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For Latvians autumn is both a time for joy and a time 
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This issue’s cover shows Latvia’s 19th-
century parliament building or as we like 
to call it, the scene of the crime – the 
place where many of Latvia’s current 
financial woes were born. On a calm 
November night it almost looks like a 
peaceful, benign place and not a hotbed 
of corruption, greed and partisanship. 
Still, it’s quite nice to look at.

Cover story

Anyone who has spent some time in Latvia will tell 
you that the time to visit is summer, but that’s no 
reason to write off an autumn trip to Riga. Sure, the 
beer gardens have packed away their umbrellas 
and most of the city’s legendary women have moth-
balled their mini-skirts (with some exceptions), but 
there’s nothing quite like an autumn stroll along the 
Latvian capital’s tree-lined boulevards, canals and 
parks. Unlike many modern cities, in Riga you’re 
never far from nature and its fall foliage, so you 
don’t even need to visit the countryside to watch 
the leaves change colour from day to day.
October and November also promise events and 
celebrations that you won’t want to miss like 
Independence Day, Lāčplēsis Day and that most 
Latvian of holidays Halloween. Sports fans can also 
watch world-class UEFA Europa League and World 
Cup qualifying matches at the Skonto Stadium or 
Kontinental (sic) Hockey League games at Arena 
Riga. Finally, expats will also tell you that Riga’s 
nightlife only heats up when the students return to 
their ‘studies’ at local universities and colleges, so 
don’t pass up an opportunity to experience autumn 
in Riga.

Newsstand
“You do not even need to pack a guidebook: just 

pick up an In Your Pocket when you arrive.”
Simon Calder

The Independent & LBC Radio 
“For further information on what to do in Riga, the 

free (Riga) In Your Pocket guide is excellent.”
The Sydney Morning Herald

Our team in Russia is preparing a rather special 
In Your Pocket guide right now to tie in with 
the 1150th aniversary of the city of Velikiy 
Novgorod. Look out for a special supplement 
in our next Russian guides and online at russia.
inyourpocket.com. Elsewhere, you can now get 
your hands on Sarajevo In Your Pocket when 
visiting the Bosnian capital, and the same team 
- who have successfully pocketed Slovenia and 
Bosnia - are now turning their attention to Italy, 
and to Venice. 
 We welcome enquiries from anyone who would 
like to take part in our Pocket Revolution, either 
by contributing content or starting up an IYP. Send 
us an email at publisher@inyourpocket.com.

Europe In Your Pocket
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By bus
The first thing you’ll notice upon arrival at the bus terminal or 
autoosta (open 05:00 - 24:00) are the impressive hangars of 
the Central Market to your right just above the murky waters 
of the Riga canal. Inside, Eurolines and Ecolines offices are 
located to your left as well as an ATM, baggage room (0.24 
- 0.50Ls/hour, 0.20Ls each additional hour) and toilets for 
0.20Ls (ask for paper). To your right is the waiting room. A 
bar/cafeteria with great views, a baby-changing station, a 
shower and even a small hostel are available upstairs. At the 
far end of the hall are a tourist and bus information centre 
(open 08:00 - 21:00) and currency exchange booth.
Getting to town: trams N°7 or 9 stop in front of the bus 
station; ride it one stop into the centre (buy a 0.60Ls ticket 
from the driver). To get there on foot, turn left, walk through 
the underpass and follow the signs ‘Vecrīga-Vaļņu iela’ into 
Old Riga. The cabs outside are notoriously dodgy. Q

By car
As of 21 December 2007, Latvia is part of the Schengen 
zone of European nations and no longer operates passport 
checkpoints on its land borders with Estonia and Lithuania. 
Just drive across the border. The Russian and Belarusian 
borders still require time and patience. Happy trails! Q

By ferry
The ferry terminal and yacht harbour lie less than 1km north 
of Old Riga. Change money in the terminal. Open 09:00 
- 18:00. Getting to town: take trams N°7, 5 or 9 (buy a 
0.60Ls ticket from the driver) from Ausekļa two stops to 
the centre of Riga. Q

By plane
The airport (lidosta) is some 13km southwest of the Riga 
city centre. Baggage claim and customs are fairly quick, 
but don’t forget to pick up a complimentary copy of Riga 
In Your Pocket while waiting for your luggage. A currency 
exchange booth is available here (open until the last flight) 
as well as a tourist information centre. Reserve a hotel 
room or rent a car in the arrivals hall. A 24-hour baggage 
room (1Ls/day) and yet another information centre are also 
available here, as well as ATMs and a post office (open 08:00 
- 17:30, Sat, Sun 09:00 - 16:00).
If you’ve departed from a non-Schengen country such as 
Ireland, the UK or the US, you’ll arrive in a different terminal at 
the north end of the airport building. Car rental and currency 
exchange are available here, but you might want to leave the 
terminal, make a right and then enter the Schengen arrival 
hall because it offers more services.
Getting to town: A queue of eager taxis will be waiting 
outside the arrivals hall. A typical ride to the city centre 
should cost no more than 10Ls. The Airport Express shuttle 
stops at five different hotels throughout the city for 3Ls every 
30 minutes between 05:30 - 00:45. Bus N°22 (get off at 
11.novembra krastmala or the Stockmann shopping centre) 
costs 0.60Ls (buy a ticket from the driver) and departs for 
the city centre roughly every 20 minutes, but be prepared 
to pay an extra 0.80Ls for large pieces of luggage. Exit the 
airport arrivals hall and walk across the parking lot to find 
the bus stop and schedule. For more information in English 
visit www.riga-airport.com. Q

By train
The train station (centrālā stacija) underwent massive 
renovations and has been modernised with a spacious 
central hall and many shopping and eating options. 
International trains arrive at platform 2. Follow signs down to 
the Central Hall (Centrālā zāle), under which are renovated 
pay toilets (0.10Ls - ask for paper from the surly cashier) 
and a baggage room (0.50 - 1.50Ls/day), open 04:30 
- 24:00. Exchange money at the currency exchanges 
(valūtas maiņas) or at the banks in the main terminal. There 
are several ATMs in the terminal. Pay-as-you-go internet 
points/phones can be found by the toilets next to tunnel A and 
by the Narvesen in front of tunnel C. The train information 
office is open 08:00 - 20:00. Getting to town: you are right 
beside Old Riga. Turn left when leaving the station and head 
toward the spire of St. Peter’s Church, then walk through the 
underpass and follow the signs ‘13. janvāra iela’ and turn 
right onto Aspazijas bulvāris. Q

City of Riga Information Centre I-2, 
Rātslaukums 6, tel. 67 03 79 00, fax 67 03 
79 10, www.rigatourism.com. Offers a wide 
range of information in a variety of languages.
Q Open 09:00 - 18:00. Closed Sun. Also on J-3, Prāgas 
1 (Bus station), tel. 67 22 05 55. Open 09:00 - 19:00. 
Closed Sun, Mon; D-4, Stacijas 2 (Train station), tel. 67 23 
38 15. Open 10:00 - 18:30. Closed Sun, Mon.
Baltic Tourism Information Centre H-2, Torņa 4 
(IC-102A), tel. 26 47 56 75, www.balticinfocentre.
com. Information, maps, tours and hotel reservation for 
all three Baltic nations. QOpen 09:30 - 18:30.

Tourist information

Tourists looking for a good deal can purchase the Riga 
Card, which provides free use of trams, buses and trol-
leybuses, free admission or discounts at museums, 
specials on car rental, discounts at restaurants, souvenir 
shops and much more. The Riga Card also comes with 
a free copy of Riga In Your Pocket and is available at 
major hotels, tourist info centres, travel agencies and the 
airport. Prices: 10Ls/24hrs, 14Ls/48hrs, 18Ls/72hrs. 
Children under 16 half price.  RC establishments in this 
guide are given the following symbol:
Riga Card Office Tel./fax 67 21 72 17, info@
rigacard.lv, www.rigacard.lv. Q

Riga Card

RCFor more public transport 
information see Getting around

Autumn day near St. Peter’s Cathedral             M.Zaprauskis
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Berlin – city of change. 
Twenty years after the Wall came 
down, the city still pulsates with 
history, creativity, variety and 
diversity like nowhere else on 
earth. This is what makes Berlin 
truly unique.

To find out more, visit
www.mauerfall09.de

be open, be free, be berlin.
www.be.berlin.de

the place to be 

for change. 
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Alcohol
Latvia has the dubious honour of holding the record for 
the world’s drunkest person. A few years ago an unnamed 
vagrant was found unconscious by police and rushed to 
hospital where his blood test revealed an astounding 7.22 
parts per mille of alcohol. Before this man was saved by 
law enforcement, the medical community had agreed that 4 
parts per mille was a lethal dose for most humans. Although 
we don’t suggest you attempt to break any records, we do 
hope you enjoy a local drink in moderation while in Riga. 
Užavas, Bauskas, Tērvetes and Valmiermuižas are among 
the nation’s best beers and the infamous Riga Black Balsam 
is a potent liquor that Latvians enjoy inflicting on tourists. 
Although bars are open at all hours, alcoholic beverages are 
only sold in shops from 08:00 - 22:00. Q

Communism
Although Latvia was once an involuntary Soviet republic, 
visitors should not come to Riga with high hopes of seeing 
grand statues of Lenin, Stalin and other objects from that 
bygone era. Most of these monuments, which are viewed 
as symbols of oppression by Latvians, have been removed 
including the Lenin statue facing east on Brīvības bulvāris 
which was levelled in August 1991. A red granite monument, 
once dedicated to the Latvian ri flemen who protected 
Lenin after the Revolution of 1917, still exists on Strēlnieku 
laukums, but now honours all of the riflemen - Whites and 
Reds. Another monument, dedicated to the Soviet ‘liberation’ 
of Riga, is located on the other side of the Daugava and is still 
used as a rallying point for red flag wavers. Many Russian-
speakers also leave flowers at the foot of the monument on 
their wedding day. Q

Electricity
The electrical current is 220V AC, 50Hz. European plugs 
are a must. Q

Health & Safety
It’s no longer a state secret how much Eastern Europe’s 
pristine environment has been polluted over the past half 
century as a result of negligent Soviet industrialisation 
policies. Latvia is by no means an exception. However, 
this devastating blow to the country’s rivers, streams, and 
coastlines had a silver lining. Grassroots organisations, 
such as the Environmental Protection Club (VAK), protested 
against these policies in the 1980s and put the first dent in 
the Soviet wall of oppression. Most of the polluted areas of 
Latvia have been effectively cleaned up and are now safe 
for the public to enjoy. Unfortunately, air quality in Riga is 
still not the best.
Although the World Health Organisation once listed Latvia 
and Estonia as hot zones for drug-resistant strains of 
tuberculosis, the situation has greatly improved over the 
past 10 years. Unfortunately, cases of tick-borne encephalitis 
are still common in the countryside. We advise vaccination 
against this disease if you plan on spending much time in 
Latvia’s forests. Another caution: although tap water can be 
used for brushing your teeth, bottled water is recommended 
for everyday consumption. Sadly, racially motivated attacks 
by Russian-speaking skinheads on both men and women, 
especially in Old Riga and the tunnels by the bus and train 
stations, are not unheard of in Riga. Those who enjoy a good 
pint and who frequent pubs and clubs should always be on 
the lookout for any suspicious characters especially on Līvu 
laukums after midnight. See Scams on p.10. Q



BasiCs �BasiCs

October - November 2009riga.inyourpocket.com

 
International School of Latvia 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Open to all students ages 2-18 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Celebrating 15 Years  
of Excellence! 

 

  

 

www.isl.edu.lv 

Special Spring Offer:  
No enrollment fee for first 

15 respondents! 

McDonald’s Big Mac 1.60Ls $3.40 €2.29
Loaf of white bread 0.45Ls $0.96 €0.64
Snickers bar 0.28Ls $0.60 €0.40
0.7L of vodka 5.00Ls $10.64 €7.14
0.5L bottle of local beer 0.55Ls $1.17 €0.79
20 Marlboros 1.84Ls $3.91 €2.63
Public transport ticket 0.60Ls $1.28 €0.86
Cinema ticket 3.50Ls $7.45 €5.00
1l of petrol 0.73Ls $1.55 €1.04
Exchange rates (as of 25.09.2009)
US$1 - 0.47Ls €1 - 0.70Ls £1 - 0.78Ls ¥100  - 0.52Ls

Market values

Local time
Latvia is in the Eastern European Time Zone (EET): GMT 
+2 hours. However, during the summer months (April - 
October) Latvia is in the Eastern European Summer Time 
Zone (EEST): GMT +3. Correct time: tel. 82 154 (in Latvian 
and Russian). Q

Money
The national currency is the lat (Ls). There are 100 santīmi to 
the lat, with 1, 2, 5, 10, 20, 50 santīmi and 1 and 2 lat coins. 
Bank notes come in denominations of 5, 10, 20, 50, 100 and 
500 lats. The lat has become one of the strongest monetary 
units in Europe. As we go to press, one euro sells for 0.70Ls 
and one US dollar for 0.47Ls. Although Latvia was originally 
scheduled to adopt the Euro in 2008, experts believe that the 
Eurozone may prove elusive for many years to come.
There are currency exchange booths everywhere accepting 
a wide range of foreign bank notes, but always check rates 
before exchanging money. Major hotels, restaurants and 
shops accept Visa, MasterCard and sometimes even AmEx. 
In this guide we have marked establishments that take credit 
cards. There are numerous ATMs around town as well. 
Travellers’ cheques can be cashed at many banks and at 
Latvia Tours (see Getting around).Q

The American Embassy in Latvia has warned US citizens 
to avoid the following establishments in Riga:
Foxy Lounge - Tērbatas 2; located below the Fashion 
Café in the basement of the Vegas casino.
Babylon (formerly Roxy) - Kaļķu 24.
Royal Pub (formerly Groks and Lord Pub) - Kaļķu 22
Enigma (formerly Puzzle and Pink Panther) - Kaļķu 22.
Mary - Audēju 13.
Saxon - Laipu 7; located near Līvu laukums.
Infinity Bārs (formerly Bar Fly) - Vāgnera 8.
Zephyr Bar - located near Galerija Centrs in Old Town.  
Roxbury (formerly Mademoiselle) - Gleznotāju iela.
Versace - Mazā Jaunavu (dead end street in Old Town).
Cognac bārs - Baznīcas 1/3.

“There have been a number of additional reports recently 
of foreign tourists being charged extortionate prices for 
drinks in bars. Some have then been assaulted, threat-
ened or forced to withdraw money from an ATM to pay 
for the bill. Additionally, several of these bars have begun 
sending women out to legitimate establishments to lure 
in clients to other bars, who are then subject to extortion 
and violence.”

Embassy warning
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Roads
Latvia has some of the world’s worst drivers. It’s not that 
they can’t steer or press the break pedal, although for some 
reason Latvians can’t master the art parallel parking, it’s 
more likely a reckless streak that allows grown men and 
women to act like children behind the wheel. Passing on 
blind curves is shockingly common, red lights are ignored by 
most BMWs and pedestrians on crosswalks tend to become 
targets for wannabe F1 drivers in tricked out Mercedes jeeps. 
If, like many locals, you enjoy operating an automobile while 
intoxicated, you should bear in mind that all perpetrators, 
including foreigners, face a mandatory ten-day jail sentence 
and a 500Ls fine. The speed limit is 50km/h in towns, 90km/
h on the open road and it is strictly enforced. Speed traps are 
prevalent and bribes are almost a thing of the past.
Parking meters are all over Riga. Traffic police will clamp 
your car and demand a 5Ls fine on the spot for running out 
of time, or will fine you 10Ls for being parked illegally. Old 
Riga is now accessible to nearly all motor vehicles, but the 
authorities have made it impossible to drive from one end to 
the other having divided the town into four different sections. 
Many streets have been changed to one-way streets and 
certain areas, such as Doma and Līvu squares, have become 
pedestrian and bicycles zones. 
Naturally, the city has lost loads of revenue by opening up 
the old city, but now charges equally exorbitant parking fees 
that can only be paid with an SMS text message sent from a 
Latvian mobile phone number. In other words, most tourists 
are prohibited from parking their rented or borrowed cars 
in Old Riga. The city has once again illustrated how tourist-
friendly and forward-thinking it can be. The Soviets had a 
good expression to sum up this latest debacle: we wanted 
something better, but it turned out like it always does. Q

Latvian is an Indo-European language (not Slavic) as old 
as Lithuanian. It has six declensions and a lot of funny 
accents. Although the official language is Latvian, you will 
easily get around with a command of Russian, as half of the 
population of Riga is Russian-speaking, and most Latvians 
do understand Russian. They will, however, avoid it, except 
to swear, because Russians have more colourful curses 
than Latvians. Latvians also reshape foreign names to fit 
their language and add an ‘s’ to the end of all male names, 
i.e. Baraks Obama and Gordons Brauns. Females will get 
an ‘a’ or an ‘e’ on the end, as with pop star, Britnija Spīrsa. 
But our favourite is still Sids Višess. Hilarious!

Useful phrases
How are you?     Kā jums klājas? 
Pleased to meet you.   Prieks iepazīties.
Do you speak English?   Vai jūs runājiet angliski? 
Where is the nearest shop, hotel, restaurant, café, bar, 
toilet? 
Kur atrodas tuvākais veikals, viesnīca, restorāns, 
kafejnīca, bārs, tualete?
What’s your name? Kā Jūs/tevi sauc?
My name is ... Mani sauc ...
What time is it? Cik ir pulkstenis?
How much does this cost? Cik tas maksā?
This costs too much! Tas ir par dārgu!
Hello Labdien!
Hi  Sveiks!
Good morning  Labrīt! 
Good evening Labvakar!
Goodnight Arlabunakti! 

Goodbye!  Uz redzēšanos!
Bye!  Čau! Atā!
Yes  Jā 
No  Nē 
Maybe  Varbūt
Cheers!  Priekā!
All the best!  Visu labu! 
Thank you  Paldies

Learning the language

Numbers 
1  viens
2  divi
3  trīs
4  četri
5  pieci
6  seši
7  septiņi
8  astoņi
9  deviņi
10  desmit
11  vienpadsmit
20  divdesmit
21  divdesmit viens
50  piecdesmit
100 simts
1000 tūkstotis

Street smarts
Street   iela
Road   ceļš
Highway  šoseja
Boulevard  bulvāris
Square   laukums
Market   tirgus
Airport   lidosta
Bus station  autoosta
Train station stacija
Taxi   taksis

Days of the week
Monday  pirmdiena
Tuesday  otrdiena
Wednesday  trešdiena
Thursday  ceturtdiena
Friday   piektdiena
Saturday  sestdiena
Sunday   svētdiena

Directions
Left   pa kreisi
Right   pa labi
Straight  taisni
Back   atpakaļ

Beware the following Latvian phrases
Nopirksi man dzērienu?                          Buy me a drink?
Negribi lāpīties?                                  Hair of the dog?
Aizdosi man 7,5 miljardus eiro?   Loan me 7.5billion euro?

Scams
The growth of the local tourism industry has created count-
less new jobs for Latvians, but it has also spawned another 
lucrative trade, which seems to be inevitable in Eastern Eu-
rope – scams and rip-offs. While most bars and restaurants 
are happy to welcome tourists into their establishments, 
there are some rotten apples that will do anything to take 
your money. Strip clubs, nightclubs and late night bars seem 
to be the biggest culprits often taking advantage of already 
inebriated patrons. Be wary of young attractive girls on Līvu 
Square asking you to join them for a drink in a nearby bar. 
You’ll be shocked to discover later that the barely palatable 
bottle of wine you bought them costs 500Ls or more. If you 
refuse the bouncers will pummel you until you give them 
your PIN code. Other scams include taking your credit card 
information and buying stuff online or charging your card for 
much more than you purchased. Avoid seedy bars and try to 
always pay in cash at nightclubs, even if they seem reputable. 
Here are some horror stories sent to us by Paul from the UK 
and Josh from the USA:

“The scam they use most is a young girl or boy who will 
chat to you for a time, then they will try and take you to a 
bar where they over charge you as much as $100.00 to 

$200.00 for one drink. If you don’t pay you get a beating 
until you do!”

“Stay away from a club named Saxon. They have some 
sort of prostitution ring and my friend and I were lured 

there by a couple of women. He was attacked by the club 
manager after being told he needed to pay for drinks we 

didn’t even order, had his wallet taken, money stolen, and 
they ran his credit card for 713 Lats. He was then punched 

in the face until he signed for the transaction. Yikes...”
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Smoking
Latvians love to smoke and until recently you could see 
them lighting up almost anywhere, from barstools in local 
pubs to hospital beds. But all that has changed. As of 
July 1, 2006, smoking is banned in most public places 
including restaurants, clubs and government buildings. The 
few establishments which have built completely separate 
smoking sections with proper ventilation systems have been 
assigned a smoking symbol. Ironically, the government has 
largely ignored the root causes of smoking, but new taxes 
on cigarettes has brought the price of a pack of Marlboros 
up to a little over €2.50. Q Toilets

Our suggestion to improve public toilets as a condition for 
EU acceptance has fallen on deaf ears. Restaurants are still 
your best bet and most places won’t hassle you for not being 
a customer. Men’s facilities are designated with either a V for 
vīrieši or a triangle pointing down; women’s restrooms with 
an S for sievietes or a triangle pointing up. Q

Nearly 800 years of foreign occupation haven’t given 
Latvians much cause to celebrate, hence an acute lack 
of days off for the working man. Pagan Midsummer cel-
ebrations are the nation’s most popular holidays when 
locals head out to the countryside for bonfires, beer and 
assorted fertility rites.

January 1   New Year’s Day (Jaungads)
April 2, 2010  Good Friday (Lielā piektdiena)
April 4, 2010  Easter Sunday (Lieldienas)
April 5, 2010  Easter Monday (Otrās Lieldienas)
May 1     Labour Day (Strādnieku diena)
May 4    Independence day in 1990
June 23 - 24  Midsummer celebrations 
     (Līgo & Jāņi)
November 18  Independence day in 1918
Dec 24 - 26  Christmas (Ziemassvētki)
Dec 31   New Year’s Eve (Vecgada vakars)

National holidays

Population: 2.26 million (in 2008).
Ethnicity: 59% Latvian, 28% Russian, 13% other.
Total territory: 64,589km2.
Longest rivers: Gauja (452km), Daugava (352km in Latvia).
Highest point: Gaiziņkalns (311.6m).
Largest lake: Lubāns (80.7km2).
Length of Latvian coastline: 494km.

Facts & Figures

Visas
Citizens from Andorra, Argentina, Australia, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Brunei, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Croatia, El Salvador, EU 
countries, Guatemala, Honduras, Hong Kong, Iceland, Israel, 
Japan, Liechtenstein, Macao, Malaysia, Mexico, Monaco, 
New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, San 
Marino, Singapore, South Korea, Switzerland, Uruguay, USA, 
Vatican City and Venezuela do not require a visa to enter 
Latvia and may stay up to 90 days within a period of six 
months to one year depending on nationality. For assistance 
obtaining residency permits or special visas contact the 
Citizenship and Migration Board, F-2, Alunāna 1, tel. 67 21 96 
56, www.pmlp.gov.lv. Open Mon, Thu 09:00 - 19:00, Tue, Fri 
09:00 - 16:30, Wed 09:00 - 16:00. Closed Sat, Sun. Q



In 2,500BC Indo-European tribes arrive on the Baltic Sea. In 
Latvia the inhabitants split into several tribes: Zemgaļi, Sēļi, 
Latgaļi and Kurši. Among surviving tongues, Latvian and 
Lithuanian are the closest to the original tribal languages. 
The Livonians, a Finno-Ugric group, are equally ancient 
settlers.

12th - 15th Century
In the 1100s, German traders search for a trade route with 
the East. They choose Riga for its strategic location at the 
outlet of the Daugava and prepare to conquer with both Bible 
and sword. Pitched battles near Riga ensue between the 
invaders and Livonian settlers. A holy war against the Baltic 
heathens is launched.
Riga is founded in 1201, when Bishop Albert builds a castle 
on the site. In 1202, the military Order of the Brothers of 
the Sword is founded, and over the coming decades they 
crush and convert the warlike, but fatally divided, Latvian 
and Livonian tribes. The foundations of the Dome cathedral 
are laid in 1211. The last stand of the Latvian tribes is 
crushed in 1290. 
Over the next 200 years, rivalry and warfare rage between 
the Church, the Teutonic Order, and Riga in a fight for trade 
and territory. The Order gains the upper hand. 

16th Century
German preachers bring the reformation to Latvia in 1522. 
Social unrest breaks out in 1524, churches are vandalised 
and monks are exiled from Riga.

17th Century
In the Polish-Swedish war (1600 - 1629), Sweden wins 
northern Latvia, while the provinces of Kurzeme and Zemgale 
are united into a duchy loyal to the Polish-Lithuanian empire. 
Trade is expanded to all corners of the world: Latvian pines 
become masts for English warships. The duchy gains the 
island of Tobago, later exchanged for Gambia. During Swedish 
occupation schools are opened, oppression of the peasants 
lessened and the Bible is translated into Latvian. 

18th Century
From 1700 until 1721 Sweden and Russia fight for control 
of Livonia. At first the Swedes find success, but their armies 
are defeated in Moscow. The Russians occupy Latgale in 
1795, and control the entire country until WWI. The wars 
devastate Latvia. After the Russians capture Riga in 1710, 
90,000 people are left in all of Livonia. 

19th Century
Poverty leads to a peasant rebellion in 1802, which is brutally 
crushed. Another revolt, meeting a similar fate, occurs in 
1840. Serfdom is abolished in Latvia between 1817 and 
1819, but while Latvians are free to go where they wish, the 
land remains in the hands of its previous owners.
In the second half of the century, a group of Latvian students 
in St. Petersburg, the Jaunlatvieši (Young Latvians), forge a 
rebellion. Their St. Petersburg Paper, published 1862 - 1865, 
raises Latvian national consciousness. 
One of the most significant events of this rise of national 
consciousness is the first all-Latvian song festival held in 
Riga in 1873. 
Commerce and industry develop rapidly in Riga, making it the 
third most vital industrial city in Tsarist Russia. 

20th Century
This mixture of national feelings, with the demands of the 
new industrial proletariat, make Latvia a hot spot in the 1905 
revolution. In January 24, 1905, a general strike is called and 
50,000 workers protest in the streets. Eighty people are 
killed in clashes with Tsarist troops.

On October 30, 1905, the Tsar allows free speech and the 
formation of a Constituent Assembly. Two months later 
Russian ‘punishment brigades’ execute almost 2,000 
Latvians. Many prominent citizens are forced into exile, 
including the national poet Janis Rainis. 
During WWI, Latvian soldiers under the Russian army fight 
the Germans. By 1915 the Germans occupy half of Latvia, 
forcing hundreds of thousands of people to flee. In June, the 
Russians allow independent Latvian units to defen
d the country, and eight battalions are raised for battle. 
The weakened Russian army fails to oppose a major German 
offensive and Riga is taken September 3, 1917. At the Brest-
Litovsk peace treaty of March 1918, the Bolsheviks give the 
enemy the rest of Latvia. The Latvian Riflemen withdraw to 
Russia where they become Lenin’s most trustworthy soldiers 
during the Civil War. 
From 1917 Latvian nationalists secretly plot against the 
Germans. When Germany surrenders on November 11, they 
declare Latvia’s independence at the National Theatre on 
November 18, 1918. Two years of war follow. 

The First Republic
The Latvian army pushes back first renegade German forces, 
then Russian troops, who for a while declare the country a 
Soviet Republic. Under the Treaty of Riga, Russia vows to 
respect Latvia’s independence, which is also recognised by 
the international community on January 26, 1921. 
One third of Latvia’s population is displaced by the war and 
much of its industry shipped to Russia. Still, the country 
grows rapidly: land is redistributed to the peasants, and soon 
Latvia has one of the highest living standards in Europe. 
President Kārlis Ulmanis stages a bloodless coup in May 
1934 and effectively becomes a dictator for six years. 

The secret protocol of the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact 
marks the twilight of independence, as Germany and 
the USSR divide Eastern Europe. Latvia falls to the latter, 
and troops invade on June 17, 1940. The Soviets hold 
sham elections to legitimise the takeover. On the night of 
June 13 - 14, 1941, they force tens of thousands into 
cattle wagons and deport them to Siberia. 
The Germans take Riga when invading the USSR in early 
July 1941. They are welcomed by many as ‘liberators’, 
but German rule does not bring independence. The 
Nazis murder 90% of Latvia’s Jewish population in their 
three years of occupation. From 1943 Latvian youths 
are conscripted into the German army. The Red Army 
retakes most of Latvia in July and September 1944. 
Thousands of Latvians flee. 
The reinstated communist regime forces general col-
lectivisation along with a massive wave of deportations. 
On March 25, 1949, 42,000 people are deported to 
Siberia. Resistance to the Soviet regime continues in 
the forests until 1956. 

WWII...
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The Singing Revolution & Beyond
1986
Protests by green groups stop the development of a 
hydroelectric dam on the Daugava and an environmentally 
disastrous plan for a Riga metro.
1987
June 14 - First protests since the war take place at the Freedom 
Monument, commemorating the 1941 deportations to Siberia.
1988
June 1 - 2 - The Latvian Writers’ Union publicly reveals and 
denounces the secret protocols of the 1939 Molotov-Ribbentrop 
pact, under which the Baltics were given to the USSR.
November 11 - The Latvian pre-war flag is raised on the 
Riga Castle.
1989
May 31 - The Latvian Popular Front calls for complete 
independence.
August 23 - Some two million Latvians, Lithuanians and 
Estonians join hands in a human chain stretching from Tallinn 
to Vilnius in the 650km-long Baltic Way, which protests the 
50th anniversary of the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact.
1990
May 4 - The Supreme Council adopts a declaration restoring 
independence with a transitional period.
1991
January 13 - After a bloody assault on the TV tower in Vilnius, 
Lithuania, barricades are erected to protect the parliament.
January 20 - Special Soviet troops attack the Interior Ministry 
building in Riga, killing five people and injuring 10 others.
March 3 - 73.7% vote in favour of independence.
April 27 - The Popular Front adopts a plan for transition to 
independence by spring 1992.
August 19 - 20 - Soviet troops block roads leading to Riga 
and seize the Interior Ministry building.
August 21 - The Moscow coup collapses and the Latvian 
parliament votes to restore independence.
August 23 - The local Communist Party is banned.
September 6 - The USSR recognises the independence 
of Latvia.
1993
June 6 - 7 - First free elections. The Saeima (parliament) 
elects Guntis Ulmanis as president.
1994
August 31 - The last Soviet troops pull out of Latvia and 
Estonia. Some 500 officers stay to operate the Skrunda 
early warning radar station until 1998.
1995
May 4 - The Skrunda radar station is dynamited to celebrate 
the fifth anniversary of the restoration of independence.
1996
June 18 - President Guntis Ulmanis is elected for a second 
term by 53 of 100 deputies in the Saeima.
1998
August 31 - The last Russian military outpost in the Baltic 
countries, Skrunda, is officially shut down.
October 3 - The People’s Party and Latvia’s Way gain the most 
seats in the Saeima. A referendum is held granting citizenship 
to children born in Latvia to non-citizens after 1991.

1999
March 25 - A trail of flowers over 300m long is laid at the 
Freedom Monument in honour of those Latvians deported 
to Siberia in 1949.
June 17 - The Saeima elects Latvia’s first female president, 
Vaira Vīķe-Freiberga, a Canadian-Latvian.
December 10 - Latvia is invited to begin talks with the EU.
2001
August 17 - 19 - Riga celebrates its 800th anniversary.
2002
November 21 - Latvia is invited to join the NATO. 
December 13 - Latvia is invited to join the European Union.
2003
May 24 - Riga hosts the 2003 Eurovision Song Contest. 
June 20 - Vaira Vīķe-Freiberga is re-elected President of 
Latvia. Only six of 100 deputies in parliament oppose a 
second term for the former psychology professor.
September 20 - In a national referendum, 67% of Latvians 
vote in favour of joing the European Union.
2004
March 9 - Relative outsider Indulis Emsis becomes Europe’s 
first Green prime minister.
March 29 - Latvia officially joins the NATO military alliance.
May 1 - Latvia joins the European Union.
2005
January 8 - 9 - The most devastating storm to hit Latvia in 40 
years rips through the Baltic Sea flooding coastal cities.
2006
October 7 - The Peoples’ Party led by Aigars Kalvītis gain the 
most seats in parliamentary elections.
2007
July 8 - Parliament elects a controversial figure, former 
surgeon Valdis Zatlers, as president of Latvia.
September 21 - Parliament speaker Indulis Emsis resigns 
amid allegations of corruption.
October - November - More politicians are embroiled in 
scandal. Citizens in their thousands meet on Dome Square 
to voice their concern. The prime minister resigns.
2008
November 8 - The Latvian government makes its first bank 
bail-out by taking a 51% stake in beleaguered Parex Bank.
December 19 - The IMF and EU agree to give Latvia a 
€7.5billion loan with several strings attached.
2009
January 8 - Transport minister and reputed oligarch Ainārs 
Šlesers appoints his chauffeur’s unqualified 26-year-old son 
to a 4000Ls/month position in a state-owned enterprise. 
January 13 - After a peaceful anti-government demonstration, 
hooligans cause mayhem in Old Riga vandalising shops and 
attacking riot police with stones.
February 20 - Prime Minister Ivars Godmanis resigns.
March 12 - Valdis Dombrovskis of the opposition New Era 
party becomes prime minister and appoints a new cabinet. 
Former Latvian bank president Einars Repše becomes 
finance minister.

The Stalinist regime begins a russification campaign in 
Latvia. Russian workers are brought in to man the facto-
ries and are given housing preference. Latvians almost 
become a minority and some cultural expressions are 
banned. Before the war Latvians comprised 75% of the 
population, but by 1989 their share dwindled to 51.8%. 
Today the decline has been slightly reversed and Latvians 
account for 57.1% of the population.

...and the aftermath
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Lamp-post and the University of Latvia            M.Zaprauskis
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Air

Perhaps the best aspect of Riga’s cultural life is that 
world-class performances are very affordable. Locals hold 
the opera and theatre in the highest esteem and make it a 
point to attend often. For more events, check newspapers 
and fliers around town.

Cinemas
Cinamon Brīvības 372 (Alfa shopping centre), www.
cinamon.lv. Modern cinema offering 3D films as well as 
typical Hollywood movies on eight screens. Take tram N°6 
from Barona to the Alfa stop. Q (2 - 4Ls). A
Forum Cinemas (Baltic Cinema) I-3, 13. janvāra 
8, www.forumcinemas.lv. Forum Cinemas is the second 
largest cinema complex in Northern Europe. 14 viewing halls 
with 3200 seats are available to film-goers not to mention 
the largest movie screen in the Baltic-Scandinavian region. 
Q (3 - 4.50Ls). A
K. Suns C-4, Elizabetes 83/85, tel.  67 28 54 11, www.
kinogalerija.lv/ksuns.php. Recently renovated with plush 
seating, K.Suns is now mostly dedicated to films of an arty 
or European variety. Q (3Ls).
Rīga C-4, Elizabetes 61, tel.  67 18 11 44, www.kino.
riga.lv. Originally called Splendid Palace, Riga’s first cinema 
has been completely renovated. Its ornate old world interior 
makes for an interesting movie venue and its smaller ‘new 
hall’ is also state of the art. It shows films from around the 
globe as well as box office hits. Q (3Ls).

Concert halls
Arena Riga A-4, Skanstes 21, tel.  67 38 82 00, www.
arenariga.com. A venue for both sporting events like the 
Continental Hockey League and large concerts. Performers 
have included Placebo, Muse and the Sex Pistols.
Great Guild (Lielā Ģilde) I-2, Amatu 6, tel.  67 22 48 
50, www.lnso.lv. Home of the Latvian National Symphony 
Orchestra.
Riga Cathedral H-1, Doma laukums 1, tel.  67 21 32 13, 
www.doms.lv. The destination for world-class organ con-
certs. Tickets can be purchased here at the ticket counter.
Riga Congress Centre (Rīgas Kongresu nams) F-2, 
Valdemāra 5, tel.  67 04 36 78. A large venue for dance 
concerts, musicals and plays.
Small Guild (Mazā Ģilde) I-2, Amatu 3/5, tel.  67 
22 37 72, www.gilde.lv/maza. Popular venue for small 
concerts and events.

Oct
Date Time Event Venue

4 19:00 Carmen, opera, Bizet OP
7 19:00 The Bright Stream, ballet, 

Shostakovich
OP

8 19:00 The Elixir of Love, opera, Donizetti OP
9 19:00 The Fountain of Bakhchisaray, 

opera, Asafiev
OP

10 19:00 La Traviata, opera, Verdi OP
13 19:00 K. Stanislavsky and V. 

Nemirovich-Danchenko of the 
Moscow Musical Theatre

OP

15 19:00 K. Stanislavsky and V. 
Nemirovich-Danchenko of the 
Moscow Musical Theatre

OP

16 19:00 The Elixir of Love, opera, Donizetti OP
17 19:00 Anna Karenina, ballet, 

Tchaikovsky
OP

18 15:00 Coppelia, opera, Delibes OP
20 19:00 Carmen, opera, Bizet OP
21 19:00 Anna Karenina, ballet, 

Tchaikovsky
OP

22 19:00 Don Quixote, opera, Minkus OP
23 19:00 Don Giovanni, opera, Mozart OP
24 19:00 Der Sandmann, opera, 

Schumann
OP

25 19:00 130th anniversary of composer 
Alfrēds Kalniņš concert

OP

27 19:00 Don Giovanni, opera, Mozart OP
28 19:00 Romeo and Juliet, opera, 

Prokofiev
OP

31 12:00 The Tale of Tobias the Bear and 
the Stolen Notes

OP

31 15:00 The Tale of Tobias the Bear and 
the Stolen Notes

OP

Nov
1 12:00 The Tale of the Dollmaker OPN
6 19:00 Werther, opera, Massanet OP
7 19:00 Swam Lake, ballet, Tchaikovsky OP
8 19:00 Werther, opera, Massanet OP

11 19:00 Don Giovanni, opera, Mozart OP
12 19:00 Der Sandmann, opera, 

Schumann
OP

13 19:00 The Elixir of Love, opera, Donizetti OP
14 15:00 Coppelia, opera, Delibes OP
15 15:00 La Traviata, opera, Verdi OP
20 19:00 Un Ballo In Maschera, opera, 

Verdi
OP

21 15:00 The Tale of Tobias the Bear and 
the Stolen Notes

OP

21 19:00 The Fountain of Bakhchisaray, 
opera, Asafiev

OP

22 12:00 The Tale of the Dollmaker OPN
22 15:00 Romeo and Juliet, opera, 

Prokofiev
OP

22 15:00 The Tale of the Dollmaker OPN
24 19:00 Carmen, opera, Bizet OP
25 19:00 Don Giovanni, opera, Mozart OP
26 19:00 Anna Karenina, ballet, 

Tchaikovsky
OP

27 19:00 Werther, opera, Massanet OP
28 12:00 The Tale of Tobias the Bear and 

the Stolen Notes
OP

28 19:00 Swam Lake, ballet, Tchaikovsky OP
29 12:00 The Nutcracker, ballet, 

Tchaikovsky
OP

29 19:00 The Nutcracker, ballet, 
Tchaikovsky

OP

Opera & Ballet

Placebo will perform at Arena Riga on November 17 
Photo by © Paul Heartfield
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Oct
Date Time Event Venue

2 19:00 Organ music concert. Stefan 
Johannes Bleicher (Germany). 
Programme: J.S. Bach, F. Liszt

RC

3 11:00 Classical music concert. Autumn 
gifts. Latvian National Symphony 
Orchestra

GG

3 14:00 Classical music concert. Autumn 
gifts. Latvian National Symphony 
Orchestra

GG

7 12:00 Organ concert. Ilona Birģele RC
9 19:00 Music from France organ music 

concert. Aigars Reinis (organ), 
Andris Baumanis (violin). 
Programme: N. de Grigny, L. 
Vierne, N. Hakim

RC

10 12:00 Organ music concert. Larisa 
Carjkova

RC

14 12:00 Organ music concert. Jānis Pelše RC
16 19:00 Organ music concert. Wieland 

Meinhold (Germany) Programme: 
J.S. Bach, G.F. Handel, F. 
Mendelssohn, F. Liszt

RC

16 19:30 LNSO, Nick Gotham and DJ 
Monsta: SimfoNiMo. Programme: 
Popular classical music featuring 
saxophone and DJ interplay

GG

17 12:00 Organ music concert. Diāna 
Jaunzeme

RC

21 19:00 Sonatas for Violin & Piano.  
Vineta Sareika (violin), Artur 
Tsinguyev (piano). Programme: 
Beethoven,  Schumann, 
Debussy, Franck

SG

23 19:00 Organ music concert. Yevgenia 
Lissitsina (organ), Galina 
Ostalskaya (soprano/Russia), 
Anna Ostalskaya (soprano/
Russia). Programme: J.S. 
Bach, G.F. Handel, A. Vivaldi, A. 
Stradella, H. Purcell, C. Franck, V. 
Bellini, P. Mascagni

RC

23 19:30 Pearls of Russian Music I. 
Alexander Kniazev (soloist). 
Programme: Richard Strauss 
Don Quixote, Op. 35; Aram 
Khachaturian Suites from the 
ballet Spartacus

GG

24 12:00 Organ music concert. Ilze Reine RC
29 19:30 Greetings to the Sun! Ādolfs 

Skulte - 100! The State Choir 
Latvija, Laima Lediņa (soprano), 
Andris Kanniņš (tenor). 
Programme: Ādolfs Skulte 
Symphony No. 2 Ave Sol

GG

30 19:00 Organ music concert. Tālivaldis 
Deksnis (organ), Absolventi 
men’s choir. Programme: J.S. 
Bach, F. Biebl, C. Gounod, C. 
Franck, L. Beethoven, E. Grieg, 
A. Jurjāns

RC

Nov
4 12:00 Organ music concert. Aija Ziņģīte RC
6 19:00 Organ music concert. Ligita 

Sneibe
RC

7 11:00 Classical music concert. Goblins 
and Devils. Latvian National 
Symphony Orchestra

GG

Classical & Organ music
7 14:00 Classical music concert. Goblins 

and Devils. Latvian National 
Symphony Orchestra

GG

11 12:00 Organ music concert. Kārlis 
Mētra

RC

13 19:00 Organ music concert. Diāna 
Jaunzeme

RC

14 19:00 Quadro Nuevo quartet 
(Germany). World music concert

GG

17 19:30 Celebration in Waltz Time. 
Programme: Symphonic waltzes 
by Ādolfs Skulte, Emīls Dārziņš, 
Maurice Ravel, Richard Strauss, 
Pyotr Tchaikovsky and others

GG

18 19:00 Organ music concert. Kristīne 
Adamaite (organ), Atis Sīmanis 
(saxophone), Austrums chamber 
choir

RC

20 19:00 Organ music concert. Aivars 
Kalējs

RC

25 12:00 Organ music concert. Liene 
Andreta Kalnciema

RC

27 19:00 Organ music concert. Vita 
Kalnciema

RC

27 19:30 Pearls of Russian Music II. 
Andrejs Osokins (piano). 
Programme: Mikhail Glinka 
Waltz-Fantasie in B minor, Sergei 
Rachmaninoff Piano Concerto 
No. 2 in C minor, Op. 18, Pyotr 
Tchaikovsky Manfred Symphony 
in B minor, Op. 58

GG

28 12:00 Organ music concert. Jānis Pelše RC
29 19:00 Organ music concert. Larisa 

Bulava (organ), Anima Solla choir
RC

Classical & Organ (continued)

Faith No More

Galleries
Jēkabs H-1, Jēkaba 26/28, tel.  29 52 86 84, www.
paintings.lv. QOpen 11:00 - 19:00, Sat 11:00 - 15:00. 
Closed Sun.
Riga Gallery (Rīgas Galerija) I-3, Aspazijas bulv. 20, 
tel.  67 22 58 87, www.riga-gallery.com. QOpen 12:00 
- 19:00, Sat 12:00 - 17:00. Closed Mon, Sun.
Salons Māksla C-4, Brīvības 52, tel.  67 28 08 55/ 
29 33 14 41, salons.maksla@inbox.lv. Opened in 1939, 
Riga’s oldest art gallery offers a broad range of contemporary 
and modern art that will satisfy serious collectors, utter neo-
phytes and everyone in between. Buy anything from modern 
jewellery, porcelain objects, bronze figures and glassware to 
paintings by both popular local artists and Latvian old mas-
ters. QOpen 11:00 - 18:00. Closed Sat, Sun. A

The Prodigy will perform at Arena Riga on October 3
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Oct
Date Time Event Venue

1 20:00 Nazareth AR
3 19:00 The Prodigy SH
7 20:00 Cilice (The Netherlands): metal, 

progressive rock
DP

10 17:00 Moto Freestyle (FMX) AR
11 19:00 Francis Goya: guitar music RCC
12 19:30 Verka Serdjuchka (Ukraine): 

Eurovision 2nd place winner
AR

15 22:00 Cryptor Morbious Family 
(Portugal): metal, industrial

DP

17 22:00 Oracio and Eleanor Garran 
(Australia): folk

DP

20 22:00 Mary and the Baby Cheeses 
(Germany): experimental, 
electronica

DP

21 22:00 Gvozdod’r: nu metal, hard rock DP
22 22:00 Claustrofobia (Brazil): metal, 

thrash
DP

23 22:00 Getawaycab (Finland): indie DP
24 22:00 Vialka (France): folk, progressive, 

postpunk duo
DP

30 22:00 Mesmer (Finland): synthrock DP

Nov
7 22:00 Danny Lips and Throw Away 

Heroes (Finland): alternative
DP

11 19:30 Marillion (UK) RCC
15 19:30 Marilyn Manson AR
17 20:00 Placebo AR
18 22:00 Bad Love Experience (Italy): 

alternative rock
DP

21 22:00 Unrestrained (USA): hardcore; 
The River Card (UK): hardcore, 
punk

DP

Rock, pop, techno & More

Verka Serdjuchka will perform at Arena Riga on October 12 

Marilyn Manson will perform at Arena Riga on November 15

AR - Arena Riga
DP - Depo
GG - Great Guild
OP - Opera
OPN - Opera - New Hall
RC - Riga Cathedral (Rīgas Doms) 
RCC - Riga Congress Centre 
SG - Small Guild
SH - Skonto Hall

Venues

Opera & Theatres
Daile Theatre (Dailes teātris) B-4, Brīvības 75, tel.  
67 29 44 44. Classic theatre like Faust in Latvian.
Latvian National Theatre (Latvijas Nacionālais 
teātris) G-1, Kronvalda bulv. 2, tel.  67 00 63 00, www.
teatris.lv. A beautiful building that is home to performances 
of more traditional plays and musicals.
New Riga Theatre (Jaunais Rīgas teātris) C-5, 
Lāčplēša 25, tel.  67 28 33 23, www.jrt.lv. Local theatre 
performances with an avant-garde flavour.
Opera H-3, Aspazijas bulv. 3, tel.  67 07 37 77, www.
opera.lv. A magnificent venue for opera, ballet and interna-
tional performing artists.
Teātra Observatorija C-4, Tērbatas 28, tel.  67 28 
14 94, www.observatorija.lv. A small, funky theatre that 
attracts prominent actors, directors and artists.

