartments and properties for short and long term 
rental inside a beautifully restored townhouse.Q24 rooms 
(24 apartments €75 - 216). PTARG hhhh

 Royal Route Residence C-3, ul. Nowy Świat 29/3, 
tel. (+48) 22 692 84 95, www.warsaw-apartments.net. 
Named after Polish monarchs, and located inside a renovated 
town house in the city centre, flats at Royal Route Residence 
overlook Warsaw's premier shopping street. All studio apart-
ments feature a chic, contemporary design and come with CD 
players, high speed internet access and cable TV and the fully 
equipped kitchens include microwave and fridge. Apartments 
sleep from one to six people. Q15 rooms (15 apartments 
€70 - 130). Breakfast €7. TARGW

Hostels
 Garden Villa G-6, ul. Dolna 42, tel. (+48) 22 841 11 
73, www.gardenvilla.pl. Frankly you’re in the middle of 
nowhere, fortunately you’ll find yourself rewarded by quirky 
rooms decorated with bright colours and a slightly chaotic 
style not dissimilar from a British boarding school; you half 
expect to find Billy Bunter making off with the jammy donuts 
here. Cheap and decent, with a name that is indicative of 
the quiet suburban location. Q16 rooms (8 singles 80 - 
120zł, 8 doubles 120 - 170zł, 2 triples 135 - 195zł, 2 quads 
180 - 220zł). 41 dorm beds 40-55zł per person. Breakfast 
13zł. HGW

 Helvetia C-3, ul. Kopernika 36/40, tel. (+48) 22 826 
71 08, www.hostel-helvetia.pl. A hostel/budget hotel 
crossover right in the centre of Warsaw close to the Univer-
sity and Krakowskie Przedmiejscie. On offer free wi-fi, use 
of a computer, a kitchen and television room. Both brightly 
decorated private rooms and dorms are available, and of 
particular note is the common room; decked out in the style 
of an artsy cafe.Q19 rooms (14 doubles 158 - 220zł, 2 triples 
195 - 210zł, 2 quads 316 - 400zł, 1 apartment 380 - 400zł). 
23 dorm beds 49-70zł per person. YAGW

 Hostel Służewiec ul. Bokserska 36 (Mokotów), tel. 
(+48) 22 207 90 50, www.puhit.pl. A hostel in name 
alone, this is actually more of a budget hotel than anything 
else. Rooms are clean, bare and tidy, and while the prices 
are kind the chances of meeting any fellow backpackers are 
virtually non-existent. Q144 rooms (83 singles 70 - 110zł, 
58 doubles 140 - 200zł). Breakfast 15zł. ARUGK

 Hostel To-Tu ul. Krasiczyńska 8 (Targówek), tel. (+48) 22 
207 92 00, www.puhit.pl. Lacks the atmosphere of more back-
packer focused hostels, and in all truth your fellow guests are just 
as likely to be Polish workmen as they are Ozzie beer monsters. 
Plus, you’re closer to space than you are to central Warsaw. Q180 
rooms (20 triples 180zł, 160 Five-person rooms 225zł). 144 Dorm 
beds 45-90zł per person. Breakfast 10zł. YARU

NEW

 Hostel Wilson ul. Felińskiego 37 (Żoliborz), tel. (+48) 
22 839 40 81, www.wilsonhostel.pl. Warsaw’s first ‘eco 
hostel’ might well open during this issue, and with it travellers 
can look forward to a wall of plant, Japanese style ‘pod beds’ 
and facilities powered by solar energy. Full review next issue. 
QOpen From 8 October.7 rooms (2 singles 130 - 200zł, 7 
doubles 150 - 200zł, 7 quads 200 - 250zł). TJGW

 Kanonia F-1, ul. Jezuicka 2, tel. (+48) 22 635 06 76, www.
kanonia.pl. An atmospheric old town hostel accessed down a 
narrow cobbled street straight from the pages of Hans Christian 
Andersen. Living quarters are cramped and sometimes noisy 
and guests shouldn’t be surprised to find nosey tourists peer-
ing through the windows. Q9 rooms (3 singles 130 - 170zł, 2 
doubles 150 - 170zł, 2 triples 200 - 220zł, 2 quads 240 - 260zł). 
44 dorm beds 45-55zł per person. Breakfast 13zł. RGW

 Krokodyl ul. Czapelska 24, tel. (+48) 22 810 11 18, 
www.hostelkrokodyl.com. Featuring steel frame bunks, 

coloured walls and wood floors accommodation is modern 
and spacey, with supermarket new bathrooms completing 
the picture. Q5 rooms (5 singles 150 - 160zł, 5 doubles 
150 - 160zł). 95 dorm beds 40-75zł per person. TAGW

 Nathan’s Villa F-4, ul. Piękna 24/26, tel. (+48) 22 
622 29 46, fax (+48) 022 622 29 46, warsaw@nathans-
villa.com, www.nathansvilla.com. Poland’s best hostel 
just keeps getting better. Recent changes include a new and 
improved reception area and the addition of numerous private 
rooms that would not be out of place in a good standard hotel. 
Nathan, a backpacker and hedonist himself, has considered 
every detail from high speed internet to free laundry. The 
kitchen/common room is a fantastic space to share a crate 
of beer with other travellers, and the high standards extend to 
the accommodation: modern bunk beds and gleaming bath-
rooms inside a fully renovated courtyard building. Absolutely 
no curfews, lockouts or checkout times, and staff who will fall 
over backwards to help guests. Q19 rooms (6 doubles 160 
- 200zł). 85 dorm beds 36-65zł per person. YARGW

 Oki Doki B-3, Pl. Dąbrowskiego 3, tel. (+48) 22 826 
51 12, www.okidoki.pl. A charismatic hostel stuffed with 
abstract art, bits and bobs from thrift stores and wacky colour 
schemes. The last few months have seen a dramatic overhaul, 
with more private rooms added. Rooms don’t have numbers, 
just themes, and have been designed by a team of local artists. 
Take a look at ‘The Realm of Narnia’, like something straight 
out of C.S. Lewis, or ‘The Communist Dorm’, filled with com-
mie iconography and scenes from Socialist Paradise. Kitchen 
and internet also available for guests, as well as what the 
owners promise is ‘the cheapest beer in Warsaw’. Watch this 
space for news on a second Oki Doki venture due to open in 
the old town. Q37 rooms (1 single 120 - 140zł, 21 doubles 
150 - 220zł, 5 triples 180 - 240zł). 50 dorm beds 38-60zł per 
person. Breakfast 10zł. TYAGW
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 Dream Apartments A-2, ul. Andersa 21/84, tel. 
(+48) 604 75 81 54, www.rentflat.pl. A series of modern 
apartments found scattered around the city with locations 
including Nowy Świat, old town and the CBD. The design is 
sharp and stylish, with facilities including fully fitted kitchens, 
sound system and washing machines, and all come with 
separate lounge areas. Note that not all apartments have 
air-conditioning. Q14 rooms (14 apartments 149 - 349zł). 
No breakfest served. TAGW

 Duval B-1, ul. Nowomiejska 10, tel. (+48) 608 67 93 46, 
www.duval.net.pl. Four apartments with distinctly differing 
styles - Japanese (rice paper curtains, oriental paintings), Polish 
(thick drapes and wooden furnishings), 19th century retro (floral 
patterns and china sets) and glass (hyper-modern with leather 
furnishings and a shiny kitchen unit). This is class, and an impres-
sive addition to your Warsaw accommodation options. Q4 rooms 
(4 apartments 250 - 350zł). No breakfast served. JAGKW

 InterContinental A-4, ul. Emili Plater 49, tel. (+48) 
22 328 88 88, fax (+48) 022 328 88 89, warsaw@ihg.
com, www.warsaw.intercontinental.com. Luxury apart-
ments aimed at the long stay corporate traveller. Guests are 
awarded all the privileges granted to those staying in the ho-
tel, including 24hr room service and use of the fitness centre. 
Q76 rooms (76 apartments €250 - 620). Breakfast €15-20. 
Tax7%. PTHARUFLGKDCW hhhhh

 MaMaison Residence Diana C-3, ul. Chmielna 
13a, tel. (+48) 22 505 91 00, www.residencediana.
com. An outstanding set of serviced apartments filled with 
designer furniture and extras such as DVD players, hi-fi and 
fully functioning kitchen. Very chic, and absolutely perfect for 
the travelling CEO. Services include a 24hr English-speaking 
reception, laundry and business facilities. Also available, 
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Warsaw’s come a long way and fast, and nowhere is the 
urban vibrancy more apparent than in the cities progressive 
culinary scene. The immediate post-communist obsession 
with Italian has since given way to fusion and sushi trends, 
and dining out is now a truly international experience. Disap-
pointments do still exist, however, with gruff, ditzy or plainly 
incompetent service being a common lament. You’d think 
the opening hours we list are self-explanatory. Not so. Ven-
ues will more often than not close their doors if business is 
slow. By in large reservations are only necessary for large 
groups, and the prices we list in brackets denote the cost 
of the cheapest and most expensive main course on the 
menu. Regards tipping, either round the bill up or leave 10% 
- but only if you think the service warrants it.

American
 Amigos A-4, Al. Jerozolimskie 119, tel. (+48) 22 629 39 
69, www.restauracjaamigos.pl. A steak house in name, a 
mistake house in reality. Find mediocre cattle and bland bur-
ritos served at sky high prices inside a cowboy interior filled 
with all the requisite horse shoes and cattle horns. There's 
plenty of competition for the title of Warsaw's best American 
eatery, this place doesn't come close. QOpen 11:00 - 24:00, 
Sat, Sun 12:00 - 23:30. (39-99zł). PTAIXSW

 Champions Sports Bar Restaurant B-4, Al. Jerozolim-
skie 65/79 (Marriott Hotel), tel. (+48) 22 630 51 19. The 
best known sports bar in town. Autographed shirts, trophies, 
parping darts machines and even a boxing ring, they're all here. 
Squeezed between the glitz and dazzle are sports screens of 
every size and style, ensuring a largely male audience don't miss 
a kick in between pig big portions of cheeseburgers, wings and 
potato skins. Find it on the ground floor of Warsaw's most visible 
hotel.QOpen 11:00 - 24:00.  (32-125zł). PTAUXSW

 Hard Rock Café B-4, ul. Złota 59 (Złote Tarasy), tel. (+48) 
22 222 07 00, www.hardrockcafe.pl. It's hard to knock the 
Hard Rock, a two level venue featuring Presley's shirt, Lennon's 
jacket and Shakira's pants (trousers, not knickers). It's not just 
big, it's huge, and the food angle meets requirements with fab 
fajitas and a tasty Hickory Bacon Cheeseburger, while service 
is straight from the ‘have a nice day' training manual. The menu 
doesn't miss a trick either, artfully reminding consumers that, 
‘no meal is complete without our classic logo t-shirt.'QOpen 
10:00 - 24:00. (29-89zł). PTAUEBXSW

 Rooster C-3, ul. Krakowskie Przedmiescie 8, tel. (+48) 
22 892 98 10, www.rooster.pl. Rooster is where the Wild 
West meets Baywatch, a sort of TGI Tits if you wish. Food 
comes second place here, and most who gather in this saloon 
style venue do so to ogle the waitresses - sunbed stunners 
with plenty of bits and boobs poking out of lycra hotpants. If 
you're not here for the eye candy then content yourself with a 
strictly Polish take on American food.QOpen 11:00 - 24:00, 
Fri, Sat 11:00 - 01:00. (16-35zł). TAXS

 SomePlace Else C-4, ul. Prusa 2 (Sheraton Warsaw Ho-
tel), tel. (+48) 22 450 67 10, www.sheraton.com.pl. Part 
of the Sheraton Hotel SPE is more than a restaurant, this place is 
every bit as good as a one way ticket home. The menu is a classic 
countdown of Uncle Sam's favourites with the burgers ordered 
regularly concluding with deft beneath the table manoeuvres to 
loosen the belt. This place isn't as serious as most hotel eater-
ies, and the results are evident in some seriously lively nights. 
Live bands encourage visiting business droids to lose both ties 
and inhibitions, while a set of screens positioned behind the bar 
show live coverage of all the big sports fixtures. QOpen 12:00 - 
01:00, Mon 12:00 - 24:00, Fri 12:00 - 02:00, Sat 16:00 - 02:00, 
Sun 12:00 - 23:00. (41-89zł). PTAUESW

Breakfast We have a winner, and that’s EsSence. The 
choice here beats the comp hands down, with every-
thing from Brit breakfasts to your poncey continental 
efforts by way of Swedish, American and Polish options. 
Nearby we’re also fans of Cafe 6/12, and in the business 
district it’s got to be Atrio. If all else fails, settle for the 
infallible McBreakfast. 

Business Most of the places in the CBD are geared 
to the idea of business dining, as are 99 who have 
finally added wi fi to their repertoire. For that end, 
and equally good food, head next door to Atrio. 
Sense is always a favourite when it comes to sealing 
the deal, especially considering their potent range 
of cocktails at the bar, and we can’t speak highly 
enough of KOM. 

Cheap The many Bar Mleczny canteens are a legacy 
to the communist past, and while they’re cheap you 
may wish to swerve them unless you really are bone 
broke and starving. Try instead Podwale Kompania 
Piwa where mains go for around 30zl and arrive in 
obscene portions. Wook do cheap Chinese, but for 
the best value in town go Indian and head to either 
Arti or Namaste. 

Couples La Rotisserie offers high class dining inside 
the chic confines of Warsaw’s best hotel, while for 
something completely different then visit Ale Gloria. Eat-
ing here isn’t unlike climbing into a strawberry wedding 
cake, and a very decent way to spoil your better half. 

Kids Check out the Sunday Brunches held in hotels 
across Warsaw; most come armed with a nanny and 
games, giving you carte blanche to eat and be merry. 
Also worth checking are timeless classics like TGIs, 
Hard Rock and the Blue Cactus. 

Lads First stop Rooster, a watered down version of the 
Hooters chain. The microbreweries we list in By Night 
also turn their hand to food, though nowhere comes 
more recommended than the Warsaw Tortilla Factory; 
prove your worth to the team by guzzling lager from 
private taps while chucking down missile hot habanero 
sauce down your chute. For post-club soakage check 
our 24hr eateries in By Night. 

Polski Eat commie style in Oberza Pod Czerwonym 
Wieprzem, or go for pierogi at Zapiecik. For the peasant 
experience try one of Chlopskie Jadlo or Polskie Jadlo, 
or for the big spend then book into the formal Old Town 
legend Fukier. 

Splurge Another entry for the top notch La Rotisserie, 
one of the best restaurants in Poland. Also on the list 
should be the Rialto restaurant inside the hotel of 
the same name, Belvedere in Lazienki Park or Michel 
Moran’s Bistro de Paris up in the theatre quarter. 
Finally, we love, love, love the restaurant in the Likus 
Concept Store. 

Take away www.roomservice.pl is all you need to know. 
If you’re still not happy with that then try Pizzeria Na 
Nowolikach or for Asian give Mandala a bell. Namaste 
don’t deliver, but are always happy to stick your food 
in a taxi and send it your way.

Eating at a glance
The last 
secret of th

e 

communists.

Ul. Waliców 13

tel. (022) 890-16-05

OPEN: 12.00-24.00

www.folkgospoda.pl

Traditional Polish cuisine at its best, original folk 

music from the four winds, and a truly homey 

atmosphere in the unique interior of an old Polish Inn.

� 240 seats

� fully air-conditioned non-smoking interior

� summer garden for 100 persons

We organise:

� Corporate Events

� Occassional live concerts

OBER¯A POD CZERWONYM 
WIEPRZEM

Ul. ¯ELAZNA 68
22 850-31-44

OPEN 12:00 - 24:00
www.czerwonywieprz.pl

Kids MENU
Every Day
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Brazilian
 Churrasco do Landa B-3, ul. Próżna 8, tel. (+48) 22 620 
50 80, www.churrasco.pl. A routine looking restaurant with 
staff wearing Brazil football tops and a menu of strictly average 
South American bites. The locals don't seem to mind the final 
result, though more international diners will leave less than im-
pressed. QOpen 12:00 - 22:00. (20-50zł). PTAUXS

British
 London Steak House F-3, ul. Krucza 51, tel. (+48) 22 
827 00 20, www.londonsteakhouse.pl. A dark, forbidding 
eatery that's acquired a reputation for the most ridiculous 
version of the British fry-up you'll ever come across - you 
might want to bring some toilet paper with you. This place 
hasn't seen a spring clean since the 90s, and it's starting to 
look increasingly knackered - remember that red phone box 
and miserable coat check chap? They're still here. As are the 
same chefs by the looks of it; the food is certainly every bit 
as bad as it was a couple of years back. The name suggests 
steak is the forte here, though we've yet to find any evidence 
of this. QOpen 11:00 - 24:00. (28-76zł). PTAXSW

Chinese
 Cesarski Pałac B-2, ul. Senatorska 27, tel. (+48) 22 827 
97 07, www.cesarski-palac.com.pl. The lunch deal is one of 
the best value in the city, so expect a bit of a free-for-all once the 
clock hits one. The food is a mix of Chinese flavours, with more 
Szechuan than Beijing, though it's this lack of focus that eventually 
hamstrings this locale: there's just too much on offer. If they stuck to 
what they knew best it could easily become one of the better Asian 
eateries in Warsaw.QOpen 12:00 - 23:00, Sat 12:30 - 23:00, Sun 
12:30 - 22:00. (29-65zł). PTAUXSW

 Hong Kong House E-4, ul. Filtrowa 70, tel. (+48) 
22 658 00 68, w w w.hongkonghouse.com.pl.  A 
popular eatery wi th pastel colour schemes and the 
full range of Chinese choices. The Hong Kong Duck is 
what this place is famous for, and deservedly so. Just 
off-centre, but that does nothing to hur t their takings.
QOpen 12:00 - 22:00, Sat, Sun 12:30 - 22:00. (29-66zł). 
PTAXSW

 Kanton B-3, ul. Złota 9, tel. (+48) 22 420 99 99, www.
restauracjakanton.pl. Good Chinese food at affordable 
prices is still a rarity in these parts, so it's for good reason 
that the opening of Kanton has been met with applause. 
The interiors are pleasant enough, red walls decorated with 
Chinese calligraphy, but the primary reason for dropping in 
is the food; big, tasty portions also available for take-out or 
delivery - it looks like Namaste finally have a rival in the ‘lunch 
in the bag' market. QOpen 11:00 - 23:00, Sun 11:00 - 22:00. 
(18-41zł). AGS

 Red Orange A-3, ul. Grzybowska 9, tel. (+48) 22 
890 98 25, www.redorange.com.pl. The chefs flir ta-
tion with Asian fusion appears to have run i ts course, 
and that's good news for anyone who wants straight-
forward chow the way i t's meant to be cooked. Decor 
is simple and unobtrusive: the food is king here.QOpen 
11:00 - 22:00, Sat, Sun 12:00 - 22:00. (25-129z ł). 
TARBXS

 The Oriental C-3, ul. Prusa 2 (Sheraton Warsaw Ho-
tel), tel. (+48) 22 450 67 05, www.sheraton.com.pl. 
Exquisite dishes at premium prices. The menu covers every 
kitchen from Japan to Singapore, with the seafood earning 
particularly high scores. QOpen 17:00 - 22:30. Closed Sun.  
(35-140zł). PTAUXS

 Wook B-4, Al. Jerozolimskie 65/79 (Marriott Hotel), 
tel. (+48) 22 630 74 74, www.wook.pl. Decent, 
though nothing special, Chinese inside a red and black 
interior that brings to mind a Las Vegas cocktail bar. 
Orders are taken by off-duty students, and they do a 
good job of keeping the patrons happy; this place packs 
out like a Titanic li feboat, and that's largely down to the 
low-level pricing. But beware, rock bottom price tags are 
offset by equally modest portions.QOpen 11:00 - 23:00. 
(6zł). PAUGSW

European
 Brasserie D-7, ul. Żwirki i Wigury 1 (Courtyard by 
Marriott Hotel), tel. (+48) 22 650 01 74. Situated in 
the Courtyard Hotel opposite the airport this place makes 
its way into our listings on account of being your best (and 
only) option if you've just got off the flight from hell, have 
had your day disrupted by strikes or find yourself between 
flights. Hats off to him, head chef Tadeusz Cendrowicz has 
come up with a belter of a menu, and your one problem will 
be fitting through the plane door after. Check out the sirloin 
steak, or for something more snacky choices like the club 
sandwich. QOpen 06:00 - 22:30. (40-90zł). PTA�
RUBXSW

 Chmielna B-4, ul. Chmielna 24, tel. (+48) 22 826 
31 91. You may remember this place as Kaiser, an expat 
legend populated by local gangsters, Legia football play-
ers and foreigners talking tax breaks and strip clubs. I t's 
all changed, with a brief refi t seeing this place return 
as a bona fide restaurant. And the food is great, in 
particular the steak, one of the few in Warsaw that war-
rants a second look. QOpen 11:00 - 24:00. (19-69zł). 
PAXSW

 TGI Friday's E-2, al. Jana Pawła II 29, tel. (+48) 22 
653 83 60, www.fridays.com.pl. The Friday's experi-
ence as replicated the world over, so no surprises to find 
Americana aplenty and staff fitted out with bells, whistles 
and other moronic markings. The Warsaw op is all a bit 
hit and miss though; the burgers are fab, but the steaks 
certainly not. As for drinks, what you'll receive ranges 
from great to gross, depending on the bar man. Even 
the internet connection can get a little Russian Roulette.
QOpen 10:00 - 24:00, Sat, Sun 12:00 - 24:00. (27-70zł). 
PTAUBXSW

Balkan
 Banja Luka G-6, ul. Puławska 101, tel. (+48) 22 
854 07 82, www.banjaluka.pl. I t's black armband time 
the moment Banja Luka stack away the patio furniture, 
yet even without Warsaw's best garden there's reason 
still to drop by. I t's certainly out of the way, but those 
who do cross town to reach BL are met with a hunters 
heaven; this is feasting done the Balkan way, with whole 
carcasses delivered inside an interior of rough carpen-
try and local pottery. Make the most of i t by bringing 
a serious appeti te.QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (30-49zł). 
TAEBXSW

 Bulgaria Magica F-4, ul. Marszałkowska 3/5, 
tel. (+48) 22 825 18 16, www.bulgariamagica.pl. 
Skewered meat feasting inside a warm and narrow - very 
narrow - interior which is has fast become a favourite 
alternative to the more renowned Balkan eateries. Trams 
and tramps zing and stagger past with alarming regularity, 
which can be every bit as interesting as it is distracting. 
QOpen 11:00 - 22:00, Sat, Sun 13:00 - 22:00. (11-68zł). 
PTAXS

A new and unique menu

Excellent wine

Live Jazz Music

Summer garden

40 Piwna St.
00-265 Warszawa

tel. 022 887 87 64, fax. 022 887 87 65
www.jazzbistro.pl
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NEW

 El Corazon F-2, ul. Podwale 1, tel. (+48) 22 635 30 
61, www.elcorazon.pl. Is there a street in Warsaw these 
guys haven’t tried their luck on? Finally settled on the fringes 
of Old Town the El Corazon team present decent Spanish 
eats toned down to appeal to more conservative local 
palettes. While lacking the authentic zap, pow sensations 
of the Hispanic kitchen it’s by no means a duff venue, and it 
looks pretty good and all with cut glass lighting, wood floors 
and cherry coloured walls. Q (28-65zł). PTAXSW

 Jazz Bistro Gwiazdeczka B-2, ul. Piwna 40, tel. (+48) 
22 887 87 64, www.jazzbistro.pl. A venue of legend, with 
a show stealing skylight allowing diners the privelege of dining 
under the stars. Can anything be more romantic? Certainly, 
like the old town location for a start. Faultlessly presented, 
the menu here is global in style and every much the lure as 
the jazz that's promised.QOpen 10:00 - 24:00. (25-47zł). 
PTAEXW

 Marconi C-2, ul. Krakowskie Przedmieście 42/44 
(Le Meridien Bristol), tel. (+48) 22 551 18 32, www.
warsaw.lemeridien.com. More informal than the Malinowa 
restaurant right next door, this place is still a class ahead of 
the others. Dishes encompass a variety of influences and run 
includes a saddle of lamb that some might choose to die for. 
QOpen 06:30 - 10:30, 12:00 - 23:00, Sun 06:30 - 10:30, 
12:30 - 16:30, 19:00 - 23:00. (69-110zł). PTAUE�
BXSW

 Meza E-3, ul. Grzybowska 63 (Hilton Warsaw Hotel), 
tel. (+48) 22 356 55 76, www.warsaw.hilton.com. If 
you're staying in the Hilton there really isn't much reason to 
go beyond the foyer. This place has it all, and that includes 
a superb restaurant decorated with what can only be 

Polish cuisine 
with Austrian and Bavarian 

culinary accents
Wide choice of wine

and beer

Warsaw, 55/73 Marszałkowska St., phone +48 22 622 45 94, dekanta@dekanta.pl, www.dekanta.pl
Banquets • Parties • Catering • call + 48 503 515 617

 Dekanta F-4, ul. Marszałkowska 55/73, tel. (+48) 
22 622 45 94, www.dekanta.pl. The unclu t tered 
interior has shades of the Austro-Hapsburg era with i ts 
vaulted ceilings, arched windows and staff dressed as 
promiscuous looking maidens. Flagstone flooring and 
a bar with wooden casks mounted behind it complete 
your immersion into the days of Franz Jozef, and the 
menu is a collection of generous meaty meals like stro-
ganoff and schnitzel. Once you've cast the napkin aside 
head upstairs for wine and views of Marszałkowska. 
QOpen 12:00 - 23:00, Sat, Sun 13:00 - 23:00. (29-56zł). 
PTAEBXS

 Der Elefant A-2, Pl. Bankowy 1, tel. (+48) 22 624 79 
05, www.derelefant.pl. A real old timer, and while Warsaw 
has stacks of better and trendier restaurants this is a great 
place if you just fancy some cooked animals done just the 
way your mother would. You won't find any gourmet surprises, 
what you do get is a solid menu of grilled meats accompanied 
by frothing steins of lager. Pick from a rattan clad conserva-
tory area in the front, or a pub-style backroom that includes 
a blue elephant head hanging from the wall. QOpen 10:30 
- 24:00, Sat 11:00 - 24:00, Sun 12:30 - 24:00. (11-39zł). 
TABXS

 Duo Restauracja i Klub Al. KEN 18 (Ursynów), 
tel. (+48) 22 894 99 88, www.duo-duo.pl. Ursynow 
doesn't just feel off the map, it feels off the planet at times. 
But rejoice, if you live there, Duo provide all the reasons 
you need to cancel the cab and remain on home turf. 
Touting themselves as a restaurant/club Duo has a con-
temporary ‘it might be IKEA' design, and a well presented 
modern menu with a vague hint of Mediterranean flair. 
QOpen 12:00 - 23:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 - 24:00. (33-62zł). 
PTAUEGBSW

described as a psychedelic magic carpet. It's a large area, 
but the designers have been clever enough to incorporate 
lots of wood pillars to break up this space, while a glass wall 
allows diners the opportunity to watch all the comings and 
goings in the lobby; that means anything from the arrival of 
daytime TV crews, to stubble clad stags plodding around 
in dressing gowns. That's eye catching enough, but the real 
star of the show is Thomas Preidelt. He's the head chef, 
and his menu is a fantastic mix of new Polish and European 
cooking. And don't miss the Sunday Brunch, we've yet to 
find better in Warsaw.QOpen 06:30 - 23:00. (52-110zł). 
PTAUXSW

 Papu F-4, Al. Niepodległości 132/136, tel. (+48) 22 
856 77 88, www.restauracjapapu.pl. A genteel looking 
restaurant with parlour palms and sconces, as well as well 
positioned mirrors that add an extra sense of size. The 
menu comprises of classic, showcase European food, and 
includes rabbit with white mustard, as well as steak carved 
and cooked at your table.QOpen 10:00 - 22:00. (33-75zł). 
PTABXSW

 Podwale - Kompania Piwna B-1, ul. Podwale 
25, tel. (+48) 22 635 63 14, www.podwale25.pl. 
Enter via a mock Bavarian cour tyard (which becomes 
an impromptu ice rink each winter), to discover a huge 
hall filled with the sound of beery antics and oompah 
music. The word here is size, with Warsaw's biggest por-
tions coming within a whisker of sending tables keeling. 
This is basically meat, cabbage and potatoes served 
on huge wooden boards by waitresses obviously less 
fragile than they look. Cer tainly the best value in Old 
Town, with beer usually playing a big part in the evening.
QOpen 11:00 - 01:00, Sun 12:00 - 01:00. (21-49zł). 
PTJAUEBXS

 Poezja (Poetry) C-4, ul. Książęca 6, tel. (+48) 22 
423 90 62, www.poezja.waw.pl. A well-designed, urbane 
eatery found just downhill from pl. Trzech Krzyży. The menu 
is modern European and on the whole highly recommended. 
But as in most Polish restaurants, be wary of the steak, more 
importantly the chefs inability to cook as ordered.QOpen 
12:00 - 23:00, Sat 14:00 - 23:00, Sun 14:00 - 22:00. (48-
64zł). PTAXSW

 St. Traffo C-3, ul. Nowy Świat 36, tel. (+48) 22 826 
67 69. Ringside views of Nowy Swiat are one of the draws 
here, and with all the drinking that goes on here it's easy 
to overlook this place as a restaurant. Don't make such a 
mistake, this is still a very good destination in an area that's 
overflowing with options; the menu is Mediterranean in spirit 
and features pretty good pizzas. QOpen 11:00 - 23:00. (19-
69zł). TABXS

 U Szwejka F-4, Pl. Konstytucji 1, tel. (+48) 22 339 17 
10, www.uszwejka.pl. With both Nobo and Rodeo Drive 
dead the hunt is on once more for a decent steak. Emerging 
as a surprise candidate in that race is U Swejka, an aging 
establishment equipped with Czech road signs and images 
of good soldier Swejk. It's brash and basic, with brass bands 
and benches adding to a boozy ambiance. Strangely, however, 
the food is pretty good, and served in portions that leave no 
room for seconds.QOpen 08:00 - 24:00, Sat 10:00 - 24:00, 
Sun 13:00 - 24:00. (19-55zł). PTAEBXS
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 Bistro Żużu F-5, ul. Kazimierzowska 43 (entrance 
from ul. Różana), tel. (+48) 22 646 45 85, www.
bistro-zuzu.pl. French and I talian recipes have been 
mi xed togeth er to create a cracking menu in this 
suburban beacon. Mokotów has always proved a desir-
able place to li ve, now i t's winning recogni tion for i ts 
growing list of restaurants. The non-assuming design 
features modern ar t pinned to London grey walls, and 
a scat tering of armchairs amid dark wood fi t tings. 
QOpen 11:00 - 22:00, Sun 11:00 - 21:00. (21-55zł). 
TAGBSW

 Brasserie Stanislas A-3, Al. Jana Pawła II 22 
(Mercure Warszawa Fryderyk Chopin Hotel), tel. 
(+48) 22 528 03 60. Hotel restaurants rarely get bet-
ter than this. Though we would prefer i t i f the cur tains 
which block out the outside world would come down, 
we reall y couldn't faul t the food. The beef fillet wi th 
foie gras might be expensive (as in 89zł expensive) but 
completely wor th i t.QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (29-89zł). 
PTAUXSW

 La Rotisserie B-1, ul. Kościelna 12 (MaMaison 
Le Regina Hotel), tel. (+48) 22 531 60 70, www.
leregina.com. A high impact treasure that will leave 
you bowled over. Decorated wi th calming vanilla and 
caramel colours this good looker is all you'd expect 
from Warsaw's best hotel, and a worthy indulgence i f 
you're looking to impress. Head chef Pawel Oszczyk 
isn't afraid to experiment, and he's created a menu 
that blends the best of Polish and French cooking. For 
a real experience check out the gourmands menu, a 
six course caper through the best the ki tchen has to 
offer. QOpen 06:30 - 23:00, Sat, Sun 07:00 - 23:00. 
(61-96zł). PTAUGW

NEW

 Michel's Brasserie A-3, ul. Grzybowska 5a, tel. (+48) 22 
564 57 80, www.michels-brasserie.com. [20:48:32] webber: 
European cuisine gets a distinctly modern slant inside what’s odds 
on to become one of the top dinner choices in the money quarter. 
Even with the seasonal garden due to go under wraps there’s 
plenty of reasons to visit Michel Moran’s latest eatery, a chic 
combo of orange, black and steel gray colours. The menu is small 
but perfectly formed, and aside from Moran’s famed fish choices 
includes an excellent beef fillet served on a bed of potatoes. 
Everything here looks and feel snappy, and you can guarantee this 
deluxe spot to be alive with tweeting phones and the loud brays of 
après-office suit dudes. Pretty much perfect, with the lack of wifi 
meaning the focus is on the food not the conference chat.QOpen 
12:00 - 23:00. (36-60zł). PTAUBXS

 Prowansja G-4, ul. Koszykowa 1, tel. (+48) 22 621 42 
58, www.prowansja.pl. A charming restaurant with lots of 
wood finishes and farmhouse touches. The menu is held in 
high regard by the French community, with one reader declar-
ing the sole as ‘the best in Warsaw'. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00, 
Sun 13:00 - 22:00. (36-74zł). PTAUEXSW

Fusion
 Fusion E-2, Al. Jana Pawła II 21 (The Westin Hotel), tel. 
(+48) 22 450 86 31, www.westin.com.pl/fusion. Beauti-
fully presented food in a modern though frequently empty inte-
rior. The menu is tiny and largely made up of experimental fish 
dishes, but the results are definitely worth the visit. The roast 
duck with mandarin sauce comes completely recommended, 
though even expense account diners might baulk at paying 
139zl for an Argentinean sirloin. At that price you'd expect the 
whole cow.QOpen 06:30 - 10:30, 12:00 - 22:30, Sat, Sun 
07:00 - 10:30, 12:00 - 22:30. (42-139zł). PTAUXSW

 Ginger B-3, ul. Zgoda 12, tel. (+48) 22 827 30 03, 
www.ginger.com.pl. Now better known as a 24hr bar Ginger 
doesn't do a bad job of fusion food, though the interiors are 
usually enough to send prospective diners scarpering - find 
lemon toned seating matched with leopard print dashes and 
a rather cheap looking neo-tikki aesthetic.QOpen 24hrs. 
(25-50zł). PAUBXSW

 KOM B-3, ul. Zielna 37, tel. (+48) 22 338 63 53, www.
komunikat.net. KOM keeps getting better. We've yet to find 
a better interior, and it's well worth taking time to see it all for 
yourself. Set inside a former telephone exchange the build-
ing is pre-war restored with reclaimed period originals - the 
toilet floor is from Berlin, while the basement features cables 
that allegedly relayed secret conversations between Stalin 
and Churchill. As for the menu, owner Kai Schoenhals and 
head chef Grzegorz Odolak have got together to do some 
serious brainstorming, creating in the process one of the 
most memorable dinners around - try the filet mignon in fig 
sauce if you don't believe us. Finish off by taking a lucky dip 
from the drinks list; the cocktails are cracking, the wine list 
vast and the choice of whisky reputed to be the largest in 
Poland.QOpen 12:00 - 23:00, Sun 12:00 - 17:00.  (41-79zł). 
PTYAUEXSW

 Nu Jazz Bistro C-4, ul. Żurawia 6/12, tel. (+48) 22 
621 89 89, www.jazzbistro.pl. One feature of Nu is the 
terrace, a symphony of slimline girls and men with Macs; but 
there's more to this jaunt than good lookers. The interiors 
of soaring pillars and cavernous ceilings lend this place 
fantastic acoustics, something you'll notice the moment a 
live act appears. Food is modern in style and appearance, 
and there's a real sense of cocktail glam inside this jazz 
gem. QOpen 08:00 - 01:00, Fri, Sat, Sun 10:00 - 02:00. 
PTAEBXSW

 You & Me C-4, ul. Żurawia 6/12, tel. (+48) 22 420 34 
34, www.youandmebar.pl. The narrow as hell yet shaded 
and glorious terrace is the top draw here, as is the half-
decent stab at an English breakfast. The lunchtime menu is 
top value, and given that they claim to serve the cheapest 
beer in Poland, you can eat and drink well here for peanuts. 
At night You & Me becomes a rather trendy bar that fills up 
with no tie, coloured-shirted types from the media companies 
whose offices line this street. Come prepared to do and talk 
business and you will love the place. QOpen 08:30 - 24:00, 
Fri 08:30 - 02:00, Sat 12:00 - 02:00, Sun 12:00 - 24:00. 
(30-65zł). PTAEXSW

French
 Absynt C-4, ul. Wspólna 35, tel. (+48) 22 621 18 
81, www.kregliccy.pl. Recent dispatches reporting the 
demise of Absynt were mistaken. Visiting this bijoux little 
French restaurant recently we were delighted to be served 
a tender, sweet rabbit dripping in the most gorgeous Dijon 
sauce we have tasted in Warsaw. Desserts are a worth a 
look too: the chocolate soufflé doesn't come cheap, it will 
attempt to kill you with its deliciously tangy taste, but it's 
worth the effort and expense.QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (42-
75zł). PTAXS

 Bistro de Paris B-2, Pl. Piłsudskiego 9, tel. (+48) 22 
826 01 07, www.restaurantbistrodeparis.com. What 
was once a haven of voluptuous drapes and vintage bottles 
has muted it's tone - gone is the froufrou elegance, replaced 
instead by a crisp design that hints at Gallic class. Yes, head 
chef Michel Moran has created a masterpiece, and the menu 
here, particularly the fish, is rightfully regarded as one of the 
highlights of foodie Warsaw. QOpen 12:00 - 24:00. Closed 
Sun. (65-80zł). PTAUXW

Restaurant
Warsaw's tastes  

of Austro-Hungary

Felińskiego  52 St .  (Żoliborz ,  near  Plac  Wilsona station) ,  +48 22839 86 81
www.zauleksmakow.com.pl ,  kontakt@zauleksmakow.com.pl

Mon-Fri 12.00 - 22.00

Sat-Sun 12.00 - 23.00

Excellent and unique menu - sushi and fusion cuisine
Kitchen open daily until 24.00
Live smooth jazz concerts
Summer garden
Sushi to go. Order by phone and Internet!
We organize conferences and parties
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 Papaya C-3, ul. Foksal 16, tel. (+48) 22 826 11 
99, www.papaya.waw.pl. An ultra clinical stark white 
interior is accentuated by the occasional violet dash; 
this must be what Buck Rogers' latest spaceship would 
look like. From an open kitchen the chefs display their full 
repertoire, showing off every trick in the book as they cre-
ate dishes like steamed bass in banana leaf, char grilled 
jumbo prawns and sushi sets. An aquarium packed with live 
oysters allows diners to pick out which mollusks they wish 
to see carved apart. QOpen 12:00 - 24:00. (28-265zł). 
PTABXSW

 Sense C-3, ul. Nowy Świat 19, tel. (+48) 22 826 
65 70, w w w.sensecafe.com.pl. Pioneers on the 
fusion/fashion scene, Sense is one hal f cocktail bar, 
one hal f restaurant. Whether your motive is drinking 
or dining i t pays to combine the two here, else you'll 
just be missing out. The cocktails are notewor thy, but 
so to the Del ta Blue steak, one of the best excuses 
you'll ever find for killing something that went moo. 
Plenty of wok and noodle dishes to pick from, as well 
as a newl y launched break fast menu running from 
ten. Highly recommended.QOpen 10:00 - 23:00, Fri 
10:00 - 00:30, Sat 12:00 - 00:30, Sun 12:00 - 22:00. 
(45-65zł). PTAXSW

 Zen Jazz Bistro B-3, ul. Jasna 24, tel. (+48) 22 447 25 
00, www.jazzbistro.pl. A modern menu featuring (yes...) 
sushi, wok dishes and other asian fused style offerings 
whose number includes a smashing oriental style duck. All 
this inside an interior that's always busy, but as the title 
alludes, is thoughtfully chilled in atmosphere. White brick 
walls and soothing chocolate colours lend a distinctively 
cosmopolitan vibe that's not lost on an equally cosmopoli-
tan crowd.QOpen 11:00 - 24:00, Sat, Sun 12:00 - 24:00. 
PTAUBXW

Galician
 C.K. Oberża B-4, ul. Chmielna 28, tel. (+48) 22 828 
45 85, www.ckoberza.pl. Budget priced dinners, pints 
of lager and a bubbly atmosphere come presented inside 
a basic room decked out in dark woods. The menu is all 
pork chops, potato pancakes and plates of animals, and 
happily consumed by crowds who recognize a serious bar-
gain.QOpen 11:00 - 23:30, Sun 12:00 - 23:30. (22-42zł). 
YABXS

German
 Adler C-4, ul. Mokotowska 69, tel. (+48) 22 628 73 84, 
www.adlerrestauracja.pl. It's been years since Adler was 
touted as a top restaurant, but those who do visit will find 
just that. Still popular with an over-40 business crowd this 
circular haunt comes laiden with peasant contraptions, and 
serves up classic German recipes presented by girls dressed 
as Heidi. QOpen 09:00 - 23:30, Sat, Sun 13:00 - 23:30. (38-
65zł). PTABXS

Greek
 Santorini ul. Egipska 7 (Praga), tel. (+48) 22 672 05 
25, www.kregliccy.pl. It's a trek to get here, out in Praga, 
there's no disguising that. But if what you want is a real Greek 
meal, with tons of choice - more than 21 meze, we counted, 
to get through - and plenty of grilled lamb dishes. The only 
disappointment is the lack of seafood dishes on the menu: 
we saw only two, one octopus, one prawn, and such slim 
pickings didn't instill enough confidence to try them. QOpen 
12:00 - 23:00. (36-59zł). PTAEBXSW

Healthy Eating
 Biosfeera F-6, Al. Niepoległości 80, tel. (+48) 22 898 01 
55, www.biosfeera.com. An ultra-funky interior full of hang-
ing canvas lamps, orange dashes and shining wood finishes 
generates the hip atmosphere normally lacking in Polish veg-
etarian haunts. The tabolleuh salad is a fantastic way to prime 
yourself for the meatless main courses that come with names 
like Szpinakolada and Tortilla Kama Sutra. Freshly squeezed 
juices and fruit cocktails come as refreshment, and expect 
the thousand-yard stare if you ask for a beer and an ashtray. 
QOpen 10:00 - 22:00. (29-34zł). TAUGBSW

 Porta 13 C-3, ul. Chmielna 13a, tel. (+48) 22 505 91 
99, www.porta13.pl. The fact that this is a self-proclaimed 
‘bio' restaurant might suggest sandals and vegetarians, but 
instead we were pleasantly surprised to find some rather 
trendy local office workers enjoying a good lunch. We joined 
them and tucked into some light sea food sat on Porta 13's 
terrace, in a courtyard behind Chmielna. A classic ‘eat, drink 
and stay' venue where a quick after work bite can lead to 
a very long night.QOpen 07:00-10:30, 12:00-23:00, Sat 
08:00-10:30, 12:00-23:00, Sun 08:00-10:30, 12:00-22:00 
(26-70zł). PTAESW

Hungarian
 Borpince B-4, ul. Zgoda 1, tel. (+48) 22 828 22 44, www.
borpince.pl. Good trout, as well as the signature Hungarian dish: 
goulash. If your pleasures are more liquid then you'll be pleased to 
know they've also got a bit of a rep as a wine bar; we counted over 
58 on their list, and are assured there are more lurking around. 
QOpen 12:00 - 22:30. (35-68zł). PTAXS

 Zaułek Smaków ul. Felińskiego 52(near Subway Sta-
tion Wilson Squere), tel. (+48) 22 839 86 81, www.
zauleksmakow.com.pl. North Warsaw doesn't win much 
press, but this place could well put Zoliborz on the foodie 
map. The menu is eastern in content (Siberian pielmeni for 
starters) but with a defiantly Hungarian slant, while the sur-
rounds are airy and informal and feature relaxed and friendly 
service. If pressed on a dish to recommend, go for the grilled 
trout. QOpen 12:00 - 22:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 - 23:00. (25-56zł). 
PTABXSW

Indian
 Arti A-4, Al. Jerozolimskie 121/123, tel. (+48) 22 626 
90 02. Competition for the title of Warsaw's best Indian 
restaurant is hotting up - literally. The chicken madras here 
is fantastic, with a life-threatening hit that sears the mouth 
but not the bum. The squashed interiors are little to crow 
about, with a simple design featuring stone cladding and 
plastic flowers, but the food is out of this world. We dine on 

butter chicken every time, and we've yet to find a better one in 
Warsaw. Best of all it's an absolute bargain, with most curries 
pegged at around the 25 złoty mark.QOpen 11:30 - 22:30. 
(21-50zł). PAGBS

NEW

 Buddha Indian Restaurant C-3, ul. Nowy Świat 23, 
tel. (+48) 22 826 35 01, www.buddha.info.pl. Bored of 
the sushi explosion? Then pay heed, the people of Warsaw 
are discovering that Indian food doesn't necessarily result in 
scorched tonsils and a sore bottom. Here's the latest Indian 
restaurant to crack Warsaw, and the results are pretty good 
indeed. Recommended is the Buddha Spice, a tomato heavy 
creation with just enough spice to keep your interest, and 
perfectly complimented by soft, floppy naans. Prices are a 
little heavier than Namaste/Arti etc, but still a snip when put 
pound to pound with the premium curry houses, while interiors 
are an over-indulgent nod to traditional India.QOpen 10:00 - 
24:00. (20-60zł). PTABXSW

Summer usually brings good news, and it doesn’t get any 
better than the closure of The Cinnamon, a repulsive club 
famed for champagne cretins and a near fascist door 
policy. Not a place to be mourning, unlike the demise 
of Sofia, long established as Warsaw’s most legendary 
strip club. Also passing over summer are Rodeo Drive 
and NoBo, the two places you’d always be guaranteed 
a highly decent steak. But it’s not all bad news. Expat 
fortress 99 have reopened, with food and service(and 
steak) that is every inch worth the rather steep prices. 
Also of note is Michel’s Brasserie, a lovely project from 
the same chef behind Michel Moran’s Brasserie de Paris, 
as well as the usual spread of sushi suspects looking to 
make a buck on Warsaw’s love for raw fish. 
On the bar/café scene it’s full marks for Lorelei, an arty 
café that’s very much follows the mould of Chłodna 25 – 
full of art students and theatre sorts. Equally impressive 
is 3NA2 a highly weird (and rather scuzzy) bar that’s a 
complete departure from the new bars of Warsaw. And 
while you’re there, don’t miss Hustawka for a taste of 
Berlin-style decadence, or Powiśle 20 set right by the 
train station of the same name. Finally, if by some chance 
you are one of the people who missed Cinnamon, then 
why not check out The 9 on Kredytowa, a high class bar/
club looking to pick up the poisoned chalice dropped 
by The Cin. 

What’s hot, what’s not
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interior is a riot of statuettes and iconography, and everything 
you see is up for sale - including the great big golden Bud-
dha. The owner is a self-confessed nut when it comes to 
Indonesia, and his passion is evident in the millions of details 
that become apparent once your eyes finish roving. That the 
local Indonesian community profess to dining here should tell 
you enough about a menu that involves exotics such as Bali 
style squid.QOpen 12:00 - 24:00. (39-110zł). PTAS

International
99 E-2, Al. Jana Pawła II 23, tel. (+48) 22 620 19 99, 
www.restaurant99.com. Ten years is a long time in the 
restaurant trade, yet that’s how long 99 have been looked 
on as leaders in the local corporate lunch trade. Now after a 
brief spell away they’re back from a refit, with a new design 
which is space age white and rather dashing. The menu, 
global in style, remains stonking, and includes what’s set to 
be known as quite possibly the best steak in Warsaw.QOpen 
08:00 - 23:00, Fri 08:00 - 24:00, Sat 12:00 - 24:00, Sun 
12:00 - 22:30. (35-119zł). PTAUXSW

NEW

 Amber Room G-4, Al. Ujazdowskie 13, tel. (+48) 22 523 66 
64, www.kprb.pl. Set inside the Sobański Palace what was (and 
indeed still is) the domain of the Polish Business Roundtable Club 
has now opened its doors to the paying public. The interiors are all 
marble and chandeliers - exactly the kind of place you'd see Prince 
Charles walking around shaking hands - with price tags ensuring 
that just because membership is no longer required, you'll still be 
whipping out the gold card before there's any chance of dining with 
the power brokers of Poland. The luxury is worth paying for mind, with 
head chef Amaro Modest coming up with a menu that includes foie 
gras with rhubarb, and pigeon consommé. Q Open 12:00-15:00, 
18:00-22:00, Sat 19:00-22:00, Sun Closed. PTAUNW

 Namaste India C-4, ul. Nowogrodzka 15, tel. (+48) 22 
357 09 39, www.namasteindia.pl. To call Namaste a res-
taurant is a misnomer. This is a tiny grocery store with fogged 
up windows and two rickety tables set aside for customers. The 
staff are swamped with orders, so do what those chained to of-
fice desks do and ring before hand to cut on waiting time. This is 
some of the best ethnic food we've ever tried, with prices set so 
low you can't help but ask what's the catch. There isn't one; we've 
tried pretty much everything on the menu and have yet to find a 
weak link - and, best of all, they've recently doubled the menu in 
size.QOpen 11:00 - 22:00, Sun 12:00 - 22:00. (19-28zł). GS

 Namaste India Clay Oven B-2, ul. Piwna 12/14, tel. 
(+48) 22 635 77 66, www.namasteindia.pl. When Na-
maste first opened in 2006 it proved such a success story that 
a new venue was needed to cope with the overflow of custom. 
The result is Namaste Indian Clay Oven, an Old Town hideout 
with a far more formal atmosphere to the fogged up, hole-in-
the-wall style of the original. To say they've expanded would 
be using artistic license - their new venue holds 12 people, a 
fact that can lead to congestion as flocks of prospective diners 
hover around waiting for tables to empty. The crowds are here 
for the food, the best Indian dishes in Poland, possibly Central 
Europe. Amazingly the owner, Ashok Mannani, appears unaware 
of this, and the prices have been pegged at little higher than 
those found in a fast-food stop. The mob favourite is the chicken 
tikka masala, and it comes perfectly complimented by sides 
like bhajis and naan. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (16-40zł). PXS

Indonesian
 Galeria Bali Buddha Club B-3, ul. Jasna 22, tel. (+48) 
22 828 67 71, www.galeriabali.pl. A lavish and elaborate 
effort where staff in ceremonial attire lead diners to a dining 
room adorned with imported keepsakes. The incense filled 

 India Curry C-4, ul. Żurawia 22, tel. (+48) 22 438 
93 50, www.indiacurry.pl. Bri tish business types 
love to conduct their expense account dinners here, an 
elegant Indian restaurant that features a burbling fountain 
and food that goes way beyond the butter chicken and 
madras menu of others. We rate the murgh mekhani as 
the top dish here, and it's perfectly paired with a glass 
of ginger lemon juice. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (32-60zł). 
PTAUXSW

 Maharaja F-4, ul. Marszałkowska 34/50, tel. 
(+48) 22 621 13 92, www.maharaja.pl. Inch your 
way to the top floor by way of a scabby stairwell to find 
a stained pink interior that smacks of a student ghetto 
curry house back in England. But there is good news; 
the food has improved, and dramatically so, and while 
this place isn't a patch on Ar ti or Namaste i t's not the 
no-go zone of yesteryear.QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (24-
65zł). PTAXSW

 Mandala B-4, ul. Emilii Plater 9/11, tel. (+48) 
22 428 44 54, www.mandalaklub.com. Entrance 
to Mandala is via a scummy cour tyard, one usuall y 
frequented by tramps scavenging for cig bu tts. I t's 
through this assaul t course you'll happen across one 
of the best budget secrets in Warsaw, a place heav-
il y populated by students and swampland characters 
spor ting dreadlocks. Decorated wi th whi tewashed 
walls and vague industrial touches this place morphs 
into a decent club at weekends, but most people will 
prefer to know i t for i ts stonking Indian cooking. Thai 
recipes as well, though i t's the butter chicken that 
gets this wri ter talking.QOpen 12:00 - 22:00, Wed, 
Fri, Sat 12:00 - 23:00, Sun 13:00 - 21:00. (19-59zł). 
PTAEXSW

Restaurant opposite the 

Royal Castle!
The best steaks in Warsaw!

Check it out!
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00-252 Warsaw

tel: +48 22 635 30 61

www.elcorazon.pl

restauracja@elcorazon.pl 10%
 D

ISCOUNT

W
ITH THIS G

UID
E!

