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When it comes to autumn, let your mind  
be swayed by new collections! 
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There are times in Kraków when the city feels so dreamy, 
so perfectly magical, so unbelievably beautiful, you just 
can’t help but think real life must be going on somewhere 
else. That ‘somewhere else’ is Nowa Huta. Stalin’s pet 
city on Polish soil, Nowa Huta was created as the foil for 
Kraków’s cultural and intellectual protagonist. Blue collar by 
invention, the city consists of a 1000 hectare steelworks 
plunked down on top of some of the most fertile farmland 
in the region with a concrete community raised around 
it to house the necessary workforce. For those looking 
for the true face of a country that spent 40 years under 
communist rule, those ten tram stops from the train station 
to the Central Square are almost as good as a ticket back 
in time. Here its everyday people in their everyday reality 
– be it the apartment blocks or the quaint villages that 
surround them – and it serves as solid grounding rod from 
the fantasia of Kraków’s Old Town. This year Nowa Huta has 
been celebrating its 60th anniversary, though the folks in far 
away Kraków would never know it, and we’ve observed the 
milestone by taking a closer look at the diverse sights of this 
ignored district on page 114.

Contents

As the 19th century approached its close, industrialisation 
and societal changes sparked a new wave of artistic 
thought and style to sweep across Europe in the form of 
Art Nouveau. In the Polish sphere, this influence manifested 
itself most strongly in Kraków, making the city the heart 
of the far-reaching Młoda Polska movement which greatly 
influenced the artistic and intellectual climate of the 
decades leading up to the First World War. The focus of 
several museums, today traces of the movement can be 
seen all over the city though perhaps nowhere as vividly 
as the historic Jama Michalika café, in the backroom of 
which the movement was born. A story of bad manners and 
brilliant talents, it transpires on page 8.
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Copyright notice 
Text and photos copyright WIYP Sp. z o. o. 
1999-2009. Maps copyright cartographer. 
All rights reserved. No part of this 
publication may be reproduced in any 
form, except brief extracts for the purpose 
of review, without written permission from 
the publisher and copyright owner. The 
brand name In Your Pocket is used under 
license from UAB In Your Pocket (Vokieciu 
10-15, Vilnius, Lithuania tel. (+370-5) 212 
29 76).

Editor’s note
The editorial content of In Your Pocket 
guides is independent from paid-for 
advertising. Sponsored listings are 
clearly marked as such. We welcome all 
readers‘ comments and suggestions. 
We have made every effort to ensure 
the accuracy of the information at the 
time of going to press and assume no 
responsibility for changes and errors.

This issue marks the 60th edition of Kraków In Your 
Pocket and a full decade of fearlessly sacrificing our 
youth, at times our lives, and now the doc says our livers, 
in the service of bringing you, dear reader, the most 
meticulously up-to-date, comprehensive and carelessly 
clever guide to Kraków on the market. And while that’s 
ample cause to be doing body shots off the navels of 
the local beauty contestants, well, we’ve still got a guide 
to produce (but you can send us the photos). Ten years 
ago, Kraków - like the rest of Poland - was still trying to 
shake off its communist hangover and hadn’t yet come 
in contact with the concepts of customer service, quality 
paper products, shops with aisles or youth hostels, 
to name a few. These days we actually find ourselves 
pining for that disgruntled detachment, which in hindsight 
was a lot sexier than the gratuitous attention we get in 
restaurants nowadays; there are four shopping malls 
within walking distance of the market square and the 
number of hostels has grown to such astronomical 
proportions that we’d have to take a remedial math 
course to calculate the exact amount. We still look 
forward to the day, another ten years from now, when 
restaurants will have stopped using those infuriating 
tissue napkins that possess all the absorptive power 
of a plastic bag, but as issue 60 rolls to press you can 
imagine our horror at the number of sushi restaurants 
we now have to research. Kraków has certainly changed, 
but to suggest the city isn’t the better for it would be 
worthy of a bludgeoning. If you’re arriving for the first 
time, welcome to one of the most culturally dense, 
architecturally magnificent and intoxicatingly energetic 
cities in Central Europe. Autumn is a fantastic time to be 
here as the city sends the camcorder-wielding crowds 
safely back home to bore their extended families to tears 
with tedious footage, and welcomes back its student 
population ready to blow their overseas summer earnings 
during the customary month of partying that comes with 
the beginning of the school year. That party abruptly ends 
the day after Halloween, however; All Saints’ Day is one 
of the most sacred holidays in the calendar and for the 
scoop, turn to page 56. For the 60th time, everything 
you need to know is here in your hands, so take heart 
and enjoy Kraków.

Our team in Russia is preparing a rather special 
In Your Pocket guide right now to tie in with the 
1150th aniversary of the city of Veliky Novgorod. 
Look out for a special supplement in our next Rus-
sian guides and online at russia.inyourpocket.
com. Elsewhere, you can now get your hands 
on Sarajevo In Your Pocket when visiting the 
Bosnian capital, and the same team - who have 
successfully pocketed Slovenia and Bosnia - are 
now turning their attention to Italy, and to Venice. 
 We welcome enquiries from anyone who would 
like to take part in our Pocket Revolution, either 
by contributing content or starting up an IYP. Send 
us an email at publisher@inyourpocket.com.
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Francis’ love of nature with colourful floral patterns, but it 
is the imposing, almost violently energetic stained glass 
window entitled ‘God in the act of creation’ (pictured) that 
undoubtedly makes the biggest impression. Nearby, the 
modern Wyspiański Pavilion (C-4, Pl. Wszystkich Świętich 
2) was recently built specifically to house Wyspiańki’s stained 
glass triptych deemed too grotesque and controversial to 
install in Wawel Cathedral, and it is these three works that 
perhaps best explain the visual identity of Młoda Polska. 
Almost unknown even to locals, Wyspiański designed one 
other large-scale stained glass window in Kraków before his 
premature death in 1907 at age 38 and the height of the 
movement. One of the city’s best kept secrets, ‘Apollo: the 
Copernican Solar System’ lies hidden in the Medical Society 
House at ul. Radziwiłłowska 4 unseen from the outside on 
this obscure street near the train station. Though the building 
is not open to the public, name-dropping the artist should 
be enough for the guard to let you in to have a brief look at 
the majestic window at the top of the stairs.

Though the subject of great attention in Kraków, particularly 
the collection on the top floor of the National Museum 
(H-3, Al. 3 Maja 1) and the Gallery of 19th century Polish 
Art in the Cloth Hall (closed for renovation), the best living 
museum of Młoda Polska remains the Jama Michalika 
café (D-2, ul. Florianska 45). Though the brightly-dressed 
babcias that gather here today are hardly ambassadors of 
the avant-garde, the historic legacy of the space has been 
well-preserved. Hours could be spent examining the framed 
pre-war caricatures, paintings and illustrations that still line 
the walls, exclaiming over the famous (to some at least) 
signatures doodled in the corners. The original marionettes 
of the cabaret can be found in several display cases, there are 
some splendid stained glass pieces and you might even play 
a few bars on the piano that still graces the famous backroom 
of Karol Frycz’s incomparable fin-de-siecle interior. The 
obligatory cloakroom (1 złoty, please) proves this place has 
made no attempt to modernize and must be regarded as one 
of Kraków’s most priceless and authentic establishments.

MŁODA POLSKAMŁODA POLSKA

In the late 18th century Poland was suffering a little bit of a 
crisis: it didn’t exist. At least not on the map, anyway. The 
backwards-glancing oeuvre of the nation’s art establishment, 
in its effort to build and bolster the national identity during 
partition had succeeded merely in lodging a national 
complaint, and its influence in European art circles was 
approximate to a bouquet of dead roses. However, when 
Polish artists caught a hold of the Art Nouveau wave that 
was sweeping across the continent in the last years of the 
century, a much-needed dose of modernity and style were 
injected into Polish culture during perhaps the country’s 
most brilliant modern artistic epoch. Wider in scope than 
its European counterparts, Poland’s Młoda Polska (‘Young 
Poland,’ 1895-1914) movement set about revitalizing all of 
the arts - painting, poetry and music as well as architecture 
and design - in a rejection of the mainstream bourgeois 
tastes of the day.

Despite being considered the second city in Galicia to 
eastern Lwów at that time, it should come as little surprise 
that Kraków was to emerge as the heart of Młoda Polska. 
Though most freely associated with rather far afield Paris, 
Art Nouveau owed a lot to the vision of Alfons Mucha whose 
influence was strong in nearby Prague; meanwhile, in the 
spring of 1897, Gustav Klimt was co-founding the famous 
Secession Group in Vienna – a city which Kraków had close 
political and cultural ties to. As a Habsburg city during the 
period of Poland’s division, the flow of information and 
ideas from the Austrian capital was strong and Kraków also 
enjoyed a more lenient political climate than Polish cities in 
the Prussian and Russian zones where Polish culture was 
suppressed more aggressively. Though Austrian occupation 
was hardly a picnic, the city’s lot improved significantly after 
1870 when Galicia was granted autonomy, the Jagiellonian 
University was again permitted to conduct courses in the 
Polish language, museums were opened and the Art Academy 
was born. With a proud patriotic tradition as the former royal 
capital, Kraków perhaps embodied the Polish spirit more 
than any other city at the end of the 19th century and artists 
flocked from across the divided country to contribute to its 
creative pulse.

As the previous generation of Jan Matejko and his 
contemporaries had viewed artistic expression as a 
necessary means of preserving Pol ish cul ture and 
consciousness, so too the new school believed in creative 
activity as a patriotic and personal responsibility. However, 
they had imbibed enough sobering landscapes and 
epic historical paintings, and in the increasingly liberal 
and rebellious spirit of the times they were pursuant of 
something a bit more intoxicating. Rejecting romanticism 
as inert nostalgia, the new movement was more interested 
in exploring the darker dream world of the unconscious, the 
symbolic, and both the comic and melancholic spheres of 
the spirit. Embracing a more bohemian brand of decadence 
borrowed from Parisian café culture, soon several unofficial 

headquarters for the movement had been established where 
members could be found scribbling their new imaginings and 
manifestos outside the pale of the established academia.

The most important of these became the Lviv Confectionary 
Shop (Cukiernia Lwowska) at ul. Florianska 45 (D-2). Opened 
by Jan Michalik in 1895, the unassuming shop suffered from 
its close proximity to the art school on Plac Matejki whose 
close-knit circle of students took over its backroom, much 
to the irritation of the owner. The story goes that Michalik 
was so frustrated by their creative vandalism of his shop, he 
bought them paper, paints, inks and pens in order to save 
surfaces of the tables and walls. The gesture only served 
to encourage them of course and soon Michalik’s shop was 
filled with paintings and drawings by the city’s most talented 
young artists giving it the unshakable reputation of being 
the city’s best bohemian hangout and making Michalik an 
unwitting patron of the arts.

A m o n g  t h e  r e gu l a r s  o f 
Michalik’s sweet shop and 
café were many who would 
go on to become some of 
the most well-known Polish 
artists of the early 20th century 
including Jan Stanisławski, 
Leon Wyczó łkowsk i  an d 
Feliks Jasieński – to whom 
a permanent exhibit in the 
M a n g g h a A r t s  C e n t r e 
(ul. Konopnickiej 26, B-6) 
is dedicated. One o f the 
café’s earliest patrons was 
S tan is ław Wysp iańsk i  – 
the painter, playwright and 

designer who later came to define the movement, 
remembered today as Kraków’s most beloved creative mind. 
Apparently Wyspiański once offered to redesign and paint the 
entire interior of Michalik’s, but the owner turned the artist 
down assuming it would amount to professional suicide. He 
would live to deeply regret the decision.

As the notoriety of the Młoda Polska movement grew, so too 
did that of Michalik’s sweets shop which became known as 
Jama Michalika – or ‘Michalik’s Den’, the same name it bears 
today. Michalik could no longer begrudge his best guests and 
the partnership flourished as the group essentially decorated 
the entire café. Ironically, the interiors were later given a full 
art nouveau makeover by one of Młoda Polska’s brightest 
lights, Karol Frycz, out of his gratitude towards the place.

Zielony Balonik and the Birth of 
Polish Cabaret
After a trip to Paris in 1905, Jan Kisielewski came back to the 
group with the idea to start a cabaret modeled on the French 
capital’s famous Chat Noir. Gathering the rather immense 
talents at hand, they decided to go for it, naming the troupe 
Zielony Balonik (‘The Green Balloon’) and putting on their 
first official performance on October 17th, 1905. With no 
curtain or stage, the show went on around the same back 
table where regular happenings occurred, was completely 
spontaneous and generally had the atmosphere of a group 
of friends getting together over a bottle of hard spirits. It 
was a huge success. Successive performances were better 
scripted thanks to the sketch-writing talents of Tadeusz Boy-
Żeleński, but were still completely unpredictable, outrageous, 
uncouth and often included the drunken host belittling the 
bourgeoisie, many of whom were gathered in the audience. 

In fact, few were safe and one of Zielony Balonik’s favourite 
targets was the grandiloquence of its own movement. 
The post-performance parties were always a riot of song 
and revelry, with the sight of women smoking cigarettes 
sending a shock into some members of the community. 
Soon conservative Kraków was a hotbed of gossip alleging 
orgies and other blasphemous acts were taking place inside 
Michalik’s; proper mothers wouldn’t let their daughters look 
in the direction of the café when passing and pensioners 
proclaimed they were nihilists. People were paying attention.

In actuality, Zielony Balonik’s weekly shows comprised of 
satirical sketches, humourous songs and political parodies 
poking fun at the establishment through the liberal use of 
wordplay and sarcasm, with the jokes only occasionally 
turning vicious or vulgar. Its reputation grew and each week 
Jama Michalika was a full house of merry dignitaries, artists 
and aristocrats, many of whom came great distances to 
see the show. Particularly popular were the Zielony Balonik 
Szopki – absurd and satirical puppet theatre shows which 
ran from 1906 to 1912. Zielony Balonik was the first Polish 
cabaret – an art form which would enjoy immense popularity 
in post-war PL and today - and more so than any art 
publication or gallery, became the main platform for Młoda 
Polska. Unfortunately the war would bring its glorious run to 
an end, but not before making a lasting impression on the 
intellectual and aesthetic landscape of the city and playing a 
major role in the national consciousness of the country after 
independence was restored in 1918. Regular performances 
came to an end in 1912 and the final performance of the 
original Zielony Balonik was in December 1915. Michalik 
was forced to sell his legendary café and moved to Poznań 
where he died in 1926; he was buried in Kraków’s Rackowicki 
Cemetery in keeping with his final wishes.

Around Town
The cabaret and climate of Młoda Polska played a large role 
in launching the brilliant careers of two of Poland’s most 
important early-20th century artists, Stanisław Wyspiański 
and Józef Mehoffer, both of whom have worthwhile 
museums dedicated to them in the Old Town (see Old Town 
Museums). Mehoffer’s mansion at ul. Krupnicza 26 (A-2) 
has been beautifully preserved as a portal into those times, 
and it was there in his drawing room that the members of 
Młoda Polska were frequently entertained. The two men 
worked together under the supervision of Polish master 
Jan Matejko to restore the stained glass windows of St. 
Mary’s Basilica (C-3, Pl. Mariacki 5) on Kraków’s market 
square, before Wyspiański went on to one of his defining 
works, St. Francis Basilica (C-4, Pl. Wszystkich Świętych 
5). The artist’s intricate interior wall paintings celebrate St. Wyspiański’s ‘God the Creator’  Lestath
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By Train
Kraków’s main railway 
station - Dworzec Główny 
(E-1) - is conveniently 
situated at the northern 
tip of the Old Town, just 
a hop, skip and a jump 
from civilization. From the 
platform simply follow 
the herd down the stairs 
and you’ll find yourself in 
the main station build-
ing. A Euronet ATM (bankomat) lurks in the tunnel, and you’ll 
find a PKO ATM and ‘Cash 4 You’ ATM in the main hall. The 
tunnel also houses a handy tourist information point (open 
06:00-22:00) and currency exchange (kantor) booth (open 
09:00-20:00). Both sections of the station - the subterranean 
tunnel and the main hall - have left luggage lockers. A large 
piece of luggage will cost 8zł for one day, and a small one 4zł. 
Make sure you have change. Payphones can be found dotted 
around, though you will need to acquire a phonecard from a 
newsagent to use them.
Stepping onto the square in front of the train station you’ll 
see Galeria Krakowska to your right, a bus and tram stop on 
the left side of the square and straight across you’ll find a 
taxi rank. It is only about a six minute walk to Kraków’s main 
market square from the train station - arguably the dreamiest 
entrance into any city in Europe and highly recommended for 
anyone who has just arrived. Crossing the plaza in front of 
the train station to the Andels Hotel and following the crowds 
through the underpass to the other side puts you officially in 
the Old Town, home to the majority of Kraków’s hostels, hotels 
and nightlife; bear right, make a left on Floriańska and you’re 
on the path of kings to the market square. You’ve arrived.
Now how to escape. Station departure boards (odjazdy) are 
indicated by their yellow timetables; arrivals boards (przy-
jazdy) are the white ones. Trains run from Kraków Główny to 
most major Polish cities, with almost hourly trains to Warsaw 
between 05:00 and 23:00. To check the times visit the Polish 
railways website - www.rozklad.pkp.pl - which has limited, but 
effective English language functionality. Tickets for internal 
trips can be purchased at any counter in the main station hall, 
and can even be bought in advance; indeed, if you want a seat 
on a particular train it is best to book ahead. International 
tickets are bought at the ‘kasa zagraniczna’ - windows 9 and 
10. If in a rush, tickets can also be bought onboard the train 
from the conductor, but expect a significant surcharge. Note 
that tickets for the shuttle service to Kraków Balice airport, 
which runs every 30 minutes, can be purchased on-board the 
train for no extra fee.
The state-owned Polish rail network PKP runs several types 
of train. InterCity (IC), EuroCity (EC) and express trains are the 
fastest, newest, most comfortable and most expensive of the 
lot, and require a reservation which means arbitrarily paying 
an extra fee. Prices are still cheap compared to western rails 
with the trip to Warsaw on an express train costing about 30 
euros for the three hour journey. Cheapskates looking to cut 
costs can opt for the markedly cheaper Tanie Linie Kolejowe 
(TLK), Pospieszny (posp) or Osobowy (os.) trains; you will 
pay buttons for the privilege, but the journey will take twice 
as long (if not longer) and is guaranteed to try your good 
humour. Polish trains are generally on time and safe these 
days; horror stories have abated, but, nonetheless, travel-
lers on overnight trains to Prague or Berlin should carefully 
guard their belongings.
Main Train Station (Dworzec Główny) E-1, Pl. Jana 
Nowaka- Jeziorańskiego 3, tel. 012 393 15 80, www.
rozklad.pkp.pl. Q Open 05:00-23:00. Domestic tickets 
available from 01:00-24:00 in the train station tunnel.

the A4, and its smooth asphalt doesn't come free. A 6,50zł toll 
is paid when you enter and again when you exit the motorway. 
Still, it's one of the best stretches of road in the country until 
the bottleneck begins outside Kraków near Wieliczka. Driving 
around the city is incredibly frustrating with constant roadwork 
being done, one-way streets and seemingly available streets 
requiring a permit to drive down: violate this rule and the chances 
of getting a fine are incredibly high, whether you've realized your 
infraction or not. Kraków's road network is not at all adequate 
for the volume of cars on its roads and parking is yet another 
challenge. To say nothing of horse-drawn carriages full of tour-
ists and trams, the lack of bicycle paths in the city centre also 
means sharing the street with unwieldy bicycles above the laws 
of the road, and the fact that they're getting from point A to B 
twice as fast as you is yet another smack in the face. Put it all 
together and we recommend you ditch your vehicle in favour of 
public transportation at the first opportunity. Car crime is not 
unheard of and you'll be safest leaving your ride in one of the 
guarded parking lots listed below. Street parking is available 
under the large parking signs on the sidewalk and you'll have 
to buy a pass from the neon-bibbed warden patrolling the area, 
though parking machines are now beginning to appear in some 
places. Depending on the location, the cost of street parking 
is between 3 and 6zł. Areas where parking is available are also 
marked on the map in the back of this guide.
Guarded Parking D-3, ul. Westerplatte 18 (entrance 
from ul. Zyblikiewicza 1), tel. 012 421 25 60.
Guarded Parking J-1, ul. Kamienna 2 (entrance from 
Al. Słowackiego), tel. 012 633 69 81.

By Plane
17 kilometres west of the city centre, John Paul II Kraków Balice 
Airport (Port lotniczy w Krakowie Balicach imieniem Jana Pawła 
II) is small, modern and easy to navigate, though amenities are 
limited. Here you'll find two 24hr currency exchange offices and 
a clutch of ATMs (bankomat), as well as a helpful if limited tourist 
information point. There is a left luggage facility at the airport, 
and note that you'll need to buy a phonecard with a chip (karta 
telefoniczna) from one of the newsagents to use the payphones.
The best way to get to and from the airport is by train. From the 
airport, a free bus directly outside the terminal takes passengers 
the short distance to the train-stop. Train tickets are purchased 
from the conductor, and cost 8zł. [If leaving from Kraków Głowny 
train station, look for departures (odjazdy) to Balice Airport and 
buy your ticket onboard for no extra fee.] For those who can't be 
bothered, taxis stand outside the main entrance to the airport 
and should charge between 65-75zł to make the journey into the 
city. The price goes up by 50% from 22:00-06:00. If arriving from 
another city in Poland, note that the domestic terminal is a ten 
minute walk around the complex to the main terminal building. 
While taxis usually meet domestic flights, you will need to walk 
to the main terminal for all other transport options.

John Paul II Krakow Balice Airport (Port Lotniczy 
Kraków Balice im. Jana Pawła II) ul. Medweckiego 
1, tel. 012 295 58 00, www.krakowairport.pl.

By Bus
International buses arrive and depart from the bus terminal 
(Dworzec Autobusowy) behind the train station at ul. Bosacka 
(E-1). Here you'll find an exchange bureau (kantor) open 10:00-
18:00, as well as an ATM (bankomat). Payphones can be found 
in the main building, and you can buy phone cards or SIM cards 
for your mobile from the newsagents. Lockers for left luggage 
cost 4-10zł depending on the size for 24hrs, and there are 
also larger lockers available if you're lugging skiing gear or golf 
clubs. Tunnels connect the bus and train stations and Galeria 
Krakowska effectively creating a confounding mess. Still the 
best way to get into town, with or without getting lost, is to 
make a right from the bus station into the train station, walk 
past the platforms and follow the ascendant ramp back into 
daylight. Cut through the main ticket hall of the train station, 
cross the square in front of Galeria Krakowska and take the 
underpass into the Planty. Congrats, you're in the Old Town.
Bus is your best option for travel to Zakopane and the Tatra 
Mountains, with frequent departures for the two hour journey. 
These are proper coaches and leave from the upper level with 
tickets available from the ticket office inside the bus station. 
For exact travel times check www.rda.krakow.pl which is now 
in English. For buses to Wieliczka and Auschwitz (Oswięcim) 
you are likely to travel by mini-bus. These leave from the lower 
level and are generally run by independent small businesses. 
Tickets for these crowded trips are available directly from the 
driver. First come/most aggressive in the queue, first served.
Jordan D-2, ul. Pawia 8, tel. 012 422 60 91, www.
jordan.pl. English-speaking tour company with buses avail-
able for hire which also acts as a vendor for other company's 
scheduled bus services. QOpen 08:00 - 18:00, Sat 09:00 
- 14:00. Closed Sun.
Kraków Bus Station (Dworzec autobusowy) E-1, 
ul. Bosacka 18, tel.  *720 80 50, www.rda.krakow.pl. 
Q Ticket Office Open 06:00-21:00.

By Car
Poland is one of Europe's leading nations in road fatalities, a 
statistic that will surprise few who have had the pleasure of using 
the roads here. A lethal combination of poor road surfaces, net-
works unsuited to the volume of different traffic and, most of all, 
frustrated and aggressive driver behavior result in the common 
sight of mangled wrecks around the country. Yes, the crosses 
you see beside roadsides are there to mark fatal crashes. While 
the road quality issue is being addressed with EU directives and 
funding, the size of the country's road network means that it 
will still be years before results are seen in many places. In the 
meantime, you can add construction to the list of things imped-
ing your timely arrival. Almost all roads outside of urban areas 
are a single lane in each direction, meaning traffic is inevitably 
bogged down by the fleet of lorries that traverse Poland as well 
as the routine family in a horse-cart. This results in impatient 
drivers overtaking each other at high speed and then braking 
sharply to avoid oncoming traffic. Be cautious and keep a safe 
distance between you and the vehicle in front. The speed limit in 
Poland is generally 50km/hr in cities (60km/hr between 23:00 
and 05:00), 90km/hr outside urban areas, 110km/hr on dual 
carriageways and 130km/hr on motorways. All cars must have 
their headlights switched on at all times and carry a red warn-
ing triangle, first aid kit, replacement bulbs, a national identity 
sticker and proper registration and insurance documents. Poland 
also has strict drunk-driving laws: 0.2% is the maximum blood/
alcohol limit, so forget about having even a single beer. You can 
use your home driving license or an international driving permit 
for six months from the entry date on your passport. Carry your 
license and passport at all times when driving.
With that out of the way, how to get here? For the time being 
there's only one major highway leading into Krakow via Katowice, 

© Tomasz Chorwat, 
pl.wikipedia.org

From Kraków To Kraków
Dep. Arr. Destination Dep. Arr.
07:23 17:19 BERLIN Ostbf 09:51 19:56
19:45 08:06 BERLIN-Lichtenberg 21:04 09:18
22:15 08:32 BUDAPEST 19:58 06:33
06:00 14:09 GDYNIA(2) 05:04 13:10
10:00 18:13 GDYNIA(3) 06:55 15:10
12:00 20:12 GDYNIA 08:50 17:10
14:00 22:03 (3)GDYNIA 12:52 21:10
16:00 00:06 (2)GDYNIA 15:00 23:02
17:10 03:42 GDYNIA 23:25 10:34
02:47 04:29 KATOWICE 01:30 03:18
05:35 07:12 KATOWICE 04:20 06:02
07:23 08:52 KATOWICE 07:20 09:04
09:47 11:29 KATOWICE 09:30 11:19
11:47 13:29 KATOWICE 11:30 13:19
12:47 14:29 KATOWICE 12:30 14:19
13:47 15:29 KATOWICE 13:30 15:19
15:47 17:29 KATOWICE 14:30 16:19
18:47 20:29 KATOWICE 16:30 18:19
19:45 21:29 KATOWICE 18:23 19:56
22:44 00:25 KATOWICE 19:41 21:25
13:40 10:21 KIEV Pass 20:42 15:38
06:15 07:46 OŚWIĘCIM 05:35 07:22
06:53 08:12 OŚWIĘCIM 06:55 08:47
08:45 10:14 OŚWIĘCIM 08:15 10:04
11:05 12:33 OŚWIĘCIM 15:36 17:26
14:45 16:15 OŚWIĘCIM 17:38 19:35
15:39 17:14 OŚWIĘCIM 20:08 21:46
06:53 13:54 PRAHA HL.N. 14:09 21:46
22:15 06:54 PRAHA HL.N. 21:09 06:33
06:00 08:55 WARSAW 00:30 06:26
07:00 10:26 WARSAW(1) 06:15 09:10
08:00 10:55 WARSAW 07:15 10:10
11:25 14:37 WARSAW 08:15 11:10
12:00 14:55 WARSAW(2) 09:15 12:10
12:10 17:05 WARSAW(2)(4) 10:15 13:10
14:00 16:55 (3)WARSAW(1)(4) 11:15 14:10
16:00 18:55 (2)WARSAW(3)(4) 12:15 15:10
17:00 19:55 WARSAW(4) 14:15 17:10
18:00 20:55 (3)WARSAW 16:15 19:10
19:00 21:55 WARSAW 17:15 20:10
20:00 22:55 (1)WARSAW 18:15 21:10
22:44 04:40 WARSAW(4) 20:15 23:02
02:47 07:26 WROCŁAW 04:35 09:18
05:47 10:26 WROCŁAW 06:35 11:19
07:23 11:27 WROCŁAW 08:35 13:19
09:47 14:26 WROCŁAW 09:35 14:19
11:47 16:26 WROCŁAW 10:35 15:19
12:47 17:26 WROCŁAW 13:35 18:19
15:47 20:25 WROCŁAW 15:40 19:56
16:47 21:26 WROCŁAW 17:35 22:19
19:45 00:20 WROCŁAW 22:35 03:18
05:28 09:00 ZAKOPANE 09:40 13:18
06:50 10:28 ZAKOPANE 12:38 16:05
07:25 10:52 ZAKOPANE 14:32 17:54
11:31 14:59 ZAKOPANE 17:46 21:01
14:44 18:25 ZAKOPANE 18:45 22:29

(1) Mon - Fri     (2) Mon - Sat     (3) Mon - Fri, Sun
Most trains running to and from Gdynia (Berlin apart) 
stop at Gdańsk and Sopot. Journey time is 30 minutes 
to Gdańsk and 10 to Sopot.
Trains are subject to change on public holidays.
Train schedule is subject to change due to ongoing works 
(track improvements).
For a full schedule check www.rozklad-pkp.pl

Train Schedule

KrakowShuttle
 Tours & Transfers

Phone booking: 00 48 
12 633 01 25, Help desk and last minue bookings: 00 
48 510 560 000, e-mail: info@krakowshuttle.com, 
www.KrakowShuttle.com. A fully licensed company 
that offers airport transfers, tours, corporate rides and 
other transport services for individual clients and groups. 
Transfers from the Krakow Airport to the city centre from 
70PLN. Highest quality for the best possible price. 