Other venues
Bites Blūzs Klubs B-4, Dzirnavu 34a, tel.  67 33 31 
23, www.bluesclub.lv. The best place to go for blues 
concerts with a wide variety of performers from as far away 
as Memphis, Chicago and New Orleans.
Četri Balti Krekli I-3, Vecpilsētas 12, tel.  67 21 38 85, 
www.krekli.lv. This club is home to 100% Latvian acts like 
Ainars Mielavs, Pērkons and Autobuss debesīs.
Godvil Brīvības 214b, tel.  28 86 66 66, www.godvil.
lv. A venue for international DJs and pop bands of Eurovision 
calibre. Take tram N°6 from Barona to the VEF stop. Q A
Kabata I-2, Peldu 19, tel.  67 22 33 34, www.kabata.lv. 
Local pop and rock concerts. QOpen 22:00 - 05:00.
Sapņu Fabrika D-5, Lāčplēša 101, tel.  67 28 12 22, 
www.sapnufabrika.lv. Industrial-style venue for anything 
from rock to rap concerts. Headliners have included The 
White Stripes, Fun Lovin’ Criminals and Air.

Tickets
Reklamarket D-4, Stacijas laukums 4, tel.  67 88 05 
33, www.reklamarket.lv. QOpen 10:00 - 22:00.
Ticket Paradise (Biļešu paradīze) G-1, Kronvalda 
bulv. 2 (National Theatre), tel.  90 00 20 00, www.
bilesuparadize.lv. Tickets to mostly Latvian events such as 
concerts, festivals and theatre productions. QOpen 11:00 
- 18:00, Sat 11:00 - 16:00. Closed Sun. Also at the box of-
fices of the Opera (I-3, Aspazijas bulv. 3), Daile Theatre (B-4, 
Brīvības 75) and Puppet Theatre (C-4, Barona 16/18). A
Ticket Service (Biļešu serviss) J-3, 13. janvāra iela 
8 (Stockmann - top floor), www.bilesuserviss.lv. You can 
buy tickets to major concerts by international stars online or at 
one of its many outlets around Riga. QOpen 10:00 - 22:00. 
Also at Statoil petrol stations. A
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where to stay

P Air conditioning A Credit cards accepted

C Swimming pool H Conference facilities

F Fitness centre U Facilities for the disabled

R Internet access L Guarded parking

K Restaurant D Sauna

W Free wireless internet 6 Pets allowed

Symbol keyDue to recent events, the Latvian hotel industry is in 
turmoil. As part of a mad dash to get its hands on some 
extra cash, the nearly bankrupt government has slapped 
hotel rooms with a value added tax of 21% - an increase of 
16%! Although some hotels have raised their room rates 
to cope with this crippling blow, others have dramatically 
lowered their prices. In short, the economic crisis has hit 
the accommodation industry hard so don’t worry about re-
serving months in advance and don’t be afraid to haggle. 
Rates listed here include breakfast and 21% VAT unless 
otherwise noted.

Cream of the crop
Boutique Hotel Bergs C-4, Elizabetes 83/85 (Berga 
Bazārs), tel. 67 77 09 00, fax 67 77 09 40, reservation@
hotelbergs.lv, www.hotelbergs.lv. Spacious, tasteful and 
luxurious. Pamper yourself in this sleek, centrally located yet 
quiet hotel in the trendy Berga Bazārs shopping plaza. Offering 
an array of amenities, Hotel Bergs’ spacious interiors are a 
contrast of light and dark, wood and linen. Discuss matters 
of grave importance in the larger 120m2 conference/banquet 
hall, then unwind in its stylish restaurant - one of Riga’s best. 
Hotel Bergs recently became a member of the alliance of 
Small Luxury Hotels of the World. Q38 rooms (apartments 
182Ls,  studio suites 127Ls,  loft suites 209Ls,  penthouse 
265Ls). PHARUFLGKDXW

Dome Hotel & Spa H-1, Miesnieku 4, tel. 67 50 90 10, 
www.domehotel.lv. It took five years to completely convert 
this 400-year-old building in Old Riga into one of the city’s 
most stylish and luxurious design hotels. Modern furniture 
and fixtures contrast with whitewashed stone walls, restored 
medieval staircases and Latvian oak floors. Each room is 
unique yet all offer flat screen TVs, DVD players, stereo, cof-
feemakers, slippers, bathrobes and large beds with Egyptian 
cotton sheets. You can also take advantage of a gourmet 
restaurant, spa, rooftop Jacuzzi and a courtyard terrace with 
a vertical garden. Q PJAKDXW

Grand Palace Hotel H-1, Pils 12, tel. 67 04 40 00, 
www.grandpalaceriga.com. The regal entrance has seen 
the likes of Catherine Deneuve and rocker Sting pass through 
it on their way to some of the most attractive rooms in Riga. 
All are lavishly decorated in blue, white and gold, and truly 
are fit for a king. Satellite TV, free wireless internet access, 
minibar, trouser press, safe and full bathroom are all standard, 
with a fitness centre, sauna and steam room also available. 
Q56 rooms (16 singles €220 - 250, 31 doubles €240 - 270, 
3 suites €590, 3 junior suites €425, 3 business class €305). 
PJHA6UFLKDW

Hotel de Rome H-2, Kaļķu 28, tel. 67 08 76 00, fax 67 
08 76 06, reservation@derome.lv, www.derome.lv. This 
landmark hotel literally rolls out the red carpet for its guests. 
Located in Old Riga a stone’s throw from the Freedom Monu-
ment, Hotel de Rome offers tastefully decorated rooms with 
cable TV, wireless internet, phone, mini-bar and local artwork 
on the walls. Business class accommodation has the added 
benefit of a trouser press and heat lamps in the bathrooms, 
while suites provide extra space and incredible views. The 
elegant top-floor restaurant Otto Schwarz shouldn’t be 
missed. Q89 rooms (6 singles 100Ls, 35 doubles 121Ls, 
18 suites 162Ls, 1 apartment 597Ls, 28 business class 
121Ls). JHA6UFLKDXW

Reval Hotel Rīdzene 
G-3, Reimersa 1, tel. 67 09 33 33, fax 67 32 26 00, 
ridzene@revalhotels.com, www.revalhotels.com. A 
1980s edifice houses one of Riga’s most deluxe hotels. 
Expect comfy rooms with cherry wood decorations and an 
excellent top-floor sauna and fitness complex with 180° 
views. The friendly staff has an eye for detail - our favourite 
improvement to the former Soviet elite hotel is the happy 
rubber duck in each bathroom. Q 95 rooms (69 standard 
class from €85, 9 Reval class from €105, 13 executive class 
from €145, 3 junior suites from €385, 1 presidential suite 
from €885). PHA6UFLKDXW

Royal Square Hotel & Suites I-2, Kaļķu 3a, tel. 67 
21 45 55, www.royalsquare.lv. Located on Old Riga’s 
main pedestrian street, Royal Square offers over 31 rooms 
decorated in mild pastel colours with large flat screen TVs, 
mini-bar, phone, safe, trouser press and spacious bathrooms 
with bathtubs and bidet. Some rooms also offer French 
balconies, while slippers, bathrobes and little satchels of 
lavender on each pillow all come standard. Suites include 
extra perks such as private saunas. A lobby bar and up-
market cellar restaurant with unique interior design are also 
available. Q30 rooms (3 singles 95Ls, 23 doubles 109Ls, 
1 suite 491Ls, 1 apartment 1054Ls, 2 junior suites 316Ls). 
PJHA6UKDXW

Upmarket
Ainavas Boutique Hotel J-2, Peldu 23, tel. 67 81 43 
16, www.ainavas.lv. This boutique hotel is completely 
unique to Riga. Each room single, double or suite is decorated 
according to the colours, tones and moods of the beautiful 
Latvian landscape picture hanging over the bed. In addition 
to inspiring interior design, each room includes a phone, 
satellite TV with e-mail capabilities, dataport and private 
bathroom with bath. Although one would be hard pressed to 
find a reason for leaving one’s room, guests can also enjoy 
a drink in front of a roaring fire in the 15th-century lobby bar, 
cellar restaurant or in the charming courtyard. Q22 rooms (4 
singles 84Ls, 9 doubles 110Ls, 3 suites 137Ls, 1 apartment 
168Ls, 5 junior suites 123Ls). PJHARLGK

Albert Hotel 
B-4, Dzirnavu 33, tel. 67 33 17 17, www.alberthotel.lv. 
Nearly everything in this huge 11-storey hotel revolves around 
a common theme - Albert Einstein and his theories. Each of 
the 246 rooms includes a quote from the father of modern 
science, the conference facilities are named space, time and 
light, the ‘do not disturb’ signs simply say ‘I’m thinking’ and 
even the carpets include a pattern of working atoms. All rooms 
are tastefully decorated with relaxing autumnal colours and 
have the standard amenities you would expect from a great 
hotel. Q246 rooms (7 singles 56 - 91Ls, 227 doubles 62 
- 101Ls, 3 family rooms 122Ls, 9 business class 133Ls). 
PHAR6ULKW

RC

Buy a guide at clickandbuy.
inyourpocket.com



where to stay 1�where to stay

October - November 2009riga.inyourpocket.com

Avalon Hotel J-3, 13.janvāra 19, tel. 67 16 99 99, www.
hotelavalon.eu. The bright and airy courtyard atrium of this 
stylish hotel simply takes your breath away. All rooms offer 
standard four-star amenities such as flat screen cable TV, 
phone, wireless internet, mini-bar, safe, bathrooms with either 
showers or bathtubs and even ironing boards. A restaurant 
and a bar are also available as well as a sixth floor terrace. 
Q111 rooms (4 singles 77 - 84Ls, 96 doubles 91 - 98Ls, 
3 triples 85 - 95Ls, 3 suites 112Ls, 4 junior suites 130Ls, 1 
disabled-friendly 91Ls). PJHAUKXW

Boutique Hotel Viesturs I-3, Mucenieku 5, tel. 67 35 
60 60, fax 67 35 60 61, info@hotelviesturs.lv, www.
hotelviesturs.lv. Although the modest staff claims it wasn’t 
their original objective, what they’ve created is nothing short 
of a boutique hotel. Each room is decorated in a different 
style with unique lighting fixtures, furniture and even designer 
sinks and toilets. You can take the lift to your floor, but we 
recommend the winding stairs so you can fully appreciate the 
ancient exposed stone walls of this medieval building. Those 
who can’t do without luxury can opt for the suite with a sauna, 
jacuzzi and private rooftop terrace with fantastic views of Old 
Riga. Q13 rooms (1 single 59Ls, 11 doubles 89Ls, 1 suite 
95Ls). JAGW

Domina Inn Riga B-3, Pulkveža Brieža 11/13, tel. 67 
63 18 00, fax 67 63 18 01, www.dominahotels.com. Lo-
cated in one of Riga’s most prestigious neighbourhoods, this 
luxurious hotel offers spacious tastefully decorated beige and 
blue rooms with satellite TV, mini-bar, phone, safe, internet ac-
cess, bathrobes and en suite bathrooms with heated floors. 
A glass encased lobby and reception area connects the two 
buildings of the hotel and an upmarket Italian restaurant, a bar, 
sauna and conference rooms are also at your disposal. Q110 
rooms (74 doubles 46 - 127Ls, 11 suites 102 - 197Ls, 25 junior 
suites 64 - 159Ls). PJHARULGKD

Elizabete Hotel B-3, Dzirnavu 2, tel. 67 82 19 09, www.
elizabetesnams.lv. This stylish design hotel is comprised 
of three buildings surrounding a common courtyard. Each of 
its many rooms is slightly different in style, but most offer 
modern grey minimalist interiors with at least one funky 
design element, usually a lamp, in a bold colour to liven 
things up. Guests can expect plenty of space, flat screen 
TVs, phone, free wireless internet, climate control and private 
bathrooms with hairdryer and either a bathtub or shower. Q 
PA6LGKW

Garden Palace Hotel I-2, Grēcinieku 28, tel. 67 22 46 
50, www.hotelgardenpalace.lv. For those who require a 
little old world elegance in their accommodation, the Garden 
Palace offers up gilded ceilings, crystal chandeliers and beau-
tifully restored 19th-century tile fireplaces in abundance. All 
rooms are decorated with antique-style furniture and include 
cable TV, mini-bar, telephone and bathrooms with shower or 
bathtub. Suites are spacious and offer added amenities like 
Jacuzzis and saunas, but we prefer the cosy top-floor rooms 
with expansive terraces. Q56 rooms (17 singles 40Ls, 28 
doubles 55Ls, 3 triples 70Ls, 4 suites 90Ls, 4 junior suites 
76Ls). JHARKDX

Did you have a bad experience at a bed & 
breakfast or hostel? Leave your laptop at 
a hotel but can’t remember its name? Are 
you just looking for more information about 
accommodation in Latvia? Contact the Association of Hotels 
& Restaurants of Latvia: tel. 67 01 41 31, www.hotel.lv.

Hotel help

RC
RC
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Hanza Hotel E-4, Elijas 7, tel. 67 79 60 40, fax 67 79 
60 44, reservations@hanzahotel.lv, www.hanzahotel.lv. 
Only a short walk from the Central Market, the Hanza Hotel 
is located on a historic square with a beautiful church at its 
centre. All rooms are tastefully decorated in warm autumnal 
colours and come standard with wireless internet access, 
cable TV, phone and bathrooms with heated tile floors and 
hairdryers. The top floor is available for smokers and the 
entire building is disabled-friendly. An upmarket restaurant 
and a charming cellar pub are also available. Q80 rooms 
(22 singles 35 - 66Ls, 52 doubles 42 - 84Ls, 6 business class 
60 - 104Ls). HAR6ULKXW

Hotel Gutenbergs I-1, Doma laukums 1, tel. 67 81 
40 90, fax 67 50 33 26, hotel@gutenbergs.lv, www.
gutenbergs.lv. The only way that this luxury hotel could have 
a better location would be if it were located inside Latvia’s 
largest cathedral instead of right next to it. All rooms offer 
the usual amenities including satellite TV, writing desk, wire-
less internet and spacious bathrooms, but we recommend 
the cosy, rustically furnished rooms in the section that was 
once a 17th-century warehouse. In keeping with the Johannes 
Gutenberg theme, a small bronze book is attached to each 
room key. Don’t miss its summer rooftop restaurant. Q38 
rooms (14 singles 99Ls, 17 doubles 114Ls, 1 suite 215Ls, 6 
junior suites 135Ls). PJHA6ULKW

Hotel Justus I-1, Jauniela 24, tel. 67 21 24 04, www.
hoteljustus.lv. Located between Riga Cathedral and one of 
the city’s most beautiful art nouveau buildings, Hotel Justus 
not only offers a great location, but also fabulous views. Al-
though each of its 45 rooms provides a similar modern style 
with satellite LCD TVs, mini-bar, spacious bathrooms and 
warm brown and beige tones, every single, double or suite 
also includes a unique piece of artwork from oil paintings to 
Soviet propaganda posters. An upmarket French seafood 
restaurant called Le Crabe is also at your disposal as well as 
a sauna.Q45 rooms (4 singles 63Ls, 34 doubles 70 - 77Ls, 
1 suite 105Ls, 3 junior suites 98Ls, 3 family rooms 95Ls). 
PJHARUKDX

Hotel Rīga I-3, Aspazijas bulv. 22, tel. 67 04 42 22, 
www.hotelriga.lv. One of Latvia’s largest hotels, this im-
mense building is located on the edge of Old Riga opposite 
the opera house. Although its labyrinthine hallways and 
large empty spaces still give off that slightly Soviet vibe, you 
couldn’t pick a more central location. An upmarket restaurant, 
casino, currency exchange and business centre are also avail-
able. Avoid the cabs outside at all costs. Q236 rooms (63 
singles €100 - 120, 156 doubles €130 - 150, 4 suites €200 
- 550, 13 junior suites €180). OJHALGKDW

Islande Hotel C-2, Ķīpsalas 20, tel. 67 60 80 00, fax 67 
60 80 01, reception@islandehotel.lv, www.islandehotel.
lv. In keeping with its Icelandic theme, Islande offers stylish 
minimalist Scandinavian decor that is especially evident in the 
lobby area that resembles a modern art gallery. All rooms are 
somewhat spacious and include the usual four-star amenities, 
but you can also choose to splurge on the Odin suite with its 
own sauna and hot tub. A spa centre, an entire allergy-free 
floor, two restaurants and even a cellar bowling alley are 
among its other perks. Q205 rooms (28 singles 75Ls, 129 
doubles 85Ls, 7 triples 110Ls, 2 suites 180 - 300Ls, 39 junior 
suites 105Ls). PHAR6UFKDX

Konventa Sēta I-2, Kalēju 9/11, tel. 67 08 75 07, fax 
67 08 75 15, reservation@konventa.lv, www.konventa.
lv. With foundations that were once part of the medieval city 
wall, the sprawling Convent Yard stands its ground against 
Riga’s many hotels. A maze of hallways joins nine historic 
buildings, and leads to a variety of rooms, some with original 
oak beams. Standard amenities are available as well as 
disabled and non-smoking rooms, not to mention plenty 
of shopping and eating options in its extensive courtyard. 
Apartments with kitchenettes are also available. Q (1 
single Ls). 141 rooms (10 singles from 63Ls, 105 doubles 
from 67Ls, 14 junior suites from 77Ls, 12 suites from 95Ls). 
JHA6UKW

Man-Tess Boutique Hotel I-2, Teātra 6, tel. 67 21 02 
25, www.hotelmantess.lv. When one sees the charming 
orange, flower-draped façade of this 18th-century townhouse 
one might expect a similarly antique interior. That’s why the 
unique reception area is such a surprise. Parakeets chirp in a 
cage above a goldfish pond next to a fireplace and a modern 
lift while guests sip coffee at the lobby bar. Each room is 
lightly different in style, but most include hardwood floors, 
cable TV, free wireless internet, phone, mini-bar and large 
bathrooms. Ask for one of the rooms with a balcony. Q11 
rooms (1 single 45Ls, 7 doubles 55Ls, 1 triple 65Ls, 2 suites 
60Ls). JA6XW

Metropole J-3, Aspazijas bulv. 36/38, tel. 67 22 54 
11, fax 67 21 61 40, metropole@metropole.lv, www.
metropole.lv. The oldest continuously running hotel in Riga, 
the Metropole has been catering to the city’s visitors from its 
excellent location by the Latvian National Opera since 1871. A 
Scandinavian influence is evident in every aspect of the hotel, 
whether it is the design of the cosy rooms or the cuisine offered 
in the restaurant. All rooms, smoking and non-smoking, include 
satellite TV, wireless internet access, minibar, trouser press, 
and large bathrooms and are tastefully decorated in pleasant 
pastel colours. Restaurant, conference rooms, sauna and fit-
ness and business centres also available. Q 86 rooms (41 
singles from 42Ls, 38 doubles from 49Ls, 3 triples from 75Ls, 
4 suites from 88Ls). PJHAR6FKD

Monika Centrum Hotel B-3, Elizabetes 21, tel. 67 
03 19 00, www.centrumhotels.com. This four-star hotel 
housed in a completely renovated neo-Gothic building built 
in 1883, offers spacious rooms with satellite TV, climate 
control, mini-bar, phone, internet access and private bath-
rooms with bathtub and bidet as well as a bar, restaurant, 
modern conference facilities and a fitness centre. Many of 
the rooms also include balconies with excellent views of the 
park and surrounding 19th-century architecture. Named 
after the owner’s daughter, Monika also offers incred-
ible suites with original decorative artwork and four-poster 
beds. Q80 rooms (12 singles 56Ls, 50 doubles 60Ls, 3 
suites 87Ls, 1 apartment 199Ls, 14 junior suites 63Ls). 
PJHA6UFGKDXW

Nordic Hotel Bellevue D-4, Raiņa 33, tel. 67 06 34 
00, fax 67 06 34 01, bellevue@nordichotels.eu, www.
nordichotels.eu. Opened in 1886 simply as the Bellevue, 
this historic building was completely renovated in 2008. All 
rooms are spacious and include modern conveniences such 
as flat screen TVs, free wireless internet, climate control, 
mini-bar, safe and bathroom, as well as extras like Italian 
marble, oak floors and full-length mirrors. Suites even have 
Lavazza espresso machines! An upmarket restaurant, a full-
service spa with a swimming pool and a cigar lounge are also 
available. Q112 rooms (6 singles 55 - 75Ls, 80 doubles 65 
- 85Ls, 2 suites 130 - 140Ls, 24 junior suites 79 - 105Ls). 
PHA6UKDCW
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Radisson SAS Daugava D-2, Kuģu 24, tel. 67 06 11 
11, www.riga.radissonsas.com. Singles and doubles are 
spacious and include cable TV, minibar and full bathroom. 
Business travellers can choose business class rooms or 
suites, which are more spacious and include a few extra perks 
like two phone lines for internet access and other amenities. 
An excellent fitness centre with a pool is available as well 
as conference rooms and a restaurant. Q361 rooms (99 
singles 42Ls, 170 doubles 49 - 77Ls, 23 suites 176 - 597Ls, 
16 apartments 176 - 829Ls, 53 junior suites 84 - 112Ls). 
Breakfast not included. POHAUFKDCW

Reval Hotel Elizabete C-4, Elizabetes 73, tel. 67 78 55 
55, fax 67 78 55 54, elizabete@revalhotels.com, www.
revalhotels.com. Built from the ground up in 2008, this in-
credibly stylish hotel is located opposite Riga’s most beautiful 
park a short walk from Old Riga. Its interior was created by a 
trendy London design firm and each of its modern, spacious 
rooms includes flat screen TVs, free wireless internet, large 
bathrooms and many other four-star amenities as well as 
views of either the courtyard or the park. A fitness centre, 
a hip cocktail bar and a grill restaurant called C.U.T. are also 
at your disposal and an ice machine is located on each floor 
which is unheard of in Latvia. Q 228 rooms (206 Reval class 
from €85, 18 executive class from €105, 3 junior suites from 
€285, 1 suite from €345). PHAUFLGKDW

Reval Hotel Latvija C-4, Elizabetes 55, tel. 67 77 22 
22, fax 67 77 22 21, latvia.sales@revalhotels.com, 
www.revalhotels.com. The Reval Group has completely 
transformed this one-time In-Tourist skyscraper into one of 
Latvia’s premier hotels. All rooms include phone, minibar, 
hairdryer, climate control and satellite TV. Business class 
suites are more spacious and include a few extra ameni-

ties. Allergy and smoke-free accommodation is also at your 
disposal, as well as three bars, a restaurant, conference 
facilities and room service, not to mention a new wing with 
dozens of shops and a seafood restaurant. Don’t miss the 
view from the 26th-floor Skyline Bar. Q 571 rooms (280 
standard from €79, 249 Reval class from €99, 38 executive 
class from €149, 3 suites from €329, 1 presidential suite from 
€479). POTHA6UFKDXCW

Mid-range
ABC Šampētera 139a, tel. 67 89 27 28, www.hotelabc.
lv. Although this place is halfway between the airport and the 
centre, it’s worth the drive if you’re looking for decent accom-
modation at a good price. All rooms have modern bathrooms 
with showers, light coloured interiors with wooden furniture, 
TV, minibar, telephone and internet as well as access to a 
sauna and conference room. During the summer a small pool 
is available, as well as an area for hooking up your camper or 
just laying out your tent. Q60 rooms (11 singles 40Ls, 36 
doubles 50Ls, 10 triples 70Ls, 1 suite 80Ls, 1 apartment 99Ls, 
1 junior suite 55Ls). HAR6UFLKDC

Art Hotel Laine B-4, Skolas 11, tel. 67 28 88 16, fax 
67 28 76 58, info@laine.lv, www.laine.lv. From the sunny 
staff to the unique, spacious and colourful interior, Laine is 
a superb, affordable central find located in a restored art 
nouveau building. Rooms offer cable TV, mini-bar, private 
bathrooms and interesting décor that includes antique fur-
niture and paintings by Latvian artists. Conference facilities, 
a restaurant with a fireplace and summer terrace and free 
wireless internet access are also available. Q 35 rooms (28 
singles and doubles 32 - 50Ls, 5 triples and apartments 50 
- 60Ls, 2 suites 55 - 60Ls). HA6LKXW
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Avitar 
A-5, Valdemāra 127, tel. 67 36 44 44, www.avitar.lv. In 
designing the place, the owners used four as the magic num-
ber—no matter its size, each room has an area for sleeping, 
eating, relaxing and working. Originally intended to be apart-
ments, most of the large accommodations have two rooms, 
and amenities like a water kettle, refrigerator, phone, cable 
TV and private bathrooms with showers. Q45 rooms (15 
singles 42Ls, 20 doubles 53Ls, 5 triples 67Ls, 5 apartments 
84Ls). HARLGK

B&B Riga C-5, Ģertrūdes 43-3, tel. 67 27 85 05, fax 67 
29 75 94, home@bb-riga.lv, www.bb-riga.lv. Located in a 
quiet courtyard decorated with flowers, this small family-run 
bed and breakfast offers a variety of spacious, completely 
renovated rooms with bathrooms en suite, cable TV, refrigera-
tor and even microwave ovens. A laundry service and airport 
shuttle are also available and vouchers are given to guests to 
eat breakfast at the café across the street. Q25 rooms (4 
singles 31Ls, 15 doubles 42Ls, 3 triples 52Ls, 3 apartments 
63 - 67Ls). ALW

Best Western Hotel Māra 
Kalnciema 186, tel. 67 70 27 18, www.hotelmara.lv. 
For business travellers and Westerners who want the feel of 
something familiar, this Latvian-Canadian run establishment 
is a little island of comfort close to the airport. The staff 
radiates friendliness, and the pleasant rooms with satellite 
TV, modern bathrooms with showers are just like they’d be 
in a top Best Western, because the materials are imported 
from North America. Q25 rooms (20 doubles 40 - 48Ls, 1 
triple 55Ls, 1 suite 60Ls, 1 apartment 40Ls, 2 junior suites 
50Ls). HA6ULKDW

Boutique Hotel Vecrīga H-2, Gleznotāju 12/14, tel. 
67 21 65 24, www.vecriga.lv. If you’re a fan of antiquity, 
but can’t do without modern conveniences, this renovated 
18th-century townhouse situated on a narrow, quiet street 
in the centre of Old Riga just might be the ideal place for you 
to call home. All rooms are essentially the same and include 
satellite TV, minibar, wireless internet, small bathrooms and 
wooden furniture. Q22 rooms (7 singles 39Ls, 9 doubles 
49Ls, 4 triples 55Ls, 1 suite 75Ls, 1 junior suite 60Ls). 
JAGKW

Bura Hotel B-2, Balasta dambis 78, tel. 67 42 23 95, 
www.burahotel.lv. Built in 2007, this modern hotel, liter-
ally on the left bank of the River Daugava, offers 12 doubles 
and singles that all include free wireless internet, cable TV, 
phone, writing desk and simple, uncluttered interiors in neutral 
colours, not to mention fantastic views of Old Riga on the 
opposite side of the river. Conference facilities, underground 
parking, a large landscaped yard and yacht and motorboat 
berths are also at your disposal. Q12 rooms (12 doubles 
45Ls). PHALW

City Hotel Bruņinieks 
B-4, Bruņinieku 6, tel. 67 31 51 40, www.cityhotel.lv. 
Pass the suit of armour and walk into the reception and bar 
area that is actually a courtyard which has been converted 
into a bright atrium that connects all three of the hotel’s build-
ings. All rooms, singles, doubles and suites, are surprisingly 
spacious and include standard amenities such as cable TV, 
mini-bar, phone, wireless internet and large bathrooms with 
hairdryer, heated tile floors and either a bathtub or shower. A 
restaurant, sauna and conference room are available on the 
7th floor as well as a rooftop terrace in the summer. Q68 
rooms (4 singles 65Ls, 42 doubles 75Ls, 10 triples 90Ls, 2 
suites 130Ls, 1 apartment 130Ls, 10 junior suites 85Ls). 
PHAULKDW

Clarion Collection Hotel Valdemārs F-3, Valdemāra 
23, tel. 67 33 44 62, fax 67 33 30 01, reservations@
valdemars.lv, www.valdemars.lv. The Scandinavian owners 
of this hotel have completely renovated every square meter of 
this historic 1901 building including its original parquet floors, 
fireplaces and stained glass windows. All rooms are relatively 
spacious and include flat screen TVs, free wireless internet, 
phone, mini-bar, safe and bathrooms with heated floors and 
either shower or bathtub. Only allergy-free fabrics are used in 
each interior from the pillows and sheets to the upholstery of 
the couches in its suites. Conference facilities, a fitness centre 
and a Swedish restaurant are also available. Q83 rooms (8 
singles 35 - 88Ls, 53 doubles 42 - 112Ls, 13 suites 62 - 151Ls, 
9 junior suites 59 - 122Ls). PHA6UFKDCW

Conference Hotel Tomo Raunas 44, tel. 67 87 07 
87, www.tomo.lv. This huge hotel has been completely 
renovated and offers accommodation for both budget trav-
ellers and those who require a bit more comfort. All rooms 
include cable TV, phone and private bathrooms and suites 
have the added benefit of balconies, mini-bars and more 
space. Four-bed dorm rooms are also available with shared 
toilets and showers. A business centre, a restaurant and 
bar and a beauty salon are also available. Take trolleybus 
N°17 from Brīvības to the Kastrānes iela stop. Q172 
rooms (25 singles 26Ls, 133 doubles 36Ls, 4 triples 44Ls, 
2 suites 70Ls, 1 apartment 70Ls, 7 junior suites 48Ls). 
PHA6ULKDW

Dodo Hotel E-6, Jersikas 1, tel. 67 24 02 20, fax 67 
24 02 18, sales@dodohotel.com, www.dodohotel.com. 
Although budget airlines have been flying to Riga for years 
now, local hoteliers have completely ignored the budget ac-
commodation niche - until now. Built in 2008, this Western, 
French-owned low-cost hotel offers 109 rooms with flat screen 
TVs, free wireless internet, private bathrooms with showers 
and hairdryer all for under €40. A continental breakfast with 
French crepes is also available at an extra cost and the cafés 
and bars of Old Riga are only a short tram ride away. Q109 
rooms (105 doubles €34, 4 family rooms €52). Breakfast 
3.50Ls. ARUW
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version of our latest guide. We print guides in 
more than 50 cities across Europe, and In Your 
Pocket offers the vast majority of them for free 
download, in PDF, at our website. A number of 
guides are now also available  as post-PDF, iPaper 
documents. Just visit our website at inyour-
pocket.com for all our available downloads.

Free Downloads
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Elefant Hotel Kalnciema 90, tel. 67 22 55 60, www.
elefanthotel.lv. If the gold elephant on the pedestal in the 
courtyard didn’t get you’re attention, the 600kg, 6m-high 
white elephant in the bar/reception area certainly will. This 
sleek, modern glass and steel hotel offers rooms with either 
light or dark wallpaper and furniture, depending on the floor, 
and all include floor to ceiling windows, big flat screen TVs, 
free wireless internet, mini-bar, safe and phone. Underground 
parking and a restaurant serving Polynesian-inspired cuisine 
are also available. Take bus N°22 to the RMR or Candera iela 
stop. Q158 rooms (133 doubles 35 - 42Ls, 13 suites 77Ls, 
1 apartment 91Ls, 11 junior suites 53Ls). Breakfast buffet 
for 7Ls. PHA6ULKXW

Europa City Riga Brīvības 199c, tel. 67 16 60 00, 
www.europacity.lv. Only a short tram ride from Old Riga, 
this modern hotel built in 2006, offers comfortable accom-
modation for affordable prices. Although all of the rooms are 
similar in style, each floor is given a different colour scheme. 
Amenities include cable TV, mini-bar, two phones (one in the 
bathroom) and internet access. A 1960s-style retro restau-
rant is available on the ground floor and a bar with a large 
terrace serves cocktails on the top floor. Take tram N°3 or 6 
from Barona to the VEF stop just across the bridge. Q139 
rooms (5 singles 35 - 46Ls, 126 doubles 39 - 53Ls, 4 triples 
53 - 67Ls, 4 suites 98Ls). PHARLGK

Forums I-3, Vaļņu 45, tel. 67 81 46 80, www.hotelfo-
rums.lv. This modern hotel located on the edge of Old Riga 
offers elegantly decorated rooms with dark red and gold 
upholstered wooden furnishings, satellite TV, writing desk, 
phone and private bathrooms with bath. Although almost all 
of the rooms are spacious and comfortable we recommend 
you splurge on the top-floor suite with its own sauna or the 
two luxurious rooms with large tiled balconies with views of 
the city and the river. Not far from the bus and train stations. 
Q32 rooms (25 doubles 40 - 55Ls, 4 triples 70Ls, 3 junior 
suites 100Ls). PJARGKD

Hotel Edvards F-3, Dzirnavu 45/47, tel. 67 43 99 60, 
fax 67 43 99 59, hotel@hoteledvards.lv, www.hoteled-
vards.lv. Opened in late 2008, this quiet family-run hotel is a 
great option for people who’d like to avoid the noise and party 
atmosphere of Old Riga or travellers who simply want a good 
night’s sleep. All rooms are similarly decorated with bright 
walls and peach-coloured doors and carpeting and include flat 
screen TVs, free wireless internet access, mini-bar, phone and 
bathrooms with heated tile floors. Superior rooms are more 
spacious and include bathtubs and terraces. A children’s room 
and a Viennese-style cafe are also at your disposal. Although 
the hotel is non-smoking, each floor has a communal balcony 
where you can light up. Q20 rooms (6 singles 38Ls, 11 
doubles 44Ls, 2 superior 59Ls). TALGKW

Hotel Enkurs B-5, Čaka 87, tel. 20 01 34 09, www.
hotelenkurs.lv. Not surprisingly, the Anchor exhibits a slight 
nautical theme in its lobby but most of the hallways are 
decorated with paintings of Old Riga. Although it doesn’t have 
the most central of locations, this completely renovated hotel 
offers doubles with satellite TV, writing desk, phone, mini-bars 
and private bathrooms with showers and hairdryers. A luxury 
suite with a jacuzzi and sauna is also available. Good value 
for money. Q17 rooms (2 singles 20Ls, 14 doubles 25Ls, 1 
suite 45Ls). PALW

More hotels at 
riga.inyourpocket.com
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Hotel Felicia Stirnu iela 32b, tel. 67 59 99 42, fax 67 
54 81 45, www.hotelfelicia.com. What Felicia lacks in 
location, it more than compensates for in service and qual-
ity. The rooms look like they’ve been stolen from a furniture 
show room. Phone, cable TV, private bathrooms, minibar and 
climate control are all at your disposal as well as a bar and 
restaurant. Take trolleybus N°11 or 18 to the Ūnijas iela stop. 
Q19 rooms (5 singles 20 - 40Ls, 11 doubles 40 - 50Ls, 1 
suite 75Ls, 2 junior suites 55Ls). PHALKDC

Hotel Irina D-4, Merķeļa 12, tel. 67 22 45 46, www.
hotelirina.lv. Located just across the street from the train 
station, one of Hotel Irina’s most obvious advantages is its 
close proximity to Old Riga. Although each of its many rooms 
is slightly different in size, most offer red carpeting and yellow 
walls as well as cable TV, mini-bar, phone, internet access and 
private bathrooms with showers and hairdryers. The suite 
boasts a sauna, hot tub and a bidet in the bathroom, but 
the interior of the room is unusual to say the least. To avoid 
tobacco smells request a non-smoking room. Q75 rooms 
(25 singles 30 - 40Ls, 34 doubles 50 - 60Ls, 14 triples 72Ls, 
1 suite 200Ls, 1 junior suite 80Ls). HARKD

Hotel Viktorija C-5, Čaka 55, tel. 67 01 41 11, www.
hotel-viktorija.lv. Hotel Viktorija is housed in an historic Art 
Nouveau building right in the centre of Riga. Most rooms are 
sparsely decorated with bright pastel walls, wood furniture 
and wall-to-wall carpeting. Each room also includes cable 
TV, phone and private bathrooms with showers while suites 
also provide a more luxurious setting with a few extras like 
refrigerators, bathtubs and great views. A café and guarded 
parking are also available. Although not as stylish as some 
of its competitors, Viktorija is good value-for-money. Q47 
rooms (7 singles 25Ls, 21 doubles 28Ls, 12 triples 42Ls, 3 
suites 56Ls, 4 junior suites 48Ls). HA6W

Karavella Katrīnas dambis 27, tel. 67 32 31 30, fax 
67 83 01 87, hotel@karavella.lv, www.karavella.lv. 
Sometimes it’s easy for visitors to forget that Riga is a port 
city. Those who need to be reminded can stay here and look 
out on the harbour every morning. All rooms have refrigerator, 
cable TV, and phone, not to mention private bathrooms with 
either shower or bathtub. Take tram N°5 or 9 to Katrīnas 
iela. Q81 rooms (singles €65 - 70, doubles €75 - 85, suites 
€150). HARLKD

Kert A-5, Hospitāļu 17, tel. 67 37 39 95, www.kert.lv. 
Although not in the proper centre of town, this small hotel is 
still on the map. Family-run, Kert offers standard rooms with 
satellite TV, phone, writing desk and big beds to roll around 
in. Suites provide a few more amenities such as a fridge, 
beautiful parquet floors, balconies and giant bathrooms with 
large tubs and the all-important bidet. For breakfast, simply 
fill out a form with dozens of different options from cereals to 
sausages and eggs. Q7 rooms (3 singles 42Ls, 2 doubles 
42Ls, 2 suites 52Ls). A6LKXW

Kolonna Hotel Riga I-2, Tirgoņu 9, tel. 67 35 82 54, 
www.hotelkolonna.com. Located on one of Old Riga’s 
most charming streets just off Dome Square, this new hotel 
certainly has plenty to offer. Each room is slightly different 
in size but all offer satellite TV, writing desk, phone, private 
bathrooms with shower and minimalist décor. The top floor 
rooms also have air conditioning and luxury two-storey pent-
house suites are also available. Q41 rooms (singles 54Ls, 
doubles 58Ls, triples 85Ls, apartments 68Ls,  penthouse 
85Ls). JHARU

Monte Kristo I-3, Kalēju 56, tel. 67 35 91 00, www.
hotelmontekristo.lv. Monte Kristo offers a winning combina-
tion of services that have made it a popular choice among 
Riga’s visitors. Reasonable prices and a great location are 
just two reasons to rest your head here. All rooms are deco-
rated in a similar style with beige, maroon and gold colours 
and include satellite TV, phone, internet access, mini-bar, 
safe and private bathrooms. Junior suites are more spa-
cious and include stereo/CD players. Q39 rooms (singles 
45Ls, doubles 55Ls, triples 75Ls, suites 135Ls,  junior suites 
105Ls). JARK

NB Hotel Slokas 49b, tel. 67 81 53 33, www.nb.lv. Even 
for those who don’t need to shoot a game of pool before their 
morning coffee, this modern hotel - owned by a local billiards 
chain - offers a decent value across the river. A yacht theme 
dominates the halls and the lobby, which has ten pool tables 
on hand. The spic and span, smallish rooms include cable 
TV, phone, minibar, and private bathrooms with showers. 
Take tram N°5 from Grēcinieku to the Dārza iela stop. Q72 
rooms (9 singles 30Ls, 57 doubles 35Ls, 3 triples 50Ls, 3 
suites 83Ls). PAR6ULKW

Radi un Draugi J-2, Mārstaļu 1/3, tel. 67 82 02 00, 
www.draugi.lv. First created as a hotel for the family and 
friends of the Latvian exile organisation that owns it, this afford-
able hotel has now expanded to three buildings on a popular 
Old Riga street. All rooms are spacious and include cable TV, 
wireless internet access, phone, refrigerator, coffee or teakettle 
and modern bathrooms with hairdryer and shower or tub. Ac-
commodation in the original section has a bit of old world charm, 
while newer rooms offer warm interiors with Latvian wooden 
furniture. Q76 rooms (16 singles 42Ls, 52 doubles 52Ls, 4 
triples 58Ls, 4 junior suites 58Ls). JHARK

Riverside Hotel G-6, Mazā Lāčplēša 5, tel. 67 79 89 40, 
www.riversidehotel.lv. Completely built from the ground up 
in 2008, the Riverside may not be the most centrally located 
of Riga hotels, but it does offer plenty of privacy, friendly staff 
and a guarded parking lot for free right within the city. All rooms 
are similarly decorated with reddish carpets, beige walls and 
brown bedding. Flat screen cable TV, free wireless internet 
access, private bathrooms with showers, phone, safe and 
climate control all come standard. Q21 rooms (20 doubles 
27 - 29Ls, 1 junior suite 50Ls). PALKDW

TIA B-4, Valdemāra 63, tel. 67 33 39 18, fax 67 83 03 
90, tia@tia.lv, www.hoteltia.lv. This three-star hotel offers 
comfortable accommodation in the city centre and its 49 
rooms face a quiet courtyard so you don’t have to worry about 
noise. With the exception of the upmarket suites on the top 
floor, all rooms are decorated in a similar style with bright pastel 
colours, wood furnishings designed by local craftsmen, cable 
TV, phone, safe, mini-bar and private bathrooms with showers 
and hair dryers. We, however, prefer the rooms on the sixth floor 
each of which has its own balcony at no extra cost. An internet 
terminal at reception, café/bar and free wi-fi are also available. 
Q49 rooms (6 singles 28Ls, 7 doubles 34Ls, 3 triples 49Ls, 2 
suites 42Ls, 31 twin 34Ls). HAR6LGKW

Lauku Ceļotājs (Country Traveller) Vīlipa 12 
- 21, tel. 67 61 76 00, www.celotajs.lv. The Coun-
try Traveller offers B&B outside of Riga. Check out its 
comprehensive website to find the countryside vacation 
of your dreams. Ride horses, go fishing, sweat it out in a 
traditional sauna, enjoy a romantic evening by a roaring 
fire in a renovated farmhouse or a regal stay in an ancient 
castle. Take bus N°38 from 13.janvāra to the Kuldīgas 
iela stop. QOpen 09:00 - 18:00. Closed Sat, Sun.