 Atrio A-3, Al. Jana Pawła II 23, tel. (+48) 22 653 96 
00, www.atrio.waw.pl. One of our favourite restaurants in 
town, and it's a view shared by most of Warsaw. The head 
chef here has done a smashing job of perfecting each and 
every dish on the tiny menu, with particular marks awarded 
to the grilled lamp chops. There's a chic, modern aesthetic 
in Atrio, and it's complimented well by black clad service 
expertly schooled in their job.QOpen 08:00 - 23:00. Closed 
Sun. (27-69zł). PAUBXS

 Bierhalle D-1, Al. Jana Pawła II 82 (Arkadia), tel. 
(+48) 601 67 79 62, www.bierhalle.pl. With a name 
like Bierhalle you'd be right to think the beer comes first 
here. Brewed in huge glass vats the in-house beer is the 
best for miles, but don't let drunkenness get in the way 
of eating. The menu here is the perfect foil for the liquid 
offerings, and includes hefty fillers like sausage and her-
ring. More demanding appetites should try the schnitzel 
feast, a timely protein boost for the night that beckons.
QOpen 11:00 - 23:00, Fri, Sat 11:00 - 24:00. (18-70zł). 
PTAXSW

 Café 6/12 C-4, ul. Żurawia 6/12, tel. (+48) 22 
622 53 33, www.612.pl. Get here early to stake a 
place inside this cavernous legend. The breakfasts are 
highly rated and include some of the only bagels in the 
capital, and even a quasi version of the British variety - 
unrecognizable from its usual form, meaning you won't 
be getting any surprise cardiac pains later in the day. A 
chilled out ambiance is matched with a minimalist decor 
that's limited to clever lighting and potted shrubs, and it's 
very much a place to be seen if you fancy poncing around 
with a guava smoothie and a trophy girl friend.QOpen 
08:00 - 23:00, Sat 10:00 - 24:00, Sun 10:00 - 23:00. 
(30-70zł). PTABXSW
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global dishes that run from duck breast on bubble and squeak 
to quesadillas that outdo more lauded Mexican restaurants.
QOpen 08:00 - 23:00, Fri 08:00 - 24:00, Sat, Sun 12:00 - 
24:00. (25-65zł). PTAUXSW

 Fret@Porter B-1, ul. Freta 37, tel. (+48) 22 635 20 
55, www.fretaporter.pl. Formerly one of our favourite 
restaurants in town, the chaps at Fret@Porter are now back 
to their best following a protracted hiatus. Gone are the 
theatrical interiors, replaced instead by a toned down look 
featuring exposed brickwork and token dashes of artwork. 
But it's the menu that's the star here, and the roast duck is 
one of the best birds you'll ever have in your mouth. Simply 
excellent, and a real reason to visit the new town area.QOpen 
10:00 - 23:00. (31-63zł). PTJAEXSW

 Grand Kredens F-3, Al. Jerozolimskie 111, tel. (+48) 
22 629 80 08, www.kredens.com.pl. The grand daddy 
of the expat dining experience. Kredens haven't changed in 
years, and still offer a vast menu of everything from calamari 
to game - all of which are cooked to the highest standard. 
The interior could be a film set, with lampposts, bicycles and 
deep sea divers helmets filling the spaces that aren't occu-
pied by suits taking advantage of their expense accounts. 
QOpen 10:00 - 24:00, Sat, Sun 11:00 - 24:00. (45-96zł). 
PTAUEBXS

 Hotel Rialto's Restaurant F-4, ul. Wilcza 73, tel. 
(+48) 22 584 87 71, www.hotelrialto.com.pl. Star chef 
Kurt Scheller has upped his sticks and left, taking his whiskers 
and cookbook with him. Replacing him is Paweł Suchenek, a 
man whose sharpened his talents in some of Europe's most 
prestigious hotels. His new look menu is a delight, from start 
to finish, and includes some delectable starters, and an even 
better duck breast accompanied with apple tart and zubrowka 

sauce. Best of all, Suchenek has created a light menu that 
doesn't leave the diner feeling bloated, meaning it's still pos-
sible to squeeze in his trademark strawberry tartar at the 
finish. The restaurant itself is small and stylish, set inside 
an Art Deco space that smacks of the age of Lempicka, 
while the expert waiters have mastered the art of appearing 
at just the right moment. All in all a complete pleasure, and 
a true Warsaw highlight. QOpen 6:30 - 23:00. 06:30-12:00 
breakfast, 12:00-18:00 lunch. (35-60zł). PAUGSW

 Latino Brasserie@ferdy's A-3, ul. Grzybowska 24 
(Radisson BLU Centrum Hotel), tel. (+48) 22 321 88 22, 
www.ferdys.com.pl. Ferdy's celebrates Poland's unlikely 
associations with Argentina by way of a smashing menu which 
incorporates the best of those countries. The steak platters 
served with gaucho fries are top-notch, while the interiors ap-
pear to have been inspired by the first class saloon deck of 
an ocean liner. There's veneered surfaces and potted plants 
aplenty, and it feels like just the spot where an after-dinner 
cigar is almost compulsory.QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (59-168zł). 
PTAUBXSW

 Likus Concept Store C-3, ul. Krakowskie Przedmieście 
16/18, tel. (+48) 22 492 74 09, www.likusconceptstore.
pl. It's hard to do justice to Concept restaurant, one of the 
most impressive dining experiences to be found in Warsaw. 
Set inside a former pre-war bathhouse this place is accessed 
down a gloomy looking courtyard, flanked on each side by 
kebab stands and student dives. Don't turn back. Instead 
find yourself in the Likus Concept Store, where a turn to the 
left leads you to this place. Decorated with glazed floor tiles, 
shimmery fabrics and a skylight this place looks every inch a 
masterpiece. And the food is by no means second fiddle to 
the visual overload; presented on designer cutlery diners enjoy 
dishes like fillet of red deer with spinach, black pepper and foie 

Custom Menus for Private Events

 Deco Kredens C-3, ul. Ordynacka 13, tel. (+48) 22 826 
06 60, www.kredens.com.pl. Prices are relatively high in 
Deco, though this isn't necessarily reflected in the quality. It's 
hard work finding good steak in this town, and Kredens does 
nothing to buck the trend serving hard meat that makes the 
jaws work overtime. Worth popping in for tea and coffee mind, 
with an extravagant and velvety art deco interior that's a joy 
to behold.QOpen 10:00 - 23:00, Sat, Sun 11:00 - 23:00. 
(38-90zł). PTAXS

 Dyspensa G-4, ul. Mokotowska 39, tel. (+48) 22 629 
99 89, www.dyspensa.pl. Good little bistro close to the 
entrance of Łazienki Park, set next to an antique shop. On 
entering you will immediately think that half the furniture has 
been pinched from next door. The food is impressive too, the 
carpaccio being a fine effort that shaves the post while the 
golonka hits the back of the net every time.QOpen 12:00 - 
22:00. (52-79zł). PTAUSW

 Endorfina Foksal H-2, ul. Foksal 2, tel. (+48) 22 827 87 
07, www.ogrodyfoksal.pl. Bottom of Foksal, this standout 
building has gone through countless guises in the last decade. 
We're expecting it to open as Endorfina in October, but from 
there the clues run dry. Full review next issue. QOpen 11:00 
- 24:00. (24-100zł). PTAIXW

 EsSence C-4, ul. Krucza 16/22, tel. (+48) 22 434 20 
82, www.essence-cafe.pl. Ever wondered what it would 
have been like if Maradona had played in the same team as 
Pele? We'll never know, so satisfy yourself with the culinary 
version instead. Ray Bridgeford (he of Sense) and Danny 
Undhammer (think Porto Praga cocktail menu) have pooled 
their talents together to create Warsaw's finest restobar. It's 
called EsSence, and all you need know is it's fabulous. The 
look is dark and modern, while the menu is inch perfect with 

International menu with Polish and Italian cuisine accents

Warsaw 3/5 Foksal St., phone +48 22 827 87 16

BANQUETS, WEDDING RECEPTIONS, CATERING +48 502 042 588

info@restauracjavillafoksal.pl , www.restauracjavillafoksal.pl

gras, before concluding with chocolate and ginger mousse 
served with curry sauce and ice cream. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00, 
Sun 12:00 - 17:00. (75-85zł). PTAXSW

 Qchnia Artystyczna G-4, ul. Jazdów 2 (Zamek 
Ujazdowski), tel. (+48) 22 625 76 27, www.qchnia.pl. 
There's a raft of modish eateries in Warsaw, but you can't get 
more cutting edge than taking centre stage inside a city centre 
castle that doubles as a modern art gallery. In summer you'll find 
the best seats outside, touting grandstand views of a park and 
lake below, though eating inside the post-modern stone-clad 
interior is by no means second best. The surroundings are fault-
less, meaning the food has a lot to live up to. It's not bad, just 
not memorable, with a selection of creative interpretations of 
Polish cooking. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (35-68zł). TABX

NEW

 Restauracja Spotkanie F-1, ul. Krasińskiego 2, tel. 
(+48) 22 839 30 69, www.spotkanie.com.pl. Anyone 
living in Żoliborz could do a lot worse than heading out to ‘the 
meeting place', a cool restaurant with some weird design 
touches: a spiral staircase leading to nowhere, and lots of 
greenery set to warehouse-style industrial aesthetics. For an 
out-of-centre restaurant this place certainly isn't cheap, but 
the duck with cranberry proves worth the banknotes. QOpen 
12:00 - 23:00. (36-64zł). TAXSW

 Rozbrat 20 G-3, ul. Rozbrat 20, tel. (+48) 22 628 02 95. 
Not the easiest of locations, but if anything that lends Rozbrat 
20 some extra points - it really does feel like an In The Know 
insider's secret. Elegantly decorated, strengths here include 
cut-price lunch deals, an expansive wine card and some excellent 
burgundy beef. It's a good start they've made, and all the better 
for some very interesting artwork clinging on the walls.QOpen 
07:30 - 23:00, Sat, Sun 09:00 - 23:00. (35-57zł). PTAGS
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- per fect i f you wish to avoid the paparazzi vul tures 
circling outside. The menu matches the mood, wi th 
high-end offerings like skewered shrimps in chilli sauce.
QOpen 11:00 - 24:00, Sat, Sun 12:00 - 24:00. (24-76zł). 
PTYAEBXSW

Italian
 Bacio B-4, ul. Wilcza 43, tel. (+48) 22 626 83 03, 
www.bacio.pl. Share space with romancing couples and 
business types clinching deals inside a froufrou interior 
decorated with vines and cherubs. On the menu a mix of 
Polish and Italian dishes, including a divine pepper steak. 
QOpen 12:00 - 24:00, Sat, Sun 13:00 - 24:00. (27-70zł. 
PTAXS

 Bacio Di Angelo C-1, ul. Wilcza 8, tel. (+48) 22 622 
44 54, www.bacio.pl. A great place to indulge someone 
special. A pet project from the same team behind Bacio this 
gastronomic standout is what happens when cupid meets 
cooking. A beautiful interior of flowery tablecloths and wooden 
furniture generates the perfect atmosphere for a romantic 
rendezvous, and the dishes come sent straight from the 
heavens. QOpen 12:00 - 24:00, Sat, Sun 13:00 - 24:00. 
(27-65zł). PTAXS

 Balgera G-5, ul. Rejtana 14, tel. (+48) 22 849 56 74, 
www.balgera.pl. We've been calling Balgera one of the top 
Italian restaurants since Issue 1, and we've yet to see any 
reason to revise this opinion. Stylishly uncluttered Balgera 
combines a clean, cream design with prize winning cooking 
courtesy of imported chefs. Short of flying to Italy you won't 
find any better, and the panna cotta is a terrific way to con-
clude your visit.QOpen 12:00 - 22:00, Sat, Sun 13:00 - 22:00. 
(50-100zł). PAUEXSW

NEW

 Baraboo A-2, ul. Karmelicka 17, tel. (+48) 22 636 67 77, 
www.baraboo.pl. Best known for its crumbling gray housing 
blocks, the district of Muranów has long been considered little 
short of the arse end of Warsaw. Lifting the doom somewhat is 
Bar A Boo, a weird space age spot overlooking what will one day 
be the new fangled Jewish Museum. Decorated with hardwood 
floors, green flashes and white Jetsons-style seating, this Ital-
ian restobar features a long open kitchen, and giant windows 
from which to observe Warsaw move from summer to autumn 
to ice age. The menu isn't bad at all, and certainly your best 
choice in an area not known for culinary greatness. QOpen 
12:00 - 22:00. (19-45zł). TAUBXSW

 Centorrino B-4, ul. Chmielna 28a, tel. (+48) 22 826 69 
30. At the far end of a somewhat scruffy courtyard, this place 
warrants closer attention for the sheer quality of the food. 
For this is a Warsaw rarity: a real Italian ristorante, with not 
a pizza in sight. Hurrah. Instead, feast on well chosen Italian 
dishes, such as the perfect - and we mean it - beef carpaccio, 
served correctly for once with rocket and chunky, chipped 
Parmesan. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00, Sat, Sun 13:00 - 23:00. 
(28-55zł). AUBXS

 Chianti C-3, ul. Foksal 17, tel. (+48) 22 828 02 22, 
www.kregliccy.pl. A few years ago this would have been 
rated as one of the best Italian's in town. Warsaw's moved on, 
Chianti hasn't. The foods not bad, but you'll pay over the odds 
for dishes that are cooked far better in numerous locales. 
On the plus side the candle-lit vaulted interior is amongst 
the most romantic in town.QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (23-59zł). 
PTAEXSW

 Doppiozero B-4, ul. Złota 59 (Złote Tarasy), tel. (+48) 
22 222 09 23. Italian owned, apparently, and it shows. The 
service is absolutely knock dead beautiful, but that's certainly 
not the reason you get so many people showing up here. The 
pizza is the best in town (and the most expensive), and the 
menu has been expanded to include some smashing pasta 
and salad options. A glass front allows plenty of opportunity 
to give the eye candy walking into Złote Tarasy a come hither 
look, while the interiors are a mesh of Ferrari red colours and 
stainless steel. Café, bar and restaurant all rolled into one, 
and definitely worth a visit providing you don't mind acting 
Italian for an evening. QOpen 09:00 - 24:00. (16-40zł). 
PAUXSW

 Enoteka Polska B-1, ul. Długa 23/25, tel. (+48) 22 
831 34 43. A rather divey Vietnamese restaurant aside 
Dluga has always been something of a culinary desert, 
surprising considering it's geography as one of the principal 
roads leading to the old town. Enoteka redresses the bal-
ance, with a quiet courtyard location and an uncluttered 
design that hints at sophistication. Decoration stops with 
wood fittings and vanilla walls, there's no need to over-
elaborate here, and the Italian/Mediterranean menu has 
sparked glowing reviews from all who've visited. Better 
still, the choice of wine makes this more than just a eatery, 
rather a must-visit following a day of old town sightsee-
ing.QOpen 12:00 - 23:00, Sun 13:00 - 17:00. (25-49zł). 
PTABX

 Il Sole A-3, Al. Jana Pawła II 27, tel. (+48) 22 653 64 
84, www.ilsole.com.pl. Il Sole's success is largely at-
tributed to their lunch deals, seemingly a rite of passage for 
anyone working in the Atrium office complex. Certainly not a 
bad choice if time is tight, though you'll find Warsaw offers 
far better and more authentic Italian fare elsewhere.QOpen 
08:00 - 24:00, Sat 11:00 - 23:00, Sun 12:00 - 23:00. (25-
52zł). PTAUEBXS

 Sketch C-3, ul. Foksal 19, tel. (+48) 602 76 27 64, 
www.sketch.pl. Watch your head - Sketch's main claim 
to fame are a selection of over 80 world beers. Compli-
menting them are a range of beer bites including Belgian 
frites, tapas, mussels, spuds and ciabattas, all of which 
are available up until midnight. Breakfast options are 
served from morning. QOpen 12:00 - 24:00. (23-43zł). 
PTAXSW

 The Olive C-4, ul. Prusa 2 (Sheraton Warsaw Hotel), 
tel. (+48) 22 450 67 06, www.sheraton.com.pl. A mix of 
faultless Polish and Mediterranean cuisine served in a curvy 
glass room attached to the Sheraton. The Sunday Brunch 
- featuring unlimited booze and food - is an expat highlight. 
Q Open 06:30 - 10:30, 12:00 - 16:00; Sat 07:00 - 10:30, 
12:00 - 16:00, Sun 07:00-10:30, 12:30 - 16:30. (64-125zł). 
PTAUXSW

 Villa Foksal C-3, ul. Foksal 3/5, tel. (+48) 22 
827 87 16, www.restauracjavillafoksal.pl. A private 
residence that has been transformed into a smar t 
restaurant making use of easy colour schemes and 
contemporary styles. The menu is inventive, the pre-
sentation faultless and the cooking often in a bracket of 
i ts own.QOpen 12:00 - 23:00, Sat, Sun 13:00 - 21:00. 
(32-69zł). PAXS

 Zadra A-2, ul. Andersa 29, tel. (+48) 22 831 96 68, 
www.restauracjazadra.pl. Unable to accommodate all 
the paintings collected over the years the owners have 
stored the surplus in Zadra, a restaurant and gallery 
where everything from the cutlery to the wardrobes has 
its price. I t's a concept that works well, and the theatri-
cal interiors are ideal for formal occasions, while a newly 
added VIP room comes with i ts own private entrance 

Found in the heart 
of the city bar a boo 
offers an oasis of 
calm in a hectic city. 
Italian food in quality 
surrounds makes it per-
fect for business, parties 
and romance, with sea-
sonal recipes and famed 
cocktails. We also have expe-
rience of catering and events. 
Open throughout the week from 
noon.

Karmelicka 17, Warsaw
Phone: +48 (022) 636 67 77

www.baraboo.pl
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 Palestra E-2, Al. Solidarności 84, tel. (+48) 22 838 00 
74, www.restauracjapalestra.pl. It might well be a fat, 
big road, but at times Solidarnosci very much feels like the 
land that restaurants forgot. Palestra redresses the balance, 
offering great wood-fired pizzas as well as some decent pas-
tas inside a set of white rooms attended too by fine young 
waitresses. Revolutionary it isn't, but it's a good feed on an 
otherwise barren stretch of street. QOpen 11:00 - 22:00, 
Sat, Sun 13:00 - 22:00. (19-44zł). PTAUXSW

 Parmizzano's B-4, Al. Jerozolimskie 65/79 (Marriott 
Hotel), tel. (+48) 22 630 50 96, www.marriott.com. 
Forget the distinct lack of windows, Parmizzano's is rightfully 
regarded as one of the best Italian experiences in the city. 
It's Marriott run and based, so blue ribbon quality applies 
to everything here - from the chefs to the ingredients to the 
rather stellar wine list.QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (50-130zł). 
PTAUXS

 Piccolo Bacio C-4, ul. Hoża 58/60 (entrance from ul. 
Poznańska), tel. (+48) 22 622 66 65, www.bacio.pl. 
Offering one of the best lunch deals in the city (three course 
for 27zł), this place is predictably buzzing around 1pm, and 
you can expect the crowds to be lingering long after. That's 
down to the cooking, a magnificent mix of Italian classics 
and sushi.QOpen 12:00 - 22:00, Sat 13:00 - 22:00, Sun 
13:00 - 21:00. (39-75zł). PTAUXSW

 Pizzeria Na Nowolipkach A-2, ul. Nowolipki 15, tel. 
(+48) 22 498 88 77, www.nanowolipkach.pl. It's certainly 
our favourite source of pizza in Poland, but it's only fair to 
first pass comment on the staff - the only way the service 
could be worse would be if customers were lined up against 
a wall and finished off with a pistol. It really is that shoddy. 
Yet hidden among the everyman Socialist Realist leftovers 
of Muranow this place really is a treasure, and unknown to 
all but the locals who pack it from noon till night. The pizza 
menu includes exotics like banana and curry toppings, though 
our suggestion is to play straight and order the primavera; 
an absolute revelation, and priced at levels lower than your 
high street dial-a-crap rubbish.QOpen 11:00 - 22:00, Fri, Sat 
11:00 - 23:00, Sun 13:00 - 22:00. (18-31zł). PTAGS

 Restauracja Pomidoro Al. Wojska Polskiego 3, Kon-
stancin Jeziorna, tel. (+48) 22 702 87 77, www.pomi-
doro.pl. Wood floors, brick walls; set in an old paper factory 
there's a real pseudo industrial feel to this place, accentuated 
by high ceilings and random pipes. It looks beautiful, even 
more so when evening draws in and the overhead canvas 
lamps cast shadows on the diners. Yet there's more to this 
place than a five star look; both chef and owner are Italian, 
and their seasonal menu is reason enough to relocate - for an 
evening at least - to Konstancin.QOpen 12:00 - 21:30, Sun 
12:00 - 19:30. (20-60zł). PTAUBXSW

 Roma G-5, ul. Grottgera 2 (entrance Belwederska 17), 
also at ul. Jasna 24 and ul. Mokotowska 49, tel. (+48) 
22 841 01 33, www.restauracjaroma.pl. Dripping candles 
poke out of dusty bottles, and every aspect of this secretive 
restaurant hints at the neighbourhood locales you'd find in 
the side alleys of Italy. The interior is intimate and the menu 
encyclopaedic, enabling Roma to build a loyal fanbase across 
the years.QOpen 12:00 - 23:00, Sat 13:00 - 23:00, Sun 
14:00 - 21:00. (29-55zł). PTAUBXSW

 Fusion A-3, Al. Jana Pawła II 21, tel. (+48) 22 450 
80 00, www.westin.com.pl/fusion. Sunday From 
12:30 - 16:30. 159zł, (half price for those between 4 
and 12 years, free for the under fours), which includes 
hot and cold fusion dishes, white and red wine and even 
the possibility of getting a Mongolian wok to your table. 
The kids corner comes with a babysitter, toys, Playstation 
and separate menu.

 Hotel Marriott’s Lilla Weneda Restaurant B-4, 
Al. Jerozolimskie 65/79, tel. (+48) 22 630 51 76, 
www.marriott.com/wawpl. A Sunday institution. From 
12:30 - 16:00 a fee of 159zł (children from 6-14 years old 
half price, under six free), gets unlimited Żywiec, white and 
red wine and soft drinks. Buffet spreads include a sushi 
bar, salad bar, Italian and international food. In the kids 
corner a childminder keeps things lively, and the menu 
includes pizza, pancakes and nuggets.

 Hyatt Hotel’s Venti Tre Restaurant G-5, ul. Bel-
wederska 23, tel. (+48) 22 558 12 34, www.warsaw.
regency.hyatt.com. From 12:30 - 16:30. 150zł per person, 
(half price for those between six and twelve, free for those 
under six). Hot and cold meals, plus sushi, as well as wine, 
beer and soft drinks. Kids section comes with TV, toys, 
babysitter and a separate menu of pizza, fries and the like. 

 InterContinental’s Downtown Restaurant A-4, 
ul. Emili Plater 49, tel. (+48) 22 328 87 40, www.
warsaw.intercontinental.com. Open Sunday12:30 
- 16:00, 150 złoty wins you access to the buffet bar 
(including Mexican cuisine and sushi) and beer and wine, 
and a welcome margarita. Half price for kids between 
the ages 6-12, and free for those under six. The kids 
corner features a child carer, a menu that includes pizza 
and spaghetti and a nice chap performing magic tricks. 
Highly rated by all who visit. 

 Le Royal Meridien Bristol’s Marconi C-2, ul. 
Krakowskie Przedmieście 42/44, tel. (+48) 22 551 
10 00, www.warsaw.lemeridien.com. Open Sunday 
12:30 - 16:30. 155zł (half price for children aged 7-12, under 
7 free) gets as much wine as you can drink and an interna-
tional buffet including oysters and homemade pasta. The 
kids corner has a babysitter, toys, playstation and games.

 Sheraton Hotel C-4, ul. Prusa 2, tel. (+48) 22 450 
67 05, www.sheraton.com.pl. Open Sunday 12:30 - 
16:30. One of the most popular brunch experiences in the 
city. Cost is 165zł (children from 4-12 are half price, under 
4 for free), which gets you unlimited booze and a choice 
of Mediterranean and Asian.Q PTAUXSW

Brunches
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Somehow, the mix works, and this is a something of an oasis 
of opulence on the fringes of Saski Park. QOpen 11:00 - 
24:00, Mon, Sun 12:00 - 24:00. (16-76zł). PTAEXS

 Venezia F-4, ul. Marszałkowska 10/16, tel. (+48) 22 
621 69 73, www.venezia.com.pl. When In Your Pocket 
first landed in Warsaw this place was rated as one of the 
best eats in town. Now it doesn't even make the substitutes 
bench. There's two rooms to choose from, one decorated in 
trattoria style, the other with trashy Venetian murals. It's no 
surprise then that most people wait for summer to choose 
the astro-turfed terrace. To call the menu average would be 
a disservice, but there's just too many superior venues to 
ever make Venezia a serious contender in the ‘where to go' 
stakes.QOpen 12:00 - 23:00, Sun 12:00 - 22:30. (25-99zł). 
TABXSW

 Venti Tre G-5, ul. Belwederska 23 (Hyatt Hotel), tel. 
(+48) 22 558 10 94, www.warsaw.regency.hyatt.com. 
At the risk of sounding like a broken record we'll say once 
more; some of Warsaw's finest meals are to be had in hotel 
restaurants, and the Hyatt's flagship eatery proves no differ-
ent. An open plan kitchen and giant glass windows allow for a 
more informal atmosphere than in other five stars, while the 
wood-fired oven knocks out pizzas that rise well above the 
high street standard.Q Open 06:30-10:30, 12:00-23:00, Sat 
06:30-11:00, 12:00-23:00, Sun 06:30-11:00, 12:30-23:00 
(48-95zł). PTAUIEXS

Japanese
 Akashia E-1, Al. Jana Pawła II 61/204, tel. (+48) 22 636 
67 67, www.akashia.pl. An oriental masterpiece with bon-
sai trees and suchlike scattered around a minimalist interior. 
The Japanese dishes here are great, the Korean ones even 
better; the most authentic in the city according to the Korean 
spy in our employ. If you're dining for two try the traditional 
grill dishes, prepared at your table, and perfectly washed 
down with a glass of plum wine. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00, Sun 
13:00 - 22:00. (45-70zł). PTAUXS

 Besuto C-3, ul. Nowy Świat 28 (pav. 2), tel. (+48) 22 
828 00 20, www.besuto.pl. Hidden among the prefab 
cabins and ramshackle pavilions on Nowy Świat 22 is Be-
suto, a surprising addition to the lines of scabby student 
bars and shops selling spanners. From the outside it looks 
pretty unimpressive, cold green and black colour combos 
doing little to draw the passer-by. The good news is the 
sushi, very decent hot and cold cuts prepared in front of your 
eyes and despatched on boats that circle the bar. Definitely 
worth a visit, and with low prices attached to the results. 
QOpen 12:00 - 22:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 - 23:00. (10-26zł). 
PAGBSW

 Doozo Sushi & Sticks C-4, ul. Bracka 18, tel. (+48) 
22 828 18 19, www.doozo.pl. A split-level temple of 
sushi on what is fast emerging as Warsaw's hippest street. 
The design is stark and urban, while the sushi master 
operating behind the counter is every inch a king of his 
trade.QOpen 12:00 - 22:30, Sun 13:00 - 20:00. (20-60zł). 
PTABXSW

 Go Sushi F-2, ul. Nowy Świat 61, tel. (+48) 22 692 
45 45, www.sushi-go.pl. A diminutive little sushi house 
squeezed in along the café clutter of Nowy Swiat. Easy to 
miss, so keep your eyes peeled for one of the only Jap op-
tions on the tourist trail.QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (19-37zł). 
TAUGSW

 Hana Sushi B-3, ul. Jasna 14/16A, tel. (+48) 22 826 
85 85, www.hanasushi.pl. Long established in the Arkadia 
mall the Hana team are now more accessible than ever fol-
lowing the opening of a new venture downtown. There's no 
doubting the quality here, and while the sushi is up there with 
Warsaw's heavyweights the real pleasure here lies in tasting 
their main courses. Floor-to-ceiling views of Warsaw at work 
compliment a frequently excellent experience. QOpen 12:00 
- 23:00. (35-60zł). PTAUXSW

 Inaba B-4, ul. Nowogrodzka 84/86, tel. (+48) 22 622 
59 55, www.inaba.com.pl. Here's a restaurant that was 
around years before sushi became a fashion statement. 
Japanese owned and run everything about Inaba strives 
for authenticity, and this is one of only three places in town 
that can claim a Japanese master chef calling the shots in 
the kitchen. A pleasantly panelled interior creates a great 
atmosphere and those who want more than just raw fish 
should take a look at the grill dishes: try the duck in teriyaki 
sauce. QOpen 12:00 - 22:00. (20-60zł). PTAXSW

 Izumi Sushi F-4, ul. Mokotowska 17 (enter from pl. Zba-
wiciela), tel. (+48) 22 825 79 50, www.izumisushi.eu. Mark-
ing the final part of Pl. Zbawiciela's regeneration is this work of art, 
where decorations are limited to sleek metals and black woods 
and flavours are fresh and full. Don't just limit yourself to the raw 
fish standards; also on the menu find substantials like duck with 
mango salsa. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (39-67zł). PTAXSW

 Kaya Sushi A-3, ul. Grzybowska 30, tel. (+48) 22 620 
50 25, www.kaya-sushi.pl. Not the most obvious venue 
for a sushi restaurant - underneath a giant block tucked from 
the traffic - but Kaya are known as being a bit of an open 
secret among the sushi grapevine. The fish is great (isn't it 
everywhere in Warsaw nowadays?), so what sets this venue 
apart is a strong line in Korean options that never disappoint. 
QOpen 12:00 - 22:00. (30-90zł). PTAXS

 Kiku Japanese Dining Gallery B-2, ul. Senatorska 17/19, 
tel. (+48) 22 892 09 01, www.kiku.pl. Our advice when coming 
to this typically Japan-in-a-packet decorated place is simple: forget 
the sushi and just ask for the noodle menu. Never before in this city 
have we eaten such fresh, spicy and downright tasty noodles as we 
have at Kiku. At around 25zł a bowl, a portion of noodles here - and 
the seafood ones are best - represents terrific value.QOpen 12:00 
- 23:00, Sun 13:00 - 23:00. (30-60zł). PAGSW

 Mango E-3, ul. Grzybowska 63 (Hotel Hilton), tel. (+48) 22 331 
39 39, www.mango.waw.pl. Attached to the Hilton and owned by 
the same team who brought you Papaya - you just know this place 
is going to be good. And yes it is. A stark black/white interior comes 
interspersed with cool lighting and Jap paintings of crashing waves; 
simple but effective. The menu includes kobe beef, but if you're not 
quite ready to see 250 zloty disappear on a slab of hand massaged 
cow then we suggest a look at the red curry duck. QOpen 12:00 - 
23:00, Sun 12:00 - 22:00. (28-250zł). PAUGSW

ul. Jasna 14/16A, centrum@hanasushi.pl
tel. 22 826 85 85, www.hanasushi.pl

Open: Monday-Sunday from 12.00 to 23.00

NEW RESTAURANT!

SUSHI GO restaurant has:SUSHI     GO

 Rusticoni A-4, ul. Złota 59 (Złote Tarasy), tel. (+48) 22 
222 05 50, www.rusticoni.pl. Formerly found on Wilcza the 
Rusticoni team have moved down to Złote Tarasy, occupying 
a chunk of the sunken courtyard level. Light and bright this 
open plan quick-stop has super lunch deals, while the eye 
candy outside is every bit as tasty as the desserts. Minus 
points for their annoying ad that gets zapped out with tedious 
regularity inside the shopping centre upstairs - could this be 
the most irritating ad in history?QOpen 11:00 - 23:00, Sun 
12:00 - 23:00. (14-42zł). PTAUXS

 St. Antonio B-2, ul. Senatorska 37, tel. (+48) 22 826 
30 08, www.stantonio.pl. Six fresh oysters for 27 zloty. A 
bargain? Not exactly, but this is one of the few places we have 
ever seen said delicacy on sale in Warsaw, so by default a 
smashing deal. You can also try scampi, a perfectly cooked 
duck with apples and oranges, and enjoy it all in something 
of a curious setting; half government building, half museum. 

Not everyone has the pleasure of waking to a five star 
breakfast, so it’s good news that there are early bird 
eating options that go beyond foraging in bins. First 
off, take a look at Żurawia – Café 6/12 (Żurawia 
6/12, open from eight, weekends from ten) is a legend, 
and their breakfasts cover all bases from bagels to 
pancakes to something that isn’t too dissimilar to a 
British breakfast. Down the road and You & Me open 
half an hour later, and also attempt Brit brekkie as 
well as numerous continental options. Not bad, unlike 
your pl. Trzech Krżyży options. There’s always a crowd 
in Szparka and Szpilka but go beyond a croissant 
and you’ll be wishing you hadn’t got out of bed. Head 
instead to Sketch where you’ll find not only all the 
beer in the world, but a great little line in bites like 
spuds and ciabbatas. They’re open from 9am. So too 
are Subway, and with a location on Jerozolimskie 31 
you could do a lot worse. Speaking of fast food, the 
ubiquitous McBreakfast is on sale from 05:30 to 
10:30, at the easiest location to get to, that being the 
one in the underground part of Warszawa Centralna 
railway station. Irish breakfast is available from 9am in 
Bradley’s (from 12:00 at weekends), though for a true 
power breakfast head to either Atrio or 99. Also central 
are Hard Rock Café, and they’re open from ten and 
serve eggs, omlettes and pancakes amid Americana 
and rock gear. Last but not least; EsSence have the 
best breakfast deal of the lot with American, Italian, 
British and Scandinavian choices to name but a few. 
Catch them from 8am. 

Breakfast
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 Sushi 77 E-3, ul. Żelazna 41, tel. (+48) 22 890 18 
11, www.sushi77.com. The number 77 might well refer 
to the number of sushi stops in town - in fact, it says a lot 
about the city that it's now easier to find sushi than it is a 
cabbage. You're guaranteed the real deal in Sushi 77, where 
imaginative sets - try the California rolls - come chopped and 
sliced inside a hyper-stark metallic interior. Even better, they 
deliver across the city. Also at (B-4), ul. Nowogrodzka 38, 
Open 12:00-22:30, (F-4), ul. Polna 48, Open 12:00-22:30, Al. 
KEN 49 (Ursynów), Open 12:00-22:30.QOpen 12:00 - 22:30. 
(29-49zł). PTAGSW

 Sushi Teatr B-3, Pl. Piłsudskiego 9, tel. (+48) 22 
826 47 87, www.sushiteatr.pl. Shock white colour 
schemes, sof t lighting and a designer atmosphere 
inside Warsaw's most exclusive sushi address. In return 
for a small fortune expect beautifully presented dishes 
prepared by a team of master chefs. This is essential 
dining. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00, Sat, Sun 13:00 - 22:30. 
(25-100zł). PAGBS

 Sushi Zushi C-4, ul. Żurawia 6/12, tel. (+48) 22 420 33 
73, www.sushizushi.pl. An itsy sushi cave hoping to cash 
in on the wage slaves squished into the offices above. From 
what we've seen they've every chance. The fish is fresh and 
the chef decent, that's good enough for us. QOpen 12:00 - 
23:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 - 02:00, Sun 13:00 - 22:00. (36-65zł). 
PTAGBSW

 Tokio C-2, ul. Dobra 17, tel. (+48) 22 827 46 32, www.
tokio.info1.pl. Tokio was here long before sushi was stylish 
- twenty years before in fact. Warsaw's first sushi house is 
more than just a pioneer, but a standard bearer, with a repu-
tation across the city for excellence.QOpen 12:00 - 22:00. 
(28-50zł). PAS

 Tomo C-4, ul. Krucza 16/22, tel. (+48) 22 434 23 
44, www.tomo.pl. Many claim you won't find better sushi 
in Warsaw, and who are we to argue with the masses. 
Tomo's reputation is well earned, and as such don't be 
surprised to be knocking elbows with sushi snobs showing 
off deft chopstick moves.QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (45-95zł). 
PTAUGSW

 Yoko Body Sushi & Omise Club ul. Świętokrzyska 
32, tel. (+48) 22 654 52 52, www.yokosushi.pl. Body 
sushi, as you might hazard a guess, involves eating sushi 
off a naked body. Better still, a naked female body. For that 
end head up the stairs and keep an eye for their weekly 
‘body shows' held each Friday at ten. I f ever you needed 
to stand out from Warsaw's gazillion other sushi places, 
this is how to do it. Other times stick to the downstairs 
Yoko restaurant, done up in a kitsch Japanese way with 
pinkish hues, glass ceiling lights and quirky ar twork. 
QOpen 11:00 - 22:00, Sat, Sun 12:00 - 22:00. (30-85zł). 
PAUXS

Jewish
 Pod Samsonem B-1, ul. Freta 3, tel. (+48) 22 831 17 
88, www.podsamsonem.pl. Maybe the Polish food in Israel 
is this bad, though we would hope not. Pod Samsonem benefit 
from a tourist trail location that sees a perpetual stream of 
custom, though stop anyone leaving the door and you'll find 
few pledging to return. Prices are low but so are the stan-
dards, with stone faced service slamming plates of Jewish 
stodge onto wood tables. QOpen 10:00 - 23:00. (15-38zł). 
TAUBXSW

Lebanese
 Le Cedre G-1, Al. Solidarności 61, tel. (+48) 22 
670 11 66, www.lecedre.pl. This engaging den of ex-
oticism has stood the test of time and through the years 
acquired a loyal fan base who swear this to be one of the 
most authentic Eastern exports to be found this side of 
Lebanon. Kick off with a selection of starters, and don't 
dare overlook the Harissa - spicy tomato paste served 
with freshly baked triangles of pitta. With the snacking 
over sharpen your jaws to do battle with their skewered 
meats, before wrapping up the night with a scented hookah 
pipe. Most recently the interiors have been treated to a 
top-to-bottom makeover, with the overall effect not unlike 
entering a luxurious Bedouin tent, complete with lanterns, 
sofas and silky drapes. QOpen 11:00 - 23:00. (32 - 59zł). 
PTAXSW

 Samira F-4, Al. Niepodlegołości 213, tel. (+48) 22 825 
09 61, www.samira.pl. Bargain hunters rejoice. Half grocery 
store, half restaurant, Samira is a cheapie classic set down 
a ropey looking alleyway. Explorers will find their efforts im-
mediately rewarded by superb Lebanese dishes served at 
moderate prices.QOpen 10:00 - 21:00, Sun 12:00 - 18:00. 
(15-60zł). AUGBS

Mediterranean
 Boathouse H-3, ul. Wał Miedzeszyński 389a, tel. (+48) 
22 616 32 23, www.boathouse.pl. Ever met anyone whose 
had a bad time here? We haven't either. This is the original 
expat haunt, and one deserving of every accolade sent its 
way. The menu changes with the season, and includes some 
quality New Zealand lamb, though the real clincher here is the 
garden. Actually it's more of a park, and the riverside views 
are fantastic for sunset Sunday dining.QOpen 12:00 - 23:00, 
Sun 12:00 - 22:00. (58-119zł). PTAXSW

 Nippon-Kan B-4, ul. Nowogrodzka 47a, tel. (+48) 22 
585 10 28, www.nipponkan.info1.pl. When Nippon Kan 
opened - crikey knows how long ago - their claim to fame was 
the longest sushi roll bar in Europe. If that's still the case is 
open to debate, what isn't are standards which have remained 
consistent and laudable since day dot. The interiors are 
sterile and spacey, but that's no reason to swerve sushi this 
decent.QOpen 12:00 - 22:00. (25-70zł). PTAUXS

 Oto! Sushi F-3, ul. Nowy Świat 46, tel. (+48) 22 828 00 
88, www.oto-sushi.pl. Warsaw's last bastion resisting sushi 
has been breached; Nowy Swiat has given in and put out, 
with Oto staking a claim as the place for raw fish on Warsaw's 
primary high street. You have to ask if the city can cope with 
so much Japanese choice, but the answer is affirmative if 
they can all strive for the same level as Oto.QOpen 12:00 - 
23:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 - 24:00. (20-60zł). PTAGSW

 Rakusu A-1, ul. Stawki 3, tel. (+48) 22 635 86 67, www.
groty-rakusu.pl. Standing out from the crowd has become 
imperative in the Warsaw sushi world. In the case of Yoko Body 
Sushi they've gone for nudity. In the case of Rakusu, they've 
opted to add a spa and salt cave to their enterprise. Excellent 
thinking. ‘Mind and body be free', this place seems to say, and 
indeed eating here is a pleasure, with expert sushi in a soothing 
environment. QOpen 12:00 - 22:00. (20-51zł). PAGSW

 Sakana B-2, ul. Moliera 4/6, tel. (+48) 22 826 59 58, 
www.sakana.pl. Warsaw's best sushi, so some say. The 
food floats by on small wooden boats while the small interior 
is brightened by bamboo bits and bobs, hand-crafted pottery 
and kimono suited staff. Frequently packed, so expect to eat 
shoulder to shoulder with other sushi afficionados. Also at (C-
2), ul. Bednarska 28/30 and Burakowska 5/7. QOpen 12:00 
- 23:00, Sun 13:00 - 22:00. (15-80zł). PTAUGBS

ul. Grzybowska 63
00-884 Warsaw
tel. 022 331 39 39
www.mango.waw.pl
mango@mango.waw.pl

THAI CUISINE, LUNCH FROM 25ZŁ, MEE GORENG, TUNA STEAK, SUSHI

PARKING AT THE HOTEL - THE FIRST 2 HOURS FREE!*
*IF THE BILL COMES TO MORE THAN 70ZL PER PERSON

OPEN:
Mon - Sat 12.00 - 23.00
Sun 12.00 - 22.00
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Mongolian
 Cesarski Pałac (Tsinghis Chan) B-2, ul. Senatorska 
27, tel. (+48) 22 827 97 07, www.cesarski-palac.com.
pl. A basement grill where diners line up at food stations, pile 
ingredients into a bowl before handing it over for a Mongolian 
chef to cook - either in a wok or on a Hibachi grill. There's 
plenty to choose from, and in the best traditions of East Asian 
cooking the cuts of meat are lean, mean with not a slither of 
fat to be seen. Perhaps that's why it's rare to spot a Polish 
diner. Forty five zloty gets you all you can eat, which sounds 
a pretty fair deal to us.QOpen 12:00 - 23:00, Sat 12:30 - 
23:00, Sun 12:30 - 22:00. (29-65zł). PTAUXSW

Nuevo Latino
 Conquistador C-3, ul. Nowy Świat 64, tel. (+48) 22 826 52 
84, www.conquistador.pl. An unassuming entrance fools the 
passer-by into thinking this place is smaller than it is. Think again. 
Enter and find a smart three level restaurant with white-shirted 
staff and an unmistakable air of exclusivity - perfect for cocktail 
berks. The menu is Latin inspired, and pretty daring in its choice 
- fancy something different? Then sink your gnashers into a croco-
dile.QOpen 09:00 - 24:00. (37-87zł). PTAEBXSW

Polish
 Ale Gloria C-4, Pl. Trzech Krzyży 3, tel. (+48) 22 584 70 
80, www.alegloria.pl. The work of celebrity restaurateur Magda 
Gessler, Ale Gloria features a surreal strawberry theme and a 
series of basement rooms that are little less than hallucinogenic; 
check out the white geese. The menu is modern Polish with dishes 
like pink duck breast with spicy strawberry salad or wild boar in 
Bombay gin and honey sauce. A darling of the local press columns. 
QOpen 11:00 - 23:00. (46-89zł). PTAUXSW

 Belvedere G-5, ul. Agrykoli 1 (New Orangery in 
Łazienki Park (enter from ul. Parkowa), tel. (+48) 22 
558 67 00, www.belvedere.com.pl. Even if the food were 
inferior Belvedere would still coin it in. The setting inside an 
orangery in Lazienki Park is excellent, and it's not rare to 
find peacocks strutting outside with plumage on show. But 
the food is by no means second fiddle, and the menu here 
is as upmarket as Polish cuisine gets. We doubt you'll find 
roasted quail on foie gras on a bed of rhubarb on too many 
Warsaw menus, for example. Even the pierogi are more 
noble than elsewhere. It costs a fortune of course, and at 
times the staff can be quite snooty.QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. 
(49-92zł). TABXS

 Ceprownia B-2, ul. Krakowskie Przedmieście 7, 
tel. (+48) 22 828 28 84, www.ceprownia.com.pl. 
Zakopane arrives to your doorstep in this thumb-sized 
mountain themed karczma. This is log-cutters heaven, with 
so much timber incorporated in the design that it comes 
as a surprise that there's any trees left in Poland. Diners, 
many of them the product of the university opposite, 
pack onto benches to sample sizzling treats that leave 
absolutely no gap for seconds. QOpen 10:00 - 22:00. 
(15-45zł). ABXS

 Chłopskie Jadło B-2, ul. Wierzbowa 9/11, tel. (+48) 
22 827 03 51, www.chlopskiejadlo.pl. Think of this as 
Chłopskie Jadło Part II. This is essentially a carbon copy of 
their venture on the other side of town, with the same menu, 
same design, same everything. QOpen 12:00 - 24:00. (13-
60zł). PTAUXS

 Chłopskie Jadło F-4, Pl. Konstytucji 1, tel. (+48) 
22 339 17 17, www.chlopskiejadlo.pl. Another na-
tionwide chain enterprise, this one with jars of pickles 

 La Cantina C-3, ul. Nowy Świat 64, tel. (+48) 22 331 
67 98, www.lacantina.pl. An attractive split-level space 
with exposed brickwork and an open grill catching the eye. 
It looks good, but the best news of all is the food. What had 
acquired a reputation as one of the most incapable kitchens 
in the city has gone some way to repairing the damage, with 
decent Italian inspired bites.QOpen 11:00 - 24:00. (27-
110zł). PTAEXSW

Middle Eastern
 Sheesha Lounge B-3, ul. Sienkiewicza 3, tel. (+48) 
22 828 25 25, www.sheesha.pl. Already established 
as one of Warsaw's most exotic nightspots Sheesha are 
beginning to lure the pre-drinks crowd on account of a strong 
menu bursting with eastern promise. Kick your meal off with 
falafel or tabolleuh, before hitting main courses like chicken 
biriyani or the sweet and sour chicken. As night marches on 
find Warsaw's movers and shakers dancing between the 
ottomans and hookah pipes. QOpen 16:00 - 02:00, Fri, Sat 
16:00 - 04:00. (27-42zł). PAES

 Sphinx C-4, Al. Jerozolimskie 42, tel. (+48) 22 826 
07 50, www.sphinx.pl. The menu here is endless, though 
pretty much all the promised eastern dishes transpire to 
be endless combinations of shredded meat, cabbage and 
carrots - every bit as appealing as it sounds. The Egyptian 
authenticity is confirmed by the presence of pizza, plastic 
trees and a menu designed by some bloke called Tom Maltom. 
QOpen 11:00 - 23:00. (19-48zł). PTAXS

and strings of hams decorating a charmingly primitive 
interior filled with wooden chests and rusty saws. The 
menu is meat and potatoes farmers fare with portions 
coming in giant servings; this is a carnival of calories 
that may leave some guests needing to be rolled home 
in a wheelbarrow. Start with local soups dished up inside 
a loaf of bread before loosening the belt and working 
through homemade dumplings, lard and sausages, served 
by staff who look like they've just finished milking cows. 
A winning intro to Polish food. QOpen 12:00 - 24:00. 
(15-60zł). PTAUBXS

 Delicja Polska F-2, Krakowskie Przedmieście 45, tel. 
(+48) 22 826 47 70, www.delicjapolska.pl. One of the 
top eats around, set to a swish country manor background 
of chintz, flowers and candles. Enjoy duck with apples and 
cranberry sauce while aproned staff cater to your whim and 
fancy in what is set to be one of the premier dining experi-
ences on the royal route.QOpen 12:00 - 24:00. (32-69zł). 
PTAXSW

 Dom Polski H-3, ul. Francuska 11, tel. (+48) 22 
616 24 32, www.restauracjadompolski.pl. Much 
ink has been spil t over the vir tues of Dom Polski, 
some of i t in these pages, but there is no getting away 
from the fact that this is a good restaurant. Found in 
a discreet villa on Warsaw's millionaires' row you can 
expect Rolls Royce service from the minute you walk 
in. The food is equall y good, chosen from a menu which 
is merci full y shor t, wi th just a couple of star ters and 
several main courses to choose from; how i t should be, 
in other words. We went for the żurek followed by the 
potato pancakes wi th smoked salmon and red caviar, 
and couldn't faul t a thing.QOpen 12:00 - 23:30. (29-
98zł). PTAXS

NIGHT CLUB WITH GEISHA GIRLS!

THE BEST BODY SUSHI SHOW 
IN POLAND!