Krakow     Shuttle.comKrakow     Shuttle.com
t o u r s  &  t r a n s f e r s
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Hertz H-3, Al. Focha 1 (Cracovia Hotel), tel. 012 429 62 
62, www.hertz.com.pl. Also at Balice Airport, tel. 012 285 
50 84. QOpen 08:00 - 16:00, Sat 08:00 - 12:00. Closed Sun.

National Car G-1, ul. Głowackiego 22 (Demel Hotel), 
tel. 012 636 86 30, www.nationalcar.com.pl. Also at 
Balice Airport, tel. 0 505 76 74 61. Open 09:00-21:00. 
QOpen 08:00 - 17:00, Sat 09:00 - 14:00. Closed Sun. Sun 
Open on request.
Sixt ul. Medweckiego 1 (Balice Airport), tel. 012 639 
32 16, www.sixt.pl. QOpen 08:00 - 23:30.

Avis J-2, ul. Lubicz 23, tel. 0 
601 20 07 02, www.avis.pl. 
Internationally trusted service 
offering a range a vehicles from 

the Opel Corsa to luxury mini vans. Location near the train 
station.QOpen 09:00 - 17:00, Sat 09:00 - 13:00. Closed 
Sun. Sun Open on request.

Europcar I-1, ul. Szlak 
2, tel. 012 633 77 73, 
www.europcar.pl. Offering 

both short and long term rental options with 8 different 
categories of car available for your individual needs. Ex-
cellence in service with benefits tailored to your specific 
requirements. Europcar is present at all Polish airports 
including Kraków-Balice, tel. 012 257 79 00. QOpen 
09:00 - 17:00. Closed Sat, Sun. 

J o k a  D - 4 ,  u l . 
Starowiślna 13, tel. 
0 601 54 53 68, 
www.joka.com.pl. A 

wide range of cars from the Opel Astra 2 to the spacious 
Mercedes E220 CDi station wagon. All cars are equipped 
with power steering. Satellite navgation systems are 
also available. Special rates offered to those who order 
through the Joka website. QOpen 09:00 - 17:00, Sat 
09:00 - 12:00. Closed Sun. Sunday open on request.

Dragon-VIP rent a car ul. 
Rejtana7, tel. 0 516 03 42 04, 
www.dragonvip.pl. A wide choice 
of vehicles from small cars like the 
Peugeot 207, through mid-size 
like the Peugeot 308 to exclusive 
vehicles like the Mercedes S320 

and Audi A8. It is also possible to hire a car with a driver. 
Delivery and collection of cars in Kraków is free. GPS is 
also free of charge. QOpen 09:00 - 18:00, Sat 09:00 - 
14:00. Closed Sun.

Acecar J-4, ul. Rękawka 
10, tel. 0 50 123 33 94, 
www.acecar.pl. Large 
selection of cars. Competi-

tive prices. Insurance and unlimited mileage included in 
rental price. Friendly, reliable service. QOpen 10:00 
- 18:00. Closed Sat, Sun. Sat, Sun Open on request.

Car Rental
While Krakow has no metro system it does have an 
integrated bus and tram system which runs from 
05:00 - 23:00, with night buses continuing after that. 
Get tickets from the handy ticket machines at major 
tram stops or onboard newer trams (there is an English-
language option), from the driver for an additional 0.50zł, 
or keep an eye out for ‘Sprzedaż biletów MPK’ signs in 
kiosk windows. One-trip tickets cost 2.50zł and are 
not valid for changing trams or buses en route; if you 
need to change trams to get where you’re headed buy 
a one-hour ticket for 3.10zł. 24-hour, 48-hour, 72-hour, 
7-day and monthly passes are also available. Weekend 
family passes for 10.40zł are another option, giving 
you and yours (minimum one adult and one child under 
16) unlimited travel on all day-routes. Note that ISIC or 
other non-Polish student ID is valid for a discount, but 
you must carry your ID.
Most importantly, simply having a ticket does not give 
you the right to travel. You MUST stamp your ticket 
immediately on boarding the tram or bus in the small 
machines on-board. Beware that inspectors regularly 
travel on the lines handing out fines to those without 
valid or proper tickets. They are obliged to carry ID and 
to show it upon request.
A final option to note is that the Krakow Tourist Card (see 
Basics) includes unlimited travel in the price. It can be 
picked up at all the main tourist information points and 
selected hotels, hostels and travel agencies.

MPK ul. Jana Brożka 3 (Łagiewniki), tel. 012 191 
50, www.mpk.krakow.pl.

Public Transport
Most taxis are reli-
able and use their 
m et res wi th ou t 
f iddl in g around, 
but beware of the 
cowboys wai ting 
outside the train 

station and certain hotels. Make sure your cab has a 
large sign on the roof with phone number and company 
name, make sure the driver turns on the meter and 
you’ll be fine. If you need a taxi from the station, walk 
up the stairs from the platforms to find reliable Radio 
Taxi 19191 on the rooftop parking lot. Expect to pay 
7zł plus about 2.30zł per kilometre.

Barbakan Taxi tel. 012 196 61
Euro Taxi tel. 012 196 64
City Taxi tel. 012 196 21
Lajkonik Taxi tel. 012 644 75 21
Mega Taxi tel. 012 196 25
Radio Taxi tel. 012 191 91
Taxi Kraków tel. 0 505 44 60 00
Tele-Taxi Kraków tel. 012 196 26

Taxis

www.inyourpocket.com
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Money
Thinking of paying for your tram ticket with one of the 100zł 
notes in your pocket? Think again. Small shops, newsagents, 
public toilets, even the occasional fast food franchise and bar 
will often refuse to break a large note for you. As annoying 
as coins can be, do carry small change for such moments.

Currency can be exchanged at airports, hotels, banks and 
anywhere with a sign proclaiming 'Kantor'. Kantors will often 
provide better value than the banks in your home country or 
the ATM although for obvious reasons be very wary of Kan-
tors in the airports, bus stations and close to tourist sights. 
Shopping around will reward you with the best rate.

Despite the 'worldwide economic crisis,' the exchange rate for 
Americans is still inexplicably favourable, and the pound has 
improved against the złoty significantly since the beginning of 
winter. Since EU ascension and becoming a favoured tourist 
destination, prices in Poland have been on the rise, making 
the country less of a bargain than it was five years ago. Hav-
ing said that, however, prices for food, drink, cultural venues 
and transport still remain comparably cheap in contrast to 
Western Europe. A ticket to the theatre or cinema will rarely 
cost more than 20zł while admission to most museums costs 
around 5-10zł.

Prices in Poland are still fairly competitive despite 
increases over the last couple of years particularly in 
the prices of cigarettes. Here are some typical everyday 
products and prices.
Market values as of 21st September 2009 
based on €1 = 4.15zł 
Product Price (zł) Price (€) 
McDonald's Big Mac 7.70 zł € 1.86
Snickers 1.49 zł € 0.36
0.5ltr vodka (shop) 22.00 zł € 5.30
0.5ltr beer (shop) 2.84 zł € 0.68
0.5ltr beer (bar) 7.00 zł € 1.69
Loaf of white bread 3.20 zł € 0.77
20 Marlboros 10.00 zł € 2.41
1 ltr of unleaded petrol (98) 4.28 zł € 1.03
Local transport ticket (1 journey) 2.50 zł € 0.60

Market Values

PLN US$ Euro Pound
2.83zł = $1 4.15zł = €1 4.58zł = £1

1 zł $0.35 € 0.24 £0.22
2 zł $0.71 € 0.48 £0.44
3 zł $1.06 € 0.72 £0.66
4 zł $1.41 € 0.96 £0.87
5 zł $1.77 € 1.20 £1.09
6 zł $2.12 € 1.45 £1.31
7 zł $2.47 € 1.69 £1.53
8 zł $2.83 € 1.93 £1.75
9 zł $3.18 € 2.17 £1.97
10 zł $3.53 € 2.41 £2.18
20 zł $7.07 € 4.82 £4.37
50 zł $17.67 € 12.05 £10.92
100 zł $35.34 € 24.10 £21.83
150 zł $53.00 € 36.14 £32.75
200 zł $70.67 € 48.19 £43.67
250 zł $88.34 € 60.24 £54.59
1 000 zł $353.36 € 240.96 £218.34

Quick Currency Convertor
Customs
If you are travelling within the EU those over 18 can now 
take 10 litres of spirits, 90 litres of wine and 110 litres 
of beer. Most countries will not allow more than 200 ciga-
rettes from Poland. A work of art produced before 1945 
is classified as a ‘cultural good' and must be authorised 
before it can leave the country. If the gallery or shop can't 
supply the zaświadczenie (permission) when you buy the 
artwork, check with the Wojewódzki Konserwator Zabytków 
(Regional Curator's Office). If a book was printed before 
1945, you'll need permission from the National Library to 
take it out of Poland.

Electricity
Electricity in Poland is 220V, 50Hz AC. Plug sockets are 
round with two round-pin sockets. Therefore if you are 
coming from the US, UK or Ireland you are definitely going 
to need a plug converter. The best place to pick these up 
is at home though if you do arrive without a converter try 
your luck with your hotel reception; they should be able 
to point you to an electrical store if they can't provide a 
converter themselves.

Health & Emergency
In case of an emergency those dialling from a land line 
or public phone should use the following numbers: 999 
for an ambulance, 998 for the f ire brigade and 997 
for the police. Mobile phone users should call 112 
to be forwarded to the relevant depar tment. English 
speaking assistance is not necessaril y guaranteed, 
and rests on the linguistic capabili ties of the operator. 
During high tourist (ie. pratfall) season between June 
2nd and September 30th however, English, German and 
Russian speakers have the option of using a separate 
line specifically designed for foreigners in distress: 0 
800 200 300.

I f you've woken up to find you've got a raging headache, a 
swollen foot you can't put weight on and vague memories 
of some kind of calamity, we suggest you sor t i t out by 
calling a private clinic, thus avoiding the hassle of the 
notoriously long queues in Polish hospi tals; a list of 
private clinics can be found in the directory in the back 
of this guide. Further help can be provided by embassies 
and consulates, a list of which can also be found in the 
directory. I f i t's a financial emergency your hopes will 
rest on a Western Union money transfer. Most banks 
and many exchange bureaus (kantors) can now carry 
out such transactions, just keep an eye out for the 
Western Union logo.

Territory
Poland covers an area of 312,685 square kilometers and 
is the ninth biggest country in Europe. It borders the Baltic 
Sea (528km) and seven countries, namely Belarus (416km), 
Czech Republic (790km), Germany (467km), Lithuania 
(103km), the shady Russian exclave of Kaliningrad (210km), 
Slovakia (539km) and Ukraine (529km).

Longest River
Kraków is split by the river Vistula (Wisła). At 1,047km 
it is Poland’s longest river, flowing through Warsaw and 
into the Bay of Gdańsk (Zatoka Gdańska).

Highest Point
The highest peak is Rysy (2,499m) in the nearby Tatra 
Mountains. In comparison Kraków’s landscape is flat and 
the city lies 219m above sea level.

Population (2007)
Poland 38,126,000
Warsaw 1,702,139
Kraków 756,267
Łódź 755,251
Wrocław 634,630
Poznań 564,951
Gdańsk 456,658
Katowice 314,500

Local Time
Poland is in the Central European (CET) time zone 
(GMT+1hr). When it’s 12:00 in Warsaw it’s 6:00 am in New 
York City, 11:00 in London, 12:00 in Paris and Berlin and 
19:00 in Tokyo. Polish summer time (GMT+2hrs) starts 
and ends on the last Sundays of March and October.

Twin Towns
Bordeaux, Bratislava, Curitiba, Cuzco, Edinburgh, Fes, 
Florence, Frankfurt, Gothenburg, Innsbruck, Kyiv, La 
Serena, Leipzig, Leuven, Lviv, Milan, Nuremberg, Orléans, 
Pecs, Rochester (NY), San Francisco (CA), Seville, 
Solothurn, Vilnius, Zagreb.

Basic Data
The enterprising tourist 
should consider picking 
up the Kraków Card, a 
superb piece of plastic 
that allows you free trav-
el on trams and buses, 
day and night. The best 
bit though is free entry 
to 30 Kraków museums, an impressive saving for the 
serious tourist. Two and three day cards are available, 
priced at 50 and 65 złoty respectively and they are valid 
until midnight on the day indicated on the reverse. Every 
venue listed in our guide which accepts the Kraków Card 
has been marked with a city card symbol Y. For a full 
list of vendors and benefits visit www.krakowcard.com.

City Card

Institute of Meteorology and Water Management, 
www.imgw.pl
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Internet Cafes
Garinet C-2, ul. Floriańska 18, tel. 012 423 22 33 
ext. 23, www.garinet.pl. 4zł/hour, printing and cd-
burning available. QOpen 09:00 - 22:00.
Nandu B-3, ul. Gołębia 5, tel. 012 421 03 26, www.
nandu.com.pl. One of the nicer internet cafes in the centre, 
Nandu has computers for internet use, photocopying and 
printing services, international calling and even DHL service. 
QOpen 08:00 - 23:00, Sun 09:00 - 23:00. 5zł for first hour, 
4zł per hour thereafter. Printing and cd-burning available.

Post
A bureaucratic nightmare buried under paperwork riddled 
with illegible stamps and seals, there is no indication that 
Poland’s postal service - Poczta Polska - will be automated 
or computerised during our lifetimes. There can be no 
doubt that the post office is one of the most frustrating 
places to be a foreigner in Poland, as you’re guaranteed to 
not understand a damn thing happening there. Your best 
ally is the person in line next to you; if there’s one person 
in the room who speaks not a word of English, it’s the 
qualified clerk at the service window. Also, don’t expect any 
signs to feature English translations, though all paperwork 
has been mystifyingly translated into French (and only 
French). When you get to the head of that insufferably 
long queue, don’t be surprised to be sent to another or 
back to the end, paperwork in hand. The declaration that 
your nicely wrapped parcel is somehow ‘unacceptable’ is 
another popular reason why you might find yourself ready 
to ‘go postal’, though there are many others.
If sending something of any monetary or sentimental 
value, please, make sure you do so by using priority mail 
or better; magic word: ‘Priorytet.’ Choosing the cheapest 
overseas option available will ensure your package is 
opened before it arrives and the contents may or may 
not be removed. We’re not exaggerating.
There are many post offices around Kraków, with Poczta 
Polska at the corner of ul. Westerplatte and Wielopole 
being the largest and most incomprehensible. All post 
offices close early on Saturday, if open at all, and all will 
be closed Sunday. Good luck, gringo.

Mailboxes Etc. A-1, ul. Karmelicka 55, tel. 012 
631 20 66, www.mbe.com.pl. A great alternative 
to the post office, this city centre shop offers UPS and 
FedEX shipping services. QOpen 09:00 - 19:00. Closed 
Sat, Sun.
Poczta Głowna D-4, ul. Westerplatte 20, tel. 012 
421 03 48, www.poczta-polska.pl. Kraków’s main 
and most central post office. Packages are sent from a 
separate room to the left of the main entrance. You do not 
need to take a queue ticket to buy stamps (windows 2-14) 
and if disabled you get a free pass to window 14.QOpen 
07:30 - 20:30, Sat 08:00 - 14:00. Closed Sun.

Public Phones
After being virtually wiped out, pay phones in Kraków have 
made an inexplicable comeback. As such, many are new 
and actually work. Almost all of them require you use a 
phone card with an electronic chip, which can be obtained 
at most kiosks, but not all, so it may take some persever-
ance to track one down. The magic words are ‘Proszę 
kartę telefoniczną.’ These cards run down very fast if 
you are calling cell phones, so if you plan on making many 
such calls, get the biggest one you can find. Ring-a-ling.

Mail & Phones
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Religion
For over one thousand years Poland has been a bulwark of 
Catholicism, fighting against the horrors of pagan invasions 
and looking to Catholicism for a sense of social and national 
unity. When Poland was partitioned in the 19th century, many 
turned to the church for solace and during the communist era, 
underground resistance meetings were surreptitiously held in 
churches. The deceased Polish-born Pope John Paul II remains 
a genuine source of pride for all Poles, and is beloved in a way 
more profound than cynics in the West can understand. Those 
used to the more easy-going habits of the West may find the 
Polish enthusiasm a bit unnerving at first, particularly the solemn 
and opulent processions that occur from time to time and the 
droves that flock to mass. Tourists should remember while visit-
ing Kraków's many churches that these aren't museums, but 
active places of worship to be treated with the requisite respect.

Safety
In general Kraków is far safer than most Western cities, and 
visitors are unlikely to face any problems by simply employing 
common sense. Petty crime does exist, and travellers should be 
on guard against pickpockets working tram and bus routes by 
the train station. If you're in a bar or a restaurant keep your wallet 
inside your trouser pocket, not inside a jacket casually left lying 
around. Those travelling by car are advised to use a guarded car 
park. Robberies on overnight trains are not unheard of, especially 
on the routes connecting Kraków with Prague and Berlin; book 
a couchette or a sleeper cabin. Perhaps the biggest danger in 
Kraków is posed by groups of drunken football hooligans who 
can be easily avoided and heard coming a mile away. Avoid being 
ripped off by opportunistic taxi gits by using clearly marked cabs, 
something to bear in mind around the train station and airport.

Smoking
Smokers tired of relentless persecution in the west will be 
delighted to know that few countries can boast such a fierce 
commitment to the habit as Poland. Although the number of 
male smokers has plunged from 70% of the population down 
to 38% in recent years, this is still very much a tobacco friendly 
country. Poland is fast becoming the major European produc-
tion centre for leading cigarette brands, with Phillip Morris, 
Imperial Tobacco and British American Tobacco all being major 
investors in the economy. Those gunning for a lung-busting 
taste of a traditional local brand should keep their eyes peeled 
for brands like Sobieski, Extra Mocne and Męski (Manly). Bear 
in mind that it is taken as bad luck to light your snout off a 
candle, especially if you are close to the coast; an action which 
apparently guarantees the death of a sailor. Unlike other EU 
countries Poland is yet to introduce a ban on smoking in bars 
and restaurants, though there has been talk (purely obligatory, 
mind you) of introducing such a measure at some future date.

Toilets
Generally speaking toilets in Poland come marked with a circle 
for women, and a triangle for men. Although the habit is gradu-
ally dying some restaurants and bars still charge a nominal 
fee for use of their facilities - no matter how much cash you've 
already spent in the establishment. This is a practice also 
used in train stations and most public conveniences. Keep 
small change handy.

Water
Though we've never had problems ourselves, those with a 
weak constitution may want to avoid the tap water. Indeed, 
most Poles will scold you for drinking from the tap.

Many Poles, particularly younger people, have a fairly healthy 
command of the English language. Many will also be adept at 
other European languages with German being the most commonly 
spoken. Older Poles will fiercely contest that they have ‘forgotten’ 
the Russian taught to them at school but most will still have a 
reasonable understanding.
Mastering the Polish tongue can be a terrifying ordeal and will often 
result in personal degradation as shop assistants laugh at your 
flustered attempts. That aside, learning a few key phrases will smooth 
your time in Poland and may even win you friends and admirers.
On the positive side Polish sounds as it appears. This is a great 
help once you know how to pronounce each letter/combination 
of letters. Many letters represent the same sounds as they do in 
English. Below we have listed those particular to Polish. 

Basic pronunciation of Polish vowels
‘ą’ sounds like ‘on’ in the French ‘bon’
‘ę’ sounds like ‘en’ as in the French ‘bien’ 
‘ó’ is an open ‘o’ sound like ‘oo’ in ‘boot’
Basic pronunciation of consonants
‘c’ like the ‘ts’ in ‘bits’
‘j’ like the ‘y’ in ‘yeah’
‘w’ is pronounced like the English ‘v’
‘ł’ like the ‘w’ in ‘win’
‘ń’ like the ‘ny’ in ‘canyon’
‘cz’ and ‘ć’ like the ‘ch’ in ‘beach’
‘dz’ like the ‘ds’ in ‘beds’
‘rz’ and ‘ż’ like the ‘su’ in ‘treasure’
‘sz’ and ‘ś’ like the ‘sh’ in ‘ship’
‘drz’ like the ‘g’ in ‘George’
r is always rolled and stress is generally always on the last but 
one syllable.

Think you’ve got that? Here are some words and phrases to get 
you started.

Civilities
cześć (cheshch) hi/bye
dzień dobry (jen do-bri) good morning/

afternoon
dobry wieczór (do-bri vyeh-choor) good evening
dobranoc (dobrah-nots) good night
tak (tahk) yes
nie (nyeh) no
proszę (prosheh) please
na zdrowie (nah zdrovyeh) cheers
dziękuje (jen-koo-yeh) thank you
przepraszam (psheh-prasham) sorry
kocham cię (koham tshe) I love you
Mam na imię (mam nah ee-myeh) My name is
Jestem z Anglii (yehstem zanglee) I am from England

Necessities
Gdzie są toalety? (gdjeh song toalety) Where are the toilets?
Czy mówi pan/pani 
po angielsku?

(che moovee 
pan/panee po 
angyelskoo?)

Do you (male/female) 
speak English?

Nie mówię po 
polsku

(nyeh moovyeh po 
polskoo)

I don’t speak Polish

Proszę to napisać (prosheh toh 
napeesatch)

Please write it down

Czy można tu palić (che mohzhnah too 
paleech?)

Can I smoke here?

Jedno piwo 
poproszę

(yedno peevo poh-
prosheh)

One beer please

Numbers
1 jeden yehden
2 dwa dva
3 trzy tshi
10 dziesięć jayshench

General
Airport lotnisko
Train station dworzec pkp
Bus station dworzec pks
Right/left prawo/lewo
One ticket to jeden bilet do
First/second class pierwsza/druga klasa

Language Smarts Poland's most historic city, currently weighing in with 11 major 
theatres and 30 museums, Krakow has always been the 
'Cultural Capital' of Poland, and bore that banner on behalf of 
all Europe back in 2000. Galleries include Bunkier Sztuki (the 
Art Bunker), Starmach and Pauza. Classical music fans will be 
spoilt for choice at the Philharmonic and Kraków Opera, while 
those who favour something more contemporary should 
beat a track to Alchemia and Ptasiek. The cultural depth of 
the city is easily revealed by the range of its festival calendar, 
with annual standouts like the Street Theatre Festival, Jewish 
Culture Festival and the Kraków Film Festival, offset by more 
eccentric endeavours like the annual Dragon and Dachsund 
Parades (respectively), the Pierogi Festival and Juwenalia 
(student mayhem!). For the latest Kraków events information 
make www.krakow.inyourpocket.com the first place you visit.

Cinemas
ARS Cinema C-3, ul. Św. Jana 6, tel. 012 421 41 99, 
www.ars.pl. Q Box office open depending on repertoire. 
Tickets 11-18zł.
Cinema City J-3, ul. Podgórska 34 (Galeria Kazimierz), 
tel. 012 254 54 00, www.cinema-city.pl. Your best bet 
in the centre of Hollywood blockbusters. Q Box office open 
10:00 - 22:45. Tickets 15-28zł.
Kino Pod Baranami C-3, Rynek Główny 27, tel. 012 
423 07 68, www.kinopodbaranami.pl. Q Box office open 
depending on repertoire. Tickets 10-18zł.
Orange IMAX L-2, Al. Pokoju 44, tel. 012 290 90 90, 
www.kinoimax.pl. On the outskirts of town, this is the big-
gest screen in Europe, showing IMAX and 3-D features.Q 
Box office open depending on repertoire. Tickets 17-29zł.

Cultural Centres
British Council C-3, Rynek Główny 6, tel. 012 428 59 
30, www.britishcouncil.pl. Resources for English-speakers 
in addition to an English language school. Q Open 08:30 - 
19:00. Closed Sat, Sun.
Goethe Institute (Instytut Goethego) C-3, Rynek 
Główny 20, tel. 012 422 69 02, www.goethe.de/krakau. 
This German cultural centre in a neo-classical palace on the 
market square hosts language courses, concerts, films and 
a fine first-floor German-language library. Q Open 10:00 
- 18:00, Fr 10:00 - 15:00. Closed Sat, Sun. Library Open 
11:00 - 16:00, Tue, Thu 13:00 - 18:00. Closed Fri, Sat, Sun.
Jewish Community Centre (Centrum Społeczności 
Żydowskiej w Krakowie) D-6, ul. Miodowa 24, tel. 012 
370 57 70, www.jcckrakow.org. The headquarters of Kraków's 
surviving and strengthening Jewish community. JCC organises nu-
merous events (check website for calendar), hosts Shabbat dinners 
every Friday at 17:00 and is home to a large library of Jewish related 
materials. Q Open 10:00-20:00, Closed Sat, Sun.
Judaica Foundation (Fundacja judaica) D-6, ul. 
Meiselsa 17, tel. 012 430 64 49, www.judaica.pl. A civic 
and cultural centre hosting lectures and exhibits reflecting 
Jewish life past and present, with a rooftop cafe overlooking 
Plac Nowy. QOpen 10:00 - 18:00, Sat, Sun 10:00 - 14:00.

Galleries
Bunkier Sztuki B-2, Pl. Szczepański 3a, tel. 012 422 
10 52, www.bunkier.com.pl. One of the few very modern 
buildings in the Old Town, Bunkier Sztuki is Kraków's best 
contemporary art gallery with leading exhibits including the 
annual World Press Photo. Changing exhibitions are held over 
two floors, exhibition catalogues are sold in the small mez-
zanine bookshop and the ground floor features a cafe with 
one of the city's biggest beer terraces. QOpen 11:00 - 18:00, 
Thu 11:00 - 20:00. Closed Mon. Admission 6/3zł.

Kraków Opera (Opera 
Krakowska) E-2, ul. Lu-
bicz 48, tel. 012 421 16 
30, www.opera.krakow.
pl. The history of Polish op-
era can probably be traced 
back to the early 17th cen-
tury when Royal Prince Władysław Zygmunt Waza, the 
future King Władysław IV of Poland, returned from Flor-
ence having been enchanted by the opera La liberazione 
di Ruggiero. Less than three years later, in 1628, the 
translation of Saracinelli’s libretto was published by one 
of Kraków’s printers. The Opera Krakowska has existed, 
albeit under several guises and aliases, since the late 
19th century. Q Box office open 10:00 - 19:00. Sat, 
Sun two hours before the performance. Tickets 15-150zł.

01.10 Thursday 
The Soldier’s Tale (Historia Żołnierza) 

E-2, Kraków Opera, ul. Lu-
bicz 42, tel. 012 421 16 
30, www.opera.krakow.
pl. Russian choreographer 
Elena Bogdanovich pres-
ents this classic Russian 
parable about a soldier who 
trades his fiddle to the devil 
in exchange for a book which 
predicts the future of the 
economy. Igor Stravinsky’s 
modernist music is rife with 
changing time signatures 
and the violin part, which 
symbolises the soul of the 
soldier, is considered virtuo-
sic. Next performance on 

4th November. Q Ballet starts at 18:30. Tickets 35zł. Avail-
able at Kraków Opera box office (Open 10:00 - 13:00, 16:00 
- 19:00, Tue, Wed, Thu 13:00 - 18:00, Sun 12:00 - 19:00).

29.11 Sunday 
Madame Butterfly 

E-2, Kraków Opera, ul. Lu-
bicz 48, tel. 012 421 16 
30, www.opera.krakow.
pl. A 3-act opera by Gia-
como Puccini, conducted 
by Tomasz Tokarczyk. Set 
in 1904 in Nagasaki, it is a 
story of the love between 
an American soldier Pinker-
ton and a Japanese geisha 
Cio-Cio-San. Cio-Cio-San 
has been waiting in poverty 
with her son for three years 
for the return of her hus-
band who went away to war 
shortly after the wedding. 
One day he comes back 
with another women to take 
his son and she commits 
suicide. If I’ve spoilt it now, 

sorry.QOpera starts at 18:30. Tickets 25-120zł. Available 
at Kraków Opera box office (Open 10:00 - 19:00. Sat, Sun 
two hours before the performance).

Kraków Opera
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Pauza Gallery (Galeria Pauza) C-2, ul. Floriańska 
18/5, tel. 0 602 60 06 79, www.galeriapauza.pl. If this 
second floor gallery promoting breaking artists is closed, 
visit the first floor bar which doubles as a photography 
gallery and hipster hangout. Q Open 15:00-21:00. Closed 
Mon. Admission free.
Poster Gallery (Galeria Plakatu) C-3, ul. Stolarska 
8-10, tel. 012 421 26 40, www.cracowpostergallery.
com. Very cool Polish art posters. Spend a little more for 
older communist-era works. Q Open 11:00 - 18:00, Sat 
11:00 - 14:00, Closed Sun. Admission free.
Starmach Gallery J-4, ul. Węgierska 5, tel. 012 656 
43 17, www.starmach.eu. One of the largest private gal-
leries in PL, this renowned exhibition space inside a former 
Jewish prayer house focuses on the best in Polish post-war 
art.QOpen 11:00 - 18:00. Closed Sat, Sun. Admission free.