Countryside holidays
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Bed & Breakfast
B&B Krisjanis & Gertrude C-5, Barona 39-1 (entrance 
from Ģertrūdes), tel. 67 50 66 04, fax 67 50 66 03, 
reservation@kg.lv, www.kg.lv. Not unlike a typical British 
B&B, this hotel only offers six rooms, but each is decorated 
in a different fashion and provides cable TV, free wireless in-
ternet access, modern bathrooms, coffee/tea set and a cosy 
atmosphere that one would expect from a home away from 
home. A common room is also available with a kitchenette 
and a computer with internet access. Q6 rooms (1 single 27 
- 30Ls, 3 doubles 30 - 35Ls, 2 triples 40Ls). AGW

B&B Riga C-5, Ģertrūdes 43-3, tel. 67 27 85 05, fax 67 
29 75 94, home@bb-riga.lv, www.bb-riga.lv. Located in a 
quiet courtyard decorated with flowers, this small family-run 
bed and breakfast offers a variety of spacious, completely 
renovated rooms with bathrooms en suite, cable TV, refrigera-
tor and even microwave ovens. A laundry service and airport 
shuttle are also available and vouchers are given to guests to 
eat breakfast at the café across the street. Q25 rooms (4 
singles 31Ls, 15 doubles 42Ls, 3 triples 52Ls, 3 apartments 
63 - 67Ls). ALW

Homestay Stokholmas 1, tel. 67 55 30 16/26 46 41 
13, diga@latnet.lv, www.homestay.lv. The friendly owners 
of this B&B, a Kiwi and a Latvian, rent four of the rooms of 
their beautiful home in Mežaparks, which resembles a Swiss 
chalet. After you’ve had a beer or cup of tea with the man of 
the house (we were offered a bowl of soup), you can settle 
into your room decorated with paintings, photos and lovely 
Eastern carpets and kilims covering the hardwood floors. One 
incredibly large room also offers a balcony at no extra cost. A 
breakfast room with a large fireplace and a TV/DVD player is 
available as well as a laundry room. A huge breakfast and a 
free walking tour of Mežaparks are included in the price of the 
room. No stag parties! Take tram N°11 to Visbijas prospekts 
or call them to arrange transportation. Q 4 rooms (singles 
25Ls, doubles35Ls). ILGW

Hotel Multilux C-5, Barona 37 (entrance from 
Ģertrūdes), tel. 67 31 16 02/29 40 03 43, fax 67 31 16 
40, hotel@multilux.lv, www.multilux.lv. All of the rooms 
in this historic Art Nouveau building in the centre of Riga are 
completely renovated with tasteful furniture, cable TV and en 
suite bathrooms. Multilux is family-owned so you’re guaran-
teed good service as well as internet access, housekeeping, 
24-hour reception and a breakfast buffet. A great value! Q30 
rooms (3 singles 25Ls, 11 doubles 25 - 40Ls, 3 triples 41 
- 50Ls, 6 suites 45Ls, 1 apartment 56Ls, 2 studio 50Ls, 5 
family rooms 48 - 85Ls). ARGW

Jakob Lenz B-3, Lenču 2, tel. 67 33 33 43, fax 67 
33 13 78, reservation@guesthouselenz.lv, www.
guesthouselenz.lv. This B&B located in a quiet residential 
neighbourhood is only a stone’s throw from the city’s most 
impressive Art Nouveau buildings and offers bright and spa-
cious rooms, many with private bathrooms, within renovated 
apartments on three floors. A full kitchen is also available 
as well as a communal computer with internet access or 
free wireless in rooms. Q25 rooms (4 singles 20 - 25Ls, 
10 doubles 25 - 35Ls, 7 triples 30 - 40Ls, 4 apartments 42 
- 52Ls). A6W
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KB B&B C-5, Barona 37, tel. 67 31 23 23, fax 67 31 69 
53, hotel@kbhotel.lv, www.kbhotel.lv. It’s not by chance 
that KB stands for Krišjānis Barons. The B&B is located on the 
street of the same name and is owned by the great-grandson 
of the illustrious 20th-century collector of folk songs. Pass 
the restored frescos in the foyer and climb the marble stairs 
to find bright, renovated rooms with cable TV, new furniture, 
reading lamp and en suite bathroom with shower. The attic 
apartment also offers a kitchenette and a private terrace 
with excellent views. Communal kitchen and free internet 
access also available. Q12 rooms (2 singles 20 - 28Ls, 
4 doubles 25 - 33Ls, 5 triples 30 - 38Ls, 1 apartment 58 
- 78Ls). A6GW

Budget
Hotel Jūrnieks Sofijas 8, tel. 67 39 23 50, fax 67 39 
33 36, info@hoteljurnieks.lv, www.hoteljurnieks.lv. 
Surrounded by neglected housing estates on the outskirts of 
Riga, the Sailor may not be the ideal hotel for everyone, but if 
you don’t mind a lengthy tram ride and you want to save loads 
of money on accommodation, then look no further. Completely 
renovated in 2004, its simple rooms offer cable TV and private 
bathrooms or extras such as phone and internet access on 
the 5th floor. Take trams N°5 or 9 from Aspazijas to the Allažu 
iela stop. Q90 rooms (18 singles 32Ls, 47 doubles 32Ls, 
4 suites 70Ls, 2 apartments 80Ls, 15 anti-allergy 32Ls, 4 
junior suites 70Ls, 2 disabled-friendly 32Ls). Breakfast not 
included. HAR6LGKDX

Livonija E-4, Maskavas 32, tel. 67 20 41 80, www.
hotellivonija.lv. Opened in late 2004, this cosy motel offers 
15 comfortable rooms just beyond the Central Market, only a 
few tram stops from the old city. Singles and doubles are on 
the small side and offer bright interiors with wood furnishings, 
private bathrooms and cable TV. Junior suites are basically 
the same, but more spacious and definitely worth the extra 
cash. Their restaurant serves inexpensive Latvian food, which 
can also be delivered to your room, should you be too lazy to 
go downstairs. Q13 rooms (5 singles 27Ls, 5 doubles 30Ls, 
3 junior suites 30Ls). Breakfast: 2.70Ls. A6LKW

Skanste A-4, Skanstes 9, tel. 67 51 99 23, www.
hotelskanste.lv. Not being right in the city centre comes 
with its advantages. Peace and quiet, fresh air, green views, 
open space and the closest proximity of any hotel to Arena 
Riga, the best venue for concerts and sporting events in the 
city. Skanste isn’t at the height of fashion, but doesn’t try to 
be. The recipe here is genuine country-style friendliness and 
straightforward comfort in a family environment. Disabled 
guests also welcome. Q35 rooms (singles 21Ls, doubles 
29Ls, triples 40Ls,  junior suites 40Ls). HA6LGW

Hostels
Backpackers Planet D-4, Nēģu 17, tel./fax 67 22 
62 32, hostel@backpackersplanet.lv, www.backpack-
ersplanet.lv. Fancy a stay in the Riga Central Market? This 
converted warehouse offers spacious, affordable, rustically 
decorated rooms, each with its own bathroom and shower. 
None of the dorms have more than six beds, so you don’t 
have to worry about your roommates. Extras include a 
modern lift, friendly staff, a café and bar, a laundry service, 
a computer for internet access as well as wi-fi, a common 
room with TV and kitchenette and a secure luggage room. 
Q (14 - 16Ls/person). AKW

Central Hostel D-5, E. Birznieka-Upīša 20, tel. 22 32 
26 63, c.hostel.riga@gmail.com, www.centralhostel.lv. 
Just look for the only orange wooden house on the corner 
(perhaps the only one in Riga). All double rooms are somewhat 
spacious and include bright coloured interiors and a candy on 
each pillow. Modern shared toilets and showers are located 
in the hallway and a small kitchen and common room with TV, 
CD player and games are also at your disposal. Breakfast, 
sauna, a smoking room with hookahs and free internet ac-
cess available. Q24 rooms (17 doubles 20 - 30Ls,  dorm 
beds 6Ls). LD

City Lounge C-4, A. Kalniņa 4 (top floor), tel. 29 35 89 
58, www.citylounge.lv. The husband and wife team that 
own this hostel have done a great job transforming a decrepit 
10-room communal apartment into this relaxed, stylish hostel. 
Each room, dorms or doubles, is decorated according to the 
city it’s named after (rustic Riga, Amsterdam with a pot plant, 
New York with skylines on the walls) and includes views and 
safes. A communal kitchen is available as well as a chill out/
reception area where you can watch DVDs, smoke a hookah 
or just play video games. Q6 rooms (2 doubles 35Ls,  dorm 
beds 10 - 15Ls). Breakfast not included. AW

House Hostel Riga C-5, Barona 44 (entrance from 
Lāčplēša), tel. 67 35 02 27/26 49 12 35, thehouse@
rigaoutthere.com, www.riga-hostels.com. This centrally 
located hostel is run by an expat tour operator, so not only 
will you have a comfortable bed, but you’ll also be able to 
book activities on the spot from shooting AK-47s and bungee 
jumping to cultural and nightlife tours. Dorm rooms offer bunk 
beds and also include hardwood floors and original Latvian 
tile fireplaces. A communal kitchen with a washing machine, 
a smoking balcony, free internet access, shared toilets, 
showers and even a bathtub are all at your disposal as well 
as cheeky little signs like: ‘Burning down The House is not a 
good idea. Turn off the gas tank’. Q Breakfast: 5Ls. 4 rooms 
(doubles 27Ls, quads 40Ls, 8-bed dorm 80Ls, 10-bed dorm 
100Ls). AW

“inyourpocket.com (IYP) is one of the web’s best travel 
resources.”

The Guardian
“The secret of the In Your Pocket guides is that, unlike 
many expensive travel guides, they are written by native 
English speakers living in the city they are writing about. 
That can lend itself to frank, matter-of-fact advice about 
your destination rather than jaded impressions from 

world-weary professional travel writers.”
The Irish Times

“With so many European cities now within easy range of 
a low-cost airline flight, this website is a (literally) price-
less first stop before your holiday. The guides are free 
to download and print off as pdfs and have information 
on where to eat and stay and what to see on European 

city breaks.”
The Times

“The In Your Pocket series of guide booklets have turned 
out to be highly useful in avoiding tourist traps and other 
travel hazards. The bimonthly, English-language series of 
small guides are a mix of Lonely Planet and Time Out, and 

have become a European publishing phenomenon.”
International Herald Tribune

Recent press
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Knights Court C-5, Bruņinieku 75B, tel. 67 84 64 00, 
www.knightscourt.lv. Although its location is a good walk 
from the proper centre of the city, this hostel offers a variety 
of clean and comfortable dorm rooms with shared toilets 
and showers as well as more spacious double rooms with 
private bathrooms. Internet access, a communal kitchen with 
microwave and refrigerator as well as lockers for valuables 
are also available. Friendly, helpful staff and no curfew. Q49 
rooms (5 singles 28Ls, 5 doubles 30Ls, 39 dorm beds 8Ls). 
ALG

Riga Hostel J-2, Mārstaļu 12, tel. 67 22 45 20, recep-
tion@rigahostel.com.lv, www.rigahostel.com.lv. Don’t 
let the sign for the strip club in the same building discourage 
you from giving this modern, comfortable hostel a try. Prices 
for beds are affordable and the location on a popular Old 
Riga street couldn’t be more central. Each dorm room has its 
own bathroom and shower and a kitchen/relaxation room is 
available with a TV and computer with free internet access. 
No curfew. Q 8 rooms (2 doubles 18 - 20Ls/person, 1 
triple 34Ls, 1 quad 56Ls, 15-bed room 5Ls/person, 12-bed 
room 6Ls/person, 8-bed room 8Ls/person). Breakfast not 
included. JAG

Riga Old Town Hostel I-3, Vaļņu 43, tel. 67 22 34 
06, www.rigaoldtownhostel.lv. In the great tradition of 
backpackers’ havens across Europe, this excellent hostel 
offers a fun, safe atmosphere for frugal travellers as well 
as cheap, clean, comfortable beds in dorm rooms in Old 
Riga. Extras include free in-room safes, both standard and 
wireless internet access, a fully equipped kitchen, laundry 
machines, a sauna and the Backpackers Pub. No curfew. 
Q 2 doubles 20Ls, 12- and 6-bed dorms from 6Ls/person. 
PJARGD

The Naughty Squirrel I-3, Kalēju 50, tel. 67 22 00 73, 
www.thenaughtysquirrel.com. The walls are cluttered with 
postcards, posters and offers, a dozen litre mugs hang tempt-
ingly above a bar and youth of all nationalities are in constant 
motion... and that’s just the reception area. Walk down hallways 
covered in graffiti by local street artists to find singles, family 
rooms and dorms each of which includes private lockers and 
even speakers that can be plugged into your iPod. Shared 
toilets and showers, a full kitchen and a communal room with 
cable TV, a DVD player and three free computers are also 
available here at one of Riga’s best hostels. It also offers a 
wide range of tours and activities like bungee jumping and 
shooting AK-47s. Q 14 rooms (3 doubles 25 - 30Ls, 4 triples 
30 - 35Ls, 1 4-bed dorm from 8Ls/person, 1 6-bed dorm from 
7Ls/person, 4 8-bed dorms from 6Ls/person, 1 apartment 36 
- 40Ls). Breakfast not included. JARW

Apartment rental
Agency Lilija Plus I-3, Rīdzenes 25, tel. 67 21 60 
40/29 23 81 06, fax 67 21 60 54, lila@latnet.lv, www.li-
larealty.lv. Great choice of renovated apartments in Old Riga 
and the city centre from studio to four-bedroom apartments. 
Airport transfer, cleaning services and long-term rentals also 
available. Professional English-speaking staff.

Agency STES Latvia C-4, Dzirnavu 55, tel. 26 44 85 
10, info@stes.lv, www.stes.lv. Furnished, renovated apart-
ments in or near Old Riga for short and long-term rental. All 
apartments are comfortable and fully equipped with cable 
TV, kitchen and bathroom. STES also offers rental properties 
including apartments, country houses and summer cottages 
in the countryside, Jūrmala and various locations along the 
Baltic coastline.

Apartment Riga A-6, Brīvības 196, tel. 29 45 97 50, fax 
67 27 80 36, www.apartment-riga.lv. Furnished, completely 
renovated apartments for short-term rental with kitchen, cable 
TV, wireless internet, free parking, sheets and towels only a 
10-minute tram ride from Old Riga from €35 - 50/night including 
VAT. All apartments are located in one building and rented by 
the owner. Transfers from the airport also available.

Art-Factory C-4, Kuģu 11-611, tel. 29 10 20 85, 
rent@art-factory.lv, www.rentapartmentinriga.lv. Large 
database of comfortable, renovated, fully equipped one to 
five-bedroom apartments in the centre and Old Riga for short 
or long-term rental. Airport transfer and cleaning services 
available. Friendly, professional staff with more than seven 
years of experience.

Aurum Nams I-2, Kaļķu 20, tel. 29 14 44 55, grava.
dace@gmail.com. Comfortable rooms and apartments 
for rent in the heart of Old Riga with excellent views of Līvu 
Square. All apartments are recently refurbished and fully 
equipped with kitchen, cable TV and wireless internet access 
for only €30 - 40/person per night.

Dolce Vita C-5, Stabu 59, tel./fax 67 27 02 65, ho-
teldolcevita@inbox.lv, www.hoteldolcevita.lv. Rent a 
two or three bedroom apartment for the whole gang or just 
one room within an apartment. Rooms are clean and taste-
fully decorated and each apartment includes a kitchen, two 
bathrooms and a common room with phone, cable TV and 
internet access. Q Apartments (one-bedroom €70, two-
bedroom €100, three-bedroom €140). AL

Sirta C-4, Barona 36, tel. 67 21 36 22, www.sirta.lv. 
Run by a British-Latvian.
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W Free wireless internet

Symbol keyTwo years ago it seemed that anyone with a little extra 
cash could open a restaurant in Riga just for the fun of it. 
Unfortunately, astronomical rents in 2008 and now the 
global financial crisis have sent many a chef packing. On 
the bright side, you can still find a thin-crust pizza, fresh 
sushi, hearty pork knuckle and potatoes or an Armenian 
shashlik without much effort and many cafés now offer 
cheap lunch specials to lure diners into their empty estab-
lishments. A tip of 10% is expected at most places. The 
average cost of a main course is listed in parentheses.

American
T.G.I.Friday’s I-2, Kaļķu 6, tel. 67 22 90 71, www.
rrg.lv. Local anti-globalisation fanatics may be upset, but 
expats and tourists can’t get enough of this American chain 
of bar/restaurants. The average Joe or Jānis may gripe about 
paying almost 6Ls for a burger, but it could also be argued 
that the abnormally large portions more than justify the price. 
Enjoy steaks, ribs, nachos and a huge selection of cocktails. 
QOpen 12:00 - 24:00.  (6 - 12Ls). AS

Armenian
Akhtamar D-4, Merķeļa 9, tel. 67 21 50 32, www.
akhtamar.lv. This cavernous brick cellar is a maze of rooms 
and niches decorated with traditional kilims hanging from the 
walls. Huge servings of grilled lamb, beef, pork and even trout 
are here in abundance as well as hearty soups and stews 
and a great selection of wines and brandies from across the 
Caucasus region. Beer lovers won’t be disappointed either 
with Czech Budweiser and local Lāčplēsis on draught. A large 
smoking section is available for anyone who needs a cigarette 
with his or her shashlik. QOpen 11:00 - 24:00, Sat, Sun 
12:00 - 24:00. (5 - 7Ls). AEX

Aragats B-5, Miera 15, tel. 67 37 34 45. Going to this 
authentic restaurant is like visiting an Armenian family for din-
ner, only you’re presented a bill at the end of the evening. Feast 
on mouth-watering grilled lamb, veal and pork shashliks and 
a wide variety of other delicious cuisine from the Caucasus 
Mountains. Don’t miss the syrupy sweet coffees or a certain 
Georgian wine that used to be Stalin’s favourite. QOpen 
13:00 - 22:00. Closed Mon, Sun. (6 - 10Ls). AX

Asian
dADa I-3, Audēju 16 (Galerija Centrs), tel. 67 10 44 33. 
The absurd interior and costumes worn by the wait staff prove 
that Dadaism isn’t dead. Although soups and main courses 
are on offer, most people choose the ‘food market’ which is 
essentially a Mongolian barbecue. Pick a sauce (coconut 
curry, mango ginger, etc.), take a bowl and fill it to the top 
with a variety of raw vegetables, noodles, meat or seafood 
and leave it with the chef. Within minutes it’ll be cooked and 
brought back to your table. QOpen 10:00 - 22:00, Fri, Sat 
10:00 - 24:00. (5 - 7Ls). A

Gan Bei D-4, Stacijas laukums 2 (Origo), tel. 67 07 30 
12. Although the location in a popular shopping centre may 
lack intimacy, this stylish restaurant is a must see for hungry 
yuppie shoppers who can choose dishes from two separate 
menus - one Chinese, the other sushi. The former offers an 
excellent selection of dishes not offered elsewhere in Riga; the 
latter original maki and nigiri concoctions that are as pleasing 
to the eye as they are to the palate. Try the sesame chicken 
or the rainbow sushi. QOpen 10:00 - 23:00. Also on Brīvības 
372 (Alfa Centre); Ieriķu 3 (Domina Shopping); Lielirbes 29 
(Spice); Krasta 46 (Mols). (4 - 8Ls). AS

Wok Café C-4, Dzirnavu 60, tel. 67 28 28 78, www.
vairaksaules.lv. One of the city’s best pizzerias has looked 
east for inspiration and opened this trendy wok café. Pick a 
combination of meat, noodles and sauces to be cooked to 
order in its open plan kitchen and Asian favourites like dump-
lings, spring rolls, spicy salads and a good selection of sushi. 
The walls are covered in photographs of green florae, so it 
always feels like spring even if it’s snowing outside. QOpen 
11:00 - 23:00, Fri, Sat 11:00 - 06:00. (5Ls). AS

Bakeries
Franču Maiznīca (Cadets de Gascogne) H-2, 
Basteja bulv. 8, tel. 67 32 01 03. Parlez-vous cholesterol? 
Expat Bernard Larane’s French bakery brings kilos of buttery 
pastries to Old Riga, including the closest thing to a Parisian 
pain au chocolat this side of the Baltic. Fresh bread, home-
made pāté, quiches, strong coffee, and real orange juice also 
make this boulangerie a favourite retreat. QOpen 07:00 
- 22:00. Also on C-5, Ģertrūdes 30, tel. 67 87 62 65. Open 
08:00 - 20:00. Closed Sun. 

Mārtiņa beķereja C-4, Marijas 19, tel. 67 28 71 61, 
www.bekereja.lv. Martin’s Bakery offers a modern, beige en-
vironment to enjoy classic Latvian pastries from freshly baked 
pīrāgi (bacon dumplings) with a variety of different fillings like 
ham, onions and mushrooms to delicious sweet pastries from 
fragrant kanēļa maizītes (cinnamon buns) to gooey kafijas 
maizītes (custard-cream buns). You can order anything it offers 
to take away, including coffee, or just enjoy a cappuccino or a 
cup of tea on the spot. QOpen 07:30 - 21:00, Sat, Sun 08:00 
- 21:00. Also on Ģertrūdes 44, tel. 67 31 08 81. Open 08:00 
- 20:00, Sat 08:00 - 19:00, Sun 09:00 - 19:00. S

Bergs Restaurant C-4, Elizabetes 83/85 (Berga 
bazārs), tel. 67 77 09 59, www.hotelbergs.lv. This 
design hotel’s stylish restaurant offers a daily a la carte 
breakfast. QOpen 07:30 - 11:00. AW
Čili Pica J-3, 13. janvāra 8 (Stockmann), tel. 67 22 
01 28/80 00 33 55 (delivery), www.cili.lv. Breakfast 
at a pizzeria may sound strange but don’t knock it until 
you’ve tried it. QOpen 09:00 - 23:00, Fri, Sat 09:00 
- 24:00. (2 - 4Ls). A
Double Coffee C-4, Tērbatas 5, tel. 67 21 75 45, 
www.doublecoffee.com. Fried or scrambled eggs, por-
ridge, omelettes and, of course, plenty of eye-opening 
coffee. Q Open 24hrs. AX
Charlestons Cappuccino Bar C-5, Blaumaņa 
38/40, tel. 67 77 05 72, www.charlestons.lv. Great 
omelettes, coffee and pastries every day. QOpen 08:00 
- 24:00, Sat, Sun 10:00 - 24:00. A
Osīriss C-4, Barona 31, tel. 67 24 30 02. Osiris 
specialises in omelettes but it also serves bacon and 
egg sandwiches, pancakes and even oatmeal. QOpen 
08:00 - 24:00, Sat, Sun 10:00 - 24:00. A

Breakfast
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Belgian
Bon Vivant I-2, Mārstaļu 8, tel. 67 22 65 85, www.
bon-vivant.lv. Solid wood furniture, a cosy atmosphere and 
assorted Benelux decorations aren’t the only things that 
make this place an authentic Belgian beer bar. A whole page 
of the menu is dedicated to steamed mussels, sausages 
are ordered by the half metre and tasty brews from the Low 
Countries are served in their proper glasses. The delicious 
cuisine isn’t cheap, but Europeans expect nothing less from 
Brussels. QOpen 11:00 - 24:00, Fri 11:00 - 01:00, Sat 12:00 
- 01:00, Sun 12:00 - 23:00. (6 - 12Ls). AX

Cafés
Emihla Gustava Shokolahde C-4, Marijas 13/VI (Berga 
bazārs), tel. 67 28 75 10. It might be best to leave the kids at 
home as the team of chocolatiers hard at work making delicious 
candy in the corner may be too much of a temptation for the 
little dears. Friendly staff are keen to offer useful suggestions 
from sinfully rich drinks to enjoy on the premises or chocolates 
to take away. QOpen 09:00 - 21:00, Sun 11:00 - 20:00. Also 
on I-3, Aspazijas 24. Open 09:00 - 23:00, Sun 11:00 - 23:00; 
and at most shopping centres. A

I love you H-2, Aldaru 9, tel. 67 22 53 04, www.iloveyou.
lv. Yes, it has one of the silliest names we’ve seen in a long 
time, but I love you also happens to be one of the most styl-
ish little cafés in Old Riga. Dark wooden chairs, plush blue 
couches, exposed brick walls and hardwood floors create 
a cosy atmosphere for cocktails or tasty salads and sand-
wiches. Two-course daily lunch specials can be had for 4.50Ls 
and a delicious Tērvetes beer will run you 2Ls. QOpen 10:00 
- 24:00, Fri 10:00 - 01:00, Sat 12:00 - 01:00, Sun 12:00 
- 24:00. (3 - 7Ls). ASW

John Lemon J-2, Peldu 21, tel. 67 22 66 47. If you’re 
looking for a hip eatery/bar serving pastas, a dozen or so 
wraps, pizza, breakfast served all day and even baked po-
tatoes with various toppings then pay a visit to John Lemon. 
Although a better beer selection would be welcome, most of 
the arty types that hang out here appreciate the wide variety 
of cocktails and exotic teas. In a nutshell, it’s unpretentious, 
inexpensive and definitely worth a try. QOpen 10:00 - 02:00, 
Sat 12:00 - 02:00, Sun 12:00 - 23:00. (3 - 5Ls). AX

Osīriss C-4, Barona 31, tel. 67 24 30 02. The first of 
opera director Andrejs Žagars’ many café ventures, and 
the only one to survive, Osiris found a successful recipe in 
the mid-1990s and stuck with it. Inexpensive breakfasts, 
sandwiches, international cuisine and a romantic ambience 
make this place a favourite of local big shots, politicians and 
intelligentsia so make a reservation for dinner. The only draw-
back is the horrible iron tables that were obviously created 
as torture devices for long legs. QOpen 08:00 - 24:00, Sat, 
Sun 10:00 - 24:00. (3 - 7Ls). A

Coffee & Cake
A.l.l. Cappuccino B-3, Antonijas 11, tel. 67 33 42 62. 
Different from your standard, everyday chain-style coffee shop, 
this tiny place has personality. There’s plenty of the brown 
stuff to go around, even decaf, as well as tea, hot cocoa and 
lots of soft drinks. Pastries and sandwiches are also available, 
but its main asset is its warm, cosy atmosphere. A full break-
fast and lunch menu, as well as a smoking cellar, are available 
at the much larger location on Barona. QOpen 08:00 - 23:00, 
Sat 09:00 - 23:00, Sun 10:00 - 23:00. AS

Coffee Nation C-4, Valdemāra 21, tel. 67 35 81 82. 
This trendy local chain of espresso bars once looked poised 
to conquer the city, with its fancy drinks, pastries and (gasp!) 
carry out cups. Perhaps its the fact that stronger competition 
has entered the arena, but the once mighty Nation seems 
to be on the decline. Great for snacks and coffee on the run 
though. QOpen 07:30 - 21:30, Sat 09:00 - 21:00, Sun 
10:00 - 21:00. Also at C-4, Blaumaņa 5; C-4, Dzirnavu 72. 
Open 08:00 - 22:00, Sat 09:00 - 22:00, Sun 10:00 - 22:00; 
and at the airport. A

Double Coffee I/J-2, Grēcinieku 11 (entrance from 
Kungu), tel. 67 22 31 63, www.doublecoffee.com. 
Double Coffee not only offers a smoking section, but also a 
huge selection of delicious Java, tea and real hot chocolate. 
Sandwiches, breakfast food and, of course, cocktails are all 
listed on the menu cleverly disguised as a glossy magazine. 
Unfortunately, you’ll have to light it up and smoke it to at-
tract the attention of the sullen wait staff, even if you’re the 
only customer there. QOpen 09:00 - 23:00, Fri, Sat 09:00 
- 01:00, Sun 10:00 - 23:00. Also on C-4, Tērbatas 5. Open 
24hrs; B-4, Stabu 15 (entrance from Brīvības); and other 
locations. AX

Franču maize (French Bread) H-1, Aldaru 11/3 (en-
trance from Trokšņu), www.francumaize.lv. This tiny café 
tucked away on Old Riga’s most charming street produces 
some of the city’s most delicious pastries. Order a marzipan 
chocolate, a piece of egg liquor cake or a slice of the best 
pecan pie we’ve had in a long time and wash it down with an 
affordably priced cappuccino or aromatic tea. Although the 
first room is nothing to brag about, the glass atrium in back 
offers a small coy pond and views of the ivy-covered walls of 
the surrounding medieval courtyard. QOpen 09:00 - 18:00, 
Sun 10:00 - 17:00.

NEW

Kūkotava C-4, Tērbatas 10/12, tel. 67 28 38 08, www.
gardi.lv. A sleek grey and beige interior where soothing jazz 
accompanies your cake, pastry, pie or chocolate might just 
be a good place to ease into your day. Enjoy a cup of tea or 
a cappuccino while watching staff in chef’s hats wield rolling 
pins and kneed dough behind the counter in the open-plan 
kitchen. Kūkotava (koo-ko-ta-va), or a place where cakes are 
baked and sold, also sports a cuckoo clock. Get it? QOpen 
08:00 - 20:00, Sat 10:00 - 18:00. Closed Sun.

Riga Black Magic I-2, Kaļķu 10, tel. 67 22 28 77, 
www.since1752.lv. If you’d like to discover the mysterious 
properties of Riga’s national drink, you’d have a hard time 
finding a better place to sip the black herbal liquor than at 
Riga Black Magic. Enjoy delicious cake, chocolates and other 
snacks with coffee, tea or one of its special cocktails includ-
ing the Black Mojito. The interior of wooden furniture and 
exposed brick walls evokes the 18th-century when Balzams 
was first concocted. Behind a bookcase are hidden stairs to 
the alchemist’s laboratory where you can watch a magic show 
every evening. QOpen 10:00 - 01:00. A

When considering the Soviet occupation of Latvia and 
other republics in the region, one is hard-pressed to find 
something positive, but we’ve found a single aspect. 
Close ties between far off lands lead to the discovery 
of Caucasian cuisine. One of the most beloved dishes 
is Eastern Europe’s answer to barbecue, the shashlik, 
which most Westerners know as the shish kebab. In 
short, if it’s beef, pork, lamb, fish or vegetables cooked 
on a skewer then it’s a shashlik.

Shashlik anyone?
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Central Asian
Kokanda B-5, Bruņinieku 12, tel. 67 31 34 61. Most 
Westerners can’t pronounce the grilled meat dishes and 
stews that are served here, so we won’t attempt to spell 
them. In short, the colourful pictures of mosques and exotic 
landscapes are beautiful and the food is tasty and inex-
pensive, so why not give it a whirl? Try the business lunch 
for under 4Ls. QOpen 11:00 - 23:00, Sun 12:00 - 22:00. 
(2 - 5Ls). A

Varzoba J-2, Peldu 21, tel. 67 22 41 80. A Google search 
reveals that Varzob is a town in Tajikistan, not far from the 
capital Dushanbe, and not much else. Odd then that many 
of the decorations here including a traditional costume and a 
painting of an abandoned ship in the sands of what used to 
be the Aral Sea seem to be Uzbek. In any event, this tiny café 
serves delicious Central Asian cuisine like lagman (tomato, 
noodle and lamb soup) with fresh non (bread) for cheap, not 
to mention draught Užavas beer. QOpen 12:00 - 22:00, Mon 
13:00 - 22:00, Sat 14:00 - 22:00. Closed Sun. (2 - 4Ls). A

Cheap & Quick
Bufete B-4, Valdemāra 34, tel. 67 27 34 04. For anyone 
who remembers the iconic diner Ai Karamba, this casual 
café/bar will come as a pleasant surprise. The simple menu 
consists of whatever’s written that day on the big black-
board hanging behind the bar. Generous servings of Latvian 
staples, Užavas beer and a wide selection of spirits are all 
available on the cheap and alternative music compliments 
the quirky interior that includes Latvian landscape paintings, 
orange bar stools and wooden tables topped with bottles 
of Heinz ketchup. QOpen 11:00 - 23:00. Closed Sat, Sun. 
(2 - 4Ls). A

Ņam Ņam H-1, Smilšu 1/3, tel. 67 22 51 97. Look for the 
sign with a cannibal pig in a chef’s hat cooking a pork chop in 
a pan to find this small cafeteria on Doma laukums. The food 
is simple and about what you would expect to get from your 
long lost Latvian grandmother (if you had one). Meatballs, 
sausages, sour kraut, creamy vegetable and meat salads 
and salmon on buttered bread are all available as well as 
Zelta on draught and plenty of Riga Black Balsam in dainty 
shot glasses which you can order until 04:00 at the weekend. 
QOpen 09:00 - 20:00, Fri 09:00 - 04:00, Sat 10:00 - 04:00, 
Sun 11:00 - 20:00. (3 - 5Ls). 

Pelmeņi XL I-2, Kaļķu 7, tel. 67 22 27 28, www.xlpel-
meni.lv. As the name suggests, it offers ‘extra large’ portions 
of chicken, vegetarian, pork, lamb or cheese pelmeņi (Russian 
ravioli) for ‘extra small’ prices. Also available are two kinds 
of soups and potato-based salads. Do as the locals do and 
wash it down with a beer or, if you haven’t had enough booze 
at 03:00, an XL shot of Moskovskaya vodka. QOpen 09:00 
- 04:00. Also at I-3, Audēju 16 (entrance from Vaļņu). Open 
10:00 - 22:00; D-4, Stacijas 2 (train station). (2Ls). S

Šefpavārs Vilhelms (Chef William) I-2, Šķūņu 6, tel. 
29 49 54 09. Help yourself to cheese, meat, potato, banana 
or plain pancakes, lash them with sour cream or a variety of 
jams and gobble them down seated between walls made to 
look like lumpy pancake batter. We wonder what weird incident 
prompted the management to put the ‘no shower’ and ‘no 
horses’ signs on the window. QOpen 09:00 - 22:00, Sat, 
Sun 10:00 - 22:00. (2 - 4Ls).
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Chinese
Honkonga B-4, Valdemāra 61, tel. 67 81 22 92, www.
honkonga.lv. Polite wait staff in embroidered silk shirts 
promptly serve generous portions of delicious Chinese 
dishes to their patrons among buddhas, dragons and hang-
ing lanterns. More exotic and slightly more expensive cuisine 
includes hot pots and platters of shark steak or stuffed lamb. 
If you’d like some extra spice with your lunch or dinner, add a 
spoonful of the orange hot oil left on each of its eight tables. 
QOpen 12:00 - 22:00. (5 - 7Ls). AS

Old Shanghai A-5, Valdemāra 123, tel. 67 37 23 37. Old 
Shanghai has broken away from the traditional décor of red 
lanterns and Chinese landscape paintings, choosing instead 
a modern grey, minimalist interior whose chief decoration is 
the cooked ducks hanging in the open-plan kitchen behind a 
glass partition. Try delicious dishes like shark soup, steamed 
scallops in garlic sauce or curry rolls, but be prepared to 
part with plenty of your hard-earned yuan. QOpen 11:00 
- 23:00. (8 - 12Ls). A

Panda B-4, Lāčplēša 13, tel. 22 13 82 18. The orange 
walls and the red lanterns that hang from the office tile ceiling 
are not what one would call stylish, but that doesn’t seem to 
be what the owners were shooting for. For once a local eatery 
has placed a greater emphasis on food than decorations. All of 
the usual Asian favourites are available like kung pao chicken, 
as well as spare ribs, chicken wings and prawn crackers. A wide 
variety of lunch specials that include soup, a main course and 
white rice can be had for under 4Ls from 11:00 - 15:00. QOpen 
10:00 - 21:30, Sat, Sun 11:00 - 22:00. (3 - 7Ls). S

Czech
Sveiks, Šveik! (Hello Švejk!) B-5, Stabu 23, tel. 67 31 
46 74. Not unlike the scores of other bars dedicated to Jaro-
slav Hašek’s classic character the Good Soldier Švejk that dot 
the Bohemian countryside, this one has a cosy atmosphere 
of solid oak tables and exposed brick walls, not to mention 
its most important feature - great beer. Užavas, Bauskas and 
Staropramen are on draught, cheap Baltic-Czech cuisine is on 
the menu and the pretty wait staff refuse to smile, just like in 
Prague! Live accordion music at the weekend. QOpen 11:00 
- 23:00, Sat, Sun 12:00 - 23:00. (3 - 5Ls). AE

Doughnut shops
NEW

Don Donulis B-5, Brīvības 89. Is America’s favourite 
breakfast food really becoming that popular in Riga? The 
city’s second doughnut shop to open offers lime green 
walls, hot pink plastic chairs and plenty of doughnuts, coffee, 
smoothies and even bagels, or so they claim (they weren’t 
available when we visited). There must have been a problem 
with the filling machine too, because some of the doughnuts 
were cut open and spread with various jams and jellies. 
QOpen 08:00 - 19:00.