EVERY FRIDAY AT 22.00

THE ONLY ONE 
IN POLAND! Japanese Restaurant

Open every day:
10:00-22:00

Omise Club
22:00-4.00

Świętokrzyska 32 St.
Warszawa

tel. +48 22 654 52 52
www.yokosushi.pl 

www.inyourpocket.com
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to buckle down and try and force a roasted piglet down your 
throat. It might be a trek from downtown Warsaw but that's 
had little effect on their popularity, a clear indication of the 
excellence you can expect. QOpen 12:00 - 22:00. (22-49zł). 
TAUEBXSW

 Gospoda Kwiaty Polskie B-2, ul. Wąski Dunaj 4/6/8, 
tel. (+48) 22 887 65 20, www.gospodakwiatypolskie.
pl. Within a heartbeat of the Rynek Gospoda Kwiaty Polskie 
serves up cracking Polish country cooking inside an interior 
that blossoms with folk art and ceramics. Primary school 
paintings of happy sunflowers adorn every available space 
and diners seem happy to sacrifice the formality of nearby 
restaurants in return for big portions of bargain Polski classics. 
QOpen 11:00 - 23:00. (18-72zł). PTAGS

 Halka Restauracja po Polsku E-3, ul. Pańska 85, tel. 
(+48) 22 652 81 02, www.restauracjahalka.pl. Named 
after one of Poland's best loved operas Halka takes its name 
seriously; interiors here have been painstakingly designed to 
mimic a 19th century country manor, a clear nod to Stanislaw 
Moniuszko's popular script. Dripping with elegance and lordly 
touches this is upmarket Polish food at its best with dishes 
that start with the likes of wild pig loin marinated in juniper, 
and military pea soup, and lead on to duck served with 
cherry stuffed apples. Quite special. QOpen 11:00 - 23:00. 
(28-48zł). PTAUEBXSW

 Honoratka B-2, ul. Miodowa 14 (entrance from ul. 
Podwale 11), tel. (+48) 22 635 03 97, www.honoratka.
com.pl. Operating as Honoratka since 1826 this is very 
much a place where you breathe in the history of centuries 
past - Chopin used to dine here. Split into five vaulted cellars 
the menu that arrives to your table reads like a 15th century 
banquet. Mugs of mead go alongside dishes like roast boar 

in juniper sauce, while the meal for two is an assembly of 
every meat to have ever been hunted. The garden, set in 
the grounds of a former castle, is the perfect after-thought 
following a day exploring the nearby old town. QOpen 12:00 
- 23:00. (23-45zł). PTABXS

 Krokodyl B-2, Rynek Starego Miasta 21, tel. (+48) 22 
635 15 15, www.krokodyl.com. Open only by prior arrange-
ment Krokodyl is a venture just typical of Magda Gessler, with 
elegant and extravagant interiors including an 18th century 
chandelier and the kind of design touches that have guests coo-
ing and aahing. There's a medley of chambers to choose from, 
each one as impressive as the last. The name, incidentally, is 
inspired by the stuffed croc donated to the restaurant by Fidel 
Castro.QOpen by prior agreement. PTAIEXW

 Maska (The Mask) H-3, ul. Obrońców 12a, tel. (+48) 
22 616 11 19. Famous for its connections to the theatre 
world Maska fills with local embassy workers, so an ideal spot 
to eavesdrop on political intrigues. Flowers, candles and stage 
masks decorate a wood cut interior, and it's a multi-lingual babble 
that drowns out the jazz sounds played in the background. The 
food is certainly not gourmet, but it is a highly recommended 
calorie hit with the best pierogi this side of the river. QOpen 
10:00 - 23:00, Sat, Sun 11:00 - 23:00. (27-45zł). TAEXS

 Nowa La Boheme B-2, Pl. Teatralny 3, tel. (+48) 22 
692 06 81, www.laboheme.com.pl. A swish, upmarket in-
terior of pastel yellow and marble is complemented by a menu 
featuring good looking Polish dishes served with a nouvelle 
twist. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (39-79zł). PTAEXSW

 Oberża Pod Czerwonym Wieprzem (Under the 
Red Hog) E-2, ul. Żelazna 68, tel. (+48) 22 850 31 
44, www.czerwonywieprz.pl. The story here's a good 

 Folk Gospoda E-2, ul. Waliców 13, tel. (+48) 22 890 
16 05, www.folkgospoda.pl. Boys and girls wearing peas-
ant attire present fortifying portions of Polish food inside a 
rugged interior featuring all the requisite stout furnishings 
and ceramic pots. Live music gets the party started and 
your options include local classics such as pigs knuckle with 
cognac pepper sauce.QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (19-59zł). 
PTYAUEXS

 Galeon G-6, ul. Huculska 1, tel. (+48) 22 558 01 80, 
www.galeon.waw.pl. Another seafaring venture, this one 
decked out like a Spanish galleon, complete with fishing nets 
hanging off the ceiling and a model ship bursting from behind 
the bar. But there's more to this place than seafood, and the 
Polish menu merits attention of its own. Try out signature 
Polski dishes like pierogi and pork knuckle. QOpen 12:00 - 
23:00. (25-79zł). PTAEBXSW

 Gar B-3, ul. Jasna 10, tel. (+48) 22 828 26 05, www.
restauracjagar.pl. A rather posh looking venture with a 
silvery, perfect for winter interior and some Laura Ashley 
frilly, floral touches; it looks smashing. The culinary concept 
is simple enough, traditional recipes served in big steaming 
pots: that means casseroles, French bean stews and Poland's 
own signature dish, gołąbki, stuffed cabbage leave to you and 
me. You won't leave hungry and you won't leave with much 
change for that matter either. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. Closed 
Sun. (42-84zł). PTYAUBXS

 Gościniec Kołomyja ul. Od Lasu 23, Konstancin-
Jeziorna, tel. (+48) 22 754 05 94, www.kolomyja.pl. 
Unless you're jammy enough to live in one of those posh big 
houses in Konstancin Jezioma the chances are you've never 
head of Gościniec Kołomyja. Set inside a timber inn this place 
is all wood-fires and local handicrafts, and just the kind of spot 

‘un. In 2006 workers uncovered a secret underground eatery 
frequented by all the communist bad boys you'd ever think of; 
Mao, Lenin, Castro and Brezhnev to name a few. Unearthed 
were a stack of medals, manuscripts, menus and uniforms. 
This being capitalist Poland a plan was hatched to make a 
mint from resurrecting the restaurant and opening it to all. 
That's the story anyhow. It's actually claptrap, designed to 
fool tourists and the occasional half-witted magazine. Still, 
this place forms an intrinsic part of any commie inspired 
tour you may be doing of Warsaw, and a jolly good place to 
dine on Tito Boar, Activist's Lard and Fidel's Cigars. In the 
background lots of sashes, portraits and pretty young girls 
dressed for a May Day parade.QOpen 12:00 - 24:00. (26-
55zł). PTAUXSW

 Pierogi na Bednarskiej C-2, ul. Bednarska 28/30, tel. 
(+48) 22 828 03 92, www.pierogarnianabednarskiej.
pl. Hidden down ul. Bednarska this modest spot is a budget 
treasure. Subsidized by a nearby monastery they specialize 
in homemade pierogi filled with cheese, as well as more mav-
erick fruit fillings.QOpen 12:00 - 20:00. (13-22zł). TGS

 Polka, Magda Gessler po prostu B-2, ul. Świętojańska 
2, tel. (+48) 22 635 35 35, www.restauracjapolka.pl. No 
other restaurateur dominates the Warsaw scene like Magda 
Gessler, and Polka is her latest offering to Warsaw's growing 
band of gastronauts. Like her other ventures Polka has a 
fairytale design that makes use of floral prints and country 
clutter, and the interiors here are a fancy muddle of frou frou 
chambers. But it's with good food that the name Gessler is 
most commonly associated with, and here there's plenty of 
that to choose from. Find your usual assortment of Polish 
delicacies, made using the finest locally sourced produce. In 
added boon the prices are kind on the eye as well.QOpen 
12:00 - 23:00. (18-67zł). PTAXSW
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New Polish Cuisine

TRZECH KRZYŻY SQR., TEL. 22 584 70 80, www.alegloria.pl

 Polskie Jadło C-4, Al. Jerozolimskie 30, tel. (+48) 22 826 
03 89, www.polskiejadlo.com.pl. Any restaurant that opens 
on Christmas Day wins our respect, but this place is so much 
more than just an emergency spot for lads who've cremated the 
festive turkey. Kitted out with kitchen cupboards and hanging 
antlers this is every inch your village-style experience, and it's well 
worth exploring to find the hall which suits your needs. The menu 
is straight down the line, no kidding about, Polish rural excellence; 
check out specialties like grilled mountain cheese (strictly an 
acquired taste), before setting about belt buckling servings of 
lamb. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (15-75zł). PTAUEXSW

 Radio Café B-4, ul. Nowogrodzka 56, tel. (+48) 22 625 
27 84, www.radiocafe.pl. This place is part of Warsaw his-
tory, with shadowy connections to the underground broadcasts 
of Radio Free Europe. Photos, caricatures and press cuttings 
line the walls, attesting to Radio Cafes place in folklore, and 
it's a popular place for a slightly older crowd to smoke and dine 
on typically Polish and European dishes. It's by no means pro-
gressive, but then that's part of the attraction.QOpen 07:30 
- 23:00, Sat, Sun 10:00 - 23:00. (24-39zł). AUBXS

 Różana Restauracja Polska G-5, ul. Chocimska 7, 
tel. (+48) 22 848 12 25, www.restauracjatradycja.
com.pl. A two floor pre-war villa full of chichi touches, flowers 
and crockery. Very pretty, but you'll soon learn they attract 
return custom on account of the cooking, not the interiors. 
The setting might look high end but the prices are certainly 
not, and you'll find Różana recognized across the city as one 
of the best dinner deals around. The veal liver with onions 
and cherry sauce is divine.QOpen 12:00 - 01:00. (36-62zł). 
PTAEBXS

NEW

 Rozmaryn ul. Hanki Czaki 2 (Żoliborż), tel. (+48) 22 832 
16 79, www.cafe-rozmaryn.pl. Following the ‘Staropolski’ 
theme Rozmaryn is all wood barrels and brass pots, and 
precisely the sort of restaurant you’d come across in the 
back ends of Poland. The food is heavy and hearty, and just 
what’s necessary to ward off a biting wind; get stuck into the 
traditional bigos for a real local experience.QOpen 10:00 - 
22:00, Sat, Sun 12:00 - 22:00. (16-54zł). PTAXSW

 Salonik Warszawski B-4, ul. Nowogrodzka 40(entrance 
from ul.Poznańska), tel. (+48) 22 629 58 20, www.saloni-
kwarszawski.pl. Accessed via a red carpet Salonik has an 
understated pre-war elegance, with scarlet seating and framed 
pictures hanging on crisp white walls. The menu is suitably Pol-
ish in spirit, with a lovely duck served with cherry and cranberry 
sauce. QOpen 10:00 - 22:00. (27-35zł). PTAEXSW

 Sarmacja A-1, ul. Stawki 2, tel. (+48) 22 860 62 96, 
www.restauracjasarmacja.pl. There's finally a reason to 
visit Warsaw's ugliest skyscraper and that's Sarmacja, a Pol-
ish dining room filled out like a mountain cabin: lots of timber 
beams, handicrafts and paintings of moustached nobility. 
The foods well up to scratch as well, with lots of hefty dishes 
cooked in the traditional way.QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (30-48zł). 
PTAUEXS

NEW

 Stary Dom G-6, ul. Puławska 104/106, tel. (+48) 22 
646 42 08, www.starydom.info. A huge history this place, 
and a bit of a legend in the 50s when it was frequented by 
jockeys and race fans. Today it looks positively imperial, with 
a cavernous roof supported by timber beams, and a design 
that looks every inch to the manor born. The menu includes 
chilled Lithuanian red beetroot soup, as well as considerable 
mains such as ribs served on an oak platter. QOpen 12:00 - 
23:30. (31-49zł). PTAUXSW

 Tradycja Restauracja Polska G-5, ul. Belweder-
ska 18a, tel. (+48) 22 840 09 01, www.restaurac-
jatradycja.pl. Sister restaurant of Różana Restauracja 
Polska and you'll find pretty much the same deal in 
operation; superb Polish food prepared with flair and 
served by first class staff. Set inside a fully restored 
villa this place is the embodiment of romance, especially 
the moment the weather heats up and the garden gets 
opened. The fillet of pike perch comes accompanied by 
a delicious leek sauce, and in spite of all the frills and 
chinaware the prices are nowhere near as prohibi tive 
as one would imagine. QOpen 12:00 - 01:00. (36-62zł). 
PTAEBXSW

 U Fukiera B-2, Rynek Starego Miasta 27, tel. (+48) 22 
831 10 13, www.ufukiera.pl. The most famous restau-
rant in town with a guestbook that speaks for itself; Naomi 
Campbell, Henry Kissinger and Sarah Ferguson are a few of 
the names who've taken a seat here. The interior is a work 
of art, crowded with paintings and antiques, it's hard not to 
feel a part of history when dining here. The food is the perfect 
indulgence with perfectly presented game dishes. Your bill is 
a different matter, and may present a double Dutch situation. 
QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (41-105zł). PJAXS

 U Kucharzy B-2, ul. Ossolińskich 7, tel. (+48) 22 826 
79 36, www.gessler.pl. Cooking becomes theatre inside U 
Kucharzy, a restaurant where chefs toil next to diners inside 
what once served as the kitchen of the Europejski Hotel. Black 
and white tiles, hams hanging from ceilings and florid-faced 
chefs cursing over the din; eating here is like being on the set 
of Ramsey's Kitchen Nightmares. The food is no nightmare, 
however, rather a collection of top priced game dishes and 
other posh alternatives. QOpen 12:00 - 24:00. (29-72zł). 
TAEXS

 Zapiecek C-4, Al. Jerozolimskie 28, tel. (+48) 22 
826 74 84, www.zapiecek.eu. Packed through all 
hours this pierogi ki tchen assumes the ‘Grandmothers 
country cottage' look, with pots and pans hanging from 
every shelf, and lots of hard timber touches. Much talked 
about, their deliciously light dough pockets come with 
all the fillings you can imagine. I f you don't fancy a si t 
down then check their street-level take away window 
for lunch-on-the-run. QOpen 10:00 - 23:00. (14-25zł). 
PAGBS

Seafood
 Osteria F-3, ul. Koszykowa 54, tel. (+48) 22 601 
24 34 66, www.osteria.pl. Some of the best seafood 
in Warsaw, with a menu featuring fresh oysters, Spanish 
mussels and some very good octopus. The modern in-
terior includes hardwood and porthole finishes, as well 
as aquariums from which African fish look on in alarm as 
their colleagues meet a sticky end in the open kitchen.
QOpen 12:00 - 23:00, Sun 14:00 - 22:00. (59-235zł). 
PTAXSW

 Strefa Gourmet C-4, Pl. Trzech Krzyży 3, tel. 
(+48) 22 584 71 01, www.strefagourmet.pl. The 
interior, f il led wi th mirrors, glass and black finishes, 
will take the breath away, and must surel y stand ou t 
as one of the most extravagant décors to be found 
in Poland. Pop the big question here and we guaran-
tee the answer wil l be yes. On the menu premium 
Japan ese an d Russian d ish es,  in c lu din g oys ters 
and hand-massaged Kobe beef. Take advantage of 
the luxurious sofas in the glass-topped foyer for an 
af ter-meal whisk y. QOpen 09:00 - 23:00. (26-176 
zł). PTAXSW

Our restaurants in Warsaw:

Old Town: 13 åwiÍtojaÒska St., Tel. 0 22 635 61 09
 1 Freta St., Tel. 0 22 831 61 90
City Centre: 28 Al. Jerozolimskie St., Tel. 0 22 826 74 84
Kabaty District: 1 WaÒkowicza St., Tel. 0 22 649 41 52

www.zapiecek.eu

it couldn't taste better
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Spanish
 Tapa y Toro A-4, ul. Złota 59 (Złote Tarasy), tel. (+48) 
22 222 01 20, www.tapaytoro.pl. A smart spot decorated 
sparingly with wood finishes and cream flourishes. Situated 
on the ground floor of Zlote Tarasy these guys never seem 
short on overspill custom, though all the signs seem to 
suggest they'd fare well wherever their location. Mars, even. 
Tapas are excellent here, and fresh fish are served from 
Thursday through to Sunday.QOpen 10:00 - 24:00. (29-70zł). 
PTAUXSW

Tex-Mex
 Blue Cactus ul. Zajączkowska 11 (Mokotów), tel. 
(+48) 22 851 23 23, www.bluecactus.pl. We’ve liked 
Blue Cactus from Day One, and we like it just as much now. 
While other expat legends die, and others get better, Blue 
Cactus have remained solidly reliable throughout. You can 

always guarantee decent food, with our tip being to arrive mob 
handed, forego the mains and just order all the appetisers on 
the menu - the portions are huge - before proceeding to eat 
tapas style with margaritas for company. Approaching sum-
mer brings with it the opening of one of the better outdoor 
beer decks in town, as well.QOpen 08:00 - 23:00, Sat 09:00 
- 23:00, Sun 12:00 - 22:00. (32-75zł). PTAXSW

 El Popo B-2, ul. Senatorska 27, tel. (+48) 22 827 23 
40, www.kregliccy.pl. Singing parrots and serenading 
Spaniards; El Popo sure now how to add the dynamite to 
dining. Having suffered something of an identity crisis not 
long back El Popo have emerged stronger for the experience, 
serving sizzling fajitas matched with sharp, spicy peppers. 
Always busy, and for good reason too.QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. 
(29-62zł). PTAEBXSW

 Frida B-4, ul. Emili Plater 49 (InterContinental Hotel), 
tel. (+48) 22 328 87 30, www.warsaw.intercontinental.
com. Some of Warsaw’s best restaurants are found inside 
hotels, and the Inter-Continental’s Frida falls into that cat-
egory. A genuine Mexican menu - not your standard choice 
of burritos - cooked by Mexican natives inside an interior of 
warm fabrics and potted plants. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00, Sat, 
Sun 17:30 - 23:00. (60-290zł). PTAUXSW

 The Mexican C-3, ul. Foksal 10, tel. (+48) 22 826 90 
21, www.mexican.pl. Unclog your system and get your guts 
gargling by attending The Mexican, a venue with shocking 
burritos that come served under a slurry of cabbage and florid 
sauce. What a shame - centered around an adobe courtyard 
you won’t find a finer looking Mexican restaurant in town. If 
only they focused half as much attention on the food.QOpen 
11:00 - 23:30, Fri, Sat 11:00 - 24:30. (25-50zł). TAES

 Warsaw Tortilla Factory F-3, ul. Wilcza 46, tel. (+48) 
22 621 86 22, www.warsawtortillafactory.pl. You will 
not find a better burrito in Poland, and the range of salsas 
will have your temperature going into orbit - order the mango 
habanero sauce to know what it’s like to eat a firework. The 
platters are recommended for groups wanting to dip and dive 
into a selection of Tex-Mex goodies, and the red-shirted staff 
are more than capable of fixing margaritas that leave you 
with brain damage. A firm editorial favourite, and not just for 
food - this is turning into one of the better live music venues 
in Warsaw, with the acoustic sounds of Lindsay Martell fre-
quently thrilling a whooping crowd. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00, Fri, 
Sat 12:00 - 24:00. (29-79zł). PTAEXSW

Thai
 Kwai B-4, ul. Marszałkowska 64, tel. (+48) 22 621 
21 81, www.kwai.pl. A great space with sunny views of 
Marszałkowska, and an open, airy atmosphere accentuated 

by the choice of simple white and brown colours. Oriental 
keepsakes handpicked from designer stores create enough 
visual diversions to keep the interiors alive, while Warsaw’s 
best photograph - three Asian police goons - keeps a vigilant 
eye on diners. More often than not guests will be met by the 
two South Korean sisters behind this venture, and they’ll guide 
you through a menu that combines the very best of Korea 
and Thailand. If they’re not on hand with their own personal 
recommendations we recommend starting with Moo Manao 
- pork tenderloin served with lime and chili sauce - before 
ordering Tan Ori; duck breast in ginger and orange sauce. 
QOpen 12:00 - 22:30, Sat, Sun 13:00 - 22:30. (31-79zł). 
PTAXSW

 Lemongrass C-4, Al. Ujazdowskie 8, tel. (+48) 22 696 
33 00, www.lemongrass.waw.pl. The first thing you’ll 
notice about this place is its sheer size - you could sink a 
small ship in here and still have room for a carnival. However 
the space has been cleverly split up, and by the time word 
spreads it’s safe to assume there won’t be too many empty 
seats. The design is sleek and modern with aquariums un-
derneath the bar, the scent of lemongrass throughout and 
the clever use of green and blue back-lit glass to add to the 
mood. Heading the team in the kitchen is Sanad Changpuen, 
a veteran of the Sheraton’s Oriental restaurant, and he’s as-
sembled a menu that brings you the best in creative Asian 
cooking. Choose from a vast array of goodies, from red curry 
duck to Mongolian rib eye beef. To sample everything would 
take a year of repeat visits, but we’re going to do our best on 
that front. Sunday brunch now also available. QOpen 12:00 - 
23:00, Sun 12:00 - 16:00. (35-70zl). PTAUEGSW

 Sapaya F-5, ul. Madalińskiego 38/40, tel. (+48) 22 646 
92 15, www.sapaya.pl. If you like your Asian recipes cheap 
and not especially tasty then you might want to check out 

Sapaya, a budget eatery with Kermit colours and a minimal 
look. The choices isn’t too bad, and there’s nothing wrong 
with the prices, but you can’t help but wonder where all the 
flavours have disappeared. QOpen 10:00 - 22:00, Sun 10:00 
- 21:00. (13-40zł). PAUEGBSW

 Suparom Thai Food G-4, ul. Marszałkowska 45/49, 
tel. (+48) 22 627 18 88, www.suparomthaifood.pl. A 
recommended and long standing Thai option serving fiery 
curries inside a two level restaurant. Eating in the pagoda 
style interior can be a real sensory pleasure, though the zen 
calm is occasionally disrupted by clutzy service and kitchen 
quarrels.QOpen 11:00 - 23:00. (28-57zł). PAGSW

Turkish
 Efes H-2, ul. Francuska 1, tel. (+48) 22 616 25 80. 
Head to the suburb of the rich and powerful to track down 
Poland’s premier kebab. Either join the queue at the takeaway 
window, or practice patience inside as you wait for a table to 
be vacated; there is no such thing as quiet hour here, which 
speaks volumes for the quality you can expect. This is the 
Warsaw kebab experience reinvented. QOpen 10:00 - 20:00. 
(12-28zł). PTAGS

 Lokanta B-4, ul. Nowogrodzka 47/49, tel. (+48) 22 
585 10 04, www.lokanta.home.pl. Turkish food was 
never going to sweep Warsaw as the latest culinary fad, so 
it’s no surprise that Lokanta have steadfastly remained the 
only real Turkish representative in the city. Not that this lack 
of competition has seen the kitchen suffer. Food is cooked 
in traditional charcoal grills and wood-fired ovens, and the 
interior is a comfortable ensemble of cushioned corners and 
timber frames.QOpen 08:00 - 23:00, Sat, Sun 11:00 - 23:00. 
(15-42zł). PTAUXSW

Corner Słowackiego & Ks.Popiełuszki St. (entrance from Slowackiego St.)
Open: 10-22; sat, sun: 12-22

www.cafe-rozmaryn.pl, kafed@cafe-rozmaryn.pl, tel/fax 022 833-21-84

Delicious dishes, business lunch-16 zł. Polish Cuisine

In the very heart of Żoliborz close to the Metro 

Marymont station. We cordially invite You.

Restaurant, 

Tapa y Toro, in the Złote Tarasy complex  

 

regional Spanish dishes, served up by  

our head chef, a native of Spain. 

Treat yourself to his authentic tapas,  

 

and delicious desserts. 

Come and enjoy the Spanish atmosphere…

Złote Tarasy  level: -1,  tel. +48 22 222 01 20
www.tapaytoro.pl
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CAFÉSCAFÉS

 Café Bristol C-2, ul. Krakowskie Przedmieście 42/44 
(Le Méridien Bristol), tel. (+48) 22 551 18 28, www.
warsaw.lemeridien.com/warsaw. Join the upper echelons 
of society in this premium priced cafe. The chequered swing 
era decor wouldn’t be out of place in The Great Gatsby, and 
comes complete with pretty waitresses ferrying coffee and 
pastries to rich Americans. QOpen 08:00 - 20:00, Sat, Sun 
09:00 - 20:00. PTAXSW

NEW

 Cafe Columbia ul. Mokotowska 52, www.cafecolom-
bia.eu. A bright, colourful café with a location that’s the envy 
of many. There’s ulterior reasons to visit, and that’s snacks 
and coffee Colombia-style, as well as wine and beer from 
October onwards. The first location looks like the bread-
winner, but don’t forget their second spot on Mokotowska 
52. It’s here you’ll find a great little gallery filled with cheery 
pots and baskets straight from South America.

 Cafe Próżna B-3, ul. Próżna 12, tel. (+48) 22 620 32 57, 
www.cafeprozna.pl. Making a stir with Warsaw’s intellectuals 
this month is Cafe Prozna, a cracking cafe set inside a shattered 
building that looks ready to keel over. You’ll be lucky to find a 
seat inside this narrow venue, even more so if there’s a lecture 
or reading going on. Decorated with pre-war photographs 
Prozna comes with a pile of well-thumbed history books in 
the entrance, tiny tea candles and a basement level to soak 
up any overflow of custom. The only disappointment here are 
the smoothies; nowhere near as good as the venue deserves. 
QOpen 10:00 - 23:00, Fri, Sat 10:00 - 24:00. PGBSW

 Chłodna 25 E-2, ul. Żelazna 75a (entrance from ul. 
Chłodna 25), tel. (+48) 22 620 24 13. The unofficial home 
of Warsaw counter-culture, and something of a community 

centre for wacko art types; they’re all here, from expat hacks 
typing up tomorrow’s copy, to drama queers committing 
theatre scripts to memory. Distracting them from the duty 
at hand are jazzy tunes, poetry slams and the occasional 
dog going woof. Chairs of varying style and condition, board 
games, beer-by-the-bottle and batty artwork all add to the 
atmosphere, making C25 every bit as appealing as it is curi-
ous. Don’t miss it.QOpen 08:00 - 22:00, Sat 10:00 - 24:00, 
Sun 10:00 - 22:00. PUEBSW

 Coffeeheaven C-4, ul. Żurawia 1a, tel. (+48) 22 622 51 
75, www.coffeeheaven.eu.com. Poland’s definitive coffee 
chain, and not unlike something you’re used to experiencing 
back home. Generic surroundings show little imagination but 
the coffee, served in paper cups, is ideal for your first thing in 
the morning caffeine fix. Made-on-the-day sandwiches and 
smoothies are equally impressive and Coffeeheaven have 
handy locations across town, including the train station, a 
must-visit for anyone looking to stock up before taking their 
chances on Poland’s rail network.QOpen 07:00 - 21:00, Sat, 
Sun 09:00 - 21:00. PAGSW

 Coffee Karma F-4, Pl. Zbawiciela 3/5, tel. (+48) 22 
875 87 09, www.coffekarma.eu. Earnest looking intel-
lectuals read Hesse while taking languid sips of hand-roasted 
coffee. Huge windows afford views of Pl. Zbawiciela, and the 
staff are also adept at fixing exotic smoothies. Ten out of ten. 
QOpen 07:30 - 22:00, Sat 09:00 - 22:00, Sun 10:00 - 22:00. 
TAEXSW

 Czuły Barbarzyńca (The Tender Barbarian) C-2, ul. 
Dobra 31, tel. (+48) 22 826 32 94, www.czulybarbar-
zynca.pl. Owlish academics fill this esoteric bookshop cum 
café. Springy sofas and chairs are scattered amongst shelves 
full of clever sounding titles. Ten out of ten for character alone. 
QOpen 10:00 - 22:00, Sat 10:00 - 23:00, Sun 12:00 - 22:00. 
PAXSW

 Häagen-Dazs C-3, ul. Nowy Świat 36, tel. (+48) 22 
826 30 52, www.haagen-dazs.com. First there was sushi, 
then there was Starbucks, now Nowy Swiat’s emergence as a 
proper street has been crowned with the opening of a Haagen 
Dazs cafe. This is everything you expect from what is consid-
ered as possibly the best brand of ice cream in the world, and 
a far cry from the days when ice cream on Nowy Swiat meant 
queuing up in front of a hole-in-the-wall. Progress indeed. QO-
pen 10:00 - 22:00, Fri, Sat 10:00 - 24:00. PTAGSW

 Jazz Bistro Espresso F-4, ul. Piękna 20, tel. (+48) 
22 627 41 51, www.jazzbistro.pl. Open from the crack 
of dawn and aimed at those who rush to work with com-
puter bags hoisted over their shoulders. Coffee on the run 
inside the sleek interiors one associates with the Jazz 
Bistro chain. QOpen 08:00 - 24:00, Sat, Sun 10:00 - 24:00. 
PTAUEXSW

 Kawiarnia Same Fusy B-1, ul. Nowomiejska 10, tel. 
(+48) 22 635 90 14, www.samefusy.pl. An arcane looking 
candle lit cellar that induces a zen like spell on all who enter. 
The design is very Lord of the Rings, with tree trunks used 
as tables and a scattering of artsy oddities hanging off the 
walls. Perch yourself on one of the stools, before rolling the 
dice and picking from the hundred plus teas on sale.QOpen 
11:00 - 23:00, Sat, Sun 11:00 - 24:00. JAG

NEW

 Lorelei ul. Widok 8, http://blog.lorelei.pl. It’s a hip, hap-
pening crowd in Lorelei, a backstreet café with dim red lamps, 
black and white comic book murals and even some hammocks 
strung up in the back; good luck getting on one if you’re an 

ounce over stick thin status. With nightfall this place takes 
on a bit more of a bar vibe, with DJs turning up at weekends 
to play reggae sounds to a crowd who take fashion tips from 
Aktivist mag. QOpen 10:00 - 24:00, Fri 10:00 - 04:00, Sat 
12:00 - 04:00, Sun 12:00 - 24:00.

 Łysy Pingwin (Bald Penguin) H-1, ul. Ząbkowska 11, 
tel. (+48) 22 618 02 56, lysypingwin.pl. At the heart of 
Praga’s Boho renaissance stands the Bald Penguin, a tatty 
bar/café swarming with academics and unsigned musicians. 
Run by a Swedish Buddhist this spot is as wacky as you find 
with its collection of jumble sale lamps, artistic ‘happenings’ 
and courtyard dedicated to the Gallic art of boules. QOpen 
15:00 - 24:00, Fri, Sat 15:00 - 02:00. PSW

 Mesita A-4, ul. Sienna 93 (courtyard), tel. (+48) 505 
47 74 99, www.mesita.pl. Another cafe with literary pre-
tensions, and it really does feel a little special. The design 
is limited to patterned blankets chucked over sofas, but 
anyone with time for books is going to light up at the sight 
of the heaving shelves here. Crack open the Tolstoy and 
enjoy. QOpen 10:00 - 21:00, Sat 13:00 - 21:00. Closed Sun. 
TUEGBSW

 SensNonsensu ul. Wileńska 23, tel. (+48) 660 75 
76 77, www.sensnonsensu.pl. A weird name, vintage 
furnishings, leftfield music acts and people with DIY haircuts. 
It almost goes without saying you’ll find SensNonsensu in 
Praga, what’s a little more surprising is the storming choice 
of beer. Particular credit goes to Zywe (not to be confused 
with Zywiec) and the Ukrainian Obolon Aksamitne. The design, 
however much you like it, is exactly the same as everywhere 
else in the vicinity - Singer sewing machines and leaning 
lampshades.QOpen 14:00 - 24:00, Fri 14:00 - 03:00, Sat, 
Sun 12:00 - 03:00. EW

Confectionary and restaurant founded by Magda Gessler 

- a guarantee of great cuisine and impeccable service. 

Excellent international and varsovian dishes which will 

long be remembered. The best pastries, cakes and deserts 

will impress the most demanding gourmands.

We invite you for a culinary experience 
with Magda Gessler

Słodki Słony, 45 Mokotowska Street

www.slodkislony.pl, info@slodkislony.pl

And now you may purchase our delicious pastries in 

Złote Tarasy, 1 Zlota Sreet.

Our confectionary stand is located on the ground floor 

near the main staircase.

A sweet addition to your shopping.

 Słodki Słony G-4, ul. Mokotowska 45 (also a stand in 
Złote Tarasy Mall), tel. (+48) 22 622 49 34, www.slod-
kislony.pl. Exceedingly ornate interiors announce the arrival 
of one more Magda Gessler venture, this one with a heavy 
emphasis on cakes, pastries and chocolate. There’s guilty 
pleasures aplenty in this place, and all packaged inside a design 
that’s half Martha Stewart and half English country house.
QOpen 10:00 - 24:00, Mon 11:00 - 24:00. PAXSW

 Starbucks Coffee C-3, ul. Nowy Świat 62 (also on al. 
Solidarności 68a), tel. (+48) 22 829 40 21, http://starbucks.
pl. Anti-globalists weep. After years of threatening so the agents of 
Satan, Starbucks, have opened shop in Warsaw, and in the most 
obvious location of all - bang on Nowy Swiat. And it’s everything you’d 
expect - big, comfortable, popular, and with very good coffee combos 
to keep the people coming over and over again.QOpen 07:00 - 22:00, 
Fri, Sat 07:00 - 23:00, Sun 09:00 - 22:00. PAUGSW

 Szpilka C-3, Pl. Trzech Krzyży 18, tel. (+48) 22 628 91 
32. Szpilka once stood on the cutting edge of Warsaw’s night 
scene, offering a modern European menu, round-the-clock 
hours and sharp design. Today this white-on-white café, bar, 
meeting place, buzzes long after the rest of Warsaw sleeps, 
but that’s no reflection of quality. The food verges on abysmal, 
though it’s still a good bet if you’re looking to greet dawn 
with a strong drink. Q Open 24 hrs. PAUEBSW

 Vienna Café B-4, Al. Jerozolimskie 65/79 (Marriott 
Hotel), tel. (+48) 22 630 51 41, www.marriott.com/
wawpl. A welcome splurge. Popular for hushed one-on-one 
meetings Vienna is all posh furnishings and trays of cakes 
sitting on important looking cutlery. To find better desserts 
would take some doing; this place is big kid heaven, offering 
limitless opportunity to expand the waistline.QOpen 10:00 
- 18:00. Closed Sat, Sun. PTAUXS
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A thriving capital city it might be, but Warsaw still lags behind 
other European hotspots when it comes to hedonistic capers. 
There is no area truly set aside for nightlife, and hailing taxis to 
get from Bar A to Club B is a tediously frequent occurrence. The 
area around pl. Pilsudskiego and pl. Teatralny has become a firm 
favourite with a dressy crowd of new money Poles, somewhat 
replacing the more established territories of Nowy Swiat, pl. 
Trzech Krzyzy and ul. Sienkiewicza. If dressing to the nines is 
firmly out of the question then consider heading across the river 
to the artsy bars cropping up in the Praga district. In a worrying 
development many clubs have now assumed the thinking that 
clothes maketh the man, and you'll find most clubs now operat-
ing a velvet rope door policy to ensure only those kitted in their 
Saturday finery make it as far as the dance floor. The prices we 
list in brackets denote the price of the cheapest pint on offer, 
while open hours should only be treated as rough approximation; 
in practice many bars and clubs will open way beyond the call of 
duty if the need arises, but by the same benchmark will happily 
bolt the doors if business has been slow.

Bars & Pubs
NEW

2NA3 ul. Bracka 20, tel. 0697 547 251. Any trip to find 
Hustawka is likely to be ambushed by 2NA3, a super spot found 
just through the Bracka courtyard. The outdoor terrace (bright 
fabrics stretched over campsite furniture) looks like a squatters 
camp, while the Eco notices stuck to the entrance confirm all 
original suspicions; typical Warsaw this ain't. Featuring a reddish 
glow, upside down lampshades and plenty of steps and wobbles 
this is as leftfield as Warsaw gets, with globes and religious icons 
mixing it up next to each other. A sublime offbeat alternative to 
the mainstream copycat bars the city is so fond of producing, 
and possibly the find of the issue. QOpen 11:00 - 02:00, Fri 
11:00 - 04:00, Sat 14:00 - 04:00, Sun 14:00 - 01:00.

 Axis Bar E-3, ul. Grzybowska 63 (Hilton Warsaw Hotel), 
tel. (+48) 22 356 55 55, www.warsaw.hilton.com. This 
bi-level drinkery is everything you don't expect in a hotel bar. The 
interior is a hip and urban combo of steel fittings, stark colours 
and floor-to-ceiling windows, while the mezzanine features 
carpeting straight out of The Spy Who Shagged me. Clubbish 
tracks get piped in the background, sometimes well into the 
night, while the menu touts a series of adventurous options that 
include wedges with guacamole, and the accurately described 
mini-burger. An excellent spot, especially if you've just eaten 
your body weight at the Hilton Brunch.QOpen 17:00 - 01:00. 
Open by prior arrangement.  PAUBXW

 Bar Below B-4, ul. Marszałkowska 64, tel. (+48) 22 621 
18 50, www.barbelow.pl. To call this place just a bar would 
be doing a great disservice to those it serves. Bar Below is a 
soap opera, a cliff hanger of a reality show that records all the 
tears and triumphs related to life in Expatica. The setting is 
modern and subterranean, though the real reason to visit is 
to soak in the atmosphere and banter, which hits fever pitch 
whenever there's a big match on. Irish landlord, Niall, has 
created the perfect bar, striking a balance between trendy 
urban drinking space and your local back home. QOpen 
17:00 - 24:00, Sat, Sun 12:00 - 24:00. PAXW

 Bierhalle C-3, ul. Nowy Świat 64, tel. (+48) 22 827 61 
77, www.bierhalle.pl. Warsaw's best beer served in a bi-level 
space filled with chunky woods, bare bricks and industrial 
flourishes. The menu, presented by girls dressed in countryside 
apparel, features big photographs of what you can expect, 
including life-size pics of the beer - order a big one here and 
you'll be left getting to grips with clunky two pint steins that are 
ideal for showing off your bicep flexes. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00, 
Fri, Sat 12:00 - 23:30, Sun 12:00 - 22:30. PABXW

Local  Browarmia and Bierhalle are the two local 
microbreweries, and the pair have a stellar reputation 
between them. 

Cheap  It has to be The Secret Garden, a ramshackle 
collection of dive bars in the courtyard behind Nowy 
Swiat. On the student trail try Plan B, while for rough 
and tumble company head to Piwiarnia Warka. And be 
aware, Bradley’s has the best happy hour we’re aware of.  

Lads  For Sky Sports, darts and fry-ups then wing your way 
to either Bar Below or Bradley’s, expat strongholds where 
the weekends pass in a blur. If you’re behaving well, and 
dressed to the nines, check out the Polish totty in Platinium, 
or just head to Sketch to get through over 80 world beers. 

Couples  The best cocktails in Poland are found in EsSence, 
though Porto Praga are certainly no slouches either. Or why 
not some wine in Vinarius. 

Splurge  Take the elevator to the 44th floor of the Marriott 
for cocktails in the Panorama bar. There’s plenty of expats 
and celebs in Sense, and if you’ve got your dancing daps 
then head up to the theatre quarter and try and wangle 
past face control in clubs like Platinium, Opera and The Eve. 

Weird  A no-brainer this, get your radar pointing across 
the river to venues like W Oparach Absurdu and Po Drugie 
Stronie Lustra. 

Night at a glance

 City 24 C-4, Al. Jerozolimskie 6/ul. Smolna 15, tel. (+48) 
22 629 47 33. There’s some pretty tasteless establishments 
in Warsaw, but this one tops the lot with a blinding neon-lit 
exterior that looks like it’s minutes away from being launched 
into space. What the hell went through the designers head? On 
the plus side it’s open 24hrs, and that’s particularly good news 
if you’re staggering out from the next door Luztro nightclub or 
SoGo strip joint. It won’t win prizes, but then burgers never will. 
This is decent comfort food served up just when the nightowl 
is most vulnerable. Q (17-49zł). PAUX

 Przekąski Zakąski B-2, ul. Ossolińskich 7 (en-
trance from ul. Krakowskie Przedmieście), tel. (+48) 
22 826 79 36, www.gessler.pl. Located on the ground 
floor of what was once the Europejski Hotel the impossibly 
named Przekąski Zakąski offers food round-the-clock bites 
to a loud line of boys and girls making their way home from 
the pubs and clubs. The regime here is simple: herring, 
hams, pickles and pig trotters priced at 8zł and served 
on tiny plates by solemn staff dressed as bell boys. Food 
is consumed promptly and standing up, and traditionally 
topped off with a four zloty shot of vodka.Q (8zł). GS

 Skafander B-2, ul. Miodowa 1, tel. (+48) 506 05 39 
23, www.skafander.waw.pl. One more round-the-clock 
eatery to add to your list, only this one on the edge of 
old town; a curious choice considering the mortuary-like 
reputation of the area. Could the opening of Skafander 
signal an old town revival, or is this just another place 
lining up to be credit crunched? Who cares, instead fire 
into a menu that includes chicken and mango salads, and 
chorizo sausages in tortillas. That’s a choice that blows 
all other 24hr venues out of the water, and it also looks 
the part with a smart, modern design comprised of dark 
woods and squeaky seats. Q (20-52zł). PABSW

24hr Eateries
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unlike other cocktail dens this is a venue that feels accessible 
to all - not just those with hopes of landing an MTV show.
QOpen 08:00 - 24:00, Fri 08:00 - 01:00, Sat 12:00 - 01:00, 
Sun 12:00 - 24:00. PABXW

 Gniazdo Piratów ul. Ogólna 5 (Żoliborz), tel. (+48) 
22 633 71 82, www.gniazdopiratow.com.pl. Relive your 
pirate dreams of yesteryear while cracking jokes about Sea-
man Stains inside this imperious addition to Warsaw culture. 
Jolly Roger flags and lanterns hang from the rigging and live 
sea shanties have the crowds singing along in a tuneless 
chorus. QOpen 17:00 - 02:00. PAUEX

 Hard Rock Cafe B-4, ul. Złota 59 (Złote Tarasy), tel. 
(+48) 22 222 07 00, www.hardrockcafe.pl. Hard Rock 
is deceptively large. The main entrance, on the upper floor, 
reveals a small bar area with high stools, wood finishes and 
bar tenders shaking ice and inventing cocktails. Sneak down-
stairs and Hard Rock unravels into rock star heaven with all 
the requisite guitars, signed pictures and stage outfits hung 
from the walls. The bar down here stretches as far as the eye 
can see and propping it up is a crowd that's as equally foreign 
as it is local. Table seats go like hotcakes so be prepared 
to exercise patience. A list of events are lined up to ensure 
Hard Rock doesn't become another short-lived Warsaw fad 
including live radio shows from the DJ booth. QOpen 12:00 
- 02:00. PAUEBXW

 Herezja D-1, ul. Chłodna 35/37, tel. (+48) 503 07 41 
75, www.herezja.com. A multi-floored maze with an Asian 
inspired interior featuring intricate wood carvings, hidden cham-
bers and black painted brickwork. Daylight doesn't get a look-in 
here, and while this place looks the deal it'll be interesting to 
see how they fare in this no-man's land location. Klatka and 
Maracana have tried their luck here and failed, but then they 
didn't have a curtained off chamber kitted out with cushions and 
chandeliers. It's an interesting concept, and one that deserves 
to flourish. Whether or not it does is open to debate. QOpen 
12:00 - 23:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 - 01:00. PAW

 Hossa A-3, Al. Jana Pawła II 25, tel. (+48) 22 653 45 55, 
www.hossaclub.pl. The addition of a covered area attached 
to the side of the Atrium complex has seen Hossa pique the 
interest of passing drinkers. This bar once had the life of a 
sock, now it buzzes during the day as local office workers 
skip work in favour of liquid relief. The main gimmick in this 
modern bar are the drinks, which fluctuate in price according 
to demand - keep track of your alcoholic investments on the 
screens positioned above the bar. And don't be tempted by 
the food on your left, this place is a bar first and foremost, 
and that's reflected in the quality of chow on offer. QOpen 
08:00 - 22:00. Closed Sat, Sun. PAUXW

 Huśtawka Club F-3, ul . Bracka 20a. Half-dive bar, half 
fashion trap, Hustawka occupies a weird middle ground and 
seems all the better for it. Set through a courtyard and on the 
ground floor of a detached mansion, there's an element of 
Berlin chic to this parquet floored drinkery, with a red backlit 
bar and dangling glass baubles adding the only illumination 
to what is a dark, covert venue. A bit scuzzy, very hip, here's 
new look Warsaw without the fashion cops on patrol. QOpen 
12:00 - 04:00, Sat, Sun 16:00 - 05:00. PAUEW

 JP's Bar A-3, Al. Jana Pawła II 21 (The Westin), tel. 
(+48) 22 450 80 00, www.westin.pl. An airy bar set under 
the glass lift in the Westin Hotel. Light coloured furnishings 
are interspersed by a smattering of manicured plants, while in 
the evenings live piano music lends a comfortable, upmarket 
tone to go alongside your cocktail. QOpen 07:00 - 24:00, 
Sat, Sun 09:00 - 24:00. PAUW

 Klaps C-4, ul. Nowy Świat 22/28. Peculiarities abound 
in the drinking maze known as The Secret Garden, but none 
come close to matching Klaps in the weirdness stakes. 
There's dildos for beer taps and a wall of plastic boobs, and 
like everywhere in this area, you won't find beer costing more 
than 8zl. Finding it is a challenge in itself - it's close to the 
passage that connects the courtyard to Smolna. QOpen 
16:00 - 02:00.

 Klub Hotel Savoy C-3, ul. Nowy Świat 58, tel. (+48) 
602 26 00 10, www.savoyhotel.pl. There's been plenty 
of cash poured into this place, but little thought. Somebody 
out there might consider it classy, but most will ID this place 
exactly for what it is; a naff-looking bar full of faux chandeliers 
and plasticky, mirrored touches. The colours are headache 
stuff, with poodle pink shades clashing against midnight 
blacks, while the beer has the magic capacity to induce a fit 
of retching - a problem with the pipes, possibly. Credit where 
credit is due, the toilet is like peering through the looking 
glass, and decked out with potty touches like a super-sized 
shoe and a deck of playing cards. QOpen 10:00 - 02:00, Fri, 
Sat 10:00 - 04:00, Sun 10:00 - 01:00. PAX

 Living Room C-3, ul. Foksal 18, tel. (+48) 22 826 39 28, 
www.livingroom.pl. A trendy bar decorated entirely with clean 
cream colours and little else. It's the patrons that supply the 
colour here with several candidates for Miss Polska found curled 
up catlike on the vanilla sofas. Seating extends downstairs and 
there's a decent musical menu that features obscure dance 
and jazz acts. QOpen 10:00 - 03:00.  PAXW

 Lobby Bar B-4, Al. Jerozolimskie 65/79 (Marriott 
Hotel), tel. (+48) 22 630 50 30, www.marriott.com. 
A well-heeled hotel bar that warrants its listing for its loca-
tion alone. Situated in the heart of Warsaw, and inside the 
landmark Marriott building to boot, you won't find an easier 
spot to arrange a meeting in. As such it's a permanent hive 
of activity with tables frequently occupied by international 
business travelers tapping away on laptops. QOpen 08:00 
- 01:00. PAUXW

 Lolek E-5, ul. Rokitnicka 20, tel. (+48) 22 825 62 02, 
www.lolekpub.pl. Not even the death of summer is going 
to hurt Lolek. True, it's finest hours are enjoyed outside on a 
sunny Sunday, but even so this rotund beer hall is a bit of a lo-
cal institution. Set in Pole Mokotowskie Park inside it's all clink-
ing glasses as groups of lads settle onto wooden benches 
to sing into the night. Pre-empt the invariable hangover with 
food from the open grill.QOpen 11:00 - 03:00.  AEBW

 Obiekt Znaleziony B-3, Pl. Malachowskiego 3, tel. 
(+48) 22 828 05 84, www.obiektznaleziony.pl. An utterly 
fantastic bar found in the dim, dark depths of the Zachęta 
Gallery. Decorated with a retro design this marvel looks like 
it was cut from stone, and comes with a plastic lions head 
on the bar and seating salvaged from the last half century. 
Jam sessions, DJs and assorted happenings lend a perpetual 
buzz, and their off-beat reputation draws the sort of bed-
haired media people you see racing to work on a kids BMX. 
Definitely one to investigate. QOpen 12:00 - 24:00, Fri, Sat 
12:00 - 04:00. PAEW

 Opium B-2, ul. Wierzbowa 9/11, tel. (+48) 609 54 26 
37, www.opiumclub.pl. Persian drapes and overpowering 
incense dominate the interior, while Warsaw fashionista hold 
court on the cushions and mattresses scattered on the floor 
of the chill out lounge. Downstairs, in the space once occupied 
by the ghastly Barbados club, a largeish club area filled with 
figures of Buddha and a couple of bars. QOpen 16:00 - 02:00, 
Fri, Sat 21:00 - 05:00. Closed Mon, Tue, Sun. PAEX

 Cafe Bar Lemon B-3, ul. Sienkiewicza 6, tel. (+48) 
22 829 55 44, www.cafelemon.pl. The door thugs have 
a noble and distinguished reputation for brutality, and we've 
heard of no less than three separate occasions when they've 
chosen to let loose their fists of fury. All incidents have termi-
nated with the arrival of an ambulance, so stand warned and 
stay out.QOpen 24hrs. PABXW

 Cafe Przejście G-4, Pl. Na Rozdrożu (underground 
passage No. 2 under Al. Szucha), tel. (+48) 22 696 85 
50. A dark and divey tunnel-shaped bar found festering in 
the depths of a stinking subway. Hardcore barflies and other 
desperados nurse cut-price beers in the shadows, while local 
radio stations do their bit to drown out their rasping ramblings. 
We'd guess the interior extras have been salvaged straight 
from the scrap heap, with an unlikely collection of trumpets, 
springy sofas and even a disco ball on display. For all this 
it's far from a forbidding venue, and with Warsaw far from 
embracing the 24hr vibe of neighbouring capitals any venue 
that can tout round-the-clock opening hours merits attention. 
Q Open 24hrs. Closed Sun 07:00 - 16:00. (6zł). AXW

 Café Szparka C-4, Pl. Trzech Krzyży 16a, tel. (+48) 
22 621 03 70, www.cafeszparka.pl. Most people can't 
wait to tell you how much they hate Szparka, though they're 
probably the same bods you'll see rolling out the door come 
closing time on Sunday. The multi-level interior has the vapid 
appeal of a chain bar back home, the staff live on pause 
and the chow is the work of amateurs. Still, there's a secret 
recipe that keeps people coming back for more - possibly the 
obscenely flexible opening hours.QOpen 07:00 - 05:00, Sun 
07:00 - 03:00. PABSW

 Champions Sports Bar & Restaurant B-4, Al. Jero-
zolimskie 65/79 (Marriott Hotel), tel. (+48) 22 630 51 
19. A classic sports bar filled with glittering trophies, signed 
shirts and other sporting detritus. Some 40 screens and 
projectors beam out action from across the world, while those 
wishing to exercise more than their eyes can choose from pool 
tables, playstations and dart machines that beep and whir 
during moments of particular drama. QOpen 12:00 - 24:00, 
Sat, Sun 14:00 - 24:00. PAXW

 Column Bar C-2, ul. Krakowskie Przdmieście 42/44 
(Bristol Hotel), tel. (+48) 22 551 10 00, www.lemeridi-
en.com/warsaw. A cavernous art nouveau interior provides 
perfect acoustics for the house pianist, while parlour palms 
and marble columns top off this seriously impressive venue. 
In summer the courtyard garden provides perfect sanctuary 
for high society to take languid sips on Martini concoctions. 
QOpen 10:00 - 01:00. PAUBXW

 Drink Bar F-3, ul. Wspólna 52/54, tel. (+48) 22 629 
26 25. The Drink Bar is the size of a cupboard and comes 
enveloped in the sort of smog that has you considering a 
new set of lungs. The décor is eccentric, and the seating 
minimal, meaning you'll often find yourself sitting shoulder-
to-shoulder trading stories with strangers while their mates 
covertly pass reefers to each other. Getting to the toilet is 
an adventure in itself and involves slaloming past booze 
casualties slumped in their chairs. QOpen 15:00 - 02:00, 
Sat, Sun 17:00 - 02:00. PX

 EsSence C-4, ul. Krucza 16/22, tel. (+48) 22 434 20 
83, www.essence-cafe.pl. This was always going to be a 
winner; Ray, the roguish whirlwind behind Sense, has gone 
into partnership with Danny Undhammar, a cocktail king with 
an international rep. There's minimal fuss to the design with 
black colours and big windows keeping it straight and simple. 
The point to EsSence is the drinks, the best in Poland, and 
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 Panorama Bar & Lounge B-4, Al. Jerozolimskie 65/79 
(Marriott Hotel), tel. (+48) 22 630 74 35, www.marriott.
com. Warsaw's highest bar - and indeed Poland's - comes 
whacked on the 40th floor of the Marriott, and with prices to 
match the top tier location. The views of Warsaw glimmering 
below are outstanding, and they're no longer the only reason 
to visit. Gone is the JR Ewing glitz and chrome, replaced in-
stead by a tasteful interior consisting of flock print wallpaper, 
violet seating and clever lighting. There's no better place 
for Sleepless In Seattle seduction, or a corporate chinwag. 
QOpen 18:00 - 02:00. PAUEXW

 Paparazzi B-3, ul. Mazowiecka 12, tel. (+48) 22 828 42 
19, www.paparazzi.com.pl/eng. Look forward to an urbane 
cocktail bar with a huge bar as centre piece, and photos of 
screen icons clinging to the walls. This is the place where city 
traders ruthlessly advance their careers over expense account 
drinks and Escada clad bimbos hunt for foreign sugar daddies. 
A slick and impressive venue, with an affluent clientele and 
some superb cocktails - the end result can get messy.QOpen 
16:00 - 01:00, Fri, Sat 16:00 - 02:00.  PAEW

 Pistaccio Lobby Bar & Lounge E-3, ul. Grzybowska 63 
(Hilton Warsaw Hotel), tel. (+48) 22 356 55 55, www.
warsaw.hilton.com. Probably the best lobby bar in town, 
and certainly our favourite. Thirty metre high floor-to-ceiling 
windows lend plenty of wow factor, with hanging lights casting 
a dazzle on the patrons perched on the red and green arm-
chairs. Frequently used as an impromptu studio for daytime 
TV shows, so a great place for a bit of celeb stalking.QOpen 
08:00 - 01:00. (20zł). PAUXW

 Piwiarnia Warka B-4, ul. Wilcza 35/41, tel. (+48) 502 
45 01 80, www.piwiarniawarki.pl. The design is every bit as 
simple as the conversations in the background: basic observa-
tions made over football and bargirls. Decked out with wood fit-
tings and brewery donated bumph this is a masculine pub which 
excels in uniting local headcases with each other. Redeeming 
factors come with the beer, which is cheap if not always tasty.
QOpen 14:00 - 02:00, Sat, Sun 15:00 - 02:00. 03. PABW

 Plan B F-4, Al. Wyzwolenia 18, tel. (+48) 508 31 69 74, 
www.planbe.pl. Walk up a curving stairwell to enter Plan B, a 
venue where the ceilings are high and the windows are low - so 
low you'll have to crouch for views of pl. Zbawiciela. Plan B has 
seen minimal investment, with a design that must have set the 
owner back the price of a packet of sausages; decor is limited to 
little more than tatty posters, white tiles and sofas with springs 
practically sticking out of them. But this place has become as-
tonishingly popular, especially with students and other sorts who 
look like they've just finished band practice. Don't be surprised 
to find the party spilling outside, with gangs of drinkers chuck-
ing frisbees and sharing sneaky puffs on Moroccan cigarettes. 
Drunkenness is rife and encouraged, and it's only fair to note this 
place has become a bit of a magnet for expat lads looking to tap 
up impressionable Polish girls. QOpen 13:00 - 02:00, Fri, Sat 
13:00 - 04:00, Sun 16:00 - 02:00. PAEXW

 Po Drugiej Stronie Lustra H-1, ul. Ząbkowska 5, tel. 
(+48) 501 04 84 71, www.po2stronielustra.com. Set 
behind a mirrored door this latest addition to Zabkowska is 
everything you'd expect from Warsaw's cultural heartland. Here 
it's all flea-bitten rugs, glimmering fairylights and random detri-
tus accrued from the skips and markets of Warsaw, while the 
music policy involves everything from the Village People to big 
band Chicago jazz sounds. Visual diversions come in the way of 
flowers dangling from the ceiling, an array of mirrors and works 
by local artists, and if you're lucky you'll find your beverages 
brought to you by a domineering stunner wearing horn-rimmed 
glasses. A fantastic venue, with only the barred windows al-

luding to the Praga location. QOpen 10:00 - 24:00, Fri 10:00 
- 03:00, Sat 12:00 - 03:00, Sun 12:00 - 24:00. AEX

 Porto Praga G-1, ul. Stefana Okrzei 23, tel. (+48) 22 
698 50 01, www.portopraga.pl. A three floored cherry co-
loured paradise with swooning palms and deep leather chairs. 
Not unlike a converted docklands building Porto Praga's 
principal claim to fame is a cocktail list designed by Danny 
Undhammar. While Mr U may have jumped ship to EsSence, 
he's obviously trained his former charges well. The drinks are 
every bit as good as they were, making Porto a bit of a beacon 
on the Praga landscape.QOpen 12:00 - 02:00, Mon, Tue, 
Wed 12:00 - 01:00, Sun 12:00 - 24:00. PAUEXW

NEW

 Powiśle G-2, ul. Kruczkowskiego 3b, tel. (+48) 602 773 
997, www.powisle.blog.pl. Set in a former ticket hall this 
concrete rotunda proved one of the hits of the summer, and a 
bit of a gathering ground for those enjoying post-Luztro pick-
me-ups. How it'll fare without the artificial beach which was 
dumped outside is anyone's guess; interiors here are all cheap 
and chipboard - tables included - and with no obvious source of 
heating this could prove one more seasonal fad. How to find it? 
Walk down the end of the platform on Powisle Station, then hang 
a left down the stairs. If this place is still alive - and it might well 
not be - you'll see it right in front. QOpen 07:00 - 01:00, Fri 07:00 
- 03:00, Sat 09:00 - 03:00, Sun 09:00 - 23:00. PAEGW

 Qfajka F-4, ul. Śniadeckich 8, tel. (+48) 22 522 82 25. 
In the heart of student land, Qfajka is permanently cloaked in 
darkness with only just enough candle light to illuminate the 
bookshelves, classical sofas and odds and ends attached 
to the walls. Young, weird academic sorts love it, and it's a 
great place for a beer if you can see through the haze.QOpen 
12:00 - 24:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 - 01:00. PW

 Rabarbar B-2, ul. Wierzbowa 9/11, tel. (+48) 22 828 
01 30, www.rabarbar.pl. Formerly the home of celebs des-
perately looking like they didn't want to be noticed Rabarbar 
remains a popular haunt, only nowadays the traffic jam at the 
bar consists of local suits talking shop. One of the most envi-
able locations in town keeps business brisk and this remains 
one of Warsaw's most enduring bars, while the opening hours 
keep it packed long after the local clubs have closed.QOpen 
07:00 - 05:00. AEX

 Casinos Poland B-4, Al. Jerozolimskie 65/79 
(Marriott Hotel), tel. (+48) 22 584 96 53, www.
casinospoland.pl. On the first floor of the Marriott this 
has to count as one of the most popular casinos in the 
country. On the menu are American roulette, blackjack, 
seven card stud, poker and fruit machines. A VIP salon 
is also available, and prospective visitors should bear in 
mind ID is required for entry. Admission is free.QOpen 
11:00 - 07:00. PAUX

 Olympic Casino Sunrise A-3, ul. Grzybowska 63 ( 
Hotel Hilton), tel. (+48) 22 351 72 60, www.olympic-
casino.com. Open 24/7 the Olympic Casino chain claim 
to offer a ‘new level of sophistication and excitement’ 
on the Warsaw circuit. Roulette, blackjack, Oasis stud, 
open poker and hundreds of slots are there to tempt 
the spender in you, with added distractions by way of a 
fully stocked bar and a variety of loyalty programs. Plenty 
of one-off events and upcoming special events, as well. 
Also found in CH Janki and the Metropol Hotel. Q Open 
24hrs. PAUW

Casino

 Boathouse Wine Lounge H-3,  u l .  Wa ł 
Miedzeszyński 389a, tel. (+48) 22 616 32 23, 
www.boathouse.pl. Wine lovers have never had it this 
good in Warsaw, and JJ is probably the best to date. Set 
inside the Boathouse restaurant this venue comes with 
a rotating menu of world wines, an expert sommelier on 
hand, and a smart, relaxed interior. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00, 
Sun 12:00 - 22:00. PAEBXW

 Mielżynski ul. Burakowska 5/7 (Wola), tel. 
(+48) 22 636 87 09, www.mielzynski.pl. Some 
claim this to be Warsaw’s best wine bar, and they 
might well be onto something. Expert service guar-
antees to identify the wine that suits you, and the 
selection is utterly exhaustive. An absorbing venue, 
with a decent menu of light bites to compliment the 
drinking. QOpen 09:00 - 23:00, Sat 11:00 - 23:00, 
Sun 12:45 - 18:00. PAC

 Vinoteka la Bodega G-3, ul. Nowy Świat 5, tel. 
(+48) 22 745 46 10, www.bodega.pl. It isn’t just 
the wine you come for here, though with more than 150 
varieties in stock at any one time - and many available 
by the glass - it would be reason enough. No, it’s the 
vibe. It’s the fact that you know everybody else knows 
far more about wine than you, and that they don’t care. 
No snobs here, just good people who enjoy good wine 
in a terrific Nowy Świat setting. It is no surprise that 
new friends are made at the bar here, and that nights 
here tend to be long.QOpen 10:00 - 24:00, Sun 12:00 
- 24:00. PAUW

Wine

While Nowy Świat is best known for its glitzy bars 
and flashy restaurants more intrepid explorers will 
be familiar with it for contradictory reasons; Warsaw’s 
cheapest booze. Step into the courtyard at number 
22 and you’ll find yourself summoned into a shadowy 
demi monde of dark, divey bars where beer retails 
for as little 5zł. 