Philharmonic
Kraków Philharmonic (Filharmonia Krakowska) 
B-4, ul. Zwierzyniecka 1, tel. 012 429 13 45, www.filhar-
monia.krakow.pl. A symphony orchestra can be traced here 
to 1909, but the Kraków Philharmonic as it is today was born 
in 1945. The building, completed in 1931, borrows elements 
from Brussels' Maison du Peuple in its neo-baroque design 
and its concert hall is the largest in Kraków. The concert hall 
contains a magnificent organ by Johannes Klais-Orgelbau 
Bonn which was installed in 1996 to replace an older organ 
destroyed by fire in 1991. In addition to the concert hall the 
Philharmonic has two rooms for chamber music - the Golden 
Hall and the Blue Hall - and it was in the Blue Hall on the 15th 
of October 1938 that the young Karol Wojtyła, who was later 
to become Pope John Paul II, debuted as a poet. 
During its life the Philharmonic has performed in many 
famous arenas around the world, as well as hosted many 
distinguished conductors, orchestras and soloists - a tradition 
it maintains today. Today the Philharmonic presents recitals, 
concerts and special events and plays a major role in the rich 
cultural life and history of Kraków.Q Box office open 11:00 - 
14:00, 15:00 - 19:00, Sat, Sun one hour before performance. 
Closed Mon.  Tickets 10-40zł.

Theatres
Bagatela Theatre B-2, ul. Karmelicka 6, tel. 012 422 
26 44, www.bagatela.pl. Q Box office open 09:00 - 19:30, 
Sun three hours before the spectacle. Tickets 22-47zł.
Groteska Theatre A-2/3, ul. Skarbowa 2, tel. 012 
633 48 22, www.groteska.pl. Q Box office open: 08:00 - 
12:00, 15:00 - 17:00, Sat, Sun one hour before performance. 
Tickets 13-25zł.
Juliusz Słowacki Theatre (Teatr im. Juliusza 
Słowackiego) D-2, Pl. Św. Ducha 1, tel. 012 424 45 
25, www.slowacki.krakow.pl. Q Box office open 09:00 
- 14:00, 14:30 - 19:00, Mon 10:00 - 14:00, 14:30 - 18:00, 
Sun depending on repertoire. Tickets 20-50zł.

City Information Point (Punkt Informacji 
Miejskiej) C-3, ul. Św. Jana 2, tel. 012 421 77 87, 
www.karnet.krakow.pl. Helpful people who can tell you 
what’s going on and who can sell you tickets as well. It 
publishes Karnet (4zł), a comprehensive monthly listing 
of cultural events in Polish and English, as well as the free 
yearly Karnet with an overview of major events in English. 
Q Open 10:00 - 18:00.

Information & Tickets

08.10 Thursday - 11.10 Sunday 
Nuevo Mundo Festival 

Event takes place in 
various locations. Check 
description for more 
info., tel. 012 428 50 
97, www.nuevomundo-
festival.pl. This will be 

the second staging of this festival, the aim of which is 
to bring people closer to a variety of cultures. Some of 
these may be near, some far away, some familiar, others 
misunderstood. Each year there is a different musical fo-
cus; last year the festival operated under the Argentinian 
Ambassador’s patronage. with Polish and foreign stars 
showing the various faces of tango. This year things are 
kept in a latin mood with the spotlight on the culture and 
music of Flamenco. Flamenco’s orgins are in Andalusia, 
northern Spain, where a number of cultures mix with 
Spanish. At the beginning of the 19th century this gave 
rise to a new mystic and expressive type of music we now 
call flamenco. It is made up of the art of dance, song and 
music of the Gitanos, Spanish gypsies, and the Payos, 
a cultural melting pot with elements of Indian, Persian, 
Mauretanian, Arabic, Jewish, Egyptian and medieval 
Gregorian chanting. The most popular instrument is 
obviously the classical guitar. The organisers have invited 
biggest names of the genre: guitarist Ignacio Fernández, 
the brothers Carlos and Curro Piňana, flortist Domingo 
Patrici. There are also artists for whom flamenco was the 
starting point for more international projects like Michał 
Czachowski & Indialucia, Arturo Muszyński & Los Payos 
or bands like Que Passa and Corazon Flamenco. A treat 
for all fans to be sure.QTickets 25-45zł. Available at City 
Information Point (ul. Św. Jana 2, C-3, Open 10:00 -18:00).

Nuevo Mundo Festival

Berlin – city of change. 
Twenty years after the Wall came 
down, the city still pulsates with 
history, creativity, variety and 
diversity like nowhere else on 
earth. This is what makes Berlin 
truly unique.

To find out more, visit 
www.mauerfall09.de

be open, be free, be berlin.
www.be.berlin.de

the place to be 

for change. 
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October
09.10 Friday 
Riverside 
H-2, Rotunda, ul. Oleandry 1, tel. 0 61 852 43 10. Progres-
sive rockers Riverside come from Warsaw and are currently 
one of the biggest Polish rock acts. The influence of Pink Floyd, 
Marillion, Opeth, Tool, Porcupine Tree or Anathema is evident 
so you know what to expect -hard guitar riffs and melancholy 
vocals. Their big moment was a European tour with Dream 
Theatre. Q Concert starts at 20:00. Tickets 50/40zł. Available 
at Rotunda box office (Open 10:00 - 13:00, 16:00 - 19:00).

11.10 Sunday 
Grzegorz Turnau 
G-2, Klub Studio, ul. Budryka 4, tel. 012 617 45 45. Turnau is a 
Polish composer, singer, pianist and poet continuing the tradition of 
the Kraków literary song. He is a wonderful pianist, singing poetic 
lyrics to melifluous melodies.QConcert starts at 20:00. Tickets 
40/30zł. Available at www.eventim.pl and before the concert.

16.10 Friday 
Abracadabra Gothic Tour - Closterkeller 
G-2, Klub Studio, ul. Budryka 4, tel. 012 617 45 45. Back 
comb your hair and get your eyeliner ready for a double helping 
of Goth from two of the biggest acts on the Polish scene.Of 
the three original members of Closterkeller only Anja Ortodox 
on vocals is still in the band, but its the others' loss, and they 
have been going for over 20 years.Q Concert starts at 20:00. 
Tickets 30zł. Available at www.eventim.pl.

17.10 Saturday 
I AM X 
H-2, Rotunda, ul. Oleandry 1, tel. 0 61 852 43 10. Chris 
Corner's group, he's also known from the Sneaker Pimps, are 
famous for their stonking concerts. The group aleady has 
three albums to their name: Kiss and Swallow, Alternative, 
Kingdom of Welcome Addiction. In 2008 they also released 
Live in Warsaw. Their songs touch on extreme themes includ-
ing weird sex, obsessions, alienation, death and bisexuality. 
Maybe it's best to leave your mum at home.Q Concert starts 
at 20:00. Tickets 69/99zł. Available at www.eventim.pl.

17.10 Saturday 
O.S.T.R. 
G-2, Klub Studio, ul. Budryka 4, tel. 012 617 45 45. 
Involved in hip-hop since the age of 12, O.S.T.R is one of the 
most well-know Polish rappers and producers, performing at 
Open'er festival in Gdynia. Known for his freestyle raps that 
touch on marijuana, current social and political issues and...
marijuana, he is one of the only Polish emcees with a music 
education and has been working for MTV of late. Q Concert 
starts at 18:00. Tickets 30zł. Available at www.eventim.pl.

18.10 Sunday 
Kult 
G-2, Student Club Studio, ul. Budryka 4, tel. (+48) 12 617 
45 45. Kult are the Grandaddies of the Polish alternative rock. 
Lead by the indomitable vocalist and lyric writer Kazik Staszewski, 
if you want something truly Polish and very cool, look no further. 
Their music has its roots in punk and new wave, but also includes 
elements of jazz and psychodelic rock. Originally founded in 1982 
by Staszewski and Piotr Wieteska on bass, their lyrics in the 80s 
hit out at ‘the system’ which at that time meant the communists. 
Since the fall of the wall, they seem to have got even more truculent 
and unpredictable - nobody is safe, unique. Q Concert starts at 
19:00. Tickets 40/45zł. Available at Empik Megastore (Rynek 
Główny 5, C-3, Open 09:00-22:00) and before the event.

19.10 Monday - 25.10 Sunday 
Unsound 
www.unsound.pl. First organized six years ago, this inter-
national festival of musical innovation and experimentation 
(‘innovexperimentation' as we call it in the biz) has increasingly 
become a major event in Kraków's cultural calendar, each 
year more ambitious than the one before. This year's line up 
shines with names like:

Soap&Skin - This 19-year-old Austrian girl sings and plays 
piano and has been compared to Nico, Bjork and John Cale. 
Not quite sure of the similarity between Nico and Bjork, but 
there you go.

Next Life - a small-town Norwegian duo using guitars, electric 
stuff and tones of light to create something that has been 
called 'heavy metal riffs meeting video games'

James Blackshaw - According to the Rolling Stone maga-
zine 'one of the best and most original instrumentalists in 
contemporary acoustic music'.
There's good news for those who enjoyed last year's perfor-
mance by Ben Frost. This year he's coming again, but with 
a group called The Bedroom Community, sweet.
QTickets 25-180zł.Available at www.eventim.pl

19.10 Monday 
Jacaszek 
B-6, Manggha Museum, ul. Konopnickiej 26, tel. 012 
267 27 03. This Michał Jacaszek show will open the new 
season at the Manggha museum. A Polish sound artist, 
Jacaszek creates very characteristic music using archive 
recordings, sounds of old toys, instruments and machinery. 
Toe-tapping stuff to be sure...QConcert starts at 20:00. 
Tickets 20zł. Available at www.eventim.pl and before the 
concert.

22.10 Thursday 
Fisz & Emade 
H-2, Rotunda, ul. Oleandry 1. According to the promo 
materials these guys started life as hip hop musicians before 
focussing on ‘black music’... Q Concert starts at 20:00. 
Tickets 25/30zł. Available at www.eventim.pl and Rotunda 
box office (Open 10:00 - 13:00, 16:00 - 19:00. Closed Sat, 
Sun) and an hour before the concert.

25.10 Sunday 
Maria Peszek 
G-2, Klub Studio, ul. Budryka 4, tel. 012 617 45 45. Con-
troversial Polish songstress Maria Peszek comes to town. The 
controversy comes from the vulgar/naughty/rude (delete as 
appropriate) nature of her lyrics. Her first album was recorded 
in 2005 with Wojciech Waglewski, her most recent effort, 
Maria Awaria (Maria Out of Order) went platinum.QConcert 
starts at 20:00. Tickets 39/30zł. Available at www.eventim.pl.

25.10 Sunday 
Raz, Dwa, Trzy 
A-2, Auditorium Maximum, Jagiellonian University, 
ul.Krupnicza 35. One of Poland's most beloved bands, 
Raz, Dwa, Trzy came together when the band members were 
students at the University of Zielona Góra in 1990. Three 
months after forming they won the 26th Student Song Festival 
in Kraków, their blend of rock, jazz, folk and poetry wooing 
the crowds and judges, making them instant stars. Over the 
course of their career, their popularity has only increased with 
their albums selling hundreds of thousands in PL. Q Concert 
starts at 20:00. Tickets 56zł. Available at www.evetim.pl.

15.10 Thursday - 25.10 Sunday 
7xGospel 

Event takes place 
in various location. 
C h e c k  d e s c r i p -
tion for more info., 
tel. 012 421 12 86, 
www.7xgospel.com.
pl. Gospel is a musical 
genre steeped in the 
redemptive tradition of 
Afro-American Christiani-
ty with all songs originat-
ing from the struggle for 
freedom. 10 years ago 

Kraków became the Polish capital of gospel, when the 1st 
Gospel Workshops took place. Up until then gospel had 
benn virtually unknown, but since that heady achievement 
choirs have been founded and gospel has taken a far more 
prominent place on the cultural scene here. 
In 2003 there was enough gospel groups to start a festval 
and in 2006 The Week Of Gospel Music changed it’s 
name to 7xGospel. It’s not just about concerts, there are 
vocal and instrumental workshops, seminars and evening 
jam sessions. So far the festival’s guests have included 
the best European, American and Polish gospel stars.
This year the festival isn’t taking place over 7 days as the 
name suggests, but has been extended to 10. Previous 
final concerts have seen performances with 800 artists 
on stage at any one time. The organisers have worked 
tirelessly to prepare something really worthwhile for all 
the knowlegeable gospel fans and gve them a rare op-
portunity to let their hair down and enjoy some cracking 
music - you don’t get too much on Sunday in your normal 
catholic mass. 
The stars include Karen Gibson, the outsdanding, 
charismatic conductor from London and Gerald Smith, 
a versatile and skilled composer and conductor from 
Washington. The programme includes:

15.10 16:00 Opening Concert, Workshops for chil-
dren (english songs)
Galeria Krakowska, ul. Pawia 5, D-1

17.10 22:30 Evening Concert 
(Kingdom Choir , Kraków Gospel Choir) 
Galeria Krakowska, ul. Pawia 5, D-1

17.10 - 23.10 European Gospel Symposium Details 
at www.egms.gospel.com.pl

20-21.10 - Gospel After Hours 
Every participant will be able to perform on the stage 
with professionals
Harris Piano Jazz Bar, Rynek Główny 28, C-3

22.10 19:00 Concert of Conductors
W.Żeleński Music School, ul. Basztowa 9,D-2

25.10 18:00 - Final Concerts 
Participants of the 7xGospel Festival workshops will 
perform on the stage with professionals.
Kraków Philharmonic , ul. Zwierzyniecka 1, B-4

A splendid event all round.

Gospel Festival
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29.10 Thursday 
Totentanz 
H-2, Rotunda, ul. Oleandry 1, tel. 012 633 35 38. Since 
their debut in 2007 Totenhanz have released 2 albums with 
Mystic productions and established themselves as respected 
practitioners in the music industry. The group is characterised 
by their hard guitar beats and for complaining about the world 
around them, very Polish then. They take inspiration from the 
slower compositions by James Blunt, but don't let that put you 
off, they are also influenced by the Foo Fighters. Q Concert 
starts at 20:00. Tickets 25/20zł. Available at Rotunda box 
office (Open 10:00 - 13:00, 16:00 - 19:00 and an hour before 
the concert. Closed Sat, Sun).

November
11.11 Wednesday 
Chris Botti 

H-3, Kijów Centre, Al. Krasińskiego 34, tel. 012 433 
00 33. Amusing name of the week goes to Mr Botti. Born in 
Portland in 1962, he started playing trumpet when he was 10 
and now he's one of the most popular (smooth) jazz artists. As 
a session musician he has played for Aretha Franklin, Chaka 
Khan, Betty Midler, Bob Dylan and Paul Simon. He must 
like it here as this will be his 4th visit and the crowds really 
get 'behind' him, sorry. Q Concert starts at 20:00. Tickets 
100-210zł. Available at www.eventim.pl.

12.11 Thursday 
SKYE 
H-2, Rotunda, ul. Oleandry 1. I f you like Morcheeba, 
this will be something for you. Shirley Klarisse Yonavive 
Edwards, stage-name SKYE, was their leader until 2003 
when she left to go solo. Her career really got underway in 
2006 with the release of the album 'Mind how you go'. The 
follow-up will be out soon, so this will be a chance to hear 
the new material.Q Concert starts at 20:00. Tickets 69zł. 
Available at www.eventim.pl and Rotunda box office (Open 
10:00 - 13:00, 16:00 - 19:00. Closed Sat, Sun) and an hour 
before the concert.

Full events online: 
krakow.inyourpocket.com

13.11 Friday 
U.D.O. 
D-1, Klub Loch Ness, ul. Warszawska 15. This group have 
been numbered amonst the godfathers of heavy metal. In Au-
gust their new album 'Dominator' was released and this tour 
is in its aid. They last visited in 2006 when they performed 
at the Metalmania festival in Katowice giving, by all accounts, 
a roistering show.QConcert starts at 20:00. Tickets 80zł. 
Available at www.eventim.pl and before the concert.

22.11 Thursday 
Midge Ure 
A-2, Auditorium Maximum, Jagiellonian University, 
ul.Krupnicza 35, tel. 0 501 38 45 17. Crikey, didn't know 
he was still alive. This Scottish guitarist, vocalist, composer 
and movie director and, also news to me, member of Thin 
Lizzy will be long remembered for co-organising Live Aid 
and Live 8 and singing Vienna with new romantic pioneers 
Ultravox. His stage name is a phonetic rev of his real name 
James (Jim - Midge). I'd also forgotten he co-wrote 'Do they 
know it's Christmas'. Q Concert starts at 18:00. Tickets 
110zł. Available at www.eventim.pl.

24.11 Tuesday 
Therapy? 
D-1, Klub Loch Ness, ul. Warszawska 15. A concert by 
one of the best rock groups of the 90s. Their two shows in 
Poland are a part of the tour promoting the album 'Crooked 
Timber'. If you missed them first time round, they come from 
Northern Ireland, play what is described as heavy metal with 
elements of indie rock and have released 13 albums over the 
past 20 years.QConcert starts at 20:00. Tickets 60/50zł. 
Available at www.eventim.pl.

Dworek Białoprądnicki 
Cultural Centre (Cen-
trum Kultury Dworek 
Białoprądnicki) ul. Pa-
piernicza 2 (Krowodrza), 
tel. 012 420 49 50, www.
dworek.krakow.pl.Q Box 
office open 08:00 - 17:00, 

Fri 08:00 - 15:00. Closed Sat, Sun. 

08.10 Thursday - 08.04 Thursday 
Dance Festival Roz-Ruchy 
Dworek Białoprądnicki Cultural Centre, ul. Papier-
nicza 2 (Krowodrza), tel. 012 420 49 50. This event 
takes place every 2nd Thursday of October, December, 
February and March and is a series of contemporary 
dance performances by Katarzyna Skawińska’s Dance 
Theatre. Skawińska is a multi-award winning Polish 
choreographer whose dances are anecdotal and story-
telling in nature.Q Events start at 19:00. Tickets 10 zł. 
Available at Dworek Białoprądnicki’s box office (Open 
08:00 - 17:00, Fri 08:00 - 15:00. Closed Sat, Sun) and 
before the events.

Dworek Białoprądnicki

01.10 Thursday - 30.11 Monday 
Classical Music, Opera & Organ Concerts 
In Beautiful Churches 

St .  Peter  &  Paul ’s 
Church, ul. Grodzka 52a, 
C-4; St. Giles Church, 
ul. Grodzka 67, C-5, tel. 
(+48) 602 63 60 36, 
www.nowakultura.eu. A 
chance to hear a wonder-
ful series of concerts in 

breathtaking surroundings. They take place at St. Peter 
& Paul’s Church (ul. Grodzka 52a C-4), every Monday, 
Tuesday and Thursday at 20:00, and every Wednesday, 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday at St. Gile’s Church (ul. 
Grodzka 67, C-5) at 19:00.

Organised for three years, the concerts have quickly 
established themselves as a high point in the cultural life 
of the city, combining as they do a love of fine music with 
support for Krakow’s architectural heritage. 

The organisers believe that ‘exploring Kraków one 
should try to experience some of its culture as it is the 
city’s visiting-card - the key to getting to know it better 
and the source of its unique atmosphere.’ The Concerts 
are performed by the City of Cracow orchestra. This 
chamber group came about thanks to its members’ 
great love of baroque music. The Orchestra consists of 
young, devoted Kraków Music Academy graduates, who 
have also won prizes at many international contests. 

The programme is varied but rest assured all the most popu-
lar classical music bases are covered with A. Vivaldi, W.A. 
Mozart, J.S. Bach, and E. Morricone. Well worth the effort and 
highly-recommended. Q Tickets 50/30zł. Available at City 
Information Point (ul. Św. Jana 2, C-3, Open 10:00 - 18:00).

Classical Music Concerts

25.11 Wednesday
EDITORS 

B-2, Studio, ul. Budryka 4, tel. 0 61 852 43 10. The concert 
is part of the tour called: In this Light promoting the Editors' 
third album. Apparently it's inspired by the movie Blade Runner. 
The Editors' influences can be traced through Interpol back to 
Joy Division, so you know what to expect.QConcert starts at 
20:00. Tickets 100/89zł. Available at www.eventim.pl.

29.11 Friday 
Electric Light Orchestra 
A-2, Maximum Auditorium, ul. Krupnicza 33, www.mak-
roconcert.com. Bygone Brit supergroup ELO will be looking 
to resurrect the glory years when they play with the Polish 
Symphonic Orchestra. Expect all the greatest hits to get an 
airing, including 10538 Overture and Can't Get It Out of 
My Head. Q Concert starts at 19:00. Tickets 120-190zł. 
Available at Empik, Rynek Główny 5, C-3 (Open 09:00 - 22:00).

St. Peter and Paul's ChurchSt. Peter and Paul's Church

oncerts

ConcertsConcerts
In St. Gile's Church

OperaD elightsDelights

New Culture Artistic AgencyNew Culture Artistic Agency

BOOKING SERVICE - RESERVATION
phone: +48 602 636 036,  608 062 459
BOOKING SERVICE - RESERVATION
phone: +48 602 636 036,  608 062 459

PRICE 
50 PLN regular,  30 PLN students
PRICE 
50 PLN regular,  30 PLN students

Every Wednesday, Friday, 
Saturday, Sunday at 7.00 pm. 

Every Wednesday, Friday, 
Saturday, Sunday at 7.00 pm. 

Every 
 at 8.00 pm. 

Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday

Every Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday at 8.00 pm. 

Classical MusicClassical Music
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No matter your budget, thanks to Kraków's ascent into elite 
status as a European destination, there is no lack of accom-
modation options in this fabled city. Don't forget that you can 
now easily compare hotel rates online thanks to a function 
on our website - poland.inyourpocket.com - that scours 
booking engines for the best rates based on your criteria, with 
results often well-below the rack rates we list here (you can 
thank us later). Bear in mind that all prices listed below include 
VAT (7%) and breakfast, unless indicated. Hotels list their 
prices in euros, dollars or złoty; expect to be charged based on 
the day's exchange rate and asked to pay in złoty. Saw a log...

Cream of the Crop
 Amadeus D-3, ul. Mikołajska 20, tel. 012 429 60 70, 
www.hotel-amadeus.pl. A posh effort inspired by the age 
of Mozart with antique furnishings paired with state-of-the-
art trimmings. Prince Charles once bedded down here and 
this is one place which guarantees the memorable stay that 
this historic city requires. Q22 rooms (20 singles €105 - 
190, 20 doubles €115 - 200, 2 apartments €160 - 300). 
PTJHARUFLGKDW hhhh

 andel’s Hotel Cracow D-2, ul. Pawia 3, tel. 012 660 
00 00, www.andelscracow.com. One of the first things 
you’ll see when you step off the train is this ultra-modern hotel 
designed by Jestico & Whiles, so there can be no doubt about 
location. Full of odd curves, recessed floor and wall lighting, 
Andel’s hosts a restaurant, bar and spa centre. Rooms 
feature LCD TVs, CD and DVD players, in-house movies and 
light, bright colours, while the rooftop terrace of the Andel’s 
apartment is simply unbeatable.Q159 rooms (153 singles 
€100 - 210, 153 doubles €110 - 235, 6 apartments €330 
- 520). PTYHARUFLGKDW hhhh

SPLURGE: The Sheraton and the Grand both have suites 
that top the €1000 per night mark, with the Presidential 
suite at Hotel Stary and apartments at the Palac Bone-
rowski also coming close.

CHEAP: Nathan’s Villa is still one of the best, most social 
hostels in town, Secret Garden Hostel the best-located 
and Goodbye Lenin the most charmingly kitsch – all 
are good options. For centrally located budget lodging 
that trades drunken backpackers for a proper bed and 
some privacy, try Tournet or Basztowa Guestrooms. 
Alternatively, visit the nightlife section for suggestions 
on how not to sleep at all.

LADS: Pack mentality suggests you stop pissing around 
and just book into the ever-hospitable Sheraton. How-
ever, if you need to cut costs, look into the Ibis or stay 
central in Campanile or Pod Wawelem. Or just make a 
reservation at the place you stayed in when your other 
buddy got married last year. We’d suggest an apartment, 
but we know you’d destroy it.

FAMILIES: Many Kraków hotels disgrace themselves 
by charging extra for kids over the age of in utero, 
so why not put the fam in an apartment?  In addition 
to allowing everyone in your clan a bit more room 
to roam, you can also squeeze as many offspring 
into the bed as possible at no extra cost and the 
kids can be as loud as they want without irritating 
anyone. Except you.

Lodgings at a GlanceOngoing
Until 04.10 Sunday 
American Dream 
H-3, National Museum, Al. 3 Maja 1, tel. 012 295 55 00. 
With six exhibitions, side-projects and events across the city, 
American Dream promises to be one of the biggest museum 
projects of recent times. It is organised to mark the 90th 
anniversary of diplomatic contacts between Poland and 
the US. The aim of the exhibition is to show various aspects 
important to American culture and includes movie projections, 
documentaries, photos and music. Q Admission 10/5zł, Sun 
free for permanent exhibitions. Open 10:00 - 18:00, Sun 10:00 
- 16:00. Closed Mon. Last entrance 30 minutes before closing.

Until 08.11 Sunday 
Always at Hand. Bags from the Middle Ages 
to the Present 
H-3, National Museum, Al. 3 Maja 1, tel. (+48) 12 295 
55 00, www.muz-nar.krakow.pl.  One for ‘er indoors on a 
rainy day to be sure; whether made of glass beads, cucum-
ber seeds or perhaps crocodile skin;  whether embroidered, 
trimmed with fish scales or woven straw, you can find all types 
of bags at this exhibition. I never thought handbags could be 
so fascinating... a chance to see over 200 great women’s 
bags from a variety of Polish collections. Wow! Q Open 10:00 
- 18:00, Sun 10:00 - 16:00. Closed Mon. Admission 10/5zł.

Until 31.10 Saturday 
Summit of Heroes 
B-2, Bunkier Sztuki, Pl. Szczepański 3a, tel. 012 422 
10 52, www.bunkier.art.pl. An exhibition of 30 artists 
invited by Jagiellonian University including Anna Krenz, 
Tomek Kozak, Zbigniew Rogalski, Janek Simon, Grzegorz 
Sztwiertnia, Magda Bielesz, Anna Senkara and Paweł 
Kruk. It is all about varying attitiudes to myth-making and 
hero-generation, think changing views on Stalin and Russian 
history and you're on the right tracks.QOpen 11:00-18:00, 
Thu 11:00-20:00, Closed Mon. Admission 6/3zł.

Until 06.12 Sunday 
Cracow Jazz Autumn Festival 
D-6, Alchemia, ul. Estery 5, tel. (+48) 12 421 22 00, 
www.alchemia.com.pl. One of the biggest events in the 
history of improvised music is what we are promised here with 
a cycle of 18 concerts and two exhibitions. We will hear 55 art-
ists from all over the world: China, Norway, England, Ukraine, 
Japan and Austria. Half of the projects will be presented for 
the first time in Poland or prepared especially for this event 
so give it a try.QFull schedule and tickets available at www.
alchemia.com.pl. Tickets 20-35zł. 

Outside Town
Until 25.10 Thursday 
Tatra - Time of Explorers 
Zakopane, Galeria Sztuki im. Włodzimierza i Jerzego 
Kulczyckich, Koziniec 8, tel.  18 2 01 29 36, www.
muzeumtatrzanskie.pl. An interdisciplinary exhibition in 
the Art Gallery, a section of the Tatra Musem in Zakopane, 
organised to mark the 120 anniversary of the museum. It 
includes ethnographic, enviromental and art exhibits. It's all 
about exploring the Tatra mountains with artists, scientists, 
writers, poets, photographers as well as tourists and skiers. 
Most of the photography was taken in 19th and early 20th 
century - well worth a look.QOpen 09:00 - 17:00, Sun 09:00-
15:00, Closed Mon, Tue. Admission 7/5.50zł.