Mārtiņa beķereja (Virtuļi) C-5, Čaka 54, www.
bekereja.lv. This popular chain of bakeries may have taken 
a risk opening Riga’s first doughnut shop. On the other hand, 
although Latvians publicly make fun of Americans and their 
obesity problems, privately they can’t get enough junk food 
from across the pond. The presence of two big display cases 
full of popcorn might be an unnecessary exaggeration of the 
Uncle Sam vision but the wide variety of delicious doughnuts, 
from chocolate and raspberry filled to glazed and cinnamon, 
is impressive. QOpen 08:00 - 20:00, Sat 09:00 - 20:00, 
Sun 09:00 - 19:00. S

English
Victory Pub 
I-2, Tirgoņu 10, tel. 29 22 83 10, www.victorypub.
lv. Roughly a dozen foreign and domestic beers including 
Guinness for 2.50Ls and Lāčplēsis for under 1Ls provide 
motivation enough to give this place a try. Although nominally 
English, most of the food served at Victory Pub is either Baltic 
or international in nature, even the English breakfast. Escape 
the dark red rooms in the smoking lounge that provides a flat 
screen TV, pool table, dartboard and a number of comfort-
able leather couches. QOpen 11:00 - 24:00, Fri, Sat 11:00 
- 06:00. (3 - 8Ls). ABXW

Fast food
Hesburger 
I-2, Šķūņu 3, tel. 67 22 16 22. It was only a matter of time 
before Finland’s most popular fast food chain headed south 
and reached Riga’s shores. Not surprisingly, its menu is not 
unlike that offered at the golden arches, still many Scandina-
vians contend that the burgers are bigger, better and juicier 
and we happen to agree. QOpen 10:00 - 22:00, Fri 10:00 
- 07:00, Sat 11:00 - 07:00, Sun 12:00 - 22:00. Also at D-4, 
Stacijas laukums 2 (Train station), tel. 67 07 31 99. Open 
08:00 - 22:30, Fri, Sat 08:00 - 24:00. (1 - 4Ls). AS

French
Cadets de Gascogne (Franču Maiznīca) G-2, Z.A. 
Meierovica bulv. 8 (Jēkaba arkāde), tel. 67 32 01 03, 
www.cadets.lv. Parlez-vous cholesterol? Expat Bernard 
Larane’s French bakery brings kilos of buttery pastries to 
Old Riga, including the closest thing to a Parisian pain au 
chocolat this side of the Baltic. Fresh bread, homemade 
pāté, quiches, strong coffee, and real orange juice also make 
this boulangerie a favourite retreat. QOpen 07:00 - 22:00. 
Also on C-5, Ģertrūdes 30, tel. 67 87 62 65. Open 08:00 
- 20:00. Closed Sun. 

German
Knaipe C-4/5, Blaumaņa 38/40 (in the courtyard), 
tel. 67 77 05 86, www.knaipe.lv. Once upon a time three 
Latvians met at a school in Münster, Germany and 20 years 
later they opened a real German kneipe, or pub, in Riga 
spelled Knaipe so the locals would pronounce it correctly. 
Drink delicious Paulaner helles or hefe-weizen brews on 
draught, eat imported Bratwurst, halbes Hähnchen (half a 
roasted chicken) or Schweine Haxe (pork leg) all served with 
a generous side of Pommes mit Mayo (fries with mayonnaise) 
of course. German wines are also available and you can take 
advantage of the large outdoor terrace in summer or watch 
a Bundesliga match inside when it gets cold. QOpen 12:00 
- 24:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 - 01:00. Closed Sun. (3 - 6Ls).

It’s no secret that Riga has received a lot 
of bad press in recent months regarding 
tourist scams at local bars and clubs. In 
response, the Latvian Hotel and Restau-
rant Association has devised a system to 
help Riga’s visitors choose safe, reliable 
cafés, pubs and clubs. In short, if you see the above symbol 
on the door or window of an establishment, it means that 
it’s been officially sanctioned by the association as a good 
place to spend your time and money.

Tourist-friendly symbol
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Indian
Indian Raja I-2, Vecpilsētas 3, tel. 67 22 16 17, www.
indianraja.lv. All dishes, like the tandoori and curry, are so 
veritably Indian, it’s almost overwhelming. This is hardly Baltic-
modified cuisine, which is why the bill won’t be small, but will 
reflect one of the best dining investments in the city. Although 
many of them have Indo European roots, most locals still shy 
away, which means you, expats and tourists, will have the 
peaceful interior all to yourself. Also serve Thai food. QOpen 
12:00 - 23:00. Also at I-2, Skārņu 7. (6 - 10Ls). AS

Indian Tikka House (Paddy Whelan’s) I-2, 
Grēcinieku 4, tel. 67 21 01 50, paddy@pub.lv, www.
pub.lv. Its location inside Riga’s landmark Irish pub may seem 
strange at first, but there might just be a spark of genius 
here. Who wouldn’t want to watch a football match with a cold 
beer and a chicken tikka masala with a side of freshly baked 
naan? Start with mouth-watering onion bhajias, pakoras and 
samosas and move on to classic Indian main dishes cooked 
in a real tandoor. QOpen 12:00 - 22:00, Fri, Sat, Sun 12:00 
- 23:00. (4 - 7Ls). AXS

International
4 Rooms I-2, Meistaru 23, tel. 67 22 56 87, www.4rooms.
lv. The European cuisine is tasty and predictably expensive 
given its location, but the best reason to come here is the 
interior design, which looks like it was ripped from the pages 
of Architectural Digest. The service can be excruciatingly slow, 
but the exposed medieval brick, ancient oak beams and original 
floor fragments under glass in this historic building will give you 
plenty to look at while you wait. QOpen 10:00 - 24:00, Fri, Sat 
10:00 - 02:00. (8 - 16Ls). A

A. Suns C-4, Elizabetes 83/85 (Berga bazārs), tel. 67 
28 84 18. A long-time favourite of expats and locals alike, 
The Dog’s dark red interior has been the backdrop for many 
a weekend revelry over the years, but lately one has to 
wonder if it isn’t time to give Old Yeller a rest. The service is 
painfully slow, the prices for average pub meals seem to be 
a bit steep and the music is loud and outdated. We like Dolly 
Parton as much as the next guy, but does her folksy voice 
belong in a supposedly hip and trendy bar? QOpen 10:00 
- 01:00, Fri 10:00 - 03:00, Sat 11:00 - 03:00, Sun 11:00 
- 01:00. (4 - 8Ls). A

Charlestons C-5, Blaumaņa 38/40, tel. 67 77 05 72, 
www.charlestons.lv. There’s something about Latvian-
Canadians and food in Riga. They’ve set up some of the 
most popular restaurants in town, as is the case with this 
establishment’s owner, Elmārs Tannis. With delicious dishes 
like real Caesar salad, Jack Daniel’s ribs, superb pasta and 
a mouth-watering assortment of different cheese cakes, 
Charlestons is good for impressing friends or treating yourself. 
Do not attempt to play the piano - it’s where they hide the 
cash. Must be a Canadian thing. QOpen 12:00 - 24:00. (6 
- 14Ls). ASW

C.U.T. 
C-4, Elizabetes 73 (Reval Hotel Elizabete), tel. 67 78 
55 77, www.revalhotels.com. This upmarket restaurant 
located on the ground floor of the Reval Hotel Elizabete 
specialises in grilled cuisine from tuna steaks and salmon to 
beef tenderloin imported from the South American pampas. 
You can also enjoy a light lunch of Thai spiced sea scallops or 
veal carpaccio in its fantastic open courtyard. A wide selection 
of new and old world wines is also available. QOpen 12:00 
- 24:00. (6 - 12Ls). AW
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Domini Canes I-2, Skārņu 18/20, tel. 22 31 41 22, 
www.dominicanes.lv. If you’re wondering about the odd 
Latin name, it probably refers to the Dominican monastery 
that operated next door in medieval times. Inside this historic 
house you’ll find a cosy candlelit restaurant decorated in warm 
beige and brown colours offering delicious international cuisine 
for astonishingly low prices. Indeed, with the exception of the 
6Ls steak or venison stew, all of the main courses can be 
had for under 5Ls. Breakfast food, pastas and a good wine 
list are also available. At night it becomes a cocktail bar and 
club. QOpen 08:00 - 24:00, Fri 08:00 - 02:00, Sat 10:00 
- 02:00, Sun 10:00 - 24:00. (4 - 6Ls). A

Esplanāde F-3, Elizabetes 55 (Reval Hotel Latvija), 
tel. 67 77 22 11, www.revalhotels.com. If you think that 
Esplanāde is just another hotel restaurant then guess again. 
The interior is neutral and can accommodate hundreds of 
tourists, but the cuisine it serves is simply fantastic. Start 
with the Italian antipasti platter and move on to delicious 
mains as diverse as baked sea bass and ostrich fillet in a 
pomegranate Shiraz sauce. A lunch and dinner buffet as well 
as a children’s game room are also available. QOpen 07:00 
- 23:00. (8 - 14Ls). TA

Fīlings (Feeling) H-1, Smilšu 1/3, tel. 67 22 51 90, 
www.fiilings.lv. Bowtie wearing maitre d’, Manhattan-priced 
steaks and live piano music - what more can you ask for? 
Really good food and great service, actually, which is just 
what you get in this relaxing restaurant on Doma laukums. 
As well as a top breakfast and business lunch spot, it’s also 
a good place to sample such Latvian favourites as blood 
sausage, lampreys and pork knuckle for decent prices. And 
later, if you’re ‘fīling’ frisky, the nightclub downstairs let’s you 
swing till the dawn breaks. QOpen 11:00 - 01:00, Thu 11:00 
- 04:00, Fri 11:00 - 06:00, Sat 12:00 - 06:00, Sun 12:00 
- 24:00. (5 - 15Ls). AE

Hanza Pub E-4, Elijas 7, tel. 67 79 60 40. This cosy cellar 
pub is decorated with old fishing nets, cloth made to look like 
sails and reproductions of antique maps and lithographs, all 
in keeping with the nautical Hanseatic League theme. Order 
international food from pastas and salads to steaks and even 
prawns next to exposed brick walls or, in the summer, on its 
terrace on a charming square with a wooden church at its 
centre. Also open for breakfast from 07:00 - 10:00. QOpen 
12:00 - 23:00. (4 - 6Ls). A

Hospitālis H-2, Tirgoņu 4, tel. 67 31 35 30, www.hos-
pitalis.lv. White tile walls, medicine cabinets with brown vials 
and tinctures, stainless steel bedpans and surgery lamps all 
create a surreal atmosphere at this bizarre restaurant owned 
by local doctors. The cuisine is expensive and a beer will set 
you back 3Ls, but patients are used to outrageous bills from 
doctors and the long-legged waitresses in nurses uniforms 
are a major consolation. A cheaper and quicker bistro called 
the Infirmary (Lazarete) is scheduled to open this autumn right 
next door. QOpen 11:00 - 23:00. (7 - 15Ls). A

K|I|D B-3, Pulkveža Brieža 2, tel. 20 22 24 24, www.
restaurantkid.lv. Its bright white walls, modern interior design, 
fresh flowers and hanging paintings make one feel as if they’re 
dining in a trendy art gallery. The wide variety of reasonably 
priced soups, salads, pastas and main courses are quite tasty, 
but the serving sizes could be bigger and at peak times table 
service is excruciatingly slow. If you’re in a hurry you might be 
better off hitting the 3.50Ls salad bar. A chill out room and 
terrace is also available upstairs. QOpen 08:00 - 23:00, 
Sat, Sun 10:00 - 23:00. Also at I-2, Grēcinieku 8. Open 09:00 
- 24:00, Sat, Sun 10:00 - 24:00; C-4, Tērbatas 41/43. Open 
08:00 - 21:00, Sat, Sun 10:00 - 21:00. (3 - 6Ls). A
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Lidojošā Varde (The Flying Frog) B-3, Elizabetes 31a, 
tel. 67 32 11 84, www.flying-frog.lv. The Frog has a fresh 
coat of paint, but it’s basically still the same expat hang out 
it’s always been. This three-roomed cellar is filled with more 
than just frogs - though there are lots of them, even in the 
bathrooms. Eat a big burger, chow on tasty chicken wings, or 
go healthy with grilled dishes and salads. Although Latvian 
beer is on draught you can also order a refreshing pint of 
Guinness. QOpen 10:00 - 24:00, Sat 11:00 - 24:00, Sun 
11:00 - 23:00. (4 - 8Ls). AX

Melnie Mūki I-2, Jāņa sēta 1, tel. 67 21 50 06, www.
carpediem.lv. Housed in the brick-walled remnants of a 
medieval cloister, the Black Monks is a favourite of the 
most particular and frugal gourmets in town. The one-time 
personal chef to the previous president has not only created 
an amazing menu of dishes from across the globe, he also 
explains the history of his best recipes and where he acquired 
them. Reservations essential. QOpen 12:00 - 24:00. (7 
- 15Ls). AEX

Neiburgs I-1, Jauniela 25/27, tel. 67 11 55 44, www.
neiburgshotel.com. One of Riga’s finest art nouveau build-
ings has finally been renovated and its ground floor is now 
home to a stylish restaurant offering both international and 
Latvian-style food for reasonable prices. Inside you’ll find grey 
walls covered by periodic art exhibitions, light parquet floors 
and spider-like chandeliers made from black reading lamps. 
Order salads, pasta, Australian steaks, Scottish salmon, local 
trout, huge turkey burgers or inexpensive lunch specials in 
a refined setting on a quiet Old Riga street. QOpen 12:00 
- 23:00. (4 - 7Ls). A

Pastnieks zvana divreiz B-3, Alberta 13. Located in 
the cellar of what is perhaps Riga’s prettiest Art Nouveau 
building, The Postman Rings Twice is a hip, casual café that 
looks like a cross between a library and a coffee shop. Enjoy 
huge mugs of coffee, a full menu of inexpensive international 
favourites, breakfast food served all day and excellent des-
serts like crepes with ice cream and maple syrup. QOpen 
08:00 - 23:00, Sat, Sun 10:00 - 23:00. (3 - 5Ls). AW

Raibais Balodis (Colourful Dove) I-2, Kalēju 9/11 
(Konventa sēta), tel. 67 08 75 80. Although the interior 
mainly consists of subtle beiges and blues, its designation as 
‘colourful’ comes in the form of a wide selection of fresh flowers 
scattered about the place. International cuisine from venison to 
vegetarian food can be had here and its seasonal specials, like 
pumpkin soup with duck meat, should not be missed. QOpen 
12:00 - 23:00. Closed Sun. (6 - 10Ls). A

Reykjavik C-2, Ķīpsalas 20 (Hotel Islande), tel. 67 60 
80 00. Its minimalist, Scandinavian-style interior of hardwood 
floors and subtle grey and white tones is only occasionally 
broken up by illuminated photographs of melting glaciers and 
rosy arctic sunsets. Icelandic cuisine is curiously absent from 
the international menu, but perhaps we should be thankful for 
small mercies. Order anything from healthy salads to grilled 
salmon. QOpen 12:00 - 22:00. (6 - 10Ls). A

Silts B-4, Dzirnavu 39, tel. 67 33 25 17. When one con-
siders its bright white and green interior, its friendly service 
and its sunny summer terrace, its name silts or warm is 
quite fitting. The reasonably priced menu offers a dozen or 
so salads, breakfast food served all day and a good choice 
of international dishes from classic Latvian pork chops to 
pasta, seafood and even vegetarian cuisine. Best of all, a 
half litre of Užavas beer will only run you 1.80Ls. QOpen 
09:00 - 24:00, Fri 09:00 - 02:00, Sat 11:00 - 02:00, Sun 
11:00 - 24:00. (3 - 6Ls). A

RC
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Irish
Paddy Whelan’s Irish Pub & Sports Bar I-2, 
Grēcinieku 4, tel. 67 21 01 50, www.pub.lv. Since 1995, 
Riga’s first Irish pub has been an expat favourite. With a wide 
variety of foreign and domestic beers on draught, a classic 
Hibernian interior and more flat screen TVs showing live sports 
than you can shake a shillelagh at, Paddy’s has loads to offer a 
thirsty football fan. In addition to its usual offering of pub grub, 
a new menu of authentic Indian cuisine has been added to its 
repertoire for those craving a delicious chicken tikka masala or 
maybe a samosa starter. QOpen 11:00 - 01:00, Fri, Sat 11:00 
- 03:00, Sun 11:00 - 24:00. (3 - 6Ls). AEXS

Italian
NEW
Concerto C-4, Barona 30, tel. 67 37 19 22. Although its 
first incarnation on Valdemāra didn’t last, a better location 
on Barona iela and lower prices just might give this refined 
restaurant the winning combination it’s looking for. Order sal-
ads, Italian-inspired cuisine and tasty thin-crust pizzas under 
elegant glass chandeliers in this stylish space decorated with 
the occasional black and white photo. QOpen 09:00 - 23:00, 
Sat 11:00 - 23:00, Sun 11:00 - 22:00. (4 - 8Ls). AX

Monterosso H-2, Vaļņu 9, tel. 67 50 71 70, www.
monterosso.lv. There are few better places to go for upmar-
ket Italian dining in Riga than Monterosso. Pass the bronze 
panthers by the stairs and admire the old world atmosphere 
of dark wood panelling and gilt ceilings. The thin-crust pizzas 
are among the best in the city and delicious mains like sea 
bass with fresh tomato salad or penne pasta with lobster 
and cream sauce won’t disappoint. You can also order vintage 
wines and aged cognac, armangac and single malt scotch. 
QOpen 12:00 - 24:00. (10 - 20Ls). A

Trattoria del Popolo I-2/3, Jāņa 6/8, tel. 67 35 05 59, 
www.delpopolo.lv. Have they lost their minds? A tastefully 
decorated restaurant serving homemade Italian pastas, 
salads, pizzas and main courses for shockingly low prices in 
an historic house in Old Riga of all places? And the friendly 
wait staff even offers you bread, olives and table water for 
free? You haven’t had too much grappa. You’ve just paid a 
visit to Trattoria del Popolo, a revolutionary dining concept in 
Riga. QOpen 11:00 - 23:00. (3 - 6Ls). A

Japanese
Kabuki C-4, Barona 14 (entrance from Elizabetes), tel. 
67 28 20 52. This trendy sushi bar and Japanese restaurant 
is so chic it could easily hold its own in San Francisco or New 
York. Sashimi, maki and nigiri sushi as well as hand rolls are all 
available as are rice noodle dishes, soups and main courses. 
The undecided can grab a seat in the back and pick up what-
ever catches their fancy as it passes by on the conveyor belt. 
QOpen 11:00 - 23:00, Sun 12:00 - 23:00. Also on I-3, Audēju 
14, tel. 67 35 96 63. Open 11:00 - 23:00. (6 - 12Ls). AS

Kebabs
Food Box B-3, Dzirnavu 31-1a, tel. 29 11 33 93. After 
years of searching for a great kebab in Riga, we’ve finally found 
one at Food Box. Even if you stripped away the large panoramic 
photo of what we’d guess is Istanbul, the Middle Eastern music 
and the decorative tiles, we would still come to this casual eat-
ery for the delicious yet inexpensive döner kebabs, falafel and 
exotic pide served by a young Turkish entrepreneur. QOpen 
11:30 - 20:00. Closed Sat, Sun. Also at C-4/5, Barona 31 (en-
trance from Lāčplēša). Open 11:30 - 20:30, Fri 11:30 - 05:00, 
Sat 12:30 - 19:00. Closed Sun. (2 - 4Ls). S

Korean
Soraksans 
H-1, Miesnieku 12, tel. 67 22 90 68, www.soraksans.
lv. Nealrly everything about this authentic restaurant, from 
its rustic interior decorated with traditional masks and paper 
lanterns to the delicious cuisine, is fantastic. Order the infa-
mous kim chi, guaranteed to put hairs on your chest, or one 
of the many savoury meat dishes served in sizzling skillets 
or red-hot ceramic pots. You can also throw caution to the 
wind and cook your own meal at the table. We recommend 
the posotgogipokom which tastes much better than it sounds. 
QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (4 - 8Ls). A

Latvian
With nearly 800 years of domination by a variety of foreign 
powers you’d think that Latvia would have an interesting 
and diverse culinary tradition. However, when one bears 
in mind that Poles, Swedes, Germans and Russians once 
ruled the roost, it’s no surprise that most local cuisine 
consists of pork, potatoes and sour kraut served with a 
generous sprinkling of dill.

Alus arsenāls 
H-1, Pils laukums 4 (entrance from Arsenāla), tel. 67 
32 26 75, www.alus-arsenals.lv. Once a cheap place 
for students to drink, the Beer Arsenal has gone upmarket. 
In addition to a menu of international dishes, this cavern-
ous cellar also boasts a great selection of classic Latvian 
cuisine like fried pigs’ ears and snouts with sour kraut and 
potatoes and a metre long sausage for the truly famished. 
Although the prices and clientele have changed, thankfully 
the beer selection is still quite good. QOpen 11:00 - 24:00. 
(4 - 9Ls). AX

Alus Ordenis 
H-3, Raiņa 15, tel. 67 81 41 90, www.kakis.lv. Although 
the food is a bit pricey for Latvian cuisine, the menu does offer 
some hard-to-find local dishes like cūku pupas (broad beans 
in butter sauce), fried herring, boiled pig’s feet and ‘bulls’ 
glands.’ All of the standard pork ribs, steaks and other artery 
clogging delicacies are also served in this charming brick 
cellar as well as tasty brews in big ceramic mugs. QOpen 
12:00 - 24:00, Fri 12:00 - 03:00, Sat 15:00 - 03:00, Sun 
15:00 - 24:00. (3 - 7Ls). AX

Alus Sēta 
I-2, Tirgoņu 6, tel. 67 22 24 31, www.lido.lv. The most 
central of the Lido peoples’ Latvian theme restaurants has 
a buffet where you order your chicken or pork shashlik and 
scoop up heaps of potatoes, Latvian grey peas, sour cream 
and salad. Unfortunately, the annoyingly long queues of 
hungry tourists have convinced its owners to raise its prices 
substantially. Have a delicious Užavas draught beer or home-
brewed LIDO ale while you wait. QOpen 11:00 - 23:00, Fri, 
Sat 11:00 - 24:00. (4 - 7Ls). XS

Buy anything from fresh seasonal produce and antiques 
to vintage clothing and Soviet memorabilia at the Berga 
Bazārs open market twice every month. You can also 
taste delicious organic food prepared by chefs from 
some of Riga’s best restaurants. Visit the bazaar from 
09:00 - 15:00 at Elizabetes 83/85 every second and 
fourth Saturday of the month.

Food & Curio bazaar
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Amber Way Tavern 
H-2, Torņa 4 (Jēkaba kazarmas), tel. 67 32 12 60, www.
sightseeing.lv. The cosy cellars of the Jacob’s Barracks are 
an ideal location for a place that caters to Riga’s visitors and 
the interior sports a generic folksy atmosphere of wooden 
tables, ceramic candelabras and ‘antique’ murals on the walls. 
Only traditional dishes and drinks are on offer and live folk 
music is also sometimes available in the evening. QOpen 
13:00 - 21:00. (4 - 7Ls). AE

Citi laiki 
C-4, Brīvības 41, tel. 67 24 05 92. Housed in an early 
19th-century wooden building, Different Times boasts a 
rustic interior decorated with antiques and, for some odd 
reason, the occasional Jack Daniels advertisement. Large 
servings of traditional Latvian meals, meaning lots of pork 
and potatoes, are brought to your table by friendly wait staff 
dressed in provocative linen outfits. Try the Lodiņa alus, a 
tasty, up-and-coming microbrew. QOpen 11:00 - 23:00. 
(3 - 6Ls). AE

LIDO atpūtas centrs (LIDO Recreation Centre) 
Krasta 76, tel. 67 50 44 20, www.ac.lido.lv. If Paul Bunyon 
built a log cabin in Latvia it would look like this! Mr. Ķirsons 
of the LIDO Empire has outdone himself with the biggest 
buffet of home cookin’ this country has ever seen. Enter the 
tremendous cellar and discover another restaurant with two 
bars which serve beer brewed on the premises. Weekends 
are family days with various activities for the kids including 
ice skating and there’s live singing and dancing every night 
from 19:00. Take bus N°12 from the train station directly or 
tram N°3, 7 or 9 to the ‘Atpūtas centrs LIDO’ stop and walk 
about 5 - 10 minutes in the direction of the huge windmill. 
QOpen 11:00 - 24:00. (3 - 5Ls). TES

More dining options at
riga.inyourpocket.com

RC

LIDO Spice Lielirbes 29 (Spice shopping centre), tel. 67 
60 92 02. As with most LIDO Latvian fast food restaurants, 
you have to see this one to believe it. All of the usual local 
foods are on offer as well as the ubiquitous faux ethnographic 
design elements, but walk behind the main cafeteria area and 
discover a children’s paradise. A nearly life-sized two-storey 
castle surrounded by an electric go-cart track is guaranteed 
to cure any child of ADD, if only for a few hours. QOpen 10:00 
- 22:00. (3 - 5Ls). S

Staburags C-5, Čaka 55, tel. 67 29 97 87, www.lido.lv. 
If there were such a thing as a Latvian heaven, this place would 
come a close second. Feast on huge portions of traditional 
Latvian food in an immense labyrinth of oak furnished rooms 
and niches and wash it down with some of the country’s 
best beer. In case you’re curious, the ceramic jugs on each 
table are for bones, not flowers. QOpen 12:00 - 24:00. (5 
- 10Ls). AEXS

Vērmanītis C-4, Elizabetes 65, tel. 67 28 62 89. A great 
place to eat a huge meal for cheap, this restaurant looks like 
medieval Europe and interwar Latvia collided and produced 
a unique space decorated with ethnic symbols, stone and 
stained glass. Bop about to local ‘umm-paa-paa’ music and 
help yourself to Baltic cuisine as well as salad and fruit bars 
on the ground floor and pizza and fast food in the cellar. Great 
views of the park. QOpen 08:00 - 22:00. (3 - 5Ls). S
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Medieval
Pie Kristapa Kunga B-4, Baznīcas 27/29, tel. 67 29 
48 99, www.piekristapa.lv. Legend has it that a medieval 
warrior named Kristaps travelled all over the continent and 
even the Holy Land returning to Riga with trophies and riches, 
not to mention recipes, which are now used in this restaurant, 
his former house. This modern fable serves as the backdrop 
for this huge monument to kitsch offering king-sized portions 
of Latvian, Russian, European and Caucasian cuisine. Patrons 
can also watch sports on the big screen TV in the ‘medieval’ 
cellar or smoke a hookah in the ‘middle east’ room. Order the 
trout and you can watch them catch it in the pond downstairs. 
QOpen 11:00 - 23:00. (5 - 10Ls). AEX

Rozengrāls I-2, Rozena 1, tel. 67 22 03 56, www.roz-
engrals.lv. If the giant wine casks on Old Riga’s narrowest 
street don’t get your attention, the people in funny costumes 
certainly will. The city’s only authentic medieval restaurant 
is already a hit with locals and tourists alike and with good 
reason. The candlelit cellar, already mentioned in ancient 
writings as early as 1293, was once used for special events 
by the town hall. Today it serves only food available hundreds 
of years ago, hence the absence of potatoes and tomatoes. 
Giant portions of delicious cuisine including pork, wild game 
and local fish are available as well as unique drinks that once 
graced the tables of both nobles and peasants. QOpen 
12:00 - 24:00. (10 - 15Ls). A

Mediterranean
Amphora B-4, Elizabetes 10b, tel. 67 33 81 91, www.
amphorarestaurant.lv. Step into the Amphora for a taste of 
the Mediterranean you won’t soon forget. Traditional Greek 
music sets the tone in three stylishly decorated rooms of 
this upmarket restaurant where the wait staff go out of their 
way to make you feel comfortable and the food is simply 
fantastic. Try grilled yellow-fin tuna or the sea salt-encrusted 
sea bass meant for two followed by baklava and kataifi for 
desert. An extensive wine list is also available. Q Open 
12:00 - 16:00; 18:00 - 23:00, Sat 18:00 - 23:00. Closed 
Sun. (8 - 12Ls). A

Pastarellia E-1, Mārupes 3, tel. 67 42 03 72, www.vai-
raksaules.lv. This small Mediterranean-style bistro located 
near the Āgenskalns Market is part of the Vairāk Saules chain 
of restaurants. The menu is similar to its other establishments 
but places a larger emphasis on pastas and vegetable dishes 
including an excellent salad bar. The staff is friendly and the 
whitewashed walls, tile floor and blue and white wooden 
furniture is the perfect antidote to a dreary, grey Riga day. 
Extras include a good selection of Italian wines and take away 
coffee. QOpen 10:00 - 22:00. (3 - 5Ls). AS

Mežaparks cafés
Šašliki Mangaļos Mores 22, tel. 67 39 52 57. The 
owners of this roadside tavern are so confident in the quality 
of their shashliks that they chose a remote location on the far 
end of the park. Order a huge skewer of meat and an Užavas 
draught and then choose your side dishes: chopped onions, 
tomatoes and chives and freshly baked Armenian bread. It’s 
that simple. Take tram N°11 to the Mežaparks stop and walk 
to the song festival grounds. Then walk northwest on Ostas 
prospekts to Mores.QOpen 08:00 - 20:00. (3 - 5Ls). 

Midnight munchies
Lauvas Nams B-5, Brīvības 82, tel. 67 31 26 61. Lo-
cated in the Lion House (there are lions all over the facade), 
this restaurant offers big, cheap meals in a funky, neon-il-
luminated interior. Choose from a large buffet which includes 
the ever-present shashlik as well as other meat cooked over 
a charcoal grill. Q Open 24hrs. (3 - 5Ls). AS

LIDO C-5, Ģertrūdes 54, tel. 67 28 93 96. The late-night 
grub joint of years past has been retired, and in its place has 
come a more polished 24-hour eatery, ą la the other LIDO 
establishments. The cafeteria feel is gone, which means that 
the club goers looking for breakfast Stroganoff will have to 
behave a bit better. Q Open 24hrs. S

Melnais Kaķis (Black Cat) H-2, Meistaru 10/12, 
tel. 67 21 10 21, www.kakis.lv. When all of Riga’s other 
bars shut their doors, people come here. Head down to the 
Black Cat for a late-night meal and a good selection of beer 
and cocktails. You can also try your hand at billiards, pinball, 
darts, air hockey, video games or the slot machines. QOpen 
08:00 - 07:00. (4 - 8Ls). AX

Pizza Lulū C-4, Blaumaņa 5a, tel. 80 00 58 58, www.
lulu.lv. Tasty New York-style pizzas by the slice or the pie can 
be had here in a small, cosy restaurant that looks a bit like 
an old-fashioned American malt shop. Ideal for pizza on the 
run: have a slice and a salad for lunch or satisfy your post-
pub cravings at any hour of the night. It also offers a 24-hour 
delivery service. QOpen 24hrs. AS

For reviews see index on p.75.
Bar .................................................................Pharmacy Bar
Breakfast .................................................................. Osīriss
Club ..........................................Club Essential or La Rocca 
Cocktails ......................Paldies Dievam piektdiena ir klāt 
Ethnic dining ........................................ Aragats or Gan Bei
Indian .................................................... Indian Tikka House
Latvian food ............................ Alus Ordenis or Staburags
Pub ............................................................................. Knaipe
Romance .......................................................... Melnie Mūki
Sports bar ..................................................Paddy Whelan’s
Upmarket dining.................................... Bergs Restaurant

Our favourites

Čili Pica Tel. 80 00 33 55, www.cili.lv. Charge: 1Ls 
within Riga. Nearly 50 pizzas as well as pastas and main 
courses from Latvia’s largest chain of pizzerias. QOpen 
10:00 - 01:00, Fri, Sat 10:00 - 06:00.
Gan Bei Tel. 67 22 52 25, www.ganbei.lv. Charge: 1 
- 3Ls. Delicious Asian food from the restaurants Gan Bei, 
Thali and Madžari. QOpen 10:00 - 22:00.
LIDO Tel. 67 22 13 18/67 21 73 32, www.lido.lv. 
Charge: 1.50 - 3.50Ls for delivery depending on location. 
LIDO provides a full Latvian menu of shashliks, gyros, 
meatballs and even pizza.QOpen 10:00 - 21:00.
Pizza Lulū Tel. 80 00 58 58, www.lulu.lv. Delivery 
free of charge. You can also order online at www.lulu.lv. Big 
New York-style pizzas and salads. Q Open 24hrs. A
Sushi Point Tel. 67 00 78 74, www.sushipoint.lv. 
Charge: 2 - 3Ls or free of charge for orders over 10 or 
15Ls, depending on location. Sushi delivered to your door 
from Kabuki. QOpen 10:00 - 23:00.
Vairāk Saules Tel. 80 00 90 80, www.vairaksaules.
lv. Charge: 2Ls within the centre, Old Riga and Pārdaugava. 
Order soups, salads, international dishes, Asian cuisine 
or thin crust pizzas to your door by phone, skype (vairak.
saules) or internet. QOpen 10:00 - 22:00.

Home delivery
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Pizza
Čili Pica I-3, 13. janvāra 8 (Stockmann), tel. 67 22 
01 89/80 00 33 55 (delivery), www.cili.lv. If nearly 50 
varieties of pizzas ranging in size from 20 - 50cm in diameter 
don’t impress you, perhaps the incredibly attentive wait staff 
will. Big servings of spare ribs, salads, pasta and soups are 
also available in this large space decorated with faux marble 
columns and other assorted Italian kitsch. QOpen 09:00 
- 23:00, Fri, Sat 09:00 - 24:00. Also on H-3, Brīvības bulv. 
26, tel. 67 22 35 04. Open 10:00 - 01:00, Fri, Sat 10:00 
- 06:00; B-4, Brīvības 76. Open 10:00 - 23:00. Closed Sun; 
H-3, Raiņa 15; I-3, Audēju 16 (Galerija Centrs); B-5, Matīsa 25 
(Bērnu pasaule). (3 - 5Ls). AS

Pizza Lulū C-4, Blaumaņa 5a, tel. 80 00 58 58, www.
lulu.lv. Tasty New York-style pizzas by the slice or the pie 
served in several popular restaurants or delivered home 
(order online at www.lulu.lv). The most central outlet on 
Blaumaņa is small and cosy, and looks a bit like a 1950s malt 
shop. Ideal for pizza on the run: have a slice and a salad for 
lunch or at 04:00 after a night of clubbing. Q Open 24hrs. 
Also on C-5, Ģertrūdes 27. Open 10:00 - 24:00, Fri, Sat 10:00 
- 02:00. (2 - 3Ls). AS

Vairāk Saules 
C-4, Dzirnavu 60, tel. 67 28 28 78/80 00 90 80, www.
vairaksaules.lv. The name means ‘more sun,’ but we prefer 
the title ‘more places like this please.’ Although the uniformed 
staff, colourful menus and interior design give this restau-
rant a slightly corporate chain feel, the service is genuinely 
friendly and the food, whether it be pizzas, pastas, seafood 
or vegetarian dishes, is fantastic. It also provides a kids’ play 
area for the little ones and a children’s menu. QOpen 09:00 
- 23:00. (3 - 7Ls). TAS

Russian
Slāvu Restorāns (Slavjanski) 
C-4, Blaumaņa 9, tel. 67 28 39 74, www.slavu.lv. 
Although the interior has a modern feel, there’s enough 
timber to satisfy the most nostalgic traktir (country tavern) 
enthusiast. Start with Russian tea accompanied by a poppy 
seed ring covered in jam and a glass of mors, a traditional 
cranberry drink. A multitude of delicious dishes are offered, 
but we recommend the grilled trout. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. 
(4 - 6Ls). A

Traktieris 
B-4, Antonijas 8, tel. 67 33 24 55. On the political stage, 
Russo - Latvian relations may not be what one would call 
warm, but this authentic restaurant is popular with Slavs and 
Balts alike. Each table is topped with an antique samovar, 
the wait staff wear traditional dress and the menu includes 
dishes from the entire breadth of Mother Russia. Cap it off 
with one of their flavoured vodkas. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. 
(4 - 8Ls). AE

Seafood
Gastronome C-4, Brīvības 31 (Reval Hotel Latvija), tel. 
67 77 23 91, www.mc2.lv. For years seafood lovers either 
had to endure outrageous prices at upmarket restaurants or 
had to leave the city centre to enjoy affordable food at Gastro-
nome. Thankfully, the latter has opened a stylish restaurant in 
the new addition of the Hotel Latvija that serves fresh oysters, 
tuna and swordfish steaks, scallops, lobster and many more 
of your favourite sea creatures. You can also buy fresh fish and 
other delicacies at its shop right next door. QOpen 11:00 
- 23:00, Sun 13:00 - 22:00.  (6 - 15Ls). A

Le Crabe I-1, Jauniela 24, tel. 67 21 24 16, www.lec-
rabe.lv. This upmarket restaurant located in a design hotel 
near Doma laukums has managed to poach a chef from one 
of the city’s best seafood restaurants. This no doubt explains 
the wide selection of delicacies like Mediterranean octopus 
carpaccio, king crab legs baked in butter and Dorado a la 
Niçoise. But even if you’re not into anything fishy you can 
order vegetarian cuisine and meat dishes such as rack of 
lamb. Unfortunately, all of these tasty treats will cost you 
dearly so bring your credit card or a boatful of cash. QOpen 
12:00 - 24:00. (10 - 15Ls). A

Soup
Tikai karotes (Only Spoons) C-4/5, Barona 31, 
tel. 67 32 66 15, www.karotes.lv. Not surprisingly, Only 
Spoons only serves soup. Order anything from goulash and 
borsch to tomato or meatball soup in this funky green and 
red cafeteria with giant teardrop lamps hanging from the 
ceiling. You can also try dessert soups, coffee, smoothies 
and non-alcoholic cocktails such as virgin mojitos and pina 
coladas. Unlike its sister bistros located in shopping malls, 
this one offers table service. QOpen 10:00 - 19:00. Closed 
Sat, Sun. Also at C-4, Stacijas laukums 2 (Origo). Open 10:00 
- 22:00. (3Ls). S

Spanish
El Primero H-2, Smilšu 6 (entrance from Aldaru), tel. 67 
32 36 64. The feverish strumming of a guitar might seem out 
of place on a cobble stone street in Riga’s medieval heart, 
but don’t worry it’s just live flamenco music emanating from 
the depths of this Spanish restaurant. Exotic dishes such as 
chestnut soup and chorizo croquettes are certainly appetis-
ing but we recommend the delicious Balearic squid stuffed 
with prawns and broccoli - a house speciality. QOpen 11:00 
- 23:00, Sun 12:00 - 23:00. (5 - 9Ls). AE

Steak houses
13 Krēsli (13 Chairs) H-1, Jauniela 11, tel. 67 21 34 
70. This tiny pub and steakhouse in the heart of Old Riga 
offers a warm, cosy atmosphere and is a good place for an 
intimate date or drinks with friends. The steaks are tasty, but 
aren’t exactly big and bloody like an American would expect 
them to be. In the summer its 13 chairs expand exponentially 
on Dome Square. QOpen 11:00 - 24:00. (5 - 8Ls). A

Steak House Dome H-1, Smilšu 2, tel. 67 32 00 37, 
www.steakhousedome.lv. You can order a salad, oysters or 
even the duck breast, but let’s face it: this is a steakhouse. Try 
the delicious steak sandwich with horseradish and Bernaise 
sauce, tuck into a big sirloin or just splurge on the huge steak 
served on an oak tray for 12.95Ls. The staff could smile a little 
more, but all in all the service is excellent and the location in 
a beautiful art nouveau building by Dome Square is perfect. 
QOpen 11:30 - 01:00. (5 - 10Ls). A

DR Centrs C-4, Elizabetes 75, tel. 67 28 13 24. 
Eight computers at 1.20Ls/hour as well as coffee, beer, 
wine and liquor! Not many gamers either. QOpen 09:30 
- 22:00, Sat, Sun 10:00 - 21:00. A

Interneta bārs C-4, Arhitektu 1, tel. 67 22 21 
03. Over a dozen computers in a dimly lit cellar near the 
University. 0.50Ls/hour. Q Open 24hrs.