Occupying a rat-like maze of low-level prefab blocks are 
a series of super bars squirreled amongst crappy stores 
selling pet food and second hand ironing boards. Known 
to some as The Pavilions, to others as The Secret Gar-
den, this collection of bizarre bars represents Warsaw 
drinking in its rawest form. Accessed through mesh grill 
doorways most remain nameless, with opening hours 
generally left to the discretion of the owners. Essentially 
populated by students, artists and people who aspire to 
work in music all these bars come bathed in darkness 
and smoke, with drinkers squeezed in like sardines on 
budget furniture disguised with drapes and darkness. 

Couple of places to keep an eye out for: our favourite, 
Yamaya, a reggae themed space with ocean coloured 
walls and a multi-national staff who must surely secretly 
add rocket fuel to their beer. Also of note, Kociarnia, 
cloaked in a dim-red glow with all the atmosphere of a 
low-rent brothel, and Klaps, a real oddity with sex aids 
as beer pumps and plastic boobs on the walls. The very 
antithesis of what Nowy Świat is about, this is a piece 
of Warsaw not to be missed.

The Secret Garden
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 Saturator ul. 11 listopada 22, tel. (+48) 504 35 37 72, 
www.saturator.art.pl. See your social standing rocket by 
confessing knowledge of Saturator, a scruffy triple floored 
artsy hangout in the battered buildings of Praga. Do not come 
here if your idea of a good time is talking golf tournaments 
and embassy junkets. If, however, you're the sort of person 
with hangover stubble and a second hand wardrobe then 
you'll fit right in. Especially if you have a hat. Nights in this 
wacky venue are symbolic of Praga's arthouse renaissance, 
and last long into the night once DJs enter and attempt to 
mix unmixable genres.QOpen 12:00 - 24:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 
- 05:00. PAEXW

 Sense C-3, ul. Nowy Świat 19, tel. (+48) 22 826 
65 70, www.sensecafe.com. Here's a piece of clas-
sic Warsaw. Even without the most enviable address in 
town, i t'd be a safe bet to assume Sense would thrive 
wherever. This is one of the best bars of i ts kind, with 
the centerpiece being a shattered glass circular bar from 
behind which cloth-clad staff fix masterpiece cocktails. 
And late nights get even later the moment proprietor 
Ray arrives, cajoling friends and regulars into testing the 
hundred plus scented vodkas.QOpen 10:00 - 24:00, Fri 
10:00 - 02:00, Sat 12:00 - 02:00, Sun 12:00 - 24:00. 
PAW

 Sheesha Lounge B-3, ul. Sienkiewicza 3, tel. (+48) 22 
828 25 25, www.sheesha.pl. It's all very Arabian Nights 
in this high-octane spot, with ottomans strewn around the 
gallery seating upstairs and a series of hookah pipes that 
present all manner of temptation to reformed kleptomaniacs. 
Jangly rhythms have the crowds spinning and whirling in a bid 
to keep up with the exotic beats, while a picky door policy 
filters out those dressed in the wrong kit. QOpen 16:00 - 
01:00, Thu, Fri, Sat 16:00 - 04:00. PAE

 Sketch C-3, ul. Foksal 19, tel. (+48) 602 76 27 64, 
www.sketch.pl. Have no doubt, Sketch is set to become 
a Warsaw classic. What used to be the ultra-elitist Foksal 
19 has been reborn as Sketch, a hospital white hall offer-
ing the best selection of beer in the city. There's over 80 
to choose from, and that includes Dju Dju Banana from 
Ghana, Israeli Maccabi and Canadian Moosehead. The 
import cost has been handed down to the patrons, with 
some bottles selling for a credit crunching 25zł, though the 
price is offset by calming lounge sounds, soothing lights 
that glow from vertical columns, and a staff who appear 
delighted to play their role. Best of all it's entirely free of 
the twit crowd, making it a smashing night out for all levels 
of society - models to model students, you'll find the lot 
in here. QOpen 09:00 - 01:00, Sat, Sun 10:00 - 01:00. 
(9zł). PABXW

 SomePlace Else C-4, ul. Prusa 2 (Sheraton Warsaw 
Hotel), tel. (+48) 22 450 67 10, www.sheraton.com.
pl. You may know people who live here. Someplace Else is 
an expat legend, and amid the American memorabilia you'll 
find a regular crew of foreigners shouting their orders above 
the live music which plays every night. The perfect bar menu 
and live sports complete the picture. Q Open 12:00 - 00:30, 
Mon 12:00 - 22:30, Fri 12:00 - 02:00, Sat 16:00 - 02:00, Sun 
12:00 - 23:00. (16zł). PAUEBXW

NEW

 The Nine Club & Restaurant ul. Kredytowa 9, tel. 
(+48) 22 828 99 66, www.nineclub.eu. If you thought 
the Cinnamonista-style twit traps were just centred round 
the theatre quarter then think again. The Nine (opened on the 
ninth of the ninth of '09) is one more victory for the ‘I spent 
all my money on a Porsche jeep' class, and further evidence 

that no part of Warsaw is safe from this looming menace. It 
does look pretty smashing, with white carnations spread on 
shiny black and violet surfaces, but nights named ‘So Rich, 
So Pretty' really should tell you all you need to know.QOpen 
11:00 - 02:00, Fri, Sat 11:00 - 04:00. APW

 Time Café C-3, ul. Smolna 40, tel. (+48) 22 828 11 18, 
www.timecafe.pl. Head through the courtyard and down the 
stairs to reach this corker, a basement bar festooned with 
antiques, drawers and sofas. This is one of the most ambient 
bars in the city, with the atmosphere hitting fever pitch each 
time one of the jazz acts steps out of the shadows. QOpen 
16:00 - 24:00, Fri, Sat 17:00 - 24:00. AEW

 Warsaw Tortilla Factory F-3, ul. Wilcza 46, tel. (+48) 
22 621 86 22, www.warsawtortillafactory.pl. One of 
Warsaw's great, enduring legends. Some visit WTF to enjoy 
Poland's best burrito. Others to crowd around the bar, listen 
to the live music and neck enough tequila to kill a dinosaur. 
The decibel level goes off the scale at times, and weekends 
here bring together a global crowd with a studious commit-
ment to blowing holes in their brain. Part of the fun lies in 
pestering and making passes at the staff, though there's 
always the option of cutting out the middleman and booking 
a table with its very own beer tap.QOpen 12:00 - 01:00, Fri, 
Sat 12:00 - 03:00. PAEXW

 W Oparach Absurdu (In The Mists of Absurdity) 
H-1, ul. Ząbkowska 6, tel. (+48) 660 78 03 19, www.
oparyabsurdu.pl. You'll be able to ID this place by the giant 
tarantula that hangs above the entrance. That's a prelude to 
the weirdness that lies inside this piece of squatter heaven; 
set over numerous rickety levels this place has everything 
from whirring lights to Singer sewing machines and cat shaped 
helium balloons. And if you thought things couldn't get much 
more bizarre wait for a troop of accordionists to materialize 
from nowhere before launching into tracks from Dr Zhivago. 
QOpen 12:00 - 03:00. PEXW

Gay Warsaw
 Fantom C-4, ul. Bracka 20a (entrance through the court-
yard), tel. (+48) 22 828 54 09, www.gay.pl/fantom. The 
oldest existing gay venue in Warsaw can be found down a dark 
courtyard on Bracka occupying the basement of a pre-war pal-
ace. Two separate entrances here. Ring the buzzer on the right 
hand side of the building and descend the stairs to access their 
sauna. On entry you'll be handed a pair of nasty flip-flops and 
a threadbare towel. Inside find a bar area, and a long corridor 
that leads to a scummy looking jacuzzi, dark room and sauna. 
It might be getting murky, but this is definitely the choice of 
sauna for many of the capitals queers. The left hand entrance 
leads to a more fully-clothed area with a popular bar, a couple 
of cinema screens and a labyrinth. QOpen 14:00 - 03:00, Fri, 
Sat 14:00 - 05:00, Sun 18:00 - 03:00. ARXW

 Galeria (Gallery) A-3, Pl. Mirowski 1 (Hala Mirowska), 
tel. (+48) 22 850 41 55, www.galeria.sxx.pl. A knockout 
bar/club that takes a bit of talent to find - point your compass 
towards the mirrored door in Hala Mirowska and give the bell 
a buzz. If you find yourself summoned in then you have every 
right to consider yourself a bit of a top-cat. To call the interior 
basic would be an injustice, there's little more than dimmed 
lighting and a few sofas scattered around, but nonetheless 
this place is up there with the best of Warsaw. The crowd is 
hellbent on excess, and the live entertainment is every bit 
as fun as George Bush pedalling a trike - check out the drag 
shows, or the seriously competitive karaoke nights. Primar-
ily gay, but hetero-friendly, so no excuse to miss it. QOpen 
20:00 - 05:00, Mon, Wed 20:00 - 02:00. PAEXW

 Rasko D-1, ul. Burakowska 12, tel. (+48) 22 838 01 30, 
www.klubrasko.pl. Warsaw's best gay bar have moved from 
their previous dungeon and reopened in the north. Far north. 
Has that discouraged the regulars? No chance. They're still all 
here, from karaoke stars to drag monsters, this place is every 
bit the crazy night it always was. There's always something 
going on, and it's frequently bizarre, with a distinct and friendly 
cabaret atmosphere setting it apart from Warsaw's more high 
profile queer haunts.QOpen 17:00 - 02:00. PAEW

 Utopia B-3, ul. Jasna 1, tel. (+48) 22 827 15 40, www.
utopiaclub.eu. If you thought The Cinnamon was bad then 
you probably haven't checked out Utopia. Known by some 
as The Cretins Choice the door selection here is ruthless, 
ensuring that only the cream of Warsaw's babbling fashion 
casualties get past the velvet rope. The dance floor is tiny, 
situated in a sharply lit white room, while softly lit chillout 
rooms spider off in random directions. It looks good, and the 
DJs that play are some of the best in the biz, but you really 
have to be a certain type to enjoy this spot.QOpen 14:00 
- 23:00, Fri, Sat 14:00 - 08:00. Closed Sun. PAEW

Irish
 Bradley's E-3, ul. Sienna 39, tel. (+48) 22 654 66 56, 
www.jimmybradleys.pl. The most convincing Irish pub 
around has an L-shaped layout, and a collection of sporting 
paraphernalia on the walls and behind the bar. This steamy 
pub also doubles as the nerve centre of Frogs & Co, the expat 
rugby team, and you can bet your badger boisterous spirits and 
schoolboy japes come guaranteed when this mob are in post-
match celebration. But there's more to this place than rugby, 
and the giant Sky Sports screen sometimes disappears once 
the football lads cram in for Champions League. And if you don't 
like sports, don't worry. The best happy hour in town is reason 

enough to drop by, and it's not rare to find landlord Kevin walking 
around road testing the Guinness with his collection of regulars.
QOpen 09:00 - 24:00, Fri 09:00 - 02:00, Sat 12:00 - 02:00, 
Sun 12:00 - 24:00.  PAUBXW

 Irish Pub B-2, ul. Miodowa 3, tel. (+48) 22 826 25 33. 
A low-profile, scruffy Irish pub that transforms whenever 
musicians take to the stage; within minutes you'll find the 
assorted patrons singing along in out-of-key merriment, and 
showcasing dance moves you thought were exclusive to your 
drunk uncle: remember that wedding he fell into the cake. 
Check out the frayed posters to see what live entertainment 
lies in store, or ask at the bar while waiting for your clumsily 
poured Guinness to settle. QOpen 11:00 - 02:00, Fri, Sat, 
Sun 11:00 - 04:00. PAEXW

 Molly Malone's Irish Pub B-2, Rynek Starego Miasta 
29/31 (entrance from ul. Wąski Dunaj), tel. (+48) 22 
831 02 63, www.mollymalone.pl. A claustrophobic sub-
terranean bar with all the right Guinness paraphernalia but 
staff incapable of pouring the stuff. With no Sky Sports either 
you'll find most expatriates opting for the craic of Bradley's 
or Bar Below, meaning the few foreign accents you'll hear 
belong to tourists diverted from the museum trail.QOpen 
15:00 - 03:00. PAEBX

 Patrick's B-4, ul. Nowogrodzka 31, tel. (+48) 22 628 
93 71, www.patrickspub.pl. A grotty bar that draws in 
local headcases and visiting stag groups in equal measure; 
they're welcome to each other. The toilets here are a health 
hazard, but the real danger lies by the bar - there's several 
libellous stories circulating, and we can't say much more 
other than watch your drink, watch your bag, and don't accept 
freebies from smiling Russian dudes.QOpen 10:00 - 05:00.  
PAEB
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Jazz
 Bojangles Bar & Lounge B-4, Al. Jerozolimskie 45 
(Polonia Palace Hotel), tel. (+48) 22 318 28 33, www.
poloniapalace.com.pl. A slick bar with a jazz policy and black 
and white prints of music heroes lining the walls. Vases of 
pink, feathery flower-like things add a dash of colour, while the 
bar staff do the rest by banging out knock-dead cocktails; 
the bar bods here know their stuff, and our advice is to let 
them surprise you with off-the-menu inventions. QOpen 
15:00 - 01:00, Sat, Sun 16:00 - 01:00. PAUEXW

 Jazz Bistro G-4, ul. Piękna 20, tel. (+48) 22 627 41 
51, www.jazzbistro.pl. Bright, modern, airy. Jazz Bistro is 
everything you don't expect of a jazz bar, with a smart-casual 
set of customers picking at food inside an attractive interior 
that could have come from a catalogue. The live perfor-
mances are excellent, and better still, never loud enough to 
completely sink conversation.QOpen 08:00 - 24:00, Sat, 
Sun 10:00 - 24:00. PAUEXW

 Jazz Bistro Gwiazdeczka B-2, ul. Piwna 40, tel. (+48) 
22 887 87 64, www.jazzbistro.pl. Spotless whitewashed 
archways and vaulted ceilings are cheered up by trimmed 
shrubs, and then there's the show-stealing cobble-floored, 
glass covered atrium. Very striking. Live performances most 
evenings. QOpen 10:00 - 24:00. PAEBW

 Jazzownia Liberalna B-2, ul. Jezuicka 1/3, tel. (+48) 
22 635 37 69, www.jazzownia.pl. Set on the corner of the 
old town square this place is decent enough, with a paper 
white interior and busy black-clad staff. The one thing you 
may find missing however is jazz, something of an oversight if 
you're touting yourself as a jazz club. The cocktails aren't too 
clever, either. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. PAEG

 Jazz Point B-4, ul. Złota 59 (Złote Tarasy), tel. (+48) 22 
222 09 10, www.akashia.pl/nasze_restauracje/restau-
racja_jazz_point. They've gone for an upmarket look, with 
padded cream seats, a sushi menu and a sharp, no-nonsense 
design. But it's another Warsaw place that attempts for class 
while forgetting the basics - our beer was rancid, and at these 
prices there's no excuse. A grand looking white piano sits on the 
stage, though it's primary purpose appears to be decorative.
QOpen 12:00 - 23:00, Sun 13:00 - 22:00. PTAUS

 Tygmont B-3, ul. Mazowiecka 6/8, tel. (+48) 22 828 
34 09, www.tygmont.com.pl. Warsaw is drastically short 
on live music venues, but this is the pick of the bunch. Things 
get dark and loud but the weekend jazz performances can be 
memorable as chanteuses take to the stage as smoke swirls 
around them. A cellar location and shadowy coat check guy 
give it all the atmosphere of a speakeasy, but be warned, this 
is for serious music lovers only - we were publicly castigated 
by a hissy pianist for talking. Save on such embarrassing 
situations by nursing a bourbon and staring intensely at the 
floor.QOpen 19:00 - 01:00, Wed, Thu 18:00 - 02:00, Fri 
18:00 - 05:00, Sat 19:00 - 04:00. PAEXW

 Zen Jazz Bistro B-3, ul. Jasna 24, tel. (+48) 22 447 
25 00, www.jazzbistro.pl. The Jazz Bistro brand carries 
on growing - nine in Warsaw - though unlike other chain en-
terprises you won't catch these guys settling for monotone 
replicas of their flagship venture. The latest addition to the 
family is this white-brick venue, where guests recline to jazz 
sounds inside an area decorated with rich chocolate coloured 
fittings. The interiors could be plucked straight from the pages 
of a lifestyle magazine, with velvet jazz sounds proving a 
fitting accompaniment. QOpen 11:00 - 24:00, Sat, Sun 
12:00 - 24:00. (10zł). PTAEXSW

Microbreweries
 Bierhalle D-1, Al. Jana Pawła II 82 (Arkadia Shopping 
Mall), tel. (+48) 601 67 79 62, www.bierhalle.pl. An 
industrial motif prevails in Bierhalle, with giant, tailor-made 
brewing vats, brickwork and pipes springing from every 
corner. The beer is brewed on-site, and presented in frothy 
steins by wenches squeezed into peasant bodices. Our 
favourite is the pils, and it tastes even better when you ask 
for a dash of caramel to be added to your brew. Domestic 
sad cases rejoice, bottles, barrels even, of beer are available 
for takeaway.QOpen 11:00 - 23:00, Fri, Sat 11:00 - 24:00.  
PAUXSW

 BrowArmia B-3, ul. Królewska 1, tel. (+48) 22 826 
54 55, www.browarmia.pl. Warsaw's other microbrewery 
tends to live in the shadow of the more famous Bierhalle, 
and though it fails to share the lively atmosphere of its rival 
Browarmia is by no means second best. There's a decent 
design here, with all the requisite pipes, dials and tanks on 
display, as well as a good menu that trounces the competition. 
More importantly the beer is top standard and all, and best 
imbibed on a seasonal terrace looking onto the revamped 
Krakowskie Przedmiescie. Visit on Monday to get a 30% off 
your brew of choice.QOpen 12:00 - 23:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 - 
24:00. PAUEBXW

Clubs
 Club Capitol B-2, ul. Marszałkowska 115, tel. (+48) 
22 826 85 70, www.clubcapitol.pl. Global recession you 
say? Nobody told the chaps at Capitol, a jaw dropper of a 
venue whose opening confirms north Warsaw's status as 
the official party part of the city. Filled with post-socialist 
bling this venue is immense, and has seen the contents of an 

oligarchs deposit box thrown into a zap, pow, you didn't expect 
that interior. A pneumatic set of breasts should be enough 
to guarantee girls entry, while boys should consider adding 
an arrogant lope to their step and some designer horses 
to their clothes. And the promoters haven't been slouches 
either, having so far secured the appearance of several club 
circuit legends. There's no set opening hours, though it's safe 
enough to assume that if it's a weekend it's open. Q Open 
for specified events, check website for details. PAEW

 Confashion Club B-2, ul. Moliera 2/4, tel. (+48) 22 
692 85 85, www.confashion.pl. Hopes were high when 
this place opened, though in the event it's become just one 
more place for morons to gather and swagger around in a 
self-loving bubble. If you're wondering where all those hor-
rible people who used to drink in Cinnamon used to go the 
answer is here, a bar/club/restaurant attracting media twits, 
showbiz tarts, wannabes and willneverbes. It must be said, 
this place looks good, with a pseudo-industrial edge, and 
some bling city VIP rooms that could have been designed by 
P Diddy himself. But it's a victory for style over substance 
here, and you can't help leaving feeling a little… conned.
QOpen 12:00 - 01:00, Fri 12:00 - 03:00, Sat 17:00 - 03:00, 
Sun 17:00 - 24:00. PAW

 Enklawa B-3, ul. Mazowiecka 12, tel. (+48) 22 827 31 
51, www.enklawa.com. This is where a young, elite crowd 
head to the moment the doors close at Paparazzi. Find pin 
slim girls and office wizzkids trotting down the red carpet in 
the entrance, before opting to drink within an inch of Hades 
inside a two level interior of stone cladding and suspended 
steel tubing. The musical menu suits the bevvied-up out-of-
sync dance moves practiced by the guests, with disco, salsa 
and chart hits getting airplay throughout the week. QOpen 
22:00 - 04:00, Thu 21:00 - 04:00. Closed Mon, Sun. PA

The death of Michael 
Jackson on June 25th 
rocked the world, in-
stantly casting the King 
of Pop into a megastar 
afterli fe inhabited by 
such legends as JFK 
and Princess Di. Poland 
too, shook to the news, 
with impromptu vigils 
and tr ibutes spring-
ing up around most 
major cities. And while 
Jackson only visi ted 
Poland twice, his im-
pact was every much 
the headline hogging 
circus you’d imagine. 
The story is thus: back in 1996, as part of his ground-
breaking HIStory tour, Jacko arrived in Warsaw, playing 
in front of a staggering 120,000 people at Bemowo 
Airport – only his Prague concert drew more through 
the turnstiles. Even by his own standards, this was quite 
some reception, and Jackson took a strange shine to 
Poland returning in May of the following year with a 
spending plan in place. 

Having met President Kwaśniewski for breakfast at the 
Bristol Hotel (Jacko himself was lodged up in the Mar-
riott to prevent prying eyes), MJ revealed his desire to 
invest heavily in the country, with a shopping list that 
involved, among other things, the Bristol Hotel as well 
as a 300 room UNESCO listed castle to serve as a pri-
vate residence. ‘I would love to live here’, Jackson told 
assembled press, before revealing he found the Polish 
people to be, ‘ full of love’. The castle, a 12th century 
effort located by the town of Lubiaz, had once been 
used by the Nazis to produce V2 rockets, and later as 
a Soviet military hospital. Stretching to the equivalent 
of two and half football pitches, and featuring a ten acre 
roof, restoration alone would have cost the pop god a 
hefty $20 million. In the event, as you may have already 
worked out, Jackson’s plan to up sticks to Poland never 
came about, due largely to the failure of a proposed 
theme park to get off the ground. 

Living up to the tag of Wacko Jacko, this second trip 
had more than one purpose. Jackson was here to sign 
a preliminary agreement with Polish officials to build 
a kids theme park, one that would rival EuroDisney 
in scope. Speaking in Warsaw Town Hall Jackson de-
clared, ‘My dream is to appeal to the child that lives in 
the heart of every man and woman on this planet and 
to create something in Poland that is so unique and 
so unusual that it cannot be experienced in any other 
place’. The project, named ‘World of Childhood’, was 
earmarked for Bemowo Airport, and would have seen 
Jackson committing approximately $300 million of his 
own cash. However, just a year after his intentions were 
announced the project hit the skids, primarily due to 
wrangles between the local and national government. 
Faced with opposition from the Ministry of Defence, 
Transport and Interior further agreements stalled, and 
then died altogether, the demise of the development 
becoming a classic ‘what if scenario’, and another 
colourful footnote in the world of Jackson.

Jackson‘s Poland
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 Klubo Kawiarnia B-3, ul. Czackiego (first gate from 
ul. Świętokrzyska), www.klubokawiarnia.pl. Covertly 
hidden down a cour tyard finding Klubo is easier than 
you'd imagine - just follow anyone who looks like they're 
off to get spannered. A DIY spiky haircut is essential to 
fi t in, and while some regulars claim Klubo has lost i ts 
magic we're inclined to disagree. This place seemingly 
fronts for every vice ever invented, and the disjointed 
decor includes posters of Lenin and sofas riddled with 
cigarette scars; this is as far removed from Platinium and 
Cinnamon as you can get.QOpen 22:00 - 03:00, Fri, Sat 
22:00 - 06:00. Closed Sun.

 Luztro C-4, Al. Jerozolimskie 6, tel. (+48) 22 826 
64 72, www.luztro.pl. This place is a human blender: 
squish a few hundred into a dark room, rattle them around 
to some blippy electro, then open the door come noon 
- just watch the mess that seeps out. This is Warsaw's 
premier space for electro, minimal and techno sounds, 
and something of a byword for voluntary brain damage. 
Dark and dir ty this is a place where walls shake and 
every possible space is utilized for dancing. Beer comes 
served in plastic glasses, though judging by the line to 
the toilets - and the lines inside - the stimulant of choice 
certainly isn't liquid. Nights here, especially the Sunday 
morning/afternoon after-party are the stuff of legend, 
and bring together every freak in Poland. On our last visit, 
that meant one chap being led around on a dog leash.
QOpen 23:00 - 08:00, Fri, Sat 24:00 - 14:00. Closed 
Mon, Tue, Sun. PAW

 Mono Bar B-3, ul. Mazowiecka 11a, tel. (+48) 
22 827 45 57, www.monobar.pl. Decorated with a 
Clockwork Orange era design Mono Bar comes dolled up 
in pea green and carrot shades, with big circles imprinted 
on the walls, and retro sofas that wouldn't be out of 
place in a 70s council flat. The crowds cool, with some 
of the demure blondes being too cool for their own ego, 
but they do know how to party and the weekends here 
can be great fun. Disco, funk and house from the decks. 
QOpen 21:00 - 03:00, Fri, Sat 21:00 - 05:00. Closed 
Mon, Sun. PAE

 Opera B-2, Pl. Teatralny 1, tel. (+48) 22 828 70 75, 
www.operaclub.pl. A no-expense spared design mas-
terpiece found in the basement of the National Opera. 
Descend the curving stairwell and all you'll see is boys 
with attitude, dressed in collars up polo shirts, and a heart-
stopping spread of gazelle like girls. If you were wondering 
where the good lookers went, you've found the answer. 
Tread down wood boards and through vaulted tunnels to 
reach the main arena, checking out the numerous side 
rooms on the way; this place was formerly known as Bed-
room, and that's because of the alcoves found shooting 
off in every direction. Each comes decorated with poufs, 
loungers and Persian drapes, and serve as a great spot 
to enjoy illicit activities.QOpen 10:00 - 22:00, Fri, Sat 
22:00 - 06:00. PAUEW

 Pawiarnia (The Peacock's House) H-1, ul. Brz-
eska 16, tel. (+48) 609 48 50 30, www.pawiarnia.
pl. Found on what was once dubbed Warsaw's most 
dangerous street Pawiarnia is more proof of Praga's 
resurgence. Dull nights don't exist here so don't be 
surprised to walk in on tango workshops, jazz nights 
or DJ sets. Scru ffy and ru ffled looking this place is 
a beatnik haven, decorated wi th randomly selected 
furnishings, peacock feathers and the works of local 
ar tists. QOpen 18:00 - 24:00, Fri, Sat 18:00 - 03:00. 
Closed Mon. UEXW

 Platinium Club F-2, ul. Fredry 6, tel. (+48) 22 596 
46 66, www.platiniumclub.pl. Status is every thing 
in Warsaw, and you’ll be awarded plenty of i t i f you can 
wheedle past the gatekeepers at Platinium. Door policy 
is stringent here, mercilessly culling the beasts from the 
beautiful, thus ensuring everyone inside is either rich or 
beautiful – sometimes both. Regarded as Warsaw’s fin-
est club this place, set inside a historic former bank, has 
seen plenty of money spent, with a design that includes 
marble columns, chandeliers and glowing floors. This is 
champagne living, Warsaw style, meaning hot sounds 
from the DJ decks and a riotous party that goes way, 
way late. QOpen 17:00 - 05:00. Closed Mon, Tue, Sun. 
PAUEW

 Space Club D-3, ul. Kolejowa 37/39, tel. (+48) 606 
61 72 28, www.club-space.eu. Warsaw's first bona fide 
‘super club' looks to have taken its inspiration straight from 
the Balearics. Here it's all dazzly lights, low banquettes and 
excellent acoustics to compliment the big name DJs, while 
the setting, bang inside a former metal factory, provides 
an excellent backdrop for the hands-in-the-air masses. 
QOpen , Fri, Sat 22:00 - 06:00. Closed Mon, Tue, Wed, 
Thu, Sun. PAX

 The Eve B-3, Pl. Piłsudskiego 9, tel. (+48) 604 
14 54 62, www.theeve.pl. Run by the same team 
b ehind Pla t in ium, so expe c t a s t r i c t  door cul l  to 
separate the peasants from the players. Aimed at 
the rich and mighty this design masterstroke scores 
points for a varied music policy, and looks like flavour 
of the month among a playboy set convinced they're 
destined for celebri ty.QOpen , Thu 18:00 - 02:00, Fri 
18:00 - 04:00, Sat 20:00 - 04:00. Closed Mon, Tue, 
Wed, Sun.  PAUEW

 Tomba Tomba B-1, ul. Brzozowa 37, www.tomba-
tomba.pl. Six floors, apparently, though it's easy to lose 
count if you've taken whatever it is everyone else has taken. 
Reopened fter a brief disappearance Tomba Tomba have 
returned with a new lick of paint, and the same legendary 
jacuzzi set deep down countless flights of stairs.QOpen 
22:00 - 06:00. Closed Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu, Sun. AX

 Underground Music Cafe B-3, ul. Marszałkowska 
126/134, tel. (+48) 22 826 70 48, www.under.pl. With 
Ground Zero history the Underground club has emerged as 
the top cattle market in town, and heaves with crowds of zitty 
boys, faces stinging from cheap, knockoff aftershave. The 
testosterone level goes off the page here, as lads swagger 
and sway in drunken competition for the sunbed fried tart of 
their dreams. Great for beer monsters and a good laugh, all 
complimented by a design that might have looked futuristic 
20 years back.QOpen 13:00 - 05:00, Mon 13:00 - 04:00, 
Sun 16:00 - 05:00. PA

55 B-4, Pl. Defilad 1, tel. (+48) 507 47 37 90. The 55 
refers to the year the building was completed, not the club. 
Indeed, this is one of the most cutting edge dance floors 
in town, and the one place that gives Luztro a challenge in 
the hedonism stakes. Nowhere near as grotty as its rival 
this haunt features teeth chattering electro sounds, a lively 
crowd and a set of low-slung sofas on which to reassemble 
the brain.QOpen 22:00 - 06:00, Wed 21:00 - 06:00. Closed 
Mon, Tue, Thu, Sun. (9zł). AE

www.inyourpocket.com

Plac Zbawiciela – 
the very name is a 
bit of a misnomer. 
It’s actually more of 
a roundabout, with 
six roads sprout-
ing like spokes from 
the centre. Found to 
the south of War-
saw, intersecting 
Marszałkowska, first signs of development occurred 
around 1880, and in 1901 work commenced on the 
church that would later lend the square its name. 
The outbreak of WWI delayed the completion of 
Najświętszego Zbawiciela Church (Church of the Most 
Holy Saviour), and it was only consecrated decades 
later in 1927. Designed by Johann Christian Schuch 
the twin-towered structure is the defining symbol of 
the square, and today primarily accessed by a set of 
side entrances usually blocked by beggars waving their 
stumps and seeking alms. 

Of course, the whole area was hammered by the 
Nazis, and what you see today is a reconstruction 
of the church. The hal f-wrecked tenements that 
ringed the rest of the square were torn down fol-
lowing the war, and replaced by socialist realist 
residential structures featuring ballustrades on top, 
and colonnades down below. Today many of these 
ground floor units have been subject to an unwitting 
renaissance, and the area has become something of 
a byword in cool – Bastylia is a funky little creperie 
run by lesbians, Izumi rated one of the top sushi 
stops in town, and Coffee Karma a favoured reading 
ground for Warsaw’s cognoscenti. But, outdoing the 
lot is Plan B, a no-holds barred student drinking trap 
that has become the final word in slacker hip – the 
colonades which were once little more than mugging 
turf and impromptu toilet spots now sing to the sound 
of foreign accents, student chat-up lines and edgy 
stencil art. With all that to choose from it’s easy to 
overlook dinosaurs like the Corsa bar and the stained 
looking Vietnamese mega restaurant. In line with this 
general clean-up the centre of the roundabout – once 
just an ugly criss-cross of tramlines – has now been 
turfed over and cultivated, though thankfully the local 
government canned the idea of building a miniature 
replica of the Eif fel Tower in the centre. 

A couple of buildings did survive the post-war bulldoz-
ers however, and these can be spotted at the north 
end. Completely at odds with the rest of the square 
is a frail looking eight floored tenement. Aside from 
housing a meeting spot for Methodists it also contains 
what was for quite some time Warsaw’s only English 
language school under communsm. Across the road, 
sitting between Mokotowska and Marszałkowska, is 
the Renaissance Building. For years this structure was 
nothing more than a shattered set of crumbling walls  
- then the brickies came in and secured the facade, 
and set about adding over 5,000sqm of Class A office 
space behind it. The results are more than impressive. 
And we’re not the only ones bound by the spell of this 
weird little area, the square was recently immortalized 
in film where it played centre stage in the arthouse hit 
Plac Zbawiciela – keep your eye out for it in EMPiK.

Pl. Zbawiciela 
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Adult entertainment
 Euphoria F-3, ul. Marszałkowska 77/79, tel. (+48) 
22 625 20 16, www.euphoria-nightclub.pl. A lame strip 
club with a pair of gorillas on the door, and an admission 
charge that fluctuates with the mood of the cashier. And for 
the star attraction? The girls are by no means hideous, just 
a bit disappointing if you’ve been bred on Sogo etc.QOpen 
21:00 - 04:00. (13zł). PAXW

 Kokomo F-3, Al. Jerozolimskie 53 (entrance from 
ul.Pankiewicza 4), tel. (+48) 22 356 20 16, www.
kokomo.com.pl. One of the most central strip bars in 
Warsaw, though don’t let that stop you taking advantage 
of the Kokomo taxi service. They’ll deliver you to Kokomo’s 
doorstep free of charge, and from there on in it’s your eyes 
that will be doing all the work as they pinball around their 
sockets focusing on the troupe of pin-up bunnies. Two rooms 
to choose from, as well as a well-stocked drink bar serving 
all the concoctions necessary to complete your preview of 
heaven. QOpen 21:30 - 04:00. Admission: varies according 
to what you look like...  PAX

 New Orleans B-3, ul. Zgody 11, tel. (+48) 22 826 
48 31, www.neworlean.pl. The last few months have 
seen New Orleans reinvent themselves, and a trip here 
couldn’t be more different from the stag happy clubs found 
elsewhere on this page. From Monday to Thursday you’ll 
find the girls kitted out in evening dress, with a higher-class 

of punter choosing the girl of his dreams before sitting 
down to a good, intelligent natter. Of course, this being 
a strip club, the removal of the aforementioned evening 
dress is also an available option. At weekends you’ll find 
New Orleans reverting to the more standard formula, with 
girls kitted out in next to nothing, and offering the usual 
hip-grinding action. Now added, a ‘night restaurant’ with 
an ‘erotic’ menu featuring oysters, lobster etc.QOpen 
21:00 - 04:00. PAEXW

 Sogo Club C-4, Al. Jerozolimskie 6, tel. (+48) 22 629 
92 09, www.sogoclub.pl. The demise of Sofia has given 
Sogo a new spring to its step. It seems customers and strip-
pers have abandoned the legendary ‘Bulgarian Embassy’ and 
arrived in Sogo en masse, lending it the laddish, staggish 
atmosphere it’s been so long lacking. Touted as Poland’s 
biggest strip club, nights in Sogo are seriously recommended, 
with private routines getting pleasingly physical.QOpen 
20:00 - 05:00. PA

 Vegas Gentlemen’s Club B-4, ul. Hoża 35, tel. 
(+48) 22 696 82 06, www.vegasclub.pl. Warsaw’s 
newest strip club, and according to some, it’s best. It’s 
certainly the most exclusive. Guests tread down a red 
carpet before slipping past a face check that isn’t keen 
on drunken oafs. One armed bandits, roman pillars, pink 
seats and splashes of neon add the Vegas effect, but the 
real reason you’re here are the girls - ten out of ten, frankly. 
It’s 50 złoty to get in, then 100zł for each dance, and if 
you really want to impress then why not shell out on their 
premium champagne: a snip at 28,000zł. For something 
different check out their special shows held every second 
week, so far there’s been everything from Paris style re-
vue to ‘Rock Night’ featuring the ‘Ramstein girls’. QOpen 
21:00 - 04:00. PAW

Those who visited Warsaw at the start of the decade may 
have lingering memories of a seriously mucky city. With an 
estimated 1,500 brothels in operation the city was giving 
the likes of Prague a run for its money, and establishing a 
reputation as a destination for hair palmed perverts. Then 
along came Mayor (and current President) Kaczynski, a 
one man anti-sleaze machine driven by a zealous desire 
to restore Warsaw’s lost innocence. Total victory remains 
some way off, but have no doubt, Kaczynski’s crusade 
has had a striking impact.

While the choice is no longer what it once was men with 
an alibi and a saucy agenda still have a few options 
to try. Although there is no specific red light district 
you’ll find a small concentration of brothels around al. 
Jerozolimskie, ul. Wilcza and ul. Nowogrodzka. Most of 
these are uncomplicated affairs with five or six girls 
working a shift and prices ranging from 100 to 150 
zeds per pop.They’re simple enough to find, just look for 
the flyers pinned to car windscreens or clogging up the 
gutters. Don’t expect English to be spoken, and don’t 
reckon on being greeted by the sirens pictured on the 
aforementioned flyers.

A-Studio (www.astudio.pl) is the best of the lower bracket 
bunch, and Aisha on Chmielna 10 occasionally surprises 
with some pleasing sights. But, those who can’t keep the 
snake in the cage should consider a couple of important 
points before embarking on a night of sin. Scumbag 
brothels are a dime a dozen in Warsaw. For every A-Studio 
you’ll find ten skanky haunts with bare mattresses and 

sickly girls. STDs are a fact of the trade, and don’t think 
for one jiffy you’re beyond reproach – be careful. Neither 
should you assume the girls are on the game because 
they enjoy rolling around with fat baldies. Poland has a 
shocking record where human trafficking is concerned, 
and it’s not unusual to find Warsaw brothels staffed by 
women coerced into the trade by ruthless pimps. This is 
particularly true of the street scene, which is so dodgy it 
deserves no more comment. 

Those looking for something a little more classy have a 
couple more options. Firstly, hit one of the Go Go clubs. 
All operations will claim their girls are dancers, and 
nothing more. This is a lie. Pretty much all girls will have 
a price – negotiate yourself, but expect to be quoted 
500zł minimum, and watch out for rip-off scams; it’s not 
unusual for girls to pocket the cash before disappearing. 
Alternatively, hit one of the taxis in the suburbs. Most 
drivers will be on commission to deliver customers, so 
don’t necessarily expect your personal Bickle to deliver 
you to the best one. By in large Oaza and Rasputin have 
a decent rep. Prices start from 200zl, and don’t fall 
into the trap of buying ‘champagne for the lady’. Finally, 
check the net. Independent escorts abound, and www.
sexatlas.pl and www.odloty.pl are quality resources 
– but, do exercise patience – getting in touch with some 
of the ladies lasts longer than a diet. Pay a visit instead 
to www.internationalsexguide.com, where the Polish 
forums are alive with the latest despatches from the 
front, as well as pics and maps provided by the more 
committed posters. 

Vice advice
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ESSENTIAL WARSAWHISTORY

Early fortified settlements on the site of today’s Warsaw 
were Brodńo (dating from possibly as early as the 9th 
century) and Jazdów (12th century). History books suggest 
that the Duke of Płock stayed on the grounds of a small 
village called Warszowa after a raid on Jazdów in 1281. In 
the 14th century it became one of the seats of the Mazovian 
Knights, and in 1413 Janusz the Elder made Warsaw his main 
residence, signaling its rise to prominence. In 1526 Warsaw 
was incorporated into the Polish crown and the town rapidly 
grew in size and stature. 

1569 Poland and Lithuania are united and parliament shifts 
from Kraków to the more centrally located Warsaw.

1596 King Sigismund III Vasa moves his court to Warsaw. 

1655 - 1660 sees prolonged warfare with Sweden. 

1700 - 1721 The Great Northern War sees Polish forces run 
ragged by the Swedes and Russians. 

1764 Stanisław August Poniatowski becomes king. His 
finest hour comes in 1791 with the signing of a constitution 
that promises sweeping reforms. Russia invades in 1792 to 
quash the constitution and in 1793 the Second Partition of 
Poland promises the end of the Polish state. 

1795 Austria, Russia and Prussia impose a third partition of 
Poland, effectively ending Polish independence.

1807 Napoleon’s troops enter Warsaw and a semi-
independent Duchy of Warsaw is created. Following the 
collapse of Napoleon’s campaign in Russia, the 1815 
congress of Vienna rules that Warsaw is to come under 
Imperial Russian tutelage, effectively wiping Poland off the 
map for over a century. 

November 23, 1830 An armed uprising in Warsaw takes the 
Russians until September 1831 to crush. 

1863 - 1864 Citizens of Warsaw again try and fail to topple 
the governing Russian government in what becomes known 
as the January Insurrection. Warsaw flourishes for the next 
half a century under Mayor Starykiewicz. 

1918 The end of World War I leads to the collapse of the 
partitioning powers. Polish hero Józef Piłsudski is released 
from detention in Germany and assumes control of Poland. 
Warsaw is once again the capital of an independent 
Poland.

1920 Bolshevik troops invade Poland, but are beaten back 
after the epic Battle of Warsaw, effectively saving post-WWI 
Europe from the Red Army. 

1921 The foundation of the first modern Polish constitution and 
beginning of what is commonly called the 2nd Polish Republic. 

1939 August 23 - The Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact is signed. 
Based around Soviet/German non-aggression it effectively 
carves Poland up between the two. Poland is invaded 
on September 1, with the first gunshots fired on the 
Westerplatte Peninsula in the north, signaling the start of 
WWII. On September 16 the east of Poland is invaded by the 
USSR, and Poland capitulates six weeks later. 

1944 August 1 – Poland’s Home Army launches the Warsaw 
Uprising with the intention of liberating Warsaw from Nazi 
occupation. It ends in defeat two months later with the 
city in ruins. 

1945 January 17 - Soviet and Polish units enter the rubble 
of Warsaw. Total destruction stands at 84%, civilian losses 
are estimated at over 700,000. 

1945 Poland falls under the Soviet sphere of influence 
- business is nationalized; political and religious leaders are 
imprisoned and deported. From 1945 onward Poland falls 
under the Soviet sphere of influence. Business is nationalized 
and political and religious leaders are imprisoned. With much 
of the capital, Warsaw, in ruins, Łódź is used as Poland’s 
temporary capital until 1948. In 1947 the Communists 
consolidate a political monopoly after rigged elections. In 
1955 the Warsaw Pact is created and Warsaw’s Palace of 
Culture is completed. 
 
Władysław Gomułka becomes Poland’s premier in 1956 
and a political thaw begins. Events in Gdańsk are the 
first to rock the system; protesting about plunging living 
standards workers at the Lenin Shipyards call a strike in 
1970, with the army promptly called in to intervene. Bloody 
clashes lead to the deaths of 44 workers, and ultimately 
force Gomułka out of power. The late 1970s witness a 
dramatic drop in living standards and spiraling prices; a 
half-mad economic policy propped up by foreign loans is 
exposed as useless. 1978 sees Cardinal Karol Wojtyła 
elected as Pope and taking the name John Paul II. The 
following year he returns for a nine day tour of his native 
Poland in what is regarded by many as the pivotal point in 
the collapse of communism. Preaching 32 sermons in nine 
days his brief return offers hope and unity to Poles, and 
lights the flame that will later explode in the Solidarność 
(Solidarity) revolution. 
 
1980 A general strike is called in August by the fledgling 
Solidarność trade union, led by shipyard electrician Lech 
Wałęsa. 

1981 Martial law is declared by the Minister of Defence 
General Jaruzelski on December 13. 

1982 Solidarność is outlawed by the government. 

1983 Martial law is lifted in July and most political leaders 
released from prison. Lech Wałęsa receives the Nobel 
Peace Prize. 

1985-88 Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev’s perestroika 
reforms initiate a period of liberalization, though economic 
crisis and popular frustration continue to deepen. 

1989 Following more strikes Solidarność is legalized. Partly-
free elections are held. Solidarność sweeps the elections and 
the Communist regime collapses. 

1990 Lech Wałęsa becomes the first popularly-elected 
president of post-Communist Poland. 

2004 Poland enters the European Union on May 1, 2004 
sparking a mass exodus of young Poles seeking their 
fortune. 

2005 April 2 Following a long battle with illness Pope John 
Paul II passes away. His funeral in the Vatican is attended 
by a million Poles.

2007 Platforma are voted into power, thereby breaking the 
Kaczynski twins hold on power.
Poland is awarded the rights to co-host Euro 2012 along 
with the Ukraine.

Sightseeing and Warsaw don’t usually go together, and the 
blame for that falls on her citizens. While some cities may 
have been happy to wait out Nazi occupation, the Warsaw 
locals were having none of that. The ensuing uprising which 
took place in 1944 would become both the most glorious 
and tragic episode in the city’s history. Doomed from the 
outset the Warsaw Uprising enraged Hitler, and his retribution 
proved swift and brutal. Warsaw was to be wiped from the 
face of the map, and his cronies set about their orders with a 
zealous fury. While Red Army tanks stood stoically stationed 
across the river the Nazis set about blasting western Warsaw 
from the map. Anything deemed of cultural importance was 
dynamited, and whole districts were set on fire. By the time 
‘liberation’ arrived, over 90% of the city lay in total ruin. ‘I 
have seen many towns destroyed, but nowhere have I been 
faced with such destruction,’ commented a visibly moved 
Eisenhower on a later visit to the city. That the city still 
stands at all is tribute enough to the indefatigable spirit of 
the Polish capital.  
Nowhere bore the brunt of the Nazi malice more than the Old 
Town, and it’s here that most tourists will choose to start 
their tour of Warsaw. Using paintings and photographs as an 
architectural blueprint the Old Town was painstakingly rebuilt, 
the reconstruction of the historic centre only completed as 
late as 1962. The areas inclusion on the UNESCO World 
Heritage List speaks volumes for the effort involved, and 
nothing is more striking than the colourful, wonky-looking 
burgher houses that frame the Old Town Square (B1/2, 
Rynek Starego Miasto). 
The historic centre is also home to numerous churches, in-
cluding the striking St John’s Cathedral (B-2, ul. Świetojańska 
8) whose details number the gothic artworks of Wit Stwosz 
as well as the tombs of knights, regents and eminent citi-
zens. Marking edge of old town is the Royal Castle (B-2, pl. 
Zamkowy 4), reconstructed from a pile of rubble at incred-

ible cost between 1971 and 1984. The prescribed tour will 
take you through the Kings’ apartments and chambers, 
heavily adorned with paintings of famous Polish moments. 
Although you’ll find plenty of photographic opportunities in 
and amongst the tight cobbled alleyways save a few shots for 
the viewing platform at the top of St Anne’s Church (B-2, ul. 
Krakowskie Przedmieśćie), and don’t leave the area without 
first exploring the lesser known delights of the New Town. 

There is far more to Warsaw 
than its old town however, 
and one museum that de-
mands to be visited is the 
Warsaw Uprising Museum 
(D-3, ul. Przyokopowa 28). 
It’s here, inside Poland’s best 
museum, that you’ll learn 
about the ci ties doomed 
rebellion against the Nazis in 
1944. Packed with interactive displays, photographs, video 
footage and miscellaneous exhibits this is guaranteed to 
leave a deep mark on all visitors, and will go a long way in 
explaining why Warsaw is far from the architectural pearl 
it once was.

Although the Nazis flattened 
the Jewish Ghetto after a he-
roic uprising in 1943 there are 
still traces of Warsaw’s Jewish 
past, including a remaining 
piece of the Ghetto wall (E-3, 
ul. Sienna 55), a memorial 
where the loading ramp to 
Treblinka once stood (E-1, 
Umschlagplatz) as well as one 
of the largest Jewish cemeteries in Europe (D-1, ul. Okopowa 
49/51). Most recently, a trail marking the Ghetto boundaries 
has been unveiled, it’s course interspersed 21 dual-language 
plaques at sights of specific interest. 