321
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 Copernicus C-5, ul. Kanonicza 16, tel. 012 424 34 00, 
www.hotel.com.pl. You’ve chosen well. Few hotels in Central 
Europe can match the standard set by Copernicus, and it’s 
a firm favourite of visiting dignitaries, with guests including 
George W. Tastefully uncluttered the hotel is decorated with 
heavy woodwork, marble, rich fabrics and wall frescoes - 
some dating from the 14th century. Enjoy rooftop terrace 
views of Wawel, gourmet food or the fitness centre and 
swimming pool housed in the medieval cellars.Q29 rooms (4 
singles 800zł, 17 doubles 900 - 980zł, 4 suites 1600 - 2000zł, 
4 apartments 1200 - 1300zł). PTJHARFLG�
KDC hhhhh

 Dwór Kościuszko ul. Papiernicza 3 (Prądnik Biały), 
tel. 012 614 14 41, www.donimirski.com. With hotels 
like the Gródek and Pugetów to their name you can count 
the Donimirski group to bring you quality every time, and so 
it is with their latest offering. Get set for a memorable time 
in a hotel themed on the life and times of the Polish patriotic 
hero Tadeusz Kośćiuszko. Set in the historic and revital-
ised grounds of what was once the summer residence of 
Kraków’s bishops, Kościuszko Manor is just outside the 
Old Town within the cultural Dworek Białoprądnicki park 
complex. Enjoy elaborately dressed rooms and all the fine 
touches you would expect of a four-star boutique hotel 
with a spate of cultural events happening nearby nightly. 
Q24 rooms (23 singles 320 - 360zł, 23 doubles 350 - 
390zł, 1 apartment 550zł). PTHARUKDXW 
hhhhh

 Francuski C-2, ul. Pijarska 13, tel. 012 627 37 77, 
www.orbis.pl. The kind of place where doormen and 
por ters wear gold braiding on their uni forms. A grand 
effor t, Francuski squeezes classic furni ture into the 
rather tight quar ters. Beds are large and all rooms fea-
ture minibars, internet access and trouser press. Note 
that not all rooms have air-condi tioning. Q42 rooms 
(27 singles 560zł, 23 doubles 560zł, 15 apar tments 
667 - 758zł). Breakfast 53zł. PTJHARGKW 
hhhh

 Grand C-2, ul. Sławkowska 5/7, tel. 012 421 72 55, 
www.grand.pl. Grace and elegance in rooms dating from the 
1860s. Original wood beam ceilings, stained glass windows 
and ceremonious service complete the imperial ambience. 
Q64 rooms (10 singles €250, 45 doubles €280, 9 apart-
ments €350 - 1500). PTJHARUFKDXW 
hhhhh

 Gródek D-3, ul. Na Gródku 4, tel. 012 431 90 30, www.
donimirski.com. The honeymoon choice. Brought to you by 
the same team behind the Pugetów and Maltański, so the 
quality comes as no surprise. The interior, designed by Swiss 
studio IKRL, is redolent of an aristocrat’s country retreat, and 
the individually designed rooms come with vases of flowers, 
bathrobes and a homely look that reeks of romantic class. 
Adjacent to a Dominican convent, Gródek offers an air of 
complete serenity. Q23 rooms (3 singles 390 - 600zł, 18 
doubles 420 - 640zł, 2 apartments 590 - 800zł). PTHA�
RULGKDW hhhh

 Holiday Inn Krakow City Center D-4, ul. Wielopole 4, 
tel. 012 619 00 00, www.hik.krakow.pl. Nothing short 
of top-level standards courtesy of the Holiday Inn. Easy-on-
the-eye navy blue colours, staff who fuss over you and large 
rooms make this the reliable choice one expects. For the best 
price check out their web page which sports daily special 
offers. Q154 rooms (124 singles €109 - 199, 124 doubles 
€129 - 219, 30 suites €159 - 299). PTJHARU�
FLKX hhhhh

 Hotel Stary C-2, ul. Szczepańska 5, tel. 012 384 08 
08, www.stary.hotel.com.pl. A feast of opulence awaits 
inside one of Poland’s top hotels. Gain entry via a huge 
hardwood door that automatically swings open, James 
Bond-style. Occupying a former aristocratic residence many 
of the original details have been retained, to go alongside 
chic touches such as a glass lift that zips guests to their 
rooms. Accommodation comes with bathrooms fitted with 
Italian marble, and sumptuous rooms filled with creature 
comforts. A subterranean pool can be found in the cellars, 
while perched on top of the hotel is a rooftop bar with views 
staring onto the main square. Q53 rooms (8 singles 720zł, 
34 doubles 810zł, 4 suites 1026zł, 6 apartments 1368 - 
1710zł, 1 Presidential Suite 2052zł). PTJHARF�
LKDXCW hhhhh

 Novotel Kraków Centrum H-3, ul. Kościuszki 5, tel. 
012 299 29 00, www.accorhotels.com. Decorated with 
bright blue and orange patterns the Novotel Centrum offers 
all the comforts you’d associate with a big brand name. 
The hotel includes air-conditioning from top-to-bottom, 
sauna, one of Kraków’s few hotel pools and facilities fully 
geared towards the disabled. The upper floors feature views 
overlooking Wawel Castle. Q198 rooms (192 singles 
325 - 675zł, 192 doubles 325 - 675zł, 6 apartments 600 - 
1050zł). Breakfast 65zł. PTHARUFKDXCW 
hhhh

 Ostoya Palace A-4, ul. Piłsudskiego 24, tel. 012 
430 90 00, www.ostoyapalace.pl. Occupying a palace 
dating from 1895 the Ostoya is a decent addition to 
Kraków’s luxury bracket, and rooms feature custom-
made furni ture, broadband internet and the classical 
atmosphere of the Imperial Age. Adjoining bathrooms 
come with heated towel racks and bathroom floors, and 
some with jacuzzi tubs. Q24 rooms (4 singles 660zł, 19 
doubles 730zł, 1 apartment 1140zł). PTHAUK�
DXW hhhh

 Pałac Bonerowski (Bonerowski Palace) C-3, 
ul. Św. Jana 1, tel. 012 374 13 00, www.palac-
bonerowski.pl. A masterpiece of a hotel occupying a 
historic property dating from the early 16th century - King 
Jan Sobieski walked these corridors back in the 17th cen-
tury. Many of the original details have been retained and 
restored, including gothic columns and medieval masonry 
and rooms come beautifully appointed with voluptuous 
drapes and elegant furnishings. Features of note include a 
sweeping stairwell, chandelier hovering above, as well as 
the full range of top-class services. Best of all rooms come 
with grandstand views facing the main square, allowing you 
to do all your holiday snaps from the comfort of your room. 
Q14 rooms (8 singles €120 - 140, 8 doubles €140 - 160, 
6 apartments €200 - 1370). Tax 7%. PTHARUF�
GKDW hhhhh

 Qubus Hotel Kraków J-4, ul. Nadwiślańska 6, tel. 
012 374 51 00, www.qubushotel.com. A cool design 
includes an eye-catching wall that juts out at an angle from 
the hotel’s façade. Air-conditioned rooms come furnished to 
high standards and feature 26 inch televisions, broadband 
internet as well as an ironing board to help with keeping 
up appearances. Unsurprisingly there’s a heavy business 
slant to this hotel, with five conference rooms to pick from, 
while for after-work moments take timeout in the fitness 
centre - complete with top floor swimming pool with views 
stretching over central Kraków. Q194 rooms (98 singles 
€126 - 167, 85 doubles €143 - 184, 10 suites €177 - 240, 
1 apartment €217 - 275). PTHARUFLK�
DXCW hhhh

SAVE&STAY RESERVATION 
GUARANTEES YOUR SMILE.
CHECK OUR WEBSITE TO FIND 
THE BEST PRICES!

www.qubushotel.com

GORZÓW WLKP.
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ZŁOTORYJA

WROCŁAW

WAŁBRZYCH

GLIWICE
KATOWICE

KRAKÓW

KIELCE

ŁÓDŹ

GDAŃSK

BIELSKO-BIAŁA 
(2010)

www.hotelunicus.pl
ul. Floriańska 35 / Św. Marka 20

31-020 Kraków
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enjoy landscaped gardens complete with rare plants, the oc-
casional peacock and a tavern. Q180 rooms (176 singles 
€69 - 160, 176 doubles €79 - 160, 4 apartments €180 - 350). 
Breakfast €15. PTHARUFLKDX hhhhh

 Elektor D-2, ul. Szpitalna 28, tel. 012 423 23 17, www.
hotelelektor.com.pl. A guest list that is second to none. 
Both the King of Norway and Emperor of Japan have used 
the hotel as their base, while the restaurant has cooked for 
Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II. Double rooms feature a separate 
lounge, while suites are equipped for the serious business 
traveller. Note that not all rooms have air-conditioning. Q15 
rooms (3 singles €59 - 99, 3 doubles €79 - 119, 9 apartments 
€99 - 149). PTJHALKXW hhh

 Ester E-6, ul. Szeroka 20, tel. 012 429 11 88, www.
hotel-ester.krakow.pl. Rather overpriced, but the Ka-
zimierz location keeps business brisk in this unremarkable 
hotel. Double glazing, lots of pink touches and a decent 
restaurant. Q32 rooms (8 singles €60 - 149, 19 doubles 
€70 - 175, 5 triples €80 - 185, 1 apartment €140 - 350). 
PTHARLKDXW hhh

 Express by Holiday Inn ul. Opolska 14 (Krowodrza), 
tel. 012 376 37 00, www.krakowexpress.pl. Boasting 
some of the most comfortable beds in the city, as well as what 
surely rates as the longest corridor (105 metres), all rooms 
are equipped with internet access, cheerful blue colours and 
cable TV. Q181 rooms (52 singles 400 - 450zł, 129 doubles 
450 - 495zł). PTHAUKXW hhh

 Farmona Hotel Business & Spa ul. Jugowicka 10c 
(Łagiewniki), tel. 012 252 70 70, fax  012 252 70 71, 
recepcja@farmonahotel.com, www.farmonahotel.com. 
Situated seven kilometres from the city centre this star is 
hoping to lure both business and leisure travellers on account 
of state-of-the-art conference facilities as well as some of 
the best spa treatments in Southern Poland, including the 
only specialist hair care program in the country. Set behind 
a modern exterior rooms come with dark, soothing colours, 
and include flatscreen TV and free wireless internet access. 
Note that not all rooms have air-conditioning. Q31 rooms (28 
singles 290 - 330zł, 28 doubles 330 - 370zł, 3 apartments 
540 - 650zł). PTHARUGKDW hhh

 Hotel Kossak A-5, Pl. Kossaka 1, tel. 012 379 59 00, 
www.hotelkossak.pl. The team behind the highly-lauded 
Senacki Hotel have added a star for their new effort near 
the Wisła riverbank, which opened in April. 60 elegant, well-
appointed rooms with flatscreen TVs, wifi and adjustable air 
conditioning - more than two-thirds of which overlook Wawel 
Castle - are at your disposal, as well as a large conference cen-
tre with state of the art audio-visual equipment and a classy 6th 
floor restaurant ideal for receptions and daydreaming from the 
terrace.Q60 rooms (55 singles 540 - 630zł, 55 doubles 590 - 
680zł, 5 suites 980zł). PTHAUFKDXW hhhh

NEW

 Hotel Unicus C-2, ul. Floriańska 35 / Św. Marka 20, 
tel. (+48) 12 433 71 11, www.hotelunicus.pl. Nice 
choice. Located a short walk from the train station and right 
on a corner of the royal route it’s difficult to feel like you’re 
staying anywhere other than the heart of the city. Modern 
convenience in an elegant old building, the dapper rooms in-
clude everything you’d expect from a new upmarket hotel and 
guests can enjoy the use of a fitness room and sauna, as well 
as conference facilities and a stylish restaurant with a lauded 
chef (Rafał Targosz) calling shots behind the scenes. Q34 
rooms (12 singles 500zł, 21 doubles 600 - 700zł, 1 apartment 
1200zł). PTHARFLKDXW hhhh

 Radisson Blu B-4, ul. Straszewskiego 17, tel. 012 
618 88 88, fax  012 618 88 89, www.radissonsas.
com. Over 400 paintings from the Kraków Academy of Art 
decorate the walls, while other trimmings include high-speed 
internet access, gym and ice-making machines on each 
floor. Choose between rooms decorated in either ‘ocean’ 
(turquoise shades, smooth lines) or ‘city-style’ (scarlet colours 
and edges). Regardless, both boast three telephone lines, 
heated bathroom floors and the best TV units you’ll find in 
Poland. Q196 rooms (196 singles 595 - 945zł, 196 doubles 
690 - 1040zł, 19 apartments 760 - 1290zł, 49 Business 
Class Room 690 - 1040zł).  PTJHARUFLK�
DXW hhhhh

 Sheraton Kraków A-5, ul. Powiśle 7, tel. 012 662 10 
00, www.sheraton.com/krakow. The choice of the stars. 
This is where the Real Madrid football team stayed back in 
2004, though usually it’s wealthy tourists and corporate 
travellers who bustle through the glass-covered atrium in 
this sparkling five star venture. Rooms come decorated with 
chequered scarlet colour schemes and state-of-the-art ame-
nities. Q232 rooms (224 singles 850 - 1100zł, 224 doubles 
920 - 1170zł, 7 suites 1495 - 2315zł, 1 Wawel Suite 4010zł). 
Tax 7%. PTHARUFKDXCW hhhhh

 Wentzl C-3, Rynek Główny 19, tel. 012 430 26 64, 
www.wentzl.pl. A world-class hotel with the best views in 
the city. The rooms come decked in rich fabrics, hand-woven 
rugs, beautiful carpentry work and original artwork. The staff 
will do anything, within the realms of decency, to ensure a 
smooth stay: from booking opera tickets to reserving flights. 
Q18 rooms (18 singles €159, 18 doubles €169 - 179). 
PTJARLGKW hhh

Upmarket
 Art Hotel Niebieski H-3, ul. Flisacka 3, tel. 012 431 18 
58, www.niebieski.com.pl. One of the top hotels in town, 
and the favoured stamping ground of best selling author/
historian Norman Davies. Small details count, and there’s 
plenty at the ‘Blue Hotel’: from heated bathroom floors to 
high-speed internet. Riverside location in a quiet corner of 
Kraków. Q12 rooms (12 singles 340zł, 12 doubles 380 - 
470zł). THARGKXW hhh

 Atrium C-1, ul. Krzywa 7, tel. 012 430 02 03, www.
hotelatrium.com.pl. Clean, spacious rooms furnished in a 
subtle, Scandinavian fashion. The well-equipped conference 
room can fit up to 70 people and suites are equipped with 
kitchenettes, living room and two beds. Note that not all 
rooms have air-conditioning.Q52 rooms (3 singles €45 - 
65, 39 doubles €55 - 73, 8 triples €75 - 89, 2 apartments 
€99 - 109). PTHAULKXW hhh

 Cracovia H-3, Al. Focha 1, tel. 012 424 56 00, www.
accorhotels.com. A massive concrete facade hides an 
interior that resembles an Austin Powers set. Furnishings are 
average and the bathrooms can be cramped, though all the 
expectations of international hotel service will be met. Its vast 
size makes it a popular choice for busloads of tourists. Note 
that not all rooms have air-conditioning. Pets welcome at an ad-
ditional cost of 39zł. The building has wifi, but you’ll have to buy 
a special card at reception to get on the grid.Q314 rooms (115 
singles 257zł, 191 doubles 329zł, 8 apartments 399 - 699zł). 
Breakfast 32zł. POTHARULKXW hhh

 Crown Piast Hotel & Park ul. Radzikowskiego 109 
(Bronowice), tel. 012 683 26 00, www.hotelpiast.pl. 
Pleasant accommodation with floral-patterned duvets, good 
bathrooms and all the trifling extras like satellite TV. Outside 
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 Matejko D-1, Pl. Matejki 8, tel. 012 422 47 37, www.
matejkohotel.pl. A grand effort inside a fully restored tenement 
building. Swish rooms come with rich colours and modern trap-
pings, offering a fine balance between past and present. Fully 
air-conditioned throughout, and with the full set of business 
facilities to boot. Note that not all rooms have air-conditioning.
Q48 rooms (3 singles 260 - 360zł, 42 doubles 320 - 420zł, 3 
apartments 500 - 600zł). PTHARUGKD hhh

 Monopol C-4, ul. Św. Gertrudy 6, tel. 012 422 76 66, www.
rthotels.com.pl. If you visited Kraków approximately five years 
ago you may remember the Monopol as a right house of horror. 
Times have changed and the Monopol is now unrecognizable from 
its former state. Soft coloured rooms come with flowers, internet 
access and an airy aesthetic, bringing it in line with the competi-
tion. Q75 rooms (2 singles 175 - 289zł, 54 doubles 199 - 399zł, 
18 triples 260 - 519zł). TJHARUGKW hhh

 Novotel Kraków Bronowice F-2, ul. Armii Krajowej 11, 
tel. 012 622 64 00, www.accorhotels.com. With over 300 
rooms under their roof this is one of Kraków’s larger hotels, 
and as such primed for large conferences and tour groups 
casting a glance at the higher end of the hotel market. Ac-
commodation touts a clean and bright design, incorporating 
simple colours with modern facilities. Start the day with a 
few lengths in the swimming pool, and finish it with late night 
cocktails in their bar. Q305 rooms (304 singles 241 - 439zł, 
304 doubles 241 - 439zł, 1 apartment 465 - 658zł). Breakfast 
50zł. POTHARUFLKDXCW hhhh

 Pod Różą (Under the Rose) C-3, ul. Floriańska 14, 
tel. 012 424 33 00, www.hotel.com.pl. A beautifully 
restored historic hotel, and formerly the stamping ground 
of Tsar Aleksander I and Franz Liszt. Recent renovations 
have done nothing to disturb the character and rooms come 
with state-of-the-art facilities, Persian rugs and important 
looking antiques. Q57 rooms (13 singles 562 - 650zł, 
37 doubles 612 - 720zł, 7 apartments 1020 - 1600zł). 
PTJHARFKDXW hhhh

 Polski Pod Białym Orłem C-2, ul. Pijarska 17, tel. 012 
422 11 44, www.podorlem.com.pl. A classical looking 
hotel with corridors decorated in tapestries and reproductions 
of famous Polish art. Furnished in a faux 19th century style, 
the apartments are reasonably impressive. The singles and 
doubles however are starting to look a little bleak and gloomy, 
though most boast views of Floriańska Gate. Note that not 
all rooms have air-conditioning.Q57 rooms (28 singles 290 
- 375zł, 21 doubles 355 - 525zł, 5 triples 430 - 610zł, 3 apart-
ments 630 - 1040zł). PTJAUX hhh

 Pugetów D-4, ul. Starowiślna 15a, tel. 012 432 49 50, 
www.donimirski.com. At last Kraków can boast the attrac-
tive, boutique hotel that it deserves. No expense has been 
spared creating this intimate spot and your accommodation 
comes with embroidered bathrobes and some 200 television 
channels to veg in front of. Rooms come with their own unique 
design, and names like Conrad and Bonaparte. Our favourite, 
the Kwiatkowski apartment, features oil paintings, bone china 
and soft cream fabrics. Treat yourself. Q7 rooms (2 singles 
280zł, 1 double 350 - 450zł, 1 triple 400 - 510zł, 1 suite 380 - 
400zł, 2 apartments 500zł). PTHARLXW hhh

 Regent D-7, ul. Bożego Ciała 19, tel. 012 430 62 34, 
www.rthotels.pl. A perky yellow building with spacious 
rooms decked out with wooden furniture, cobalt-blue bath-
rooms and friendly emergency signs that reassuringly read 
‘Don’t panic!’. Located in the heart of Kazimierz. Q39 rooms 
(4 singles 199 - 239zł, 29 doubles 259 - 333zł, 6 triples 349 
- 419zł). THARUKX hhh

 Rezydent C-3, ul. Grodzka 9, tel. 012 429 54 10, www.
rezydent.krakow.pl. Outstanding quality found behind a 
medieval façade. Suites are decorated in contemporary 
fashion, while the doubles and singles come with vaulted 
ceilings and original stencil-work. On the main strip, so ex-
pect noise. Q52 rooms (8 singles €71 - 86, 29 doubles 
€85 - 118, 7 triples €118 - 139, 8 apartments €118 - 309). 
TJHARUKX hhh

 Rubinstein E-6, ul. Szeroka 12, tel. 012 384 00 
00, www.hotelrubinstein.com. I t’s no longer possible 
to refer to Kazimierz as Kraków’s upcoming district. 
Kazimierz has well and truly arrived, and this place is 
the proof. In keeping wi th the spiri t of the area rooms 
in the Rubinstein come wi th elegant car ved wood 
f inishes, luxurious rugs and antique details. Some 
feature restored timber ceilings, and all are treated 
to modern finishes that include gleaming bathrooms, 
air condi tioning and satelli te TV. Si tuated right in the 
thick of the tourist trail, so expect a host of sights right 
on your doorstep. Q27 rooms (4 singles 640zł, 18 
doubles 700zł, 5 sui tes 1000 - 2000zł). PTHA�
RUFLGKDXW hhhh

 Secesja C-7, ul. Paulińska 24, tel. 012 430 74 64, 
www.hotelsecesja.krakow.pl. A modern structure 
with some token Secessionist moti fs in the lobby and 
restaurant. Rooms boast bay windows wi th views of 
Kazimierz. Q28 rooms (5 singles €49 - 88, 21 doubles 
€60 - 109, 2 sui tes €130). PTHAULGK�
DXW hhh

 Senacki C-4, ul. Grodzka 51, tel. 012 422 76 86, www.
senacki.pl. A beautifully renovated historic building is the 
setting for this high-standard hotel. Well-appointed rooms 
include easy colour schemes and great views of old Kraków. 
Planted between Wawel and Old Town Square. Note that 
not all rooms have air-conditioning.Q20 rooms (4 singles 
360 - 400zł, 14 doubles 500 - 540zł, 2 suites 575 - 615zł). 
PTARULG hhh

 Sympozjum ul. Kobierzyńska 47 (Dębniki), tel. 012 
261 86 00, www.sympozjum.com.pl. A smart hotel 
with different colour schemes on each floor. Polite service 
and soft rock music greets you in the lobby, while the 
basement houses meeting rooms and swimming pool. 
Bedrooms are large, quiet and fitted with soft carpets and 
good minibars. Q80 rooms (75 singles 450zł, 75 doubles 
550zł, 5 apartments 890zł). PTHAULKDX�
CW hhhhh

Mid-Range
 Abel E-6, ul. Józefa 30, tel. 012 411 87 36, www.
hotelabel.pl. A charismatic hotel with eccentric art and 
assorted bric-a-brac in a lobby that also comes with piles of 
tourism pamphlets to peruse. The warm welcome supplied 
by the receptionists is similar to the ones found in family-run 
enterprises, and the set of wooden stairs leads guests to 
rooms primly furnished with modern fittings and light colours. 
One of the best deals in the area. Q14 rooms (3 singles 
160 - 180zł, 8 doubles 190 - 250zł, 3 triples 210 - 270zł). A

 Alef C-6, ul. Św. Agnieszki 5, tel. 012 424 31 31, fax  
012 424 31 32, alef@alef.pl, www.alef.pl. Immerse your-
self in pre-war Kazimierz. Decorated with restored antiques 
and wood floors Alef is both eccentric and enchanting. No 
TVs, that would just ruin the atmosphere. Note that not all 
rooms have air-conditioning.Q43 rooms (43 singles €56, 41 
doubles €74, 2 triples €92). HARGK hhh

The word Kraków originates from Krak (or Krakus), the 
fabled ruler of the Vistulan tribes, who according to leg-
end founded the city some time around 700AD and who, 
among a great many other possible things, valiantly led 
an army against the Gaulles in Carinthia. Further legends 
surrounding Krak include either him or one of his two 
sons slaying Smok, the equally implausible dragon who 
once lived in a cave inside Wawel Hill, and that of his 
daughter Wanda’s refusal to marry a German prince, an 
act that led directly to her spearheading a victorious at-
tack against an invading Germanic horde. Wanda ended 
her days by throwing herself in the Wisła in order to save 
Poland from further peril, and they all lived happily ever 
after. Parallels have been drawn between Krak and St. 
George, as well as the Czech ruler, Krok. You decide.

What’s In a Name? 
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 Alexander B-2, ul. Garbarska 18, tel. 012 422 96 60, 
fax  012 422 97 61, rezerwacja@alexhotel.pl, www.
alexhotel.pl. Conventional three-star comfort on the edge 
of Old Town. Identikit rooms come with blue and yellow colour 
schemes and pristine bathrooms. If you find your mind wan-
dering during meetings, then the top floor conference room 
offers scenic views of the city skyline. Q40 rooms (2 singles 
150 - 300zł, 23 doubles 220 - 420zł, 15 triples 280 - 480zł). 
PTJHARULGK hhh

 Amber B-2, ul. Garbarska 10, tel. 012 421 06 06, www.
hotel-amber.pl. Set across two floors and a loft the Amber 
combines pleasing cream and caramel colours to compliment 
the light and modern interiors. Rooms offer satellite TV and 
internet access, as well as generous duvets in which to sink 
inside. Found down a quiet street just minutes from all the 
action. Note that not all rooms have air conditioning. Q18 
rooms (2 singles 319 - 350zł, 18 doubles 399 - 499zł, 6 
triples 499 - 599zł). PTHARULGKW hhh

 Antica H-2, ul. Czarnowiejska 76, tel. 012 631 23 50, 
www.antica.jordan.pl. 17 clean, comfortable rooms are avail-
able in this guest house about a twenty minute two-step from 
the market square. Singles, doubles and triples are available 
and have married beds that can be joined together or separated 
depending on the state of your union or number of bedfellows. All 
rooms have a shower, satellite TV, safe and internet connection; 
however single room tenants are obliged to use the first floor 
communal toilets or pack a bedpan. Another disadvantage is the 
lack of an elevator, so be prepared to leg it to the third floor or 
sleep in the foyer. Q17 rooms (5 singles 120 - 150zł, 9 doubles 
210 - 250zł, 3 triples 280 - 330zł). HARX

 Aparthotel Mały Kraków D-1, ul. Kurniki 4, tel. 012 
619 43 00, www.maly-krakow.pl. Staying in the old town 
no longer means clanking around antique furnishings and tot-
tering up creaky stairs. The Aparthotel touts a sharp designer 
edge with light woods, flower arrangements and internet 
access. Rooms come with fully functioning kitchens, and are 
ideal for group or family travel. Q16 rooms (16 apartments 
150 - 410zł). TARLXW

 Aparthotel Spatz D-6, ul. Miodowa 11, tel. 012 424 01 
00, www.spatz.pl. Though not in the best part of Kazimierz 
this classy apartment-hotel is a great place to stay if you want 
to be in the very heart of the action. Minutes from the nightlife 
of Plac Nowy the rooms are bigger than average and come 
with bigger than average flat screen TVs. Note that the lack 
of air conditioning might stifle a few wanting to stay here, but 
for the price - which includes a wonderful buffet breakfast - you 
can’t go too far wrong. Q28 rooms (2 singles 332 - 424zł, 
26 doubles 378 - 424zł). TARKX

 Ascot Hotel E-3, ul. Radziwiłłowska 3, tel. 012 384 06 
06, www.ascothotel.pl. A modern front shields a sharply 
designed hotel that includes reprints of classic works by 
Tamara Lempicka in the lobby, and free internet access inside 
each room. Smartly appointed rooms come with reddish car-
pets and bouncy beds, while the shining white bathrooms also 
include hairdryers - not always a given in Poland. Q49 rooms 
(4 singles €75 - 95, 36 doubles €90 - 120, 7 triples €105 - 
135, 2 quads €120 - 160). PTHAULXW hhh

 Astoria D-6, ul. Józefa 24, tel. 012 432 50 10, www.
astoriahotel.pl. The large rooms are all air-conditioned, bright, 
and painted fresh yellow. The hotel restaurant serves Polish and 
international dishes and is open for passers-by too. Our favourite 
detail: the huge buttons in the elevator. Q33 rooms (25 singles 
210 - 330zł, 24 doubles 250 - 380zł, 6 triples 330 - 410zł, 2 
apartments 350 - 450zł). PTHARULGKD hhh

 Batory E-3, ul. Sołtyka 19, tel. 012 294 30 30, www.
hotelbatory.pl. You may be suspicious of staying in a 
former shoe factory, but this family-run enterprise stands 
out on account of its individuality and warm welcome. At-
tractive rooms come brimming with pine fittings, paintings 
and flowers, while smoking is banned throughout. Note 
that not all rooms have air-conditioning. Q29 rooms (24 
singles €50 - 60, 24 doubles €60 - 75, 5 triples €80 - 90). 
PTHAULGKW hhh

 Benefis A-6, ul. Barska 2, tel. 012 252 07 10, www.
hotelbenefis.pl. A decent deal with bright, sunny rooms 
that reflect the age of the hotel - brand new. Of note is the 
studio apartment, set at the top of the building complete with 
slanted skylight and separate lounge area. Q20 rooms (12 
singles 230 - 250zł, 12 doubles 250 - 300zł, 8 suites 300 - 
350zł). TARUG hhh

 Best Western Premier Krakow Hotel ul. Opolska 14a 
(Krowodrza), tel. 012 376 37 00, www.krakowpremier.
pl. If you’re thinking of staying in the world’s largest hotel 
chain, then you probably know what to expect. Well, hang 
on, this is the nicest BW we’ve ever seen. Opened in 2008, 
this thoroughly modern, white-washed effort hardly looks like 
it was turned out by the cookie cutter; with a strange red 
and white peacock feather pattern decorating the facade, 
that’s evident straight-away. The rooms are standard - free 
internet, LCD TVs, mini-fridge, safe, Picasso reprint - and 
hotel services include laundry and 24 hour room service in 
case you need a bottle of champagne at 3 am. A day spa, 
swimming pool, sauna, fitness room and business facilities 
are also available, as well as a shuttle bus service ferrying 
guests from the hotel - just north of the centre - into the Old 
Town. Q169 rooms (73 singles 250 - 400zł, 92 doubles 
300 - 445zł, 2 suites 450 - 645zł, 2 apartments 450 - 645zł). 
PTHARUFLKDXCW hhhh

 Campanile D-3, ul. Św. Tomasza 34, tel. 012 424 26 
00, www.campanile.com.pl. The bright rooms come 
decorated in the Campanile flagship colours of cream and 
green, and feature satellite TV and bathtubs. Ask for one of 
the top-floor quarters that overlook the surrounding Planty 
Park. Q106 rooms (105 singles 219 - 359zł, 105 doubles 
219 - 359zł, 1 apartment 480 - 520zł). Breakfast 32zł. 
PTJHAUXW hh