Internet cafés
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Steiku Haoss (Steak Chaos) H-2, Meistaru 25, tel. 67 
22 24 19, www.steikuhaoss.lv. Europeans often make fun 
of Americans but for some reason they just can’t get enough 
of their ‘culture.’ If you like thick, juicy steaks with giant Idaho 
baked potatoes, wait staff in cowboy hats and boots and the 
occasional line dance, then walk through the swinging saloon 
doors and get ready for a feast. The servings are impressive, 
but bear in mind that the prices are also Texas-sized. QOpen 
12:00 - 24:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 - 01:00.  (10 - 15Ls). AE

Zilā govs (The Blue Cow) H-2, Meistaru 21, tel. 67 
22 33 07, www.zila-govs.lv. Named after a particular 
breed of Latvian cow, this huge restaurant housed in one 
of Old Riga’s most charming medieval buildings specialises, 
not surprisingly, in a variety of different steaks that are aged 
25 - 40 days in a special meat locker. You can also order 
swordfish or tuna steaks as well as nouvelle Latvian cuisine 
like pork fillet marinated in quince juice fried in hemp butter 
with spinach and pearl-barley risotto. Although impossible to 
miss, just look for the blue cow perched above the doorway. 
QOpen 11:00 - 24:00. (8 - 18Ls). A

Teatime
Amelie H-2, Zirgu 7, tel. 67 21 29 02. This cosy little 
teashop offers dozens of varieties of tea stored in glass 
mason jars behind the counter in a charming rustic interior. 
There’s only one table on the ground floor, but if you take the 
spiral staircase to top there’s another room with plenty of 
ambience and views of the nearby square. A small selection 
of homemade cakes, pies and cookies are also available as 
well as iced coffee and tea in the summer. Wine and whiskey 
are also on the menu. QOpen 10:00 - 22:00, Sat 12:00 
- 19:00. Closed Sun. A

Apsara I-2, Skārņu 22, tel. 67 22 31 60. Lovers of im-
ported dried leaves can enjoy a wide selection of teas from 
Asia in a pleasant and relaxing atmosphere. Visit the outlet 
on Skārņu for a mix of medieval and oriental decorations or try 
the one in the Vērmanes Garden and sit on huge oriental-style 
pillows in a tiny wooden house. Rumour has it that the second 
floor has become a love shack of sorts for amorous couples in 
the evenings. No coffee. QOpen 12:00 - 22:00. C-4, Tērbatas 
2 (entrance from Elizabetes), tel. 67 21 24 36; D-4, Barona 
2a, tel. 67 22 77 10. Open 10:00 - 23:00. A

Goija B-3, Strēlnieku 1a, tel. 67 33 33 70. If you’re a fan 
of Chinese tea, North African architecture, Middle Eastern 
sweets and have about an hour to spare then look no further 
than this cosy tea room whose colourful interior has been 
imported almost entirely from Morocco. The process takes 
a long time, but you can play Jenga, chess and other board 
games or smoke a hookah in the back room that resembles 
a 19th-century opium den. Dozens of tea specimens can be 
examined at the counter. QOpen 14:00 - 24:00. A

Zen B-4, Stabu 6, tel. 67 31 65 21. If you feel a cold 
coming on, and have an hour to spare, the exotic Chinese tea 
may help cure you. As will the mellow time immersed among 
pillows, lanterns, candles and other peace-seeking patrons. 
This is not the place to stop in for a quick cup — the complex 
brewing process is performed in front of you, and takes at 
least 20 minutes. For those who want something stronger 
than tea, water pipes are available for 6 - 10Ls. QOpen 
14:00 - 02:00. A

Dozens more restaurants at
riga.inyourpocket.com
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Tex-Mex
Klondaika C-4, Dzirnavu 59, tel. 67 24 03 66, www.
klondaika.lv. The designer of this kitschy place has seen one 
too many westerns, but we love it just the same. Head down 
to the slot machine hall optimistically labelled the gold mine 
(zelta raktuves), go up one level to the saloon-style restaurant 
or down to the bar that only closes for two hours each morning. 
The Tex-Mex food is a few degrees shy of authentic, but its 
tasty, and relatively cheap. QOpen 12:00 - 24:00, Fri 12:00 
- 02:00. Bar open 09:00 - 07:00. (3 - 6Ls). PAXW

Tequila Boom H-1, Mazā Pils 11, tel. 67 22 70 06. We’ve 
had enough experience with Mexico’s national hooch to stay 
away from it, but if you’re looking for the shortcut to Drunkville 
then try dozens of different tequilas and even mezcal at this 
cosy Tex-Mex bar. Highest marks go to the fajitas whose 
marinated beef is prepared just right, but the presence of 
pineapple in the burritos is a definite no-no.QOpen 11:00 
- 01:00, Fri 11:00 - 04:00, Sat 13:00 - 02:00, Sun 13:00 
- 24:00. (4 - 6Ls). AX

Tequila Boom II I-2, Mārstaļu 6, tel. 67 22 21 22. Bright 
Latin colours and a huge, shady terrace in the courtyard are 
major draws for the second Tequila Boom Tex-Mex style bar. 
Although the pricey burritos and fajitas are a few sweets 
short of a piñata, they are tasty and the bar’s selection of 
the Mexican national drink is the best you’ll find in Riga. Order 
tequila by the shot, metre or platter… if you dare. QOpen 
11:00 - 01:00, Fri 11:00 - 04:00, Sat 13:00 - 02:00, Sun 
13:00 - 24:00. (4 - 8Ls). A

Ukrainian
Dņipro F-2, Alunāna 6, tel. 67 22 28 58. Not unlike the 
Orange revolution that pointed Ukraine in a westward direction, 
this once Soviet-style restaurant was closed for business for a 
month only to emerge from its aging cocoon a bright, inviting 
café. The waitresses wear traditional shirts, the old tables and 
chairs have been replaced by ornately carved furniture and the 
tasty, authentic food is just as cheap as it used to be. QOpen 
10:00 - 21:00, Sat, Sun 12:00 - 20:00. (2 - 4Ls). AX

Upmarket
Avalon J-3, Kalēju 70/72, tel. 67 16 99 99. Take a seat 
on one of the comfortable red benches in this hotel restaurant 
tucked away to the left of the immense eight-storey atrium 
and enjoy upmarket international cuisine and views of the 
tops of the Central Market’s cavernous pavilions. Try the 
pan-fried scallops with cucumber caviar and vanilla sauce or 
the Guinness marinated lamb’s rump with potatoes rosti and 
Jerusalem artichokes. Business lunch also available. QOpen 
07:00 - 23:30. (12Ls). A

Bel Ami D-4, Raiņa 33, tel. 67 06 34 00, www.nordi-
chotels.eu. Located on the ground floor of a luxurious hotel 
next to the Riga Canal, Bel Ami serves new takes on classic 
dishes and isn’t afraid to experiment with local ingredients like 
crab broth with Baltic Sea fish and thyme brioche. Delicious 
dishes like saddle of lamb in truffle sauce are also worth a 
try as well as some vegetarian options like spring vegetable 
tempura with green garlic risotto. Breakfast is also available 
07:00 - 10:00, Sat, Sun 07:00 - 11:00. QOpen 15:00 
- 23:00. Closed Mon, Sun. (12 - 18Ls). A

Bergs Restaurant C-4, Elizabetes 83/85 (Berga 
bazārs), tel. 67 77 09 57, www.hotelbergs.lv. Pos-
sibly the best restaurant in Riga, Bergs never disappoints. 
With an interior design that looks like it’s ripped out of the 
pages of Architectural Digest and an ever-changing menu of 
international fusion cuisine that will satisfy even the most 
demanding palates, it’s guaranteed to make your lunch or 
dinner a memorable one. Try the rack of dry-aged lamb with 
buckwheat dumplings, sautéed vegetables and blackcurrant 
rosemary red wine sauce prepared by an award-winning chef. 
Breakfast is available daily 07:30 - 11:00. QOpen 12:00 
- 23:00. Closed Sun. (12 - 18Ls). AW

Carpe Diem 
H-2, Meistaru 10/12, tel. 67 22 84 88, www.carpediem.
lv. If you’re looking to splurge on yourself, then seize the day 
at what may be one the best restaurants in Riga. Although it 
fancies itself a jazz club in the evening, most musicians would 
be intimidated by the elegant surroundings, which include 
what appears to be a very expensive crystal chandelier. Pam-
per your palate with a wide variety of delicious international 
cuisine and listen to live music each night 19:00 - 22:00. 
QOpen 12:00 - 24:00. (6 - 12Ls). AE

Columbine I-3, Aspazijas bulv. 36/38 (Metropole), 
tel. 67 22 54 11, www.metropole.lv. The oldest con-
tinuously running hotel in Riga is also home to Columbine, 
an upmarket restaurant with old world elegance. Expect 
hanging chandeliers, crisp, white tablecloths and a fresh 
flower on every table. Although delicious dishes such as pan 
fried scallops, veal medallions and venison fillet are hard to 
pass up, you might consider its small Scandinavian menu 
with Swedish meatballs, shrimp salad sandwiches and pytt 
i panna. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. Bar open 11:00 - 01:00. 
(10 - 15Ls). AE

Fabrikas restorāns 
B-2, Balasta dambis 70, tel. 67 87 38 04, www.car-
pediem.lv. Amid cobble stone streets and restored 19th-
century houses and factories you’ll find this chic restaurant 
run by the same people who brought you that staple of fine 
dining, Melnie Mūki. The menu is excellent and were it not for 
the spectacular views of the harbour and Old Riga’s spires, 
one might think they’ve stumbled into a quaint Scandinavian 
fishing village. Patrons often arrive here in Italian sports cars 
or in yachts which can moor at its floating summer terrace. 
QOpen 11:00 - 24:00. (8 - 18Ls). A

RC

Café An Noor I-3, Kalēju 52. This tranquil Old Riga 
café decorated with kilims, blankets and colour photos 
of snow covered mountain passes and rice paddies 
is Riga’s first establishment to specialise in Islamic 
halal food. Order vegetarian Pakistani pilaf, Azeri meat 
dumpling soup and other exotic cuisine for shockingly low 
prices, but bear in mind that you’ll have to forgo alcohol 
and pork here. Sip eastern teas and coffee instead or 
perhaps a glass of table spring water gratis. QOpen 
12:00 - 22:00. (2 - 3Ls). P

Habibi I-2, Peldu 24, tel. 67 22 85 51, www.kaljan-
kafe-habibi.lv. Laid-back decadence at its best. Kick 
back on comfy Middle Eastern-style sofas and pillows, 
smoke from an authentic hookah and watch gorgeous 
belly dancers do their thing in the evenings. The pipe 
will set you back several hard-earned lats, but who said 
decadence comes cheap? Oh yes, they also serve food 
and drinks, but be warned that the tempting nuts and 
sweets on each table cost extra. QOpen 14:00 - 24:00. 
Also on B/C-4, Ģertrūdes 14, tel. 67 29 01 55. Open 
13:00 - 24:00, Sun 14:00 - 24:00. (5 - 8Ls). BX

Middle Eastern
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La Boheme F-2, Alunāna 2a, tel. 67 32 19 38, www.
laboheme.lv. La Boheme has a little something for everyone. 
To the left is a trendy brasserie and cocktail lounge serving 
light food like salads, soups and pastas for affordable prices 
and to the right is an elegant upmarket restaurant offering 
delicious international cuisine like Classic Charolais entrecôte 
steak au poivre in veal stock sauce. Although the wine selec-
tion is commendable, it’s refreshing to see that beer drinkers 
haven’t been forgotten. The hoppy Tērvetes brew is available. 
QOpen 12:00 - 23:00, Sat 18:00 - 23:00. Closed Sun. (5 
- 8Ls; 12 - 17Ls). A

Otto Schwarz H-2, Kaļķu 28, tel. 67 08 76 23. If you’re 
fabulously wealthy or a visiting head of state and you’re 
desperate for a fantastic view of the Freedom Monument, 
then the elegant, wood-panelled Otto Schwarz situated atop 
Hotel de Rome might just be the place for you. It also boasts 
one of the city’s best wine collections and patrons can enjoy 
live piano music every Friday and Saturday evening. Business 
lunches and a breakfast buffet are also available. QOpen 
07:00 - 23:00. (15 - 20Ls). AE

Piramīda G-3, Reimersa 1 (Reval Hotel Rīdzene), tel. 
67 32 44 33, www.revalhotels.com. This elegant restau-
rant housed in a glass pyramid has been dubbed the ‘little 
Louvre’ by the local press. Its impressive international menu 
is guaranteed to satisfy even the most demanding gourmet. 
Breakfast buffet from 07:00 - 11:00 for 9Ls; two- and three-
course business lunch weekdays from 12:00 - 16:00 for 7 
- 9Ls. QOpen 07:00 - 23:00. (10 - 15Ls). A

Vegetarian
Kamala I-1, Jauniela 14, tel. 67 21 13 32, www.kamala.
lv. This vegetarian restaurant offers a bright minimalist interior 
decorated with colourful oriental throw pillows and repeated 
representations of an elephant deity (we’re guessing Ganesh). 
You can order vegetarian dishes like tofu steaks, salads and 
fried cheese or try exotic Indian-style cuisine prepared accord-
ing to Ayurvedic principles. However, being health conscious 
comes at a cost as even soups and starters hover around 
the 5Ls mark. A selection of wine and tea is also available 
and even seafood for non-believers. QOpen 12:00 - 22:00. 
(5 - 10Ls). A

Rāma 
C-5, Barona 56, tel. 67 27 24 90. This place is popular 
among young people, the thrifty, those seeking enlightenment 
and, of course, vegetarians because it’s one of the cheapest 
places to fill your belly in Riga and owned by the Krishnas. The 
rice, cabbage and tofu dishes, often seasoned with curry, chilli 
and saffron, range in taste from bland to delicious. Proceeds 
from the restaurant go to feed the poor, so eat plenty, eat 
often and help support two great causes - the homeless 
and your wallet. QOpen 10:00 - 19:00, Sat 11:00 - 17:00. 
Closed Sun. (2 - 4Ls).

You can expect most menus at Old Riga restaurants to 
list dishes in Latvian, Russian and English. Some are 
guaranteed to amuse you with their attempts at English. 
Favourites include ‘boiled cancer,’ an unfortunate refer-
ence to the zodiac instead of a crustacean, and ‘house 
made carbonate’ which is actually meant to be a pork 
chop and not something that an al Qaeda operative 
would make in his basement.

Menus

RC
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From standard bars to more mature music clubs and 
raging discos, Riga has no problem providing nightlife. It’s 
just a matter of being able to choose where to lose your 
money, and your sleep. The town is small enough to cover 
on foot, though as the night gets longer, so does the dis-
tance between places. Here then is the pick of the bunch.

Bars
Barselona E-3, Mūkusalas 41, tel. 26 30 26 73. Not 
as rough and tumble as its other venue next to the football 
stadium, this Barcelona has a tan and orange interior with 
matching suede couches at each table as well as views of 
the river just across the street. Order relatively cheap beer 
and cocktails or soups, salads and mains from steaks and 
seafood to pasta and kebabs. Take the wooden stairs to 
the smoking lounge that offers another dozen tables and flat 
screen TVs. QOpen 10:00 - 22:00, Sat, Sun 11:00 - 21:00. 
(3 - 7Ls). AX

Gauja B-5, Tērbatas 56, tel. 67 27 56 62. Step into a 
Latvian apartment circa 1970. Elvis records crackle on the 
Hi-Fi while a bohemian bartender grabs liquor bottles from 
what appears to be someone’s grandmother’s china cabinet. 
The furniture is also retro as are the Soviet style beer mugs 
and the antique magazines and books. Try a milky Brenguļu 
brew out on the sidewalk or grab a stool and knock back a 
cheap vodka shot. In keeping with the communal living theme, 
space is limited. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. 

NEW

Greenwood I-1, Krāmu 3 (entrance from Jauniela), tel. 
26 43 83 18, www.greenwood.lv. This late night bar doesn’t 
bother to open before 21:00 and isn’t open at all on Sundays, 
Mondays or Tuesdays, but if you’re looking for an affordable 
cocktail or a 1.50Ls mug of Lāčplēsis on a Friday night, you 
could do worse than this laid back boozer near Doma laukums. 
At the weekend live bands also entertain a crowd of youngish 
hipsters and arty types on the dance floor, on second-hand 
leather couches and at the long bar. Did we mention that the 
walls are painted green? QOpen Wed, Thu 21:00 - 24:00, Fri, 
Sat 21:00 - 08:00. Closed Mon, Tue, Sun. E

La Belle Époque I-2, Mazā Jaunavu 8 (entrance from 
Mazā Monētu), tel. 67 21 22 80. An unusual mix of teen-
age boys and girls and curious foreigners congregate in this 
cellar bar to take advantage of the incredibly cheap beer on 
draught. Although it often looks like a mix between a high 
school dance and an all-night rave with scant lighting and 
lots of bodily contact, the barmen/chaperones encourage 
mingling with shots of Absinthe and other hard alcohol. 
QOpen 17:00 - 03:00. Closed Sun.

Leningrad I-3, Kalēju 54, tel. 29 91 50 49, www.lenin-
grad.lv. After nearly two decades of runaway capitalism and 
an economy that has imploded, some Latvians are looking 
back to the past. A bar with a retro Soviet interior of assorted 
communist relics and even period furniture is as good a place 
as any to enjoy a drink. The beer might not be as cheap as it 
was in Gorbachev’s time, but for Old Riga the local Brengulis 
and Czech Kozel are certainly affordable. QOpen 12:00 
- 24:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 - 02:00. 

Lobby Bar F-3, Elizabetes 55 (Reval Hotel Latvija), 
tel. 67 77 22 22, www.revalhotels.com. What traveller 
hasn’t spent a little time at a lobby bar out of sheer neces-
sity? Unlike most reception area lounges, the Reval’s offers 
cutting edge design, an impressive variety of cocktails and an 
excellent menu that offers everything from a Nicoise salad or a 
Mediterranean tapas platter to big burgers and the best club 
sandwich in the city. You’ll pay more for a beer than at most 
other places in town, but style and comfort don’t come cheap 
in Riga. QOpen 09:00 - 24:00, Fri 10:00 - 01:00. A

Orange Bar I-2, Jāņa sēta 5, tel. 67 22 84 23, www.
orangebar.lv. Yes, the bar really is orange. This tiny watering 
hole gets packed on weekends so get here early if want to sit 
down. Alternatively, you could join the beautiful patrons danc-
ing on tables, the bar, and anything else they can find to climb 
upon, champagne bottles in hand. The Bohemian atmosphere 
attracts the young, the crazy and even a few old-timers like 
us who come for the best alternative music in town. QOpen 
12:00 - 24:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 - 02:00. A

Pablo Tapas Bar B-5, Tērbatas 54, tel. 67 27 91 83. 
This relaxed neighbourhood bar had grand ambitions to be 
a Spanish-style pub which is why it’s still decorated with 
Spanish newspapers, bullfighting posters and, of course, the 
name Pablo Tapas Bar. It appears that the competition from 
other local bars was too stiff so it has largely abandoned 
the theme. You can however enjoy cheap mugs of Tērvetes 
and Kozel brews, plenty of affordable Latvian dishes and a 
terrace in the summer. QOpen 10:00 - 23:00, Sat, Sun 
12:00 - 23:00. A

D’vine C-4, Elizabetes 55 (Reval Hotel Latvija), tel. 
67 77 22 17, www.revalhotels.com. Banish all images 
of typical wine bars where scruffy men sit and smoke at 
wooden tables stained with the ghosts of drinks past. 
Sleek, modern D’vine is located on the second floor of 
the new glass and cutting-edge metal arrow jutting out 
of the Reval Hotel Latvija. Snack on Mediterranean tapas 
and salads while you sip a wide variety of wine and spirits 
by the glass, half-bottle or bottle. QOpen 12:00 - 24:00, 
Fri, Sat 12:00 - 01:00. Closed Sun. A

Vīna Studija B-3, Elizabetes 10, tel. 67 28 32 
05, www.vinastudija.lv. Enjoy a reasonably priced 
glass, carafe or bottle of wine in this refined, yet relaxed 
establishment in Riga’s art nouveau district. If you can’t 
make up your mind, choose one of the specials on the 
board, ask one of the knowledgeable staff or trust in 
the judgement of leading wine critics, whose ratings 
are published in the menu. Local and world press is 
also available as well as Mediterranean tapas and for 
a surcharge of 4Ls you can buy a bottle at its adjoining 
shop and drink it in the bar. Q Bar open 12:00 - 24:00; 
shop open 10:00 - 22:00. AS

Wine bars

Latvian law compels all gamblers to register at each 
casino they visit, so bring a passport or valid ID.

Aladins C-4, Dzirnavu 57, tel. 29 29 60 60. QOpen 
12:00 - 06:00. A
Olympic Voodoo Casino C-4, Brīvības 31 (en-
trance from Dzirnavu), tel. 67 82 87 77, www.
olympic-casino.com. Located in the new wing of the 
Hotel Latvija, its supposedly the biggest casino in the 
Baltics. Q Open 24hrs. AKX
Tobago Casino Club H-3, Aspazijas 22 (entrance 
from Vaļņu), tel. 67 22 32 22, www.tobago.lv. Ahoy 
gamblers! Staff dressed in pirate garb man the tables. 
Q Open 24hrs. AX

Casinos & Gaming halls
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Pharmacy Bar (Krogs Aptieka) H-1, Mazā Miesnieku 
1. After presiding over a staple of the Washington DC nightlife 
scene for several years, American-Latvian Kristaps Krēsliņš 
has decided to open yet another Pharmacy Bar, but this time 
in the Latvian capital. Medieval brick walls, medicinal tinctures 
and scales, tables embedded with capsules and pills and 
painted silhouettes of old-fashioned bottles on two floors are 
a clever combination of old and new and the perfect backdrop 
for a night of cocktails and beers. The bar also provides a 
smoking courtyard and a jukebox that offers anything from 
Johnny Cash and Bob Marley to the Pixies and Rammstein. 
QOpen 17:00 - 01:00, Fri, Sat 17:00 - 05:00. AX

Pieci Vilki (Five Wolves) B-4, Stabu 6, tel. 67 29 95 
55. Owned by a prominent member of a local motorcycle club, 
Five Wolves is sometimes frequented by local neighbourhood 
types sipping beers and at other times by hard-looking, hard-
drinking leather-clad men with beards. The menu offers a bit of 
everything including fried eggs and bacon served on red-hot 
cast iron pans, chicken wings in extra large sizes and steak 
served just right. Shot takers shouldn’t pass up the vodka 
bottle served in a block of ice. QOpen 10:30 - 24:00, Sat, 
Sun 13:00 - 24:00. A

Rīgas Balzams H-2, Torņa 4 (Jēkaba kazarmas), tel. 
67 21 44 94, www.balzamabars.lv. Frequented by day 
by embassy staff who work in the Jacob’s Barracks, this 
bar/restaurant provides a warm, intimate setting a few steep 
steps from the old city wall. Named after the national drink of 
Latvia, Balzams offers far more than just potent elixirs. The 
atmosphere is convivial in the evenings, with well-heeled 
locals having a good time with cocktails made from the bitter 
black herbal liquor which is actually better than it sounds when 
mixed with something else. QOpen 10:00 - 24:00, Thu, Fri 
10:00 - 01:00, Sat 11:00 - 01:00, Sun 11:00 - 24:00. A

Rocabilly (Free Hawks Club) B-4, Baznīcas 33, 
tel. 29 48 98 98. Owned by a local motorcycle club, this 
dark cellar bar seems an unlikely addition to this charming 
cobblestone square with a neo-Gothic church at its centre. 
Enjoy a good selection of Latvian and Czech beer or order 
an inexpensive meal of pasta, pancakes or pork chops while 
trying to look tough among muscled, tattooed men wearing 
leather gear. The massive WWII-era machine gun hanging from 
rusty chains above the bar appears to be loaded so don’t 
mention the misspelling of ‘rockabilly’ if you know what’s good 
for you. QOpen 17:00 - 01:00. (5Ls). W

Rock ‘n’ Riga 
J-2, 13.janvāra 33. Rock music has a new home on the edge 
of Old Riga. Rock ‘n’ Riga offers a worn interior of rusty lamps, 
a central wooden bar and exposed brick walls festooned with 
old signs, guitars and a giant mural of rock gods Morrison, 
Hendrix, Kiss, ACDC, Ozzy and many more legends both living 
and dead. The beer selection, including the up-and-coming 
Valmiermuiža microbrew, is excellent, albeit pricey (2.50Ls!), 
and you can order decent pub grub like chicken wings, Caesar 
salads and burgers, as well as a few upmarket mains like 
steaks and even duck. A cheap lunch special is also available. 
QOpen 12:00 - 24:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 - 02:00.

Teātra bārs C-4, Lāčplēša 26, tel. 67 28 26 62, www.
teatrabars.lv. Once upon a time you could barely make out 
the actors and arty types through the haze of smoke that 
enveloped the Theatre Bar. Now you can watch them fidget 
with their watches or spectacles jonesing for a sweet hit of 
nicotine inside or puffing away on the street. Despite the 
mood of desperate addiction, the service is cheeky, but 
friendly and the local crowd is almost always up for a good 
night of carousing. QOpen 11:00 - 24:00, Fri 11:00 - 02:00, 
Sat 17:00 - 02:00. Closed Sun. A
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Clubs
Amber Night F-3, Elizabetes 55 (Reval Hotel Latvija), 
www.ambernight.lv. Descend into the depths of the Reval 
Hotel Latvija, to find this sleek, stylish nightclub designed 
with an over 25 crowd in mind. Listen to Top 40 from the past 
three decades while you sip expertly poured cocktails served 
at two different bars. Hit the dance floor, relax on gold and 
black couches in the main hall or occupy one of the tables in 
the back that have built-in champagne buckets that change 
colour every few seconds. QOpen 22:00 - 05:00. Closed 
Mon, Tue, Sun. Admission: Fri, Sat 5Ls. A

WaRNiNg

Babylon I-2, Kaļķu 24, tel. 67 22 40 41, www.roxyclub.
eu. Once known as Roxy, a dodgy club, where tourists were 
known to get ripped off, it appears that Babylon has changed 
little apart from its name. Hit the dance floor, have a seat on 
the couches upstairs and on stage, chill out in the bar down-
stairs or, like most people, scratch your head and wonder why 
there are so many middle-aged men dancing with very young 
girls. Enter at your own risk and if you do then be sure to pay in 
cash. QOpen 21:00 - 06:00. Admission: 3 - 5Ls. A

Club Essential C-4, Skolas 2, tel. 67 24 22 89, www.
essential.lv. This vibrant hotspot is not another typical 
boring Riga techno club. In fact, it’s quite stylish offering a 
funky chill out room and several distinct areas on two levels 
which are all a part of the action surrounding the central 
dance floor. The music is fast-paced and progressive which 
is what you’d expect given the talented DJs it imports from 
around Europe each weekend. QOpen Wed 23:00 - 05:00, 
Thu 23:00 - 06:00, Fri, Sat 23:00 - 07:00. Closed Mon, Tue, 
Sun. Admission: 3 - 5Ls. AX

Colonnade Club C-4, Dzirnavu 57, tel. 22 30 67 16, 
www.colonnade.lv. Collonade is a casual club on two floors 
where the young ladies often wear jeans and one bozo was 
even allowed entrance wearing a CCCP t-shirt, which definitely 
gives a hint as to the club’s clientele. Move around downstairs 
to dancy pop or order a 4Ls cocktail and take a seat at one 
of the many booths that look down on the gyrating masses 
below. Perhaps its best feature is the smoking lounge upstairs 
that looks like an observation gallery in an operating theatre. 
QOpen 22:00 - 06:00, Wed 22:00 - 04:00. Closed Mon, Tue. 
Admission: 5Ls. AX

Coyote Fly I-1, Palasta 3, tel. 67 22 77 94, www.coyote-
fly.lv. The interior of black and white designer ads and red neon 
is a bit lacking, but the food is tasty, albeit expensive. The glass 
box for smokers looks like a science experiment gone awry 
when full and the dizzying disco lights above the urinals might 
just inspire an unwanted result, but locals come here in droves 
and don’t mind waiting outside. Unfortunately, the bouncers at 
the door only allow Latvians to enter so you might want to give 
it a pass. QOpen 11:00 - 20:00, Thu 11:00 - 04:00, Fri 11:00 
- 06:00, Sat 19:00 - 06:00. Closed Sun. A

Depo (Depot) I-2, Vaļņu 32, tel. 67 22 01 14, www.
klubsdepo.lv. Underground music lovers, hip youth and over 
the hill travel writers, this is the stop where you get off. Indie 
groups and DJ’s from abroad, garage bands and an alternative 
crowd all co-exist happily in this club, one of the few to sponsor 
rock, hardcore, heavy metal, punk, reggae and experimental 
music genres. Watch the bands perform in two large rooms in 
the basement. QOpen Thu, Fri, Sat 20:00 - 05:00. Closed 
Mon, Tue, Wed, Sun. Admission: 3 - 5Ls. AEX

Godvil Brīvības 214b, tel. 28 86 66 66, www.godvil.lv. 
The owners of this club claim that God and the devil are in 
each of us and those out for a night of heavenly decadence 
won’t be disappointed. Just look for the Godvil logo (a halo 
with horns) on the top of the clock tower of this converted 
factory. A long bar and dozens of tables surround a central 
stage and dance floor where live pop acts perform. Above 
you’ll find another floor with a VIP section, more private tables, 
smoking areas and a classy cigar parlour encased in glass. 
Take tram N°6 from Barona to the VEF stop. QOpen Fri, Sat 
22:00 - 05:00. Admission: 10Ls. A

La Rocca B-5, Brīvības 96, tel. 67 50 60 30, www.
larocca.lv. An admission fee of 5Ls buys you a pass to a 
variety of different clubs within the confines of a converted 
theatre that still bears the tell-tale signs of its original incar-
nation such as gilded decorations and ceilings as well as 
red velvet walls. However, the theatre-goers of yore would 
doubtless be shocked by the flashing lasers, smoke machines 
and go-go dancers with glitter-paint shining from their naked 
thighs. Drinks are reasonably priced and if you’re not into 
techno or Russian pop you can try the hip-hop club upstairs. 
The smouldering smoking section and its choking inhabitants 
look like a vision of hell that even Dante couldn’t imagine. Q 
Open Fri, Sat 22:00 - 06:00. Admission: 3 - 5Ls. AX

Nautilus J-2, Kungu 8, tel. 67 81 44 55, www.nautilus.
lv. Like most Latvian clubs, the large hold of the Nautilus only 
starts to heat up after midnight. Should you arrive early, try 
the chill out room where young women in designer fashions 
plant their flags at the foot of the DJ station. The main dance 
floor and the exclusive VIP lounge are often inhabited by local 
celebrities that you won’t recognise, but that’s also one of its 
main attractions for Riga natives: it’s relatively tourist-free. 
QOpen 23:00 - 08:00. Closed Mon, Tue, Sun. Admission: 4 
- 7Ls, although women are often given free entry. A

Opium Dance H-3, Vaļņu 18 (entrance from Aspazijas), 
tel. 67 21 27 38, www.cafeopium.lv. Its name conjures 
up images of hordes of entranced people swaying along to 
soothing music, but Opium Dance is actually a relatively small 
candlelit cocktail lounge on the edge of Old Riga. Its motto 
‘style and music’ might be a bit ambitious, but the drinks 
are fairly cheap, so it might just warrant a visit. VIPs can opt 
for Champagne and white table clothes in a private room. 
QOpen Fri, Sat 22:00 - 05:00. Admission: free. A

Pulkvedim Neviens Neraksta (Nobody Writes 
to the Colonel) I-2, Peldu 26/28, tel. 67 21 38 86, 
www.pulkvedis.lv. It’s affirmative: the Colonel has gone 
AWOL. Since the mid-1990s, this was the only bastion of 
alternative music for a bohemian crowd desperate to avoid 
pop and techno music. The dark, industrial-style interior is 
still hip as is the retro cellar bar with pink shag carpeting on 
the wall, but what’s the point of drinking a fabulous cocktail 
to old Michael Jackson songs? What happened to the Clash, 
the White Stripes or even the Chili Peppers? On the bright 
side, DJ Dace Volfa has remained true to the club’s original 
music style. QOpen 20:00 - 03:00, Fri, Sat 20:00 - 05:00. 
Closed Sun. Admission: Fri, Sat 3Ls. AE

Riga In Your Pocket has received readers’ complaints 
and, in some cases, horror stories at www.inyourpocket.
com about the following establishments:
Royal Pub (formerly Lord Pub) – Kaļķu iela (Līvu Square); 
Saxon – Laipu iela; Enigma (formerly Puzzle) – Kaļķu 
iela (Līvu Square); Babylon (formerly Roxy) – Kaļķu 
iela (Līvu Square); Mary – Grēcinieku iela; Infinity Bar 
– Gleznotāju iela; Cognac Bar – Baznīcas 1/3.

Riga In Your Pocket warning
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Space Dog I-2, Vecpilsētas 19, tel. 67 49 10 39, www.
spacedog.lv. Space Dog’s typical orange and grey interior 
is nothing new, but it does have a few things of which to be 
proud apart from the attractive, hip crowd of bohemians 
that it draws. Cute bartenders, live music, local beer, a 
foosball table and, best of all, a Jägermeister shot machine 
are certainly nothing to sneeze at. During the day you can 
also order soups, salads and sandwiches and a smoking 
section (although by the looks of it not completely legal) is 
also available. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 - 03:00. 
Admission: free. AE

There are plenty of places in Riga to play pool, snooker 
or Russian billiards. Here are the best:
Klondaika D-4, Merķeļa 3, tel. 67 22 16 40, www.
klondaika.lv. Five pool tables for 4Ls/hour. QOpen 
09:00 - 07:00. Also on C-5, Matīsa 43, tel. 67 27 50 29. 
Open 09:30 - 05:00; . PAXW
Melnais Kaķis (The Black Cat) H-2, Meistaru 
10/12, tel. 67 21 10 21, www.kakis.lv. Four pool 
tables; 1Ls/game. QOpen 08:00 - 07:00. ABX
NB H-2, Šķūņu 9, tel. 67 22 63 51. Dozens of pool, 
billiard and snooker tables for 4Ls/hour and relatively 
cheap drinks. Q Also on C-5, Čaka 38a (entrance from 
Ģertrūdes), tel. 67 28 44 06. Open 24hrs. AX
Zelta boulinga centrs E-2, Uzvaras 2/4, tel. 67 
61 07 07, www.zelta.lv. 11 pool tables for 2 - 3.50Ls/
hour as well as 22 bowling lanes for 6 - 13.50Ls/hour 
depending on the time of day. QOpen 13:00 - 24:00, 
Mon 15:00 - 24:00, Fri 13:00 - 02:00, Sat 10:00 - 02:00, 
Sun 10:00 - 24:00. AX

Pool & Billiards

In Your Pocket has set up a YouTube account http://
www.youtube.com/InYourPocketGuides where you will 
find a number of short travel videos about the cities we 
cover. Help us to make it the best travel video site around 
by adding your YouTube videos to the Riga In Your 
Pocket group http://www.youtube.com/group/riga. The 
best videos will be embedded in our online guides. 

In Your Pocket Videos

Gay Riga
Golden C-5, Ģertrūdes 33/35, tel. 25 50 50 50, www.
goldenbar.lv. Golden doesn’t promote itself much as a gay 
club from the outside, but the flamboyant bartenders do a 
pretty good job of convincing you just in case you didn’t get 
the hint coming in. After navigating corridors and staircases 
for a time, you’ll find a stylish interior, as one might expect, 
where patrons can sit at the bar in the atrium or relax in the 
smoker’s lounge. QOpen 19:00 - 02:00, Fri, Sat 19:00 
- 05:00. A

XXL D-4, A. Kalniņa 4, tel. 67 28 22 76, www.xxl.lv. The 
name can be a touchy thing for some people—they snicker 
and don’t quite know what to make of it. All one needs to 
know is that, yes, it is a hip gay club/restaurant that offers 
male striptease and even the occasional tranny show. The art 
on the walls is appropriately racy and the food is surprisingly 
satisfying, but we’ll leave the exploration of the labyrinth to 
others. See its website for events and restrictions. QOpen 
18:00 - 07:00. Admission: 2 - 10Ls. A
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Hansa Baltic Tel. 26 57 61 66, hansabaltic@
multilines.lv. If you’re looking for a custom tailored 
nightlife tour of Riga for only 15Ls, this company will set 
you up with a charming female guide that will take you 
on a pub crawl of the city’s best bars that includes free 
admission to a striptease club and a nightclub. They 
also arrange a wide variety of activities in Latvia such 
as paintball, bobsleigh runs, go-carting, shooting with 
real guns, airport transfers and much more.

Riga Out There Tel. 29 38 94 50/67 48 24 43, 
www.out-there.eu. On Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
nights English-speaking guides will take you and your 
friends to Riga’s best bars and clubs. The 20Ls tours 
include at least five destinations and a free drink or 
free admission depending on the venue. Groups of 6 
- 20 people are welcome on the tour that is meant for 
people who want to experience the ‘real’ Riga, not the 
drunken wanderings of a stag party. They also offer 
sightseeing tours as well as shooting, paintball and 
bobsleigh excursions.

Nightlife tours

Adult entertainment
Escape B-4, Valdemāra 37, tel. 20 08 70 07, www.
escapeclub.lv. One of the most striking features of this 
striptease club, apart from the beautiful women who greet 
you, is, believe it or not, the incredibly affordable price of beer 
here. So not only can you enjoy a lap dance, private mas-
sage or just the view of the sexy women working the pole, 

but you can also sip a Lāčplēsis brew without crippling your 
finances. VIP rooms are available in the back (one with a hot 
tub), topless waitresses serve drinks from 17:00 - 22:00 and 
massages can be had from 10:00 - 06:00. QOpen 22:00 
- 06:00. Admission: 6Ls. A

Jockey Club C-4, Elizabetes 49, tel. 67 22 88 44, 
www.jockeyclub.lv. The Scandinavian-owned Jockey Club 
promises adult entertainment for a reasonable price. Naked 
ladies practice their trade every 20 to 30 minutes, but fully 
clothed women dance around a pole for your amusement be-
tween shows. Private dances range from 10 - 120Ls. An expat 
favourite. QOpen 20:00 - 06:00. Admission: 10Ls. A

Labi C-5, Lāčplēša 47, tel. 67 28 61 15. This sex shop is 
a great choice if you’re one of this planet’s many financially 
challenged lonely males. Private dances that last for about 
ten minutes can be had here or you can splurge on an erotic 
massage for around 30Ls. If nothing else, it’s a good place 
to buy porn. Q Open 24hrs. A

Molly’s Chamber I-2, Grēcinieku 4, tel. 67 21 01 50, 
paddy@pub.lv, www.pub.lv. No admission fee, no scams 
and no surcharge on drinks? Sound too good to be true? Tired 
of hearing about their patrons getting ripped off at strip clubs 
in the old town, the management decided to create a safe 
environment for Riga’s foreign visitors to watch sexy strip 
shows by half a dozen beautiful girls. You can watch a pole 
dance for free but lap dances will run you 20Ls. The only catch 
is that you have to contact the management first in person 
at the bar, by e-mail or by phone. Free prizes for groups on 
Fridays and Saturdays. QOpen Fri, Sat 10:00 - 04:00, Sun 
10:00 - 03:00. Closed Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu. A
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Cocktails
NEW

Brazil (Caipirinha) H/I-1, Jauniela 19. If you’re looking 
for a little slice of Brazil, a very small slice actually, try this 
tiny, yet popular cocktail bar not far from Doma laukums. 
The walls are painted yellow and green, the bartenders wear 
Brazilian football shirts and the DJs play Latin beats until the 
wee hours of the morning. Its signature drink - the caipirinha 
- will run you 2.70Ls and most other cocktails hover around 
the 3Ls mark. QOpen 17:00 - 24:00, Fri, Sat 17:00 - 03:00. 
Closed Mon, Sun. 

Cuba Café 
H-1, Jauniela 15, tel. 67 22 43 62, www.cubacafe.lv. 
The global fascination with Fidel and Guevera is still alive and 
well in Riga in this dimly-lit café whose walls are adorned with 
black and white photos of the tropical nation and its immortal 
leader. Although a few assorted starters are on offer, Cuba 
Café is more of a cocktail bar serving pricey island drinks like 
mojitos, Cuba libres and caipirinhas in an intimate setting. You 
can also shoot pool in the cellar. QOpen 15:00 - 02:00, Fri, 
Sat 15:00 - 05:00. AX

Mad House 
H-2, Kaļķu 11, tel. 67 22 05 54. Mad House offers a scat-
ter-brained interior of old movie posters, niches that look 
like retro living rooms and kitchens and even a portrait of 
old Lenin. Mixed drinks are delicious but will run you nearly 
5Ls each and even beer prices are over the moon. A full 
breakfast, lunch and dinner menu is available as well as a 
dance floor and a chill out room hidden in the depths of the 
cellar. Two for one happy hour from 17:00 - 19:00. QOpen 
08:00 - 03:00, Fri 08:00 - 06:00, Sat 11:00 - 06:00, Sun 
11:00 - 03:00. A

Mojo Café H-1, Pils 7, tel. 26 18 42 76. This bright 
cocktail bar sports an interior of red and yellow walls, wooden 
furniture and a chill out section in the back with couches, a 
record player and TV all circa 1970. You can order affordable 
mojitos and caipirinhas for only 3Ls, a draught Lāčplēsis for 
1.50Ls or just choose from one of the daily cocktail specials 
written on the blackboard above the bar. An impressive DJ 
station, a small menu of starters and, in summer, a shady 
terrace are also available. QOpen 11:00 - 24:00, Thu, Fri, 
Sat 11:00 - 03:00. 

Paldies Dievam piektdiena ir klāt (Thank God It’s 
Friday) H-1, 11. Novembra krastmala 9, tel. 67 50 39 
64, www.piektdiena.lv. Unlike any other place in Riga, this 
establishment is more Caribbean than a rum cocktail and 
has more colour than Austin Powers’ wardrobe. Renowned 
bartender Artis Bikšus mixes up drinks so tasty it’s hard to 
pace yourself. In case you can’t, don’t worry, the exotic bikini-
clad women dancing on the bar in the evenings are not an 
illusion. QOpen 09:00 - 24:00, Fri 09:00 - 04:00, Sat 10:00 
- 04:00, Sun 10:00 - 24:00. A

Piens (Milk) A-5, Aristida Briāna 9, www.klubspiens.lv. 
Located in a renovated 19th-century brewery on the edge of 
the city centre, this self-proclaimed sofa bar is hard to find and 
that’s the way the owners like it. Those in the know know that 
this is one of Riga’s hottest cocktail bars and many don’t mind 
queuing up at the weekend to sit on one of many couches that 
are each completely different in style from your grandma’s sofa 
to one you’d expect to see your doctor’s waiting room. With 
two large terraces and a funky, eclectic interior, colourful, hip 
and laid-back Milk is hard to beat. Sadly, on busy nights they 
often bar entrance to non-Latvians. QOpen 12:00 - 24:00, 
Fri, Sat 12:00 - 05:00. 