The cities defining landmark 
however has to be the fear-
some Palace of Culture and 
Science (B-4, pl. Defilad 1). 
Looking like something you’d 
see in Ghostbusters the building 
towers at just over 231 metres 
in height - making it the tallest 
and largest structure in Poland. 
Commissioned by Stalin as a 
‘gift from the Soviet people’. 
Completed in 1955, and built 
using an estimated 40 million 
bricks the crowning glory is the 
viewing platform on the 30th 
floor. While it’s the most obvi-
ous, it’s not the only example of the Socialist Realist style, and 
visitors have plenty to marvel at from the everyman residential 
units of Muranow and pl. Konsytucji, to the stern looking block 
that once housed Communist HQ (ul. Nowy Swiat 6). 

Across the river the Praga suburb is undergoing a long due 
revival, and its growing reputation as an artistic haven is 
evident in the cafes that have sprung up along the pre-war 
Zabkowska street. But while the Praga area is breathing 
once more, it still looks shabby. For a glimpse of Warsaw’s 
Imperial beauty head instead to her palaces, in particular 
Łazienki Park and Palace (G-4, ul. Agrykola 1) and Wilanów 
Palace - dubbed ‘The Polish Versailles’ - (ul. Stanisława 
Kostki-Potockiego 10/16). Marcin Białek

 Kalleboo

 gudmd.haralds

 Pawelbak
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Churches
Holy Cross Church (Kościół Św. Krzyża) C-3, ul. 
Krakowskie Przedmieście 3, tel. (+48) 22 556 88 20, 
www.swkrzyz.pl. No Chopinologist can leave Warsaw with-
out first visiting the final resting place of his heart. Added to 
the church in 1882 his heart was sealed in an urn and then 
placed behind a tablet bearing his likeness specially carved 
by Leonardo Marconi. 
Although this serves as the churches key draw there's several 
other features of note to tempt the visitor inside this astonishing 
Baroque creation. The churches history originally dates from 
the 15th century when a small wooden chapel stood on the site. 
Destroyed during the Swedish Deluge of the 1650s construc-
tion on a church to replace it began in 1682, the cornerstone 
being ceremoniously laid by Prince Jakub, son of King Jan III 
Sobieski. Designed by the royal architect, Jakub Bellotti, it was 
completed in 1696 though through time would see numerous 
additions to its shape. The most notable of these would come 
in the following century when Józef Fontana added two Baroque 
crowns to the square-cut twin towers. His son Jakub would later 
extensively refurbish the façade with Jan Jerzy Plersch adding 
elaborate decorative touches to the interior. 

Throughout history the church has played its role in Warsaw's 
glories and calamities. It was here that the last Polish King 
forged the Order of the Knights of St Stanislaus, and it was 
directly outside in 1861 that Russian troops brutally sup-
pressed a patriotic protest. It was this bloodbath that lit the 
touchpaper for the January Uprising of that year. Devastated 
during the Warsaw Uprising in 1944 the church was painstak-
ingly rebuilt at the end of the war and is today a feast for the 
heart, eyes and soul. The organ (built in Salzburg in 1925) 
is the largest in Warsaw, and other points of note include an 
urn with the remains of Nobel Prize winning author Władysław 
Reymont, and tablets honouring various Polish icons includ-
ing poet Juliusz Słowacki and WWII hero Władysław Sikorski. 
QOpen 10:00 - 16:00, Sun 14:00 - 16:00.

Jesuit Church (Kościół Jezuitów) B-2, ul. Świętojańska 
10, tel. (+48) 22 831 16 75. Built at the behest of King 
Zygmunt III Waza's confessor, Piotr Skarga, this lovely little 
Renaissance church was built between 1609 and 1626 for 
the city's Jesuit community. Having had something of a varied 
and colourful history to say the least, it suffered at the hands 
of the Swedes in the latter half of the 17th century, who looted 
it of its entire contents, and even spent time as a storehouse 
during the Partitions. Also known as the Holy Mother of Grace 
Church after the city's patron saint, the church was returned 
to the Jesuits at the end of WWI only to be destroyed by the 
Germans in 1944. Rebuilt between 1948 and 1957, of the few 
remaining original parts of the interior, of particular interest 
is the 17th-century picture of the Holy Mother herself. The 
crypt, which is entered through the bookshop to the left of 
the church, contains the remains of Prince Karol Ferdynand 
Waza and Maciej Kazimierz Sarbiewski (1595-1640), the Jesuit 
priest, poet and court preacher to King Władysław IV. QOpen 
06:30 - 21:00, Sun 07:30 - 21:00.

Military Cathedral 
(Katedra Polowa 
Wojska Polskiego) 
B-2, ul. Długa 13/15, 
tel. (+48) 22 687 77 02, 
www.katedrapolowa.pl. 
Comprising of both the St. 
Francis of Assisi Church 
and monastery and built 
between 1662 and 1663 
by the Piarist friars, the 
extraordinary Military Ca-
thedral, also known as the 
Church of Our Lady Queen 
of the Polish Crown, is the 
capital's main garrison 
church. Having spent time 
as an Orthodox Church, prison, orphanage and a depot for 
German soldiers during WWI, the church was reconstructed 
based on original 17th-century drawings after independence 
in 1918 and became the seat of the field bishop of the Polish 
Army. Again rebuilt after its destruction during WWII, the church 
is now decorated with a peculiar mix of religious and military 
artefacts, including a number of large oil paintings depicting 
the most well known of Poland's battles and uprisings.Q 
Open during mass only. 

St. Alexander's Church (Kościół Św. Aleksan-
dra) C-4, Pl. Trzech Krzyży, tel. (+48) 22 628 53 35. 
Modelled on the Roman Pantheon, this church boasts a 
sculpture of Christ that dates from the 18th century. It 
was here that Allied secret agents met during WWII. The 
church's lower level is used for services for deaf mutes. 
Father Jakub Falkowski, parish priest of St. Alexander's, 
founded the nearby Institute of Deaf Mutes and the Blind. 
Q Open 09:30 - 16:00, 16:30 - 18:00. No visiting during 
mass please.

St. Andrew's Church (Kościół Św. Andrzeja 
Apostoła) A-3, ul. Chłodna 9, tel. (+48) 22 620 37 47, 
www.sw-andrzej.waw.pl. The splendid form of St Andrew's 
Church dominates Chlodna, standing out as an absolute 
jewel among the socialist housing units surrounding it. 
Designed by Henryk Marconi, and built between 1841 and 
1849, this glorious structure was modelled on the Santa 
Maria Maggiore Basilica in Rome. It survived WWII virtually 
in tact, with only the presbytery sustaining damage, and 
has been subject to recent restoration work to brush up the 
apostles that stand on the wings outside. Note the pre-war 
tramlines still embedded in the cobbles outside, as well as 
a stone tribute to Jerzy Popieluszko - the Solidarity priest 
murdered by the security services in 1984; he lived in the 
great big block overlooking the church. Q Open during mass 
or by prior arangement.

St. Anne's Church (Kościół Św. Anny) B-2, ul. 
Krakowskie Przedmieście 68, tel. (+48) 22 826 99 
77, www.swanna.waw.pl. St Anne's survived the war 
with a few token scratches and a collapsed roof, but what 
the Nazis failed to destroy was very nearly demolished by 
a team of incompetent builders - by 1949 the whole church 
threatened to come crashing to the ground. The thought-
less construction of the nearby Trasa W-Z tunnel had led 
to several landslides, resulting in huge cracks appearing in 
the floor of the church. It took a team of 400 people two 
weeks of tireless work to stabilise the undersoil and shore 
up the foundations. Intriguingly, this wasn't the first time 
St Anne's had survived vicious conflict to find disaster 
around the corner. It escaped destruction during the war 
with Sweden (1650-1655) only to be gutted by fire two 
years later, apparently the victim of an arson attack. The 
classicist façade dates from 1788 and is the design of the 
royal architect, Piot Aigner. The interior holds even more 
classicist and rococo details. The view tower is one of the 
best in Warsaw. QOpen 06:30 - 19:30, Sun 08:00 - 22:30. 
No visiting during mass please.

St. Augustines Church (Kościół Św. Augustyna) 
A-2, ul. Nowolipki 18, tel. (+48) 22 838 30 95, www.
swaugustyn.pl. Completed in 1896 this neo-gothic edi-
fice will be familiar to anyone with a keen interest in the 
Holocaust. Situated in the heart of the ghetto the church 
was spared destruction while the streets surrounding it 
were turned into a sea of bricks. It was torched after the 
1944 Uprising, though was sufficiently restored to hold 
its first post-war mass in 1947. Q Open 07:00-13:00, 
18:00-19:30.

St. Benno's Church (Kościół Św. Benona) B-1, ul. 
Piesza 1, tel. (+48) 22 635 70 65, www.swbenon.pl. 
Benno's has a wacky history. King Sigismund III was devotee 
of St. Benno and invited peer priests from Bavaria to Warsaw 
in the 17th century. Their main aim was to support Germans 
living outside their home country. Ironically, in 1944, the 
chapel was blown to smithereens by you-know-who. Rebuilt 
by the Poles in 1958, it now has an interesting interior dat-
ing from 1977.

Tourist Information (Stołeczne Biuro Turystyki) 
B-4, Dworzec Centralny Train Station, tel. (+48) 22 194 
31, www.warsawtour.pl. Also in the Okęcie Airport inter-
national arrivals (Open 08:00 - 18:00) and ul. Krakowskie 
Przedmieście 65 (Open 09:00- 18:00), Rynek Starego 
Miasta 19/21/21a (Open 09:00-18:00), ul. Okrzei 30 (Open 
10:00-18:00, Closed Mon-Fri).QOpen 08:00 - 18:00.

Tourist information

Adventure Warsaw F-4, ul. Piękna 68, tel. (+48) 
606 22 55 25, www.adventurewarsaw.com. Tours of 
socialist and communist Warsaw inside a vintage Nysa 
522. Q Open by prior agreement. 

Guides
Excellence Travel D-6, , tel. (+48) 502 73 43 52, 
www.excellence.travel.pl. Tailor-made, private tours to 
both the city of Warsaw and eslewhere across the country 
by licenced guides. Regular walking tours are offered with 
either a private guide or as part of a group in a multitude 
of languages including English, French, German, Italian, 
Russian and Spanish. Special events such as recitals 
and boat trips can be organised and travel and transfer 
services are also available.

Mazurkas Travel B-1, Al. Wojska Polskiego 27, tel. 
(+48) 22 389 41 82, www.mazurkas.com.pl. QOpen 
08:30 - 16:30. Closed Sat, Sun. Y

Polish Landscape (Pejzaż Polski) E-4, ul. Aka-
demicka 3, tel. (+48) 22 824 39 11, www.polish-
landscape.pl. QOpen 09:00 - 17:00, Sat 09:00 - 13:00. 
Closed Sun.

Trakt B-3, ul. Kredytowa 6, tel. (+48) 22 827 80 69, 
www.trakt.com.pl. Warsaw’s only specialized tour guide 
agency. Tours are available in over 20 languages - includ-
ing sign language - and cover all the major tourist sights 
in Warsaw, including Łazienki and Wilanów palaces, and 
the parliament building. QOpen 09:00 - 18:00. Closed 
Sat, Sun. Y

Warsaw City Tours B-3, ul. Marszałkowska 140, 
tel. (+48) 22 826 71 00, www.lrc.com.pl. QOpen 
09:00 - 19:00, Sat, Sun 09:00 - 14:00.

Tours
Reeling from near total annihilation the post-war years 
saw Warsaw emerge as Europe’s biggest brickyard 
as it struggled to rebuild itself from the ashes. Initially 
the buzzword for architects in the region was Socialist 
Realism, a severe style following strict guidelines from 
a Soviet masterplan. The death of Stalin in 1953 
changed all that and architects looked to the west for 
inspiration, a disastrous move that saw all manner 
of brutalist monstrosities rise from the ruins. The 
competition in Warsaw is fierce, but probably nastiest 
of the lot is the development dubbed ‘the Eastern Wall’ 
(Ściana Wschodnia), a collection of buildings and tower 
block running from Rondo Dmowskiego (B-4) to ul. 
Świętokrzyska (B-3). Architect Zbigniew Karpiński – the 
guy who also designed the bunker like US Embassy on ul. 
Piękna – won the competition to rebuild the area and set 
about remodeling the centre of Warsaw with the zealous 
glee of a complete nutter. Construction kicked off in 1962 
and was completed seven years later, the result being 
four department stores, the Rotunda bank building (see 
Jerozolimskie box), a blockish office building behind it, a 
cinema, and even a nightclub. Towering over it all were 
three residential blocks situated on Swiętokrzyska (85 
metres), Zgoda (87 metres) and Chmielna (81 metres). 
Originally hailed a work of genius the Eastern Wall soon 
became a bit of rusty elephant, crippled and blackened 
with age and neglect. The collapse of communism 
breathed new life into the complex – Poland’s first 
McDonald’s was opened at the Świętokrzyska end of 
the complex (see Eating History), while the office block 
behind the Rotunda temporarily held the title for having 
the largest billboard in the world. More recently steps 
have been taken to polish up the area with shining glass 
frontages added to the department stores, and granite 
floored pedestrian walkways and modern tubular lighting 
added to the section behind the Jerozolimskie end. But 
snoop behind the area around McD’s and you’ll find a 
glorious blast to the past, with smashed pavements, 
useless bare-lit supermarkets and a couple of cafes 
selling ersatz coffee to hunched old men smoking 
cigarettes by the fistful.  

The Eastern Wall
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Pawiak Pr ison 
(Więzienie Pawi-
ak) A-2, ul. Dzielna 
24/26, tel. (+48) 
22 831 92 89, www.
muzeumniepodle-
glosci.art.pl. Built in 
the 1830s to serve as 
a Tsarist prison, Pawi-
ak came to the fore 
during WWII when it 
slipped into the hands 
of the Gestapo. During 
the Nazi occupation 
i t became the larg-
est political prison in 
Poland and saw over 
100,000 inmates pass through its gates. Of this number, 
over 37,000 were executed within the grounds, while a 
further 60,000 were transported to extermination camps. 
Subterranean cells designed to house three people 
were often crammed with anything up to 18 prisoners. 
Dynamited during the German retreat, Pawiak has been 
restored as a memorial to all those who suffered inside, 
and now houses haunting photo displays, prisoners 
belongings and reconstructed cells. A mangled tree, 
preserved after the war, stands outside the gates be-
decked with obituary notices dating from 1944. QOpen 
09:00 - 16:00, Wed 09:00 - 17:00, Fri 10:00 - 17:00, Sun 
10:00 - 16:00. Closed Mon, Tue. Admission free.

Pawiak Prison

Royal Castle (Zamek Królewski) B-2, Pl. 
Zamkowy 4, tel. (+48) 22 355 51 70, www.
zamek-krolewski.pl. More a palace than a castle, 
this building is the pride of Warsaw, reconstructed 
from a pile of rubble at incredible cost between 1971 
and 1984. Much of the furniture was donated by now 
deceased commie buddies such as the GDR and 
USSR, and much of the money for rebuilding came 
from generous donations from exiled Poles. Dating 
back from the 14th century, the castle had been the 
residence of Polish kings, then of the president and 
then the seat of parliament. The prescribed tour will 
take you through the Kings’ apartments and cham-
bers, heavily adorned with paintings of famous Polish 
moments. Maps on the wall reflect Poland’s greatest 
days, when it stretched from the Baltic to the Black 
Sea. Some of the halls are reputed to be intermittently 
haunted by a ‘white lady.’ According to legend her 
appearance signals imminent disaster. The nearby 
chapel boasts an urn containing the heart of Polish 
hero and freedom fighter, Tadeusz Koścuiszko. Next 
on the tour, the Houses of Parliament. Last but not 
least, the opulent Great Assembly Hall has so much 
gold stuck to the walls, i t’s hard to resist the temp-
tation to scratch some off - just a bit, they wouldn’t 
notice. Behave or get accosted by vigilant wardens 
and enjoy the views across the river to the Praga 
district instead. QOpen 10:00 - 16:00, Sun 11:00 - 
16:00. Closed Mon. Last entrance 60 minutes before 
closing. Admission 22/14zł. Sun free. Y

Royal Castle
Anyone who still thinks that Warsaw is a city of concrete 
and cement has clearly never been to the city’s lung, the 
incomparable Łazienki Park (G-4). Quite simply, this glori-
ous, 17th century park, spread over 74 hectares, is one 
of the jewels in Poland’s crown, which might explain why 
half of Warsaw chooses to spend its summer Sundays 
here. Fear not though, for so big is Łazienki that it never 
gives the impression of being crowded, and even on the 
busiest of days you will always be able to find a quiet, 
shady corner somewhere.
Łazienki - meaning baths - takes its name from the Pal-
ace on the Water, originally built in the 17th century as a 
bathhouse. Bought by the last king of Poland, Stanisław 
August Poniatowski, in 1772, the baths were converted 
into a private residence - taking the name Palace on the 
Water - and the grounds formally laid out as a private 
garden by Karol Ludwig Agricola and Karol Schultz. Today 
dotted with palaces and mansions, cafes, restaurants, 
lakes and theatres, there is much to see in Łazienki and 
to make the best of it you should plan to spend close to 
a full day here.
Before packing a picnic and the cricket set however, you 
should note that Łazienki, for all its charms, is further 
evidence of the fact that Eastern Europeans have never 
quite grasped the idea of what parks are actually for. With 
superbly kept grass at every turn, perfect for picnics, pick 
up games of cricket, softball, football or whatever else it 
is people get up to in parks in the western world, Łazienki 
takes a very stern ‘look but don’t touch’ attitude when it 
comes to its lawns. If you don’t believe us, try sitting on 
a lawn and see what happens…

Łazienki Park

St. Casimir's Church (Kościół Benedyktynek 
- Sakramentek) B-1, Rynek Nowego Miasta 2, tel. 
(+48) 22 635 71 13, www.sakramentki.opoka.org.pl. 
Founded by Mary Sobieski, wife of King Jan III Sobieski, to 
commemorate her husband's victory over the Turkish army at 
the Gates of Vienna. The baroque-style church was designed 
by Tylman van Gameren and was completed in 1692. In 1944 
it served as a Polish field hospital, and received a direct 
hit from a German bomb, killing more than 1,000 civilians, 
priests, nuns and soldiers who were sheltering inside. Today 
it has been fully restored and has a charred wooden cross 
as tribute to those who died. Q Open by prior arrangement.

St. Franics Seraph Church (Kościół stygmatów Św. 
Franciszka Serafickiego) B-1, ul. Zakroczymska 1, tel. 
(+48) 22 831 20 31, www.warszawa.ofmconv.opoka.org.pl. 
Completed in 1733 this baroque masterpiece holds the remains 
of St Vitalis; see the glass coffin for yourself by visiting the chapel 
to your left. Many of the religious relics found scattered around 
were donated by Pope Benedict XIV in 1754, and this church is 
also entered in the history books as holding the first free mass in 
Warsaw following the flight of the Nazis. QOpen 06:00 - 20:00. 

St. Hyacinth Church (Kościół Św. Jacka) B-1, ul. 
Freta 10, tel. (+48) 22 635 47 00, www.freta.domini-
kanie.pl. This nice little Baroque church was built by the Do-
minicans between 1603 and 1639 by the architect Joannes 
Italus. Of particular interest inside the predominantly white 
interior is the Chapel of St. Dominic. Paid for by the Kotowski 
family and designed by Poland's greatest late-17th-century 
architect, Tylman van Gameren, the chapel was one of the 
few parts of the church to survive the war. During the Warsaw 
Uprising the church was used as a hospital and was almost 
completely destroyed in 1944. Its current form dates from 
1959. QOpen 07:00 - 19:00. No visiting during mass please.

St. John's Cathedral (Katedra Św. Jana) B-2, ul. 
Świetojańska 8, tel. (+48) 22 831 02 89. Originally built in 
the 14th century, Warsaw's oldest house of worship is steeped 
in history. The last king of Poland, Stanisław August Poniatowski, 
was crowned and buried here, and in 1791 he also declared 
the Constitution of May 3 inside the building. The crypt holds 
the bodies of Henryk Sienkiewicz (writer), Gabriel Narutowicz 
(Poland's first president), as well as various Mazovian knights. 
Other interesting details to look for include the covered walkway 
that links the Cathedral with the Royal Castle. It was added in 
1620 as a security measure following a failed assassination 
attempt on King Sigismund III. As with most major landmarks, it 
was the scene of heavy fighting during the 1944 Warsaw Uprising 
and was subsequently left in a heap of ruins. Rebuilt in pseudo-
gothic style, the interior today boasts the gothic artworks of 
Wit Stwosz. The 18th century bell that was destroyed in 1944 
has since been recovered and glued together, and can now be 
found in the centre of ul. Kanonia. On the external wall by the main 
entrance are fragments of a Goliath - a remote-controlled tank 
used by the German army. Q Open 10:00-12:00, 16:00-18:00.

St. Mary's Church (Kościół 
Nawiedzenia NMP) B-1, ul. 
Przyrynek 2, tel. (+48) 22 831 20 
87 ext. 21,22. Scan the horizon of the 
new town and the chances are you'll find 
your eyes settling on the Gothic shape of 
the Church of the Visitation of St Mary. 
Built in the 15th century on the whim of 
a Mazovian princess this brick beauty al-
legedly stands on the site of an ancient 
pagan place of worship. Extensively 

remodeled over the centuries it was rebuilt true to its original 
form after WWII. Q Open during mass and by prior arangement.

Monuments
Adam Mickiewicz 
Monument (Pomnik 
Adama Mickiewic-
za) B-2, ul. Krakowskie 
Przedmieście 5. Patriot, 
poet and the man who 
inspired Romanticism in 
Poland, Mickiewicz stands 
out as Poland's greatest 
literary figure - as well as 
a figure of hope during a 
bleak age of Russian op-
pression. His involvement 
in politics saw him exiled 
east in 1824 by the ruling 
Russians, before finally 

heading to western Europe in 1829. A bid to return to his 
homeland in 1830 was thwarted at the border, and he never 
saw his native Poland again. 
Much mystery surrounds his life; his role as a national cultural 
icon meaning that much of the seamier side of his life has 
been covered up, including his involvement in strange cults 
and alleged womanising. To this day, even his birthplace 
remains a hot source of argument. Some say Nowogródek 
(Lithuania), others say the nearby Zaosie. A champion of 
freedom, he died during a cholera outbreak in Turkey, 1855, 
while recruiting a Polish legion to fight the Russians in the 
Crimea. Originally buried in Paris, Mickiewicz's body now lies 
in Wawel Cathedral, Kraków. 
His defining masterpiece, Pan Tadeusz, is a beautifully written 
epic portraying Polish society in the 19th century. His statue 
dominates ul. Krakowskie Przedmieście, and traces of bullet 
holes dating from WWII are still visible on the monument.

Aviator Monument (Pomnik Lotnika) E-4, ul. Żwirki 
i Wigury. Fittingly located on the route from the airport one 
of the first sights that will greet visitors as they crawl into 
the city centre is the sight of a lone aviator standing at the 
top of ul. Żwirki I Wigury. The statue actually honours two 
men, Franciszek Żwirko and Stanisław Wigura, Poland's most 
renowned aviation heroes. To list their achievements would 
require an extra page, suffice to say their finest hour came 
when they clinched victory in the Challenge 1932 international 
air contest. That was also to be the year the pair of aces died, 
crashing while on their way to another flying competition in 
Prague. The statue is a replica of the one unveiled in 1932 
on Pl. Uni Lubelskiej. Blown up by the Nazis a faithful copy 
was reconstructed and placed in its current location in 1967.

Charles de Gaulle Monument (Pomnik Charlesa de 
Gaulle'a) C-4, Rondo de Gaullea. Charles de Gaulle is the 
subject of Warsaw's newest monument. Striding away from 
what was once the Commie party HQ, the monument is a gift 
from the French government and can be found on (C-4) Rondo 
de Gaulle'a. A resident of Warsaw in the 1920s, de Gaulle is a 
bit of a hero in these parts for the role he played in The Battle of 
Warsaw in 1920. With Europe in turmoil following the aftermath 
of WWI the Red Army launched a huge military strike, aimed 
at enslaving the rest of Europe. The Bolsheviks expected an 
easy march to Paris, but the Poles has other ideas. With the 
Red Army just 23km from Warsaw Marshal Piłsudski launched 
a deft action to split the Bolshevik forces in two and encircle 
them. The battle raged from August 13-August 25, 1920, with 
the Poles claiming a historic victory in what Woodrow Wilson 
went on to describe as the ‘seventh most important battle in 
history'. The Bolshevik forces were decimated, and Europe 
saved. De Gaulle fought with distinction and was awarded 
the highest military honour in the country, the Virtuti Militari.

THE NUMBER 1 IN POLAND
GUIDE AND TRAVEL

AGENCY PTTK “TRAKT”
Active on the market for 60 years.

We offer guided tours 
in over 23 languages.

Trakt is the only agency in Warsaw authorized to provide guide
services to the top sights in the capital:  Old and New Town, 
Royal Lazienki & Wilanów Palace, Palace of Culture & Science etc.

country

services

PBT PTTK “TRAKT“
00-062 Warsaw, 6 Kredytowa Street
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Cross-monument Pl. Piłsudskiego. Nine metres 
high and made of white granite June 6, 2009 saw the 
unveiling of giant cross on pl. Pilsudskiego. I t was here 
that Pope John Paul II returned to Warsaw for the first 
time after being made pope, and i t was also on this 
spot a candleli t vigil was held when news first broke of 
his death. The inscription is taken from his sermon and 
reads: ‘Let your spiri t come down and renew the face 
of earth, this earth'. Unveiled by Warsaw Mayor Hanna 
Gronkiewicz Waltz and Archbishop Kazimierz Nycz, the 
towering monument was designed by Jerzy Mierzwiaka, 
Marek Kuciński and Natalia Wilczak.

Ignacy Paderewski G-4, Park Ujazdowski. Born in 
Kuryłówka in 1860 Paderewski is fondly remembered 
as a politican, patriot and musician. Having entered the 
Warsaw Conservatorium at the age of 12 he worked as 
a piano tutor after graduation. The death of his wife, just 
a year after they married, spurred him to comit his life to 
music and in 1887 he made his public debut in Vienna. 
His talent was obvious and his growing popularity saw him 
storm both Europe and the States, not just as a pianist, 
but a masterful composer as well. He was based in Paris 
during WWI and it was during this time he became actively 
involved in politics, becoming spokesman for the Polish 
National Committee. With the end of the war he sought a 
return to his homeland where, having played a key role in 
the Wielkopolska Uprising (which saw Poznań merged into 
the newly reformed Polish state), he was elected Poland's 
third ever prime minister. It was he who signed for Poland's 
part in the 1919 Treaty of Versailles, though his fall from 
grace was just around the corner. Many thought he had sold 
Poland short and in the face of growing public discontent 
he resigned from office in December 1919. A short stint as 
Poland's representative in the League of Nations followed 
before he opted to resume his musical career. Aside from 
being a skilled musician, the mop haired Paderewski was 
also a popular public speaker, known for his devastating 
wit. One anecdote recalls him being introduced to a polo 
player with the words: ‘You are both leaders in your spheres, 
though the spheres are very different'. Not one to miss a 
beat Paderewski deadpanned ‘Not so very different, you 
are a dear soul who plays polo, and I am a poor Pole who 
plays solo'. During WWII he became an eminent figure in 
the London based exiled Polish Parliament, though died in 
1941 with the country of his birth still under occupation.

Jan Kiliński Monument (Pomnik Jana Kilińskiego) 
B-2, ul. Podwale. A huge monument honouring Jan Kiliński, 
a Warsaw cobbler who became the unlikely hero of the 
1794 Kościuszko Uprising. Despite being wounded twice, 
Kiliński and his troop of peasants captured the Russian 
Ambassador's Warsaw residence; an action that ultimately 
led to his imprisonment in St. Petersburg. Said to embody 
the Polish virtues of bravery and patriotism, his statue was 
erected in 1936 and originally located on pl. Krasińskich. 
In reprisal for an attack on the Copernicus Monument, Nazi 
troops hid Kiliński inside the vaults of the National Museum. 
Within days, boy scouts had daubed the museum with the 
graffiti ‘People of Warsaw! I am here, Jan Kiliński.' After the 
war the cobbler was returned to his rightful place, before 
being finally relocated to ul. Podwale in 1959.

Józef Piłsudski Monument (Pomnik Józefa 
Piłsudskiego) F-2, Pl. Piłsudskiego. Casting a steely 
gaze over the square named in his honour is a gloomy looking 
Field Marshal Piłsudski, a man many Poles hold responsible 
for winning the country its independence in 1918. Regarded 
as a political and military hero this man did more than most 
to free Poland from the shackles of Russian control; his early 

Next door it’s the Le Meridien Bristol Hotel, long regarded 
as one of Warsaw’s most exclusive hotels. Tread through 
the marble lobby and you’ll learn why; etched in brass by 
reception you’ll find the names of dozens of celebrities 
who’ve stayed here, including Picasso, Nixon and Dietrich. 
An even more interesting story can be found opposite, 
namely inside ul. Krakowskie Przedmieście 13. A superb 
bygone creation the Hotel Europejski closed its doors in 
2006 following nearly 130 years of service. Built on the 
site of a guesthouse called the Gerlach the Europejski  was 
funded by publisher Aleksander Przezdziecki, and inspired 
by the designs he had seen on his world travels. Touched 
up by architects like Henryk Marconi it came to be known as 
Warsaw’s first modern hotel. The hotel, which once greeted 
The Rolling Stones, Robert Kennedy, Marlene Dietrich and 
Indira Ghandi might have closed, but its current owners 
have big plans. The lower floors are already occupied by 
trendy spots like U Kucharzy, and there’s plans afoot to 
develop the upper floors into luxury apartments, offices 
and a prestigious hotel. Heading back on yourself don’t 
miss a quick look in at ul. Krakowskie Przedmieście 15. 
Now home to the Ministry of Culture and Art this is where 
Napoleon met his paramour Marie Walewska at a ball 
held in his honour. 
One thing that won’t have escaped your notice at this 
stage is the preponderance of young people, some of 
them carrying books, others staggering out of bars.  Yep, 
you’ve guessed it, the university is here, its main campus 
lying behind the grand gateway at number 26/28. Dating 
from the 17th century the main building, known as Villa 
Regia, was remodelled and renovated several times, 
before finally being earmarked as the home of Warsaw’s 
new university. Established in 1819 and opened for class 
a couple of years later the uni had a tough time under 
Russian rule. Closed in retaliation for the 1830-31 Up-
rising the university continued to operate underground, 
though by 1859 the Tsar had been placated enough to 
the extent he rubber stamped the creation of a School 
of Medicine. Today, with some 57,000 students on the 
roll call the university stands out as the largest in Poland, 
as well as one of the best - a title hotly contested with 
Kraków’s Jagiellonian Uni. Notable alumni include former 
Israeli premier Yitzhak Shamir, writer Witold Gombrowicz, 
award-winning hack Ryszard Kapusciński, current presi-
dent Lech Kaczyński and poet Julian Tuwim. 
Having failed in your attempt to get as few phone numbers 
from the student body cross the street making a line for the 
Church of the Holy Cross (see p 100). Much has been writ-
ten about this place, so we won’t add anything other than 
make sure you put it on your list of unmissables. Finally, at 
the end of KP, it’s Copernicus himself and his statue has 
also played its part in Warsaw’s recent history.

...Krakowskie Przedmieście

 Urbanlegend

years saw him imprisoned 
in Siberia after being wrong-
fully convicted of plotting to 
assassinate the Tsar, though 
his finest hour undoubtedly 
came in 1920 when he beat 
off the Bolshevik hordes at 
the gates of Warsaw, inad-
vertently saving a battered 
post-war Europe from being 
flooded by the rampant So-
viets. Unveiled in 1995 this 
par ticular monumen is the 
work of Tadeusz Łodziany, 

and Piłsudski fans can view another such monument to the 
man on ul. Belweder.

King Sigismund's Col-
umn (Kolumna Króla 
Zygmunta) B-2, Pl. Zam-
kowy. Built in honour of the 
man who made Warsaw the 
capi tal of Poland, the col-
umn was erected back in 
1664 and stands twenty two 
metres high. During the war 
the column collapsed under 
bombardment and the original 
now lies close to the Royal 
Castle (and is considered 
lucky to touch). The figure of 

Sigismund survived and the new column was proudly re-
erected in 1949.

Monte Cassino Monument (Pomnik Monte 
Cassino) B-2, ul. Długa 52. The Battle of Monte 
Cassino was actuall y a series of four in tense and 
sometimes controversial battles that took place be-
tween January 20 and May 18, 1944, culminating at 
a 1,300-year-old Benedictine monastery on the top of 
the 1,100 metre Monte Cassino in southern I taly. After 
the successful Allied landings in I tal y in September 
1943 a rou te was needed from the Allied posi tion 
nor th of Naples to Rome, and the only way through was 
via the Liri Valley. Blocking the valley was a mass of 
German-occupied hills around the town of Cassino. In-
volving Bri tish, US, French, Nor th African, New Zealand, 
Ghurkha and Polish troops, fierce battles raged against 
the Germans on a slow and brutal advance towards 
the monaster y, whose eventual capture would gi ve 
the Allied forces the access they needed to open the 
road to Rome. At a cost of over 25,000 li ves including 
the deaths by heavy allied bombing on February 15 of 
a number of I talian civilians who were taking refuge in 
the monastery, the final battle ended on the morning 
of May 18 when a reconnaissance group of soldiers 
from the Polish 12th Podolian Uhlans Regiment finall y 
reached what was by then an empty and completely 
devastated monastery. The Battle of Monte Cassino 
paved the way for the Allied advance on Rome, which 
fell on June 4, 1944, two days before the Normandy 
invasion, and is one of Poland's proudest mil i tar y 
achievements. On May 18, 1999, exactly 55 years after 
the event, an 8.5-metre monument designed by the 
Polish sculptor Gustaw Zemła was unveiled in a small 
park by just nor th of the (A-2) Archaeological Museum. 
Resembling the outline of I tal y wi th a number of eerie, 
battle-related elements buil t into i t, the monument also 
features a pair of wings, supposedly representing Nike 
and the Polish Hussars.

Visits to Poland’s most prestigious street, Krakowskie 
Przedmieście, start by the Royal Castle, next to the 
sabre rattling statue of King Sigismund. A popular 
meeting point with lovers and buskers alike we’d sug-
gest you kick off your walk by impressing your date 
with the geeky story behind the escalator. From there 
head to St Anne’s a neo-classical effort that survived 
the war but came within a whisker of collapse when 
work began on the W-Z tunnel running beneath it. The 
1949 tunnel project caused several landslides and it 
took a team of 400 workers two weeks to shore the 
foundations and stabilise the soil. Bt the real hero of 
the hour was Romauld Cebertowicz, a professor who 
invented a way of solidifying the soil by way of direct-
ing electric currents into it. The interiors of St Anne’s 
house numerous intricate details, but the real reason 
for visiting is the ‘taras widokowy’, a viewing platform 
on top of the next door tower. 

Next, make a beeline instead for the Mickiewicz 
monument that honours Poland’s best loved bard. 
This statue was erected in 1898, the centenary of his 
birth. Unveiled at a time of Imperial Russian repres-
sion the very creation of his likeness was regarded as 
something of a bombshell, and over 12,000 patriotic 
Poles turned up to cheer the ribbon cutting. Standing 
just behind is one of the Warsaw’s biggest mysteries. 
Everyone knows the pink building with that great big 
chunk missing from its facade, but what the devil is it? 
Built in 1784 to serve as a travellers inn this mysteri-
ous structure is actually student digs, as well as home 
to a branch of the WBK bank and a music shop. The 
17th century Camelite Church next door is one of the 
original examples of the classicist style to be found 
in Poland, and comes topped off with a sea green orb 
representing the world. 

Next up it’s the Presidential Palace, that fenced-off 
building guarded by stone lions and stern soldiers. 
Construction on it started in 1643 at the behest of 
Stanislaw Koniecpolski, though was only completed 
after his death. It passed into the hands various aris-
tocratic families and in the 18th century became the 
famed venue for lavish society banquets. None were 
more celebrated than the party held to celebrate the 
coronation of Stanislaw II August Poniatowski in 1789; 
over two million zloty was spent on entertaining 4,000 
guests, a sum which must have been unheard of in 
those days. But it was money well spent; Poniatowski 
would prove to be one of Poland’s finest monarchs, and 
the constitution of May 3, 1791, signed on these very 
grounds, is recognized as Europe’s first.

When Poland regained independence in 1918 the 
reconstructed building was  commandeered to serve 
as home to the Prime Minister and his Council of 
Ministers. When Herman Goering visited in 1937 he 
spent so much time pottering around admiring the 
architectural details he was late for his meeting with 
the Polish Foreign Minister. It saw more momentous 
events in 1955, this time when the Warsaw pact – the 
Soviet Union’s answer to NATO – was ratified within 
its walls. In 1989 round table talks between the com-
munists and opposition were held here, paving the way 
for political freedom, and in 1994 it was appointed as 
the official home of the Polish president.

Krakowskie Przedmieście...
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Nicholas Copernicus Mon-
ument (Pomnik Mikołaja 
Kopernika) C-3, ul. Kra-
kowskie Przedmieście. The 
founder of modern astronomy. 
A sheltered academic, he made 
his observations a centur y 
before the invention of the tele-
scope and wi thou t help or 
guidance. His book De Revo-
lutionibus (1530) posited that 
the earth rotated on its axis 
once a day, travelled around the 
sun once a year, and that man's 

place in the cosmos was peripheral. This may seem obvious 
today, but it was an utterly radical idea at the time. 
Although astronomers who propagated his ideas were burnt at 
the stake and the Catholic church placed De Revolutionibus on 
its list of banned books (as late as 1835), there was no turn-
ing back progress. The modern cosmological view - that our 
galaxy is one of billions in a vast universe - is this man's legacy. 
The statue itself was built in 1830 and has seen its fair share 
of adventure. During WWII the Nazi's placed a bronze plaque 
insinuating that the great man was in fact - gasp - a German. In 
1942, a boy scout called Alek Dawidowski, ducked the guards 
and removed the plaque. Boiling with fury, the Nazis removed 
the statue, hid it in Silesia and dynamited a few other surround-
ing monuments for good measure. The statue was recovered 
in the years following the war, while Dawidowski has entered 
Polish folklore as a result of his bravery. The plaque at the cen-
tre of the storm can be viewed in Warsaw's History Museum.

Nike B-2, near Pl. Zamkowy (Trasa W-Z scarp). Just before 
hitting the WZ tunnel that rumbles below the old town visitors 
can't fail but see a giant cast iron statue of Nike: as in the 
Greek Goddess of Victory, not the shoe. Standing with sword 
and shield raised aloft this noble structure is actually officially 
named ‘Monument to the Heroes of Warsaw 1939-1945', 
and remembers the thousands of locals who fought and died 
against nazi rule. The statue made its debut in 1964, originally 
standing on pl. Teatralny. This was before there was any official 
memorial to the Warsaw Uprising, and as such Nike became the 
favoured assembly point for Polish veterans, as well as student 
agitators in later years. In 1999 Pl. Teatralny underwent a well-
deserved facelift and the fearsome Nike found herself forklifted 
over to her current spot where she stands with a watchful eye 
over the cars and buses that gasp too-and-fro.

Syrena  The mermaid is the 
symbol of Warsaw, and as such 
you'll find her likeness on every-
thing from buses to beer cans. 
The legend dates to the time of 
Prince Kazimierz, who allegedly 
got lost while on a hunting ex-
pedition in the area that is now 
Warsaw. Behold, a mermaid 
transpired from the marshland, 
and guided the hapless prince 
to safety by firing burning ar-
rows. Firmly established as an 
icon of Warsaw you'll find three 
mermaid statues in Warsaw, 
specifically on (C-1), Old Town 

Square, (D-2), Świętokrzyski Bridge and on (C-2/3), ul. Karowa. 
The original mermaid - or syrena in local parlance - stands in the 
Historical Museum, and was crafted from bronze by the expert 
hand of Ludwika Nitschowa. Modelling for her was actress 
Krystyna Krahelska, who was mortally injured on the first day 
of the Uprising while working as a field nurse. 

Born in Lodz, 1946, Daniel Liebeskind has gone onto 
become one of the world’s best known architects, with 
projects like the Imperial War Museum in Manchester 
and the Jewish Museum in Berlin to his credit. To many 
though he will be familiar as the man who originally won 
the contract to create the masterplan for the World Trade 
Centre in wake of the 9/11 attacks. Wrangles with other 
architects and developers saw him eventually squeezed 
from that project, though closer to (his original) home 
Liebeskind found himself in charge of the design of Zlota 
44, a landmark 192 metre skyscraper perched between 
the InterContinental and the Palace of Culture. Looking 
not unlike a bendy Arab cutlass the daring glass tower 
was the envisioned home of 251 luxury apartments 
(including a number custom designed by Liebeskind 
himself), a 25 metre stainless steel swimming pool and 
a top floor wooden sundeck. And in spite of an average 
price of 7,000 euro per square metre interest proved 
phenomenal, with packages allegedly snapped up by 
stars such as ski jumping legend Adam Malysz, and 
former national football captain Jacek Bak. All very well 
so far, only no-one appeared to have a clue about the 
financial crisis which was lying in ambush. Work on the 
tower had originally been forecast to finish in 2009, but 
at press time construction had ground to an apparent 
halt. The Orco property group in charge of construction 
has hit choppy waters, and with their value and future 
in serious doubt visitors to Warsaw have nothing more 
to look at than a half-finished, ham-fisted skeleton; a 
fitting epitath to the careless bluster of the noughties. 
When construction will resume remains open to debate 
with rumours that what has already been built may be 
pulled down. The city gods will be hoping for a speedier 
outcome than that encountered by their opposite num-
bers in Krakow; for thirty years the city’s tallest building 
has stood empty, with work abandoned on the 90 metre 
structure the moment communist Poland was plunged 
into economic meltdown. 

Zlota 44 Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier (Grób Niezna-
nego Żołnierza) B-3, Pl. 
Piłsudskiego. The only sur-
viving part of the destroyed 
Saxon Palace. The palace was 
constructed during the 17th 
century though the tomb was 
not added to the complex until 
1925. Eerily, the tomb was the 
only part of the structure to 
survive being dynamited by the 
Nazis. The ashes of unknown 

soldiers from WWII have been fittingly added.

To those deported and murdered in the East (Pom-
nik Poległym i Pomordowanym na Wschodzie) E-1, 
intersection of Bonifraterska, Andersa and Muranowska. 
Dating from 1995, and designed by Maksymilian Biskupski, 
this monument remembers the victims of Soviet aggression 
and all those deported to the wastes of Siberia.

Museums
Adam Mickiewicz Museum of Literature (Muzeum 
Literatury im. Adama Mickiewicza) B-1, Rynek 
Starego Miasta 20, tel. (+48) 22 831 76 91, www.
muzeumliteratury.pl. Find out about the smart Alec who 
inspired Romanticism in Poland. As well as having a number 
of manuscripts and historical artefacts connected with 
Mickiewicz, the museum also has exhibits connected with 
other leading Polish writers.QOpen 10:00 - 16:00, Wed, 
Thu 11:00 - 18:00, Sun 11:00 - 17:00. Closed Sat. Admission 
6/5zł, Sun free for permanent exhibit only. Y

Historical Museum of Warsaw (Muzeum Historyczne 
Miasta Warszawy) B-1, Rynek Starego Miasta 28/42, 
tel. (+48) 22 635 16 25, www.mhw.pl. With over 60 rooms 
packed with scores of fascinating exhibits, Warsaw's amazing 
history museum proves not just a must visit, but a bloody long 
visit. Charting the many ups and downs of the city your trip 
begins with a sobering film that depicts Warsaw's destruction in 
1944. From there the chambers that unravel before you contain 
everything and anything connected with the evolution of the 
city; medieval city maps, royal seals, even a register of plague 
casualties from 1624. A maze-like monstrosity, the museum has 
all the requisite broken pots and old clothing, as well as a great 
collection of paintings showing Warsaw's development through 
the centuries. Interest gathers the more stairs you climb, with 
exhibits numbering curiosities such as pre-war cigarette boxes 
and 90 year old menus from the Hotel Bristol. Your education 
through the life and times of Warsaw culminates on the top floor, 
where a number of chambers are dedicated to WWII (whose 
displays include the plaque placed on the Copernicus monument 
by the Nazis), the post-war rebuilding program and the Solidarity 
movement. QOpen 11:00 - 18:00, Wed, Fri 10:00 - 15:30, Sat, 
Sun 10:30 - 16:30. Closed Mon. Last ticket sold 45 minutes 
before closing. Admission 8/4zł, Sun free. Y

Maria Skłodowska-Curie Museum (Muzeum Marii 
Skłodowskiej-Curie) B-1, ul. Freta 16, tel. (+48) 22 
831 80 92, muzeum.if.pw.edu.pl. Born Maria Skłodowska 
on November 7, 1867, and better known to the world as 
Marie Curie, this small museum inside the building she was 
born in contains a charming homage to the life and work of 
the Nobel Prize-winning physicist. Located in just two small 
rooms, artefacts include many personal effects such as origi-
nal letters and one of Curie's black dresses as well as a small 
collection of scientific instruments and a particularly peculiar 
model of a nuclear power plant. The lady who gave the world 

Gestapo HQ (Mauzoleum Walki i Męczeństwa) 
G-4, Al. Szucha 25, tel. (+48) 22 629 49 19, www.
muzeumniepodleglosci.art.pl. Every bit as disturbing 
as Pawiak is the former Gestapo HQ, found on Al. Szucha 
25. Built between 1927 and 1930, the building’s original 
purpose was to serve as a centre for religious beliefs. In 
1939 it came under control of the Nazi regime, and for the 
next five years became one of the most feared addresses 
in Poland operating, among other capacities, as a brutal 
interrogation centre. The imposing building, currently hous-
ing the Ministry of Education, was left untouched by the 
carnage of war and now also holds a small but sobering 
museum within its bowels. Cells, where prisoners were held 
prior to interrogation, have been left largely as they were. 
Known as ‘trams,’ Poles would be sat on wooden benches 
facing the wall as they awaited their fate. Forbidden to eat or 
sleep, they were compelled to sit motionless in darkness, 
sometimes for days on end. Failure to do so would lead to 
almost certain death. The bullet marks scarring the walls 
tell their own harrowing story. Although the torture cells 
have long since been blocked off, the English language tape 
that the curator plays paints a vivid and repulsive picture. 
Prisoners were subjected to savage beatings, attacked 
with dogs and electrocuted. Those who didn’t co-operate 
would, in some cases, be forced to watch their own families 
being tortured. The office where prisoners would have been 
‘checked in’ also remains, complete with a faded portrait 
of Hitler and battered issues of Wehrmacht magazine lying 
around. Manacles, bullwhips and other sinister instruments 
can also be seen stacked on the bookshelf. QOpen 09:00 
- 16:00, Wed 09:00 - 17:00, Fri 10:00 - 17:00, Sun 10:00 - 
16:00. Closed Mon, Tue. Admission free. Y

Gestapo HQ

The Citadel (Cytadela) F-1, ul. Skazańców 
25 (entrance from ul. Wybrzeże Gdańskie), tel. 
(+48) 22 839 12 68, www.muzeumniepodleglos-
ci.art.pl. First off a tip. The entrance to the Ci tadel 
is on Wybrzeze Gdanskie and is not that easy to find. 
Once you get there you discover a complex buil t in the 
wake of the 1830 November Insurrection, and com-
missioned by Tsar Nicholas I to serve as a for tress 
for the occupying Russian garrison - and as a political 
prison and execution ground. Housing as many as 
16,000 troops, the main purpose of the ci tadel was 
to deter and quash any patriotic movement within 
the ci ty. Of the 40,000 prisoners who have passed 
through i ts gates, familiar names include national 
hero Józef Piłsudski, communist agi tator ‘Red’ Rosa 
Luxembourg and Feliks Dzierżyński - the monster 
who would progress to become head of the Russian 
secret police. As well as being a supreme example of 
19th century for tress archi tecture, the 36 hectare 
si te has several points of interest. The labyrinth of 
tunnels and prison cells have been well preserved 
and contain numerous exhibi ts, including paint-
ings, prison relics and firearms. Outside find a Nazi 
bunker dating from 1940, a symbolic cemetery, and 
The Gate of Execution - i t’s here that Polish heroes 
Traugutt and Dąbrowski were executed in front of a 
crowd of 30,000 in 1864. QOpen 09:00 - 16:00. 
Closed Mon, Tue. Last entrance 30 minutes before 
closing. Admission free.

The Citadel
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Polish Army Museum (Muzeum Wojska Polskiego) 
C-4, Al. Jerozolimskie 3, tel. (+48) 22 629 52 71, www.
muzeumwp.pl. The chronological history of the Polish army 
is presented in a series of gloomy rooms. Suits of armour, 
crossbows, muskets, medals and paintings pack this mu-
seum, though the absence of English-language explanations 
mean you'll learn next to nothing. The room at the end is 
dedicated to Poland's role in WWII, with specific emphasis 
on the Warsaw Uprising. Curiously, the best part of the 
museum is actually free of charge: the outdoor collection of 
20th century weaponry includes an array of tanks, missiles, 
aircraft and rocket launchers. QOpen 10:00 - 16:00, Wed 
10:00 - 17:00. Closed Mon, Tue. Last ticket sold 30 minutes 
before closing. Admission 10/5zł, groups over 10 people 4zł 
per person, Wed free. Guided tours for up to 30 people 60zł.

R a i l w a y  M u s e u m 
(Muzeum Kolejnictwa) 
E-3, ul. Towarowa 1, tel. 
(+48) 22 620 04 80, www.
muzkol.pl. Two large rooms 
full of working and static mod-
els of classic and modern 
trains, large train sets, a dis-
play case full of guards' hats 
from all over the world, a nice 
display of cable car-related 
paraphernalia and a huge 
collection of old engines in all 
possible conditions through 
the door in the room on the 

right. Heaven if you like this kind of thing, appallingly pointless 
and depressing if you don't, especially as nothing is in English. 
QOpen 10:00 - 17:00, Mon 10:00 - 14:00. Admission 10/6zł. 
Children under 7 free. Mon free.

The Armoury - Archeological Muzeum (Arsenał- 
Państwowe Muzeum Archeologiczne w Warsza-
wie) A-2, ul. Długa 52, tel. (+48) 22 504 48 00, www.
pma.pl. Housed inside the city's former Royal Arsenal, this 
somewhat infuriating museum was opened in 1923 and looks 
like it hasn't been touched since. Tracing the history of the re-
gion through the use of some nice recreations of early dwellings 
and the usual skeletons and pots, the two floors that make up 
the museum do, it must be said, possess one of two rather 
good things to see, and better still, English descrptions have at 
long last been added to some (but by no means all) displays. 
The entrance incidentally is tucked away conveniently on the 
far (northern) side of the building. QOpen 09:00 - 16:00, Sun 
10:00 - 16:00. Closed Fri. Admission 8/4zł, Sun free.

Ujazdowski Castle (Museum Of Modern Art/
CSW) (Centrum Sztuki Współczesnej Zamek 
Ujazdowski) G-4, ul. Jazdów 2, tel. (+48) 22 628 12 
71 ext.125, www.csw.art.pl. Completed in a baroque style 
in 1730, Ujazdowski was gutted by fire during WWII. Though 
the original walls and foundations remained structurally 
sound the communist authorities decided to tear down the 
shell of the building with the intention of building a military 
theatre on the site. Common sense prevailed and the 1970s 
saw Ujazdowski rebuilt following its original style. Used as a 
military hospital in the years leading up to the war, it now has 
three large exhibition halls dedicated to showcasing the very 
best of contemporary art inside the wonderful Ujazdowski 
Castle; find a wild mix of the good, the bad and the ugly, 
featuring the work of Poland's leading contemporary artists. 
Worthy and undoubtedly necessary, the gallery also houses 
a very good bookshop and a café. QOpen 12:00 - 19:00, Fri 
12:00 - 21:00. Closed Mon. Last entrance 30 minutes before 
closing. Admission 12/6zł, Thu free.

so much, including the chemical element polonium, named 
after the country of her birth, died in Savoy, France, on July 4, 
1934, the victim of leukaemia, which she is believed to have 
contracted during her many years of dangerous research. 
QOpen 09:30 - 16:00, Tue 08:30 - 16:00, Sat 10:00 - 16:00, 
Sun 10:00 - 15:00. Closed Mon. Admission 10/5zł. Group 
ticket for more than 5 people 12/6zł with film per person.

Museum of Asia and Pacific (Muzeum Azji i Pa-
cyfiku w Warszawie) B-1, ul. Freta 5, tel. (+48) 22 
635 28 11, www.muzeumazji.pl. Not the sort of museum 
you'd expect to find in the middle of Poland. Nevertheless it's 
a fascinating place full of art, swords and religious artefacts. 
QOpen 12:00 - 18:00, Tue, Wed, Thu 10:00 - 20:00. Admis-
sion 5/3zł, Thu free.