 Chopin Cracow K-2, ul. Przy Rondzie 2, tel. 012 299 
00 00, www.chopinhotel.com. A modern building offering 
clean-cut, functional accommodation and a western attitude 
to service. Free wireless internet access for guests, as well 
as regular promotions to keep an eye out for. Recent renova-
tions have seen all the rooms upgraded. Q220 rooms (219 
singles 304 - 420zł, 219 doubles 343 - 458zł, 1 apartment 
481 - 574zł). PTHARUFLKDXW hhh

 Classic D-3, ul. Św. Tomasza 32, tel. 012 424 03 03, 
www.hotel-classic.pl. The work of a Danish architect, 
Classic combines clean lines and sleek furnishings with an 
exterior that slots in neatly with the surrounding Old Town. 
All rooms come with satellite TV, internet connection and air-
conditioning. Q30 rooms (25 singles €75 - 110, 25 doubles 
€85 - 120, 3 triples €95 - 135, 5 apartments €135 - 160). 
PTJARULKX hhh
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 Club-Hotel Atlantic I-3, ul. Stradomska 15, tel. 012 
422 15 44, www.starekino.pl. Located within the Atlantic 
Fitness & Wellness centre, this is more of a spa/sports club 
with rooms than a true hotel. The simple rooms with large 
beds aren’t quite as impressive as the fine squash courts, but 
you can expect your fellow guests to roam the halls exclusively 
in spandex and sports bras. The fitness facilities are included 
in the price and it’s assumed that you’re staying here specifi-
cally to take advantage of them. With your own room on the 
premises you’ll really be able to pimp the weight room. Pump 
it up.Q6 rooms (6 singles 189zł, 6 doubles 239zł, 2 triples 
269zł). PAFGW

 Dom Casimi E-6, ul. Szeroka 7/8, tel. 012 426 11 93, 
www.casimi.pl. Light and bright lodgings overlooking scenic 
Szeroka. Rooms are kept simple with wooden fittings and 
basics like TV and internet connection provided. Bathrooms 
are spic and span, straight out of a catalogue, and best of 
all you find yourself sleeping right above an Indian restaurant. 
Q12 rooms (10 singles 150 - 230zł, 10 doubles 240 - 310zł, 
1 triple 260 - 370zł, 1 quad 340 - 430zł). THARLGK

 Dom Polonii C-3, Rynek Główny 14, tel. 012 422 61 58, 
fax  012 422 43 55, biuro@swp.krakow.pl, www.swp.
krakow.pl. The best deal on the Old Town Square. Rooms 
have high ceilings and large windows looking down on the 
crowds milling down ul. Grodzka. It’s on the third floor and 
there’s no lift - but you’re rewarded with quirky Japanese ceil-
ing decorations at the top of the stairs. Q3 rooms (2 singles 
198zł, 2 doubles 236zł, 1 apartment 267 - 348zł). Breakfast 
18zł. THARGKW

 Eden E-6, ul. Ciemna 15, tel. 012 430 65 65, www.
hoteleden.pl. A modern Kazimierz hotel that caters to all, 
but keeps Jewish guests in mind, with fragments of the 
Torah on the doors, Kraków’s only truly kosher restaurant, 
original paintings of Kazimierz life, and the only mikveh (Jewish 
ritual bath house) in Poland. On top of that they also boast 
a salt cave to regenerate your body and spirit. Q27 rooms 
(25 singles 160 - 280zł, 21 doubles 260 - 380zł, 5 triples 
380 - 490zł, 2 apartments 480 - 600zł). THARUG�
KDW hhh

 Europejski E-2, ul. Lubicz 5, tel. 012 423 25 10, www.
he.pl. When nationalised in the 1960s the Europejski’s former 
owner was humiliatingly made to work in another hotel. Now 
firmly back in the hands of the Czepczyk family, renovated 
rooms have plush furnishings, and the bathrooms have been 
fully updated. Q41 rooms (2 singles 299zł, 11 doubles 355zł, 
5 triples 399zł, 18 suites 455zł, 4 apartments 495 - 589zł, 
1 Presidential apartment 750zł). TJHAULKDW 
hhh

 Floryan C-2, ul. Floriańska 38, tel. 012 431 14 18, www.
floryan.com.pl. A very good choice. If you’re not travelling 
lightly then the singles and doubles can appear cramped, 
but the apartments are positively huge. ‘90s chic prevails 
with spotless parquet floors, lots of colour and IKEA-style 
vases and lamps dotted around. Q21 rooms (21 singles 
250 - 430zł, 21 doubles 320 - 470zł, 5 triples 500 - 580zł). 
PTHARKXW hhh

 Fortuna A-3, ul. Czapskich 5, tel. 012 422 31 43, www.
hotel-fortuna.com.pl. A pleasant hotel with beaming faces 
at the reception desk and antique furniture in the restaurant. 
Upstairs, rooms feature attractive green and yellow colours 
and are well soundproofed from the trams that roll by outside. 
Q25 rooms (3 singles 220 - 260zł, 15 doubles 290 - 370zł, 
5 triples 340 - 430zł, 2 apartments 360 - 450zł). THA�
RULKW hhh

 Fortuna Bis A-3, ul. Piłsudskiego 25, tel. 012 430 10 
25, www.hotel-fortuna.com.pl. Similar to its neighbouring 
counterpart, Fortuna, this version features a wraparound 
courtyard balcony festooned with flowerpots and shrubs. 
Q23 rooms (8 singles 220 - 260zł, 10 doubles 290 - 
370zł, 2 triples 340 - 430zł, 2 apartments 360 - 450zł). 
THAULKW hhh

 Hotel Kazimierz D-6, ul. Miodowa 16, tel. 012 421 
66 29, www.hk.com.pl. Beautiful stained glass windows 
inside the restaurant fill this hotel with an upscale ambiance. 
Upstairs simple, modern rooms meet three-star standards, 
generally have at least one sloping wall, and come with 
spongy wallpaper you can’t keep your fingers off. Note that 
not all rooms have air-conditioning. Q37 rooms (8 singles 
160 - 230zł, 27 doubles 200 - 270zł, 2 triples 255 - 400zł). 
PTHAUW hhh

 Hotel Kazimierz Annex D-6, ul. Miodowa 18, tel. 
012 421 66 29, www.hk.com.pl. Booking a bed in 
the atmospheric former Jewish district is a great idea 
and now your chances of being able to are even greater 
with this amendment to the next door Hotel Kazimierz. 
Here’s 9 extra rooms with internet, AC and satelli te TV, 
while all services (restaurant, reception, information) 
are in the main building next door. You pay less for that 
extra walk and i t’s a great deal: book before next spring 
to enjoy the incredibly cheap promotional prices. Q9 
rooms (9 singles 138zł, 9 doubles 138zł, 3 triples 198zł). 
AXW hhh

 Hotel Kazimierz II E-5, ul. Starowiślna 60, tel. 
012 426 80 70, www.hk.com.pl. A well restored 19th 
century façade hides rooms containing cream and scarlet 
flourishes and, in some, grand extras such as period-

style wardrobes. A very good middle-of-the-road gig this, 
with rooms armed with TV and internet access and a 
location on the border of the hip Kazimierz district. Q23 
rooms (23 singles 160 - 230zł, 21 doubles 200 - 270zł). 
THALW hhh

 Ibis Kraków Centrum A-5, ul. Syrokomli 2, tel. 
012 299 33 00, www.accorhotels.com. You know 
what to expect with the Ibis brand. While not an adven-
turous choice the guys behind the French chain show 
an unflagging commitment to maintaining international 
standards and high-grade service. Spotless furnishings 
and a central location add to the appeal and rooms 
have recently been fully renovated. Q175 rooms (175 
singles 249zł, 175 doubles 249zł). Breakfast 29zł. PT�
JAULKXW hh

 Jordan C-1, ul. Długa 9, tel. 012 430 02 92, www.
jordan.pl. Rooms are compact and straight-forward 
affairs and although not state-of-the-art, facili ties have 
a newish feel about them. The glass elevator is a nice 
touch, and the hotel is walking distance from the train 
station. Q19 rooms (15 singles 150zł, 15 doubles 250zł, 
8 triples 330zł, 1 quad 400zł, 2 apar tments 360zł). 
TJHARKX

 Karmel E-6, ul. Kupa 15, tel. 012 430 67 00, www.
karmel.com.pl. Karmel occupies a faithfully restored town-
house in the heart of Kazimierz. Stripped wood floors and 
a mix of cream and earth colours promote an effortlessly 
hushed and comfortable atmosphere. The Peppe Rosso res-
taurant downstairs rates as one of the most enjoyable meals 
in the area. Note that not all rooms have air-conditioning.Q11 
rooms (4 singles 220 - 250zł, 6 doubles 260 - 398zł, 1 triple 
360 - 520zł). PTARGKW hhh

Compare
hotel rates on 
poland.inyourpocket.com

The concept of In Your Pocket has always 
been to provide our readers and website users 
with as much relevant information as possible 
about the city they are visiting and to allow you 
to make up your own minds. We don't limit the 
information we research and give you, as do 
many of our competitors by providing selected 
information based on a limited number of 
places that pay to be included in their guides 
or website. We tell you what is there and give 
it to you straight and up to date. We are now 
delighted to be able to offer a hotel price 
comparison function on our website. In short, 
this function compares prices for hotels, for the 
nights selected, from across dozens of different 
web booking engines such as bookings.
com, activehotels.com, laterooms.com and 
hoteladvisor.com. You are then presented with 
the best rates available online with these often 
well below the rack rates published in our hotel 
reviews. Once you select the rate you want, 
you are transferred to the relevant site with 
whom you book direct. It couldn't be simpler, 
more effective or more in keeping with our 
policy of providing unbiased information to our 
readers. Take a look at poland.inyourpocket.
com the next time you are searching for a room 
in Poland and see what In Your Pocket with 
Hotelcalculator can find for you.
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 Pollera D-3, ul. Szpitalna 30, tel. 012 422 10 44, 
www.pollera.com.pl. A beautiful stained-glass window by 
Stanisław Wyspianski over the staircase is the first thing to 
catch the eye. The bathrooms and furnishings are old but 
functional and the rooms are otherwise fully equipped. You 
might not get all new amenities, but you do get 175-year-old 
tradition. Note that not all rooms have air-conditioning. Q42 
rooms (7 singles 195 - 240zł, 24 doubles 295 - 330zł, 7 triples 
303 - 395zł, 2 quads 383 - 475zł, 2 apartments 395 - 450zł). 
PTJHALKW hhh

 Polonia D-2, ul. Basztowa 25, tel. 012 422 12 33, 
www.hotel-polonia.com.pl. Operating since 1917 this 
grand corner structure catches the eye the moment you 
leave the train station. Guests are greeted with a multi-lingual 
welcome and awesome lobby, while suites come decorated in 
a mock 19th century style that help evoke Kraków’s golden 
years. Q61 rooms (11 singles 109 - 295zł, 32 doubles 
139 - 360zł, 15 triples 169 - 429zł, 3 apartments 526zł). 
TJHAKXW hhh

 PTTK Wyspiański D-3, ul. Westerplatte 15, tel. 012 
422 95 66, www.hotel-wyspianski.pl. While the blockish 
façade doesn’t promise much, the Wyspiański is well worth ev-
ery one of its three stars. Rooms have been thoroughly mod-
ernised and feature rather natty patterned duvets, private 
bathrooms and televisions. The gleaming coaches regularly 
parked outside testify to its popularity amongst tour groups. 
Q231 rooms (41 singles €45 - 85, 190 doubles €60 - 125, 
82 triples €95 - 150). OTYHAULGKW hhh

 Royal C-5, ul. Św. Gertrudy 26-29, tel. 012 421 
35 00, www.royal.com.pl. A prime location in Planty 
Park is the setting for this classic 19th century affair. 
Huge by Kraków standards, this hotel has a basic one 

 Klezmer Hois E-6, ul. Szeroka 6, tel. 012 411 12 45, 
www.klezmer.pl. A former mikveh (Jewish ritual bath house) 
has been converted into a spacious hotel with pleasant staff 
and sometimes very large rooms. The bathhouse in the cellar 
is now a gallery. Q10 rooms (7 singles 190 - 230zł, 7 doubles 
250 - 330zł, 3 apartments 410 - 550zł). THAGK

 Logos A-2, ul. Szujskiego 5, tel. 012 632 33 33, www.
hotel-logos.pl. The chic and glossy lobby upstages the rather 
stagnant rooms, but all the necessary amenities are pres-
ent. If the peace and quiet of the residential neighbourhood 
outside your window isn’t soothing enough, spend some time 
in the hotel’s centre of relaxation and beauty. Q49 rooms (9 
singles 200 - 270zł, 36 doubles 280 - 330zł, 2 triples 330 - 
350zł, 2 suites 360zł). THAULKDXW hhh

 Maltański B-4, ul. Straszewskiego 14, tel. 012 431 
00 10, www.donimirski.com. Enter the lobby, replete 
with chequered tiles and fireplace, and you’ll get a preview 
of the class that lies behind the façade. Rooms come with 
fluffy robes on the beds, cream colour schemes and classic 
furnishings. Business service on offer include conference 
facilities, translation services and organizing temporary 
office space. Note that not all rooms have air-conditioning.
Q16 rooms (2 singles 390 - 510zł, 14 doubles 420 - 540zł). 
PTHARULGW hhh

 Mikołaj D-3, ul. Mikołajska 30, tel. 012 429 58 08, 
www.mikolaj.hg.pl. A renovated townhouse with an old town 
location close to the Planty Park. Hidden down a secluded side 
street, so your night’s rest is in little danger of being disturbed 
by leery stag parties fighting over kebabs. Rooms come with a 
simple, modern chic, with suites containing a kitchenette and 
lounge room. The hotel restaurant is set inside an atmospheric 
cellar. Note that not all rooms have air-conditioning. Q11 
rooms (11 singles 335zł, 3 doubles 350zł, 6 triples 380zł, 2 
apartments 420 - 450zł). PTHAKXW hhh

 Park Inn A-7, ul. Monte Cassino 2, tel. 012 375 55 55, 
www.krakow.parkinnhotel.pl. One of Europe’s fastest-
growing hotel companies, Rezidor has plonked a modern colos-
sus across the Wisła from Kazimierz, which must be eyeing the 
interloper’s simple, modern curves and colour scheme slightly 
dubiously. This mid-ranger in Dębniki features a fitness room 
and wellness centre, impressive business facilities, a bar and 
grill restaurant, lots of parking and an additional 152 kitted-out 
rooms in Park Inn’s signature colours: looks a bit like a Twister 
mat, but conjures fond memories. Q152 rooms (150 singles 
€95 - 145, 150 doubles €95 - 145, 2 apartments €165 - 200). 
Breakfast 15€. PTHARUFLGKDW hhhh

 Petrus G-4, ul. Pietrusińskiego 12, tel. 012 269 29 46, 
www.petrus.net.pl. A mountain retreat within the city limits. 
Tucked next to Twardowski Park, most rooms offer views 
of the lakeside rock formations, and come appointed with 
comfortable colour schemes, satellite TV and the odd piece 
of abstract art. Sauna facilities and hiking trails make this a 
great tonic to Kraków’s more sterile options. Q27 rooms (7 
singles €45 - 55, 17 doubles €60 - 74, 3 triples €73 - 88). 
THAUKDW hhh

 Pod Wawelem B-5, Pl. Na Groblach 22, tel. 012 426 
26 25, www.hotelpodwawelem.pl. A small hotel with a 
futuristic look and a location that stands in the shadow of 
Wawel Castle. Smart rooms come in pale lemon colours with 
internet access and CNN available to veg in front of the televi-
sion. Find modern bathrooms attached to each room, and a 
sharply designed restaurant on the ground floor. Q48 rooms 
(6 singles 295 - 380zł, 41 doubles 390 - 420zł, 1 apartment 
550 - 590zł). PTHARUKDX hhh

star section, as well as a fully renovated two-star sec-
tion featuring spotless bathrooms and fi ttings. Q101 
rooms (34 singles 220 - 330zł, 54 doubles 320 - 450zł, 
10 sui tes 390 - 650zł, 3 apar tments 500 - 800zł). 
TJHAULKC hhh

 Ruczaj G-5, ul. Ruczaj 44, tel. 012 269 10 00, www.
ruczajhotel.com.pl. Set in a new but classically stylish 
building in a residential area, the Ruczaj is a lovely hotel for 
those willing to taxi into town. All rooms boast unique balco-
nies and furnishings with an individual touch. Q45 rooms 
(8 singles 150 - 180zł, 17 doubles 210 - 240zł, 12 triples 
270 - 320zł, 4 quads 330 - 400zł, 4 suites 285 - 380zł). 
PTHAUKDW hhh

 Saski C-2, ul. Sławkowska 3, tel. 012 421 42 22, www.
hotelsaski.com.pl. A classic hotel with big plant pots, tall 
windows and rococo-style cabinets and sofas in each room. 
The hundred-year-old lift which inches its way to the top can 
always be relied on for some brief moments of entertainment. 
The Metropolitan restaurant, right next door, serves the best 
breakfast in Kraków. Q60 rooms (9 singles 260 - 330zł, 33 
doubles 310 - 410zł, 5 triples 460zł, 11 suites 490 - 510zł). 
TJHAKW hhh

 System PREMIUM J-1, Al. 29 listopada 189, tel. 
012 614 48 00, www.hotelsystem.pl. A high-standard 
modern hotel featuring that great rarity in Kraków - a 
good swimming pool. That aside, guests can expect 
comfortable rooms fitted with neutral colour schemes, 
safe and cable TV. In an added bonus, each room comes 
complete with its own PC and free internet access. Q162 
rooms (29 singles 229zł, 131 doubles 229zł, 2 apart-
ments 329zł). Breakfast 33zł. TYHARUFK�
DXCW hhh

As a unique 3-star hotel located in a quiet part of Cracow 
just 5km from the Market Square, we offer silence and 
comfort to our many guests. Our hotel restaurant serves 
delicious Polish and continental cuisine, while our guests 
also have the use of an outdoor barbecue grill. We also 
offer a sauna and tanning bed.

Ul. Ruczaj 44, 30-409 Kraków
tel. +48 12 269 10 00, fax +48 12 269 20 30
e-mail: ruczaj@ruczajhotel.pl
www.ruczajhotel.pl
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 Wielopole D-4, ul. Wielopole 3, tel. 012 422 14 
75, www.wielopole.pl. An incredibly good deal found 
three minutes from the Old Town. Simple, spotless and 
recommended, this hotel features a matey welcome in 
reception, and large rooms decked out in soft browns.
Q35 rooms (8 singles 249 - 318zł, 27 doubles 349 - 
480zł, 8 triples 449 - 580zł). PTARULGKW 
hhh

 Wit Stwosz D-3, ul. Mikołajska 28, tel. 012 429 
60 26, w w w.wit-stwosz.com.pl. A long-standing 
hotel wi th old bu t comfor table furnishings, wooden 
beams and bouquets of plastic flowers. All rooms have 
cruci fixes, bibles and religious paintings - reminders 
that this hotel is the proper ty of St. Mary’s Basilica. 
In terestingl y, the crib in the famil y room looks just 
like the one in Polanski’s satanic classic, Rosemary’s 
Baby. Note that not all rooms have air-condi tioning.
Q17 rooms (4 singles 270 - 295zł, 10 doubles 330 
- 390zł, 5 triples 385 - 485zł, 1 sui te 490 - 550zł). 
PTJHARKW hhh

Budget
 Aparthotel Sodispar I-1, ul. Lubelska 12, tel. 012 
631 26 31, www.sodispar.pl. Comfortable flats and 
rooms with names like Glasgow and Amsterdam rented 
out for both short and long term stays (min two nights). 
All rooms boast internet access, telephone and satellite 
TV, as well as modern bathrooms. Apartments are in one 
building fifteen minutes walk from the old town. Note that 
not all rooms have air-conditioning. Q13 rooms (4 singles 
€10 - 40, 4 doubles €20 - 40, 4 triples €30 - 60, 4 quads 
€37 - 75, 3 apartments €25 - 40). No breakfast served. 
PTHRXW

 Basztowa Guest Rooms D-2, ul. Basztowa 24, tel. 012 
429 51 81, www.hotelsinkrakow.pl. Neat rooms between the 
train station and market square feature parquet floors and a clas-
sic design accentuated by the use of dark woods and oil paintings. 
Q28 rooms (21 singles 89 - 195zł, 20 doubles 109 - 195zł, 4 
triples 260zł, 2 quads 310zł). Breakfast 26zł. TJAKXW

 Cracowdays A-1, ul. Grabowskiego 7/2, tel. 0 604 46 08 
60, www.cracowdays.com. Another super deal with rooms 
inspired by the owners passion for Italian. You’ll find four rooms 
occupying the ground floor of a residential block, with many 
of the furnishings imported direct from Italia. Some rooms 
feature tiled ceramic heaters and hundred year old parquet 
floors, while all have fully modernized bathrooms and access 
to a well-kitted out kitchen and dining area. Note that not all 
rooms have air-conditioning.Q10 rooms (9 singles €62 - 70, 9 
doubles €67 - 78, 1 triple €90 - 98). Breakfast €6. PAGW

 Cybulskiego Guest-rooms A-3, ul. Cybulskiego 6, 
tel. 012 423 05 32, www.freerooms.pl. Famous for once 
claiming to have ‘cattle’ in their rooms, Cybulskiego have 
upgraded their accommodation and now offer small, pleasant 
apartments armed with kitchenettes (with kettle), bathrooms 
and parquet floors. Q16 rooms (16 singles 80 - 130zł, 16 
doubles 110 - 200zł, 8 triples 130 - 200zł). THALGW

 Etap Kraków Bronowice F-2, Al. Armii Krajowej 11a, 
tel. 012 626 11 45, www.accorhotels.com. Some dis-
tance from the city centre this place - like all Etap hotels - offers 
terrific value for money. The tiny little rooms pack a powerful 
punch and have comfy beds, televisions, enormous windows 
and impressive bathrooms (with shower, no bath). For what 
you pay you get a hell of a lot; recommended. Q120 rooms 
(120 singles 139zł, 120 doubles 139zł, 16 triples 139zł). 
Breakfast 18zł. PTAULX h

 Home & Travel I-1, ul. Wrocławska 5a/1, tel. 012 633 
80 80, www.hometravel.pl. Large, airy rooms complete 
with leather couches, dataports and generously-sized bath-
rooms. There’s plenty of attention to detail, including sweets 
and water coolers in the hallway. Q15 rooms (4 singles 149 
- 199zł, 4 doubles 199 - 219zł, 4 triples 278 - 298zł, 1 quad 
357zł, 4 apartments 96 - 270zł). TJARXW

 Panorama I-5, ul. Lipińskiego 3/1, tel. 012 260 64 01, 
www.hotel-panorama.pl. Occupying the bottom floors of a 
high-apartment block, the Panorama’s panorama may not 
be what you expect. Rooms are stark and basic, but also 
clean and modern. The curtains are ineffective against a 
bright dawn. Q19 rooms (4 singles 140 - 170zł, 10 doubles 
200 - 240zł, 5 triples 240 - 300zł, 1 suite 350 - 400zł). 
TYHAULKDW hh

 Patria J-4, ul. Limanowskiego 1, tel. 012 656 22 60, www.
dom-patria.com.pl. A great choice for those who want budget 
prices, but no drunk backpackers throwing up in the sink. Dorm 
rooms are totally new, and boast solid pine beds, skylights and 
TV. Shared bathrooms are spotless, and there’s also several pri-
vate rooms that sport kitchenettes, showers and TV. Breakfast 
is served in the adjoining fish restaurant. Q20 rooms (20 singles 
90 - 140zł, 20 doubles 130 - 180zł, 20 triples 180 - 210zł, 20 
quads 200 - 240zł). 80 dorm beds 60zł per person. ALXW

 Rubens J-4, ul. Rejtana 5, tel. 012 423 58 34, www.
hotel-rubens.pl. You’ll find the Rubens perched just across 
Most Pilsudskiego in a restored property dating from 1910. 
Wood floored rooms have a touch of the old world about them 
and include patterned rugs, paintings and flowers, while at the 
same time touting modern day necessities such as internet ac-
cess and TV. Q10 rooms (1 single 120 - 140zł, 5 doubles 180 
- 199zł, 3 triples 260 - 290zł, 1 quad 300 - 340zł). TARK

 The Piano Guest House J-1, ul. Kątowa 4, tel. 012 632 
13 71, www.katowa4.com. A charming guesthouse owned 
by a pianist and decorated tastefully with antiques, wood 
floors, lacework and flowers. An artsy option, and a warm 
welcome guaranteed. A garden outback, and an atmosphere 
primed for those looking to enjoy slow lane. Q9 rooms (2 
singles €45, 4 doubles €49, 3 triples €55). TRLGW

 Trecius C-3, ul. Św.Tomasza 18, tel. 012 421 25 21, www.
trecius.krakow.pl. So central that you shouldn’t be surprised 
if you are woken up by the Mariacki Cathedral bugle call. Each 
room comes decorated in a simple, original style. Pick of the 
bunch is the ‘gothic double’, which includes stone columns and 
13th century brickwork - on which you can find the ‘devil’s paw 
print’. Q8 rooms (8 singles 120 - 220zł, 8 doubles 150 - 300zł, 
3 triples 250 - 350zł). Breakfast 8-16zł. TARGW

 U Pana Cogito H-4, ul. Bałuckiego 6, tel. 012 269 72 
00, www.pcogito.pl. Smart accommodation inside a super 
villa. Decorated almost exclusively in crisp white colours U Pana 
Cogito offers a high level of comfort at basement prices. One 
of the rooms features its own private entrance. Q14 rooms 
(14 singles 230zł, 9 doubles 280zł, 3 triples 330zł, 2 quads 
380zł, 1 suite 290 - 400zł). PTHARULGK hhh

 Wawel C-4, ul. Poselska 22, tel. 012 424 13 00, www.
hotelwawel.pl. Already one of the top mid-range offers in the city 
centre, Wawel was the beneficiary of a recent renovation, making 
it even more of a steal. Set inside a historic townhouse, some of 
the 19th century secessionist touches have survived, including 
the glass roof of the entrance and iron balustrade of the stairwell. 
A magnificent muralled courtyard will have you wishing it was sum-
mer all year round, while the fabulous mosaicked wellness centre 
will have you not caring to step outside at all.Q39 rooms (9 singles 
330zł, 30 doubles 460zł). PTJHALGKW hhh
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use, while rooms come with a few-frills design that nonethe-
less looks modern and includes TV, telephone and shower. 
Q106 rooms (106 singles 169 - 229zł, 101 doubles 169zł). 
Breakfast 27zł. THAUKXW hh

 Tournet D-6, ul. Miodowa 7, tel. 012 292 00 88, www.
accommodation.krakow.pl. Excellent pension-style ac-
commodation in the heart of the Kazimierz quarter. Rooms 
come with clean bathrooms, colourful duvets and effective 
heating. The more expensive rooms have TVs and huge 
double beds, while all have a kettle and alarm clock. Q17 
rooms (17 singles 120 - 150zł, 16 doubles 155 - 200zł, 10 
triples 250zł). TAW

 Wrona J-4, ul. Piwna 7, tel. 012 656 32 92, www.no-
clegkrakow.pl. Cheerful little guest house across the river 
from the Old Town. Rooms are clean and have a distinctly 
Polish feel to them. Big windows make the place bright but 
not stark. Easy tram connections to the Old Town, or walk the 
20 minutes. Q14 rooms (2 singles 80 - 160zł, 8 doubles 90 
- 176zł, 3 triples 150 - 225zł, 1 quad 180 - 200zł). Breakfast 
16zł. TAW

Apartments
 AAA Kraków Apartments A-3, ul. Cybulskiego 2, tel. 
0 512 13 22 38, fax  012 426 50 78, office@aaakrakow.
com, www.krakow-apartments.biz. All AAA properties are 
located in superb Old Town buildings, and all are a triumph of 
interior design over space. What were once clearly gloomy 
apartments have been transformed into wonderful, bright 
living spaces that ooze simple style. We especially like the 
Olive apartment on Mikołajska, not least for the lift: try to 
work out how they fitted an elevator into such a small space. 
An engineering marvel. Note that not all apartments have 
air-conditioning. Q22 rooms (22 apartments 260 - 560zł). 
No breakfast served. PTJALGW

 Affinity Flats B-2, ul. Brzozowa 17, tel. 012 421 05 
68, www.affinityflats.com. Twelve apartments to choose 
from across Kraków, including a riverside location with 
views staring right onto Wawel Castle. If you're looking for 
something directly in town then they've got flats smack in 
the centre, or our favourite, a series of Italian-themed apart-
ments on Karmelicka; situated inside a fully restored 19th 
century townhouse, accommodation comes with underfloor 
heating in the bathrooms, wifi access, air-conditioning and 
24hr security. A modern aesthetic prevails with the use 
of clever colour coordination and top-of-the-range fittings. 
Airport pickup and other tourist services also organized. 
Note that not all apartments have air-conditioning.Q12 
rooms (12 apartments €47 - 137). Breakfast no served. 
PTJHAFDXW

 Apartamenty na Kazimierzu E-6, ul. Izaaka 7, tel. 012 
421 09 87, i, www.apartamenty-kazimierz.com. Found 
down a Kazimierz side street this 19th century tenement 
features a range of apartments with names like Apartment 
Maman Lule and Apartment Art Deco. The accommodation is 
not the artistic hideaway such names suggest, but is modern 
and spotlessly clean, with airy rooms and a quiet air. A good 
bargain, with a pretty receptionist happy to indulge your con-
versation. Q5 rooms (2 doubles 150 - 240zł, 3 apartments 
300 - 400zł). No breakfast served. TAGW