50 nightliFe

Riga In Your Pocket riga.inyourpocket.com

nightliFe

Radio Bar H-2, Šķūņu 17 (entrance from Zirgu), tel. 67 
22 44 57. This cocktail bar, restaurant and nightclub offers a 
cavernous interior with stylish furniture, old school radio dial 
decorations and private booths and niches. The cocktails are 
good, the music leans toward alternative, house and hip-hop 
and the ‘ice taps’ might just make the mass-produced Cēsu 
beer more palatable, but its high prices are often hard to 
swallow. QOpen 15:00 - 24:00, Thu 15:00 - 03:00, Fri, Sat 
15:00 - 05:00. Closed Sun. A

Skyline Bar F-3, Elizabetes 55 (Reval Hotel Latvija - 
26th floor), tel. 67 77 22 82, www.revalhotels.com. The 
views are spectacular and the retro interior of shag carpeting, 
comfortable couches and an abundance of pillows is warm 
and inviting. Getting one of the coveted seats by the windows 
is often a chore, but it’s worth the effort. The wait staff can be 
a little lethargic, but perhaps it’s due to the altitude. Tapas 
and sandwiches also available. QOpen 16:00 - 01:00, Fri, 
Sat 15:00 - 02:00, Sun 15:00 - 01:00. AEX

Live music
Bites Blues Club B-4, Dzirnavu 34a, tel. 67 33 31 
25, www.bluesclub.lv. The dark interior is basic without 
any trendy trappings, the way a real blues club should be. If 
you’re unfortunate enough to miss the live acts on weekend 
nights, sometimes from as far away as Memphis, classic 
performances are often broadcast on the big screen during 
the day. It’s also worth a visit for the delicious international 
cuisine and the Užavas beer on draught. QOpen 11:00 
- 24:00, Fri 11:00 - 01:00, Sat 14:00 - 01:00. Closed Sun. 
Admission: Fri, Sat 5 - 15Ls. AE

Carpe Diem H-2, Meistaru 10/12, tel. 67 22 84 88. 
If you’re looking to splurge on yourself, then seize the day 
at what may be one the best restaurants in Riga. Although 
it fancies itself a jazz club in the evening, most musicians 
would be intimidated by the elegant surroundings, which 
include what appears to be a very expensive crystal chan-
delier. Listen to live jazz music each night 19:00 - 22:00. 
QOpen 10:00 - 23:00, Thu, Fri, Sat 10:00 - 02:00, Sun 
11:00 - 23:00. AE

Četri Balti Krekli I-3, Vecpilsētas 12, tel. 67 21 38 85, 
www.krekli.lv. Ultra-Latvians raised on folk songs and beer 
find their way to this restaurant/club when they want to hear 
nothing but familiar rock and quality live performances. Bring a 
well-versed native to point out famous writers and artists, who 
often find inspiration under the brick ceiling. White shirts aren’t 
required, but no matter how much you smile at the bouncer, 
you won’t get in wearing trainers. QOpen 21:00 - 05:00. 
Closed Mon, Tue, Sun. Admission: 1 - 5Ls. AEX

Kabata (Pocket) I-2, Peldu 19, tel. 67 22 33 34, www.
kabata.lv. Descend the spiral dungeon stairs and enter this 
Pocket filled with teenage bodies gyrating to three-year-old 
top 40 radio hits. Though it’s worth catching local musicians 
some nights, the scene of questionably legal youngsters on 
their third beer might warrant a pass. On the other hand, if 
it’s young local ladies you’re after in the small hours of the 
morning, then look no further. QOpen 20:00 - 05:00. Admis-
sion: 1 - 3Ls. AEX

Melnā piektdiena (Black Friday) Brīvības 193c, tel. 
29 87 94 75, www.melnapiektdiena.lv. The only club in 
Riga dedicated to heavy metal music is located within the 
brick walls of an old factory next to the VEF Bridge. Live acts 
have included such heavyweights as Napalm Death. Take 
tram N°6 from Barona to the VEF stop. QOpen Fri, Sat 18:00 
- 03:00. Closed Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu, Sun. E

Pubs
Barselona B-4, Antonijas 26, tel. 67 33 34 95. A long 
way from Spain, this bright orange bar across the street 
from the Skonto stadium lacks paella, but certainly has no 
shortage of thirsty Latvian football fans. Inexpensive foreign 
and domestic beer on draught, as well as cheap filling meals, 
satellite sports on TV and an excellent summer terrace. 
QOpen 11:00 - 23:00. (3 - 7Ls). AX

Bon Vivant 
I-2, Mārstaļu 8, tel. 67 22 65 85, www.bon-vivant.lv. 
Solid wood furniture, a cosy atmosphere and assorted Ben-
elux decorations aren’t the only things that make this place 
an authentic Belgian beer bar. A whole page of the menu is 
dedicated to steamed mussels, sausages are ordered by 
the half metre and tasty brews from the Low Countries are 
served in their proper glasses. The delicious cuisine isn’t 
cheap, but Europeans expect nothing less from Brussels. 
QOpen 11:00 - 24:00, Fri 11:00 - 02:00, Sat 13:00 - 02:00, 
Sun 13:00 - 24:00. AX

Kapteiņa Enriko pulkstenis B-4, Antonijas 13, tel. 
67 33 89 73, www.enrikopulkstenis.lv. Named after a 
classic 1960s Latvian film, Captain Enrico’s Watch is a cosy 
bar decorated with antique wooden furniture including the 
solid tables adorned with ancient termite holes. International 
food is on offer from salads and pastas to steaks and even 
duck, but don’t overlook the appetisers like Thai-style satay 
and barbecued chicken wings. A much-coveted chill out room 
is available in back and Latvia’s tastiest beers, Užavas and 
Tērvetes, are on draught. QOpen 09:00 - 24:00, Fri 09:00 
- 02:00, Sat 11:00 - 02:00, Sun 11:00 - 24:00. AX

Klondaika C-4, Dzirnavu 59, tel. 67 24 03 66, www.
klondaika.com. The designer of this kitschy place has 
seen one too many westerns, but we love it just the same. 
Relax outside in one of the best summer courtyards the 
centre has to offer, head down to the slot machine hall 
optimistically labelled the gold mine (zelta raktuves) or go 
down to the bar for beer and cocktails under cattle skulls 
and wagon wheels. Food is served 12:00 - 24:00. QOpen 
09:00 - 07:00. AXW

Knaipe 
C-4/5, Blaumaņa 38/40 (in the courtyard), tel. 67 77 
05 86, www.knaipe.lv. Once upon a time three Latvians 
met at a school in Münster, Germany and 20 years later 
they opened a real German kneipe, or pub, in Riga spelled 
Knaipe so the locals would pronounce it correctly. Drink deli-
cious Paulaner helles or hefe-weizen brews on draught, eat 
imported Bratwurst, halbes Hähnchen (half a roasted chicken) 
or Schweine Haxe (pork leg) all served with a generous side 
of Pommes mit Mayo (fries with mayonnaise) of course. Ger-
man wines are also available and you can take advantage of 
the large outdoor terrace in summer or watch a Bundesliga 
match inside when it gets cold. QOpen 12:00 - 24:00, Fri, 
Sat 12:00 - 01:00. Closed Sun. 

Red Fred 
I-3, Audēju 14, tel. 67 35 96 62. Latvia’s first fire fighting 
theme bar is chock full of antique helmets, water pumps and 
fire hoses that double as lamps, but its best feature is a selec-
tion of just over 20 foreign and domestic beers on draught. A 
wide variety of different meats are cooked over a real charcoal 
grill, but be aware that a steak and many of the other dishes, 
not to mention brews, on offer can be quite expensive. The 
flat screen TVs showing Sky Sports and a smoking lounge 
on the 2nd floor are however a major consolation. QOpen 
12:00 - 24:00. (4 - 10Ls). AEX
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The Only
Irish Pub 

in Riga

Grecinieku iela 4, Old Riga, Latvia
Phone: +371 67210150, email: paddy@pub.lv

Open daily 11:00 - 01:00

17 di�erent kinds of local and 
imported 
beers and 
ciders on 
draught

Live sports on Sky Sports on a 
    large screen 
    and numerous
    �at screen TVs

Extensive, a�ordable menu
including 
home-style
Indian food 
made by 
Indian chefs 

Friendly and service-minded
        sta�

WaRNiNg

Royal Pub H-2, Kaļķu 22. When this place was known as 
Groks, it was the most notorious perpetrator of tourist scams 
in Latvia. After Riga In Your Pocket and its readers brought 
this to the attention of the local media, it soon shut its doors. 
To our horror and dismay it was re-opened as Lord Pub, but 
police raids, bad press and your comments once again put 
them out of business - for a time. But now it appears that we 
were too hasty in our celebrations. Royal Pub has opened its 
doors. Don’t even look at it! Run away!

Runcis (Tomcat) I-2, Jāņa sēta 1, tel. 67 22 41 98. 
The kind of place where you wish everybody knew your 
name. It’s totally Latvian in its beer, food, and frequenters, 
who are usually playing chess, playing cards and exchanging 
anecdotes. If the thought of seeing another tourist makes 
you queasy, head here to hide and enjoy some of Old Riga’s 
cheapest beer. In short, it’s a place that most women find 
boring and most men intriguing. QOpen 12:00 - 02:00, Sat, 
Sun 14:00 - 02:00. A

Victory Pub I-2, Tirgoņu 10, tel. 29 22 83 10, www.
victorypub.lv. As our faces registered the sight of dark red 
walls and matching curtains the friendly waitress confided 
in us that she also thought the interior was reminiscent of 
a tart’s boudoir, but she assured us that the food and drink 
were just fine. A menu of international cuisine including 6Ls 
steaks and a cheap lunch special are available as well as a 
digital jukebox and a smoking room with a pool table and 
dartboard. A dozen or so different beers can be had here for 
under 2Ls, but two local beers are usually on sale for under 
1Ls which certainly attracted our attention. QOpen 11:00 
- 24:00, Fri, Sat 11:00 - 06:00. (3 - 8Ls). AXW

Sports bars
Alberts Pub H-2, Šķūņu 19, www.albertspub.lv. Bishop 
Albert founded Riga in 1201, so it’s perhaps appropriate that 
this sports pub located across the square from the cathedral 
he built bears his name. You can watch sports on large flat 
screens, try over a dozen different beers for under 2Ls and order 
burgers, fish and chips, an English breakfast or other pub food 
for affordable prices. In fact, nothing on the menu costs more 
than 5Ls. Naturally, Alberts shows all of the usual sports includ-
ing hockey, English, Spanish, German and even Scandinavian 
football and pretty much anything else you might want to watch. 
QOpen 12:00 - 23:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 - 01:00. AW

Paddy Whelan’s Irish Pub & Sports Bar I-2, 
Grēcinieku 4, tel. 67 21 01 50, www.pub.lv. Not so much an 
Irish pub as it is a sports bar dedicated to the finer things in life 
- namely football and formula one. On the ground floor you can 
expect a dozen or so flat screen TVs showing different matches, 
while upstairs you’ll find a cosier atmosphere with loads of 
memorabilia on the walls including a portrait of Pierluigi Collina. 
In addition to the usual Irish and international pub food, Paddy’s 
also offers a menu of authentic Indian cuisine cooked in a real 
tandoor and those craving something spicier can head upstairs 
at the weekend after 22:00 for striptease and lap dances with 
no admission fee! No kidding! QOpen 11:00 - 01:00, Fri, Sat 
11:00 - 03:00, Sun 11:00 - 24:00. AES

Stars I-2, Grēcinieku 11a, tel. 20 23 52 35, www.
sportabars.lv. Stars offers a giant bar and large flat screen 
TVs that can show nearly any live match via satellite as well 
as a cellar bar with couches and an enormous wall-sized 
screen for major events. Over a dozen different brews are 
available as well as a good selection of bar food served in 
generous portions. QOpen 11:00 - 01:00, Fri, Sat 11:00 
- 02:00. (4 - 8Ls). A RC
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Essential Riga
Art Nouveau architecture B-3, Alberta 2, 2a, 4, 6, 8, 
13; Elizabetes 10b; Strēlnieku 4a. Visit the biggest gal-
lery of Art Nouveau architecture by Russian architect Mikhail 
Eisenstein, father of the illustrious filmmaker Sergei Eisenstein 
who was born in Riga. Most of the buildings have now been 
renovated and of particular interest is the house at Strēlnieku 
4a. Built in 1905 it has since undergone a complete facelift 
and is now home to the Stockholm School of Economics. 
Over 30% of buildings in the centre of Riga were built in this 
flamboyant, optimistic style.

Latvian Ethnographic Museum (Latvijas 
etnogrāfiskais brīvdabas muzejs) Brīvības gatve 
440, tel.  67 99 45 15, www.brivdabasmuzejs.lv. 100 
hectares of life as it used to be. Farmsteads, windmills, 
fishing villages, churches and other historic structures have 
been moved here and preserved for posterity. Watch crafts-
men perform various tasks or try some Latvian cuisine and 
drink in the tavern. Take bus N°1 from the corner of Merķeļa 
and Tērbatas to the Brīvdabas muzejs stop. QOpen 10:00 
- 17:00. Admission: 2Ls.

Riga Cathedral (Doma baznīca) H-1, Doma laukums, 
tel.  67 21 32 13, www.doms.lv. The largest place of 
worship in the Baltics, measuring 187 x 43m, with walls two 
metres thick, Riga Cathedral also has one of the biggest or-
gans in Europe (6,768 pipes!). It was such a marvel in its day 
that Franz Liszt composed a piece of music in its honour. The 
drop from Cathedral Square (Doma laukums) to the church’s 
base shows how the level of the city has risen in the 800 years 
since its foundations were laid on the site of a Livonian fishing 
village. Unfortunately, the massive structure is in desperate 
need of repairs, hence the steel beams and other supports 
you’ll see around columns and just below the ceiling. The price 
of the ticket also includes access to its Romanesque cloister. 
QOpen 10:00 - 17:00. Admission: 2Ls.

St. Peter’s Church (Pēterbaznīca) I-2, Skārņu 19, 
tel.  67 22 94 26, www.peterbaznica.lv. First mentioned 
in ancient chronicles in 1209, St. Peter’s was a Catholic church 
until 1523, when it turned Lutheran. Its wooden tower, the 
highest in Europe at that time, was destroyed several times. 
It first collapsed in 1666 and was rebuilt a year later. To see 
how long it would last, the builders hurled a glass from the 
top: the more pieces the vessel broke into, the greater the 
tower’s longevity. Alas, a pile of straw cushioned the glass’ fall 
and the spire burnt down one year later. Artillery fire destroyed 
the structure again in 1941. In 1973 it was finally rebuilt and 
the glass ritual was repeated, this time with smashing results. 
Take the lift to the observation platform for spectacular views 
of the city. QOpen 10:00 - 18:00. Closed Mon. Admission: 
1Ls, tower 3Ls.

The Museum of the Occupation of Latvia (Latvijas 
okupācijas muzejs) I-2, Strēlnieku laukums 1, tel.  67 
21 27 15, www.occupationmuseum.lv. Once a museum 
honouring the Latvian Red Riflemen, the building now houses 
a fascinating museum dedicated to the Nazi and Soviet oc-
cupations of Latvia. The various exhibits display the atrocities 
committed against the people of Latvia and the systematic 
destruction of their nation’s sovereignty. Visitors can walk into 
a reconstructed gulag barracks and catch a glimpse of the 
intolerable living conditions in Siberian labour camps. Exhibits 
are available in English, German, Latvian and Russian, but 
you can also choose to use an audio guide with headphones 
in English or just ask for a live guide. Its book is available in 
Latvian and English. QOpen 11:00 - 17:00. Closed Mon. 
Admission: free.

Churches
Old St. Gertrude’s Church (Vecā Sv. Ģertrūdes 
baznīca) B-4, Ģertrūdes 8, tel.  67 27 57 07, www.
gertrude.lv. Anyone who walks down Ģertrūdes iela can’t 
help but notice the monumental neo-gothic church at the 
beginning of the street. Consecrated in 1869, this red brick 
masterpiece topped with a green copper spire was designed 
by one of the city’s most prolific architects, J.D. Felsko. 
Unfortunately, some of its decorative ornaments cast in 
concrete are now in a sad state and hang precariously above 
passers-by. Many of the art nouveau buildings surrounding 
the church are also worth a look.

Orthodox Cathedral (Pareizticīgo katedrāle) G-3, 
Brīvības 23, tel.  67 21 12 16. Built between 1876 and 
1884, this yellow-brick church capped with five gilded cupolas 
was turned into a planetarium during the occupation but was 
finally returned to its congregation in 1990. The Soviets 
destroyed many of the church’s ornate works of art includ-
ing wall and ceiling frescoes by the famous Russian painter 
Vereshchagin. Much of the cathedral has now been restored 
to its former glory.

Riga Church of Jesus (Rīgas ev. lut. Jēzus baznīca) 
E-4, Elijas 18, tel.  67 22 41 23, www.jezusdraudze.lv. 
After decades of war in Livonia, the Swedish Empire finally 
gained control of Riga in 1621. To celebrate an end to war, it 
was decided that a church dedicated to Jesus should be built 
outside the city gates. Work was completed in 1638, but sadly 
peace didn’t last long and the church was destroyed by Rus-
sian troops in 1656. It was rebuilt in 1688, but was once again 
destroyed during the Russian siege of Riga in 1710. It rose 
from the ashes in 1733 only to be razed yet again by the Rus-
sian rulers of Riga in 1812 fearing an attack from Napoleon’s 
troops. The current octagonal structure was erected in 1818. 
It has a 27m-high tower and is the largest wooden church in 
Latvia. (Services: Thu 18:00, Sun 10:00 - Latvian)

St. James Cathedral (Jēkaba katedrāle) H-1, Jēkaba 
9, tel.  67 32 64 19, www.catholic.lv/katedrale. This 
church beside the parliament was first mentioned in ancient 
chronicles in 1225. In 1522, it became the first church in Latvia 
to hold a Lutheran service, but during a brief Polish occupa-
tion 60 years later it was returned to its Catholic flock, who 
have held it ever since. (Services: 08:00, Sun 09:00, 18:00 
- Latvian) QOpen 07:00 - 19:00.

St. John’s (Jāņa baznīca) I-2, Skārņu 24, tel.  67 
22 40 28. First mentioned in 1297 when it served as the 
chapel of a Dominican abbey, the monastery and church 
were closed during the Reformation in 1523. The building 
was used for a time as the city’s armoury, until it was taken 
over by a Lutheran congregation in 1582. During the building’s 
construction two monks were bricked into the southern wall 
and lived out their lives there, fed through the window grate. 
In the summer months organ and vocal music concerts are 
held here every Saturday at 17:00. QOpen 11:00 - 20:00, 
Wed 11:00 - 18:00. Closed Mon. Admission: donations.

St. Saviour’s (Anglikāņu baznīca) H-1, Anglikāņu 2a, 
tel.  67 22 22 59, www.anglicanriga.lv. This little church 
commissioned by British traders living in Riga was built in 
1857 on a shipload of English soil specially imported from the 
UK. Consecrated in 1859, the church was only full when Brit-
ish warships visited Latvia. Transformed into a student disco 
during Soviet times, it is once again a place of worship which 
is attended by Riga’s English-speaking expat population. Its 
pastor and his dedicated flock are also renowned for their 
charitable works. (Services: Sun 11:00 - English)

RC
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Walk along the Riga canal and you’ll no doubt be surprised to see a 100-year-old 
wooden launch gliding across the water separating the old town from the centre of 
Riga. It’s no mirage. A very stubborn man has fought with the city and other vested 
interests for quite some time to finally offer tourists and Rigans alike a unique 
service. Take a look at the Old Riga map on p.71 and you’ll notice that the medieval 
heart of Riga is actually surrounded by water. The picturesque canal that snakes its 
way along Bastion Hill and the Opera gardens was actually once part of the city’s 
ancient defensive systems – a moat to be more precise.
Today for only 4Ls you can climb aboard this unique vessel and take a one-hour tour 
of the city from an unusual perspective. Although most people get on at Bastion Hill 
you can also wait for the electric launch every half hour below the Stockmann shop-
ping centre, across the street from the Central Market and by Big Christopher on the 
Daugava River. The trip takes an hour before it returns to your original embarkation 
point, but you can get off at any of the other stops along the way between 12:00 
-23:30. In fact, the captain suggests taking a night cruise to see the city after dark. The boats will continue to operate 
throughout October and possibly as long as Latvian independence day, November 18, depending on the weather.
KMK Tel. 26 66 86 61, www.kmk.lv. Adults 4Ls, children 2Ls, small children free. Three boats are now available 
on the canal – the Darling, built in 1907, and its replicas the Maria and the Rebeka. The boats can also be rented for 
private parties. Q

Canal cruises

Museums
Fire-Fighting Museum (Latvijas ugunsdzēsības 
muzejs) B-4, Hanzas 5, tel.  67 33 13 34. Set up in 
1978 on the premises of a former fire station built in 1912, 
this museum displays the history of fire fighting in Latvia 
from the second half of the 19th century until the present. 
View fire fighting equipment, uniforms, flags, photographs 
and documents. QOpen 10:00 - 17:00. Closed Mon, Sun. 
Admission: 0.20Ls.

History Museum of Latvia (Latvijas vēstures 
muzejs) H-1, Pils laukums 3, tel.  67 22 13 57, www.
history-museum.lv. Visitors can view the evolution of Latvia 
and its people from the Stone Age to the present here. The 
exhibits display a variety of themes including Bronze Age arte-
facts, ancient currency, folk costumes and traditional farming 
tools. Of particular interest are the black and white still photos 
of farmers demonstrating their specialised tasks. Displays are 
only available in Latvian, but an English brochure to the museum 
can be also be bought. QOpen 11:00 - 17:00. Closed Mon, 
Tue. Admission: 0.50 - 1Ls (Wednesdays free).

Latvian Photography Museum (Latvi jas 
fotogrāfijas muzejs) I-2, Mārstaļu 8, tel.  67 22 27 
13, www.fotomuzejs.lv. This small museum covers the 
development of photography in Latvia from 1839 - 1941. 
View antique equipment from the previous two centuries 
and the world’s largest exhibit dedicated to the famous 
Latvian produced Minox ‘spy camera.’ The first floor displays 
black and white stills of Latvians at work, war and play and 
key historic events such as the 1905 Revolution and WWI 
battles. The top floor contains periodic local photo exhibi-
tions. QOpen 11:00 - 17:00, Thu 12:00 - 19:00. Closed 
Mon, Tue. Admission: 1.50Ls.

Latvian Railway Museum (Latvijas dzelzceļa 
muzejs) E-2, Uzvaras 2/4, tel.  67 23 28 49, www.
railwaymuseum.lv. Retrace the tracks of rail history in Latvia 
in this museum run by Latvian Railways (Latvijas dzelzceļš). 
Inside the brick hangar you’ll find old photographs, antiquated 
machines and a few specimens of old wagons. Outside you 
can look at restored Soviet diesel and electric locomotives 
built in Ukraine and Russia as well as a German locomotive 
built in 1942 that no doubt became a spoil of war. Don’t miss 
the Tsarist era prison car. QOpen 10:00 - 17:00. Closed Mon, 
Sun. Admission: 1Ls.

Mentzendorff’s House (Mencendorfa nams) I-2, 
Grēcinieku 18, tel.  67 21 29 51, www.mencendorfa-
nams.com. For fans of antiquity this fascinating historical 
house that once belonged to a wealthy Riga merchant is a 
must. Restored furniture, 18th century frescoes and a true 
medieval atmosphere are all here for your perusal. QOpen 
11:00 - 17:00. Closed Mon, Tue. Admission: 1 - 2Ls.

Museum of Decorative Art & Design (Dekoratīvās 
mākslas un dizaina muzejs) I-2, Skārņu 10/20, tel.  
67 22 78 33, www.dlmm.lv. Latvian tapestries, woodcut-
tings and porcelain are housed in this gallery/museum. For-
merly St. George’s church, it is the oldest surviving religious 
stone building in Riga (13th century). You can also purchase 
local textiles and other souvenirs here at its shop. Exhibitions 
usually cost extra. QOpen 11:00 - 17:00, Wed 11:00 - 19:00. 
Closed Mon. Admission: 2Ls.

Museum of Doll Art (Leļļu Mākslas muzejs) E-4, 
Maskavas 12, tel. 29 25 72 85, www.dollart.lv. This 
unique museum is located in a renovated brick warehouse 
just beyond the Central Market. Inside you can view a vari-
ety of antique and modern dolls and stuffed animals from 
porcelain, plastic and rag dolls to classic Teddy bears. The 
oldest exhibition dates back to 1802. QOpen 11:00 - 18:00, 
Sat, Sun 11:00 - 17:00. Closed Mon, Tue. Admission: adults 
2.50Ls, children 1Ls.

Museum of Foreign Art (Ārzemju mākslas muzejs) 
H-1, Pils laukums 3, tel.  67 22 64 67, www.amm.lv. Set 
in the Riga Castle, the ground floor features ancient oriental, 
antique, medieval and Renaissance sculptures and ceramics. 
The upper halls feature European paintings, graphic works, 
sculptures and temporary exhibitions. The romantic cellar 
also called the ‘arched halls’ is a great example of 14th-cen-
tury architecture. QOpen 11:00 - 17:00, Thu 13:00 - 19:00. 
Closed Mon. Admission: 1 - 2Ls.

Museum of Janis Rozentāls and Rūdolfs Blauma-
nis (Jaņa Rozentāla un Rūdolfa Blaumaņa muzejs) 
D-3, Alberta 12 - 9, tel.  67 33 16 41, www.rtmm.lv. View 
the apartment where famous Latvian painter Janis Rozentāls 
and renowned writer Rūdolfs Blaumanis once lived. Visitors 
can look at original Rozentāls sketches and portraits but even 
if these items don’t dazzle you, it’s worth a visit just to see 
the amazing Art Nouveau interior of this 100-year-old building. 
QOpen 11:00 - 18:00. Closed Mon, Tue. Admission: 1Ls.
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Museum of Nature (Dabas muzejs) D-4, Barona 
4, tel.  67 35 60 24, www.dabasmuzejs.gov.lv. One of 
Riga’s oldest museums has been renovated and modernised 
in recent years with interactive exhibits, informative touch 
screens and learning games for the kids. The second floor is 
dedicated to palaeontology and geology, while the third floor 
specialises in zoology with an unparalled taxidermy collec-
tion that includes everything from eagles to lions and even 
a giraffe. The fourth and fifth floors present exhibits relating 
to human evolution, marine biology, botany and entomology. 
An impressive hanging skeleton of a killer whale offsets grue-
some exhibits of human skulls and foetuses. QOpen 10:00 
- 17:00, Thu 10:00 - 18:00, Sun 10:00 - 16:00. Closed Mon, 
Tue. Admission: 1.20Ls.

Museum of Pharmacy (Farmācijas muzejs) I-2, 
Vāgnera 13, tel.  67 21 30 08, www.mvm.lv. The making 
of medicine used to be an art, judging from the exhibit in this 
historic home in Old Riga. Displays of porcelain containers, 
tools and century-old remedies trace the history of pharma-
cology in Latvia, and the authentic drugstore brings visitors 
back to the 1920s. It’s worth calling ahead to book a tour, 
because only then will the more obscure and even ominous 
aspects of prescribing and creating medicine be explained. 
Many of the antique packages and flasks contain their original 
contents, which in some cases are still potent.QOpen 10:00 
- 17:00. Closed Mon, Sun. Admission: 1Ls.

Museum of Riga’s History and Navigation (Rīgas 
vēstures un kuģniecības muzejs) H/I-1, Palasta 
4, tel.  67 21 13 58, www.rigamuz.lv. Enter this unique 
museum and walk up the stairs to the first floor to discover 
temporary exhibitions from Latvia and abroad, as well as art 
and memorabilia from the days of the first Latvian Republic. 
The second floor displays Bronze Age artefacts and medieval 
curiosities, such as the sword used by Riga’s executioner 
in the 16th century and the mummified hand of an unlucky 
criminal. You can also take a peek at Riga Cathedral’s courtyard. 
QOpen 11:00 - 17:00. Closed Mon, Tue. Admission: 3Ls.

Museum of Romans Suta and Aleksandra Beļcova 
(Romana Sutas un Aleksandras Beļcovas muzejs) 
C-4, Elizabetes 57a - 26, www.vmm.lv. Head into the 
courtyard and take the stairs to the fifth floor to find this small 
museum dedicated to a husband and wife that produced a 
wide variety of interesting art in the 1920s and 1930s. Ro-
mans Suta painted common scenes such as pub life, but is 
perhaps best known for his contribution to the world of design 
having created film sets, fashion and porcelain flatware. His 
wife Aleksandra was an accomplished painter who specialised 
in portraits. You can see period furniture, paintings, sketches 
and memorabilia in this restored apartment where they once 
lived. QOpen 11:00 - 18:00, Thu 11:00 - 19:00. Closed Mon, 
Tue. Admission: 1.50Ls.

Museum of War (Kara muzejs) H-2, Smilšu 20, tel.  67 
22 81 47, www.karamuzejs.lv. Latvia is one of the most 
war-ravaged countries in Europe. Crusader, Swedish, Polish, 
German and Russian armies have all left their mark. This 
museum of photos and memorabilia documents the struggles 
of the 20th century, from WWI and the war for independence 
up to and including the Nazi and Soviet occupations of WWII. 
One exhibition chronicles the development of the Latvian army 
from WWI until 1940. QOpen 10:00 - 17:00. Closed Mon, 
Tue. Admission: free.

National Art Museum (Nacionālais mākslas 
muzejs) F-3, Valdemāra 10a, tel.  67 32 44 61, www.
vmm.lv. Enter this time capsule and marvel at the red-car-
peted marble stairs and gilt walls and ceiling, which display 
murals of Latvian landscapes. View classic paintings, draw-
ings, watercolours and sculptures by the Latvian masters 
Rozentāls, Annuss, Valters, Padegs, Liberts and many more. 
Works by the famous philosopher, artist and explorer Nicholas 
Roerich and many other Baltic-Russians and Germans are 
also available. Postcards of famous paintings for sale in the 
lobby, but sadly no large prints. QOpen 11:00 - 17:00. Closed 
Tue. Admission: 1 - 3Ls. Tours in English: 8Ls.

Paul Stradin Museum of the History of Medicine 
(P. Stradiņa medicīnas vēstures muzejs) B-3, 
Antonijas 1, tel.  67 22 26 65, www.mvm.lv. Named in 
honour of the Latvian physician Pauls Stradiņš, this fascinating 
museum traces the medical practice throughout the ages. 
View straight jackets, old medical equipment, a recreated 
19th-century pharmacy and plaques warning of smallpox. 
No vaccinations required. QOpen 11:00 - 17:00, Thu 11:00 
- 19:00. Closed Mon, Sun. Admission: 1.50Ls.

Riga Art Nouveau Museum (Rīgas Jūgendstila 
muzejs) B-3, Alberta 12, tel.  67 18 14 65, www.ju-
gendstils.riga.lv. This long-awaited museum is housed in an 
apartment where one of Latvia’s best art nouveau architects 
once lived - Konstantīns Pēkšēns. The prolific artist and engi-
neer who was responsible for the creation of no less than 250 
buildings in Riga also designed this impressive edifice. The 
historic house was also home to the illustrious painter Janis 
Rozentāls and the writer Rūdolfs Blaumanis to whom another 
museum is dedicated on the top floor. View period furniture 
and artwork from one of the Latvian capital’s most creative 
eras. Unfortunately, it comprises only two small rooms, so 
it’s a bit of a let down, but worth a look for only 1Ls. QOpen 
10:00 - 18:00. Closed Mon. Admission: 1Ls.

Riga Film Museum (Rīgas Kinomuzejs) I-2, Peitavas 
10/12 (entrance from Alksnāju/Mazā Peitavas), tel.  67 
35 88 73, www.nfc.lv. Although difficult to find, if you’re a 
film buff it’s might be worth the effort to visit this small mu-
seum hidden away in an Old Riga courtyard. Its main collection 
of memorabilia, photos and other movie history is available at 
an even less accessible location, but periodic exhibitions on 
interesting film topics are open to the public here year-round. 
QOpen 11:00 - 18:00, Sat 11:00 - 16:00. Closed Mon, Tue, 
Sun. Admission: 0.50 - 2Ls (Wednesdays free).

Riga Motor Museum (Rīgas motormuzejs) 
Eizenšteina 6, tel.  67 09 71 70. If you’re an automobile 
aficionado or a fan of Soviet concrete architecture, then it’s 
definitely worth the trip to high rise suburbia. An eclectic 
collection of cars, from vintage Rolls Royces, BMWs and 
Mercedes’ to Soviet mechanical wonders can all be seen here, 
but don’t miss the wax figures of Stalin in his armoured ZIS 115 
and Brezhnev at the wheel of his crashed Rolls Royce. Take 
bus N°21 from Brīvības to the Pansionāts stop in Mežciems. 
QOpen 10:00 - 18:00. Admission: 1.50Ls.
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Football matches in Riga Latvia’s greatest football 
achievement occurred in the 2004 European Champion-
ship in Portugal when the Latvian side had to settle for 
a 0-0 draw with Germany. Many spectators believe that 
Latvia should have been awarded a penalty kick after one 
of its forwards was given a headlock and dragged to the 
ground by a German defender just shy of Deutschland’s 
goalmouth. Since then, major ‘victories’ haven’t been 
forthcoming, but FC Ventspils’ advancement to the group 
stage of the UEFA Europa League has certainly caused 
a stir among Latvian football fans. In fact, Latvia’s mo-
ment of glory five years ago was essentially repeated, 
by Latvian standards anyway, when Ventspils drew 1-1 
with Hertha Berlin on the German side’s home pitch on 
September 17. To watch Ventspils in action against the 
Netherlands’ SC Heerenveen and mighty Sporting Lisbon 
head over to the Skonto Stadium on October 1 and 22, 
respectively. You can also watch the Latvian national side 
take on Moldova for a World Cup qualifier on October 14. 
For more information and kick-off times see p.66. 

Halloween Although Halloween is a fairly new holiday to 
Latvians, it’s not much of a stretch for locals to dress up 
in all kinds of crazy costumes. In fact they’ve been doing 
it for centuries. Once the hard chores associated with the 
fall harvest were completed ancient Latvians had more 
time on their hands. To keep themselves busy and to 
drive away evil spirits they dressed up as animals and 
mythical figures during the autumn months and visited 
their neighbours singing and dancing the whole way. You 
probably won’t see much of this in Riga, but if you’re up for 
a Halloween party then head over to Paddy Whelan’s for a 
night of live music and heavy drinking in costume.

Lāčplēsis Day November 11, also known as Lāčplēsis 
Day, marks a turning point in Latvian history when the 
newly formed national army, with the help of civilian 
volunteers, won a decisive victory in 1919 over enemy 
troops driving them from Riga. Traditionally, the event, 
which honours the nation’s freedom fighters, is com-
memorated by lighting candles in apartment windows 
throughout the city and at the H-1, Riga Castle wall on 
11.novembra krastmala. This year’s Lāčplēsis Day, 
which is named after the hero of a Latvian epic of the 
same name, will be especially significant because it will 
also mark the 90th anniversary of the famous battle 
in 1919 as well as the 5th anniversary of Latvia joining 
NATO. The film Rīgas sargi, complete with subtitles in 
English, depicts the events surrounding the battle and 
can be bought at most souvenir shops and book stores 
around town.

Independence Day On November 18, 1918, a group 
of Latvian intelligentsia declared their nation’s inde-
pendence from the disintegrating Russian Empire. 
Dominated by foreign powers since the arrival of Teutonic 
knights at the end of the 12th century, Latvians finally 
had their own state. Unfortunately, rogue German military 
units and the new Bolshevik government in Russia didn’t 
take the declaration seriously and fighting continued 
until, with the help of the Polish and Estonian armies, all of 
Latvia’s enemies were expelled from the country in 1920. 
Independence Day is celebrated with various events 
and concerts in Riga, a military parade on 11.novembra 
krastmala and a speech by the Latvian president. 

Autumn events

Rīga Porcelain Museum (Rīgas porcelāna muzejs) 
I-2, Kalēju 9/11 (Konventa Sēta), tel.  67 50 37 69, 
www.porcelanamuzejs.lv. The Konventa Sēta houses the 
only porcelain collection of its kind in the Baltics.The exhibit 
traces the rich history of porcelain manufacturing in Riga, 
chiefly started in 1841. An enormous red and gold vase 
dominates the exhibit, and is a standout not only because 
of its size, but because it was specially made for Riga on her 
700th birthday in 1901. One room is filled with works from 
the Soviet era, when images of leaders were immortalised 
on vases. If the ornate sickle and hammer artwork stirs up a 
creative desire, the master porcelain painter provides blank 
mugs, brushes and guidance for 3Ls. QOpen 11:00 - 18:00. 
Closed Mon. Admission: 1Ls.

Parks
Bastion Hill (Bastejkalns) G-2, Separating Old Riga 
from the new centre. This hill was created from 1857 to 
1859 to replace the old defensive sand bulwark. Within 
its precincts are memorial stones to five people killed by 
Soviet bullets during the January 1991 disturbances. Among 
the dead were camera operators documenting the stormy 
events. Despite the popular coverage of the Gulf War at the 
time, their footage was shown all over the globe, much to the 
chagrin of the Soviets.

Brothers’ Cemetery (Brāļu kapi) Aizsaules 1b. The 
Cemetery of Heroes is the last resting place for the Latvian 
soldiers who died defending Latvia from 1915 - 1920. Built 
by Kārlis Zāle in the constructivist style of the 1920s with 
white tufa, you can’t miss the impressive statue of ‘Mother 
Latvia,’ who dominates an army of little graves. Take tram 
N°11 from Barona to the Brāļu kapi stop.

Great Cemetery (Lielie kapi) A-6, between Senču, 
Miera, Klusā and Klijānu. The Great Cemetery must have 
truly lived up to its name when it was a popular resting place 
for Riga’s elite in the 18th and 19th centuries. Unfortunately, 
many of the headstones were removed or destroyed during 
the Soviet period, but a large restored crypt built in 1777, Ger-
man and Latvian family plots and the graves of Krišjānis Bar-
ons and Krišjānis Valdemārs have survived and are all worth a 
visit. Take tram N°11 from Barona to the Mēness stop.

Vērmanes Park (Vērmanes dārzs) C-4, Between 
Elizabetes, Barona, Merķeļa, Tērbatas. A place to come 
and play some chess, read a book, listen to free concerts 
and occasional rantings from bored Bolsheviks in the outside 
auditorium or just to have a snowball fight in winter, this park 
is always full of locals. Many improvements have also been 
made in recent years, including new bricks for the walkways, 
repairs to the monuments and a small playground.
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Places of interest
Cat House (Kaķu māja) H-2, Meistaru 10/12. The Cat 
House is named for two black felines perched on the points 
of its towers. Not only did the beasts curse their first sculptor, 
he fatally fell while putting them up, but their purpose was to 
cause trouble. Roughly 100 years ago, the Latvian owner of 
the building was excluded from the powerful Big Guild across 
the road by its ethnocentric German occupants. He ordered 
the cats to be turned around, backside up, as an insult to his 
enemies. They were turned around after a lengthy court battle 
and he was eventually admitted to the Guild.

Central Market (Centrāltirgus) J-3, Centrāltirgus 
iela, www.centraltirgus.lv. When construction was com-
pleted in 1930, Riga’s Central Market was one of the largest 
and most modern marketplaces on the European continent. 
Seventy years later, four of the five pavilions, which were used 
as zeppelin hangars during WWI, still serve their original func-
tion as meat, fish, produce and dairy markets. . The markets 
spill out beyond the confines of the hangars and operate 
throughout the day, some longer than others. Each pavilion 
has slightly different opening hours. QOpen 08:00 - 17:00, 
Mon, Sun 08:00 - 16:00.

Freedom Monument (Brīvības piemineklis) H-3, 
Where Brīvības and Raiņa meet. ‘Milda,’ as she is affection-
ately known, was unveiled in 1935 and is a national shrine for 
Latvians. Designed by Kārlis Zāle, the friezes around the base 
of the sculpture depict Latvians singing, working and fighting 
for their freedom, while the three stars in the maiden’s hands 
represent the three historical regions of the country: Kurzeme, 
Vidzeme and Latgale. Locals are always placing flowers at the 
base of the monument, an act for which people were deported 
to Siberia in Soviet times. The honour guard changes every 
hour on the hour from 09:00 - 18:00.

Great & Small Guild Halls (Lielā & Mazā Ģilde) H-
2, Amatu 6 and Amatu 5. During the centuries of German 
economic domination, the guilds were Riga’s power brokers. 
The former, dating from 1384, was the home of the merchants, 
while the latter held the city’s artisans. These slightly differ-
ent audiences are reflected in the respective usage of the 
buildings today: while the Great Guild is home to the Latvian 
Symphony Orchestra, its smaller cousin hosts conferences.

Grīziņkalns Neighbourhood C-6, Lienes, Mūrnieka, 
Pļavas and Zaķu. See a typical late 19th century to early 
20th century blue-collar neighbourhood. Experience the Riga 
of the 1905 Revolution and of the writer Aleksandrs Čaks amid 
narrow cobble stone streets and, in some instances, ornately 
carved wooden houses. To be on the safe side and to avoid 
unwanted unpleasantries, visit during daylight hours.

House of Blackheads (Melngalvju nams) I-2, 
Rātslaukums 7, tel.  67 04 43 00, nami.riga.lv/mn. 
One of the architectural treasures of Riga, it was rebuilt in 
honour of the city’s 800th anniversary in 2001. Dating from 
1344, it was destroyed in 1941. The Soviets completely 
pulled down the ruins in 1948, because it was considered to 
represent ‘decadent’ German architecture. A striking Gothic 
building with a Dutch Renaissance facade, it was used to 
house travelling, single members of the merchants’ guild. 
Many of its fantastic riches accompanied Baltic-Germans 
who repatriated to Germany in the late 1930s. The building 
is now open to the public. QOpen 11:00 - 17:00. Closed 
Mon. Admission: 2Ls.

Laima Clock (Laimas pulkstenis) H-2, Where 
Brīvības and Aspazijas meet. Satiekamies pie Laimas 
pulksteņa - let’s meet at the Laima clock! The yellow-brown 
clock in front of the Freedom Monument has been a meet-
ing place since it was erected by social democrats in 1924 
so people wouldn’t be late for work. For decades it has 
advertised Laima chocolate, and many a sweet romance has 
started here. The famous clock was repaired some years ago 
and its time is now synchronised twice daily by satellite.

Old City Walls & Swedish Gate (Vecpilsētas mūris 
& Zviedru vārti) H-2, At the corner of Torņa and Aldaru. 
This is the oldest remaining portion of the Old Town fortifi-
cations, the rest having been progressively knocked down 
because artillery made them obsolete. This fragment was 
built between the 13th and 16th centuries and restored during 
Soviet times, hence its rather ‘new’ appearance. It used to 
run between the Bishops’ Castle and the Castle of the Broth-
ers of the Sword. At the end of Aldaru, is the Swedish Gate 
(Zviedru vārti), built in 1698 to celebrate the Scandinavians’ 
occupation of the city, and the only such structure left in Old 
Riga. The apartment above belonged to the city executioner 
or bende, who would put a red rose on the window ledge on 
the morning before a head rolled.

Powder Tower (Pulvertornis) H-2, Smilšu 20. Dating 
back to the beginning of the 14th century, only the rock foun-
dations remained after it was destroyed by invading Swedish 
troops in 1621. It was rebuilt in 1650 with 2.5m thick walls to 
protect its valuable contents inside and was obviously suc-
cessful, as nine Russian cannonballs that hardly made a dent 
were later embedded in its walls by cheeky masons. At the 
end of the 19th century a German student fraternity bought 
the building, but today it’s part of the War Museum.

The park at Bastion Hill M.Zaprauskis
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Riga Castle (Rīgas pils) H-1, Pils laukums 3. Built 
in 1330 as a base for the Livonian Order, the castle was 
destroyed several times during battles with the local towns-
people. After the Order’s destruction, the various occupiers 
of the city housed their governors inside. Latvia’s first post-
Cold War president Guntis Ulmanis made it his official office to 
continue the tradition begun by Latvia’s interwar presidents in 
the 1920s and 1930s. It also houses two museums.

Riga National Zoo (Rīgas zooloģiskais dārzs) Meža 
prosp. 1, tel.  67 51 84 09, www.rigazoo.lv. Take a look 
at a wide variety of animals from around the globe including 
tortoises from the Galapagos, Japanese macaques, Bactrian 
camels, African zebras, lions, tigers, giraffes and hippopotami, 
Asian red pandas and European bears, wolves and seals. The 
zoo also has a top-notch tropical house filled with rare birds, 
snakes, frogs and insects. Take tram N°11 from Barona to the 
Mežaparks stop. QOpen 10:00 - 16:00. Admission: adults 
4Ls, children 3Ls, free for children under four.