Museum of Caricature (Muzeum Karykatury) B-2, 
ul. Kozia 11, tel. (+48) 22 827 88 95, www.muzeum-
karykatury.pl. One of the only ones in the world. Has thou-
sands of cartoons, caricatures, satirical drawings and other 
side-splitting stuff. QOpen 11:00 - 18:00, Thu 11:00 - 20:00. 
Closed Mon. Admission 5/3zł, Sat free.

M u s e u m  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e  ( M u z e u m 
Niepodległości) B-2, Al. Solidarności 62, tel. (+48) 
22 826 90 91, www.muzeumniepodleglosci.art.pl. 
Rather ironically, the museum that charts Poland's struggle 
for freedom was home to the Lenin Museum during communist 
rule. Celebrating Polish patriotism, the museum covers all the 
key dates of Polish history, including the 1794 Kościuszko 
Uprising, the 19th century insurrections, Piłsudski's return to 
Poland, WWII and the rise of Solidarity. Among the 48,000 ex-
hibits are objects recovered from WWII concentration camps, 
and some wonderful displays of Socialist Realist artwork. 
QOpen 10:00 - 17:00, Sat, Sun 10:00 - 16:00. Closed Mon. 
Last ticket sold 30 minutes before closing. Admission 5/3zł. 
Groups over 10 people 2zł per person. Sun free. Y

National Museum (Muzeum Narodowe) C-4, Al. Je-
rozolimskie 3, tel. (+48) 22 621 10 31, www.mnw.art.pl. 
Located inside a huge and decidedly bizarre inter-war building, 
Warsaw's National Museum is a must for anyone visiting the 
city. Dating from 1862 and operating under its current name 
since 1916, among the huge array of permanent exhibitions, 
highlights include some wonderful pieces from world antiquity, 
a wealth of delightful 15th-century Dutch and Flemish paintings 
and several galleries of Polish art from the 16th century onwards, 
including some of the best work by the country's leading early 
20th-century artists such as Witkiewicz, Makowski and Szczep-
kowski. Also on display are some fine examples of furniture and 
decorative arts inside the Gallery of Polish Decorative Art.Q 
Open Tue 10:00-17:00, Wed, Thu 10:00-16:00, Fri 12:00-21:00, 
Sat, Sun 12:00-18:00. Closed Mon. Ticket prices: permanent 
exhibitions 12/7zł, entire museum 17/10zł. Y

One piece of lost Warsaw that is set to rise again is the 
Saski Palace, formerly located in the grounds of Saski 
Park (B-2). Originally the residence of the Morsztyn fam-
ily the building was purchased by King Augustus II and 
substantially enlarged and used by both him and his 
successor, Augustus III. Off-topic, but nevertheless worth 
airing, amateur historians will delight in learning that 
Augustus II sired 12 children by different women, while 
his successor managed to match the number, only this 
time staying loyal to his wife in the process. 
Back on track, when Augustus III passed away (shagged 
out most likely) the building fell into disuse before being 
rented out for accommodation. Between 1806-1816 the 
Prussians established Warsaw Lyceum on the premises, 
and conflicting evidence suggests that Chopin either lived 
there for a time, or that his father taught French in one 
of the outbuildings. Extensively remodelled in 1842 the 
Palace finally assumed its best known shape in 1925 
when the Tomb of the Unknown soldier was added to 
the series of colonnades used to link the two wings 
together. Serving as the seat of the Polish General Staff 
after WWI it was here that the German Enigma Code 
was first cracked by local science boffins. WWII signalled 
the end of the Palace and it was flattened by retreating 
Nazi troops, with only the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 
surviving the blasts. 
But the story continues. In a rare act of foresight the city 
of Warsaw has decided to cover the 201 million złoty cost 
of rebuilding Saski Palace. Budimex Dromex have been 
awarded the tender to undertake the work and the façade, 
thanks to blueprints made available by the Central Military 
Archive, will look just like it did in 1939. It’s not known 
what will occupy the space, with ideas ranging from a 
Museum of Polish History to an institute dedicated to 
the thoughts of Pope John Paul II. Completion is set for 
2010, though so far building work has not entirely gone 
to plan. Although sappers failed to find any undetonated 
devices, builders have since come across over 10,000 
rare archaeological finds including baroque sculptures, 
secret tunnels, ancient wells, German helmets and wine 
glasses bearing August III’s monogram. The one problem 
being that no provision was made for discoveries of this 
scale, meaning that many of the treasures recovered 
have since corroded after being incorrectly stored. Right 
now it’s hard to imagine what it will look like when com-
pleted, but don’t let that stop you from approaching the 
fence and waving at the workmen. Having successfully 
distracted Poland’s finest then head into the park, one of 
the oldest public parks in the world, and home to a sundial 
from 1863 and a fountain from 1855. 

Saski

 Wilanów Palace (Pałac w Wilanowie) ul. 
S.K. Potockiego 10/16, tel. (+48) 22 842 81 01, 
www.wilanow-palac.art.pl. Wilanów gets its name 
from the Warsaw borough in which Wilanów Palace 
is located. First mentioned in the 13th century as 
Milanów, the then tiny village changed hands several 
times before being bought in the 17th century by 
the famil y of Stanisław Leszcz yński. Leszcz yński 
began building a Palace here, but the project was 
halted by the Deluge and the subsequent capture 
and plundering of the region by the Swedes. In 1676 
the abandoned Milanów was bought by King Jan 
III Sobieski, who ordered a new Palace to be buil t. 
Originally called Villa Nova (New Village), the name 
was soon polonised to the one it’s known by today. 
With numerous additions over the centuries by i ts 
subsequent aristocratic owners, the Palace, park 
and surrounding ensemble of buildings represent 
the height of Polish Baroque and is one of Poland’s 
greatest national treasures. Confiscated by Poland’s 
post-war Communist government, Wilanów, seriously 
looted and partially damaged by the Germans during 
WWII, was painstakingly renovated during the 19 0s 
and early 1960s and opened its doors to the public 
in 1962. The first museum at Wilanów was opened 
in 1805 by the Palace’s owner at the time, Stanisław 
Kostka Potocki. The current museum, which takes 
up a substantial portion of the Palace’s astonishing 
interior, is a jaw dropping safari of extravagance and 
opulence, providing a remarkable insight into the li fe 
and culture of the former Polish ruling classes. Wander 
through room upon room of delights including some 
superb examples of traditional Polish coffin portraits, 
suits of armour, Etruscan vases, a room featuring 
magnificent frescoes uncovered during restoration 
work after the war, residential rooms, an exceedingly 
rare 18th-century glass grandfather clock and even a 
private chapel. With the aid of one of the museum’s 
English language audio guides it’s possible to spend 
a good couple of hours here. The Palace fills with 
schoolchildren during the week and tourists at the 
weekends, and there’s no best time to visit. You may 
also have to bite your lip and be patient if a tour group 
is occupying one of the rooms you particularly want 
to have a look at. QOpen 09:30 - 16:30, Sun 10:30 
- 16:30. Closed Tue. Last entrance 90 minutes before 
closing. Admission 16/12zł. Sun free. Park and Orangery 
5/3zł. Sun free. Guided tours for up to 10 people 200zł. 
Please book in advance.

Wilanów Palace

Polish Army Museum
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 Old Town (Stare Miasto) B-1/2. When US General 
Dwight Eisenhower visited Warsaw immediately after the 
war he was moved to comment, ‘I have seen many towns 
destroyed, but nowhere have I been faced with such destruc-
tion’. Buried under twenty million cubic metres of rubble the 
city resembled a shattered shell; over half the population had 
been killed, and 85% of the city razed to the ground. The Old 
Town had been hit with particular Nazi efficiency, and by the 
time the Red Army rolled across the river it was little more 
than a smouldering heap of bricks. To their credit the Capital 
Reconstruction Bureau chose to rebuild the historic centre, 
a painstaking process that would last until 1962. Using pre-
war sketches, paintings and photographs the Old Town was 
carefully rebuilt, though only at the considerable expense of 
Poland’s ‘recovered territories’. Szczecin, for instance, was 
coerced into demolishing many of its historic buildings in order 
to ‘donate’ an estimated 27 million bricks to the Warsaw 
rebuilding program. So too Wrocław, which at one stage was 
sending a staggering one million bricks to Warsaw per day; 
‘He who loves Wrocław, loves Warsaw as well’ pined a pro-
paganda tune of the era. But forget the other cities, look at 
the results in front of you. Although it’s barely half a century 
old Warsaw’s historic quarter is an architectural miracle, and 
a breathing tribute to a city that refused to die. 

Most visits to the Old Town begin on plac Zamkowy, and if 
you’re Polish then right under the statue of Zygmunt. There 
isn’t a more popular meeting spot in the city, and there’s 
not a minute of the day when the steps to the statue aren’t 
besieged by dating couples or banjo playing irritants. Erected 
in 1644 by Zygmunt III’s son, Władysław IV, the twenty two 
metre column was originally designed by Italian architects 
Augustyn Locci and Constantino Tencalla, and the figure of 
Zygmunt ranks as Poland’s second oldest monument - beaten 
into runners up spot by the Neptun Fountain in Gdańsk. Lo-
cal legend asserts that Zygmunt rattles his sabre whenever 
Warsaw is in trouble, an occurrence that was first reported 
during the 1794 Kościuszko Uprising and again during WWII. 

One fact that can’t be disputed is his good fortune. With the 
Warsaw Uprising in full swing the column took a direct hit from 
a tank shell and came crashing down. Amazingly Zygmunt 
survived, losing only his sword, and he was returned to a new 
perch in 1949. The column he fell off is still knocking around 
as well, and you can find it lying on its side spitting distance 
from the Royal Castle. 

Moving forward head down Świętojańska to run a gauntlet of 
buskers, ice cream queues and shoe shine boys. Somewhere 
amid the melee you’ll spot the Cathedral (see Churches), well 
worth popping into, not least to check out the Baruczkowski 
Crucifix - a 16th century cross renowned for its mysterious 
powers. Famed in particular for its crypt this neo-Gothic 
masterpiece also contains artworks courtesy of Wit Stwosz, 
as well as tank tracks on the exterior wall recovered from a 
remote-controlled German tank used to attack the cathedral 
in 1944. The overall effect is quite something, so it’s no 
surprise many people bypass the Jesuit Church right next 
door, a super renaissance building described in detail in our 
Churches section. 

It’s hard to believe that by the end of 1944 all before you 
was just a skeletal set of ruins, but that’s exactly what it 
was. Evidence of this can be viewed on ul. Zapiecka where 
some black and white photographs show aerial views of the 
war time devastation. The Old Town’s subsequent inclusion 
on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 1980 is remembered 
in the form of some cobbled stones set into the ground. As 
tempting as it is to make a beeline for the main square, the 
Rynek, save yourself for now. Head instead down ul. Piwna, 
or Beer Street as it translates. Although there’s no evidence 
of the 15th century breweries that once thrived here you will 
find a couple of half decent hostelries, though the real reason 
many visit this street is for a glimpse of St. Martin’s Church 
on ul. Piwna 9/11. This place was utterly annihilated during 
the war, and the only fragment to survive was a half-burned 
figure of Jesus. Since its inception the church has always 
been linked with theological and political dissent, and this 
was never more true than in the period of Martial Law, when 
Solidarity supporters would convene here for both worship 
and secret meetings. As with the rest of Old Town, the real 
beauty of Piwna lies in the details - check out the elaborate 
paintings and gargoyles that peer from the facades, and don’t 
miss the portal at number 6. Known locally as Pod Gołębiami 
(and housing a ‘restaurant’ of the same name), this place 
acquired its name after the war, when a batty old woman 
settled in the ruins and made it her calling to look after the 
flocks of pigeons that stalked around the post-war debris. 

OLD TOWN

and screen. Culture vulture or not, don’t miss the chance to 
visit the Historical Museum of Warsaw (see Museums). Not 
only will you come away with an encyclopaedic knowledge of 
the city, but you might even end up trading blows and insults 
with one of the curators who snoops in your wake. 

Back outside take time to slalom past the parasols and beer 
umbrellas to check out the centre of the square. In the 15th 
century this was occupied by a town hall, though this was 
pulled down in 1817 and never replaced. Instead, today you’ll 
find a couple of water pumps dating from the 19th century, 
as well as Warsaw’s best loved monument - Syrenka. Cast in 
1855 this mermaid’s form graces every bus, tram and coat 
of arms you’ll find in the capital. You’re also liable to run into 
a platoon of street artists. Most famous of the lot is Piotr 
Bol, a weird, cloaked little man who plays one of Europe’s 
last music boxes with a parrot alongside him. But for real 
comedy gold check out the mime artists who stand in frozen 
posture - a few years back one such chap, dressed as a 
monk, collapsed after a marathon booze binge leaving his 
giant genitals exposed to the world. 

Leaving the square head down ul. Kamienne Schodki. Not 
only is this the longest stairwell in Old Town, it’s also where 
Napoleon stood in 1806, pensively staring eastward on the 
eve of his campaign on the plains of Russia. From here walk 
south down ul. Brzozowa until you reach the grassy bank that 
offers sweeping views of the River Wisła. Known as Gnojna 
Góra (Compost Hill), this small knoll once served as the town 
rubbish dump, and at one stage was also renowned for its 
healing properties - this is where the stupid rich would come 
to be buried up to their necks in rubbish in a supposed cure 
for syphilis. Doesn’t work, we’ve tried. 

Head back towards the Old Town by walking towards ul. 
Dawna, whose trademark blue archway is one of the most 
picturesque sights in the city. Finally, conclude your epic walk-
ing tour by swerving onto ul. Kanonia. Once a graveyard, this 
small little square features a cracked cathedral bell recovered 
from the war time debris, as well as what is touted as the 
worlds narrowest house at number 20/22. Close by note 
the covered walkway linking the cathedral to the castle. This 
was built after a failed assassination attempt on Zygmunt 
III. The King escaped unmolested, but the hapless hitman, 
Michal Piekarski, found himself skinned alive, stretched by 
four horses and then chopped into pieces with an axe. And 
on that happy note, consider your tour at an end.

OLD TOWN

Stay on the left flank of the Old Town to check out the area 
around ul. Piekarska and ul. Rycerska. This area was for-
merly home to a small square used primarily for executions. 
Nicknamed Piekarka this is where witches and other ne’er 
do wells would be burned at the stake, hung or have their 
heads lopped off. Marking the end of Piekarska, just outside 
the old city walls, check out the sword waving figure of Jan 
Kiliński (see Monuments), a legendary Polish patriot and a 
hero of the 1994 Kościuszko Uprising. The man who gave 
his name to that Uprising, Tadeusz Kościuszko (the same 
lad who would fight with distinction in the American War of 
Independence, and would later have Australia’s highest peak 
named after him), lived at Szeroki Dunaj 5. This wide street 
was formerly home to Warsaw’s fish market, while the street 
running at a 90o angle, Wąski Dunaj, was the towns original 
Jewish Quarter back in medieval times. Set in a white arched 
building at the end of this street is Pub 14 (see Nightlife), a 
dark, multi-floored bar which has proved the undoing of more 
than a couple of student types. Directly behind the wall, and 
onto Podwale, you’ll find one of Warsaw’s most photographed 
landmarks; The Monument to the Little Insurgent. Depicting 
a boy weighed down by a machine gun and outsized helmet 
the monument honours the memory of the child soldiers who 
fought and died in the 1944 Warsaw Uprising, and it’s not 
rare to find the bronze statue surrounded by school groups 
on their day out to the capital. 

Follow Podwale as it curves northwards, and if you’re feeling 
peckish at this stage search the radar for signs of Podwale 
Kompania Piwna at number 25 (see Where to Eat). Resem-
bling a typical European beer hall this place is an absolute 
legend, with servings of meat and cabbage practically fork-
lifted onto tables. At this stage it’s fair to say you’ll probably 
be feeling like a python who swallowed a pig, so waddle with 
great care and attention to the Barbakan building, making sure 
to avoid those annoying street dudes who’ll try and lead you to 
their executioners block to have your pic snapped. Crowning 
the set of defensive walls which once protected the city is the 
Barbakan, a fearsome rotund structure that dates from 1548 
and was apparently the work of a Venetian architect. Today it 
serves as a bridge between Old and New Town, and is also 
the hangout of choice for teenagers drinking super-strength 
lager. In summer tours of the interior are available, and well 
worth the look if you don’t have an aversion to confined 
spaces. Interestingly, the moat that pins the Old Town in is 
another relatively recent addition to Warsaw. The original 
ditch was filled in back in the 18th century when the defences 
became obsolete, and the walls were incorporated into the 
dense tangle of townhouses that mushroomed up around. 
Fragments of these forgotten defences were unearthed in 
1937, and a decade later, with Warsaw in ruins, architects 
took the decision to restore and expose these ancient walls. 

It’s at this point you’ll find your nose pointing straight down ul. 
Nowomiejska, a street revered for Warsaw’s best ice cream - 
you’ll spot the shop in question when you note the queue that 
often stretches out the door. Continue forward to reach the 
Old Town Square (Rynek). No matter how often you see it, it 
can’t fail to leave you breathless. The burgher houses that 
line the square are particularly striking, with many boasting 
intricate details on the facades. Measuring 90 metres by 
73 this square is Warsaw’s defining highlight, and presents 
unlimited ways to squander your money - tourist junk stores, 
crappy restaurants populated with stuffed animals, and even 
a strip club right on the corner. One place that is worth pop-
ping into, even if it’s just to steal the cutlery, is U Fukiera at 
number 27. The culinary tradition here dates from 1810 when 
the Fukier family turned this place into Warsaw’s top winery. 
Today the restaurant is in the hands of the Gessler’s, and 
their guest list reads as something of a Who’s Who of stage 
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Whether you hate them or really hate them, you have to give 
them their due; the mock executioners who stalk around 
the Barbakan picking out victims do a pretty proficient job 
of deterring people from walking any further. So maybe it’s 
them, or maybe it’s because the name just doesn’t promise 
much, either way Warsaw’s New Town (Nowe Miasto) doesn’t 
see half the foot traffic of Old Town. Positively empty at times 
this is one of Warsaw’s true unsung glories, and a delightful 
afterthought if you’ve just spent the afternoon spending 
money on useless trinkets in Old Town to the south. 

The New Town refers to the area just north of the Barbakan walls, 
and just because the area makes use of the word ‘new’ don’t think 
for a moment you’re in for another drab, damp corner of Warsaw. 
The settlement took root around the 15th century, essentially 
catering for the overspill of people in Old Town. Unprotected 
from invaders it was here that the poorer element took quarters, 
namely the artisans, tradesmen and other miscellaneous classes 
not wealthy enough to afford frilly clothes. This was directly 
reflected in the buildings, many of which were only converted from 
timber into stone as late as the 18th century. Known for its wide 
streets, sprinkling of churches and raft of bars the New Town was 
the scene of ferocious fighting during the 1944 Warsaw Uprising, 
and while the reconstruction work was not nearly as meticulous 
– or authentic – as Old Town, it still makes for an interesting tour 
for would be adventurers. 

Your walk should begin at the gates of the Barbakan, itself 
rebuilt after the war using bricks spirited from the city of 
Wroclaw. This can be found at the junction of ul. Nowmiejska 
and ul. Podwale (B-1). Map refs A-1 and B-1 in our guide covers 
everything mentioned in this tour.  Avoid the aforementioned 
hooded executioners by making a beeline for ulica Mostowa 
to your right – you could stop for quick refreshment at the 
Pod Barbakanem Milk Bar, though it’d probably be wise to 
ponder why students have nicknamed this place Cockroach 
first. Set on a cobbled hill Mostowa once led to Warsaw’s 
first bridge. Built in 1573 the wooden effort was, according to 

some sources anyhow, the longest in Europe at the time. This 
essentially became Warsaw’s link to the outside world, and 
the fact that the street was the first in Warsaw to be paved 
reflects its importance. Defending it from nasty invaders was 
imperative, and so it was that the Mostowa Gate was built at 
the bottom. Known as the Stara Prochownia (Old Gunpowder 
Store), the gate – originally constructed in 1581 – was first 
used as a fortress. Later it would function as a gunpowder 
store, before being turned into a dank 17th century prison. 
Rebuilt after the war the building has functioned as a 
theatre since 1965, and is known for its edgy repertoire. 
While walking back to where you came from do take time to 
check out the buildings lining Mostowa. Take for example 
the building at number 2. Here you’ll find a plaque honouring 
some teenage combatants who died during the war – nothing 
unusual in that, so you’d think, but look closer and you’ll see 
the tablet was added during Stalin’s time, hence the Soviet 
stars in the corners. Considering the Polish contribution to 
the war was all but brushed over by the Kremlin this is quite 
a rarity. Some of the houses can also be noted for their 
wall mosaics, and they don’t get much better than Zofia 
Kowalska’s effort on the corner of number 9. 

As you reach the top o f 
Mostowa you’ll find pointing 
your nose directly at the Church 
of the Holy Spirit (Nowomiejska 
23). This place has had bad 
luck in spades. The original 
wooden effort was burnt to a 
cinder by the Swedes in 1655. 
The locals couldn’t afford a 
new one, so King Kazimierz 
donated the plot to the Pauline 
monks of Częstochowa. They 
rebuilt the church in baroque 
style following designs by Jozef Piola, completing their work 
in 1711, and since then it has become custom for locals to 
make an annual pilgrimage to Czestochowa from this very 
spot.  The stairs were added in 1845, and soon after so was 
Warsaw’s smallest house – right on the corner on Długa 1. The 
whole lot was destroyed during the war, but rebuilt – itsy bitsy 
house included. Today it functions as a pokey kiosk, and you 
won’t find a more historic place to stock up on your smokes. 
Even better, look directly opposite this house on Długa and 
cast your eyes two floors up to see a super little wall painting 
of an owl peering from the wall. 

Your advance down Freta will come to a standstill straight 
away, namely at the Church of St. Jacek. Construction on this 
paper white marvel started in the early 17th century, though 
was disrupted by plague. In the true spirit of show business 
the show had to go on, and the monks continued preaching 
to the sore-ridden masses through holes in the wall. Today 
the chancel includes fragments of 17th century tombstones 
that were smashed during the wartime destruction. 

Swiftly on, amid the galleries and antique stores you’ll find 
Marie Curie’s birthplace at number 5 (see page 102). This 
has now been turned into a museum to honour the lass who 
discovered Radium and Polonium. If you’re in the museum 
mood then make time for the Asia and Pacific Gallery at 
number 5, an exotic diversion that will remind you just how 
brass monkey cold it is outside. Continue moving forward until 
you come to the main square, Rynek Nowego Miasta. This 
was originally mapped out in 1408, and between 1680 and 
1818 held a town hall standing at the centre. This whole area 
was completely destroyed during the war, and the rebuilding 
project was put into the hands of Mieczysław Kuźma and his 
team of budding architects. 

Reconstructed between 1952 and 1957 they followed the 
original street plan, but unlike Old Town, not the actual style of 
the buildings which once stood. Instead what you’ll find today 
is an interesting collection of pseudo-townhouses, many of 
which are decorated with murals and reliefs. Only the house on 
the corner of Freta and the square looks like it should, with the 
design directly swiped from a Canaletto recovered after the war. 
The cast-iron well you see dates from the 19th century, and was 
scavenged from the ruins and unveiled in 1958. 

Looking down the far end of the square you’ll come across 
the domed Church of St Kazimierz, and you’ll get an idea 
of the restoration work involved when you move your frame 
inside – on the notice board, surrounded by ecclesiastical 
gossip, you’ll see a picture of the wreck that stood here in 
1944. Originally designed by Tylman van Gameren in 1688 
this place served as a field hospital during the Uprising. A 
direct hit on August 4, 1944, took the lives of four priests, 35 
nuns and over 1,000 insurgents sheltering inside. Dug from 
the debris were a charred wooden cross, 18th century organ 
and bell, and the tombstone of Karolina Sobieska de Bouillon. 
Maria Zachwatowiczowa took charge of the reconstruction, 
basing her project on design blueprints dating from the 1930s. 

From here follow your compass round the corner – head down 
the street directly to the right of St. Kaz to reach St. Benno’s, 
a cute gem of a church originally built to serve Warsaw’s 
German community. Napoleon and his cronies expelled these 
Redemptionists in 1808, and from then on the church served 
as a civil building. That it was once a German place of worship 
did nothing to save it from the Nazis, and it too found itself 
being bombed to fragments. Reconstruction began in 1955, 
and it was finally consecrated on June 22, 1958 – the 150th 
anniversary of the expulsion of the original monks. Carry on 
down ul. Piesza and you’ll find yourself in front of Warsaw’s 
finest church – The Church of the Visitation of the Virgin Mary 
(Przyrynek 6). Built in 1411 this red brick wonder has been 
meticulously reconstructed, and its shaded courtyards and 
gardens are among the most romantic in town; walk behind 
it for views of Warsaw’s right bank and other Sleepless in 
Seattle moments.  

Flap the map around to get 
your bearings, then head to 
ul. Kościelna. An interesting 
side trip is a quick exploration 
of the street leading to the 
square – here you’ll find some 
fantastic Socialist Realist 
housing, complete with fine 
intricacies; check out the surrealist clock at number 6, or the 
fox above the doorway of number 25. Back onto Kościelna, 
and the chance presents itself to really pamper yourself. 
Warsaw’s best hotel, Le Regina, is at number 12, and this 
is the ultimate Rolls Royce of boutique living. Things hot up 
once more on reaching the crossroads of Kościelna and 
Zakroczymska – look at the bullet marks left on the corner. 
Facing you is the Church of St Francis Seraph, and though 
it’s always locked whenever we walk past we’ve heard this is 
just the place to break into if you wish to view a glass coffin 
containing the bony remains of St. Vitalis. It also enters 
these pages on account of being the first church to hold 
mass following the Nazi flight. 

Turn up your collar and keep on walking, your exploration 
hasn’t finished just yet. At Zakroczymska 6 stands the 
Saphiehów Palace, completed in 1746 to the sketches of 
Jan Zygmunt Deybl. Baroque in some sections, rococo in 
others, this pinkish looking palace served as residence for 
the Lithuanian Sapieha family, before briefly operating as a 
rather gay looking barracks. Maria Zachwatowiczowa was in 
charge of the rebuilding, and her feminine touch is evident in 
the busts balanced on top. Originally these depicted men, 
now you’ll find some of them modelled on her daughters. 

If there’s helicopters hovering in the air and lots of men 
biting each other that’s because there’s a match down the 
road. Polonia Warszawa play on Konwiktorska, and their 
stadium merits attention for the fact that for nearly half a 
decade the local side were unwittingly playing on a pitch with 
several unexploded bombs buried beneath it; little wonder the 
players seemed reluctant to run around. Follow Konwiktorska 
to your right until you reach a tiny side street, ul Edwarda 
Fandamińskiego, named after one of the Ghetto fighters 
who perished during the Jewish Uprising in 1943. Beyond the 
graffiti and weeds you’ll soon come across ul. Wojtowska to 
your left, and one of Warsaw’s most underrated pieces of 
public art – a fountain with a bear on top waggling his bum 
in the air. What does it mean, we’ve no idea, but it sure looks 
good. And with that your whistle stop tour comes to a close. 
A bit of nifty map work takes you back to ul. Freta, and from 
there the opportunity to reward yourself for being a diligent 
tourist by drinking in one of the many hostelries.



102

Warsaw In Your Pocket warsaw.inyourpocket.com

103

October - November 2009warsaw.inyourpocket.com

JEWISH WARSAW

By the time Hitler chose to expand Germany’s territories 
under the odious excuse of providing ‘living space’ for the 
German people Warsaw’s Jewish population numbered 
350,000, and was expanding at such a rate that, in 
the words of historian Norman Davies, it ‘seemed to be 
heading for an absolute majority’. Neither pogroms nor 
the occasional boycott on Jewish businesses deterred 
Jews from settling in the Polish capital and only New York 
could boast a larger Jewish community. Yet within six 
years of occupation Warsaw’s thriving Jewish scene was 
all but wiped from the map, over 90% perishing both in the 
Ghetto that would imprison them and the gas chambers 
of Treblinka. 

To trace Warsaw’s Jewish history one must track back to 
the 14th century. Although anti-semitism was by no means 
rare Poland was seen as a relative safe haven by many 
Jews, and it continued to draw in settlers forced into flight 
by more discriminatory regimes elsewhere. By the inter-war 
years the Jewish population had made significant contribu-
tions to the social, political and cultural fabric of Poland, 
a contribution that would eventually be extinguished by 
the monstrous racial policies of the Nazis, and that today 
exists only in memory. When Warsaw fell following a brief 
yet brutal siege the cities ancient Jewish population were 
damned to destruction.

Originally the Nazis had earmarked the eastern suburb 
of Grochów to serve as a ghetto, but bureaucratic and 
logistical difficulties meant that by 1940 the easy option 
was used, and Jews were forcibly penned into an area that 
already housed the majority of the cities Jews. On March 
27, 1940, the Judenrat, a Jewish council answerable to the 
Nazis whims was ordered to build a wall around the area, 
and a resettlement deadline of October 15 was handed 
to the cities Jews. Failure to move into the assigned area 
was to be punished by death. Spanning 18 kilometres and 
enclosing 73 of Warsaw’s 1,800 streets the area was 
carved into a ‘small’ and ‘big’ ghetto, the two linked by a 
wooden bridge standing over ul. Chłodna. Today a small 
memorial wall opposite café Chłodna 25 marks this spot. 
From the beginning conditions were harsh; recovered Nazi 
files show that while ethnic Germans were granted a food 
allowance totalling 2,613 calories per day, Jews and other 
groups deemed ‘sub-human’ were expected to survive on 
184 calories. Unsurprisingly a black market supported 
by a smuggling network ran rife, some 80% of the food in 
the ghetto supplied through illegal means. Still it was not 
enough and as the noose tightened starvation became the 
principal enemy. In 1941 over 100,000 died in this way, their 
bodies often left to rot in the streets and gutters.

Of the 800 ghettos scattered around the Third Reich 
the Warsaw one was the largest, and also the deadliest. 
At its zenith the approximately 380,000 people found 
themselves squashed into the ghetto, with an average 
of eight people to a room. Yet amid this sea of suffering 
a remarkable social scene flourished, as proved by the 
meticulous ghetto diaries kept by Emanuel Ringelblum. 
Although murdered by the Nazis in 1944 after his hiding 
place was discovered Ringelblum, an intellectual and 
social activist, kept volumes of notes documenting the 
day-to-day li fe of ghetto inhabitants. Ten metal boxes of 
his archives were discovered in the ruins of the city in 
1946, and are today regarded as the definitive resource 
of this period in Jewish history. It is from his painstak-
ing notes we learn of the soup kitchens and charities 
that existed, of the musical concerts and cabarets and 
the fi fty or so underground newspapers that circulated 
amongst the masses. 

The illusion of a self-contained cruel but surviving parallel 
world was shattered in 1942 when the Germans re-ignited 
their interest in the total annihilation of the Jews. The Wansee 
Conference of January 1942 rubber stamped plans for the 
final solution to the Jewish question’ and on July 22 the first 
deportations to death camps had began. Over the next few 
weeks around 265,000 Jews were harried to a waiting area 
known as Umschlagplatz, from which they were loaded into 
cattle wagons destined for the Treblinka gas chambers. A year 
later a new action to thin the ghetto was launched, and by April 
1943 a final push to completely liquidate the biggest ghetto 
was put into swing. For too long the Jews had been limited 
to passive resistance, now with rumours circulating about 
death camps a band of ill-equipped insurgents faced up to 
the full weight of the Nazi military machine. Led by Mordechaj 
Anielewicz the Jewish Fighting Organization (ŻOB) launched 
what would be recorded as the Ghetto Uprising on April 19, 
1943. Numbering a few hundred the Jewish fighters continued 
their dogged resistance against elite German and Ukrainian 
forces, but faced with heavy artillery and even Stuka Dive 
Bombers it was to be a doomed struggle. Vicious street-to-
street, house-to-house battle ensued, insurgents often burnt 
out of their boltholes with flamethrowers and gas. On May 8 
German forces surrounded the principal command post of the 
rebels on ul. Miła 18. Rather than face capture Anielewicz and 
his cabal opted for mass suicide, a fate also chosen by Szmul 
Zygielblum, a Jewish member of the Polish Government-in-exile 
based in London. Addressing allied leaders in his final note 
Zygielblum rounded on their perceived indifference towards 
the fate of Poland’s Jews before taking his own life. By May 16 
the Uprising was over, with German commander Jurgen Stroop 
moved to announce in his report to his superiors ‘The former 
Jewish quarter of Warsaw is no longer in existence’. 

With the fighting over the rest of the ghetto was levelled, and 
its inmates either sent to Treblinka or assigned to Gęsiówka 
(ul. Gęsia), a small concentration camp where their duties 
would involve clearing the rubble and ruins that formerly con-
stituted the ghetto. It is estimated that some 15,000 Jews 
survived the war hiding out on the Aryan side, but with the 
war over and the vitriolic anti-Zionist policies of the post-war 
government the majority sought a new life in Israel. Today 
Warsaw’s Jewish population is estimated to stand at 2,000 
and efforts are underway to gradually reintroduce the city’s 
hollowed out Jewish culture.

A. Paginska

JEWISH WARSAW

What to see
Jewish Cemetery (Cmentarz Żydowski) D-1, 
ul. Okopowa 49/51, tel. (+48) 22 838 26 22, www.
beisolam.jewish.org.pl. In spite of sporadic disrepair and 
neglect, this remains a beautiful and poignant place to visit. 
The cemetery was originally founded in 1806 and currently 
houses around 250,000 tombs. Amongst those buried here 
are Ludwik Zamenhof, inventor of the ill-fated language Es-
peranto. Donations for the upkeep of the cemetery can be 
made to the Citizens Committee for the Protection of Jewish 
Cemeteries and Monuments of Culture in Poland, tel. 022 
827 92 21. QOpen 10:00 - 17:00, Fri 09:00 - 13:00, Sun 
09:00 - 16:00. Closed Sat. From November open Mon-Thu 
from 10:00 till dusk. Admission 8zł.

Jewish Historical Institute (Żydowski Instytut 
Historyczny im. Emanuela Ringelbluma) B-2, ul. 
Tłomackie 3/5, tel. (+48) 22 827 92 21, www.jhi.pl. A 
chilling recollection of Polish Jewry and the only institution in 
Poland focusing entirely on the study of the history and culture 
of the Polish Jews, this amazing building houses permanent 
and temporary exhibits relating to secular and religious Jew-
ish life in the country from its beginnings to the annihilation 
of the Jews in Poland during WWII and beyond. As well as an 
excellent bookshop, the institute’s museum, opened in 1948, 
features a large interactive display in the entrance hall that 
allows its users to find out about Jewish life in any part of 
the country, the extraordinary Warsaw Ghetto 1940-1943 
exhibition, religious treasures, an archive and a small cinema. 
Particularly poignant is the collection of photographs taken in 
the Warsaw Ghetto by Heinz Jost, a German innkeeper who 
served in the German army and whose almost snapshot-style 
photographs speak volumes about the place and the time. 
Essential visiting. QOpen 09:00 - 16:00, Thu 11:00 - 18:00. 
Closed Sat, Sun. Last entrance 30 minutes before closing. 
Admission 10/5zł. Guided tours 130zł. Y

Monument to the 
G h e t t o  H e r o e s 
(Pomnik Bohaterów 
Getta) A-1, ul. Za-
menhofa. Designed by 
Natan Rappapor t, the 
monument pays tribute 
to the heroes of the 
Ghetto Uprising of 1943. 
Found between (E-1) ul. 
Anielewicza, Zamenhofa, 
Lewartowskiego and Kar-
melicka it here that the 
heaviest fighting took 
place. In an ironic quirk, 

the stone cladding on the monument was originally ordered 
from Sweden by Hitler for a victory arch.

N o ż y k  S y n a -
gogue (Synagoga 
Nożyków) E-3, ul. 
Twarda 6, tel. (+48) 
22 620 43 24 ext. 121, 
www.warszawa.jew-
ish.org.pl. Built between 
1898 and 1902 in a neo-
Romanesque style, this 

was the only Warsaw synagogue to survive the ravages 
of war. It was fully restored between 1977 and 1983. Now 
open for worship. QOpen 09:00 - 19:00, Sun 11:00 - 19:00. 
Closed Sat. No visiting during services. Groups of more than 
ten should reserve in advance. Admission 6zł.

Traces of the Ghetto  Following the Ghetto Uprising 
the whole area was levelled so few traces remain. I f you 
duck into the courtyard at (E-3) ul. Sienna 55 you will 
see a remaining part of the ghetto wall complete with 
a commemorative plaque. Possibly the only street that 
survived the maelstrom of 1943 is the depressing ul. 
Próżna (F-2). The tenement houses were buil t between 
1880 and 1900 and were once home to Warsaw’s thriving 
Jewish community. Once a bustling street full of traders 
and hardware stores it now lies forlorn and neglected; 
a haunting epitaph to the past. Somewhat impressively, 
however, the local government have decided to honour 
Warsaw’s Holocaust history by introducing a ‘ghetto trail’. 
Developed with the help of the Jewish Historical Institute 
the route has seen the boundary of the former Ghetto 
outlined on pavements, as well as the appearance of 21 
dual language information boards positioned in places of 
particular interest - eg, the spot where a wooden bridge 
once connected the ‘small’ Ghetto with the ‘big’ Ghetto. 
To follow the trail pick up a map from the info point on 
Sienna 55.

Umschlagplatz E-1. Found on ul. Stawki (E-1), close to 
the intersection with ul. Dzika, Umschlagplatz is a bleak, 
slightly disappointing monument marking the spot where 
around 300,000 Jews were loaded on cattle wagons 
bound for Treblinka. The Nazi commandant in charge of 
the deportations lived directly opposite on ul. Stawki 5/7. 
Lying between Umschlagplatz and the Monument to the 
Ghetto Heroes lies the legendary monument labelled Miła 
18 (note: this is not the address where you can find the 
monument). Essentially no more than a symbolic grassy 
knoll, i t marks the spot from where the Ghetto Uprising 
was directed.

Willy Brandt Statue A-2, Skwer Willy Brandta. On 
December 7, 1970 images were flashed across the world 
of German Chancellor Willy Brandt knelt in pensive apol-
ogy in front of Warsaw’s Monument to the Ghetto Heroes. 
Popularly known as the ‘kniefall’ the spontaneous gesture 
was to become a symbol of reconciliation between east 
and west, with Brandt later confessing, ‘under the weight 
of German history, and carrying the burden of the millions 
who were murdered, I did what people do when words fail 
them.’ A monument commemorating his landmark act was 
unveiled 30 years later in the north east corner of the 
park that houses the Monument to the Ghetto Heroes. 
Made of brick, and featuring a brass relief designed by 
Wiktoria Czechowska Antoniewska, the monument was 
unveiled by a delegation that included Brandt’s widow, 
Danzig-born author Gunter Grass, Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroeder and Polish Prime Minister Jerzy Buzek. The 
square in which it is located has also since been named 
in honour of Brandt.

Decades of apathy and lack of funds have meant 
that until now Warsaw has had little with which to 
commemorate its Jewish heritage. That looks set to 
change with the opening of the Museum of the History 
of Polish Jews, a state-of-the-art multimedia exhibit 
that will chronicle the 1,000 year presence of Jews in 
Poland. Opening was initially planned for 2008, though 
this being Poland it helps to add a couple of years onto 
any construction project. Take a look at what you can 
expect when the museum finally takes root at the English 
language website found at www.jewishmuseum.org.pl.

Coming soon?



104

Warsaw In Your Pocket warsaw.inyourpocket.com

105

October - November 2009warsaw.inyourpocket.com

WARSAW UPRISING

the Poles continued the fight on two fronts, with segments 
of Chopin aired every 30 seconds by radio to let the outside 
world know that Warsaw was still Polish. However the human 
cost was starting to mount; the merciless bombardment 
had claimed the lives of over 50,000 Varsovians, the Royal 
Castle lay in ruins, and supplies of food, power and water had 
reached critical levels. With Allied aid not forthcoming, and a 
humanitarian disaster looming large, the capital finally raised 
the white flag on September 28th. To bring the Polish heroics 
into perspective, Paris, defended by the largest standing army 
in the world, took just nine days to fall.

Occupation
Hitler arrived in Warsaw for his one and only visit to the 
Polish capital on October 5th, inspecting a victory parade 
on (C-4) Al. Ujazdowskie before scuttling off for a reception 
at the Belvedere Palace. I f his pre-war rants hadn’t been 
ominous enough, the Polish public were about to learn just 
what a nutcase this man really was. ‘The Fuhrer’s verdict 
on the Poles is damning’, wrote Goebbels shortly after 
Hitler’s stopover, ‘More like animals than human beings, 
completely primitive, stupid and amorphous’. 

Hitler carved Poland into pieces – parts were annexed 
into the Reich, other areas – Warsaw included – found 
themselves under the General Government of Hans Frank, 
an expert chess player and fanatical Nazi: ‘I f I had to put 
up a poster for every seven Poles I shot, the forests of 
Poland would not be sufficient to manufacture the paper’, 
he is said to have bragged. His rule was textbook despot, 
both brutal and bloody, and it was under his suggestion 
that Ludwig Fischer was appointed governor of Warsaw, 
a post he would hold right until 1945. Fischer was more 
bureaucrat than butcher, yet nonetheless it was under his 
authority that Warsaw became a city of blood. 

The racial politics of the Reich were pursued with active 
intent, with whole swathes of the city set aside for Ger-
mans only. The largest Ghetto the world has ever seen 
was constructed to the north, and Warsaw was marginal-
ized in importance and earmarked as a town whose true 
purpose would be to soak up refugees expelled from Aryan 
territories to the west. Chopin disappeared from his plinth, 
Copernicus and his statue were awarded German identity, 
and the Polish community alienated from their own city. 
Daily rations were set to 669 calories (184 for Jews), and 
it’s estimated that a quarter of the population were only 
saved from starvation by the appearance of emergency 
soup kitchens. But worse was to follow; from 1943 the 
Gestapo were granted carte blanche to shoot people on 
mere suspicion of wrongdoing, and street roundups and 
public executions became a daily occurrence. This wasn’t 
so much a city under occupation as a city under tyranny.  

WARSAW UPRISING

August 1, 1944. Warsaw, subject to five years of fascist he-
gemony, rose up in popular rebellion in what would go on to be 
recorded as the largest ever uprising in the German occupied 
territories. With German morale in ribbons, a retreat from 
Warsaw in full swing, and the Red Army already on the east 
bank of the Wisla, no time seemed better than the present. 
Following close contact with the Polish government-in-exile, 
and assurances of Allied aid, the Home Army (Poland’s 
wartime military movement a.k.a the Armii Krajowy or AK) 
launched a military strike with the aim of liberating Warsaw 
and installing an independent government. 

In the event the Red Army made no concerted attempt to 
help the Poles, while promises of Allied support proved 
largely empty. As for the Nazi hierarchy, they reacted with 
blind rage to this stroke of Polish insolence, and what en-
sued was an epic 63 day struggle during which the Home 
Army faced the full wrath of Hitler. The most notorious 
chapter of Warsaw’s history was about to be written. 

Outbreak of War
At 4.45am, September 1, 1939, shots were fired from 
German gun emplacements positioned inside the light-
house at Danzig Neufahrwasser found in what was then 
known as the Free City of Danzig (today Gdansk). Object 
of the aggression was the mili tary garrison stationed on 
the Polish controlled Westerplatte Peninsula, and within 
minutes the German battleship Schleswig Holstein joined 
the bombardment, inadvertently kicking off a conflict that 
would last six years and cost 55 million lives. 

Approximately an hour after Westerplatte the capital itself 
came under aerial bombardment; waves of Stuka dive bomb-
ers swooped on the capital in what can only be described 
as one of the world’s first ever terror bombings – hospitals, 
schools and market places were all deemed legitimate 
targets, while columns of fleeing refugees were strafed from 
the air. Within a week German land forces had reached the 
city limits, though any thoughts of a swift lightning victory 
were quickly rebuffed. An opening tank assault on Ochota 
was fended off, with the German’s losing 80 tanks from an 
attacking force of 220. Spurred on by the stirring broadcasts 
of Warsaw Mayor Stefan Starzynski the defenders dug in for 
siege, fighting street by street and inch for inch. A German 
demand for surrender on September 14th was rejected, 
and in spite of claims of triumph in the German press the 
city fought on, civilians and military alike joining together in 
a desperate attempt to ward off the invaders. 

Warsaw’s fate, and indeed Poland’s, was sealed days later 
on the 17th of September when the Soviets invaded from the 
east thereby fulfilling their part in the Nazi/Soviet Molotov-
Ribbentrop pact.Even so, with the odds stacked against them 

The Uprising
With such a malignant machine in force i t’s li t tle sur-
prise Poland gave bir th to Europe’s largest resistance 
movement. Even still, wi th the war moving towards i ts 
closing stages i t was far from obvious that the resis-
tance would abandon i ts par tisan tactics and launch a 
bona fide mili tary assaul t on the Nazis. By July, 1944 
the Red Army led by Marshal Rokossovsky had reached 
the Wisla, and on July 22 a panicked Fischer ordered the 
evacuation of German civilians from Warsaw; sensi tive 
papers were torched and destroyed, trains screeched 
west wards to Berl in and al l  th e signs su g gested 
l iberation was bu t days away. German in tell igence 
was aware that an uprising was possible, yet nothing 
seemed clear cut. Fischer’s appeals for 100,000 Poles 
to present themselves to work on anti-tank defences 
were ignored, as were broadcasts reminding the Poles 
of their heroic battle against Bolshevism in 1923. Ten-
sions increased wi th Red Army leaflet drops urging 
Varsovians to arms, and were fur ther exacerbated on 
July 30th wi th a Soviet radio announcement declaring, 
‘People of the capi tal! To arms! Strike at the Germans! 
May your million strong population become a million 
soldiers, who will drive out the German invaders and 
win freedom’. Still, like boxers prowling the ring, each 
side appeared locked in a wai ting game, so much so 
that German mili tary despatches on the afternoon of 
August 1, 1944 concluded wi th, ‘Warschau ist kalm’. 
Warsaw was any thing but.

On orders from General Tadeusz ‘Bor’ Komorowski 5pm 
signalled W-Hour (Wybuch standing for outbreak), the 
precise time when some 40,000 members of the Home 
Army would attack key German positions. Warsaw at 
the time was held by a garrison of 15,000 Germans, 
though any numerical supremacy the Poles could count 
on was offset by a chronic lack of arms, and a complete 
dear th of heavy armour. Nonetheless the element of 
surprise  caught the Germans off guard, and in spite of 
heavy losses the Poles captured a string of strategic 
targets, including the old town, Prudential Tower (then 
the tallest building in Poland), and the post office. The 
first day had cost the lives of 2,000 Poles, yet for the 
first time since occupation the Polish flag fluttered once 
more over the capital. 

Yet in spi te of these ini tial successes their remained 
several concerns. Polish bat tle groups were spread 
across the ci t y, and many had failed to l ink up as 
planned. More worr yin gl y,  several ob jec t i ves had 
been met wi th disaster – the police distric t around 
(G-4) Al. Szucha remained f irml y in German hands, 
even more impor tan tl y,  so did th e airpor t.  Hi t l er, 
meanwhile, was roused ou t of his torpor, screaming 
for ‘no prisoners to be taken’, and ‘ever y inhabi tant 
to be shot’. 

Wi thin days German reinforcements star ted pouring 
in, and on August 5th and 6th Nazi troops rampaged 
through the western Wola district, massacring over 
40,000 m en, wom en an d chi ldren in wha t would 
become one of the most savage episodes of the Up-
rising. Indeed, i t was to prove a mixed first week for 
the Poles. In liberated areas, behind the barricades, 
cul tural li fe thri ved – over 130 newspapers sprang 
up, religious ser vices were celebrated and a scout 
run postal ser vice introduced. Bet ter still, the first 
allied air drops hinted at the suppor t of the west. As 
i t turned ou t, this was just papering over the cracks. 

The Germans, under the command of the Erich von 
dem Bach, replied wi th heavy ar tiller y, aerial at tacks, 
armoured trains and tanks. Even worse, the practice 
of using Polish women as human shields was quickl y 
introduced. 

The insurgents were a mixed bag, featuring over 4,000 
women in their ranks, a unit of Slovaks, scores of Jews 
liberated from Warsaw concentration camp, a platoon 
of deaf and dumb volunteers led by an officer called Yo 
Yo, and an escaped English prisoner of war called John. 
Fantasticall y ill-equipped, the one thing on their side 
was an almost suicidal fanaticism and belief. Casualties 
were almost 20 times as high as those inflicted on the 
Germans, yet the Poles carried on the fight with stoic 
self-assurance. Air drops were vital i f the rising was to 
succeed, though hopes on these were scuppered with 
Stalin’s refusal to allow Allied planes landing rights in 
Soviet held airports. Instead the RAF set up a new route 
running from the I talian town of Brindisi to Warsaw, 
though casual ty rates proved high wi th over 16% of 
aircraft lost, and the drops often inaccurate – one such 
mission concluding with 960 canisters out of a 1,000 
falling into German hands.  All hopes, i t seemed, rested 
on the Russians.

After six weeks of inaction Rokossovsky finall y gave 
the go ahead for a Polish force under General Berling 
to cross the river and relieve the insurgents. The op-
eration was a debacle, and with heavy casual ties and 
no headway made the assaul t was called off. For the 
Russians, this single attempt at crossing the Wisla was 
enough; Warsaw was on i ts own. Already by this time 
the si tuation in Warsaw’s old town, defended by 8,000 
Poles, had become untenable, and a daring escape 
route was hatched through the sewers running under 
the ci ty. The Germans were now free to focus on wip-
ing out the remaining outposts of resistance, a task 
undertaken with glee and armour. Six hundred millimetre 
shells were landing on the centre every eight minutes, 
and casual ties were rising to alarming rates. Surrender 
negotiations were ini tiated in early September, though 
i t wasn’t till the end of the month – by which time all 
hope had been exhausted – that they took a concrete 
shape. Abandoned by her allies the Poles were forced 
to capitulate once more, some 63 days after they had 
taken on the Reich. ‘The battle is finished’, wrote a 
eulogy in the final edi tion of the Information Bulletin. 
‘From the blood that has been shed, from the common 
toil and misery, from the pains of our bodies and souls, 
a new Poland will arise – free’. 

 Insurgents charge into battle

 Into captivity

Luftwaffe v Warsaw
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 Skaryszewski Park H-2. While the allied air lift to aid the 
Uprising proved a disaster, the heroism of the Commonwealth 
and Polish pilots who flew missions to relieve Warsaw cannot 
be called into question. Standing in Skaryszewski Park on 
Warsaw’s east bank, is a memorial to commemorate these 
airmen. It was here that a Liberator plane crash landed in 1944, 
killing all but one of the seven crew on board. The sole survivor, 
Henry Lloyd Lyne, unveiled the monument in 1988, and today it 
is the sight for British Embassy’s annual Remembrance service. 
In 2000 Lloyd Lyne, a retired farmer, was presented with a 
recovered piece of the plane by Queen Elizabeth II.

 The Little Insurgent Monument B-2, ul. Podwale. 
The communist authorities continually thwarted efforts to 
commemorate the Uprising, though by the early 80s cracks 
in their resolve were beginning to show. On October 1, 1983, 
the most poignant of all Uprising monuments was unveiled by 
the walls of the Barbakan; designed by Jerzy Jarnuszkiewicz, 
and funded by collections undertaken by scouts, the bronze 
installation shows the figure of a boy soldier clutching a Sten gun 
and weighed down by an adult-sized helmet. Commemorating 
the children who served as messengers and frontline troops, 
the figure is inspired by the story of 13 year old corporal Antek, 
himself killed in action close to the scene on August 8, 1944. 

 Wola Massacre Statue D-2, Pl. Solidarności. No other 
event captures the brutality of the Uprising better than the 
Wola Massacre. Between August 5 and August 6 the Nazis 
embarked on a savage bloodletting in an attempt to batter the 
Poles into submission. Led by Oskar Dirlewanger, a despicable 
man with a history of sex crimes against minors, and Heinz 
Reinfarth, German units executed approximately 40,000 civil-
ians in the Wola area of Warsaw. The massacre only came to 
halt when Hitler himself intervened and declared all civilians 
be sent to concentration camps instead. While Dirlewanger 
was beaten to death by Poles after the war, Reinfarth and 
countless others evaded justice. The senseless slaughter 
is commemorated by an impressive monument dating from 
2006, designed by Ryszard Stryjecki and found practically 
opposite the Ibis hotel on Solidarnosci.