 Apartment Cracow C-2, ul. Floriańska 39, tel. 012 
431 00 26, www.apartmentskrakow.eu. Several locations 
around the historic centre - including Floriańska and Grodzka 
- with accommodation fitting up to six people. All apartments 
come with fully fitted kitchens, cable TV and internet access, 
and rooms come with a pleasant modern aesthetic. Airport 
pick-up can also be arranged. Q18 rooms (18 apartments 
150 - 400zł). No breakfest served. TJAULGW

 B&B La Fontaine C-3, ul. Sławkowska 1, tel. 012 
422 65 64, www.bblafontaine.com. These high standard 
apartments right in the heart of the city come furnished in a 
chic, modern style decorated with relaxing scarlet and white 
colours. All have microwave ovens, air-conditioning, hairdryers 
and high-speed internet connection, however the hike up to 
the third floor may not suit all guests.Q13 rooms (1 single 
189zł, 8 doubles 189zł, 3 triples 235zł, 3 quads 281 - 365zł, 
7 apartments 365 - 519zł). PTARGK

 Cracow Lofts D-6, ul. Bożego Ciała 7, tel. 0 608 26 04 
05, www.cracowlofts.com. If you're looking for something a 
little more Brooklyn than typically Polish, contact these guys. 
Small but sharp lofted apartments and studios are available 
in great locations, particularly Kazimierz. Their limited number 
ensures extra care and better service, including itinerary 
help, airport pick-up, and you can even rent a retro bike to 
complement your Brooklynite living space. Booking available 
through the website. Q11 rooms (11 apartments 70 - 160zł). 
No breakfast served. TAXW

 Cyrano de Bergerac Apartments C-2, ul. Sławkowska 
26, tel. 0 508 99 79 79, www.apartments-cracow-old-
town.com. Two high class apartments that are fitted with 
hand woven rugs over stripped wood floors and luxurious 
wood carved beds that come with deep pillows. Dark wood 
antiques sion into this regal city. It should come as no sand 
views of old Kraków complete your immerurprise the own-
ers behind this operation are the same team behind one of 
Kraków's finest dining experiences, Cyrano de Bergerac. Q 
(5 apartments €60 - 80). Breakfast 15-25zł. PTRGK

 Finger Guest Rooms D-1, ul. Warszawska 18, tel. 012 
634 10 16, www.finger.krakow.pl. Well-renovated flats close 
to the train station and Old Town. Kitchenettes in every flat and 
extraordinarily friendly service guarantee a pleasant visit. Finger 
Travel on the ground floor can organise car rental, guided tours 
and other tourist activities. Q10 rooms (8 singles 120 - 140zł, 8 
doubles 150 - 180zł, 2 apartments 180zł). Breakfast 12zł. GW

 Golden Lion Apartments B-3, ul. Szewska 19, tel. 012 
422 93 23, fax  012 421 97 75, reservation@goldenlion.
pl, www.goldenlion.pl. A set of attractively furnished rooms 
catering for groups of up to five people. Rooms come in soft 
brown shades, some furnished with a couple of period flour-
ishes and a kitchenette. A shared kitchen and dining room is 
also available for the independent cook. Laundry service is 
available, and checkout times can be negotiated. Note that 
not all apartments have air-conditioning. Q11 rooms (11 
apartments 200 - 500zł). AGW

 Start H-5, ul. Kapelanka 60, tel. 012 269 22 10, www.
hotelstart.com.pl. A recent renovation to this 1980’s block 
has raised the star-rating of this hotel to 2-stars and Start 
now offer clean, comfortable and very affordable accommoda-
tion a 10-minute taxi ride away from the city centre. TV and 
en-suite bathrooms throughout as well as on-site conference 
facilities and restaurant are available. Q66 rooms (42 singles 
140 - 170zł, 42 doubles 160 - 180zł, 14 triples 200 - 240zł, 
9 quads 220 - 260zł, 2 apartments 300 - 350zł). Breakfast 
15zł. THAUGKW hh

 System POP ul. Conrada 35 (Bronowice), tel. 012 290 
80 00, www.hotelsystem.pl. A stark modern exterior, not 
too different from the structures found in retail parks, is the 
home of the best deal in Kraków. You’ll probably find yourself 
taking a taxi to town, but at these prices you’ll find plenty 
of loose change to play with. The lobby comes in startling 
orange shades, with PC terminals allowing guests free internet 

Apartmenthouse Grodzka
4 Grodzka Street

open daily: 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.
phone/fax: +48 12 421 48 35, kom: +48 660 541 085

e-mail: info@krakowforyou.com
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 Grodzka Apartments C-3, ul. Grodzka 4, tel. 012 421 
48 35, www.grodzka.net.pl. Top-rate accommodation with 
facilities that include fridge, LAN and cable TV. The interiors are a 
tasteful mix of old and new: original brickwork and timber touches 
combined with chic designer furnishings. Q11 rooms (11 apart-
ments 180 - 450zł). Breakfast 20zł. THARFGDW

 Kolory Bed and Breakfast D-6, ul. Estery 10, tel. 012 
421 04 65, www.kolory.com.pl. Ringside views of Kraków's 
marvelously weird pl. Nowy are part of the package in this 
B&B, where rooms come simply furnished with springly beds, 
parquet floors and a series of barmy ceramics that will present 
all manner of temptation to your inner kleptomaniac. Pleasingly 
simple with modern extras such as wifi internet access, ensuite 
bathrooms and satelite TV complementing the array of local 
folk art. Down below mix with the local academia over Kraków's 
best croissant inside the ground level Les Coleurs cafe/bar. 
Q15 rooms (10 singles 140 - 150zł, 10 doubles 190 - 210zł, 2 
triples 260 - 280zł, 3 apartments 300 - 320zł). PTAGW

 Kraków City Apartments D-2, ul. Szpitalna 34, tel. 
0 504 23 59 25, www.krakowapartments.info. Lodge 
inside a 100-year-old Old Town building with rooms overlook-
ing a courtyard, guaranteeing a good night's rest. Lift access 
means there's no lugging bags up stairs, and apartments 
come with modern furnishings, living room and kitchen. Most 
can handle four guests, with one apartment sleeping up to 
seven guests. More apartments are also available nearby 
on Kraków's embassy row at ul. Stolarska 11.Q8 rooms (8 
apartments 190 - 500zł). No breakfast served. TARG

 Kraków Homes J-3, ul. Odona Bujwida 1/1-3, tel. 0 509 
82 82 22, www.krakowhomes.com. These six astonishing 
apartments, drafted by top designers, will certainly give your 
stay in Kraków a bit more flair than a conventionally classy 
hotel room - for about the same money. Recommended by 
BBC Good Homes, these peerless apartments feature a 
plethora of plasma tvs and more aesthetic accoutrements 
such as a zen garden - embedded in the actual floor of the 
flat. Combining simplicity, style, elegance and attention to 
detail, finer flats are hard to find. Q7 rooms (7 apartments 
€50 - 200). Breakfast €10. PTHARLGDW

NEW

 Off White Business & Leisure Apartments E-6, ul. 
Kupa 6, tel. 012 376 40 40, www.offwhite.pl. This new 
apartment building above the Tupli restaurant in Kazimierz 
offers modern minimalist suites and studios for the iPod 
generation, available for short or long-term stays. With eight 
apartments over four floors, the top two levels are occupied 
by the superb penthouse with a fireplace, skylights and a 
private entrance with it's own elevator. Aptly named, these 
suites don't dare wander off the greyscale, so be careful your 
wardrobe doesn't embarrass you by ruining the uber-chic aes-
thetic.Q9 rooms (9 apartments 80 - 170zł). PTAGW

 Old Town Apartments D-5, ul. Dietla 75, tel. 012 421 42 
01, www.apartmentsapart.com. Warsaw-based agency rent-
ing fully equipped apartments in Cracow's Old Town. Everything 
from efficient studios to 180m2 4-bedroom apartments conve-
nient for 10 guests. Cheaper rates for longer stays. Q45 rooms 
(45 apartments €50 - 130). No breakfast served. TAG

 Old Town Studios B&B D-5, ul. Dietla 75, tel. 012 
421 42 01, hotels.krakow.pl. Comfortable fully equipped 
apartments with breakfast all around the Main Square. Run 
by the same team behind Old Town Apartments. This is a 
great choice for the travellers with amenities featuring modern 
living rooms, kitchen facilties and spanking clean bathrooms. 
Q15 rooms (15 suites €40 - 80). TAG

 Redbrick D-1, ul. Kurniki 3, tel. 012 628 66 00, 
www.redbrick.pl. Named after the renovated 19th 
century red brick building that houses this magnificent 
set of apartments. These are superb lodgings and inspite 
of the historical surrounds accommodation touts all the 
trappings of the modern world; from 32 inch televisions 
to fully fi tted modern kitchens. Those looking to splash 
out should consider booking the two level apartment, 
equipped to host as many as six people. The customer 
is king here and Redbrick can provide transport to and 
from the airport, as well as shopping services so all that 
you need is already sitting on the shelves upon your ar-
rival. Q16 rooms (16 apartments 260 - 490zł). Breakfast 
25zł. TAGW

 Sekret Kazimierza E-6, ul. Józefa 34, tel. 0 693 12 
48 14, www.kazimierzs-secret.com. Situated on the 
upper floors of a 19th century Kazimierz tenement building, 
this spot is set to become an open secret for all wishing 
to find quality self-catering accommodation in the heart of 
Kraków's former Jewish quarter. There's ten apartments 
to pick from, all of which decorated in their own unique 
style. Choose from the likes of the clean, light coloured 
loft apartment named ‘American Dream' to the ‘Deutsch 
Apartment' which sleeps six and includes French windows 
looking onto a courtyard and a scattering of traditional 
German keepsakes. Don't let the homely style fool you, 
all accommodation is equipped with modern kitchens, 
high speed internet access and CD players should you be 
travelling with your music collection. Q10 rooms (10 apart-
ments 200 - 460zł). No breakfast served. TARGK

 Sleeping in Kraków C-2, ul. Sławkowska 4/9, tel. 0 
601 29 22 92, www.sleepingincracow.com. This might 
possibly be the best private apartment in the city. This enor-
mous two-bedroom property is right in the city centre and 
comes with a great optional extra, what they call the full-fridge 
option. Yes, for an extra fee they will fill up the chiller with tons 
of goodies. Brilliant. Q4 rooms (4 apartments 240 - 270zł). 
Breakfast 22.50zł. PTAGW

 Sodispar Service Apartments I-1, ul. Lubelska 
12, tel. 012 423 42 44, www.sodispar.com. Serviced 
apartments in the centre of old town, including locations on 
Floriańska and Szpitalna. The accomodation, named after 
world cities, offers a modern style and plenty of space for 
families and groups. Prices drop for stays longer than a couple 
of nights. Note that not all rooms have air-conditioning.Q17 
rooms (17 apartments €25 - 139). No breakfast served. 
PTGW

Hostels & Dorms
 City Hostel D-3, ul. Św. Krzyża 21, tel. 012 426 18 15. 
The biggest hostel in Kraków, and just minutes from both the 
Rynek and train station. Rooms run from well-maintained 
private doubles to eleven bed dorms, and each come with 
ensuite bathrooms; all still in sparkling shape. This is one of 
the few hostels in town equipped to handle disabled guests, 
and other bonuses include wifi access in the lobby, bicycle 
hire, free lockers and free breakfast for early birds.Q18 
rooms (6 singles 100 - 120zł, 5 doubles 140 - 160zł, 1 triple 
195 - 210zł, 1 quad 220 - 240zł, 4 Five-person rooms 250 - 
275zł, 2 Six-person rooms 270 - 300zł). 21 dorm beds 45zł 
per person. AG

ul. Kurniki 3, 31-156 Kraków
 tel.:+ 48 12 628 66 00, 
       + 48 12 628 66 20,
fax :+48 12 430 19 19,

www.redbrick.pl
redbrick@redbick.pl

We invite you to our apartments 
in the center of Cracow’s old town

16 luxurious apartments with 
the glamour of a high-class hotel

fully equipped kitchens and bathrooms
satellite TV, free Internet access

24h reception desk

WELCOME!

RED BRICK 
is more than a hotel

•

•
•

•

www.inyourpocket.com

Krakow, ul. Kupa 6
www.offwhite.pl   info@offwhite.pl

If you have an opinion about any of the venues listed in 
this guide, let the two million regular unique visitors to 
our website, www.inyourpocket.com, know about it. Every 
venue on our website now has a function for comments, 
be they critical, complimentary or comical, so spill it.

Pod Wawelem 16 September 2009
The Pod Wawelem has very good food in wonderful 
surroundings at very reasonable pricing. Comfortable 
seating in the main dining beer hall or in the glassed-in 
porch. The included kapusta, pickles and berry wine are 
a treat. When the trio is playing their music, this place 
is heaven, especially for the weary traveler. A soothing 
experience where you feel like a local, not a tourist.

M. Machos, Plover

Diva Club 15 September 2009
It plays nice house music in Saturday, also it has the 
Original Filandia Vodka!    Alexis Ntamotsidis, Chania

Prozak 22 August 2009
What a night I had in this place!

Geoffrey Goodall, sheffield

Novotel Kraków Centrum                15 August 2009
We have stayed in this hotel several times a year for the 
past 5 years. It is well situated at Jubilat (facing Wawel 
across the river) and two tram stops from old town. Friendly 
staff. Familiar Novotel format. Buffet breakfast is varied 
and plentiful. We always use the basement pool which is 
open from 0700 daily.              Alan Reynolds, Croydon

Have Your Say
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 Deco I-1, ul. Mazowiecka 3a, tel. 012 631 07 45, 
www.hosteldeco.pl. With the number of hostels which 
have closed since Kraków's outrageous backpacker boom, 
it's worth noting that Hostel Deco has survived despite a 
comparably disadvantageous location (about 15 minutes 
walk to the Rynek) in a rather depressing part of town. Their 
secret is likely owed to nice facilities at rock bottom prices 
(particularly in the off-season), including several versatile 
suites that are hardly more expensive than the dormitory 
bunks. Bicycle hire (recommended), guest kitchen, free 
internet and the crowning glory: free laundry. It wouldn't 
hurt your backpacker cred to wash those trousers. Please. 
Q24 rooms (6 singles 90 - 110zł, 9 doubles 130 - 170zł, 
5 triples 180 - 210zł, 6 quads 160 - 240zł). 47 dorm beds 
30-110zł per person. AGW

 Flamingo Hostel B-3, ul. Szewska 4, tel. 012 422 00 
00, fax  012 422 00 00, office@flamingo-hostel.com, 
www.flamingo-hostel.com. Consistently ranked as one of 
the best hostels, not only in Kraków but the world, Flamingo 
builds its reputation on the friendliness of the staff and their 
willingness to give guests personal tours of the city's seedy 
nightlife, much of which takes place directly across the street. 
Small, colourful and comfortable with a nice common room, 
rooms range in size from doubles to ten bed dormitories and 
the facilities on offer include free internet use, laundry, kitchen 
and a lovely glass-covered outdoor dining area. Q8 rooms (2 
doubles 180zł). 47 dorm beds 45-85zł per person. AGW

 Gardenhouse C-3, ul. Floriańska 5, tel. 012 431 28 24, 
www.gardenhouse.pl. You'll hear nothing but rave reviews 
about Gardenhouse, and the praise is justified. Dorms hold 
no more than six beds, making it a lot more private than many 
of the hostels in town, while the team of girls at reception 
match good looks with good service. Modern bathrooms, pine 
bunks, darts, table football and an ‘express laundry service' 
are a few of the perks found inside the 15th century building. 
Q14 rooms (5 doubles 140 - 160zł, 5 quads 200 - 260zł, 4 
six-person rooms 240 - 330zł). 38 dorm beds 60-65zł per 
person. TJARGW

 Good Bye Lenin J-3, ul. Joselewicza 23, tel. 012 421 
20 30, www.goodbyelenin.pl. Socialist realist posters 
hang from the walls inside this commie-themed hostel, and 
the common room even touts a vintage TV from the 50s. An 
internet room is available, as is free pick-ups to and from 
the train station and the airport. Dorms come with wooden 
bunk beds, and sleep no more than ten maximum, the free 
breakfast is more generous than most, and if you let them, the 
owners will probably buy you shots all night in the downstairs 
bar.Q14 rooms (4 doubles 140zł). 70 dorm beds 30-70zł per 
person. AGW

 Greg & Tom D-2, ul. Pawia 12/7, tel. 012 422 41 
00. A top hostel with a close-by second location on ul. 
Warszawska 16/5 (D-1). Both offer internet, DVD player 
and bike rental, as well as hostel standards such as free 
laundry, kitchen and linen. Aside from a guaranteed warm 
welcome, the biggest boon here is a refusal to pack rooms 
out with as many beds as possible, making it ideal for 
travelling couples. Clean, modern furnishings, this is as 
chic as hostelling gets. Another third central location is 
now at ul. Zyblikiewicza 9 (D-3).Q15 rooms (12 doubles 
100 - 180zł, 3 quads 200 - 240zł). 23 dorm beds 50-60zł 
per person. AGW

 Hostel 70's D-7, ul. Augustiańska 32, tel. 12 430 
01 86, www.hostel70s.com. This goofy effor t on one 
of Kazimierz's sleepiest streets has the right atti tude, 
but li t tle else to remind you of the 70s with the excep-

 Morawica Morawica 285, tel. 012 285 58 00, 
www.motell.pl. Morawica is close to Balice Air-
port and has easy access to Katowice and Kraków 
highways. Clean, modern rooms and extras such as 
sauna, restaurant, petrol station and car wash. Note 
that not all rooms have air-conditioning.Q32 rooms 
(32 singles 120zł, 32 doubles 160zł). Breakfast 15zł. 
PTHAUKDXW hhh

 Neohotel Airport ul. Topolowa 12, Rząska, tel. 012 
626 06 88, www.neohotel.pl. 3km from the airport, 
this conveniently located layover hotel has a bit more 
going for it. More closely resembling a house than a high-
rise immediately lends it that apt home-away-home cliche 
and the small, tastefully modern rooms feel fresh-pressed 
and uncreased. With more apartments and suites than 
single rooms, it’s a little unclear why you and your pals 
would want to get so comfortable so far from Kraków, but 
if you’ve got a reason, take it here. Q17 rooms (8 singles 
99 - 210zł, 8 doubles 129 - 250zł, 9 suites 199 - 320zł, 
1 apartment 370zł). Breakfast 20zł. TARULW

 Pod Kamykiem ul. Balicka 51, tel. 012 638 27 
24, www.podkamykiem.pl. I f you’ve got an early 
morning flight then a night at Pod Kamykiem is well worth 
considering. Three kilometers from the airport, this is 
everything you’d expect from a Krakowian pension: a 
huge suburban house with clean rooms furnished in a 
plain, prim style. Q10 rooms (10 singles 180 - 220zł, 
10 doubles 240 - 280zł, 10 triples 280 - 320zł). Tax 7%. 
THARLGW hh

Airport hotels

tion of a few vinyl records on one wall and some bright 
coloured walls. Still, the staff are super friendly and you 
have all the freebies you need including laundry, inter-
net, lockers, breakfast (generously served until 13:00) 
and even two Playstation systems. Groovy, baby.Q3 
rooms (2 doubles 110 - 130zł, 1 Eight-person rooms 
320 - 360zł). HGW

 Mama's C-3, ul. Bracka 4, tel. 012 429 59 40, www.
mamashostel.com.pl. This 15th century building formerly 
housed a cinema and a photo gallery and Ania, the pro-
preitor, has gone to pains to preserve this artsy legacy. 
Comfortable furniture and sepia photographs decorate 
the common room, and a small balcony looks out onto 
the courtyard. Sunny dorms come with heavy pine beds 
certified to hold individuals weighing up to 300 pounds. 
Q7 rooms (1 double 180zł). 54 dorm beds 35-60zł per 
person. AGW

 Momotown D-6, ul. Miodowa 28, tel. 012 429 69 
29, www.momotownhostel.com. The outside wall 
of this budget (yes, even by hostel standards budget) 
hostel is the first thing that will catch your eye: weird 
graffi ti such as 'Jeanet te, the best a man can get' 
clearly aimed at the drunken Swedish student niche. 
Inside expect standard dorm rooms, decent bathrooms 
and friendly, multi-lingual staff who have clearly been 
trained to explain every rule and regulation to every 
customer. No lockout, cur few or checkout.Q12 rooms 
(2 singles 80 - 140zł, 7 doubles 120 - 180zł, 4 triples 
165 - 240zł, 4 quads 200 - 240zł, 3 Six-person rooms 
270 - 330zł). AGW

 Nathan's Villa Hostel C-6, ul. Św. Agnieszki 1, tel. 
012 422 35 45, www.nathansvilla.com. Kraków's 
original hostel. There've been a million copycats since, 
but none do i t better. That's par tly down to Nathan, a 
man who takes the happiness of his guests seriously - 
even if i t that means drinking till dawn with them. There's 
a bi t of a reputation for revelry here, and you'll find the 
par ty in the basement where a network of chambers 
house a bar, pool table and even a mini-cinema. But 
this is more than just a hedonists' hostel, as proven 
by the top-notch conditions of dorms and bathrooms. 
Capacity is constantly increasing here, and more ensuite 
privates have been added to cater for the higher-class 
of backpacker.Q21 rooms (4 singles 160 - 180zł, 4 
doubles 160 - 180zł). 118 dorm beds 45-60zł per per-
son. TJAGW

 The Secret Garden Hostel & Pension D-7, ul. 
Skawińska 7, tel. 012 430 54 45, www.thesecret-
garden.pl. Gone are the days when budget lodgers 
would cramp into off-season student dorms or take 
their chances in seedy hotels. The Secret Garden is 
par t of a new wave of low-cost options, and i t's also 
one of the best. Cer tainl y the most colour ful, quar ters 
come wi th names that leave no doubt over what co-
lours to expect on opening the door: from Clockwork 
Orange to Vanilla Sky via Mint Sorbet. Dorms come 
wi th comfor table pine bunks, while private rooms are 
neat, simple effor ts, wi th the addi tion of wrough iron 
furnishings and colour ful bed spreads. The common 
room features low-slung sofas and a DVD library to put 
to the test, while elsewhere this pension stroke hostel 
boasts laundry services, free internet access and a 
garden for barbecues i f the season is right. Q18 rooms 
(11 singles 85zł, 11 doubles 130zł, 4 triples 165zł, 1 
quad 200zł,  Five-person rooms 250zł). 14 dorm beds 
50zł per person. TARUGW

31-066 Kraków

phone: +48 12 430 54 45
mobile: +48 515 198 538

Hostel DECOul. Mazowiecka 3a30 019 Krakówtel. (0048)12 631 07 45www.hosteldeco.comhostel@hosteldeco.pl
Eccentric, flamboyant and tragic, ‘Witkacy’ combined these 
ingredients to become one of Poland’s premier avant-garde 
icons. A prolific playwright, painter and photographer, the 
Warsaw-born, Zakopane-reared weirdo was at the forefront 
of Polish abstract art. The mysterious suicide of his fiancee in 
1914 (whom he was accused of butchering) compelled him to 
seek solace in Australasia where he became involved in scientific 
expeditions. On hearing of the outbreak of war he returned to 
fight for an elite Tsarist unit. Serving with distinction against the 
Germans he was wounded, and returned to Poland to continue 
his descent into the depression that was to dominate his life.
As he plunged into heavy spells of morphine, cocaine 
and peyote abuse his paintings became all the more 
inspired. Twisted portraits of his high-society friends 
(heads springing from penises, beastly animal shapes 
flying in the background) became his trademark. He 
experimented with all forms of modern art, started his 
own theatre company in Zakopane (an hour south of 
Kraków) and expanded on his philosophical theories.
A rabid anti-communist, Witkacy was hell-bent on proving 
that an individual’s aims would always be different from 
that of society and state. When the Red Army crossed into 
Poland on October 17, 1939, sensing the end of civilisation, 
he shot himself. Originally buried in a far-flung corner of 
the Ukraine, Witkacy’s body was returned to Zakopane in 
1988. But in a scene that wouldn’t have been amiss in one 
of his satires, it eventually emerged that bungling officials 
had buried the wrong corpse. Visitors to Kraków can see 
a large collection Witkacy’s wacked-out paintings on the 
third floor of the National Museum (H-3, Al. 3 Maja 1).

Stanisław Ignacy Witkiewicz
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With the development of the market in Krakow, the num-
ber and diversity of places to eat has become incredibly 
wide. That's not to say that it's all good, as ethnic cuisines 
continue to be brutalised in an attempt to make them 
more acceptable to Polish palates and some industry in-
siders will even tell you Kraków's esteemed culinary rep is 
a bit generous. Luckily you have us to separate the sheep 
from the goats. The figures we quote in brackets are the 
cheapest and costliest main courses on the menu. The 
opening hours we list are given to us by the restaurants 
but are rough guidelines as to when you can expect the 
chef to be working.

American
 Jeff's J-3, ul. Podgórska 34 (Galeria Kazimierz), tel. 012 
433 03 30, www.jeffs.pl. You'll find Jeff's inside a shopping 
mall but that does nothing to deter the American expats who 
use this place as a comfort blanket. This is your classic TGI rip 
off, only these guys do it better, with both the steak and ribs 
regularly eliciting glowing reports from Yank exiles. Staff with 
sugar smiles in skimpy outfits keep the drinks flowing while 
interiors are your standard soup of road signs and number 
plates. QOpen 10:00 - 22:00, Sun 10:00 - 20:00. (19-69zł). 
PTEXSW

 Rooster B-2, ul. Szczepańska 4, tel. 012 411 36 72, 
www.rooster.pl. The equivalent of America's tasteless 
Hooters chain, despite this being Poland the poor girls look 
just as bad in their tiny orange shorts which create an almost 
blinding glare against their artificially tanned legs. Luckily 
there's sports on the box and good value upmarket burger-
fare to tuck into so nobody notices you leering. Heaven for 
lads, and especially dads who can always convince the wife 
and kids thanks to a well-segregated non-smoking section, 
kid's menu, play area and even a toy with the meal. Also at 
Mikołajska 5 (D-3).QOpen 11:00 - 24:00, Fri, Sat 11:00 - 
01:00. (18-66zł). TJAXS

 Sioux Classic C-3, Rynek Główny 22, tel. 012 421 34 
62, www.sioux.krakow.pl. This franchise does cowboy 
and injun kitsch at its finest. Beautiful squaws and amateur 
ranch-hands in ten-gallon hats swagger about the cattle 
wrangling decor, serving pseudo-Mexican and American 
chow to customers inside stagecoachs. It's all in good fun, 
with outrageous ambiance and a hysterical English menu 
(featuring dishes like 'Steak a la Blunt Arrow in Bison's Rump') 
making up for the inevitable kraut and pickles in your burrito. 
QOpen 11:00 - 23:00, Sat, Sun 11:00 - 24:00. (18-69zł). 
PTJAXSW

 SomePlace Else A-5, ul. Powiśle 7 (Sheraton 
Kraków), tel. 012 662 16 70, www.sheraton.com/
krakow. Attached to the Sheraton Hotel SPE is more than 
a hotel restaurant, for expats this is every bit as good as a 
one-way ticket home. The menu is a classic countdown of 
Uncle Sam's favourite bar food including nachos and some 
other Tex-Mex offerings. As the rock memorabilia and diner 
décor suggests, this place doesn't take itself as seriously 
as most hotel eateries, and it's one of your best bets for 
catching the game of your choice, be it NFL or MLB. Loosen 
the tie and belt at the same time.QOpen 12:00 - 24:00, 
Mon, Sun 12:00 - 23:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 - 01:00. (30-80zł). 
PTAUXS

SPLURGE: Wierzynek remains the king of Kraków – the 
city’s oldest restaurant, right on the Rynek. We also like 
the Surf & Turf buffet at the Radisson’s Milk & Co, and 
if that isn’t expensive enough take a crack at the fusion 
food at Pałac Bonerowski’s Renaissance restaurant.

CHEAP: A traditional Polish milk bar is as cheap as 
you’ll eat anywhere with a menu in your life, and the 
clearly marked ‘Bar Mleczny’ at ul. Grodzka 43 (C-4) is 
the easiest to find. For something Polish with a bit of 
atmosphere try Polakowski. If you’re not a fan of Polish 
food, Bagelmama is tough to beat or head to Momo for 
something healthy and – you’ll never guess -  green.

LADS: Rooster remains the default choice for stag dos 
thanks to the visual feast the staff provide, or visit Jeff’s 
where the skimpy outfits are less of a fashion disaster. 
For local feed try Pod Wawelem where huge portions of 
meat are served with side dishes of more meat - enough 
to make the most carnivorous caveman consider a light 
salad for his next meal - and the bathroom features a 
vomitorium for those who over-consume.

FAMILIES: Take the nippers to Sioux for wild west décor 
and a kids’ menu, or go classy in Orient Ekspres where 
the train carraige design will distract the youngsters 
while you marvel at the care taken with the food itself. It’s 
also a known fact that kids love pierogi and the cottage 
interior and fish tank at U Babci Maliny will mesmerise 
your little ones. Or send them to the playground at Lodzi-
arnia (cafes) while you decide whether the fact that your 
feet hurt means you should have a coffee or a cocktail.