Salaspils 22km south-east of Riga. The memorial site of 
a concentration camp where the Nazis murdered thousands 
of Jews, Roma and other ethnic groups, including Latvians, is 
outside of Riga city limits, but worth the short train trip. On 
the walls of a concrete structure, which now serves as the 
gateway to the camp, the words ‘The earth moans beyond 
this gate’ are inscribed. Half a dozen monumental statues 
symbolising hope and defiance are located here. A metro-
nome eerily ticks in memory of the victims and the founda-
tions of the barracks are still visible. Take a south-eastern 
train bound for Ogre, Lielvārde or Aizkraukle seven stops to 
the Dārziņi station.

Three Brothers (Trīs brāļi) H-1, Mazā Pils 17, 19, 
21, tel.  67 22 07 79, www.archmuseum.lv. The Three 
Brothers are the oldest stone residential buildings in the city 
and represent different stages in the architectural develop-
ment of Riga, from medieval to Baroque. The oldest of the 
three is N°17 and dates back to the 15th century. The other 
two were built in the 17th and 18th centuries, respectively. 
Unfortunately, not much is known about the history of these 
abodes, including who owned them. The Riga Museum of 
Architecture is located in building N°19. QOpen 09:00 
- 17:00, Mon 09:00 - 18:00, Fri 09:00 - 16:00. Closed Sat, 
Sun. Admission: free.

Town Hall Square (Rātslaukums) I-2, Rātslaukums. 
The statue of St. Roland, Rīga’s patron saint, was erected in 
the centre of Town Hall Square in 1897, but was later moved 
to St. Peter’s after it was damaged in WWII. A replica now 
occupies its pedestal. Most of the medieval square was 
destroyed during the last war, but has now been rebuilt with 
mixed results. The reconstructed town hall on the northern 
side of the square is graced with a baroque tower and a post-
modern roof and is now once again open for business. 

Jewish Riga
Jews in Latvia C-4, Skolas 6, tel.  67 28 34 84, www.
jews.lv. Located on the third floor, this small, yet informative 
museum documents, in Latvian and English, the history of 
Jewish life in Latvia beginning with the 18th century. Visitors 
can discover the important role Jews played in Latvian society 
and the contributions they made to intellectual life, the arts 
and even sports. The exhibits are also a moving testimony 
to the suffering Latvian Jews experienced at the hands of the 
Nazis and Soviets. The last section of the museum entitled 
‘The Jewish People Survived’ illustrates the triumphant rebirth 
of Judaism in Latvia after independence. QOpen 12:00 
- 17:00. Closed Fri, Sat. Admission: donations.

Soviet Riga
Academy of Sciences (Zinātņu Akadēmija) D-4, 
Akadēmijas laukums 1, tel.  26 49 12 37. This Soviet edifice 
is a cousin to similar statements of ugliness all over Eastern 
Europe and local nicknames for the Empire State building copy 
include ‘Stalin’s birthday cake’ or ‘the Kremlin’. Most Latvians 
just consider themselves lucky that the portrait of Uncle Joe 
that was supposed to be a part of the facade never came to 
fruition. If you look closely you can spot several hammers and 
sickles up top. At a height of 65m, the 17th-floor balcony is 
open to the public, but only from April - September.

Riga Aviation Museum (Rīgas aviācijas muzejs) 
Airport (to the right of the terminal), tel.  26 86 27 07, 
aviamuseum.org. If you’re a fan of Tom Clancy novels or the 
Cold War in general, then this little known museum located to 
the right of the airport terminal is a must see when in Riga. 
Walk among Soviet helicopters and planes of varying age and 
size from MiG fighter jets to the enormous Mi-6 passenger 
helicopter which set world records for speed and hauling 
capacity. Its rotor has an unbelievable diameter of 36m! Q 
Open 10:00 - 17:00, Sat, Sun by appointment only. Admission: 
2Ls for locals, 5Ls for tourists.

Soviet Victory Monument (Uzvaras piemineklis) 
E-2, Over the Akmens Bridge in Pārdaugava. The Soviet 
war memorial which commemorates the supposed com-
munist ‘liberation’ of Riga is the place to meet die hard reds 
on Soviet anniversary days. Built in 1985 to lionise the Red 
Army and to dishearten and annoy the Latvian populace, 
the monument consists of a tall concrete obelisk adorned 
with five golden stars symbolising the five years of WWII. On 
either side are bronze statues of Mother Russia and soldiers 
advancing with their weapons raised. Dozens of hectares of 
parkland surround this shrine to former Soviet glory. Take 
tram N°5 from 11. Novembra krastmala to the second stop 
over the Akmens Bridge.

Amber Way Tel. 67 27 19 15, fax 67 27 19 31, 
www.sightseeing.lv. Bus tours and walking tours of the 
city in a variety of languages as well as excursions to the 
Rastrelli masterpiece, Rundāle Palace. For specific times 
and meeting places visit their website.
Riga Out There Tel. 29 38 94 50/67 48 24 43, 
www.out-there.eu. Offer daytrips to Sigulda, Jūrmala, 
Rundāle Palace and the Ethnographic Museum in Riga 
as well as nightlife tours of the Latvian capital. Also 
organise extreme sports excursions, airport transfers, 
accommodation and much more. Q A

Activities, excursions & Tours

Embassy row on Elizabetes iela M.Zaprauskis
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You can fly direct from Riga to dozens of major cities 
including Dublin, London, Frankfurt and New York, not 
to mention more exotic locales such as Baku, Dubai, 
Dushanbe and Tashkent. For a complete schedule 
and a list of airlines that service Riga visit www.riga-
airport.com.

Flight schedule

Days Dep Arr Ship Dep Arr Days
From Riga Lubeck To Riga

2 02:00 11:00 Envoy 21:00 08:00 3
5 21:00 06:00 Envoy 10:00 21:00 7

From Riga Stockholm To Riga
17:30 09:30 Romantika* 17:00 11:00
17:30 09:30 Festival** 17:00 11:00

From Ventspils Rostock+ To Ventspils
2,5 04:00 07:30 Fellow 19:00 23:30 3,6
4,7 04:00 07:30 Urd 19:00 23:30 2,5

From Ventspils Nynashamn
(Stockholm)+

To Ventspils

2 00:30 10:00 Ask 10:30 22:00 1
3 09:30 19:00 Ask 19:00 06:30 2
4 20:30 08:00 Ask 22:30 09:30 3
6 18:00 06:00 Ask 22:00 10:00 5
7 23:30 09:00 Ask 08:30 20:00 7

From Liepāja Lubeck++
(Travemunde)

To Liepāja

2 10:00 09:00 Ave Liepāja 13:00 14:00 3
4 18:00 18:00 Ave Liepāja 22:00 20:00 5
6 24:00 22:00 Ave Liepāja 24:00 01:00 7

Ferry schedule

+ Visit www.scandlines.lv for more information. ++ Visit www.aveline.lv for 
more information. * Departs Riga on odd days in October and even days in 
November. ** Departs Riga on even days in October and odd days in November.
Schedule subject to change.

Need to know how much a tram or trolleybus costs? Want 
to know what time a train leaves for Jūrmala or when to 
catch an overnight bus to Berlin? Read on.

Airport
Airport (Lidosta) Tel. 1187 (local toll call)/29 31 11 
87 (toll call from abroad), www.riga-airport.com. Riga 
international airport, known throughout the world as RIX, 
lies some 13km southwest of the city. The Airport Express 
shuttle stops at three different hotels (Hotel Riga, Nordic 
Bellevue and Monika) in the city centre and two hotels on 
the left bank of the river (Islande Hotel and ABC Hotel) every 
30 minutes between 05:30 - 00:45. The trip costs 3Ls. Bus 
N°22 leaving from 13. janvāra will take you there for a mere 
0.60Ls (departure times - www.rigassatiksme.lv). Unfortu-
nately, the excellent N°22A express bus service to the airport 
has been terminated.
The airport has undergone major improvements over the 
years and the latest upgrade includes a new terminal for 
low cost airlines. A TGIFriday’s is available at the far right 
of the airport and a LIDO Latvian restaurant is open on the 
top floor of the main terminal for those who want a last sip 
of a local beer or who just can’t stand airplane food. Latvian 
souvenirs from music CDs to local alcohol are available at a 
shop located on the other side of the security checkpoint. For 
more information visit its comprehensive website.

Airline offices
Aeroflot F-3, Skolas 9, tel.  67 78 07 70, www.aeroflot.
lv. QOpen 09:00 - 17:00. Closed Sat, Sun.
airBaltic Airport, tel.  90 00 60 06, www.airbaltic.lv. 
The Latvian national airline flies to dozens of destinations 
throughout Europe and Central Asia. QOpen 05:00 - 23:00. 
Also on C-4, Elizabetes 85a (Berga Bazārs), tel. 67 22 42 82. 
Open 09:00 - 18:00, Sat, Sun 10:00 - 16:00.
ČSA Czech Airlines Airport, tel.  67 20 76 36, www.
czechairlines.com. QOpen 06:45 - 17:00, Sat, Sun 11:00 
- 16:00.

Finnair Airport, tel.  67 20 70 10, www.finnair.com. 
QOpen 09:00 - 17:30, Sat, Sun 12:00 - 15:00.
LOT (Polish Airlines) Airport, tel.  67 20 71 13, www.
lot.com. Q
Lufthansa Airport, tel.  67 50 77 11, www.lufthansa.lv. 
QOpen 09:00 - 17:00, Sat, Sun 11:30 - 15:30.
Norwegian Tel.  90 00 62 00, www.norwegian.no. 
Norway’s low cost airline offers cheap direct flights to Oslo 
and Trondheim.
Ryanair www.ryanair.com. Europe’s leading budget 
airline now offers cheap direct flights between Riga and Bre-
men, Bristol, Brussels, Dublin, Dusseldorf, Frankfurt (Hahn), 
Glasgow (Prestwick), Liverpool, London (Stansted), Milan, 
Stockholm (Skavsta) and Tampere, Finland.
SmartLynx Airport, tel.  67 20 73 92, www.smartl-
ynxweb.com. A subsidiary of Icelandair Group that offers 
charter flights.
Turkish Airlines Airport, tel.  67 35 94 44, www.thy.
com. QOpen 09:30 - 17:00, Sat, Sun 12:30 - 17:00.
Uzbekistan Airways B-3, Elizabetes 11, tel.  67 32 45 
63, www.uzairways.com. Direct flights to New York (JFK) 
and Tashkent. QOpen 09:00 - 18:00, Fri 09:00 - 17:00. 
Closed Sat, Sun.
Wind Jet www.volawindjet.it. Flights to Forli, Italy.

Car rental
AddCar Rental Airport, tel.  67 66 82 55/ 26 58 96 74, 
fax  67 66 82 56, riga@addcarrental.com, www.addcar-

rental.com. An inexpensive alternative to 
the large brand name car rental agencies. 
Short and long term rental of new cars for 
travel in all three Baltic nations. Q A
Auto Tel.  29 58 04 48, www.carsrent.
lv. Only €40 - 50/day and an English-
speaking driver can also be hired if you 
don’t feel like sitting at the wheel. It also 
offers 24-hour reservation, unlimited mile-
age and free delivery to any Riga address. 
Q Open 24hrs.
Autorent Olīvu 9, tel.  28 28 88 28, 
info@rentalcar.lv, www.rentalcar.lv. 
New and used cars for very low prices. 
Free delivery in Riga and the airport. Unlim-
ited mileage. Q Open 24hrs. A
Baltic Car Lease - Sixt Franchisee 
Airport, tel.  67 20 71 21, fax  67 20 71 
31, rent@sixt.lv, www.sixt.lv. QOpen 
09:00 - 18:00. A
EgiCarRent Jelgava, Tērvetes 80, tel.  
29 53 10 44, fax  63 02 63 39, egicar-
rent@egi.lv, www.egi.lv. This company 
will deliver the Volvo car of your choosing to 
the airport or anywhere in Latvia 24 hours 
a day. Q Open 24hrs. A
Europcar C-4, Tērbatas 10/12, tel.  
67 22 26 37, fax  67 82 03 60, www.
europcar.lv. Q Also at the airport, tel. 
67 20 78 25. A RC
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Ferries
Ave Line Uriekstes 3, tel.  67 09 79 79, www.aveline.lv. 
Ferries from Liepāja to Lubeck (Travemunde), Germany.
DFDS Tor Line Zivju 1, tel.  67 35 35 23, www.
dfdstorline.lv. Passenger and cargo ferry between Riga 
and Lubeck, Germany. Ferries depart from the Vecmīlgrāvis 
terminal: Zivju 1.
Scandlines Ventspils, Plostu 7, tel.  63 60 73 58, fax  
63 60 73 55, www.scandlines.lv. Regular passenger 
and cargo ferries from Ventspils to Rostock, Germany and 
Nynashamn, Sweden (60km from Stockholm).
Tallink B-2, Eksporta 3a, tel.  67 09 97 00, www.tallink.
lv. Tallink provides regular ferry service between Riga and 
Stockholm. QOpen 09:00 - 19:00. Also at D-4, Stacijas lau-
kums 2 (Train station - Tunnel A). Open 09:00 - 21:00. A

Public transport
Riga has nine tram lines, 20 trolleybus routes and 54 bus 
routes that operate from as early as 05:00 to as late as 
01:00, depending on the route. Buy a ticket from the driver 
for 0.60Ls or purchase a cheaper e-talons ticket before-
hand at designated Riga Transport (Rīgas Satiksme) ticket 
offices, at public transport ticket machines or at Narvesen 
and Plus Punkts newsstands and Rimi supermarkets. 
Passengers can choose from a wide variety of differ-
ent ticket options which include tickets for five (2Ls), 10 
(3.80Ls) and 20 (7.20Ls) rides or tickets good for one 
(1.50Ls), three (4.60Ls) or five (7.60Ls) days of travel. The 
tickets are valid for trams, trolleybuses and city buses. If 
you buy an e-talons ticket you have to press it up against 
the electronic ticket readers on the bus or tram as soon 
as you board the vehicle. The green light will flash and the 
display will show you how many more rides are left on the 
card (e.g. Atlikums: 7).

In Your Pocket guides have been online, in full, 
since 1995, and our company has continually 
been at the cutting edge of internet development. 
The first travel publisher to offer free PDF guides 
(back in 2002) you can now download our entire 
range of travel guidebooks - for free and in full 
- from our website, inyourpocket.com.

Facebook & Twitter
Become a fan of In Your Pocket on Facebook, 
or follow us on Twitter, and you can get inside 
information on what’s happening around the 
Pocket world, as well as win exclusive prizes - such 
as the tickets we gave away to the opening of the 
New Acropolis Museum in Athens, in June. You will 
also find out first about new guides, new bars, 
restaurants etc., and our team of Twitterers is 
also on hand to answer any travel questions. Find 
us at twitter.com/inyourpocket.

On inyourpocket.com
RC
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From Riga To Riga
Dep Arr City Dep Arr

07:10 10:53 Daugavpils 06:14 09:06
16:10 19:03 Daugavpils 07:24 10:58
17:25 21:03 Daugavpils 18:00 21:52
18:40 22:51 Gulbene 04:00 07:56
18:30 21:35 Liepāja 06:00 09:10
10:28 14:40 Ludza 04:11 08:30
16:45 21:07 Ludza 16:26 20:40
16:20 09:41 Moscow 19:10 10:10
18:10 12:16 Moscow 21:02 12:05
19:30 09:08 St.Petersburg 22:08 09:35
06:35 09:48 Valka (Valga) 05:25 08:40
13:54 17:11 Valka (Valga) 10:27 13:39
18:05 21:07 Valka (Valga) 17:29 20:39
18:15 20:58 Ventspils 06:20 09:05

Long distance train schedule

Trains to Sigulda, Cēsis, Valmiera, Jūrmala and Jelgava 
depart the central station frequently. For exact times 
visit www.ldz.lv. Schedule subject to change.

Long-distance buses
Bus Station (Autoosta) J-3, Prāgas 1, tel.  90 00 00 
09, www.autoosta.lv. The bus station is open from 05:00 
- 24:00. For information try the info centre (08:00 - 21:00) 
next to the main entrance. Riga is linked to major European 
cities in the East and West. The bus is quicker and cheaper 
than the train but they often fill up quickly, especially during 
the summer. Ticket counters 1 - 9 sell tickets to all local 
destinations. For buses to Kyiv, Moscow and Western Europe 
visit the international ticket office or starptautiskā kase next 
to the waiting room or contact the following:
Ecolines J-3, Prāgas 1 (Bus station), tel.  67 21 45 
12, www.ecolines.net. Buses to a number of destinations 
throughout Europe. QOpen 07:00 - 21:30. Also on C-5, Čaka 
45, tel. 67 27 44 44. Open 09:00 - 19:00. Closed Sat, Sun.
Eurolines J-3, Prāgas 1 (Bus station), tel.  67 21 40 
80, www.eurolines.lv. Avoid the crowds at the ticket 
counter and buy e-tickets online on its website. QOpen 
06:40 - 22:00. A
Nordeka Dzirciema 121, tel.  67 46 46 20, www.
nordeka.lv. Operate both foreign and domestic bus routes. 
Tickets can be bought at the bus station any day of the week 
08:00 - 23:00. QOpen 08:00 - 16:30. Closed Sat, Sun.

Taxis
All licensed cabs have special yellow licence plates. Insist 
on the meter being turned on. For shorter journeys try not 
to pay more than 3Ls. To avoid being swindled order a taxi 
by phone or use the cabs at the Reval Hotel Latvija or the 
Albert Hotel.
Baltic Taxi Tel.  20 00 85 00, www.baltictaxi.lv. Run 
by the national airline airBaltic, this company charges a flat 
fee of 9Ls from the airport to anywhere in Riga and vice 
versa. Q A
Lady Taxi Tel.  27 80 09 00. All cabs are driven exclusively 
by female drivers.
Rīgas Taksometru Parks Tel.  80 00 13 13, www.
rtp.lv. Q A
Smile Taxi Tel.  22 33 03 30, www.taksometrs.lv.

Tours & Travel
Area Tours Tel.  29 58 04 48. A jolly Latvian man will take 
you on English-language tours around the country with a car 
or van. Available day or night.
Travel 2 Riga Tel.  29 22 83 10, www.travel2riga.
com. A UK educated Latvian has been organising group 
tours to Latvia since 2005. Excursions to the countryside, 
nightlife tours, activities and much more can all be arranged. 
Q A

Trains
Central Station (Centrālā Stacija) D-4, Stacijas lau-
kums, tel. 1181. Tickets for immediate departures have to 
be bought in the main ticket hall on the right side of the main 
entrance, counters N°1 to 13. Tickets for international trains 
are sold at counters N°1 to 6. For overnight trips to Minsk or 
St. Petersburg choose the more luxurious coupe, four-bunk 
compartments or, on the train to Moscow, the first class SV, 
two-bunk compartments, with video and on-board service. Do 
not confuse perons (the platform) and ceļš (the track). They 
are numbered separately in Latvia and can be quite confusing. 
Pietur means stops and nepietur means doesn’t stop, so if 
you see a train schedule with a list of towns and cities in the 
margin, it is best to check whether the train stops there or 
not. QOpen 05:00 - 24:00.
Latvian Railways (Latvijas Dzelzceļš) D-4, Gogoļa 
3, tel. 1181, www.ldz.lv.

From Riga To Riga
Dep Arr City Dep Arr

10:40 06:45 Berlin** 22:00 18:55
18:30 23:50 (5) Budapest** (3) 01:55 11:15
22:10 07:05 Kaliningrad* 21:00 06:00
10:40 16:15 Kaunas** 15:05 18:55
16:00 10:00 (ex.3) Kyiv** (ex.3) 19:00 13:00
12:30 17:00 Klaipeda* 00:30 05:10
18:30 23:15 Klaipeda* 07:00 11:55
18:30 12:35 (5) Krakow** (3,7) 14:15 11:15
17:30 10:00 Moscow** 20:30 09:30
18:30 18:30 (3,6) Prague** (1,5) 09:00 11:15
08:30 21:10 St. Petersburg* 11:15 21:50
18:45 07:05 St. Petersburg* 23:35 10:50
21:30 11:00 St. Petersburg** 20:10 08:30
01:25 06:30 Tallinn* 00:30 05:10
07:00 11:25 Tallinn* (ex.6,7) 05:45 10:00
10:00 14:25 Tallinn* 07:00 11:25
12:30 16:55 Tallinn* 10:00 14:30
15:30 20:00 Tallinn* 12:30 16:55
17:00 21:15 (ex.6,7) Tallinn* 15:45 20:10
18:30 22:55 Tallinn* 18:30 22:55
21:00 01:15 Tallinn* 21:00 01:50
08:00 12:15 Tallinn** 06:30 10:30
12:00 16:15 Tallinn** 14:00 18:10
19:00 23:15 Tallinn** 19:00 23:15
08:30 12:50 Tartu* 06:35 10:45
18:45 22:40 Tartu* 17:40 21:45
19:00 22:55 Tartu** 06:30 10:30
08:00 12:15 Vilnius* 00:30 04:55
09:45 14:00 Vilnius* 07:00 11:30
12:30 17:00 Vilnius 09:30 13:45
15:30 19:45 Vilnius* 13:30 18:00
18:45 23:15 Vilnius* 18:30 22:45
10:40 14:40 Vilnius** (ex.3,5) 11:25 18:55
10:40 22:55 Warsaw** 06:15 18:55
22:10 08:30 (3,5,6) Warsaw* (2,5,6) 19:30 08:15

International bus schedule

* Eurolines ** Ecolines Buses run daily except where 
noted otherwise (numbers in parentheses indicate days 
of departure; ex. indicates days when there are no depar-
tures). For more destinations visit either www.eurolines.lv 
or www.ecolines.lv. Schedule subject to change.
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 Letters       Postcards
Within Latvia 0.35Ls 0.33Ls
Baltics 0.50Ls 0.45Ls
Europe 0.50Ls 0.45Ls
Farther afield 0.55Ls 0.50Ls

Postal rates

Telephone codes
International country codes
Austria 43
Australia 61
Belgium 32
Canada/USA 1 
Cuba 53
Czech Rep. 420
Denmark 45
Estonia 372
Finland 358

France 33
Germany 49
Greece 30
Ireland 353
Israel 972
Italy 39
Japan 81
Latvia 371
Lithuania 370

Norway 47
Poland 48
Russia 7
Spain 34
Sweden 46
Switzerland 41
Turkey 90
Ukraine 380
UK 44

The above international country codes should be prefixed with 
00 if dialling from inside Latvia.

Like most Europeans, Latvians are absolutely mad for new 
technological gadgets and most locals wouldn’t be caught 
dead with last year’s mobile phone. Wireless internet is 
also sweeping the nation and even the post office has 
been modernised, excluding, of course, some of its elder 
staff that still insist on barking orders at patrons.

Express mail
Autopasts J-3, Prāgas 1, tel. 67 22 96 84, www.
autopasts.lv. Delivery by bus to major cities in the Baltics, 
Helsinki, Kaliningrad and Minsk. Located in the back of the bus 
station on the canal side. QOpen 07:00 - 21:00.
Cargobus D-4, Gogoļa 13 (entrance from Puškina), 
tel. 67 22 55 66, www.cargobus.eu. A reliable, quick and 
inexpensive way to send parcels of all sizes across the Baltic 
region. Q Open 09:00 - 18:00. Closed Sat, Sun. A
City Express (Moped couriers) B-4, Skolas 30, tel. 
67 27 81 27, www.cityexpress.lv. 24-hour deliveries avail-
able. QOpen 09:00 - 18:00. Closed Sat, Sun.
FedEx Zemitāna 2b, tel. 80 00 53 00/67 84 36 30, www.
fedex.com/lv. QOpen 08:30 - 17:30. Closed Sat, Sun.
HRX Express Dzelzavas 120j, tel. 67 50 59 69, fax 67 
50 59 60, www.hrx.lv. Specialise in delivery of packages 
and cargo to Scandinavia, the Baltics and Poland. QOpen 
07:00 - 20:00. Closed Sat, Sun.

Internet cafés
DR Centrs C-4, Elizabetes 75, tel. 67 28 13 24. Eight 
computers at 1.20Ls/hour as well as coffee, beer, wine and 
liquor! Not many gamers either. QOpen 09:30 - 22:00, Sat, 
Sun 10:00 - 21:00.
Interneta bārs C-4, Arhitektu 1, tel. 67 22 21 03. Over 
a dozen computers in a dimly lit cellar near the University. 
0.50Ls/hour. Q Open 24hrs.

Mobile phones
FivePlus Tel. 67 35 55 77, www.fiveplus.lv. An MVNO 
(Mobile Virtual Network Operator).
LMT Ropažu 6, tel. 80 00 00 76/67 77 35 11, www.
lmt.lv.QOpen 09:00 - 19:00. Closed Sat, Sun.
Tele2 Mūkusalas 41b, tel. 67 06 00 69, www.tele2.lv. 

Post
Central Post Office H-3, Brīvības bulv. 32, tel. 67 50 
28 15/67 00 80 01, www.pasts.lv.QOpen 07:30 - 20:00, 
Sat 08:00 - 18:00, Sun 10:00 - 16:00.
Post Office F-3, Elizabetes 41/43, tel. 67 33 16 09. 
QOpen 07:30 - 21:00, Sat 08:00 - 16:00. Closed Sun.
Post Office I-2, Grēcinieku 1, tel. 67 22 60 79, www.
pasts.lv. QOpen 07:30 - 19:00, Sat 09:00 - 16:00. Closed 
Sun.

Public telephones
Public telephones are all over town. Telephone cards worth 
2 and 5Ls can be bought at any post office and most shops. 
Digital rules apply. Cards and digital telephone booths are 
also available throughout the countryside. The number of 
each booth and dialling instructions are listed inside.
Lattelecom Tel. 80 00 80 40, www.lattelecom.lv.

Telephone
The explosive demand for phone numbers has prompted 
the government to move from a seven-digit to an eight-digit 
system. A 2 now precedes all mobile phone numbers and 
a 6 has been added to all fixed numbers, except 800 and 
900 numbers. To call numbers and mobile phones just dial 
the eight-digit number.
The same applies to numbers outside of Riga. Old two 
digit regional codes were simply added to the old five-digit 
numbers. These are now also preceded by a 6. Confused? 
Don’t be. Just dial the eight-digit number of the subscriber. 
To any other country: dial the international access code 00 
followed by the country code, the city code and the number. 
Information: tel. 80 00 80 40.
Lattelecom directory inquiry: tel. 1188, www.1188.lv.
Private directory services: www.zl.lv.
Lattelecom C-4, Dzirnavu 105, tel. 80 00 80 40, www.
lattelecom.lv.

Wireless internet
If you’d like to check your e-mail or just surf the net while sip-
ping a cappuccino or a beer then all you have to do is find a 
café with the Lattelecom Wi-Fi symbol and purchase a card 
behind the bar. Your laptop must have a WLAN Wi-Fi 802.11b 
network adapter and the necessary software installed which 
comes standard in all portable PCs. If however you’re on a 
tight budget you’ll be happy to know that many hotels, includ-
ing the Reval Group, now offer free wireless internet access in 
their rooms, restaurants, bars and reception areas. Internet 
cafés are also available around town.

Kronvalda Park by the Riga Freeport building   M.Zaprauskis
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If there were only two words to sum up the shopping expe-
rience in Latvia, they would have to be ‘really expensive.’ 
Prices of imported goods tend to be inexplicably high, with 
simple things like a pair of Nike trainers costing in lats 
what they would in euro most anywhere else in Europe. 
Local crafts, jewllery, food and alcohol, however, are still 
relatively cheap. Shops are scattered throughout Riga, 
with the highest number being concentrated around the 
Old Town and near the centre. Several shiny new malls 
have also opened on the outskirts of Riga.

Alcohol & Tobacco
Latvijas Balzams I-3, Audēju 8, tel. 67 22 88 14. Over 
50 different Latvian alcoholic beverages including the famous 
Rīga Black Balsam. Also sells Balzams t-shirts while supplies 
last. QOpen 09:00 - 22:00, Sun 10:00 - 22:00. Also on I-2, 
Šķūņu 16; I-3, Vaļņu 21; C-5, Čaka 58; D-4, Marijas 1; and 
many other locations. A
Tabakas Nams (Tobacco House) H-2, Vaļņu 8, tel. 
67 22 58 97. Alcohol and plenty of cigars. QOpen 08:00 
- 22:00, Sun 10:00 - 20:00. Also on B-4, Dzirnavu 31; C-4, 
Brīvības 37. A

Antiques
Antikvariāts Del Arte C-4, Barona 16/18, tel. 29 
48 15 68, www.antikvars.lv. Small shop offering a bit of 
everything including paintings, porcelain, books, old records, 
Soviet medals, a great selection of antique postcards and 
even vintage handbags. QOpen 10:00 - 18:00, Sat 11:00 
- 17:00. Closed Sun.
Antiqua I-3, Vaļņu 25, tel. 67 22 59 30. Lithographs, 
maps, paintings, sculpture, books, furniture and fine arts. 
QOpen 12:00 - 17:00, Sat 11:00 - 15:00. Closed Sun. A
Galerija C-4, Dzirnavu 53, tel. 67 28 29 78. Soviet 
memorabilia, books, coins and assorted nick-nacks. QOpen 
10:00 - 19:00, Sat 11:00 - 17:00. Closed Sun.
Konvents I-2, Kaļķu 9/11 (Koventa Sēta), tel. 67 08 75 
42. Antique furniture, books, icons and porcelain. QOpen 
10:00 - 19:00. A
Raritets C-5, Čaka 45, tel. 67 27 51 57. Icons, Riga 
porcelain, paintings, coins, stamps, silverware and furniture. 
QOpen 10:00 - 18:00, Sun 10:00 - 16:00. Closed Sat.
Retro A B-6, Tallinas 54, tel. 67 31 53 06. Messy and 
filled to the rafters, it has all the makings of a good antique 
shop. Porcelain, paintings, icons, war memorabilia, Soviet 
nick-nacks, books, furniture and even busts of Lenin and Hitler. 
QOpen 10:00 - 17:00, Sat 10:00 - 14:00. Closed Sun.
Roma Antīks H-3, Kaļķu 28, tel. 67 08 76 42. Paintings, 
icons and porcelain. QOpen 10:00 - 22:00. A
Volmar I-1, Krāmu 4, tel. 67 21 42 78. Paintings, religious 
icons, porcelain, memorabilia and much more. QOpen 10:00 
- 20:00, Sun 11:00 - 18:00. A

Books
Globuss I-3, Vaļņu 26, tel. 67 22 69 57. A large selection 
of of classic English-language literature as well as a some 
contemporary novels. QOpen 09:00 - 19:00, Sat 10:00 
- 19:00. Closed Sun. A
Jāņa Rozes C-5, Blaumaņa 31, tel. 67 24 04 13, www.
jr.lv. A decent selection of contemporary and classic litera-
ture in English. QOpen 10:00 - 19:00, Sat 10:00 - 17:00. 
Closed Sun. A
Jāņa Sēta C-4, Elizabetes 83/85, tel. 67 24 08 94, 
www.mapshop.lv. Latvia’s largest selection of maps and 
travel books, not to metnion a wide variety of In Your Pocket 
guides. QOpen 10:00 - 19:00, Sat 10:00 - 17:00. Closed 
Sun. A

Robert’s Books G-1, Jēkaba 26/28. Owned and oper-
ated by a Riga expat, this shop sells second-hand English 
language books and even some used DVDs. You can find 
anything from guidebooks and romance novels to award-
winning contemporary literature for 1, 3 or 5Ls. Newspapers 
and a wi-fi connection are also available. QOpen 12:00 
- 17:30. Closed Sun.
Valters un Rapa H-3, Aspazijas 24, tel. 67 22 74 82, 
www.valtersunrapa.lv. This book shop on three floors is 
probably the biggest in the Baltics, and now has a café in the 
basement. Mostly Latvian and Russian books, as well as local 
maps and guides like this one. QOpen 09:00 - 21:00, Sat 
10:00 - 21:00, Sun 10:00 - 16:00. A

Flowers
Elizete B-3, Elizabetes 25, tel. 67 32 24 09, www.
elizete.lv. Also provide flower delivery in Latvia and abroad. 
QOpen 08:00 - 19:00, Sat 09:00 - 16:00. Closed Sun. A
Flower Market C-4, Tērbatas by Vērmanes Garden. 
The biggest selection of flowers from near and far. Q 
Open 24hrs.
Kallas zieds C-5, Ģertrūdes 62, tel. 67 24 44 01. Q
Open 08:00 - 19:00, Sat 09:00 - 17:00. Closed Sun. A
Linda I-3, Zirgu 3, tel. 67 21 13 59. A quick option in Old 
Riga. QOpen 08:30 - 18:00, Sat 09:00 - 15:00. Closed 
Sun.

Gifts & Souvenirs
Amber Line H-2, Torņa 4 (Jēkaba kazarmas), tel. 67 32 
50 58, www.amberline.lv. Designer amber jewellery for all 
budgets set in silver, gold, platinum, steel and even titanium. 
QOpen 10:00 - 20:00. Also at H-2, Šķūņu 6, tel. 67 22 00 
79; H-2, Smilšu 8, tel. 67 22 88 07; D-4, Stacijas laukums 2 
(Origo), tel. 67 07 39 31; H/1-2, Tirgoņu 17, tel. 67 21 52 86; 
Audēju 16 (Galerija Centrs), tel. 67 10 44 57; and four other 
shops on H-2, Torņa 4 (Jēkaba kazarmas). A
Art Nouveau Riga B-3, Strēlnieku 9, tel. 67 33 30 30, 
www.artnouveauriga.lv. The only shop in Riga to exclusively 
sell Art Nouveau merchandise. Buy small plaster faces from 
Riga’s most famous facades, silk scarves with Art Nouveau 
designs, mugs, greeting cards, books and linens. Naturally, it’s 
located at the end of Alberta iela opposite the Art Nouveau 
Museum. QOpen 10:00 - 19:00. A
Linen Fantasies C-4, Elizabetes 22 - 6, tel. 29 25 67 
31, www.linen.lv. This shop specialises in Latvia’s most 
sought after fabric - linen. Buy anything from oil paintings and 
aprons to handbags and towels all made from 100% linen. 
QOpen 11:00 - 16:00.
Līvs I-2, Kalēju 7, tel. 67 22 90 10. Excellent selection of 
rings and necklaces modelled after ancient jewellery. Also 
have a wide variety of woven items. QOpen 10:00 - 18:00, 
Sat 10:00 - 16:00. Closed Sun. A
Rota I-2, Kalēju 9/11 (Konventa Sēta), tel. 67 08 75 46. 
Mostly amber, ceramics and other Latvian trinkets. QOpen 
10:00 - 19:00. A
Salons Māksla C-4, Brīvības 52, tel. 67 28 08 55/29 
33 14 41, salons.maksla@inbox.lv. Opened in 1939, Riga’s 
oldest art gallery offers a broad range of contemporary and 
modern art that will satisfy serious collectors, utter neo-
phytes and everyone in between. Buy anything from modern 
jewellery, porcelain objects, bronze figures and glassware to 
paintings by both popular local artists and Latvian old mas-
ters. QOpen 11:00 - 18:00. Closed Sat, Sun. A
Sāmsalas kalēji I-2, Laipu 6/4, tel. 67 22 44 96, www.
samsalaskaleji.lv. The so-called Blacksmiths from Saare-
maa sell all kinds of handmade items from door handles to 
candelabras. Call ahead on Sundays to make sure it’s open. 
QOpen 10:00 - 18:00. ARC
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Amber The petrified sap isn’t as plentiful as it is in 
Lithuania or Kaliningrad, but it still washes up on Latvian 
beaches. It’s sold in all souvenir shops and there are 
dozens of amber stalls behind St. Peter’s Church, on 
Vaļņu iela behind Hotel Riga and on Līvu laukums.
Antiques You can find antique shops in and around Old 
Riga. If you’re looking for good deals on old unpolished, 
unframed materials, try the shops on C-5, Avotu iela 
between Ģertrudes and Matīsa streets.
Art Nouveau souvenirs Nothing screams Riga like a 
screaming gargoyle. Buy Art Nouveau silk scarves, post-
cards, ceramic dishes, books and plaster busts based on 
beautiful heads seen on the city’s best early 20th-cen-
tury facades at Art Nouveau Riga, B-3 Strēlnieku 9.
Designer handbags Una Vita produces fashionable 
handbags made from llama, cow and goat leather and wild 
fox, beaver and mink furs that are legally harvested here 
in Latvia by local hunters. Visit Una Vita (D-5, Lāčplēša 
87E, tel. 67 24 44 04, www.unavita.lv. Open 10:00 - 18:00. 
Closed Sat, Sun) or its website for more information.
Eco-Medications Although by no means a typical pur-
chase, the people at Silvanols Ltd., a local pharmaceutical 
company, produce a wide range of 100% natural food 
supplements, medications and vitamins, some of which 
are based on local folk remedies. Buy these Latvian-made 
products at any pharmacy in Riga or visit www.silvanols.
lv for more information.
Honey The Latvians revere their honey (medus) like the 
French do their wine and even claim that it has healing 
properties so taste some for free at The Honey Room 
(I-2, Pēterbaznīcas 17. Open 10:00 - 19:00).
Lingerie Latvia’s beautiful  and sexy women are legend-
ary, so perhaps it’s not surprising that the nation also has 
a major lingerie producer. Visit 
Lauma Lingerie (I-2, Kaļķu 2, 
tel. 67 22 10 53, www.lauma.lv) 
in Old Riga.
Local food The following can 
be found in any supermarket: 
Latvian rye (rupjmaize) and 
sourdough (saldskābmaize) 
breads are delicious, and easily 
transported. Sprats (šprotes) 
in oil, similar to sardines, are 
the perfect snack to go with 
the Latvian vodka you bought. 
Music Music is absolutely essential to Latvian life. Upe 
(I-2, Vāgnera 5. Open 11:00 - 19:00, Sat 10:00 - 16:00. 
Closed Sun) has the best selection of Latvian folk, rock 
and classical CDs in Riga.
Riga Black Balzams Originally intended as a cure-all 
elixir, Balzams has been made in Riga since the late 18th 
century and is still used today to alleviate hangovers and 
stomach-aches and as the main ingredient in many local 
cocktails. Consisting of over 24 herbal ingredients, it 
looks like used motor oil and is sold in charming ceramic 
jugs. Try it in coffee or currant juice.
Soviet memorabilia Cheap nick-knacks, coins, medals 
and busts of Lenin? Buy all the red remnants you crave 
in most antique shops around town.
Sweets The Laima factory in Riga has been producing 
delicious chocolates since 1870. They can be found in 
any supermarket or at Laima shops around town. For 
something more exotic buy an assortment of chocolate 
including beer truffles from Emihls Gustavs at Berga 
Bazārs and most shopping centres. 

What to buy in Latvia Senā Klēts I-1/2, Rātslaukums 1 (entrance from Mazā 
Jauniela - Rātes pasāža), tel. 67 24 23 98, www.senak-
lets.lv. Latvian folk costumes off the rack or made to order as 
well as jewellery, tablecloths, blankets and ceramics. QOpen 
10:00 - 19:00, Sat 10:00 - 17:00. Closed Sun. A
Tīne H-2, Vaļņu 2, tel. 67 21 67 28. An astounding amount 
of goods crafted by artisans from all over Latvia. Rows of 
mittens and hats, jewellery, ceramics and other souvenirs. 
Don’t miss the original medieval ceiling painting at the shop 
on Audēju. QOpen 09:00 - 19:00, Sun 10:00 - 17:00. Also 
at I-2/3, Audēju 10, tel. 67 35 01 11. A
Tornis I-2, Grēcinieku ielā 11-2 (entrance from 
Pēterbaznīcas), tel. 67 22 02 70, www.balturotas.lv. 
What do Hillary Clinton and Queen Margareth II of Denmark 
have in common? They have both bought jewellery here. An-
cient Baltic designs as well as modern pieces can all be found 
at the ‘Tower.’ Visit its excellent website for more information. 
QOpen 10:00 - 19:00, Sun 10:00 - 17:00. A
Žagatas Martas bode I-2, Laipu 5, tel. 29 46 37 48. 
It’s a funky little shop that sells all kinds of local custom-
designed jewellery, knick-knacks and fashion accessories. 
QOpen 11:00 - 19:00. Closed Sun.

Jewellery
Frey Wille H-2, Vaļņu 10, tel. 67 21 30 17, fax 67 21 
30 70, riga@frey-wille.com, www.frey-wille.com. This 
international chain of designer jewellers with shops in Los 
Angeles, London and many other world capitals has finally 
opened a shop in Riga. Buy modern, colourful gold and enamel 
jewellery inspired by art from ancient civilisations and more 
contemporary masterpieces by such names as Monet, Klimt 
and Mucha. QOpen 10:00 - 19:00, Sat 10:00 - 17:00. 
Closed Sun. A

Markets
Central Market J-3, Centrāltirgus 1, tel. 67 22 99 85, 
www.centraltirgus.lv. This giant bazaar with its five huge 
aircraft hangars is a truly fascinating place to visit. Buy meat, 
fish and produce inside. Buy CDs, appliances and clothing out-
side of the hangars for suspiciously low prices. Opening hours 
differ slightly for each pavilion. QOpen 08:00 - 17:00.
Latgales Market D-5, Sadovņikova 9a, tel. 67 22 39 
55. If you’ve had something stolen on your visit to Riga, you 
can probably buy it back here for a fraction of what it originally 
cost you. You’ll also find anything from army uniforms to sus-
piciously cheap software. QOpen 08:00 - 16:00.