WARSAW UPRISING WARSAW UPRISING

Aftermath
Having deposited their weaponry at pre-designated sites, 
11,668 Polish soldiers marched into German captivity, 
defeated but proud. The battle had cost up to 200,000 
civilian lives, while mili tary casualties between Germans 
and Poles would add a further 40,000 to the figure. Hitler 
was ecstatic; with the Uprising out of the way his plan to 
raze Warsaw could finally be realized. Remaining inhabit-
ants were exiled (though around 2,000 are believed to 
have seen in liberation by hiding in the ruins), and the 
Germans set about obli terating what was left of the 
city. ‘No stone can remain standing’, warned Himmler, 
and what happened next can only be described as the 
methodical and calculated murder of a city. Buildings were 
numbered according to their importance to Polish culture 
before being dynamited by teams of engineers, while less 
historic areas were simply burned to the ground. Nothing 
was spared the iconoclasm, not even trees. ‘I have seen 
many towns destroyed,’ exclaimed General Eisenhower 
after the war, ‘but nowhere have I been faced with such 
destruction.’

Modern studies estimate the cost of damage at around 
fifty four billion dollars. In human terms Poland lost much 
more. With the Uprising died a golden generation, the very 
foundation a new post-war Poland could build on. Those 
veterans who survived were treated with suspicion and 
disdain by the newly installed communist government, 
others were persecuted for perceived western sympa-
thies. Post-war Soviet show trials convicted 13 leaders 
of the Uprising for anti-Soviet actions, and thereafter the 
Uprising condemned as a folly to serve the bourgeois 
ends of the Polish government-in-exile. Today, finally, the 
event that has come to define the spiri t of Warsaw, has 
been awarded the recognition it deserves.   

‘Freedom came out against slavery. The flame of the 
Uprising remained in people’s hearts and souls. It 
was passed on by the baton of the generations. The 
spirit proved indestructible and immortal. Soldiers of 
the Rising. You did not die in vain.’

Lech Walesa, 1994

What to see
 Berling Statue H-3, Wał Miedzeszyński. Zygmunt Ber-
ling is best remembered as the commander of the 1st Polish 
Army during WWII, a role that saw him honoured with his 
own statue in 1985. Designed by Kazimierz Danilewicz his 
white marble monument frequently falls foul of the vandals, 
and it’s not uncommon to see Berling’s hands daubed with 
blood red paint. That’s on account of Berling’s associations 
with the USSR; the 1st Polish Army was little more than 
a puppet wing of Stalin’s forces, and Berling’s perceived 
inaction during the 1944 Warsaw Uprising still rankles with 
a great many Poles.

 Bielanski Bank B-2, ul. Bielańska 10. 
Few remnants of the Uprising are more conspicuous than 
the hulking shell on ul. Bielańska. It’s got quite a history. 
The site was originally home to a mint, but that found itself 
demolished to make way for the Warsaw division of the 
Imperial Bank of Russia. Designed by Leontij Nikołajewicz 
Benois, a rector of the Fine Arts Academy in St Petersburg, 
construction began in 1907 and went on for a further four 
years. Within another four years the Russian’s had left, 
the collapse of the Empire seeing all Tsarist subjects head 
back east with their tails between their legs. The Poles took 
over the building, first employing it as the National Treasury, 

then establishing it as the headquarters of Bank Polski in 
1926. The structure became a key strategic target during 
the Warsaw Uprising, and on capture served as a base for 
Polish insurgents. Smashed to pieces by German bombs 
the building was left to rot in the decades that followed. 
Originally slated to house the Warsaw Uprising Museum legal 
wrangles saw that idea bite the dust. Now Belgian property 
developer Ghelamco plan to redevelop the site as an office 
complex, and although the former bank is listed as a historic 
building quite how much of it will survive the whims of the 
developers remains open to question. In the meantime the 
sight of window frames hanging from bullet battered walls 
make for particularly haunting viewing.

 Execution Sites The fall of communism brought with 
it a huge desire to commemorate the Uprising, which had 
hitherto been largely erased from Polish history by anti-
nationalist communist censors. Now memorial plaques and 
tablets abound around Warsaw and though they tend to be 
in Polish only, it doesn’t take long to get the hang on them; 
on the whole they’ll display the date and number of people 
executed by the Nazi’s. 

 Monument to the Warsaw Uprising (Pomnik 
Powstania Warszawskiego) B-2, Pl. Krasińskich. It 
was only with the regime close to collapse that this uncon-
ventional, not to say controversial monument was unveiled. 
Completed in 1989, and designed by Wincent Kucma, it 
depicts a group of insurgents in battle, and another faction 
retreating into the sewers.

 Pasta B-3, ul. Zielna 37. A real city landmark, and unmis-
takable thanks to the red and white P anchored with a W (a 
symbol of the Uprising) attached to its roof. That P was a 
favoured sign of the insurgents, and the buildings importance 
to the Rising should not be underestimated. Built between 
1904 and 1910 this weird tower like structure - ramparts 
et al - operated as a telecommunications centre, a function 
it continued to serve under the Nazis. Heavily defended by 
bunkers and guard posts it was besieged for twenty two 
days by the Kilinski battalion of the Home Army before fi-
nally surrendering on the 22nd. In 2000 Prime Minister Jerzy 
Buzek handed stewardship of the building to a combatants 
association, and today, among numerous other functions, the 
ground floors are home to the award winning KOM restaurant.

 Prudential Tower F-2, ul. Świętokrzyska. The first build-
ing in Warsaw to surpass fifteen floors. Built using 1,250,000 
bricks Warsaw’s first true skyscraper became a major point 
of attack on opening day of the Rising, the symbolic meaning 
of a Polish flag on Poland’s tallest structure not lost on the 
insurgents. The Nazis shelled it heavily, and though it was 
gutted its prototype steel skeleton refused to topple. After 
the war the tower was given a thinner look, and for decades 
operated as the Hotel Warszawa. Closed in 2003, and cur-
rently derelict, the tower is due to be given a refit and new 
lease of life as both hotel and top-class apartment block. With 
the credit crunch reality, don’t hold your breath.

 Ruins of the Rising Between 1939 and 1944 over 84 
percent of Warsaw was completely destroyed, with the 
city centre bearing the brunt of the damage. In spite of the 
Herculean rebuilding work that has since taken place, bullet 
scarred walls on pre-war tenements can still be found in 
relative abundance round the few parts of the centre that 
escaped total destruction. Perhaps most obvious of all is the 
building on ul. Waliców (A-3), featuring shell-pocked facades 
and a wall half-tumbling down.

 Sapper Monument H-3, Park Marszałka Edwarda 
Śmigłego-Rydza. Designed by Stanisław Kulon and unveiled 
on May 8th, 1975, the monument to the sappers is a typi-
cally formidable piece of 70s brutalism. Designed to evoke 
the explosive blast of a landmine this seventeen metre high 
monstrosity commemorates the sappers who died defus-
ing mines and booby traps in the years after the war. ‘Free 
Warsaw will never forget those, who with their pain and blood, 
started the work on her reconstruction’ reads the accompany-
ing plaque. The names and units of the sappers who died are 
listed on the pylons, as well as Polish-language descriptions 
of the hazardous work they undertook.

 Warsaw Uprising Museum (Muzeum Powsta-
nia Warszawskiego) D-3, ul. Grzybowska 79, tel. 
022 539 79 33, www.1944.pl. Opened in 2004, and 
while this remains one of Poland’s best museums, it’s not 
without its faults - better sign posting would be handy, as 
would a bit more elbow room; being pushed and jostled 
is part of the experience. Nonetheless, packed with 
interactive displays, photographs, video footage and mis-
cellaneous exhibits it’s a museum that’s guaranteed to 
leave a mark on all visitors. Occupying a former tramway 
power station the 2,000m2 space is split over several 
levels, leading visitors through the chronological story of 
the Uprising (provided they don’t make any wrong turns, 
alas, a common mistake). 
Start off by learning about life under Nazi rule, your tour 
accompanied by the background rattle of machine guns, 
dive bombers and a thumping heartbeat. Different halls 
focus on the many aspects of the Uprising; walk through 
a replica radio station, or a covert radio station. The 
mezzanine level features a great ten minute film detail-
ing the first month of battle, before which visitors get to 
clamber through a mock sewer. The final sections are 
devoted to the creation of a Soviet puppet state, a hall 
of remembrance, and a particularly poignant display 
entitled Death of the City; take time to watch the black 
and white ‘before and after’ shots of famous Warsaw 
landmarks. As you make your way to the exit check out 
the films playing in the 110 seat cinema, as well as an 
exact replica of a B24 Allied aeroplane once used to make 
supply drops over the besieged city. A viewing platform 
and ‘peace garden’ wrap up this high impact experience.
QOpen 10:00 - 18:00, Thu 10:00 - 20:00. Closed Tue. 
Admission 5/3zł. Guided tours for up to 11 people 50zł 
per person. Guided tours from 12 to 25 people 20zł per 
person. Audio guides for 5zł per person.

Uprising Museum

Old Town Square, 1945

Warsaw Uprising: Aug 1 - October 3
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CEMETERIESPKIN
Palace of Culture and Science (PKiN) (Pałac 
Kultury i Nauki) B-4, Pl. Defilad 1, tel. (+48) 22 
656 76 00, www.pkin.pl. Following Poland’s betrayal 
at Yalta by its so-called Allies the aftermath of WWII saw 
the country fall under the Soviet sphere of influence for a 
period that would last until 1989. For all the aggressive 
westernisation that has since followed, the marks of four 
decades of communism have yet to be completely erased 
from the face of Warsaw. Of these the most apparent is 
the Palace of Culture and Science, standing in the heart 
of the city. You couldn’t miss this one if you tried. Soaring 
231 metres into the sky the building remains the tallest 
in Poland, in spite of recent competition from its highrise 
neighbours. 

Originally commissioned by Stalin as a ‘gift from the Soviet 
people’ the structure actually takes its inspiration from the 
capitalist world, namely the Empire State Building. Stalin had 
sent a secret delegation to New York to learn both about 
the building and American construction methods, though 
the outbreak of WWII meant that it wasn’t until 1952 that 
his architects were to commence putting their knowledge 
into practice. Lev Rudynev, the brains behind the equally 
monstrous Lomonosov University in Moscow, was put in 
the charge of the design, and set about making the building 
into one of the most notorious examples of Socialist Realist 
architecture in the world. Over 5,000 workers were ferried 
in from the Soviet states and housed in a purpose-built 
village in Jelonki, west Warsaw, where they were effectively 
cut off from the outside world. Working around the clock, it 
took them just three years to complete the Palace. In all 16 
died during the construction, though despite the Olympian 
efforts of the labourers Stalin never lived to see his pet 
project completed. 

Built using an estimated 40 million bricks and housing 3,288 
rooms the Palace’s purpose was to serve as not just party 
headquarters but also ‘the peoples castle’, with invitations 
to the annual New Year’s Eve Ball issued to the best workers 
in socialist Poland. Regardless of this the building became an 
object of hatred and a stain on the skyline; like the imperialist 
Nevsky Cathedral that once stood on pl. Piłsudskiego, the 
palace was seen as no more than a symbol of Russian hege-
mony. Viewed from a distance - apparently it can be spotted 
from 30km away - the palace appears a faceless monolith. 
Viewed closely several intricate details appear in focus. 
Under Stalin’s orders architects travelled around Poland’s 
key cultural sights, from Wawel to Zamość, observing Polish 
architectural traditions, hence the numerous crenellations, 
courtyards and motifs. 

Once inside the ground floor becomes a maze of halls and 
corridors, with chambers named after Eastern icons - Yuri 
Gagarin, Marie Skłodowska-Curie (a famous communist 
sympathiser) etc. Brass chandeliers hang over clacking 
parquet flooring, secret lifts lie hidden around and allegorical 
socialist reliefs take inspiration from ancient mythology - it’s 
easy to imagine Bond snooping around planting listening de-
vices. Several conference rooms still hold original translators 
booths, complete with huge dials and buttons. The crowning 
glory of the ground floor is the Sala Kongresowa, a decadent 
red theatre space apparently inspired by La Scala. Holding 
2,880 its original use was to host party conferences, though 
through the years it became better known as a concert venue 
- hosting acts as diverse as the Rolling Stones in 1967, to 
the Chippendales in 2006. 

Although Stalin never made it to the Palace, Comrade 
Brezhnev did, and nowadays i t’s possible to view the 
room he used before famously staggering to address the 
crowd gathered in the Sala Kongresowa. Fitted with pine 
and oak taking a step inside Brezhnev’s personal space 
is the closest you’ll come to going back in time. With the 
fall of communism the idea of dynamiting the palace 
was floated, though today it stands acknowledged as a 
protected building with the President of Warsaw listed in 
documentation as the official owner. The viewing platform 
on the 30th floor is visited by approximately 1,500 people 
daily, and offers panoramic views of the city spinning below 
you as well as a temporary exhibit called ‘Live Healthy; 
Sport and Spinach’.QOpen 09:00 - 18:00.  Admission for 
the viewing level is 20/15zł. Group ticket for more than 10 
people 10zł per person.

Museum of Technology (Muzeum Techniki) B-4, Pl. 
Defilad 1 (PKiN), tel. (+48) 22 656 67 47, www.muzeum-
techniki.waw.pl. A vast collection dedicated to the history of 
everything technological inside the equally enormous Palace 
of Culture & Science, the only thing missing here is a map. 
Truly huge, and clearly laid out by somebody with a sadistic 
sense of humour, the scores of rooms scattered willy nilly and 
organised with what appears to be a contemptuous disregard 
for reason and logic, highlights include a superbly stylish 
electric car for children made in France in 1955, a cavalcade 
of impossible-looking motorbikes and aeroplanes, a room 
packed with 19th-century musical boxes, a highly amusing 
1951 MIG jet flight simulator and a small exhibition celebrating 
space exploration that could do with some serious updat-
ing. Decorated with lace curtains and staffed by an army of 
sinister-looking old ladies, you won’t learn a thing no matter 
how hard you try, but it’s a strangely rewarding experience 
that really has to be seen to be believed. QOpen 09:00 - 
17:00, Sat, Sun 10:00 - 17:00. Closed Mon. Last entrance 
30 minutes before closing. Admission 10/5zł. Guided tours 
for up to 25 people 45zł.

All Saints
If you hail from the decadent west then October 31st is 
generally seen as a time to fit into a scary outfit before getting 
trollied on punch and waking up next to some right old witch. 
The tradition of Halloween is fast catching on in Poland – and 
you’ll find numerous parties scheduled for the usual expat 
haunts – though for the Poles the real big day is the one that 
follows: All Saints’ Day. This is one of Poland’s most important 
public holidays, and only transport and emergency service 
staff are expected to work – don’t be surprised to find your 
favourite hostelry bolted shut for the night. Whole families 
descend on graveyards to lay wreaths and light candles 
for deceased family members, and prayers said at the 
gravestone are meant to help the souls of the dead. As night 
falls cemeteries acquire an eerie red glow from the thousands 
of candles; a stirring and ethereal sight. To catch a glimpse of 
this visitors to Warsaw have stacks of cemeteries to choose 
from, with the highlights being listed below, and don’t forget 
to visit the various monuments to Polish martyrdom such as 
the Warsaw Uprising memorial on ul. Długa. 

Augsburg Lutheran (Młynarska 54/56/58) 
Designed by Szymon Bogumił Zug in 1792 this treasure 
contains the elaborate tombs of countless movers and 
shakers. Those interred include Samuel Bogumił Linde – 
author of Poland’s first dictionary – and Poland’s version 
of the Willie Wonka family: the Wedel’s. Highlights include a 
cast iron chapel dating from 1821. 

Bródno (ul. Św. Wincentego 83) 
Poland’s biggest cemetery serves the whole of Warsaw, and 
while other cemeteries pride themselves on the somber nature 
of the All Saints’ celebration this place takes on a bit of an 
entrepreneurial atmosphere – you may be surprised to find an 
array of stalls springing up outside, and a mini-market selling 
not just candles and flowers but plastic necklaces, slippers 
and other detritus that come in handy when visiting the dead.   

Calvinist Reformed (Żytnia 42) 
Now home to the Blikle chocolate family, as well as a number 
of foreign colonists – check out the teutonic style inscriptions 
on some of the graves. Looming over it all is the Kronenburg 
mausoleum, a striking necropolis built for one of Warsaw’s 
most famed industrialists. 

Italian Cemetery (ul. Marymoncka, Bielany)
Originally established in 1926 the Italian cemetery holds 
the bodies of 868 soldiers killed on Polish territory during 
WWI, and a further 1,415 killed during the course of WWII. 
Maintained by the Italian Embassy the cemetery features an 
entry gate complete with legionnaire shields, and a central 
avenue leading to a grandiose monument.

Northern Cemtery (ul. Wóycickiego 14, Bielany)
One of Europe’s largest cemeteries (so big golf buggies 
zip around to help people get around), and a relatively new 
addition to the city. Created in 1973 this vast graveyard 
contains over 135,000 graves, including those of poet 
Edward Stachura, German WWII casualties, and the bodies 
of those killed in Poland’s biggest air disaster – the 1980 
LOT plane crash just outside the city limits.

Powązki (ul. Powązkowska 14) 
If you’re to visit one cemetery, make it this one. Founded in 
1790 this is the oldest cemetery in the city, and with close 
to a million bodies interred one its biggest. Lushly shielded 
by vegetation and filled with elaborate tombs this is the most 
picturesque of all Poland’s cemeteries, as well as the resting 
place for countless eminent Poles. The Avenue of Merit is 
a whose who of famous Poles, and those buried in Powązki 
include Stalinist puppet Boleslaw Bierut, author Tadeusz 
Borowski, revolutionary Jan Kiliński, Chopin’s parents, aviator 
Franciszek Żwirko, thespian Leon Schiller and Nobel prize 
winner Władysław Reymont. 

Soviet War Cemetery (Al. Żwirki i Wigury 10)
Dominated by a huge needle like monument this is one of the 
first Warsaw landmarks seen on the way from the airport. 
The towering monument features some interesting socialist 
reliefs depicting Red Army troops liberating Polish civilians, 
and the inscription reads ‘To the memory of the soldiers 
lost in the liberation of Poland 1944-1945’. Mass graves 
containing the remains of 20,000 soldiers flank each side 
of the memorial.

Warsaw Uprising (ul. Wolska 174/176) 
Approximately 40,000 participants in the ’44 Uprising are 
buried here, their resting places marked with wood graves 
and red and white sashes.

© Simczuk

© lewap
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Indoor playgrounds
Kamelot ul. Górczewska 124 (f irst f loor of Wola 
Park), tel. (+48) 22 533 41 09, www.kolorado.com.
pl. If your shopping spree exceeds 150zł, you only pay 
half price for your child to play. QOpen 10:00 - 21:00. 
Admission 19-27zł.

Kolorado Jelonki Playgrounds ul. Konarskiego 
88 (Wola), tel. (+48) 22 666 02 60, www.kolo-
rado.com.pl. Fi f t y metres of sl ides, 70,000 balls 
in the ball pond, thir ty metres of climbing lines, and 
more. QOpen 09:00 - 21:00. Admission 10-27z ł , 
adul ts free of charge.

Kids' fun
Zoo G-1, ul. Ratuszowa 1/3, tel. (+48) 22 619 
40 41, www.zoo.waw.pl. Opened in 1928, Warsaw 
Zoo covers an area of 40 hectares and attracts some 
500,000 visi tors each year. Three elephants, a family of 
seals and a lion cub were added to the current collection 
of reptiles, birds and tigers. Conditions have improved 
dramatically in recent years, though a visi t here will do 
li ttle to change any opinions you have on locking animals 
in cages. As with every major Warsaw landmark, the zoo 
has plenty of war stories. I t was bombed at the beginning 
of the conflict and by 1945 all the animals had ei ther 
been killed, deported to the Third Reich, eaten by locals 
or escaped into the wild. Zoo director, Jan Żabiński, 
became something of a hero; wounded during the 1944 
Uprising, Żabiński helped save countless lives by shelter-
ing Jewish orphans inside the grounds of the zoo. The 
zoo officially re-opened in 1949. QOpen 09:00 - 17:00. 
Last ticket sold 60 minutes before closin. Admission 
15/10zł, Children under 3 years free.

Outdoor playgrounds
Playground F-6, ul. Odyńca 6. A huge complex of climb-
ers, slides, sandpits, swings and more unusual contraptions 
to keep both very small and not so small kids busy. Parents 
drink coffees at the cafe on the grounds. Keep your eyes open 
for kiddie events. QOpen 08:00 - 18:00, Sat 10:00 - 15:00. 
Closed Sun. free admission.

Quads
Adrenalin Factory Quad Rental (Fabryka Adren-
aliny) C-3, ul. Cicha 1/4, tel. (+48) 22 819 02 06, 
www.fabrykaadrenaliny.pl. Quads and ATVs. Two pieces of 
ID and a credit card are needed. If you want to rent a vehicle 
for the whole day, a 700-1500zł deposit is required. QOpen 
09:00 - 17:00. Closed Sat, Sun.

Mr. Quad 
ul. Tysiąclecia 59a, Otwock, tel. (+48) 22 788 45 14, 
www.mrquad.pl. Q Open by prior arrangement. 12 quads, 
500-600zł per 24hrs per one quad.

Golf
First Warsaw Golf and Country Club ul. Gol-
fowa 44, Jabłonna, tel. (+48) 22 782 48 52, www.
firstwarsawgolf.com. QOpen 08:00 - 18:00, Sat, Sun 
07:00 - 19:00.

Golf Parks Poland ul. Vogla 19 (Wilanów), tel. (+48) 
22 424 70 83, www.golfparkspoland.pl. QOpen 08:00 
- 22:00.

Horse riding
Anka Rancho Horse Riding ul. Wawrzyniecka 25 
(Glinianka), tel. (+48) 602 30 48 61, www.ipolska.pl/
anka-rancho. Q Open Tue-Sun 10:00 - 13:00, 15:00 -18.00, 
Closed Mon. Phone reservation two days in advance. One 
hour horse riding 30-50zł.

Wilczeniec Country Club (Klub Wiejski Wilcze-
niec) ul. Kościelna Droga 10, Łomianki, tel. (+48) 22 
751 97 77, www.wilczeniec.pl. QOpen 08:00 - 20:00. 
Closed Mon. 40zł for 40 minutes.

Swimming
Wodny Park ul. Merliniego 4 (Mokotów), tel. (+48) 22 
854 01 30, www.wodnypark.com.pl. Here's the best pool of 
the lot with facilities including saunas, steam rooms, snow cab-
ins, solariums as well as loads of slides and other recreational 
facilities. Prices range from 18-24zł/10-18zł per hour. QOpen 
06:30 - 22:00, Sat, Sun 08:00 - 22:00. (Spa open 11.00-22:00, 
Sat, Sun 10:00-22:00. Admission 17-30zł/23-36zł).

Spa & Beauty
Celebrity Beauty & Spa A-3, Rondo ONZ 1, tel. (+48) 
22 335 77 44, www.celebrity.com.pl. 400m2 right in the 
city centre offering a vast number of treatments from head 
to toe. High standards and moderate prices guaranteed. 
QOpen 09:00 - 21:00, Sat 09:00 - 19:00, Sun 10:00 - 16:00.

City SPA C-3, ul. Nowy Świat 58a, tel. (+48) 22 826 
64 17, www.cityspa.waw.pl. Pamper yourself with a huge 
range of treatments that range from facials to body scrubs 
to nutritional advice. Exotic massages include Thai methods, 
hot stones, lomilomi and mauri. QOpen 07:00 - 21:00, Sat 
09:00 - 18:00, Sun 10:00 - 17:00.

Day Spa ZEN ul. Duchnicka 3 (Żoliborz), tel. (+48) 
22 322 50 55, www.dayspazen.com.pl. QOpen 10:00 - 
22:00, Sun 10:00 - 18:00.

Kosmetyczny Instytut Dr Irena Eris A-3, ul. Jana 
Pawła II 20, tel. (+48) 22 586 91 00, www.DrIrenaEris.
com/Instytut. QOpen 09:00 - 21:00, Sun 09:00 - 19:00.

Le Spa C-4, ul. Mokotowska 55, tel. (+48) 22 622 94 
28, www.lespa.pl. This is an authorized Guerlain beauty 
parlour. In addition to spa and beauty treatments they have 
emergency services: the 'last minute' treatment is a facial 
and make up job fixed within an hour, or you can top up your 
tan in less than an hour with the 'before party' package. 
QOpen 08:00 - 20:00, Mon 10:00 - 20:00, Sat 09:00 - 
17:00. Closed Sun.

Bowling
Arco Bowling Alley D-5, ul. Bitwy Warszawskiej 1920 
/19, tel. (+48) 22 668 75 91, www.arco-bowling.pl. Two 
floors, 32 lanes, restaurant and club. 80-150zł per lane per 
hour, shoes and instructor included.QOpen 16:00 - 02:00, 
Sat, Sun 12:00 - 02:00.

Hula Kula Bowling Alley C-3, ul. Dobra 56/66, tel. 
(+48) 22 552 74 00, www.hulakula.com.pl. QOpen 
12:00 - 24:00, Fri 12:00 - 02:00, Sat 10:00 - 03:00, Sun 
10:00 - 24:00. Admision 33-120 zł per hour. Shoes included.

Casino
Casinos Poland B-4, Al. Jerozolimskie 65/79 (Marriott 
Hotel), tel. (+48) 22 584 96 50, www.casinospoland.
pl. With a huge selection of games in which to fritter your 
money away on, surely an unbeatable way to spend your 
night. On the main floor eight American Roulette tables, six 
Black Jack tables, four Casinos Poland Poker tables, two 
Mini Poker tables, one Poker Plus table, thirty slots, bar and 
currency exchange hatch. Head to the VIP salon for a further 
two American Roulette tables, two Black Jack tables, one 
Casinos Poland Poker table and one Poker table (Seven-Card 
Stud, Five-Card Stud, Omaha Poker, Texas Poker or Cesar 
Poker). You'll need ID to get in, a passport or driving license 
will suffice.QOpen 11:00 - 07:00. Y

Casinos Poland G-5, ul. Belwederska 23 (Hyatt Regen-
cy Hotel), tel. (+48) 22 559 14 40, www.casinospoland.
pl. Three blackjack tables, six American roulette tables, three 
Casinos Poland poker tables, eight optional poker tables and 
thirty slots.QOpen 16:00 - 06:00.

Olympic Casino Sunrise A-3, ul. Grzybowska 63 (Hotel 
Hilton), tel. (+48) 22 351 72 60, www.olympic-casino.
com. Q Open 24hrs.

Entertainment centres
Hokus Pokus ul. Powstańców Śląskich 126A (Cinema 
City Bemowo), tel. (+48) 22 560 42 42, www.hpokus.pl. 
QOpen 12:00 - 24:00, Fri 12:00 - 01:00, Sat 10:00 - 01:00, 
Sun 10:00 - 24:00.

Hula Kula Leisure Centre C-3, ul. Dobra 56/66 (Uni-
versity Library), tel. (+48) 22 552 74 00, www.hulakula.
com.pl. QOpen 12:00 - 24:00, Fri 12:00 - 02:00, Sat 10:00 
- 03:00, Sun 10:00 - 24:00.

Extreme sports
Extreme Team Poland ul. Bajońska 6 (Praga), tel. 
(+48) 22 617 25 45, www.extremeteam.pl. QOpen 
09:00 - 17:00. Closed Sat, Sun.

Fitness Clubs & Gyms
Pure Health and Fitness A-4, ul. Złota 59 (Złote 
Tarasy), tel. (+48) 22 379 77 77, www.purepoland.
com/tarasy. Third floor of Złote Tarasy, with facilties including 
gym, jacuzzi, sauna and solarium. QOpen 06:30 - 22:30, Sat 
08:00 - 22:30, Sun 08:00 - 20:00.

Go-carting
Imola ul. Puławska 33 (Piaseczno), tel. (+48) 22 757 
08 92, www.imola.pl. QOpen 15:00 - 23:00, Fri 12:00 - 
23:00, Sat, Sun 10:00 - 23:00. 40zł per 10min, 35zł per 8min.

LET’S TAKE AA RIDE!
HUMMER LIMO H2
Th d l i P l d t t d f p i l tThe one and only in PPooland, constructed for special request iin 

2008, 10 meters in lenength with special and additional equipmennttt.t..t

Rent HUMMER Limousine for:
Wedding, stag-party and hen-party 
Birthday party 
Business meetings
Airport pick up service
Concerts
Warsaw by night

Rakusu Spa & Salt Caves A-1, ul. Stawki 3, tel. 
(+48) 22 635 86 67, www.groty-rakusu.pl. Replenish 
the body and sould by visiting this all in one - salt cave, spa 
and sushi all under one roof. QOpen 11:00 - 22:00, Sat, 
Sun 12:00 - 22:00.

RiverView Wellness Centre A-4, ul. Emilii Plater 
49 (InterContinental), tel. (+48) 22 328 86 40, www.
riverview.com.pl. QOpen 06:00 - 23:00, Sat, Sun 07:00 - 
21:00. Admission 150zł.

More obser van t 
v i s i t o r s  a r e  a t 
some stage going 
to come across 
a great big palm 
t re e  p lan te d  in 
t h e  m i d d l e  o f 
a t ra ff i c  i s lan d. 
So, what’s i t al l 
about eh? Stand-
ing on the inter-
section between 
Now y Świat and 
Al. Jerozolimskie 
(C -4 ,  Ron d o d e 
G a u l l e ’ a )  i t ’ l l 
c o m e  a s  l i t t l e 
surprise that i t’s 
par t of a modern 
ar t project, awarded the ti tle of Greetings from 
Jersualem. First off, the tree is not actually a tree, 
rather a steel column (specially designed so i t can 
bend in the wind), covered wi th natural bark and 
leaves made from polyethylene. I t’s the work of ar t-
ist Joanna Rajkowska who during a trip to Israel was 
struck by the brainwave of sticking a palm tree up 
in Warsaw to add some sunny cheer. Manufactured 
in Cali fornia the project sent ci ty hall into a spin, i ts 
baffled bureaucrats not knowing what the devil to 
do with i t; seeing that i t wasn’t a tree, building nor 
a monument there was nothing in their big book of 
rules directing what to do with i t. Eventually i t was 
unveiled to a curious Warsaw public on December 
12, 2002. The populace liked this surprise Christmas 
present so much i t became a permanent fixture, as 
well as the occasional sleeping habitat of returning 
clubbers too trollied to figure they haven’t stumbled 
on a deser t oasis.

The Palm
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Łódź may look l ike i t’s pro-
nounced Lodz, but it most cer-
tainly isn’t. Think of it as Woodge, 
and three hundred years ago a 
visit here would have produced 
the sight of little more than one 
man and his dog. In terms of 
age Łódź is one of the young-
est cities in the country, and a 
direct product of the Industrial 
Revolution. And while Łódź can-
not boast the twee charisma of 
Prague and Kraków a scratch 
of the surface rewards the intrepid traveller with a city 
stuffed with wacky stories, dark history and some of the 
countries finest after-dark venues – you’ll find them all 
inside our fourth issue of Łódź In Your Pocket; Poland’s 
first comprehensive English-language guide to the city. 

Łódź In Your Pocket

Getting there
Łódź lies 140km South West of Warsaw and was easily ac-
cessed by train - that was until repairs to improve the tracks 
began. When work finishes Łódź will be within an hours reach 
of Warsaw, for the time being though journey time has been 
peared to around an hour and forty minutes while work 
continues on the new high speed link. If you’re travelling 
from the capital you’ll need to book a ticket running to Łódź 
Fabryczna train station. The city centre is directly across the 
road from the main entrance: take the underpass and carry 
on walking west and you’ll find yourself on the main street, 
ulica Piotrkowska, within ten minutes. For longer journeys taxis 
stand directly outside the main entrance, though travellers 
should only use cabs that are clearly marked.

Some basics
Łódź first appeared in written records in 1332 under the name 
of Łodzia and remained little more than a rural backwater for 
the following centuries, with a population numbering just 800 
as late as the 16th century. 
The birth of modern Łódź as we know it can be traced to 
1820, when statesman, philosopher and writer Stanisław 
Staszic began a campaign to turn the Russian-controlled 
city into a centre of manufacturing. The first cotton mill was 
opened in 1825 and by 1839 the first steam-powered factory 
in Poland and Russia was officially christened. A massive influx 
of workers from as far afield as Portugal, England and France 
flooded the city, though the mainstay of the town’s popula-
tion remained Poles, Germans and Jews. Within a matter of 
decades Łódź had grown into the biggest textile production 
centre in the Russian Empire, during which time vast fortunes 
were made and lost by the major industrialist families. 
By the outbreak of WWI the town stood out as one of the 
most densely populated cities on the planet with a popula-
tion of approximately 13,000 people per square kilometre. 
But hard times were around the corner; the inter-war years 
signaled an end to the town’s Golden Age, and the loss of 
Russian and German economic markets led to strikes and 
civil unrest that were to become a feature of inter-war Łódź. 
Things were about to get worse: the outbreak of WWII saw 
the city annexed into The Third Reich. 
The following six years of occupation left the population 
decimated with 120,000 Poles killed, and an estimated 
300,000 Jews perishing in what was to become known as 
the Litzmannstadt ghetto. Following the war, and with much of 
Warsaw in ruins, Łódź was used as Poland’s temporary capital 

until 1948. The wholesale war-time destruction of Warsaw also 
saw many of Poland’s eminent artists and cultural institutes 
decamp to the nearest big city; that city was Łódż, and today 
the town can boast a rich cultural heritage, with Poland’s leading 
film school, one of the most important modern art galleries in 
Europe, and an exciting underground culture. 
Today Łódź is a city slowly rediscovering itself, growing in 
confidence and coming to terms with its patchy history. 
Overlooked by many visitors to Poland, this is a city full of 
hidden charms: from the awesome palaces that belonged to 
the hyper-rich industrialists who made the city, to Europe’s 
longest pedestrian street (Piotrkowksa) to the largest 
municipal park in Europe. You’ll find everything you need to 
know about the city in our print guide to Łódź, as well as our 
full content online at www.inyourpocket.com. 

Manufaktura
How many times have you heard a shopping centre call itself 
‘More than a shopping centre?’ In the case of Manufaktura, for 
once the hyperbole is entirely justified. For this is indeed more 
than a shopping centre. In fact, we really shouldn’t be calling 
it a shopping centre at all. Covering a space of 150,000m2 
Manufaktura does of course feature a mall with endless 
shopping opportunities, but that would not tell the full story. 
Manufaktura today is the result of Poland’s largest renovation 
project since the reconstruction of Warsaw’s Old Town in the 
1950s. Originally a series of factories that were constructed 
in the latter part of the 19th century the restoration of the old 
factories quite simply has to be seen to be believed. Enter through 
the Poznański gate, where workers used to file through everyday 
on their way to the mills, and you’ll arrive at the projects ground 
zero: the 30,000m2 Rynek (main square). Featuring Europe’s 
longest fountain the square is the cultural hub, with restaurants, 
fitness club and IMAX cinema crowded around it. A full program 
of events is planned to keep things lively, including pop concerts, 
beer festival and big screen showings of sports events. 
With a catchment area of 1.8 million people in a 50km radius 
Manufaktura expect 15 million visitors in the first year alone. 
For the more languorous character two electric tramlines 
have also been added to ferry visitors from one end of the 
complex to the other. And in spite all of this Manufaktura 
remains very much a work in progress; further additions 
include the transformation of the showpiece Spinning Mill 
into a conference centre, office block and a four star hotel, 
as well as the addition of a huge modern art centre, children’s 
museum and technological museum. 

Hotels Restaurants Cafés Nightlife Sightseeing Events Maps

(w tym 7% VAT)
www.inyourpocket.com
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The Third Coming

Heart of the City

ŁÓDŹ

Zbigniew Kotecki, courtesy of Łódź City Council
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the competition out of the water, though you can expect to 
pay a hefty mark-up for your mag of choice. 
EMPiK also have a small corner reserved for English lan-
guage trash titles and classics, though when it comes to 
books most people won’t look beyond the pleasures of the 
American Bookstore. This place is the final word in expat 
book buying, with great, up-to-date stock and discount 
cards for repeat customers. Don’t dare, whatever you do, 
overlook our discovery of the year, second hand bookstore 
Redding’s.

American Bookstore E-4, ul. Koszykowa 55, tel. 
(+48) 22 234 56 37, www.americanbookstore.pl. For 
so long an expat staple, American Bookstore have con-
quered Warsaw with their spiders web of stores. Excellent 
shop, though one with a stock policy heavily influenced by 
the bestsellers list. Also at ul. Nowy Świat 61 (C-3) and ul. 
Powsińska 31 (Mokotów, Sadyba Best Mall), ul. Wołoska 12 
(Galeria Mokotów) and Arkadia.QOpen 10:00 - 19:00, Sat 
10:00 - 18:00. Closed Sun.
EMPiK C-4, ul. Nowy Świat 15/17, tel. (+48) 22 627 
06 50, www.empik.com. Hefty selection of international 
magazines and newspapers. Also loads of music, perfumes, 
video games, photo services etc. QOpen 09:00 - 22:00, 
Sun 11:00 - 19:00.
Redding's Bookshop C-3, ul. Dobra 56/66, tel. (+48) 
22 552 74 17, www.z2reki.pl. Result. American Bookstore 
we love you, but you're not a patch on this mob. Specializing in 
used books this is an Aladdin's Cave for any literati in Warsaw, 
featuring tons of titles that cover all genres. Choice is vast, 
cost is limited, find it in the basment.QOpen 11:00 - 19:00, 
Sat 11:30 - 16:30. Closed Sun.
Traffic Club C-4, ul. Bracka 25, tel. (+48) 22 692 
14 50, www.traffic-club.pl. Vast multi-level store selling 
English-language books, DVDs, CDs and foreign language 
press. The full range of In Your Pocket titles also available. 
QOpen 10:00 - 22:00, Sun 10:00 - 19:00.

Fashion
Forget Me Not F-3, ul. Chmielna 21/3, tel. (+48) 
22 826 45 06, www.forgetmenot.pl. Top end feminine 
fashion by Polish designers. QOpen 10:00 - 18:00. Closed 
Sat, Sun.
Frey Wille C-3/4, ul. Nowy Świat 37, tel. (+48) 22 827 
55 03, www.frey-wille.com. Fine jewellery and fashion ac-
cessories inspired by masters like Klimt and Mucha. QOpen 
10:00 - 19:00, Sat 10:00 - 17:00. Closed Sun.
Justyna Chrabelska , tel. (+48) 502 43 72 00, www.
justynachrabelska.com. It's appointment only for an audi-
ence with Justyna Chrablelska, fast emerging as one of the 
names to watch for in female fashion.
Laura Guidi F-3, ul. Nowy Świat 22, tel. (+48) 22 827 
68 99, www.lauraguidi.pl. One of Poland's top women's 
fashion studios with clothes for every occasion. Haute couture 
service, as well. QOpen 11:00 - 19:00, Sat 10:00 - 14:00. 
Closed Sun.
Luxury & Liberty C-4, ul. Ostrobramska 75c (ground 
floor, Promenada), tel. (+48) 22 611 73 43, www.luxu-
ryliberty.pl. The most exciting boutique in Warsaw, Poland 
probably, contains collections from Michael Kors, Diane von 
Furstenburg, Christian Lacroix, DKNY, Antonio Berardi, Juicy 
Couture and Alessandro Dell'Acqua to name but a few, though 
the principal selling point is the only collection of Vivienne 
Westwood threads in the country.QOpen 10:00 - 21:00, 
Sun 10:00 - 20:00.
Mufka G-2, ul. Solec 101, tel. (+48) 22 622 29 61, 
www.mufka.waw.pl. Offbeat trends and fashions for 
modern women who want to stand from the crowd. QOpen 
10:00 - 19:30, Sat 10:00 - 16:00. Closed Sun.

24h shops
La Passion du Vin A-3, ul. Grzybowska 2/4, tel. (+48) 
22 436 06 26, www.winnica.pl. Shop, bar and restaurant. 
Among numerous others they also tout a line in Gerard De-
pardieu’s wine. QOpen 11:00 - 20:00, Sat 10:00 - 16:00. 
Closed Sun.
Mielżyński Wine Bar D-1, ul. Burakowska 5/7, tel. 
(+48) 22 636 87 09, www.mielzynski.pl. Crates and 
crates and crates of wine sourced from Europe and the New 
World. Proprietor Robert Mielzynski is on a life mission to 
introduce quality wine to the denizens of Warsaw, and it’s a 
passion that’s very much in evidence. QOpen 09:00 - 23:00, 
Sat 11:00 - 23:00, Sun 13:00 - 18:00.
Wine Express , tel. (+48) 58 681 28 52, www.win-
express.com.pl. Highly rated north Poland based importer. 
Free delivery to Warsaw on orders of 24 bottles upwards. A 
long-established expat favourite overseen by a New Zealand 
native who clearly knows his stuff.

Antiques & Art Galleries
A walk through the streets of old and new town is usually 
enough to fulfil antiquarian designs, as will a short mooch 
along Mokotowska. However, anybody whose anybody will 
tell you the real treasures are found elsewhere, namely 
the excellent Bazar Na Kole, an open-air market where 
haggling and bargaining are considered de rigeur. For full 
details on that check Markets. If you’re planning on taking 
an artwork out of the country, and it was produced prior to 
1945, you will need authorisation to permit you to do so. 
Most shops will be able to provide you with this straight off 
the bat, but do check beforehand.

Cafe Gallery Belle Epoque B-1, ul. Freta 18, tel. (+48) 
22 635 41 05. An art nouveau cafe with a difference. Every-
thing you see, you can buy, from gramophones and globes to 
armless statuettes. QOpen 13:00 - 23:00.
Desa B-1, ul. Rynek Starego Miasta 4/6, tel. (+48) 
22 827 47 60, www.desa.pl. A wide selection of antique 
porcelain, glass statues as well as some furniture and paint-
ings. QOpen 11:00 - 18:30, Sat 11:00 - 15:00. Closed Sun.
Galeria Bali & Buddha Club B-3, ul. Jasna 22, tel. 
(+48) 22 828 67 71, www.galeriabali.pl. Works from Bali, 
Burma and Java including teak panels and Buddha statues. 
QOpen 12:00 - 24:00.
Galeria Freta 22 B-1, ul. Freta 20/24, tel. (+48) 22 
635 93 60, www.freta22.pl. Paintings, graphics, lamps 
and furniture from one of the most established names on 
the New Town antiquarian circuit. QOpen 12:00 - 18:00, 
Sat, Sun 12:00 - 16:00.
Prima Porta Antiquities G-3, ul. Nowy Świat 2, tel. 
(+48) 601 934 052, www.primaportaantiquities.com. 
Mokotowska based gallery specializing in, to quote their own 
bumph, ‘the classical antiquities of Ancient Rome, Greece and 
Mesopotamia’.QOpen 12:00 - 19:00, Sat 12:00 - 16:00. 
Closed Mon, Sun.

English books & Press
Good luck finding your morning paper, despite the millions 
of flights that land each morning at Okecie most English 
language daily’s don’t hit the shops until the afternoon, 
sometimes not till the next day. The most comprehensive 
source of foreign press can be found at EMPiK, though 
Traffic and Relay (main hall of central train station) also 
stock a smattering of titles. Try, also, the newsagents 
found in five star hotels. On that score we rate the Shera-
ton and Marriott as the most likely to stock on-the-day 
papers. As far as magazines are concerned, EMPiK blows 

DDR Studio F-4, ul. Mokotowska 31, tel. (+48) 22 628 40 
60, www.ddrstudio.com. Kit your pad out like an exemplary 
socialist with commie kitsch rescued from the 50s through to 
'89. QOpen 12:00 - 20:00, Sat 13:00 - 18:00. Closed Sun.
Secret Garden F-3, ul. Emilii Plater 14, tel. (+48) 22 
622 37 67, www.secretgarden.waszewesele.com. Gor-
geous courtyard based florist with flowers and arrangements 
for all occasions. Delivery available. QOpen 08:00 - 19:00, 
Sat 09:00 - 17:00. Closed Sun.

Gifts & Souvenirs
Polish glass and amber are highly thought of, though if 
you want something clutz-proof then Polish linen, lace 
and woodwork all look lovely on someone else’s mantle. 
Hours of endless dirge come provided by the makers of 
Monopoly, and you’ll find Warsaw specific boards on sale 
at places like SMYK department store. For the lads, pick 
up a Polski football shirt or scarf off any of the stalls that 
spring up unannounced around central station.

Abonda ul. Śniadeckich 12/16, tel. (+48) 22 628 89 
95, www.abonda.com.pl. Stuffed with authentic Polish 
handicrafts, inlcluding linen, jewelery and interior decorations. 
QOpen 11:00 - 19:00, Sat 10.00 - 14:00. Closed Sun. Y
Arex Folk Art G-4, ul. Chopina 5b, tel. (+48) 22 629 
66 24, www.arex-folkart.pl. Bright and cheerful Polish folk 
art including handmade glass, painted Easter eggs, chess 
sets and paper art. Note that they plan to be closed for the 
duration of July.QOpen 09:00 - 17:00, Fri 09:00 - 18:00, Sat 
09:00 - 14:00. Closed Sun. 
Artis Galeria F-3, ul. Emilii Plater 47, tel. (+48) 22 620 
59 30, www.artisgaleria.pl. Folkish souvenirs including 
religious icons, angels, dolls, tapestries and carvings. QOpen 
11:00 - 19:00, Sat 11:00 - 14:00. Closed Sun.

Odzieżowe Pole G-3, ul. Mokotowska 51/53, tel. (+48) 
22 622 48 67, www.odziezowepole.pl. Female Polish 
fashion by upcoming native designers. QOpen 11:00 - 20:00, 
Sat 10:00 - 15:00. Closed Sun.
Shoe!flada C-4, ul. Mokotowska 59, tel. (+48) 22 629 
61 60, www.shoeflada.pl. Women's shoes, bags and ac-
cessories with a focus on Italian brands such as Casadei 
and Mayor Gray. QOpen 11:00 - 17:00, Sat 11:00 - 15:00. 
Closed Sun.

Flowers
As in much of Eastern Europe the giving of flowers comes 
with a sophisticated set of rules. Should you wish to stay 
on the right side of your lover, parents-in-law, etc pay heed 
to the following. Always give an odd number of flowers (or 
stems) unless the occasion is a solemn one. If visiting 
somebody with flowers be sure to remove the paper 
before you arrive. Decorative foil can be left on. Always 
give flowers with your left hand in order to shake or kiss 
the right hand of the recipient.
Attention should also be paid to colour. If you’re proposing, 
then it’s red for your fiancée and pink for her mother. Pink 
flowers are also considered the most neutral, so when in 
doubt use those. Yellow is the colour of envy, chrysanthe-
mums are for the dead and carnations remain unpopular, 
especially among women, due to their communist con-
notations. Good luck. 

Bukieciarnia G-4, ul. Mokotowska 41, tel. (+48) 22 
628 03 39. Whether they're for an apology or an announce-
ment the staff at Bukieciarnia can turn their hand to some 
seriously chic flower arranging. Delivery and English-speaking 
service available. QOpen 09:00 - 20:00, Sat 10:00 - 20:00, 
Sun 11:00 - 17:00.

2 STAMP
Show your purchases, receipts and 
passport at the customs then have 
your Global Refund Cheque stamped.

3 REFUND
Collect your refund in cash at a 
nearby Cash Refund Office: in the 
airport, on the road borders
or in your home city.

1
Shop where you see the Tax Free logo & 

simply ask for your Global Refund Cheque.

PLEASE REMEMBER

NO REFUND WITHOUT

CUSTOMS STAMP!

Tax Free Shopping

As a traveler residing in a  
non-EU country you are entitled 
to claim back the VAT on your 
purchases when you bring them 
home.

You will find the VAT refund service 
of Global Refund in the major shops 
of Poland.
 
Spend a minimum of 200PLN, and 
save up to 12% the purchase price. 

For more details contact:
Global Refund Polska S.p. z o o
Phone: +48 22 500 18 51
e-mail: taxfree.pl@globalrefund.com
www.globalrefund.com
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Alma ul. Ostrobramska 75c (Promenada), tel. (+48) 
22 514 05 44, www.almamarket.pl. Top end hyper-
market featuring several import foods, and even a walk 
in humidor. QOpen 09:00 - 22:00, Sun 10:00 - 20:00.
Auchan G-5/7, ul. Puławska 46 (Piaseczno), tel. 
(+48) 22 715 86 00, www.auchan.pl. Also in ul. 
Modlińska 8 (Białołęka), ul. Górczewska 124 (Bemowo, 
Wola Park). QOpen 07:30 - 22:00, Sun 09:00 - 20:00.
Bomi E-3, ul. Towarowa 22 (Jupiter Centrum), 
tel. (+48) 22 652 19 37, www.bomi.pl. Also on 
ul. Okopowa 58/72 (Klif) QOpen 09:00 - 21:00, Sun 
10:00 - 18:00.
Carrefour H-1, ul. Powstańców Śląskich 126, tel. 
(+48) 22 569 76 00, www.carrefour.pl. Also on Al. 
Jerozolimskie 148 (Ochota), Al. Jana Pawła II 82 (D-1, 
Arkadia), ul. Głębocka 15 (Targówek), ul. Targowa 72 
(Praga Północ) QOpen 08:30 - 22:00, Sun 09:00 - 21:00.
Mini-Europa B-1, ul. Bonifraterska 6, tel. (+48) 
22 831 67 81. Also at: ul. Górnośląska 13/15 (H-3, 
Śródmieście), ul. Daniłowskiego 2/4, Bielany), ul. Mickie-
wicza 27 (Żoliborz), ul. Andersa 24 (Śródmieście). QOpen 
07:00 - 22:00, Sun 09:00 - 22:00.
Piotr i Paweł Wschód D-4, Al. Jerozolimskie 179 
(Blue City), tel. (+48) 22 311 79 36, www.piotripaw-
el.pl. Also in Janki, Pl. Szwedzki 3 and in Targówek, ul. 
Malborska 51. QOpen 09:00 - 22:00, Sun 09:00 - 20:00.
Real ul. Mszczonowska 3, Janki (Centrum Janki), 
tel. (+48) 22 735 86 00, www.real.pl. Also on ul. 
Połczyńska 4 (Wola), ul. Jubilerska 1/3 (Praga Południe), 
ul. Puławska 427 (Ursynów). QOpen 09:00 - 22:00.
Tesco ul. Połczyńska 121/125, tel. (+48) 22 533 
91 00, www.tesco.pl. Q Open 24hrs.

Hypermarkets

Art Manus F-4, ul. Mokotowska 41, tel. (+48) 22 627 
21 04. Top quality Polish made linen on a street renowned 
for its boutique elegance. QOpen 11:00 - 19:00, Sat 11:00 
- 16:00. Closed Sun.
Bolesławiec Pottery A-4, ul. Prosta 2/14, tel. (+48) 
22 624 84 08, www.ceramicboleslawiec.com.pl. Brightly 
patterned hand-finished ceramics and tableware. QOpen 
10:00 - 18:00, Sat 09:00 - 15:00. Closed Sun.
Bombkarnia F-3, ul. Emilii Plater 47, tel. (+48) 22 624 
24 26, www.bombkarnia.com. Cutesy hand-painted glass 
ornaments including baubles, eggs and novelty gifts. QOpen 
11:00 - 19:00, Sat 11:00 - 14:00. Closed Sun.
Cepelia B-4, ul. Marszałkowska 99/101, tel. (+48) 22 
628 77 57, www.cepelia.pl. Your first stop for tacky souve-
niers. Amongst the tat also find tradtional Polish handicrafts: 
table cloths, ceramics, glass etc. Also at Pl. Konstytucji 5 
(F-4), ul. Krucza 23 (C-4), ul. Chmielna 8 (A-8). QOpen 11:00 
- 19:00, Sat 10:00 - 14:00. Closed Sun.
Forget Me Not Gift (Misiolandia) B-4, ul.Chmielna 
16, tel. (+48) 22 827 39 42. Loads of gift ideas here, from 
boneware to bags - all produced with a classical touch. But the 
true reason for visiting are the children's bears; find hundreds 
of the furry monsters here, of all shape and every size. Not 
cheap, but they'll keep the peace. QOpen 11:00 - 19:00, 
Sat 10:00 - 16:00. Closed Sun.
Velt Gallery B-3, ul. Próżna 12, tel. (+48) 22 620 32 57, 
www.velt.pl. Chic looking glassware and lamps on a street 
dying for a revival. QOpen 10:00 - 24:00, Sun 10:00 - 23:00.

Perfume & Beauty
L'Occitane F-7, ul. Wołoska 12 (Galeria Mokotów), 
tel. (+48) 724 45 04 21, www.loccitane.pl. Also on ul. 
Ostrobramska 75c (Promenada, Open 10:00-21:00, Sun 
10:00-20:00) and Al. Jana Pawla II 82 (Arkadia, D-1, Open 
10:00-22:00, Sun 10:00-21:00).QOpen 10:00 - 22:00, Sun 
10:00 - 21:00.
Perfumeria Quality B-4, Al. Jerozolimskie 65/79, tel. 
(+48) 22 630 64 97, www.perfumeriaquality.pl. QOpen 
09:00 - 20:00, Sat 10:00 - 18:00, Sun 10:00 - 17:00.
Sephora B-4, ul. Marszałkowska 116/122, tel. (+48) 
22 826 12 32, www.sephora.pl. Also on ul. Jubilerska 1/3 
(King Cross), ul. Targowa 72 (H-1, Centrum Wileńska), ul. Ostro-
bramska 75c (Praga Południe, Promenada), ul. Mszczonowska 
3 (Ochota, Centrum Janki), Nowy Świat 15/17 (C-4), Al. Jana 
Pawła II 82 (D-1, Arkadia), ul. Wołoska 12 (Mokotów, Galeria 
Mokotów), ul. Powsińska 31 (Mokotów, Sadyba Best Mall). 
QOpen 09:00 - 22:00, Sun 11:00 - 20:00.