Eating at a Glance

...nowhere in your guide does it mention the huge quanti-
ties of awful tobacco smoke produced by even a handful 
of customers in many establishments (in Kraków). There 
were quite a few times when we visited highly rated places 
in your guide and had to turn around and walk out again…
and I’m a smoker! - Richard Bowen, Scotland

Entering a bar or restaurant can be a risky business these 
days for both smokers looking to enjoy their habit and for 
non-smokers who wish to enjoy their meal, drink or coffee 
and newspaper without having to breathe in someone 
else’s fumes. This is particularly true of Poland where 
you face a number of issues. Many places will claim to 
have non-smoking sections but the size of many of these 
places, notably in Kraków, the passion for nicotine which 
still exists here and the plain poor segregation make these 
completely useless. To confuse matters some businesses 
are also adopting complete bans on smoking ahead of 
expected legislation already in place in other parts of the 
new EU such as Latvia. In order to clarify this we have 
adopted a new set of definitions and symbols,which are 
included at the end of each review, as regards smoking

G This restaurant or bar has a complete ban on    
  smoking on the premises
X This restaurant or bar has a smoking section on   
  the premises
The use of neither symbol means that the old rules apply 
in that smoking is permitted on the premises, and even if 
there is a designated no smoking area we have deemed 
it completely useless anyway.

Smoking or Non-smoking

www.inyourpocket.com



50 RESTAURANTS

Kraków In Your Pocket krakow.inyourpocket.com

51RESTAURANTS

October - November 2009krakow.inyourpocket.com

www.inyourpocket.com

 Yummie B-3, Rynek Głowny 25, tel. 012 421 34 44, 
www.yummie.pl. I f you support the slow evolution of 
Krakow’s UNESCO-listed market square into a shopping 
mall food court, then there’s no better way to put your 
money where your mouth is than at Yummie. A menu entirely 
devoted to large servings of chicken is capable of changing 
your hormone levels in one sitting, and regular patrons stand 
a good chance of increasing their cup size. Too bad they 
don’t have t-shirts and keychains for sale so you can always 
remember your time in Poland’s former royal capital.QOpen 
12:00 - 23:00, Sun 12:00 - 22:00. (13-20zł). PTAGS

Bagels
NEW

 Bagelmama E-6, ul. Dajwór 10, tel. 012 346 16 46, 
www.bagelmama.com. Long known as Kazimierz's link 
with the western world, Bagelmama has swapped syna-
gogues for neighbours, ending up across from the oldest 
such building in Poland. Fitting place, as it could have easily 
been Jews of this very synagogue that invented the doughy 
ring all those years ago before emigrating to America. Yank 
owner Nava has brought that tradition back to Kraków 
with Bagelmama, the big, bright cafe where he scurries 
back and forth filling orders, refilling coffees and chatting 
with customers. A variety of fresh bagels come with the 
toppings of your choice, options including sundried tomato 
cream cheese, humus, alfalfa sprouts, fresh salmon and 
more. A local invention it may be, but this is bagel shop is 
a pleasant little slice of NYC.QOpen 09:00 - 21:00, Sun 
09:00 - 19:00. (11-15zł). UGS

Czech
NEW

 Czeska Chodba A-4, ul. Zwierzyniecka 30, tel. 012 
421 05 62, www.ceska.chodba.pl. Those visiting this 
Czech restaurant will discover that Czech cuisine is not 
a huge departure from Polish food - of which the menu 
also offers a selection - even down to the cabbage sides. 
However, there's no other place in Kraków where you can 
explore the nuances of the 'Prague cutlet' or encounter 
the unexplainable oddness of traditional Czech spinach 
dough (a true headscratcher). But, really, what's the best 
thing about a Czech restaurant? Czech beer, of course. 
Cerna Hora dark and amber ales are on draft (9zł) with 
Kozel, Krusovice, Staropramen, original Czech Budweiser 
and others available from the bottle and served in sturdy 
beer steins. As far as we know, the true Czech way is 
to drink your dinner. QOpen 12:00 - 24:00. (17-38zł). 
YAUXSW

French
 Brasserie E-7, ul. Gazowa 4, tel. 012 292 19 98, www.
brasserie.krakow.pl. A delightfully quirky, red-brick, former 
tram garage attracts a mixed crowd of diners from the kind 
of people who ride on trams to the kind of people who own 
the trams the former people ride on. The equally mixed 
menu includes a good choice of vegetarian dishes, veal, and 
frogs legs in breadcrumbs. Good news for les porcs is the 
monster plate of seafood for two. A better than average wine 
list rounds off the affair rather nicely. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. 
(34-45zł). TAUXS

 Cyrano de Bergerac C-2, ul. Sławkowska 26, tel. 
012 411 72 88, www.cyranodebergerac.pl. Kraków's 
finest French restaurant is a magnificent white tablecloth 
affair, steeped in tradition and famed throughout the city 
for scores of dishes including an exceptional foie gras and 
the occasional experimental hit. Located in a medieval 
cellar against a backdrop of antiques and tapestries, if 
you're going to push the boat out while you're in town, 
there are few better places to push i t than here, and 
that's a fact recognized by none other than the Michelin 
Guide. If you've no boat to push, drop by between 10:00 
and 17:00 for unbeatable value during breakfast (15zł) or 
lunch (12-55zł).QOpen 10:00 - 23:00. Closed Sun. (50-
88zł). PTABX

 La Fontaine C-3, ul. Sławkowska 1, tel. 012 422 65 
64, www.bblafontaine.com. The courtyard terrace is the 
pick of places to eat at La Fontaine, though the interior has 
a pleasing elegance as well when there's a gale outside. 
Here delicious French food is served by a well-trained staff 
who actually appear to enjoy what they do. So does the chef, 
clearly, as he turns out classics such as medallions of veal 
with chanterelle mushrooms, or fresh foie gras with port and 
armagnac. The set tasting menus are a good value at 65zł. 
QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (38-54zł). PTABXS

 Redolfi C-3, Rynek Główny 38, tel. 012 423 05 79, 
www.redolfi.krakow.pl. An excellent location and a refresh-
ingly tatty interior greet a batallion of diners from dedicated 
locals to the occasional tourist in what's by most accounts a 
fairly decent restaurant. Skip the breakfast and lunch menus 
(during which time Redolfi functions more as a café than 
restaurant) and dine here in the evening on pricey but good 
food including veal roulades and Provence-style lamb chops. 
There's a good wine list too, that can get expensive if you're 
not careful. QOpen 09:00 - 23:30. (44-62zł). JAXSW

Georgian
 Gruzińskie Chaczapuri C-2, ul. Floriańska 26, tel. 0 
509 54 28 02, www.chaczapuri.pl. For reasons we simply 
can't comprehend, this Georgian food franchise seems to 
have taken over the Old Town. Equally incomprehensible is 
how with a menu so vast everything comes out of the kitchen 
virtually the same - sketchy meat of your choice, shredded 
lettuce and cheese wrapped in a stale tortilla, preceded by 
a frozen dinner roll; no disrespect to Stalin's homeland, but 
that's hardly the most original take on cuisine. Affordable, 
sure, but essentially a rip-off when you consider the cost to 
the kitchen, whose late hours nonetheless make this place 
popular with large parties more preoccupied with their tipple 
than nosh inside the rustic interior. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00, 
Fri, Sat 12:00 - 24:00. (14-30zł). AUXS

Greek
 Akropolis C-5, ul. Grodzka 9, tel. 012 421 77 25. They 
do Greek food here, but it's certainly not as the gods intended. 
Sit inside amid a flimsy interior of Doric pillars and wall fres-
coes or else form a line outside their kebab window if you're 
curious to learn what it feels like to have your guts skewered by 
Neptune's trident. QOpen 10:00 - 03:00, Thu 10:00 - 05:00, 
Fri 10:00 - 06:00, Sat 10:00 - 07:00. (18-25zł). GBSW

 Hellada H-1, ul. Królewska 55, tel. 012 637 20 86, 
www.hellada.website.pl. Cheesy, tacky, tasteless and a 
complete caricature of itself, Hellada presents diners with 
more stone cladding and plastic plants than you'd ever think 
you'd see. Thank god the food is there to balance out the 
design oversights. Kraków doesn't really do Greek, but this 
isn't a bad attempt, and if nothing else it's a good laugh and 
a cheap night out. QOpen 12:00 - 22:00. (16-67zł). AXS

Delicious Cuisine
Own Collection of French Wines

recommended  
in the  

Michelin guide  
2008, 2009

 Dynia Cafe Bar A-2, ul. Krupnicza 20, tel. 012 430 
08 38. Dynia has an extensive breakfast menu, which 
we’ve gladly gone back to time and again. Most of the 
offerings are simple Polish morning standards - scrambled 
eggs with chives, omelettes with jam or fruits - however, 
more hearty creations like the sausage-laden ‘hultajski’ 
set (13zł) and fishy ‘sailor set’ (15zł) are also available as 
well as English breakfast for 20zł. Q Served 08:30-12:00, 
Sun 09:00-13:00. TAG

 Europejska (European) C-3, Rynek Główny 35, tel. 
012 429 34 93, www.europejska.pl. The market square 
location and comfortable, yet classy atmosphere of the 
interior make Europejska a favourite of tourists and elder 
ex-pats. The extensive breakfast menu includes the curious 
ham and pea omelette, satisfying a variety of other tastes 
with its set English, European, Polish and Vienna breakfast 
platters (23-25zł). If you’re not ready to take on a meal at this 
hour, the selection of coffee drinks and tortes will sweeten 
anyone up. QOpen 08:00 - 12:30. PTAXSW

 Le Scandale D-6, Pl. Nowy 9, tel. 012 430 68 55, 
www.lescandale.pl. What was once our favourite break-
fast in Kazimierz may have lost its footing to San Sebastian, 
but this is still one of the most exciting early bird menus 
around: bagels with genuine Philadelphia cream cheese, 
proper English and American breakfasts sets and a variety 
of large, fluffy omelettes - all at bargain prices. Try their 
sister site - Scandale Royale - to happily go beyond bread, 
spreads and meat for breakfast in the Old Town. Q Break-
fast served 08:00-13:00. (9-19zł). PTAUXSW

 Metropolitan C-3, ul. Sławkowska 3, tel. 012 421 
98 03, www.metropolitan-krakow.com. Universally 
hailed as peerless, breakfast here is conveniently served 
until 16:00 on the weekends. With sound American and 
English skillet breakfasts and maple syrup-smothered 
pancakes as menu options, you may not even be tempted 
to approach the imposing breakfast buffet (served 11:30-
16:00, 16-31zł) - an upscale assortment of meats, 
cheeses, fruit, pastries, and eggs made to order. In the 
end, the quality of the food and the friendly service make 
you want to return as soon as you’ve walked out the 
door.Q Breakfast served 07:30-11:30.  (6-29zł)

 Milk & Co B-4, ul. Straszewskiego 17 (Radisson 
SAS Hotel), tel. 012 618 88 55, www.radissonsas.
com. This daily breakfast buffet in the ground floor of the 
Radisson certainly rivals Metropolitan’s in scope, but not 
in price. For 95zł you’re given the keys to the gastroverse 
with unlimited coffee, tea, juice, jams, breads, sausages, 
cheeses, fruit, a variety of eggs, potatoes, at least two 
kinds of fish and, yeah, a lot more. So much that it’s a 
shame breakfast is only once a day. Q Served 06:30 - 
10:30, Sat, Sun 06:30 - 11:00. PTAUGSW

 Nic Nowego D-3, ul. Św. Krzyża 15, tel. 012 421 
61 88, www.nicnowego.com. Unlike the others listed 
here, Nic Nowego serves great breakfast all damn day 
and right up to the next. With perhaps the only proper 
Irish breakfast in Kraków, the menu also includes om-
elettes and toasted sandwiches. Not only is the owner 
a chef, but he also patronises his bar on a regular basis, 
creating a welcoming atmosphere. Q Breakfast served 
07:00-24:00, Fri 07:00-01:00, Sat 10:00-01:00, Sun 
10:00-24:00. (10-25zł).

Breakfast



52 RESTAURANTS

Kraków In Your Pocket krakow.inyourpocket.com

53RESTAURANTS

October - November 2009krakow.inyourpocket.com

however, is the courtyard - much larger than the restaurant 
itself, whose classy interior is complete with folksy portraits 
of mustachioed musicians and Magyar gentlemen, and 
piped full of gypsy music.QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (23-69zł). 
PTAIXSW

Indian
 Bombaj Tandoori E-6, ul. Szeroka 7-8, tel. 012 422 
37 97, www.restauracjabombaj.pl. All around not a 
bad effor t, but a bit hi t-or-miss: the Dupiaza is excel-
lent, but the same couldn't be said for the Vindaloo or 
Chicken Masala Bhuna Gosht on our visits. And ordering 
your entree 'extra spicy' here certainly won't leave your 
kids orphaned. I f nothing else i t's a decent diversion 
from all the menorahs and prayer shawls on display 
in neighbouring restaurants. Find a pleasant interior 
with patterned tablecloths, pics of Himalayan mountain 
scenes and photo albums of the ownership's journeys 
in the homeland. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 - 
24:00. (17-38zł). PTAS

 Indus Tandoor C-2, ul. Sławkowska 13-15, tel. 
012 423 22 82, www.indus.pl. A long narrow space 
decorated with beads, patterned fabrics and pictures 
of Maharajas posed atop of elephants. There's a near 
constant line of people filing in and out, attracted no 
doubt by the best Indian food Kraków has to offer. Spice 
levels rarely threaten to reach volcanic, but this is nev-
ertheless a vast improvement on the ethnic experience 
of yesteryear. The interior's a bit dumpy and the toilet is 
outside in a public corridor, but the food keeps you from 
complaining and the business lunch specials are a fan-
tastic value.QOpen 12:00 - 22:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 - 24:00. 
(16-35zł). PAUXS

International
 Amadeus D-3, ul. Mikołajska 20 (Amadeus Hotel), 
tel. 012 423 03 40, www.restauracja-amadeus.pl. 
Classy staff serve Polish classics taken to new heights in 
sumptuous surroundings. In other words, a treat. Try the 
classic żurek soup - we do not think we have ever tasted 
better - before moving on to the superb roast pork with 
fried sauerkraut and potato puree: you will wonder how 
such simple flavours can be so rich. But that is the whole 
point of Amadeus: simplicity and class win over every time. 
Recommended most heartedly. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. 
(43-99zł). PTYAUXW

 Ancora C-4, ul. Dominikańska 3, tel. 012 357 33 
55, www.ancora-restaurant.com. A crisply designed 
restaurant wi th bedsheet whi te walls and carefull y 
tended shrubs guarding the doorway. Both restaurant 
and menu are modern Mediterranean in style and Ancora 
has established itself as the perfect alternative to the 
numerous Kraków restaurants committed to serving little 
more than cows and cabbage. QOpen 12:00 - 22:30. 
(46-64zł). PAXS

 Aperitif C-3, ul. Sienna 9, tel. 012 432 33 33, www.
aperitif.com.pl. This city-centre bargain near Mały Rynek 
features a creamy interior livened by bright orange tablecloths 
and garden dining in the back. While the atmosphere and inte-
rior may invoke the Mediterranean, the fixed 19zł lunch menu 
(Mon to Fri, 12-16) isn't above simple favourites like the club 
sandwich or cheeseburger. The dinner menu reveals no lack of 
creative muscle with dishes like 'mussels in red or white wine 
sauce' (34zł) and 'farfalle with spinach, blue cheese sauce and 
pine nuts' (23zł) at lightweight prices. Aperitif is an all around 
delight. QOpen 10:00 - 23:00. (21-69zł). TAUXSW

 Avocado Resto Bar D-6, ul. Bożego Ciała 1, tel. 012 
422 04 86, www.restoavocado.pl. You will notice this place 
immediately, as even in quirky Kazimierz it stands out by going 
the extra mile with the terrace furniture - comfy chairs with 
big cushions as opposed to the usual IKEA job lot. The food 
is good too, with a few treats such as beef entrecote with 
Bearnaise sauce once again showing a fair bit of imagination: 
not always evident in these parts. The chocolate souffle we 
had to round off our meal was a dream. QOpen 10:00 - 23:00. 
(12-39zł). PTAUIXSW

 Bom Fogo D-4, ul. Wielopole 4 (Holiday Inn Hotel), tel. 
012 619 03 00, www.hik.krakow.pl. An interesting res-
taurant inside the Holiday Inn with swirly patterned carpets 
and curvy interior features. The menu is Mediterranean in 
content, with a page devoted to specialties of the local cuisine 
in case you haven't already had enough. A private dining room 
is available to special parties or those who simply can't bear 
the site of watching others eat. For after dinner drinks retire 
with the cocktail of your choice to the Reflections bar. QOpen 
18:00 - 23:00. (40-75zł). PTAUXW

 Boogie Cafè Resto Bar D-3, ul. Szpitalna 9, tel. 012 
429 43 06, www.boogiecafe.pl. A small, shining black and 
white restobar with pics of the jazz greats and a soundtrack 
that is strictly live jazz on Thursday and Friday nights, and 
chillout all other times. On the menu it's cheap light bites, 
baguettes, salads, snacks and pasta.QOpen 10:00 - 22:00. 
(16-25zł). AUEXSW

www.inyourpocket.com

Restaurant with unique 

character and real Cracowian 

atmosphere! 

Eat your dinner in one of our 

antique carriages. 

Dishes prepared over a beech 

wood grill using old Polish and 

Italian recipes.Summer garden 

and catering service.

www.cherubino.pl

catering service

Kraków, ul. św. Tomasza 15, 

Reservation: 012 4294007

Hungarian
 Balaton C-4, ul. Grodzka 37, tel. 012 422 04 69, www.
balaton.krakow.pl. A surprise result on the Kraków dining 
scene. Sure it looks seedy but the good news is that the 
service is excellent, you can smoke in the non-smoking sec-
tion and the food represents one of the best deals you'll find. 
The fish soup acts as an excellent prelude to your steaming 
plate of goulash. Recommended. QOpen 12:00 - 22:00. 
(16-42zł). PTAXS

 Deli Bar D-6, ul. Meiselsa 5, tel. 012 430 64 04, www.
delibar.pl. A bright modern eatery whose orange walls come 
decorated with blow-up photos of paprika and goulash. It 
doesn't take a brainbox to work out what's the order of the 
day here, this place is Hungarian through and through, and 
you'll find a stack of red hot, spicy dishes on the list here. 
And it's not just the bloodthirsty who're catered for here, 
non-carnivores get a fair choice of fish, salads and soups to 
test. Best of all, the price to quality ratio is positively off-the-
scale. QOpen 11:00 - 22:00, Fri, Sat, Sun 11:00 - 23:00. 
(8-25zł). TUGS

 Szabla i Szklanka (Saber and Glass) C-4, ul. Posel-
ska 22, tel. 012 426 54 40, www.szablaiszklanka.pl. 
Celebrating centuries of Polish and Hungarian fellowship on 
the battlefield and at the table, SiS offers a concise menu 
of food from the two nations dominated by confounding 
Hungarian names you'll never pronounce, including Horto-
bágyi pancake with stewed goose (19zł), Bagrácsgulyás 
beef soup (17zł) and Pörkölt lamb goulash (36zł and deli-
cious). The Poles have contributed little beyond potato 
pancakes and some catches from the Baltic, and if you 
arrive hungry as a Hungarian you may be disappointed in 
the small size of the savoury portions. What is enormous, 
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 Floriańska C-2, ul. Floriańska 43/6 (first floor), tel. 012 
421 08 70, www.restauracja-florianska.pl. A cracking 
addition to Krakow's Old Town. A nice design uses patterned 
wallpaper and antiques, though the restaurant manages to 
maintain a chic, modern aesthetic. The menu is European with 
a slant towards the Italian end of things, and includes pork 
sirloin marinated in pepper vodka and stuffed with cheese. 
QOpen 13:00 - 23:00. (18-66zł). PTAIEGSW

 Four Seasons E-6, ul. Szeroka 12 (Rubinstein Hotel), 
tel. 012 384 00 00, www.hotelrubinstein.com. Another 
sign that ulica Szeroka is breaking with its Klezmer obses-
sions is the opening of the Rubinstein restaurant. Found on 
the ground floor of the hotel of the same name this ultra posh 
effort features boys dressed in penguin attire, stone surfaces 
and immaculate cutlery arrangements that positively gleam 
under the lighting. The menu is an interesting collection of 
European dishes and includes some recommended slices of 
beef sirloin. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00, Mon, Tue, Wed 12:00 - 
22:00. (28-68zł). PTAUEXSW

 Grill 15/16 C-3, Rynek Główny 16, tel. 012 424 96 00. 
Kraków has plenty of courtyard gardens, but few can equal this 
one. Packed with plants hanging from timber beams this is an 
attractive venue, and under the stewardship of Wierzynek - 
Kraków's most legendary restaurant - great environs come with 
great service and arguably the finest steaks and grilled animals 
in the city. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (14-65zł). TAUXSW

 Kuchnia i Wino (Cuisine and Wine) D-6, ul. Józefa 13, 
tel. 012 430 67 10, www.kuchniaiwino.eu. An intimate 
Kazimierz spot with floral tablecloths and a limited Mediterra-
nean menu. But what sounds like a run-of-the-mill local bistro 
has gathered a reputation as one of the best meals in the 
area. The chef is the owner, and so has a personal interest in 

 Coltrane Restaurant & Music Bar B-1, ul. Biskupia 4, 
tel. 0 500 21 63 17, www.coltrane-restaurant.pl. If you're 
looking to bypass American frat kids and British rugby teams 
then head to this secret den, a sleek and shining jazz haunt 
situated in an area completely off the Lonely Planet radar. 
The design throws no surprises your way, with the standard 
collection of black leather and pics of trumpeters, but the new 
Mediterranean-leaning menu is worth investigation and the 
live music ain't bad either, though you'll only get to listen to it 
on the weekend. QOpen 08:00 - 23:00, Sat 10:00 - 23:00, 
Sun 12:00 - 23:00. (17-39zł). PTAEXSW

 Copernicus C-5, ul. Kanonicza 16 (Copernicus Hotel), tel. 
012 424 34 21, www.hotel.com.pl. The menu aims high, 
and gets results with gourmet choices that change with the 
seasons in order to incorporate fresh local produce as much 
as possible. Original frescoes still grace the elegant interior 
where the aristocratic cuisine has been enjoyed by Nobel prize 
winners (Miłosz, Szymborska) and political dignitaries (Vaclav 
Havel, Helmut Kohl). As the menu fluxs, the apple strudel 
remains a constant fave, and all around you get what you pay 
for. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (69-89zł). PTAIEXSW

 Cul-De-Sac D-3, ul. Na Gródku 4 (Gródek Hotel), tel. 
012 431 20 41, www.donimirski.com. Occupying a space 
inside the Hotel Gródek, Cul de Sac is the definitive dining 
experience. The menu is short and concise, and features 
beautifully presented delicacies like veal cutlets served 
with mint. A Kraków highlight and a fine place for romanc-
ing.QOpen 17:00 - 22:00. (25-55zł). PTJAUGW

 Enso A-1, ul. Karmelicka 52, tel. 012 633 65 20, www.
karmelicka52.com. A completely un-Krakowian effort with 
a futuristic design that relies on clever lighting, a spacious 
set up and a slick atmosphere more commonly associated 
with the lounge bars of the capital. By day the menu is as 
adventurous as any you'll come across in Kraków with asian 
styled fusion offerings picked at by a chic crowd. The darker it 
gets the more this place melts into a pre-club spot, with Bambi 
girls sipping expert cocktails. QOpen 11:00 - 22:00, Fri, Sat 
11:00 - 24:00. Closed Sun. (15-49zł). PYAXSW

 Figa z makiem C-2, ul. Sławkowska 10, tel. 012 423 76 
76, www.figazmakiem.com.pl. A great location for a nice, 
but casual and affordable meal out, Figa z Makiem delivers a 
surprisingly well-translated menu of rich meat and seafood 
mains in an interior of white-dressed wood furnishings and 
wood-panelled walls. Our fig-stuffed chicken with mango and 
pomegranite sauce (32zł) turned to be a bit of a light meal, 
but was nonethelss delicious, with the poppy cake with hot 
fig sauce being a worthy namesake for this pleasant new 
addition to Kraków's ceaselessly increasing culinary scene. 
QOpen 13:00 - 23:00. (19-39zł). TAUIXS

THE BEST PASTA IN TOWN!!!
COME AND TASTE POLISH AND ITALIAN DELICIOUS CUISINE

ul. Sławkowska 10, 31-014 Kraków, tel. 012 423 76 76
www.figazmakiem.com.pl

delivering outstanding quality to your table. Recommended. 
QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (27-52zł). TABX

 Magnifica ul. Jugowicka 10c, (Łagiewniki-Borek Fałęcki), 
tel. 012 252 70 10, www.magnifica.pl. Having cooked for the 
King of Belgium and Prince Rainier of Monaco head chef Jean Bos 
is the closest Kraków comes to a celebrity chef, and his modern 
European menu has already seen the Farmona Hotel & Spa vaunted 
as the most exciting dining development Kraków has seen for years. 
Dishes come exquisitely presented inside a sharp modern interior 
that features a fireplace, leather seats and slick chocolate colours. 
QOpen 07:00 - 23:00. (28-69zł). PTAUIGSW

 Mauretania E-7, Bulwar Kurlandzki, tel. 0 692 38 36 
61, www.mauretania.biz. Named after the historic Cunard 
liner the Mauretania restaurant allows diners to eat on board an 
atmospheric boat moored on the banks of the Wisła. Cross the 
gangplank before choosing either to dine outside on the top level, 
or inside a narrow timber room fitted out with forest green carpets, 
navigational dials and oil paintings of naval moments. The menu 
is not as nautically inclined as you would imagine, with the chef 
extending his repertoire to cover pastas, pancakes and green 
pepper steak. QOpen 11:00 - 22:00. (16-33zł). PASW

 Metropolitan C-3, ul. Sławkowska 3, tel. 012 421 98 03, 
www.metropolitan-krakow.com. Rumours of a decline have 
been exaggerated, this is still Kraków's best breakfast with a 
choice of British fry-ups or American-style maple syrup pancakes 
to help soak up the liquid indulgences of the night previous. Metro-
politan's breakfasts are the stuff of legend, though this place is by 
no means a one trick pony. As the hours tick by this cosmopolitan, 
wood-fitted spot fills up with an urbane crowd taking their pick from 
a quasi-fusion menu. Best of all an open kitchen means there's no 
chance of some jester choosing to do obscene things to your order. 
QOpen 11:30 - 23:00. (24-69zł). PTAXSW

 Cafe Sukiennice Restauracja (Cloth Hall 
Cafe & Restaurant) C-3, Rynek Główny 1/3, tel. 
012 422 24 68, www.cafe-sukiennice.krakow.pl. 
What is inherentl y a gorgeous interior in a hallmark 
location, Cafe Sukiennice un for tunatel y has a lot 
working against i t and i t may be star ting to take i ts 
toll. Even tourists seem to have cot toned on to the 
fact that this is an over t tourist trap wi th overpriced 
food, drinks and ice cream. Wi th renovation work on 
this par t of the Cloth Hall still drag ging on and the 
endlessl y obnoxious Gui tar Hero licks of the 'Shred-
der' - a ubiqui tous and overampli fied Rynek per former 
- too close for comfor t, a serious damper has been 
thrown over what should be one of the best ou tdoor 
terraces on the Market Square.QOpen 10:00 - 22:00. 
(18-57zł). TAEXSW
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 Milk & Co B-4, ul. Straszewskiego 17 (Radisson Blu 
Hotel), tel. 012 618 88 88, www.milkco.pl. Unfortunately 
Milk & Co no longer dishes out their elaborate lunch buffet, 
having gone ala carte with their usual selection of original, 
healthy fish and meat options. However, the ever-popular 
Surf & Turf extravaganza on Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
nights remains, and at 120zł is actually a heck of a bargain: 
enjoy giant prawns alongside tender juicy steaks and ribs and 
to hell with the calories. QOpen 11:00 - 23:00. (45-80zł). 
PTAUGSW

 Na Wawelu B-5, Wzgórze Wawelskie 9, tel. 012 421 
19 15, www.nawawelu.pl. Kraków's ultimate tourist 
trap, or just a much under-rated café and restaurant in 
the best location on earth? You decide as you see fit, but 
much will depend on the service, which varies from very 
good to completely disinterested. The food is definitely 
overpriced for what is standard international fare, but 
you can have a reasonable coffee, beer or juice here, 
and let's face it, for a location like this you will hardly 
be expecting any bargains. QOpen 12:00 - 17:00. (21-
45zł). TAXS

 Nic Nowego D-3, ul. Św. Krzyża 15, tel. 012 421 61 
88, www.nicnowego.com. Our bar of choice in central 
Krakow, though there's more to Nic Nowego than late nights 
and blank memories. The owner Tom is a chef by trade, and 
his menu goes above and beyond your usual pub standards. 
The new menu still has Krakow's best baguettes on show, 
but has also been expanded to include steaks on the list as 
well. The food comes complimented by a slick, metallic interior 
that buzzes from dawn till closing. The wi-fi is temperamental, 
but you shouldn't be working anyway.QOpen 07:00 - 24:00, 
Fri 07:00 - 01:00, Sat 10:00 - 01:00, Sun 10:00 - 24:00. 
(10-55zł). TASW

 Nova Resto Bar D-6, ul. Estery 18, tel. 012 421 40 11, 
www.novarestobar.pl. A vast canteen space that makes 
use of wood partitions to separate tables and abstract art 
to add to the visual diversions. They're not fooling anyone, 
this eyesore has the aesthetics of a school dining hall. The 
food's not that much better either, the low prices a direct 
reflection of the culinary quality. On the plus side Nova isn't 
a bad shot if you want a cheap meal that isn't a frozen 
french bread pizza or roadkill kebab.QOpen 09:00 - 24:00. 
(21-52zł). TASW

 Orient Ekspres C-3, ul. Stolarska 13, tel. 012 422 
66 72, www.orient-ekspres.krakow.pl. Love i t, just 
love it. The interior is a painstaking recreation of a vintage 
steam train, and packed with travel trunks and suitcases; 
a perfect background to practice your Poirot poses. The 
menu bravely attempts to cover every cuisine from Paris to 
Istanbul, stopping at liver mousse, goulasch, fillet of duck with 
blackcurrant sauce and creme brulee during the journey. The 
garden out back is lovely. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (16-48zł). 
TAUXSW

 Padre B-3, ul. Wiślna 11, (entrance from ul. Olsze-
wskiego), tel. 012 422 08 66. Arranging the marraige 
of Indian and Italian food, Padre's menu features pizzas, 
pastas and curries. With coloured lamps and twinkling 
treasures, the cellar has all the atmosphere of an un-
derwater grotto; only the golden oldies that get airplay 
detract from the mysticism. In spite of a hidden off-Rynek 
location this place seems a bit of an open secret, i ts 
garden and subterranean chambers packed throughout 
the day thanks to the reputation of the solid Indian of-
ferings and reasonable prices.QOpen 12:00 - 22:00. 
(14-35zł). JAS

Those of you expecting to have a wild week of kinky 
costume parties and rollicking Halloween revelry may be 
slightly shocked to see a rather sobering, sombre scene 
the evenings of November 1st and 2nd. Known nationally 
as All Saints’ and All Souls’ Day respectively (and 
respectfully, mind you), these two days of the calendar 
year are dedicated to prayer and paying tribute to the 
deceased by visiting their graves. In accordance with 
tradition, families all over Poland will make pilgrimages 
to the resting places of their relatives, tending the 
gravesites with a care that is truly touching, before 
laying wreaths, flowers and candles that will be kept lit 
throughout the length of the holiday. As night descends, 
the country’s graveyards are aglow with the warm light 
of literally thousands of flickering candles, creating an 
eerie, incredibly evocative atmosphere that should not 
be missed by anyone with a heart that still beats. As it 
happens, Kraków is perhaps Poland’s most evocative, 
‘necropolitan’ city in which to witness All Saints’/All 
Souls’. While visitors to the city may not have forbearers 
interred here, a trip to one of Kraków’s cemeteries 
during this unforgettable ceremony is, indeed, requisite. 
While we could wax poetic about the unearthly glow of 
the immense candlelight, the murmur of prayer and 
psalms, the subtle smells of the incense, fresh flowers 
and burning wax, the shades of ravens in the trees, 
the wet grass and mists, and the surreal duality of the 
supernaturally charged, yet tranquil atmosphere – we’d 
prefer you just experience it for yourself. (Take a candle.)