Music
Randoms I-2, Kaļķu 4, tel. 67 22 52 12, www.randoms.
lv. Pop, Latvian, Russian, world, folk, heavy metal and alter-
native rock music, not to mention souvenirs including pricey 
t-shirts lampooning local politicians. QOpen 10:00 - 22:00, 
Sun 12:00 - 20:00. A
Upe H-2, Vāgnera 5, tel. 67 22 61 19, www.upett.lv. 
Upe, or river in English, is owned by local Latvian celebrity 
Ainars Mielavs. The shop sells folk music from around the 
globe including Latvian CDs as well as traditional instruments 
and souvenirs. QOpen 11:00 - 19:00, Sat 11:00 - 16:00. 
Closed Sun. A

Shoes
Birkenstock Duntes 19a (Sky & More shopping centre). 
Choose from a wide variety of sandals, clogs and children’s 
styles from one of the world’s leading footwear firms. Sativa 
bags and wallets made from ecologically grown hemp are also 
available. QOpen 10:00 - 22:00, Sun 10:00 - 21:00. A
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Shopping centres
Galerija Centrs I-3, Audēju 16, tel. 67 01 80 18, 
www.galerijacentrs.lv. It occupies nearly an entire block 
of Old Riga and houses cafés, a supermarket, and dozens 
of trendy shops. QOpen 10:00 - 21:00. Ground floor open 
08:00 - 22:00. A
Latvija Shopping Arcade C-4, Elizabetes 55 (Reval 
Hotel Latvija). A variety of shops that sell anything from 
souvenirs and home wares to gourmet delicacies and fast 
food hotdogs. QOpen 09:00 - 20:00. A
Mols E-6, Krasta 46, tel. 67 03 03 00, www.mols.lv. A 
huge modern glass structure which houses pretty much the 
same shops as all the other shopping malls. The Rimi hyper-
market is open 09:00 - 22:00. Take trams N°7 or 9 from the 
Opera to the Mazā kalna stop. QOpen 10:00 - 21:00. A
Origo D-4, Stacijas laukums 2, tel. 67 07 30 30, www.
origo.lv. Straddling the central train station, this vast shop-
ping centre on three floors offers countless shops with ev-
erything under the sun. Includes a supermarket (open 07:00 
-24:00) and a few restaurants. QOpen 10:00 - 21:00.

Speciality shops
Biotēka H-2, Šķūņu 12/14, tel. 67 21 12 68, www.
bioteka.lv. Latvia’s first health food shop offers certified 
organic, fairtrade, non-GM, vegetarian and vegan food, as 
well as a wide variety of organic juices, spice teas, Ayurvedic 
remedies and skin care products, food supplements, natural 
cruelty-free cosmetics and eco-friendly household cleaners. 
QOpen 10:00 - 19:00, Sat 11:00 - 16:00. Closed Sun. Also 
at C-4, Barona 24/26, tel. 67 82 10 50; D-1, Slokas 12, 
tel. 67 45 55 77. Open 10:00 - 19:00, Sat 11:00 - 16:00. 
Closed Sun; Duntes 19a (Sky & More - ground floor), tel. 67 
85 34 45. A
The Honey Room (Daugmales Jāņa bišu medus) 
I-2, Pēterbaznīcas 17, tel. 26 99 94 42, www.daug-
malesmedus.lv. This charming Old Riga shop offers beeswax 
candles and nearly a dozen different varieties of honey includ-
ing buckwheat, heather and linden blossom honeys that can 
be bought by the small jar or the bucket. You can also taste 
them on the premises while admiring the rare 17th-century 
ceiling fresco above. QOpen 10:00 - 19:00.
Hanumans C-5, Barona 56, tel. 67 27 24 90. Head 
down to the cellar of the Hare Krishna house to buy chutney, 
curry paste, exotic spices and even refrigerated ghee as well 
as incense, silk scarves and Indian trinkets. QOpen 10:00 
- 19:30, Sun 11:00 - 17:00. A
Otrā Elpa (Second Wind) C-4, Marijas 13 (Berga 
Bazārs), tel. 67 28 71 72. This shop sells second hand 
clothes, electronics, toys, board games, LPs, DVDs, books 
(some even in English) and lots of other stuff that people 
have donated. Proceeds go to local charities. QOpen 10:00 
- 19:00, Sat 10:00 - 17:00. Closed Sun. A

Supermarkets
Gastronome C-4, Brīvības 31, tel. 67 22 80 53, 
www.mc2.lv. The first boutique market and deli in Latvia. 
Buy exotic tea, gourmet coffee, a fresh baguette, loads of 
spices, a t-bone steak and a kilo of prawns or just have a 
seat with a glass of wine and a cheese platter. Q Open 
09:00 - 21:00, Sun 10:00 - 18:00. Also on Krasta 68a (mc2 
shopping centre), tel. 67 00 68 68. Open 10:00 - 21:00, Sun 
10:00 - 19:00. A
Rimi D-4, Stacijas laukums 2 (Origo), tel. 67 07 30 90, 
www.rimi.lv. This large chain of Western supermarkets sells 
nearly everything a supermarket should, but the hypermar-
kets on the outskirts of town are still your best bet for service 
and selection. QOpen 07:00 - 24:00. Also on I-3, Audēju 16, 
tel. 67 01 80 23. Open 08:00 - 22:00; Brīvības 372. Open 
08:00 - 23:00. A
Stockmann I-3, 13. janvāra 8, www.stockmann.lv. The 
deli counter is fantastic and the meat section actually offers 
real cuts of beef including steaks. It also stocks products 
you won’t find anywhere else in Riga like Chips Ahoy cookies, 
Campbell’s soup and Betty Crocker cake and brownie mix. 
QOpen 09:00 - 22:00, Sun 10:00 - 22:00. A

Sweets
Emihls Gustavs Chocolate C-4, Marijas 13/VI (Berga 
bazārs), tel. 67 28 39 59, www.sokolade.lv. Friendly staff 
are keen to offer useful suggestions on sinfully rich chocolates 
to eat on the premises or to take away. Gift-wrapping also 
available. QOpen 10:00 - 22:00, Sun 10:00 - 20:00. Also on 
I-3, Aspazijas bulv. 24, tel. 67 22 83 33. Open 09:00 - 22:00, 
Sun 11:00 - 21:00; and at most shopping centres. A
Laima I-3, Audēju 15, tel. 67 22 31 54, www.laima.lv. 
A chocoholic’s paradise! Latvia’s largest chocolate maker 
has outlets all over the city. Try the candy with liquor inside 
called Prozīt. QOpen 08:00 - 19:00, Sat 10:00 - 17:00. 
Closed Sun. Also at B-5, Miera 22 (factory outlet), tel. 67 
37 05 54. Open 09:00 - 19:00. Closed Sat, Sun; and many 
other locations. A

Wine shops
Eirovīns H-2, Smilšu 14, tel. 67 22 44 41, www.eirovins.
lv. Good selection of wine from around the globe. QOpen 
09:00 - 21:00, Sat 09:00 - 17:00. Closed Sun. Also at F-3, 
Dzirnavu 51, tel. 67 22 89 83. Open 08:00 - 22:00, Sat 09:00 
- 22:00, Sun 09:00 - 19:00. A
Ervins & Filles C-4, Dzirnavu 84 (Berga Bazārs), tel. 
67 28 70 45. Specialises in French boutique wines. QOpen 
10:00 - 20:00, Sat 10:00 - 19:00. Closed Sun. A
Hanzas vīni C-5, Ģertrūdes 53, www.hvg.lv. The widest 
selection of premium German wines in Riga. QOpen 10:00 
- 19:00, Sat 10:00 - 16:00. Closed Sun. A
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By some small miracle the local 
Virslīga side FC Vesntspils have 
become the first Latvian team to 
enter the group stage of the UEFA 
Europa League. This of course 
means that if you happen to be in 
Riga during the month of October, 
you’ll have a chance to see some 
world-class football at the Skonto 
Stadium (B-4, E.Melngaiļa 1a). Ap-
parently the Ventspils pitch isn’t up 
to the technical standards required by UEFA. But their 
loss is our gain. The boys from Ventspils will take on the 
Netherlands’ SC Heerenveen and Sporting Lisbon on 
Latvian soil in October and Hertha Berlin in December. 
Tickets can be bought at the stadium box office and the 
results might just surprise you as Ventspils earned a 
respectful 1-1 draw at Berlin in mid-September. You can 
also watch the Latvian national side take on Moldova for 
a World Cup qualifier at the same stadium on October 
14. Photo by Roberts Lismanis
October
Date Time  Game
1  22:05  FC Ventspils v. Heerenveen 
14  21:00  Latvia v. Moldova
22  22:05  FC Ventspils v. Sporting Lisbon 

Football matches in Riga

Want to get directions to the closest bowling alley or find 
a traditional Latvian sauna? Want to rent a bike or join a 
health club? You’ve come to the right place.

Bicycle rental
Gandrs D-1, Kalnciema 28, tel.  67 61 47 75, www.
gandrs.lv. Rent a mountain bike for 6Ls/day with a passport 
or driving license plus a 20Ls deposit. Also rent helmets and 
baby chairs as well as tents and other camping gear. QOpen 
10:00 - 19:00, Sat, Sun 10:00 - 17:00. A

Bowling
Bowlero Lielirbes 27, tel.  67 80 46 00, www.bowlero.
lv. This ultramodern entertainment centre offers 24 bowling 
lanes (7 - 13Ls depending on time), pool tables, a bar, and 
a trendy, upmarket restaurant. QOpen 12:00 - 24:00, Mon 
15:00 - 24:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 - 02:00. A
Islande C-2, Ķīpsalas 20, tel.  67 60 80 16, www.
islandehotel.lv. Six lanes in the cellar of the stylish Hotel 
Islande for 5.90 - 9.90Ls/hour. A bar and two pool tables are 
also available. QOpen 11:00 - 24:00. A
Toss Ķengaraga 6, tel.  67 13 59 00, www.toss.lv. 
With 24 lanes (5.40 - 13.20Ls/hour), it’s one of the largest 
bowling halls in the Baltics, featuring among other things 
pool tables, darts, a restaurant and, surprise, a bar. QOpen 
12:00 - 24:00, Fri 12:00 - 02:00, Sat 11:00 - 02:00, Sun 
11:00 - 24:00. A
Zelta boulinga centrs E-2, Uzvaras 2/4, tel.  67 61 
07 07, www.zelta.lv. 22 lanes for 5.99 - 13.49Ls/hour, 
four squash courts, one tennis court, 11 pool tables, indoor 
mini-football, arcade games and a bar/restaurant. QOpen 
12:00 - 24:00, Mon 15:00 - 24:00, Fri 12:00 - 02:00, Sat 
10:00 - 02:00, Sun 10:00 - 24:00.

Entertainment centres
Go Planet G. Astras 2b, tel.  67 14 63 46, www.go-
planet.lv. Explore 15,000m2 of indoor attractions including 
go-carts, a laser tag labyrinth, a Formula 1 simulator, the 
only 4D cinema in Eastern Europe, virtual reality gear, pool 
tables, children’s games and more. Three bars, a kids’ cafe 
and a restaurant are also at your disposal. Take trolleybus 
N°17 or N°23 from the Central train station to the ‘Mēbeļu 
nams’ stop and walk up one block. QOpen 12:00 - 22:00, 
Sat, Sun 11:00 - 22:00. A

Fitness clubs & Gyms
A+S C-5, Lāčplēša 60, tel.  67 28 95 67. QOpen 07:00 
- 22:00, Sat, Sun 09:00 - 14:00. A
Atlantis C-5, Lāčplēša 38, tel.  67 28 08 70, www.
atlantis.lv. QOpen 07:00 - 22:00, Sat 08:00 - 17:00. 
Closed Sun. A
City Fitness 
C-4, Marijas ielā 13/8 (Berga Bazārs), tel.  67 28 85 
85, www.cityfitness.lv. QOpen 07:00 - 22:00, Fri 07:00 
- 21:00, Sat, Sun 09:00 - 21:00. A
Joker klubs A-3, Katrīnas 12, tel.  67 09 98 00, www.
jokerklubs.lv. Although the gym is available from the early 
morning hours, the pool is usually only open from 10:00 
and even later at the weekend. See website for exact times. 
QOpen 07:00 - 23:00, Sat, Sun 08:00 - 23:00. AC
Radisson SAS Wellness Centre D-2, Kuģu 24, tel.  67 
06 11 24. Exclusive swimming pool, sauna and gym. QOpen 
07:00 - 23:00, Sat, Sun 09:00 - 21:00. AC
Reaktors A-3, Rūpniecības 27, tel.  67 50 92 10, www.
reaktors.lv. QOpen 07:00 - 22:00, Sat 09:00 - 17:00, Sun 
09:30 - 15:00. A

Golf
The following golf courses are open roughly until the end of 
October, but you should call ahead to arrange a tee time.

Golfs Viesturi Jaunmārupe, Viesturi 1, tel.  26 44 43 
90/ 29 21 96 99, www.golfsviesturi.lv. Nine holes for 
18 - 25Ls/person.
Ozo Golf Club Mīlgrāvja 16, tel.  67 39 43 99, www.
ozogolf.lv. 18 holes for 30 - 35Ls/person or 9 for 20 
- 25Ls. Owned by NHL star Sandis Ozoliņš. QOpen 08:00 
- 21:00. A
Saliena Golf Course Egļuciems, Babītes district, Riga 
region, tel.  67 16 03 00, www.salienagolf.com. 27 holes 
on two separate courses await you at Latvia’s largest golf 
club located between Riga and Jūrmala: an 18-hole par 72 
and a 9-hole par 27. A driving range, pro shop and a cafe 
are available and PGA qualified trainers are also at your 
disposal. Q 18 holes Club Course for 22 - 28Ls/person; 
9 holes Club Course 15 - 20Ls/person; 9 holes Garden 
Course for 12 - 17Ls/person; 2 x 9 holes Garden Course 17 
- 22Ls/person. ALK

Paintball
Latvian Paintball Club B-4, Valdemāra 40, tel.  67 29 
14 00, www.paintball.lv. Bring your friends and choose 
from a variety of indoor and outdoor locations in Riga. Q
Open 10:00 - 19:00. Closed Sun.

Saunas
Baltā pirts B-6, Tallinas 71, tel.  67 27 17 33, www.
baltapirts.lv. Owned and operated by an American-Latvian, 
the White Sauna offers both traditional Latvian and modern 
saunas as well as a swimming pool, baths, a cafe and English-
speaking staff. QOpen 08:00 - 20:00, Fri, Sat 08:00 - 21:00, 
Sun 08:00 - 19:00. Closed Mon, Tue. (cashier is open until 
one hour before closing).

RC
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The Kontinental (sic) Hockey League, the successor 
to the Russian Super Hockey League, may not be as 
prestigious as the NHL in North America, but like most 
things Russian, its sheer scope is enormous. Spread out 
over a dozen time zones, the new league also includes 
three teams from beyond the borders of the Russian 
Federation. Dynamo Riga (Latvia), Dynamo Minsk 
(Belarus) and Barys Astana (Kazakhstan) will compete 
with 21 Russian teams in the 2009-2010 season. Each 
team is also allowed a certain number of foreign play-
ers and major talents in the league include the likes of 
hockey god Jaromir Jagr who plays for Avangard Omsk. 
Many of the teams have 
adopted or kept their Soviet-
era names, hence all of the 
dynamos, locomotives and 
metallurgists. 
Most Dynamo Riga home 
games take place at Arena 
Riga, A-4, Skanstes 21, 
www.arenariga.com. Tickets 
can be bought at the arena 
at least three days prior 
to a match or at Biļešu serviss (www.bilesuserviss.lv) 
outlets throughout the city. For more information about 
Riga’s team visit www.dinamoriga.eu. Upcoming fixtures 
at Arena Riga include:

October
Date Time  Game
4  17:00  Dynamo Rīga v. Atlant Atlant Mytishchi 
18  17:00  Dynamo Rīga v. Amur Khabarovsk 
20  19:30  Dynamo Rīga v. Met. Novokuznetsk 
22  19:30  Dynamo Rīga v. Sibir Novosibirsk
26  19:30  Dynamo Rīga v. Dynamo Moscow 
30  19:30  Dynamo Rīga v. SKA St. Petersburg
November
19  19:30  Dynamo Rīga v. Spartak Moscow
21  17:00  Dynamo Rīga v. Lokomotiv Yaroslavl
23  19:30  Dynamo Rīga v. HC MVD

Hockey: Dynamo Riga

Masonu pirts C-5, Čaka 71, tel.  67 31 48 26. Rented 
out to larger groups this place offers a variety of saunas, 
small pools, a hot tub and a small banquet hall for parties. 
QOpen 24hrs.
Pirts Māras Muižiņas Jelagava Region, Vircava, tel.  
26 32 36 08. Traditional Latvian sauna, country B&B, whole-
some country food and even bread baking demonstrations.

Shooting galleries
Photo ID is required, so don’t forget to bring your passport.

D Dupleks Brīvības 197, tel.  67 27 17 97/ 29 12 33 
89. Real guns and live rounds, under close supervision, of 
course. Take tram N°11 from Barona across the VEF bridge 
to the VEF stop. Q By appointment only.
Regro S C-1, Daugavgrīvas 31, tel.  67 60 17 05, www.
regros.lv. Shooting with real guns in an underground Soviet 
fallout shelter. Choose from a wide variety of pistols and even 
automatic weapons from old Lugers to Uzis. Remember you’re 
charged for ammunition so a few seconds with an AK-47 could 
cost you dearly. QOpen 10:00 - 19:00, Sat 10:00 - 17:00. 
Closed Sun. Sundays by appointment only.
Riga Out There Tel.  29 38 94 50/ 67 48 24 43, 
www.out-there.eu. Don’t want to learn Russian just to fire 
a weapon? Afraid to communicate with Ivan when he’s got 
a Kalashnikov in his hands? The people at Riga Out There 
will organise a shooting session and do the talking for you. 
Q A

Skydiving
Aerodium Sigulda, A2 Riga - Sigulda highway, tel.  28 38 
44 00, www.aerodium.lv. If you’ve ever wanted to skydive, 
but decided that the risk was too great or the height too 
daunting, then the people at Aerodium have designed the 
perfect adrenalin ride for you. The only vertical wind tunnel in 
Eastern Europe is only a short ride from the Latvian capital 
just outside of Sigulda. Professional instructors will teach you 
all you need to know in only 20 minutes and then you’ll be 
ready to feel what it’s like to jump out of a plane but without 
the usual worry of a defective parachute and a life-ending 
bounce on the ground. A helmet, goggles, flight suit and 
other accessories are provided. Geronimo! Q Price: start-
ing at 15Ls/2 minutes. May - Sept 12:00 - 20:00; Oct - Apr 
by appointment only.

Swimming pools
Akvalande E-3, Mūkusalas 45/47, tel.  67 62 97 00, 
www.akvalande.lv. Three swimming pools including a 
100m long circular pool, waterslides, a children’s pool as 
well as a bar. Adults 5 - 6Ls, children 3 - 5Ls. QOpen 10:00 
- 21:30. A
Atlantis 
C-5, Lāčplēša 38, tel.  67 28 08 70, www.atlantis.lv. This 
small fitness club has a long, narrow pool that is available 
to the public for a fee.
Daugavas sporta nams B-6, Barona 107, tel.  67 31 
77 63, www.bjscdaugava.lv. Two swimming pools, small 
and large, as well as a rowing pool. Water aerobics, sauna and 
café also available. Adults 3 - 4.50Ls/45 minutes. QOpen 
07:00 - 22:00.
Līvu akvaparks Lielupe (Jūrmala), Viestura 24, tel.  
67 75 56 36, www.akvaparks.lv. Latvia’s largest indoor 
aqua park charges roughly 11Ls/adult for two hours of fun, 
but children under six can go for free. A wave pool, children’s 
pool, outdoor pool, water slides and other attractions are all 
at your disposal as well as a poolside bar. QOpen 12:00 
- 22:00, Sat 11:00 - 22:00, Sun 11:00 - 21:00. A

Ķīpsala Sports Centre C-2, Ķīpsalas 5, tel.  67 61 69 
89, www.baseins.lv. Large swimming pool for 4.50 - 6Ls/45 
minutes. QOpen 07:00 - 22:00, Sat, Sun 08:00 - 21:00.
Radisson SAS Wellness Centre D-2, Kuģu 24, tel.  
67 06 11 24. A swimming pool, sauna and gym for are all 
at your disposal just across the river. QOpen 07:00 - 23:00, 
Sun 08:00 - 22:00. A

Tennis
Enri Kalnciema 207, tel.  67 20 75 50, www.enri.lv. 
Indoor and outdoor courts for 6 - 12Ls/hour. QOpen 08:00 
- 22:00. Also at Stirnu 34a, tel. 67 80 22 08. A
Zelta boulinga centrs E-2, Uzvaras bulv. 2/4, tel.  67 
61 87 78, www.zelta.lv. One indoor court for 12 - 25Ls/hour 
depending on the time of day. QOpen 07:00 - 23:00. A

Yoga
Daya Yoga C-5, Stabu 51/2, tel.  26 55 50 60, www.
joga.lv. This yoga studio offers something for everyone: 
yoga for beginners, for professionals, for pregnant women 
and for children, a wide variety of massage options, medita-
tion classes and even Indian dance lessons. QOpen 09:00 
- 19:00, Sat 09:00 - 13:00. Closed Sun. A
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24-hour exchange
Marika D/C-4, Brīvības 30, tel.  67 28 08 75. Currency 
exchange booths (valūtas maiņa) offer decent rates. Torn 
notes or those with any scribblings are often refused by most 
banks and exchanges. Q Also on C-4, Dzirnavu 96, tel. 67 
24 34 55. Open 24hrs.

Dentists
Adenta A-4, Skanstes 13, tel.  67 33 93 00/ 29 12 08 
54, www.adenta.lv. Professional English-speaking staff. 
Also available at the weekend in emergencies. QOpen 08:00 
- 20:00. Closed Sat, Sun. A
Diplomatic Service Medical Centre C-4, Elizabetes 
57, tel.  67 22 99 42, www.dsmc.lv. English-speaking 
dentists. QOpen 08:00 - 20:00. Closed Sat, Sun.

Massage
Life Veda Institute of Authentic Ayurveda C-5, Bar-
ona 56, tel.  67 29 89 51/ 28 81 11 44, www.lifeveda.
lv/eng.php. The only authentic Ajurveda institute in the Bal-
tic region offers traditional Indian massages and treatments 
performed by certified Ajurvedic doctors and therapists from 
India. Although these ancient holistic medicinal treatments 
command astronomical prices in Western Europe, the same 
procedures are available here for a fraction of the cost. It also 
provides its services at major hotels.

Medical
ARS F-3, Skolas 5, tel.  67 20 10 07, www.ars-med.
lv. English-speaking doctors and a trauma centre. QOpen 
08:00 - 22:00, Sat, Sun 10:00 - 22:00.
Diplomatic Service Medical Centre C-4, Elizabetes 
57, tel.  67 22 99 42, www.dsmc.lv. English-speaking 
doctors and dentists. QOpen 08:00 - 20:00. Closed Sat, 
Sun. A

Notaries
Ernštreite Z. C-4, Barona 32, tel.  67 28 05 50, zane.
ernstreite@latvijasnotars.lv, latvijasnotars.lv. QOpen 
10:00 - 17:00. Closed Sat, Sun.
Lapiņa L. C-4, Pērses 9/11, tel.  67 28 77 33, laila.
lapina@latvijasnotars.lv, latvijasnotars.lv. QOpen 12:00 
- 18:00, Tue, Thu 10:00 - 16:00, Fri 09:00 - 15:00. Closed 
Sat, Sun.

Pharmacies
Ģimenes aptieka B-6, Tallinas 57b, tel.  67 31 42 11. 
Q Open 24 hrs. A
Vecpilsētas Mēness aptieka I-3, Vaļņu 28 (entrance 
from Audēju), tel.  67 21 33 40, www.menessaptieka.
lv. Q Open 24hrs. A

Schools
The International School of Latvia Jūrmala, Viestura 
6a, tel.  67 75 51 46, www.isl.edu.lv. A co-educational 
day school: pre-school to grade 12, EU and US accredited, 
with qualified teachers from around the world instructing 
in English.

Spas
ESPA Riga F-3, Baznīcas 4a, tel.  67 71 52 22, www.
espariga.com. ESPA Riga is the largest five-star spa in the 
Baltic and Scandinavian region with a futuristic interior and 
atmosphere that put one in mind of utopian societies found 
in science fiction films and novels. Hidden behind the beauti-
ful facade of an historic art nouveau building, you’ll find six 
modern floors of swimming pools, saunas, treatment rooms, 
gyms and relaxation areas - all of which include cutting-edge 
design and technology. Luxurious changing facilities are also 
at your disposal as well as a café serving healthy dishes and 
a shop selling the eco-friendly natural ESPA products that are 
used in treatments at the spa. Q A

Translations
Roberts Līsmanis Tel.  29 50 61 92/ 67 22 47 23. 
Specialising in Latvian-English and legal translation. Highly 
recommended by local expats. Member of the New York 
State Bar Association.
Skrivanek Latvia 
C-4, Brīvības 40 - 18, tel.  67 24 03 64/ 80 00 72 72, 
www.skrivanek.com/lv. QOpen 09:00 - 21:00, Sat 08:30 
- 17:00. Closed Sun.
Valodu Meistars B-5, Brīvības 85, tel.  67 27 56 23, 
www.languagemaster.lv. QOpen 09:00 - 18:30. Closed 
Sat, Sun.

Eating out Finding child-friendly 
restaurants and cafés in Riga can 
sometimes be a bit of a chore, but a 
few have realised that providing a play 
area for children can actually add to 
their bottom line. Vairāk Saules (C-4, 
Dzirnavu 60, tel. 67 28 28 78) offers 
a kids’ menu and all the legos a child 
could ever want and T.G.I.Friday’s 
(I-2, Kaļķu 6, tel. 67 22 90 70) offers 
colouring books and a kids’ menu.
Educational trips The Open-Air Ethnographic Mu-
seum (Brīvības gatve 440, tel. 67 99 45 15) is a great 
place for kids. Not only can children learn about Latvian 
customs and rural living, but they can also see people 
in period costume performing various tasks like shaping 
iron at the blacksmith’s. The Riga National Zoo (see 
What to see) is always a good option for kids.
Just for fun Līvu Akvaparks (Jūrmala, Lielupe, Viestura 
24, www.akvaparks.lv) offers a wave pool, a children’s 
pool, six water slides and a tubing river guaranteed to 
keep the kids happy all day long. The giant Lido Recre-
ation Centre (Krasta 76, www.ac.lido.lv) also has plenty 
to offer including a huge skating rink and lots of children’s 
attractions. You can also take the kids on a canal boat 
ride from G-2, Bastion Hill. On the other hadn, if you’re kids 
are into skateboarding, inline skating or BMX there’s a big 
skatepark in Grīziņkalns at the corner of B-6, Pērnavas 
and Ata streets that’s open to the public.

Riga for kids

DVD Baltija C-5, Bruņinieku 28, tel./fax 67 31 60 
96. English-speaking staff and a great selection of films. 
Become a member or leave a 10Ls deposit for each film.
QOpen 12:00 - 21:00.
Videoplanēta D-4, Stacijas laukums 2 (Origo - 
ground floor). Mostly DVDs for sale, but some are also  
available to rent. QOpen 10:00 - 22:00.

Home entertainment
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Foreign representations
For a complete list of embassies and consulates in Riga 
visit www.mfa.gov.lv/en/ministry/mission.
Belarus E-4, Jēzusbaznīcas 12, tel. 67 22 25 60, latvia@
belembassy.org, www.belembassy.org.
Canada B-4, Baznīcas 20/22, tel. 67 81 39 45, riga@
international.gc.ca, www.latvia.gc.ca.
China (People’s Republic of) E-3, Ganību dambis 5, 
tel. 67 35 70 23, chinaemb_lv@mfa.gov.cn.
Estonia C-4, Skolas 13, tel. 67 81 20 20, embassy.
riga@mfa.ee, www.estemb.lv.
Finland B-3, Kalpaka bulv. 1, tel. 67 07 88 00, sanomat.
rii@formin.fi, www.finland.lv.
Ireland B-3, Alberta 13, tel. 67 03 93 70, fax 67 03 93 
71, www.embassyofireland.lv.
Japan F-3, Valdemāra 21, tel. 67 81 20 01.
Lithuania B-3, Rūpniecības 24, tel. 67 32 15 19, lt@
apollo.lv, http://lv.urm.lt.
Poland B-3, Mednieku 6b, tel. 67 03 15 00, ambpol@
apollo.lv, www.ryga.polemb.net.
Russia F-2, Antonijas 2, tel. 67 33 21 51, rusembas@
delfi.lv, www.latvia.mid.ru.
Sweden F-2, Pumpura 8, tel. 67 68 66 00, fax 67 68 
66 01, ambassaden.riga@foreign.ministry.se, www.
swedenabroad.com/riga.
Turkey C-4, A. Pumpura 2, tel. 67 82 16 00, fax 67 32 
03 34, turkishembassy.riga@gmail.com.
Ukraine B-3, Kalpaka bulv. 3, tel. 67 24 30 82, fax 67 
32 55 83, embassy@ml.lv.
United Kingdom F-2, Alunāna 5, tel. 67 77 47 00, fax 
67 77 47 07, ukinlatvia.fco.gov.uk/en.
United States of America G-2, Raiņa bulv. 7, tel. 67 
03 62 00, riga.usembassy.gov.
Uzbekistan B-3, Elizabetes 11 - 11, tel. 67 32 24 24, fax 
67 32 23 06, posoluz@apollo.lv, www.latvia.mfa.uz.

Government & Municipality
Citizenship & Migration Board (Pilsonības un 
migrācijas lietu pārvalde) G-2, Raiņa bulv. 5, tel. 80 
00 76 57/67 21 96 56, www.pmlp.lv.
Government (Ministru Kabinets) G-3, Brīvības 36, 
tel. 67 08 28 00, www.mk.gov.lv.
President (Valdis Zatlers) H-1, Pils laukums 3, tel. 67 
09 21 06, chancery@president.lv, www.president.lv.
Riga City Council (Rīgas dome) I-2, Rātslaukums 1, 
tel. 80 00 08 00/67 02 61 01, www.rcc.lv.
Saeima (Parliament) H-1, Jēkaba 11, tel. 67 08 71 
29, www.saeima.lv.

Organisations & NGOs
American Chamber of Commerce H-2, Torņa 4, 2A, 
office 301, tel./fax 67 21 22 04, www.amcham.lv.
British Chamber of Commerce B-4, Valdemāra 33-11, 
tel. 67 21 80 43, fax 67 21 80 45, www.bccl.lv.
Canada-Latvia Business Association B-4, Stabu 17, 
tel. 67 29 33 61, fax 67 29 33 78, www.clba.lv.
European Movement - Latvia B-3, Vīlandes 3-11, 
tel./fax 67 32 65 48, www.eiropaskustiba.lv.
Goethe-Institut Riga H-1, Torņa 1 (entrance from Klos-
tera), tel. 67 50 82 00, www.goethe.de/riga.
Latvian Chamber of Commerce B-4, Valdemāra 35, 
tel. 67 22 55 95, www.chamber.lv.
Latvian Investment and Development Agency C-4, 
Pērses 2, tel. 67 03 94 99, fax 67 03 94 01, liaa@liaa.
gov.lv, www.liaa.gov.lv.
Soros Foundation B-3, Alberta 13, tel. 67 03 92 41, 
fax 67 03 92 42, sfl@sfl.lv, www.sfl.lv.
The Latvian Institute C-4, Kaļķu 7, tel. 67 50 36 63, 
fax 67 50 36 69, info@li.lv, www.li.lv.
United Nations House H-1, Pils 21, tel. 67 50 36 05.



One could easily stroll about Old Riga’s meandering streets 
and ancient alleyways for days, but for most travellers time 
is at a premium and a long journey is a luxury few can af-
ford. With this in mind, we’ve prepared a condensed walking 
tour which includes many of Old Riga’s best sights. 
Begin at H-3, the Freedom Monument on 
the edge of Old Riga and the famous Laima 
Clock. Walk up to the top of G-2, Bastion 
Hill for views and then walk across ZA Mei-
erovica (Basteja) until you reach H-2, the 
red brick Powder Tower and the Museum 
of War next door. 
Next walk down Torņa. The Jacob’s Bar-
racks on the right side of the street is 
home to many trendy shops and cafés 
and remnants of H-2, the Old City Walls are 
visible on the left side. Walk left through 
the H-2, Swedish Gate and immediately 
make a right on Trokšņu, one of Riga’s 
narrowest streets. Go left then straight 
between H-1, St. James Church and the 
Saeima (parliament).
Make a left on Klostera to find H-1, the 
Three Brothers ahead. Take a peak inside 
to see how medieval Europeans once lived. Go right on 
Mazā Pils to Pils laukums where you’ll find H-1, Riga Castle 
which also houses the History Museum of Latvia.
Next walk up Pils to Cathedral Square (Doma laukums) 
and take a tour of H-1, Riga Cathedral, the largest house 
of worship in the Baltics.

Walk down Tirgoņu and proceed to Kaļķu. Make another 
right there and walk to I-2, the House of Blackheads, the 
new town hall, I-1, the Latvian Riflemen Monument and I-2, 
the Occupation Museum of Latvia, which is a must see.
Next walk down Grēcinieku in the opposite direction of the 

River Daugava to I-2, the Mentzendorff 
House. After a short tour of the house 
continue down Grēcinieku and make a 
left on Skārņu. You can take a look at I-2, 
St. John’s Church on the right or walk to 
the entrance of St. Peter’s on the left and 
take the lift up to the top of for excellent 
views. On Skārņu you’ll find dozens of 
souvenir vendors.
Walk into I-2, John’s Courtyard (Jāņa sēta) 
and emerge on Kalēju. Go left until you 
reach H-2, Livs’ Square (Līvu laukums) 
which is home to H-2, the Great and Small 
Guildhalls, the Russian Drama Theatre 
(currently undergoing renovations) and 
the Cat House.
This concludes your walking tour. You can 
relax at one of the many restaurants and 

bars here and take in the atmosphere of Riga’s most popu-
lar square. It’s also a good place to buy local souvenirs like 
amber jewellery and paintings. If you’d like to see a video 
of this tour visit: www.inyourpocket.com/latvia/riga//fea-
ture/71284-Old_Riga_walking_tour.html.

Old Riga walking tour

St. Peter’s Cathedral MZ

70 walking tour
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Old Riga street register
11. novembra krast-
mala  I-1/J-2
13. janvāra I/J-3
Aklā H-1
Akmens tilts  J-1
Alberta laukums I-3
Aldaru H-2
Alksnāja I-2
Alunāna F-2
Amatu H-2
Anglikāņu H-1
Arsenāla H-1
Aspazijas bulv. H/I-3
Atgriežu H-1
Audēju I-2/3
Barona H-3
Basteja bv. (Z.A. 
Meierovica) G/H-2
Bīskapa gāte I-1

Brīvības G/H-3
Citadeles F/G-1
Doma laukums H-1
Elizabetes F-3
Freedom  Mon. H-3
Gleznotāju H/I-2
Grēcinieku 1/2
Herdera lauk. H-1
Inženieru H-3
Jāņa I-2
Jāņa sēta I-2
Jaunavu H/I-2
Jauniela H/I-1
Jēkaba G/H-1
Jēkaba lauk. G-1
Jeruzalemes F-3
Kalēju I-2/3
Kaļķu H/I-2
Kalpaka bv. G-2/3

Ķēniņu H-2
Klostera H-1
Konventa Sēta I-2
Krāmu I-1/2
Kronvalda bv. F/G-1
Kungu I-2
Laima clock H-2
Laipu H-2
Līvu laukums H-2
Mārstaļu I/J-2
Mazā Miesnieku H-1
Mazā Monētu H/I-2
Mazā Muzeja H-1
Mazā Pils H-1
Mazā Smilšu H-2
Mazā Trokšņu H-1
Meistaru H-2
Merķeļa G/H-3
Miesnieku H-1

Minsterejas J-2
Mucenieku H-2
Muitas G-1
Mūku H-1
Palasta I-1
Pasta J-2
Peitavas I-2
Peldu I-2
Pēterbaznīcas I-2
Pils H-1
Pils laukums H-1
Prāgas J-3
Pumpura F-2
Radio I-3
Raiņa bulv. G-2/H-3
Rātslaukums I-1/2
Reimersa G-2
Rīdzenes I-3
Rozena H-1

Skārņu I-2
Šķūņu H-2
Smilšu H-1/2
Strēlnieku laukums I-1
Teātra I-2/3
Tirgoņu H/I-2
Torņa G-1/H-2
Trokšņu H-2
Ūdensvada I-2
Vāgnera H/I-2
Valdemāra G-1/F-2/3
Vaļņu H-2/I-3
Vecpilsētas I-3
Vingrotāju F-2
Z.A. Meierovica (Basteja 
bulvāris)  G/H-2
Zirgu H-2
Riga Info Centre I-2
Bus Station J-3

13 Krēsli 40
4 Rooms 33
A.l.l. Cappuccino 30
A. Suns 33
ABC 21
Agency Lilija Plus 27
Agency STES Latvia 27
Ainavas Boutique Hotel  
 18
Akhtamar 28
Albert Hotel 18
Alberts Pub 51
Alus arsenāls 36
Alus Ordenis 36
Alus Sēta 36
Amber Night 46
Amber Way Tavern 37
Amelie 41
Amphora 38
Apartment Riga 27
Apsara 41
Aragats 28
Art-Factory 27
Art Hotel Laine 21
Aurum Nams 27
Avalon 42
Avalon Hotel 19
Avitar 22
B&B Krisjanis & 
Gertrude 25
B&B Riga 22, 25
Babylon 46
Backpackers Planet 26
Barselona 44, 50
Bel Ami 42
Bergs Restaurant 28, 42
Best Western Hotel 
Māra 22
Bites Blues Club 50
Bon Vivant 30, 50
Boutique Hotel Bergs  
 18
Boutique Hotel Vecrīga  
 22
Boutique Hotel 
Viesturs 19
Brazil 49
Bufete 31
Bura Hotel 22
C.U.T. 33
Cadets de Gascogne  
 32
Café An Noor 42
Carpe Diem 42, 50
Central Hostel 26

Četri Balti Krekli 50
Charlestons 33
Charlestons 
Cappuccino Bar 28
Čili Pica 28, 38, 40
Citi laiki 37
City Hotel Bruņinieks 22
City Lounge 26
Clarion Collection Hotel 
Valdemārs 22
Club Essential 46
Coffee Nation 30
Colonnade Club 46
Columbine 42
Concerto 36
Conference Hotel Tomo  
 22
Coyote Fly 46
Cuba Café 49
D'vine 44
dADa 28
Depo 46
Dņipro 42
Dodo Hotel 22
Dolce Vita 27
Dome Hotel & Spa 18
Domina Inn Riga 19
Don Donulis 32
Double Coffee 28, 30
DR Centrs 40
Dzirnavas 37
Džuljeta 28
Elefant Hotel 23
Elizabete Hotel 19
El Primero 40
Emihla Gustava 
Shokolahde 30
Escape 48
Esplanāde 34
Europa City Riga 23
Fabrika 31
Fabrikas restorāns 42
Fīlings 34
Food Box 36
Forums 23
Franču maize 30
Franču Maiznīca 28
Gan Bei 28, 38
Garden Palace Hotel 19
Gastronome 40
Gauja 44
Godvil 46
Goija 41
Golden 47
Grand Palace Hotel 18

Greenwood 44
Habibi 42
Hansa Baltic 48
Hanza Hotel 20
Hanza Pub 34
Hesburger 32
Homestay 25
Honkonga 32
Hospitālis 34
Hotel de Rome 18
Hotel Edvards 23
Hotel Enkurs 23
Hotel Felicia 24
Hotel Gutenbergs 20
Hotel Irina 24
Hotel Jūrnieks 26
Hotel Justus 20
Hotel Multilux 25
Hotel Rīga 20
Hotel Viktorija 24
House Hostel Riga 26
I love you 30
Index Café 31
Indian Raja 33
Indian Tikka House 33
Interneta bārs 40
Islande Hotel 20
Jakob Lenz 25
Jockey Club 48
John Lemon 30
K|I|D 34
Kabata 50
Kabuki 36
Kamala 43
Kapteiņa Enriko 
pulkstenis 50
Karavella 24
KB B&B 26
Kert 24
Klondaika 42, 47, 50
Knaipe 32, 50
Knights Court 27
Kokanda 31
Kolonna Hotel Riga 24
Konventa Sēta 20
Kūkotava 30
La Belle Époque 44
Labi 48
La Boheme 43
La Rocca 46
Lauku Ceļotājs 24
Lauvas Nams 38
Le Crabe 40
Leningrad 44
LIDO 38

LIDO atpūtas centrs 37
LIDO Spice 37
Livonija 26
Lobby Bar 44
Mad House 49
Man-Tess Boutique 
Hotel 20
Mārtiņa beķereja 28, 32
Melnais Kaķis 38, 47
Melnā piektdiena 50
Melnie Mūki 35
Metropole 20
Mojo Café 49
Molly's Chamber 48
Monika Centrum Hotel  
 20
Monte Kristo 24
Monterosso 36
Ņam Ņam 31
Nautilus 46
NB 47
NB Hotel 24
Neiburgs 35
Nordic Hotel Bellevue  
 20
Old Shanghai 32
Olympic Voodoo Casino  
 44
Opium Dance 46
Orange Bar 44
Osīriss 28, 30
Otto Schwarz 43
Pablo Tapas Bar 44
Paddy Whelan's Irish 
Pub & Sports Bar 36,  
 51
Paldies Dievam 
piektdiena ir klāt 49
Panda 32
Pastarellia 38
Pastnieks zvana divreiz  
 35
Pelmeņi XL 31
Pharmacy Bar 45
Pieci Vilki 45
Pie Kristapa Kunga 38
Piens 49
Piligrims 35
Piramīda 43
Pizza Lulū 38, 40
Pulkvedim Neviens 
Neraksta 46
Radio Bar 50
Radisson SAS Daugava  
 21

Radi un Draugi 24
Rāma 43
Red Fred 50
Reval Hotel Elizabete 21
Reval Hotel Latvija 21
Reval Hotel Rīdzene 18
Reykjavik 35
Riga Black Magic 30
Riga Hostel 27
Riga Old Town Hostel 27
Riga Out There 48
Rīgas Balzams 45
Riverside Hotel 24
Rocabilly 45
Rock 'n' Riga 45
Royal Pub 51
Royal Square Hotel & 
Suites 18
Rozengrāls 38
Runcis 51
Šašliki Mangaļos 38
Šefpavārs Vilhelms 31
Silts 35
Sirta 27
Skanste 26
Skyline Bar 50
Slāvu Restorāns 40
Soraksans 36
Space Dog 47
Staburags 37
Stars 51
Steak House Dome 40
Steiku Haoss 41
Sushi Point 38
Sveiks, Šveik! 32
T.G.I.Friday's 28
Teātra bārs 45
Tequila Boom 42
Tequila Boom II 42
The Naughty Squirrel 27
TIA 24
Tikai karotes 40
Tobago Casino Club 44
Traktieris 40
Trattoria del Popolo 36
Vairāk Saules 38, 40
Varzoba 31
Vērmanītis 37
Victory Pub 32, 51
Vīna Studija 44
Wok Café 28
XXL 47
Zelta boulinga centrs 47
Zen 41
Zilā govs 41