Super Pharm F-7, ul. Wołoska 12 (Galeria Mokotów), 
tel. (+48) 22 541 33 72, www.superpharm.pl. Cosmetics 
and pharmaceutical products. QOpen 10:00 - 22:00, Sun 
10:00 - 21:00.

Polish Alcohol
Of course you didn’t come to Poland just for the booze, 
but while you’re here it’d be rude not to check out what the 
country has to offer. Primarily that means vodka, with the 
two most highly regarded clear Polish vodkas being Belve-
dere and Chopin. Find them in any alcohol store. Others to 
watch for include Żubrówka - that’s the one with the blade 
of bison grass inside - krupnik, a sweet honey vodka, and 
wiśniówka, a sickly sweet cherry drink usually consumed 
after meals. Finally, check Goldwasser, a unique elixir 
characterized by the 22 karat gold flakes floating in it. 
Bottle shops are numerous in Poland, as common as cab-
bage, though the ones we list come guaranteed to have no 
tramps or underage teens.

Chopin Luxury A-4, ul. Złota 59 (Złote Tarasy), tel. 
(+48) 22 222 01 03, www.polmos-siedlce.com.pl. More 
than an off-license, more like everything you've ever wished 
for before embarking on a Leaving Las Vegas session. Expect 
cream-of-the-crop alcohols of every name and origin, not just 
Polish. QOpen 10:00 - 22:00, Sun 10:00 - 20:00.
Nalewki i Inne ul. Jana Pawła II 82 (Arkadia), tel. (+48) 
22 331 29 80, www.nalewki-i-inne.pl. Liquors and vodkas 
that have been stored in oak casks and fused with herbs 
before being bottled up and sent out here on the market. 
Better still, they also sell gift baskets of the stuff. QOpen 
10:00 - 22:00, Sun 10:00 - 21:00.

Non-EU residents are entitled to 
claim a VAT refund when the pur-
chased goods are exported in an 
unused condition outside the EU in 
personal luggage. Shop wherever 
you see the TAX FREE logo. The 
minimum total purchase value with 
VAT per Refund Cheque is 200pln. 

Keep the Refund Cheque, have it stamped when leaving 
the final point of departure from the EU, receive a refund 
in cash at nearby Refund Office. For full details check 
www.globalrefund.com.

Tax refund

Le Chocolat B-4, ul. Żurawia 26, tel. (+48) 22 745 
10 71, www.lechocolat.pl. Weep at the choice that 
presents itself. Possibly the finest source of chocolate 
in Warsaw, with wrapped-up personalized gift packs also 
for purchase. QOpen 10:00 - 19:00, Sat 11:00 - 16:00. 
Closed Sun.
Madame Walewska E-2, Al. Jana Pawła II 22 (Hotel 
Mercure), tel. (+48) 22 528 03 62, www.madame-
walewska.waw.pl. Mercure based patisserie with fanciful 
cakes and tortes. QOpen 07:00 - 20:00, Sat, Sun 10:00 
- 17:30.
Mount Blanc Al.Jerozolimskie148 (CH Reduta), 
tel. (+48) 22 882 02 28, w w w.mountblanc.pl. 
Sinful chocolate concoctions as well as wrapped gi ft 
sets for special occasions. QOpen 10:00 - 21:00, Sun 
10:00 - 20:00.
Pijalnie Czekolady Wedel B-3, ul. Szpitalna 8, tel. 
(+48) 22 827 29 16, www.wedelpijalnie.pl. A Pol-
ish legend that's been operating since Karol Wedel first 
opened a chocolate factory in 1851. Check the handmade 
pralines. QOpen 08:00 - 22:00, Sat 10:00 - 22:00, Sun 
10:00 - 21:00.
Słodki Słony G-4, ul.Mokotowska 45, tel. (+48) 22 
622 49 34, www.slodkislony.pl. Beautiful looking cakes 
and sweets courtesy of the Gessler dynasty. QOpen 10:00 
- 24:00, Mon 11:00 - 24:00.

Bazar Różyckiego G/H-1, ul. Targowa 54, 
tel. (+48) 22 619 44 06, www.br.waw.pl. Once 
regarded as Warsaw’s premier bazaar, the compact 
Bazar Różyckiego has seen its popularity wane since 
1989. Black market trade once thrived under Nazi and 
communist governments, nowadays the historic market 
(open since 1876) is a ghostly image of its former self. 
Once considered the place for cardigans, firearms and 
spurious goods, it’s now a mildly depressing look into 
working class Warsaw life. QOpen 06:00 - 17:00, Sat 
06:00 - 15:00. Closed Sun.

Koło Bazar D-2, ul. Obozowa 99, tel. (+48) 22 
836 23 51. Quality flea market held each weekend 
from dawn till 14:00. Attracting buyers and sellers from 
across the country this is exactly the place if you’ve ever 
wanted to own a Prussian helmet or set of palace doors 
from India (yours for 16,000zł). The Russian market, 
with it’s plastic shoes and Bulgarian DVDs pales in 
comparison. What else can you find? We’ve spotted 
pre-war posters advertising Polish toothpaste, early 
19th century postcards, prewar bathroom fixtures and 
grandfather clocks. Vinyl records go for as little as 1zł. 
You’ll even find the occasional celeb looking for some-
thing wacky to fill their top-floor penthouse with. The 
traders themselves are a set of curious characters, and 
watching these veterans at work is one reason alone 
to visit. While early morning is the best time to snap 
up the rare finds, the closing Sunday at 13:00 is the 
time to hit to try and get the last minute bargains. The 
golden rule is to haggle at all times. Paying the asking 
price means overpaying.

Photography Market F-5, ul. Batorego 10. Discount 
camera equipment inside the Stodoła nightclub. Lenses, 
lamps, filters, negatives etc. Highly recommended for 
those who take their photography seriously and know 
what they are looking for. Q Open Sun 10:00 - 14:00. 
Admission 4zł.

MarketsSpeciality food shops
Fine Wine & Spirits G-4, ul. Piękna 18, tel. (+48) 
22 375 69 71, www.fws.pl. Whether buying as a pres-
ent or, as an investment in your own night out, Fine Wine 
and Spirits can cater for all your alchol needs. It various 
locations around the city make it paticularly useful. Also 
at: ul. Wiertnicza 93 (Mokotów), tel. 022 651 70 58, ul. 
Sienna 39 (A-4), tel. 022 654 53 88, Konstancin Jeziorna, 
ul. Warszawska 25, tel. 022 717 54 91, Pl. Dąbrowskiego 
2/4 (B-3) 022 826 50 39. QOpen 10:00 - 21:00, Sat 
10:00 - 20:00. Closed Sun.
Krakowski Kredens C-4, ul. Nowy Świat 22, tel. (+48) 
696 49 00 11, www.krakowskikredens.pl. Upmarket Pol-
ish delicatessen selling jams, compotes, hams and cheeses. 
Also on ul. Złota 59 (Złote Tarasy). Open 10:00 - 22:00, Sun 
10:00 - 20:00. QOpen 10:00 - 19:00, Sat 10:00 - 16:00. 
Closed Sun.
Kuchnie Świata A-4, ul. Złota 59 (Zlote Tarasy), 
tel. (+48) 22 222 02 74, w w w.kuchnieswiata.
com.pl. Perhaps the best known of all the speciali ty 
food stores Kuchnia is an Aladdin's Cave that presents 
every thing from Cheddar cheese to Mama Africa's Zulu 
sauce. For a full list of products, as well as the chance 
to get them deli vered to your door, click through to 
the (Polish-only) website. QOpen 10:00 - 22:00, Sun 
10:00 - 20:00.
Marks & Spencer F-3, ul. Złota 59 (Złote Tarasy), tel. 
(+48) 22 222 06 50, http://www.marks-and-spencer.
com.pl/. Not exactly the food hall M&S are famous for back 
in the UK, but nonetheless, situated at the back of the Marks 
& Sparks clothing racks is a cracking little selection of hard-
to-find foods including lemon curd, own brand tomato soup, 
Worcester sauce crisps, steak pie, chicken Kiev, tinned and 
frozen curries and traditional lemonade.
Also at: Arkadia ul. Jana Pawła 82, Targówek ul. Głębocka 15, 
Galeria Mokotów QOpen 10:00 - 22:00, Sun 10:00 - 20:00.
Namaste India B-4, ul. Nowogrodzka 15, tel. (+48) 22 
357 09 39, www.namasteindia.pl. Better known as one 
of Poland's best takeaways, Namaste also doubles as a bit 
of a grocery store with a small but decent line of products 
imported from Asia - including herbal shampoos, heat-and-
eat curries, soft drinks and spices. Lots of spices. QOpen 
11:00 - 22:00, Sun 12:00 - 22;00.
Samira F-4, Al. Niepodlegołości 213, tel. (+48) 22 
825 09 61, www.samira.pl. One more place that's half 
eatery, half grocery store. The produce of Lebanon is the 
focus here, with mixes, syrups, juices and other middle 
eastern miscellany on offer. QOpen 10:00 - 21:00, Sun 
12:00 - 18:00.

Sweets
Polish food is a conundrum. On one hand you have stodgy, 
gut clogging mains, on the other delectable desserts that 
stand shoulder-to-shoulder with the best. What to get? 
Pączki are your donuts, krówki are fudge style snacks, 
pierniki your gingerbread and faworki a deliciously light 
pastry topped with a scattering of sugar. Leave room 
for the sernik, the Polish take on cheesecake, but stand 
warned it sometimes comes with the quite needless ad-
dition of raisins. All of the following are stalwarts in their 
trade with bullet-proof reputations.

Delikatesy Blikle C-3, ul. Nowy Świat 35, tel. (+48) 
22 828 63 25, www.blikle.pl. Aside from homemade 
cakes and eclairs Poland's most famous confectioner can 
boast killer donuts, once enjoyed by a certain Charles de 
Gaulle. QOpen 10:00 - 19:00, Sat 10:00 - 16:00. Closed 
Sun.

www.inyourpocket.com
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Arkadia D-1, Al. Jana 
Pawła II 82, tel. (+48) 
22 331 34 00, www.
arkadia.com.pl. If you 
can’t find it in Arkadia, 
you probably never will. 
Covering a total area 
of 287 000 m2 Arka-
dia stands out as the 

biggest shopping mall in Central Europe. The five floor 
leviathan contains everything you need to survive War-
saw, so it’s little wonder we know of people who spend 
their lives stalking around its corridors; approximately 
45,000 - 70,000 people visit each day. It took three 
years of work to complete, and now houses fashion 
stores include Lacoste, Gant, Peek & Cloppenburg and 
Tommy Hilfiger, as well as ubiquitous high street chains 
like Zara, Espirit and Kappahl. A giant Saturn store takes 
care of all your electronic needs: from DVDs to sound 
systems. Carrefour takes a large chunk of the ground 
floor, though most expats are making a beeline for the 
first Mark & Spencers food department in the country. 
If you can’t find what you’re after in there then head to 
Kuchnia I Świat. The shop is tiny but is home to everything 
from Marmite and Pirri Pirri sauce to Weetabix, Cadburys 
Chocolate and Dr Pepper. English language books are 
available from American Bookstore, and foreign press 
from EMPiK. Entertainment comes in the form of a 15 
screen multiplex. Alongside some very decent dining op-
tions is the microbrewery Bierhalle. Serving homemade 
beer and plates of sausages, this is exactly the place to 
leave the other half where he will be delightfully happy for 
a few hours. Connected by 10 tram lines, 15 bus routes 
and with space for 4,000 vehicles.QOpen 10:00 - 22:00, 
Sun 10:00 - 21:00.

Galer ia  Mokotów 
E-7, ul. Wołoska 12, tel. 
(+48) 22 541 41 41, 
www.galeriamokotow.
pl. At 150,000m2 Galeria 

Mokotów has been eclipsed in size by Arkadia and Blue 
City, but remains the mall of choice for a large number of 
expats. Clothes wise stores include Clavin Klein, Lacoste, 
Versace, Trussardi, Peek & Cloppenburg, as well as 
several high street chains like Mango, Napa- Diesel and 
River Island. The entertainment center on the top floor 
includes bowling, food court and Cinema City multiplex. 
QOpen 10:00 - 22:00, Sun 10:00 - 21:00.

Likus Concept 
Stor e  C -3,  u l . 
K r a k o w s k i e 
P r z e d m i e ś c i e 
16/18, tel. (+48) 
22 492 74 02, 
w w w . l i k u s c o n -
ceptstore.pl. The 
L i k u s  C o n c e p t 
Stores, already a 

fixture on the Krakow shopping market, now reach 
Warsaw with the opening of LCS. Housed in a XIX century 
bath house which was the only one of its kind to survive 
WWII, the trademark mix of restored architectural styles 
combined with modern design have created one of the 
most pleasing places to shop in the heart of Warsaw. Situ-
ated on the recently renovated Krakowskie Przedmiescie 
between the old town and the shopping district of Nowy 
Swiat, LCS has 2 boutiques, a vinery, delicatessen and 
restaurant. The Diesel boutique is reported to be the 
most modern in the world while the LFC boutique, which 
carries labels such as Dsquared2, Martin Margiela, 
Polo, J.Lindeberg, John Galliano, and Gianfranco Ferre 
looks out over the restaurant. In the restaurant you find 
a fusion menu influenced by the collections on sale and 
sitting at its heart is a 100-year old which they now use 
to chill champagne. Nice. QOpen 11:00 - 21:00, Sun 
11:00 - 17:00.

Shopping malls Złote Tarasy A-4, ul. 
Złota 59, tel. (+48) 22 
222 22 00, www.zloteta-
rasy.pl. Warsaw ‘s mon-
strous train station now 
has a new neighbour - the 
sparkling Złote Tarasy com-
plex. Officially opened on 
February 7, 2007 by Warsaw 
mayor, Hanna Gronkiewicz 
Waltz, the first afternoon 
alone saw 64,000 people 

file through the doors. The 250 million Euro project 
includes 225,000m2 of office, retail and entertainment 
space, with underground parking for 1,600 cars. Projected 
to draw more than million visitors each month the complex 
signals a bold shift away from the out-of-town malls found 
in Warsaw, and familiar stores will include NEXT, Marks 
& Spencers, Aldo, Poland’s first Body Shop, Hugo Boss, 
Van Graf clothes store and EMPiK. For leisure, visitors can 
not only visit Poland’s first Hard Rock Café which is split 
over 2 levels, but also a multiplex cinema and more than 
20 restaurants and bars spread over 5 levels, including a 
Burger King. Designed by Jerde Partnership International 
(whose founder, Jon Adams Jerde, designed the Olympic 
Village for LA 1984), the central showpiece is a 10,000m 
glass dome, fitted with a special mechanism to both filter 
sunrays and to stop snow from building up. QOpen 10:00 
- 22:00, Sun 10:00 - 20:00.

Kl i f  D-1,  u l .  Okopowa 
58/72, tel. (+48) 22 531 
45 00, www.klif.pl. The 
nationwide Kli f chain have 
long been present in Warsaw, 
though if you think you’ve seen 
it all before then think again. 
These chaps have rebranded 
and re-launched with October 
2008 refit resulting in the addi-
tion of new floors, an updated 
design and a thorough facelift. 

But as with all shopping centres the proof comes in the 
pudding, ie the tenants. Now on show are top tags from 
MaxMara to PennyBlack, as well outlets for IceIceberg, 
Versace Collection, Baldinini, Ferre Milano, Bugatti, Fra-
ternity, Mariella Burani, Plus IT, Miss Sixty, Pinko, Patrizia 
Pepe and casual faves like Fred Perry and Paul & Shark. 
For the juniors watch for Blueberry, a shop selling kid-sized 
labels featuring the croc of Lacoste, Levi’s etc.QOpen 
09:00 - 21:00, Sun 10:00 - 20:00.

KLIF SHOPPING CENTER
UL. OKOPOWA 58/72, 01-042 WARSAW
PHONE: 022 531 45 00, WWW.KLIF.PL

OVER100
SHOPS
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ment organisations and companies. Every single offer has at 
least one image and the descriptions are all translated into 
English by a native speaker, not a computer. You can choose 
to deal directly with the sellers (who often speak English) 
or make use of interpretors, drivers, and other services. 
Mamdom charges no commission on any property purchases.
The Polish Property Company D-4/5, ul. Grójecka 
40/55, tel. (+48) 22 668 58 36, www.thepolishproper-
tycompany.com. The Polish Property Company will organise 
fully escorted tours and property viewings and explain the 
buying process in plain English. Although based in Warsaw, 
they offer their services nationwide.
Unigroup B-4, ul. Marszałkowska 83 lok. 1, tel. (+48) 
22 628 81 85, www.uni-group.pl. Commercial and resi-
dential rentals in all quarters of the city.

Recruitment
Prowork Childcare Recruitment C-4, ul. Smolna 
38/8, tel. (+48) 22 323 63 35, www.prowork.com.pl. 
English speaking nannies/housekeepers.
Randstad Al. Jerozolimskie 56c, tel. (+48) 22 462 25 
00, www.randstad.pl.

Relocation companies

Move One Relocations F-4, ul. Koszykowa 54, tel. 
(+48) 22 630 81 60, www.moveonerelo.com.
PRO Relocation Pl. Wilsona 4/81, tel. (+48) 22 869 
04 40, www.prorelo.com.

Temporary office rental
Regus Plaza Sp. z o.o. G-3, ul. Prusa 2 (Sheraton 
Warsaw), tel. (+48) 22 657 00 00, www.regus.com.

Translators & Interpreters
Komputekst ul. Międzyborska 82, tel. (+48) 22 825 
40 50, www.komputekst.pl.
Trado F-3, ul. Widok 5/7/9, tel. (+48) 22 826 34 81. 
High quality certified and standard translations and interpre-
tations. Language training and conferences. Twelve years 
of experience, 40 languages, 500 cooperating translators, 
thousands of satisfied clients. Why go someplace else?

Gospel Baptist Church ul. Czerniowiecka 4 (Mo-
kotów), tel. (+48) 500 27 09 90. Services are held in Polish 
and English languages: Sun. 11:00 (Sunday School), 12:00 
(AM service), 18:00 (PM Service), Thurs. 19:00. For more 
information contact: Pastor Paul Sock, mob. 0500-270-990, 
e-mail: paulesock@yahoo.com.

Photo developing
Prolab B-3, ul. Zgoda 13, tel. (+48) 22 827 15 87, 
www.relax-foto.pl.

Pre-schools
Happy Montessori House ul. Rumiana 14 (Wilanów), 
tel. (+48) 697 06 05 04, http://www.hmh.com.pl. An 
international pre-school for children aged 2 to 6 years.

Private clinics
Alfa - Lek C-3, ul. Nowy Świat 58a (entrance from ul. Or-
dynacka 15), tel. (+48) 22 826 45 02, www.alfa-lek.pl.
Centrum Medyczne Puławska ul. Puławska 33, 
Piaseczno, tel. (+48) 22 737 50 50, www.cmp.med.
pl. QOpen 07:30 - 20:00, Sat 09:00 - 14:00. Closed Sun.
Damian Hospital ul. Wałbrzyska 46, tel. (+48) 22 566 
22 22, www.damian.pl. English-speaking doctors and home 
visits available 24hrs a day. Also at ul. Foksal 3/5, al. KEN 
103 & al. Niepodległości 107/109.
J.J. Capricorn C-1, ul. Bukowińska 26b, tel. (+48) 22 
831 86 69, www.jjcapricorn.com.
Kształtosfera E-4, ul. Filtrowa 30/28, tel. (+48) 22 
425 25 28, www.ksztaltosfera.pl. A complete range of 
non-invasive surgeries designed to improve the way you 
look.Q Open by prior arrangement.
LIM Medical Center A-4, Al. Jerozolimskie 65/79 
(Marriott Hotel), tel. (+48) 22 458 70 00, www.cmlim.
pl. Also on ul. Domaniewska 41B, ul 17 Stycznia 49, al. Jana 
Pawła 78 & ul. Bobrowiecka 1.
Lux-Med ul. Postępu 21c, tel. (+48) 22 332 28 88, 
www.luxmed.pl. Q Open 24hrs.

Real estate
Ascheberg Immobilien G-3, ul. Rozbrat 34/36 no. 
65, tel. (+48) 22 628 79 36, www.ascheberg.com.pl.
Emmerson A-3, ul. Jana Pawła II 27, tel. (+48) 22 828 
92 96, www.emmerson.pl.
Knight Frank Nieruchomości B-4, ul. Mysia 5, tel. 
(+48) 22 596 50 50, www.knightfrank.com.pl.
Mamdom , www.mamdom.com. Mamdom.com is Polands 
largest Anglo-Polish Property Portal listing thousands of real 
estate offers from estate agents, private individuals, govern-

International Women’s Group , www.iwgwarsaw.
com. Meetings are held twice a month on the first Monday 
(at rotating locations between 10:30 and 12:30) and the third 
Monday of the month at Restauracja Tapa y Toro located in 
the Zlote Trasy Shopping Mall (ul. Zlota 59) from 10:00 - 11:00. 
For more information see www.iwgwarsaw.com or contact us 
at iwgwarsaw@yahoo.com
Mums & Tots , postmaster@mumsandtots.com, www.
mumsandtots.com.
SWEA , www.swea.org. The association of Swedish and 
Swedish-speaking women abroad. Cultural, educational and 
recreational activities throughout the year. For more info 
contact warszawa@swea.org.

Foreign institutes
Representation of the European Comission in 
Poland (Komisja europejska przedstawicielstwo 
w Polsce) A-4, ul. Jasna 14/16a, tel. (+48) 22 556 89 
89, ec.europa.eu/polska.

Genealogy
National Archive B-1, ul. Krzywe Koło 7, tel. (+48) 22 
831 18 03, www.warszawa.ap.gov.pl.

International schools
American School of Warsaw ul. Warszawska 202, 
Konstancin-Jeziorna, tel. (+48) 22 702 85 00, www.
asw.waw.pl.
Ecole Antoine de Saint-Exupéry ul. Nobla 16 (Praga 
Południe), tel. (+48) 22 616 14 99, www.saint-exupery.
pl.
German - Polish School of Meeting and Dialogue 
“Willy - Brandt - Schule” in Warsaw ul. Wandy Rutkie-
wicz 2 (Wilanów), tel. (+48) 22 642 27 05, www.d-s-w.
pl. Also at ul. Kolegiacka 1a (Wilanów).
International American School ul. Dembego 
18 (Ursynów), tel. (+48) 22 649 14 40, www.ias.
edu.pl.
International European School ul. Wiertnicza 
75 (Wilanów), tel. (+48) 22 842 44 48, www.ies-
warsaw.pl.
The British School ul. Limanowskiego 15 (Mokotów), 
tel. (+48) 22 842 32 81, www.thebritishschool.pl.

Kindergardens
The Fabulous Land (Bajkowa kraina) G-7, ul. 
Idzikowskiego 39, tel. (+48) 22 853 72 91, www.
bajkowakraina.pl.
The Rainbow Garden (Tęczowy ogród) E-6, ul. 
Miłobędzka 14, tel. (+48) 22 848 04 35, www.teczowyo-
grod.com.pl. Also at ul. Racławicka 124 (E-6).

Language schools
Akademia PFF ul. Zwycięzców 30/5, tel. (+48) 22 
672 93 75, www.pff-warsaw.com. Polish courses for 
foreigners.
The Centre for Polish Studies B-3, ul. Świętokrzyska 
20, tel. (+48) 605 20 58 82, www.learnpolish.edu.pl.

Places of worship
Catholic Parish in the Archdiocese of Warsaw 
C-3, ul. Radna 14, tel. (+48) 600 38 49 16, www.
catholic.li.pl. English-language mass held each Sunday 
at 11:30. 

24-hour pharmacies
Apteka H-1, ul. Lubelska 1 (Warszawa Wschodnia train 
station), tel. (+48) 22 818 65 13, www.juventa.pl. Q 
Apteka Beata E-2, Al. Solidarności 149, tel. (+48) 22 
620 08 18, www.aptekabeata.pl. Q 
Apteka Grabowskiego A-4, Al. Jerozolimskie 54 (Cen-
tral Station), tel. (+48) 22 825 69 86, www.doz.pl. Q 

Business associations
American Chamber of Commerce F-3, Warsaw 
Financial Centre, ul. Emili Plater 53, tel. (+48) 22 520 
59 99, www.amcham.com.pl.
British Polish Chamber of Commerce A-2, ul. Fabry-
czna 16/22, tel. (+48) 22 320 01 00, www.bpcc.org.pl.
Polish-German Chamber of Commerce B-1, ul. 
Miodowa 14, tel. (+48) 22 531 05 00, www.ahk.pl.

Consulates & Embassies
Australia B-4, ul. Nowogrodzka 11, tel. (+48) 22 521 
34 44, www.australia.pl.
Austria H-5, ul. Gagarina 34, tel. (+48) 22 841 00 81, 
www.ambasadaaustrii.pl.
Canada C-4, ul. Matejki 1/5, tel. (+48) 22 584 31 00, 
www.canada.pl.
Czech Republic G-4, ul. Koszykowa 18, tel. (+48) 22 
525 18 50, www.mzv.cz/warsaw.
France G-4, ul. Piękna 1, tel. (+48) 22 529 30 00, www.
ambafrance-pl.org.
Germany G-4, ul. Jazdów 12, tel. (+48) 22 584 17 00, 
www.warszawa.diplo.de.
Ireland C-4, ul. Mysia 5, tel. (+48) 22 849 66 33, www.
embassyofireland.pl.
Italy F-2, Pl. Dąbrowskiego 6, tel. (+48) 22 826 34 71, 
www.ambvarsavia.esteri.it.
Latvia ul. Królowej Aldony 19 (Saska Kempa), tel. (+48) 
22 617 43 89, www.latvia.pl.
Lithuania G-3, Al. Ujazdowskie 14, tel. (+48) 22 635 
97 94, http://consulate-warsaw.mfa.lt.
Netherlands H-4, ul. Kawalerii 10, tel. (+48) 22 559 
12 00, www.nlembassy.pl.
Norway G-4, ul. Chopina 2a, tel. (+48) 22 696 40 30, 
www.amb-norwegia.pl.
Russia G-5, ul. Belwederska 49, tel. (+48) 22 621 34 
53, www.poland.mid.ru.
Slovakia G-4, ul. Litewska 6, tel. (+48) 22 525 81 10, 
www.ambasada-slowacji.pl.
Spain G-4, ul. Myśliwiecka 4, tel. (+48) 22 583 40 00, 
www.madrid.polemb.net.
Sweden G-5, ul. Bagatela 3, tel. (+48) 22 640 89 00, 
www.swedenabroad.com/warsaw. QOpen . Closed Sat.
United Kingdom G-4, Kawalerii 12, tel. (+48) 22 311 
00 00, www.ukinpoland.fco.gov.uk.
USA G-4, Al. Ujazdowskie 29/31, tel. (+48) 22 625 14 
01, poland.usembassy.gov.

Ex-pat organisations
American Friends In Warsaw , awfinfo@hotmail.com.
Amnesty International ul. Piękna 66a, lokal 2, tel. 
(+48) 22 827 60 00, amnesty.org.pl.
International Rotary Club , tel. (+48) 601 897 731. 
International Rotary Club - Warszawa Wilanów is the only 
English speaking Rotary Club in Warsaw. Visiting Rotarians 
are warmly welcomed to join the weekly meetings held at the 
Polonia Palace Hotel, Al. Jerozolimskie 45. Tuesday’s at 12:00, 
except the last Tuesday of each month when the meeting is 
at 19:00. For more information: +48 601 897 731

Corstjens Worldwide Movers Group 
ul. Nowa 23, Stara Iwiczna-Piaseczno, 
tel. 022 737 72 00, www.corstjens.
com. Worldwide removal services, excellent 
storage facilities and relocations to and within 

Europe. Office and local moves also handled.
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Welcome to the Roma restaurant. In the unique atmosphere of our 
warm, cozy and intimate interiors you will find the wealth of 

flavours of our Italian cuisine, all perfectly complemented by selected 
wines from around the world. An ideal place for family or corporate 

events, romantic dinners and engagement parties.

ROMA Bukieteria
ul. Mokotowska 49
00-542 Warszawa
tel. 22 621 03 11

komkom. 601 601 445 445 406 406
bukieteria@restauracjaroma.pl

www.restauracjaroma.pl
OPEN: Mon-Fri 12:00 – 23:00 or last guest

Sat  13:00 – 23:00 or last guest, Sun 14:00 – 21:00 or last guest

ROMA
ul. Grottgera 2

00-785 Warszawa
tel. 22 841 01 33

komkom. 601 601 444 444 942 942
roma@restauracjaroma.pl

ROMA
ul. Jasna 24

00-054 Warszawa
tel. 22 826 76 76

komkom. 609 609 999 999 319 319
roma@restauracjaroma.pl
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1 Sierpnia D-6/7
29 Listopada H-4
Aleje Ujazdowskie C-4, (G-3/5)
Andersa, gen. A-1/2 (E-1/2)
Anielewicza A-2 (D/E-1/2)
Archiwalna D-5
Armii Ludowej, al. F/H-4
Bagatela G-4/5
Bagno B-3
Banachago D/E-5
Bankowy, pl. A-2 (F-2)
Barbary, św. B-4, (F-3)
Barokowa B-2
Barona D-2
Batorego E/F-5
Bednarska B/C-2
Bellottiego D-2
Belwederska G-5/6
Biała A-3 (E-2)
Białobrzeska D-4/5
Bielańska B-2 (F-2)
Bitwy Warszawskiej 1920 r. D-4/5
Bobrowskiego D-5
Boduena B-3
Bohaterów Getta A-2 (E/F-1)
Bohdanowicza D-6
Boleść B-1
Bonifraterska A/B-1
Bracka C-4
Browarna C-2/3 (G-2)
Brylowska D-3
Brzeska H-1
Brzozowa B-1
Bugaj B-1/2
Bytnara F-6/7
Canaletta B-2
Celna B-1/2
Chałubińskiego A/B-4 (F-3/4)
Chełmska H-6
Chłodna A-3 (D/E-2)
Chmielna A-4, B/C-3/4, (E-3, F-3)
Chocimska G-5
Chodkiewicza E-5/6
Chopina G-4
Ciasna B-1
Ciepła A-3 (E-2)
Cicha C-3
Corazziego B-2
Czackiego B-3 (F-2)
Czerniakowska G/H-3
Czerska H-5/6
Czeska H-2
Dąbrowskiego, pl. B-3 (F/G-6)
Dawna B-1/2
Defilad, pl. B-4 (F-3)
Dickensa D-5
Długa A/B-1/2 (F-1)
Długosza D-2
Dobra C-2/3 (G-1/2)
Dobrzańskiego A-3
Dolna G-6
Drewniana C-3
Dubois A-1 (E-1)
Dzielna A-2 (D/E-1/2)
Dzika D/E-1
Elektoralna A-2/3 (E-2)
Emilii Plater A/B-3/4 (F-3)
Esperanto E-1/2
Etiudy Rewolucyjnej E-7
Filtrowa E-4
Floriańska G-1
Foksal C-3 (G-3)
Franciszkańska A/B-1
Francuska H-2
Frascati C-4
Fredry B-2 (F-2)
Freta B-1 (F-1)
Furmańska C-2 (F/G-2)
Gagarina G-5
Gałczyńskiego C-3
Gamerskiego B-2
Geodetów D-5
Gęsta C-2
Gibalskiego D-2

Górnośląska H-3
Górska H-5/6
Górskiego B/C-3
Goszczyńskiego F/G-6
Goworka G-5
Graniczna B-3
Grodzka C-2
Grójecka D/E-4/6
Grzybowska A-3 (E/F-2/3)
Grzybowski, pl. A/B-3
Grzymały D-4
Hoża B/C-4 (F/G-3)
Hynka D-7
Idzikowskiego G/H-6/7
Inflancka A-1
Iwicka H-5
Jaktorowska D-3
Jana Pawła II, al. 
 A-2/4, (D/E-1/3)
Jana Sobieskiego G/H-5/6
Jasielska D-6
Jasna B-3, (F-2/3)
Jazdów G-4
Jerozolimskie, Al.  
 A/C-3/4, (D/G-2/4)
Joliot-Curie F-7
Kacza D-2
Kaliska D-4
Kanonia B-2
Kapitulna B-2
Karasia C-3
Karmelicka A-2 (E-1/2)
Karolkowa D-2/3
Karowa C-2 (F/G-2)
Kasprzaka D-3
Kazimierzowska F-5
Kępna H-1
Kilińskiego B-1/2
Klonowa G-5
Kłopotowskiego G-1
Kolberga F-7
Kolejowa D/E-3/4
Konduktorska G-6
Konopnickiej C-4
Konstytucji, pl. F-4
Konwiktorska A/B-1
Kopernika C-3
Kopińska D-4
Korotyńskiego D-6
Kościelna B-1 (E/F-1)
Koszykowa E/G-4
Kotlarska D/E-2/3
Kozia B-2
Koźla B-1 (F-1)
Krakowskie Przedmieście  
 B/C-2/3, (F-2)
Krasickiego F/G-7
Krasińskich, pl. B-2 (F-1)
Krasnołęcka H-5
Kredytowa B-3 (F-2)
Krochmalna A-3 (E-2)
Królewska B-3 (F-2)
Krucza C-4 (F/G-3)
Kruczkowskiego C-3 (G-2)
Krywulta C-3
Krzywe Koło B-1
Krzywickiego E-4
Książęca C-4 (G-3)
Kubusia Puchatka C-3
Kusocińskiego G/H-4
Kwiatowa F-5
Lądowa G-5
Lenartowicza F/G-6/7
Lennona G-4
Leszczyńska C-3
Leszno D-2
Leszowa E/F-4/5
Lewartowskiego A-1/2 (E-1)
Lindleya A-4 (E-3/4)
Lipowa C-2
Litewska G-4
Lubelska H-1
Ludna G/H-3
Ludowa G-6

Lwowska F-4
Łazienkowska H-4
Łucka A-3 (E-3)
Madalińskiego F/G-5/6
Majewskiego D-5
Małachowskiego, pl. B-3
Malczewskiego F/G-6
Mariańska A-3
Mariensztat C-2
Markowska H-1
Marszałkowska B-2/4 (F-2/4)
Matejki C-4
Mazowiecka B-3 (F-2)
Miączyńska E-6/7
Miedziana A-4 (E-3)
Miła A-1 (D/E-1)
Miłobędzka E-6
Miodowa B-2 (F-1)
Mireckiego D-2
Mirowski, pl. A-3 (E-2)
Młynarska D-2
Mokotowska C-4 (G-3/4)
Mołdawska D-6
Moliera B-2 (F-2)
Moniuszki B-3
Mostowa B-1 (F-1)
Muranowska A-1 (E-1)
Mysia C-4
Myśliwiecka G/H-4
Na Rozdrożu, pl. G-4
Na Skarpie, al. G-3
Nabielaka G-5
Nalewki A-1/2
Narbutta F/G-5
Narutowicza, pl. D-4
Nehru H-5
Niecała B-2, (F-2)
Niemcewicza D/E-4
Niepodległości, al. F/G-4
Niska A-1, (D/E-1)
Niska D/E-1
Niżyńskiego Pasaż B-3
Nowiniarska B-1
Nowogrodzka A/C-4 (E/F-3)
Nowolipie A-2 (E-2)
Nowolipki A-2 (D/E-1/2)
Nowowiejska E/G-4
Nowy Świat C-3/4 (G-2/3)
Oboźna C-3
Obozowa D-2
Oczki E/F-3/4
Odolańska F/G-6
Odyńca F/G-6
Ogrodowa A-3 (E-2)
Okólnik C-3
Okopowa 1/2-D
Okrąg G/H-3
Okrzei G-1
Oleandrów F/G-4
Olimpijska E-6
Olkuska G-6
Olszewska G-5
Olszowa G-1
Ondraszka E-4/5
Opolski, pl. D-2
Ordynacka C-3 (G-2)
Orla A-2/3 (E-2)
Orłowicza G-3
Ossolińskich B-2
Padewska G-6
Panieńska G-1
Pańska A-3/4 (E-3)
Parkowa G-5
Pasteura D-4/5
Paszyna D-1
Pawia A-2 (D/E-2, E-1)
Pawińskiego D-5/6
Pereca A-3 (E-3)
Piaseczyńska G-6
Piekarska B-2
Piękna F/G-4
Piłsudskiego, marsz. pl. B-3 (F-2)
Piwarskiego G/H-6
Piwna B-2

Płatowcowa E-6
Platynowa E-3
Podchorążych G/H-5
Podwale B-1/2 (F-1)
Pokorna A-1
Polna F/G-4
Poniatowskiego, ks. Al. H-2
Powązkowska D-1
Powstańców Warszawy, pl. B-3
Poznańska B-4 (F-3)
Promenada G-5/6
Prosta A-4 (D/E-3)
Próżna B-3
Prusa C-4
Pruszkowska D-6
Przechodnia A-2/3
Przemyska D-5
Przyokopowa D-3
Przyrynek B-1
Ptasia A/B-3 (F-2)
Puławska G-5/7
Pułku Baszta F-7
Pytlasińskiego G-6
Racławicka D/E-6
Radna C-3
Rajców B-1
Rakowiecka E/G-5
Raszyńska E-4
Rejtana G-5
Rokitnicka E-5
Rostafińskich E-5
Róż, al. G-4
Różana F/G-5/6
Rozbrat G-3
Rycerska B-2
Rynek Nowego Miasta B-1 (F-1)
Rynek Starego Miasta B-1/2
Rysia B-3
Sandomierska G-5
Sanguszki B-1
Sanocka D-5/6
Sapieżyńska A/B-1
Sasanki D-7
Senatorska B-2 (F-1/2)
Schillera B-2 (F-1)
Siedmiogrodzka D-3
Sielecka H-5/6
Siemieńskiego D-5
Sienkiewicza B-3
Sienna A-4 (E-3)
Skaryszewska H-1
Skarżyńskiego D-5
Skierniewicka D-3
Skorochód D-5/6
Sławińska D-3/4
Słoneczna G-5
Słupecka D-4
Smocza D/E-1/2
Smolna C-3/4
Sokola G/H-1/2
Solec G/H-2/3
Solidarności, al.  
 A/C-1/3, (D/G-1/2)
Sosnowa A-4
Spacerowa G-5
Spartańska E-7
Spiska D/E-4
Srebrna F-3
Stara B-1
Starościńska F/G-5
Starynkiewicza, pl. E-3
Staszica D-2
Stawki A-1 (D/E-1)
Stefana Batorego E/F-5
Stępińska H-5/6
Sulkiewicza G-5
Szara G-3
Szarych Szeregów D-3
Szczęśliwicka D-4
Szczygla C-3
Szkolna B-3
Szpitalna B-3/4
Szucha, al. G-4
Szwoleżerów H-4

Śliska A-4
Świętojańska B-2
Świętojerska A/B-1/2 (E/F-1)
Świętokrzyska B/C-3 (E/G-2/3)
Tagore’a F-6
Tamka C-3 (G-2)
Targowa G/H-1
Teatralny, pl. B-2 (F-2)
Tłomackie A/B-2
Tokarzewskiego-Karaszewicza  
 B-2/3
Topiel C-3
Towarowa D/E-2/3
Traugutta B/C-3
Trębacka B-2
Trojdena, ks. D/E-5
Trzech Krzyży, pl. C-4 (G-3)
Tuwima C-3
Twarda A-3/4 (E-3)
Tyniecka G-6/7
Unii Lubelskiej, pl. G-4/5
Ursynowska F/G-6
Wał Miedzeszyński H-2/3
Walecznych H-2
Waliców A-3 (E-2/3)
Wałowa A-1/2 (E-1)
Warecka B/C-3 (F-2)
Waryńskiego  F/G-4/5
Wąski Dunaj B-2
Wawelska D/F-4
Widok B-4
Wiecha Pasaż  B-3/4
Wiejska C-4 (G-3)
Wierzbowa B-2 (F-2)
Wiktorska F/G-6
Wilanowska H-3
Wilcza B/C-4 (F/G-3/4)
Wileński pl. G-1
Willowa G-5
Winnicka D-5
Wioślarska H-3
Wiślana C-2
Wiślicka D-5/6
Wiśniowa F/G-5, F/G-6
Witosa, al. H-6/7
Wodna B-1
Wójtowska B-1
Wolność D-2
Wołoska E/F-6/7
Wolska D-3
Woronicza E/G-7
Wronia E-2/3
Wspólna A/C-4 (F-3)
Wybrzeże Gdańskie  
 B/C-1/2, (F-1)
Wybrzeże Helskie C-1 (G-1)
Wybrzeże Kościuszkowskie  
 C-2, (G-1/2)
Wybrzeże Szczecińskie  
 C-1/2, (G-1/2)
Ząbkowska H-1
Zajęcza C-3 (G-2)
Zakroczymska B-1
Zamenhofa A-1/2 (E-1)
Zamkowy, pl. B-2 (F-1)
Zamoyskiego H-1
Zapiecek B-2
Zawiszy, pl. E-3
Zbawiciela, pl. F-4
Zbierska G/H-5/6
Zgoda B-3/4
Zieleniecka, al. H-1/2
Zielna B-3
Zimna A-3
Złota B-3, A/B-4 (E/F-3)
Zoli G-4
Zwycięzców H-3
Żelazna A-3/4 (E-2/3)
Żelaznej Bramy, pl. A/B-3 (F-2)
Żurawia B/C-4 (F/G-3)
Żwirki i Wigury D/E-4/7
Żytnia D-2

Airport Hotel Okęcie 36
Amicus 36
Belwederski 34
Best Western Hotel Mazurkas 
 32
Boutique Bed & Breakfast 34
Brown Apartments 37
Campanile 34
Castle Inn 34
Courtyard by Marriott 36
De Silva Piaseczno 34
Dom Literatury 34
Dream Apartments 38
Duval 38
Etap Warszawa Centrum 36
Garden Villa 38
Gromada 34
Gromada Airport 36
Harenda 34
Helvetia 38
Hetman 34
Hilton Warsaw Hotel & 
Convention Centre 30
Hit 36
Holiday Inn Warszawa 30
Holiday Inn Warszawa Józefów 
 32
Hostel Służewiec 39
Hostel To-Tu 39
Hostel Wilson 39
Hyatt Regency Warsaw 30
Ibis Ostrobramska 34
Ibis Stare Miasto 34
Ibis Warszawa Centrum 35
InterContinental 30, 38
Jan III Sobieski 34
Kanonia 39
Karat 35
Krokodyl 39
Kyriad Prestige 35
Le Méridien Bristol 31
Lord 35
MaMaison Le Regina 31
MaMaison Residence Diana 38
Maria 35
Marriott 32
Mazowiecki 37
MDM 35
Mercure Grand 34
Mercure Warszawa Fryderyk 
Chopin 34
Metropol 35
Nathan's Villa 39
Novotel Warszawa Airport 36
Novotel Warszawa Centrum 32
Oki Doki 39
Old Town Apartments 38
P&O Apartments 38
Partner 35
Polonia Palace Hotel 32

PragA!partments 38
Premiere Classe 37
Profesorski 37
Radisson Blu Centrum Hotel 32
Residence St. Andrew's Palace  
 38
Reytan 36
Rialto 32
Royal Route Residence 38
Sheraton Warsaw 32
Sofitel Warsaw Victoria 32
Start Hotel Aramis 37
Start Hotel Atos 37
Start Hotel Felix 37
Start Hotel Portos 36
The Westin 32
Zajazd Napoleoński 36

99 51
Absynt 46
Adler 48
Akashia 58
Ale Gloria 62
Amber Room 51
Amigos 40
Arti 49
Atrio 51
Bacio 54
Bacio Di Angelo 54
Balgera 54
Banja Luka 42
Baraboo 55
Belvedere 63
Besuto 58
Bierhalle 51
Biosfeera 49
Bistro de Paris 46
Bistro Żużu 46
Blue Cactus 68
Boathouse 61
Borpince 49
Brasserie 43
Brasserie Stanislas 46
Buddha Indian Restaurant 49
Bulgaria Magica 42
C.K. Oberża 48
Café 6/12 51
Centorrino 55
Ceprownia 63
Cesarski Pałac 42
Cesarski Pałac (Tsinghis Chan)  
 62
Conquistador 62
Deco Kredens 52
Dekanta 44
Delicja Polska 63
Der Elefant 44
Dom Polski 63
Doozo Sushi & Sticks 59
Doppiozero 55

Duo Restauracja i Klub 44
Dyspensa 52
Efes 69
El Corazon 44
El Popo 68
Endorfina Foksal 52
Enoteka Polska 55
EsSence 52
Folk Gospoda 64
Fret@Porter 52
Frida 68
Fusion 47
Fusion 56
Galeon 64
Galeria Bali Buddha Club 50
Gar 64
Ginger 47
Go Sushi 59
Gościniec Kołomyja 64
Gospoda Kwiaty Polskie 64
Grand Kredens 52
Halka Restauracja po Polsku 64
Hana Sushi 59
Hard Rock Café 40
Hong Kong House 43
Honoratka 64
Hotel Marriott's Lilla Weneda 
Restaurant 56
Hotel Rialto's Restaurant 52
Hyatt Hotel's Venti Tre 
Restaurant 56
Champions Sports Bar 
Restaurant 40
Chianti 55
Chłopskie Jadło 63
Chmielna 43
Churrasco do Landa 42
Il Sole 55
Inaba 59
India Curry 50
InterContinental's Downtown 
Restaurant 56
Izumi Sushi 59

Jazz Bistro Gwiazdeczka 44
Kanton 43
Kaya Sushi 59
Kiku Japanese Dining Gallery 59
KOM 47
Krokodyl 65
Kwai 68
La Cantina 62
La Rotisserie 46
Latino Brasserie@ferdy's 53
Le Cedre 61
Le Royal Meridien Bristol's 
Marconi 56
Lemongrass 69
Likus Concept Store 53
Lokanta 69
London Steak House 42
Maharaja 50
Mandala 50
Mango 59
Marconi 44
Maska 65
Meza 44
Michel's Brasserie 47
Namaste India 50
Namaste India Clay Oven 50
Nippon-Kan 60
Nowa La Boheme 65
Nu Jazz Bistro 47
Oberża Pod Czerwonym 
Wieprzem 65
Osteria 67
Oto! Sushi 60
Palestra 56
Papaya 48
Papu 45
Parmizzano's 56
Piccolo Bacio 56
Pierogi na Bednarskiej 65
Pizzeria Na Nowolipkach 56
Pod Samsonem 61
Podwale - Kompania Piwna 45
Poezja 45

LISTINGS INDEX

P Air conditioning A Credit cards accepted

O Casino H Conference facilities

T Child friendly U Facilities for the disabled

R Internet L Guarded parking

F Fitness centre G Non-smoking rooms

K Restaurant C Swimming pool

D Sauna W Wi-Fi

E Live music S Take away

6 Animal friendly J Old Town location

B Outdoor seating V Home delivery

Y Tourist Card accepted

Symbol KeyWHERE TO STAY

RESTAURANTS
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LISTINGS INDEX

Polka, Magda Gessler po 
prostu 65
Polskie Jadło 66
Porta 13 49
Prowansja 47
Qchnia Artystyczna 53
Radio Café 66
Rakusu 60
Red Orange 43
Restauracja Pomidoro 56
Restauracja Spotkanie 53
Roma 56
Rooster 40
Różana Restauracja Polska 66
Rozbrat 20 53
Rozmaryn 66
Rusticoni 58
Sakana 60
Salonik Warszawski 66
Samira 61
Santorini 48
Sapaya 69
Sarmacja 66
Sense 48
Sheesha Lounge 62
Sheraton Hotel 56
Sketch 54
SomePlace Else 40
Sphinx 62
St. Antonio 58
St. Traffo 45
Stary Dom 66
Strefa Gourmet 67
Suparom Thai Food 69
Sushi 77 60
Sushi Teatr 60
Sushi Zushi 60
Tapa y Toro 68
TGI Friday's 42
The Mexican 68
The Olive 54
The Oriental 43
Tokio 60
Tomo 61
Tradycja Restauracja Polska 67
U Fukiera 67
U Kucharzy 67
U Szwejka 45
Venezia 58
Venti Tre 58
Villa Foksal 54
Warsaw Tortilla Factory 68
Wook 43
Yoko Body Sushi & Omise Club 
 61
You & Me 46
Zadra 54
Zapiecek 67
Zaułek Smaków 49

Café Bristol 70
Cafe Columbia 70
Cafe Próżna 70
Coffee Karma 70
Coffeeheaven 70
Czuły Barbarzyńca 70
Häagen-Dazs 70
Chłodna 25 70
Jazz Bistro Espresso 70
Kawiarnia Same Fusy 70
Lorelei 70
Łysy Pingwin 71
Mesita 71
SensNonsensu 71
Słodki Słony 71
Starbucks Coffee 71
Szpilka 71
Vienna Café 71

2NA3 72
Axis Bar 72
Bar Below 72
Bierhalle 72
Bierhalle 81
Boathouse Wine Lounge 76
Bojangles Bar & Lounge 80
Bradley's 79
BrowArmia 81
Cafe Bar Lemon 74
Cafe Przejście 74
Café Szparka 74
Casinos Poland 77
City 24 72
Club Capitol 81
Column Bar 74
Confashion Club 81
Drink Bar 74
Enklawa 81
EsSence 74
Euphoria 85
Fantom 78
Galeria 78
Gniazdo Piratów 74
Hard Rock Cafe 74
Herezja 74
Hossa 74
Huśtawka Club 74
Champions Sports Bar & 
Restaurant 74
Irish Pub 79
Jazz Bistro 80
Jazz Bistro Gwiazdeczka 80
Jazz Point 80
Jazzownia Liberalna 80
JP's Bar 74
Klaps 75
Klub Hotel Savoy 75
Klubo Kawiarnia 82
Kokomo 85

Living Room 75
Lobby Bar 75
Lolek 75
Luztro 82
Mielżynski 76
Molly Malone's Irish Pub 79
Mono Bar 82
New Orleans 85
Obiekt Znaleziony 75
Olympic Casino Sunrise 77
Opera 82
Opium 75
Panorama Bar & Lounge 76
Paparazzi 76
Patrick's 79
Pawiarnia 82
Pistaccio Lobby Bar & Lounge  
 76
Piwiarnia Warka 76
Plan B 76
Platinium Club 83
Po Drugiej Stronie Lustra 76
Porto Praga 77
Powiśle 77
Przekąski Zakąski 72
Qfajka 77
Rabarbar 77
Rasko 79

Saturator 78
Sense 78
Sheesha Lounge 78
Skafander 72
Sketch 78
Sogo Club 85
SomePlace Else 78
Space Club 83
The Eve 83
The Nine Club & Restaurant 78
Time Café 78
Tomba Tomba 83
Tygmont 80
Underground Music Cafe 83
Utopia 79
Vegas Gentlemen's Club 85
Vinoteka la Bodega 76
W Oparach Absurdu 78
Warsaw Tortilla Factory 78
Zen Jazz Bistro 78
Zen Jazz Bistro 80

24hr Eateries 72
Ask your Concierge 30
Breakfast 58
Brunches 56
City Card 17
Climate 17
Eating at a glance 40
Facts & Figures 17
Gestapo HQ 95
Hotelcalculator with IYP 35
Jackson's Poland 80
Krakowskie Przedmieście 1 92
Krakowskie Przedmieście 2 93
Language Smarts 19
Łazienki Park 91
Lodgings at a glance 31
Mail & Phones 14
Market Values 18
Night at a glance 72
Pawiak Prison 90
Pl. Zbawiciela  82
Plac Konstytucji 82
Quick Currency Convertor 19
Royal Castle 90
Saski 96
Secret Museums of Warsaw 8
The Citadel 95
The Eastern Wall 89
The Palm 111
The Secret Garden 76
Uprising Museum 106
Vice advice 84
What's Hot, What's Not 48
Wilanow Palace 97
ZLOTA 44 94

Features index

CAFÉS

NIGHTLIFE

Well-known and respected ‚Osteria‘ 
invites you to enjoy delicious fish and seafood...

Ul. Koszykowa 54, Tel. 22 – 621 – 16 – 46, Kom . 601 243 466
www. osteria.pl, restauracja@osteria.pl

OPEN: Mon-Sat  12:00 – 23:00 or last guest
Sun  14:00 – 22:00 or last guest





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Euroscale Coated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 100
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 130
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 130
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads true
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing false
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