Kraków Cemeteries:

Rakowicki Cemetery
The largest and most important of Krakow’s cemeteries, 
Rakowicki is also its most moving site during All Saints’. 
Within the astounding candlelight you’ll find many fine 
examples of sepulchral art, as well as impressive 
memorials to Poland’s 20th century struggles. Across 
the street is Kraków’s military cemetery, and together 
they represent an important source of Polish patriotism. 
A twenty minute walk from the market square, simply 
follow the throng, or take tram number 2 to the end of 
the line and throng it from there. J-1, ul. Jana Prandoty.

Salwator Cemetery
On the hillside beneath Kościuszko Mound, this cemetery 
lies in one of Kraków’s most beautiful districts. A more 
intimate affair than Rakowicki, souls that report here 
will enjoy spookier surroundings with grand views of the 
city and valley below. About a 25 minute walk from the 
market square or take tram number 1 to its terminus 
at Salwator and enjoy the picturesque stroll up ul. Św. 
Broniswały. G-3, al. Waszyngtona.

Podgórze Cemetery
This a large, picturesque memorial park is our favourite 
cemetery to visit over the holiday thanks to its basin-
shape which creates an amphitheatre of coloured 
candlelight. Located behind Krakus Mound, if visiting 
on All Souls’ Day (Nov. 2st) don’t be surprised to find 
locals celebrating modern paganism on top of the 
mound around midnight, from which you can also catch 
views of every cemetery in Kraków glowing in the 
distance. Serviced by its own tram stop called ‘Cmentarz 
Podgórski,’ there are at least 9 different trams you can 
catch to get there. K-5, ul. Wapienna 13.

All Saints’ Day
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tourists whose horse-drawn carraige somehow finds its wheel 
rutted on this forgotten square. The banquet interior is less 
creative than the menu which invites you to stick a fork in 
grilled livers in cherry sauce (16zł) or take a stab at salmon 
on saffron risotto (36zł). Outdoor seating with a view of the 
inactivity on Kazimierz's original town square completes the 
picture. QOpen 11:00 - 22:00, Sun 12:00 - 22:00. (25-45zł). 
PTAUEXS

 Scandale Royal B-2, Pl. Szczepański 2, tel. 012 422 13 
33, www.scandale.pl. Scandale Royal successfully skirts 
the line between lounge, cafe and bistro by being one of the 
most stylish places to be all day and night. In more shades 
of violet than we knew possible, it nonetheless stays well-lit 
and inviting thanks to wall-length windows and a massive 
chandelier bisecting the two floors like a fragile firepole. On 
the card you'll find salads, pastas, and meat dishes to taste, 
with proper breakfast in the mornings and an after 22:00 
menu (featuring sushi) late night, when everything inside from 
the cushions to the clientele looks edible. QOpen 07:30 - 
24:00, Fri, Sat 07:30 - 02:00. (23-57zł). PTAUXSW

 Sphinx C-3, Rynek Główny 26, tel. 012 423 11 40, 
www.sphinx.pl. The Sphinx chain have proven bullet-proof 
to change and have cornered the Polish budget dinner experi-
ence since their early beginnings. This is middle eastern food 
Polski style, with the chefs piece de resistance being the 
pitchfork full of cabbage that accompanies each meal. The 
menu does little to challenge the culinary imagination and is 
no more than a never-ending list of shoarmas, burgers and 
pizzas, but that does little to stop the stampede. A committed 
teen fanbase fights over seats inside dark interiors that come 
illuminated with Arabic lanterns dangling from artificial trees. 
If you're running low on banknotes you could do a lot worse 
than taking dinner here. Also in Galeria Kazimierz (J-3).QOpen 
11:00 - 23:00. (19-45zł). PTAXSW

 Pasieka (Apiary) D-6, ul. Miodowa 25, tel. 012 421 
23 81, www.restauracja-pasieka.pl. Stick your head in this 
honeypot and you may find yourself stuck for quite some time. 
A labyrinthine hive of honeybee-themed rooms - upstairs and 
down, including a lovely outdoor bee yard, Pasieka is one of 
the most versatile new spots in town, ready to please as a 
casual restaurant, cafe or bar. Though the oozy atmosphere is 
almost sickeningly sweet at first, we found ourselves getting 
quite comfortable over the long-pursued London-style break-
fast (15zł, served until noon) and our honey and rum-infused 
coffee. The extensive menu features other honey-themed 
dishes including honey-glazed ribs and a honey-melon salad, 
while the drinks section touts a large larder of meads. QOpen 
09:00 - 23:00. (19-55zł). TAXSW

 Percheron A-5, ul. Zwierzyniecka 31, tel. 012 379 59 
50, www.percheron.pl. In a classically classy interior of 
white walls and twisted red lampshades, this modern Euro-
pean fusion restaurant features the largest menu of carpaccio 
in town and a fantastic 7th floor cafe. Menu highlights include 
'pork sirloin stewed in anchovy sauce, fresh spinach leaves, 
tomatoes and rosemary' (34zł) and 'prawns, frog legs and 
poultry pieces in artichoke creme sauce, sprinkled with dill 
and olive oil' (36zł), but the real draw is the view of Wawel 
and the Wisła riverside, best enjoyed from the observation 
deck of the Cafe Oranżeria.QOpen 12:00 - 24:00. (28-60zł). 
PTAUXSW

 Piwnica Pod Wierzynkiem C-3, Rynek Główny 15, 
tel. 012 424 96 00, www.grill15-16.pl. Occupying the 
cellars of the historic Wierzynek building, this grill house can 
boast of the best steaks in Kraków, specialising in American 
T-Bones and deer steaks. The cellars, however, won't open 
until the weather dictates that the above ground gardens of 
Grill 15/16 close for the season. Upstairs or down its the 
same juicy sirloins with Wierzynek's peerless quality and 
service. QOpen 17:00 - 22:00, Fri 13:00 - 22:00. (21-65zł). 
PTAXS

 Pod Różą (Under the Rose) C-2, ul. Floriańska 14 
(Pod Różą Hotel), tel. 012 424 33 81, www.hotel.com.pl. 
Excellent Polish and European cuisine served under a glass-
covered atrium in the Pod Różą hotel. A piano sits on a raised 
platform, and higher up there's a balcony with tables overlook-
ing the main floor. The menu features a veritable list of birds 
and forest animals, including a rather tasty dead bambi. Prices 
are high for Krakow, but then so are the standards. QOpen 
12:00 - 23:00. (39-119zł). PTJAESW

 Renaissance Fusion Restaurant C-3, ul. Św. Jana 
1, tel. 012 374 13 10. Though Pod Winogrami was known 
as the cream of Kraków's crop, management decided they 
could do better yet delivering Renaissance and its highly 
original fusion menu drawing from Thai, Italian and Polish 
cuisine. Housed in the early 16th century Bonerowski Palace, 
Renaissance has all the elegance and quality in food and 
service you'd expect from its exclusive reputation, earning a 
nod from the Michelin Guide in just its first week of opening. 
Loud red walls, a massive crystal chandelier, white marble 
floors and stencilled timber beams under a canopied glass 
ceiling are among the facets of the luxury design. QOpen 
12:00 - 23:00. Open 07:00-11:00, 17:00-23:00, Sat, Sun 
07:00-11:00, 18:00-23:00 (40-100zł). PTAUXW

 Restauracja Wirginał D-7, Pl. Wolnica 11, tel. 012 430 
20 55, www.wirginal.pl. The classiest outfit of the alarming 
number of restaurants to recently open on Plac Wolnica, it's a 
bit of a statement to suggest Plac Wolnica can sustain this bit 
of finery, but we'll soon find out. Wirginał offers a wine glass 
and white tablecloth affair with a resident pianist for wayward 

 Stary Hotel Restaurant C-2, ul. Szczepańska 5 (Stary 
Hotel), tel. 012 384 08 06, www.stary.hotel.com.pl. Hotel 
Stary won an interior design award in 2007 and the interiors 
of its ace restaurant are no less awe-inspiring, balancing the 
modern with finely preserved details of this ancient building. 
Serving fine Modern European cuisine with a Polish twist, the 
menu changes like the seasons - or with them, rather, meaning 
a steady effort from the kitchen to use the freshest ingredients. 
Favoured by high-flyers and local business honchos who have 
been regulars for years, try the revelation that is rabbit saddle 
with fresh spinach, or the unusual herbal ice creams. A gem. 
QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (59-79zł). PTAUXW

 Szara C-3, Rynek Główny 6, tel. 012 421 66 69, www.
szara.pl. An important looking restaurant which seems to 
draw most tourists at least once during their visit. Vaulted 
ceilings, crisp linen and an atmosphere of complete elegance 
make it a great venue for your special ‘last night meal', 
and the food rarely disappoints. Choose from dishes like 
Planksteak with Bearnaise sauce in what has come to be 
known as one of the cornerstones of Kraków's culinary 
scene. An excellent breakfast (8:00-12:00) and lunch (12:00-
15:00) destination as well.QOpen 11:00 - 23:00. (32-79zł). 
PTAUBXS

 Szara Kazimierz E-6, ul. Szeroka 39, tel. 012 429 12 
19, www.szarakazimierz.pl. Opening after its sister estab-
lishment on the Rynek, the second Szara achieved 'Kraków 
legend' status just as quickly. What makes it so special is not 
the location on Szeroka, nor the swift and bubbly staff, but 
the food: nowhere in the city can you eat so well for so little. 
This is top cuisine - try the daily specials chalked up on the 
blackboard, such as lamb with gratinated potatoes - yet it 
comes in at almost fast food prices. Simple, cheap and very 
cheerful. All Kraków should be like this. QOpen 11:00 - 23:00. 
(30-57zł). PTAUXSW
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 The Olive A-5, ul. Powiśle 7 (Sheraton Kraków Hotel), 
tel. 012 662 16 60, www.sheraton.com/krakow. Top 
class Mediterranean dishes served inside the imperial 
environs of the Sheraton. The glass roof makes it possible 
to dine under the stars while the foliage dotted around 
adds to the al fresco atmosphere. The best ingredients 
money can buy are complemented by graceful service and 
some superb live piano. Fine dining at its best. Q Open 
06:30 -10:30, 12:00 - 16:00, 18:00 - 22:30, Sat, Sun 
07:00 - 10:30, 12:00 - 16:00, 18:00 - 22:30. (47-89zł). 
PTAUEXSW

 The Piano Rouge C-3, Rynek Główny 46, tel. 012 
431 03 33, www.thepianorouge.com. A sensory delight 
with crimson flourishes, feathery boas and gil t picture 
frames providing an air of Parisien decadence. A private 
members area and a pair of black-suited door police add 
an air of exclusivity while the live jazz music played in the 
background is worth the visit alone. The menu is high-end 
European, and brought to you by a busy team of waitresses 
dressing in evening wear. QOpen 10:00 - 24:00. (33-78zł). 
PAEXS

 Tupli E-6, ul. Kupa 6, tel. 012 376 40 52, www.tupli.
pl. Touting itself as 'contemporary chic cuisine' Tupli's cafe 
menu featuring burgers, wings and nachos doesn't seem that 
chic to us, unless American bar food has been embraced by 
the bourgeois during our present Polish Rip Van Winkle act. 
The proper menu, however, is full of intriguing possibilities 
like 'pan-fried tomato polenta with creamed corn and roast 
sesame spinach' (26) and 'lamb madras with mint cous cous 
and pappodum' (30) and though the portions aren't huge, 
the prices are right. As for interior, every possible space has 
been designed to store wine with the rest reserved for framed 
photos of celebs being silly. One of Kazimierz's few remaining 
empty lots has also been infringed upon to create a courtyard 
with one of the worst views in town.QOpen 08:00 - 23:00. 
(26-64zł). PTAUSW

 Villa Decius ul. 28 Lipca 1943 17a (Zwierzyniec), 
tel. 012 425 33 90, www.vd-restauracja.pl. Formerly 
an aristocratic home, then a boarding school, and later a 
tuberculosis hospital, the beautifully renovated Villa Decius 
complex makes for an interesting diversion from central 
Kraków. The restaurant itself is housed inside a collection of 
vaulted brick rooms, decorated with chandeliers and Persian 
carpets. The menu is quality, with waiters whisking away silver 
domes to reveal plates of salmon in rosemary sauce, or turkey 
in pistachio sauce. Recommended. QOpen 13:00 - 22:00. 
(45-130zł). PTAX

 Wentzl C-3, Rynek Główny 19, tel. 012 429 57 12, 
www.wentzl.pl. In the upstairs of an historical 15th century 
building on Kraków's market square (nice view, huh?), the 
Restaurant Wentzl itself can trace its lineage back to the 
18th century. Today it's one of the city's most exclusive and 
elegant eating establishments, highlighted by fine service, 
timber ceilings and a collection of noteworthy paintings from 
the 'Ecole De Paris' circle - a group of Jewish artists living in 
Paris during the interwar period. The real masterpiece will be 
on your plate, however, and presented to impress. Dishes like 
venison saddle in red currant sauce are worth every złoty, and 
the view of Mariacki is free. QOpen 13:00 - 23:30. (57-75zł). 
PTAXSW

Italian
 Al Dente E-6, ul. Kupa 12, tel. 012 430 04 18, www.
aldente-krakow.com. A light and airy room with a cream 
and modern look. This is where the local sophisticates have 
been seen heading, drawn no doubt by Sardinian cuisine 
prepared by the imported chef. Authenticity is topped off by 
the ingredients, most of which come shipped direct from Italy. 
QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (18-49zł). TASW

 Amarone C-2, ul. Floriańska 14 (Pod Różą Hotel), tel. 
012 424 33 81, www.hotel.com.pl. This is upmarket Ital-
ian food served to an increasingly discerning audience, all of 
whom appear to know exactly what they are ordering and how 
it should be cooked. Pressure is on then, but the Amarone 
boys come through every time. This is a superb restaurant, 
with a setting to match - under a giant glass covered skylight. 
QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (55-65zł). PTAESW

 Any Time Sandwich & Pizza Bar D-6, ul. Estery 16, 
tel. 012 432 30 70, www.anytime,com.pl. The food here 
is cheap, and you get what you pay for; nothing special budget 
priced pizzas, toasts and pork chops. The interior is no more 
than a slap-dash room with a cramped trattoria ambiance, 
views of Pl. Nowy and chatty, friendly staff who will make you 
feel like a regular from the moment you enter. QOpen 10:00 
- 23:00, Sat, Sun 09:00 - 02:00. (13-25zł). TAXSW

 Aqua e Vino B-3, ul. Wiślna 5/10, tel. 012 421 25 67, 
www.aquaevino.pl. Still as exciting as the day it opened. Ital-
ian owned, this chic cellar space comes decorated in a mini-
malist style with cream and black colour combinations, and 
an atmosphere redolent of downtown Milan. Half restaurant, 
half lounge bar, the beautifully presented dishes come cooked 
up by house chef Francesco. Earning rave reviews from all 
corners, this merits a place on any ‘must visit’ list you may 
be keeping. QOpen 12:00 - 22:45. (22-56zł). PTAXS

www.inyourpocket.com

Polish restaurant tipping etiquette can be confusing 
for foreigners. While in other civilized countries it’s 
normal to say thanks when a waiter collects the 
money, you’ll be horri fied to learn that in Poland ut-
tering the word ‘dziękuje’ (thank you), or even thank 
you in English, is the sign that you won’t be wanting 
any change back. This cultural slip-up can get very 
expensive. We have heard instances of a customer 
leaving a 200zł note for an 80zł meal and then hav-
ing to chase down the cheeky waitress to ask for 
the change. And while this is an extreme case, this 
happens far more often that you’d expect. To put 
things into context, even though salaries have risen 
for wait staff in the last couple of years thanks to 
a severe lack of supply, a typical waiter/waitress 
would be receiving around 10-15zł per hour. The 
waitress above assumed that the client wanted to 
leave a whole day’s salary. Nice work i f you can get 
it. What’s more, the waiter will do his or her best to 
a) make you feel deeply embarrassed i f you try to 
get anything back b) conveniently disappear having 
pocketed your change or c) play the fool and sug-
gest that it is your fault. We suggest that you only 
say thank you i f you are happy for the wait staff to 
keep the change. Otherwise we advise you to use the 
word ‘proszę’ only when handing back the bill and the 
payment. One final tip and this is to demonstrate we 
are not completely anti wait staff. I f you add a tip to 
your credit card payment the wait-staff have to pay 
tax on it. Anything that you give in cash probably isn’t 
declared. So i f you do receive good service we urge 
you to reward it and to make a tip in the form of cash.

No Thank You
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 Avanti Ristorante B-2, ul. Karmelicka 7, tel. 012 
430 07 21, www.avanti.krakow.pl. Gilded mirrors, linen 
tablecloths, lots of cool, off-white colours and a Roman-
esque theme add bags of class to this underground Italian 
restaurant just west of the Old Town. Highly recommended 
by those reportedly in the know, the menu includes a hand-
some range of pasta, fish and other classic Italian dishes. 
Also on hand is the handsome ground floor orangerie, with 
a European menu and a garden cafe - both worth a visit. 
QOpen 15:00 - 23:00, Sat, Sun 13:00 - 23:00. (20-48zł). 
PTAXS

 Carlito C-2, ul. Floriańska 28, tel. 012 429 19 12, 
www.restauracjacarlito.pl. Even amongst all the neon 
kebab signs and stalls selling Made in China fluffy dragons 
Carlito still manages to stick out like a sore thumb. This 
space is positively huge upstairs and down, and dolled 
up to look like a traditional, if not slightly tacky, trattoria 
with the quintessential burnt sienna walls, wine bottles, 
chandeliers and sculptures. It’s casual dining well-suited 
to large groups in this tourist magnet serving the full 
galaxy of Italian dishes, with particular attention paid to 
the popular thin crust pizza prepared in plain view at one 
end of the restaurant. QOpen 10:00 - 23:30. (16-56zł). 
PTAXS

 Cherubino C-3, ul. Św. Tomasza 15, tel. 012 429 41 
47, www.cherubino.pl. Enjoy simple, seasonal Polish and 
Tuscan dishes cooked over a beech wood oven inside this 
long-standing favourite of Kraków foodies. The cool, open 
interior of blue lights and metallic sheens creates a twilight 
atmosphere enhanced by glowing candleabras. Romantics 
can retreat inside the handsome antique carriages which twin 
as dinner booths - a nod to the building’s history. The kids 
will dig it too and even get their own menu, demonstrating 
Cherubino’s successful blend of romance and charm enjoyed 
by all.QOpen 12:00 - 23:30, Sun 12:00 - 22:30. (19-65zł). 
TJAS

 Corleone C-4, ul. Poselska 19, tel. 012 429 51 
26, www.corleone.krakow.pl. Yellowing vaulted walls 
cluttered with pictures and wine bottles cast a warm 
glow on this effort, making it a welcome retreat from the 
hustle and bustle of the nearby tourist trail. The menu 
waltzes through the best of I talian cooking, with the lamb 
cutlets winning particular praise from this reviewer. Italian 
cuisine has exported effortlessly to Kraków, and this is 
one of the highlights. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (18-52zł). 
TAEXSW

 Da Pietro C-3, Rynek Główny 17, tel. 012 422 32 79, 
www.dapietro.pl. A dark network of rooms decorated with 
black and white pictures of Rome’s Colosseum, and tables 
laid with candles and silverware await you inside this cellar 
restaurant. Portions are enormous, and the spaghetti comes 
heaped with garlic, capers, olives and anchovies, and accom-
panied by a tray of bread and olive oil. QOpen 12:30 - 24:00. 
(36-68zł). PTAXSW

 Del Papa C-2, ul. Św. Tomasza 6, tel. 012 421 83 43, 
www.delpapa.pl. A smart effort specialising in, but is not lim-
ited to, pizza and pasta. It’s a young trendy venue and a great 
environment for an informal meal. We can recommend the 
shrimp. QOpen 11:30 - 23:00. (30-70zł). PTAEXS

www.inyourpocket.com

Polish food is famous for being simple, hearty and almost  
uniformly off-white in colour. You simply haven’t had a 
thorough sampling of it until you’ve tried all the traditional 
dishes below. Though most can be found at almost any 
Polish restaurant or bar mleczny in town, we’ve given 
you our picks of the litter, making your stomach a happy 
camper and keeping its contents intact. Smacznego!

Bigos
Traditionally a winter dish, bigos is a hearty stew made in 
large batches. Though there is no standard recipe, ingre-
dients usually include lots of fresh and pickled cabbage, 
leftover meat parts and sausage, onion, mushrooms, 
garlic and whatever else is on hand. In fact, metaphorically 
bigos translates to ‘big mess,’ ‘confusion’ or ‘trouble’ in 
Polish. Seasoned with peppercorns, bay leaves, caraway 
and the kitchen sink, the stew is left to gestate, sometimes 
underground, for a few days for full flavour infusion. A Polish 
restaurant or prospective wife can be fairly measured on 
the strength of their bigos; we’ve had the best at Miód Ma-
lina (p. 75), Polakowski (p. 78) and Kamil’s mom’s house.

Gołąbki
Translating to ‘little pigeons,’ this favourite dish consists 
of boiled cabbage leaves stuffed with beef, onion and rice 
before being baked and served in a tomato or mushroom 
sauce. Polish legend claims King Kazimierz fed his army 
gołąbki before a battle outside Malbork against the 
Teutonic Order, and their unlikely subsequent victory has 
been attributed to the hearty meal ever since. Bolster 
your own courage at Polakowski (p. 78) or try the creative 
veggie versions at Vega Bar (p. 79).

Golonka
Pork knuckle or hock, as in pig’s thigh, boiled, braised, or 
generally roasted and put before you on a plate. A true 
Polish delicacy, you’d be best served to buy it at a road-
side stand as you’re driving through the countryside, but 
there are two places in Kraków that have proven peerless 
when it comes to pork hocks: Kawaleria (p. 74) – where 
its served with pepper sauce, and Pod Wawelem (p. 77) 
where the servings slip right off the bone and are so impos-
sibly large we’d prefer not to know where they came from.

Kiełbasa
Sausages, and in Poland you’ll find several varieties 
made primarily with pork, but sometimes using turkey, 
horse, lamb and even bison. There are a few varieties 
to watch for including Krakowska, a Kraków specialty 
seasoned with pepper and garlic; kabanosy, a thin, dry 
sausage flavoured with caraway seed; and kaszanka, a 
blood sausage filled with groats and pig’s blood. These 
you’ll find in any delikatesy or butcher shop, but head to 
the Hala Targowa marketplace (E-4) anytime between 
nightfall and sunrise to get a taste of Kraków’s most 
famous sausage. Here, two old- timers have been serving 
kiełbasa out of a van, cooking it over a woodstoked grill, 
since time immemorial at this hallowed sidewalk stand.

Naleśniki
The Polish equivalent of French crepes, these are thin 
pancakes wrapped around pretty much any filling you can 
dream of, savoury or sweet. Generally the easy way out in 
any dodgy Polish dining establishment, Brzozowy Gaj (p. 72) 
succeeds in making them memorable, while Vega Bar (p. 79) 
has a unique Ukrainian interpretation which can’t be beat.

Krakowian Cuisine, A-O
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 Fabryka Pizzy (Pizza Factory) E-6, ul. Józefa 34, tel. 012 
433 80 80, www.fabrykapizzy.pl. Often rated as Kraków’s best 
pizza, Fabryka has expanded to a commanding four locations 
throughout the city since starting as a project of students at the 
Economic University some years ago. The secret isn’t the pleasant 
wooden and brick interiors or the slightly precious prices; clearly 
it’s in the ingredients and the list of premium toppings unheard 
of in other pizza joints, including feta, camembert, roquefort and 
traditional Polish mountain cheese, capers, mussels, crabmeat, 
beans and Tabasco (!!!) to name a few. The cherry on this sundae, 
however, is the arrival of extra marinara sauce with the pie - a mind-
blowing event for anyone now grown accustomed to the unilateral 
substitution of cheap, translucent ketchup for red sauce. If that’s 
not amore, well, we don’t know what is... Also at ul. Szewska 17 
(B-3), Sławkowska 3 (C-2) and Lubomirskiego 41 (J-2). QOpen 
12:00 - 23:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 - 24:00. (12-26zł). PTAXS

 Il Calzone D-4, ul. Starowiślna 15a, tel. 012 429 51 
41, www.ilcalzone.pl. The cornerstones of Italian cooking 
served inside an interior redolent of a basic neighbourhood 
trattoria. The pizza is good, but if you want to go beyond that 
then the grilled sirloin comes recommended, while the panna 
cotta makes for a good conclusion.QOpen 12:00 - 22:00, Fri, 
Sat 12:00 - 23:00. (15-44zł). PTAUXSW

 La Campana Trattoria C-4, ul. Kanonicza 7, tel. 012 430 
22 32, www.lacampana.pl. This new restaurant on picturesque 
Kanonicza street is worth visiting just to relax in the gorgeous ivy-green 
garden and cobbled patio: full of sunlight and singing birds, it may be 
the best dining environment in Kraków. From the same tried and true 
team behind Miód Malina and Wesele - two of our favourites (and the 
Michelin Guide agrees) - the small interior of unfinished wood and wine 
bottles shows their usual decorative knack and the pastas and risot-
tos are as good as you’d expect. Oh, and they’re preceded by a bowl 
of unshelled peanuts. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (16-49zł). TAGS

Pierogi
Doughy dumplings traditionally filled with potato (Ruskie), 
sweet cheese, meat, mushrooms and cabbage, strawberries 
or plums, though you will find plenty of maverick fillings like 
broccoli, chocolate or liver as the possibilities are truly limitless. 
The standards are served almost everywhere in the city; head 
to Zapiecek (p. 79) or Pierożki U Vincenta (p. 76) for impressive 
arrays of original options or head to U Babci Maliny (p. 74) for 
a baked (not boiled or steamed) pierogi served with a wooden 
fork on a plate made of bread.

Placki
These greasy, fried potato pancakes (‘placki ziemniaczane’) are 
very similar to Jewish latkes (if that means anything to you) and 
ideal for meatless winter days. Served with sauce or goulash on 
top, sometimes with fruit or simply with sour cream, you can’t 
go wrong with the stations of Plac  Nowy’s roundhouse (D-6; 
the longer the queue, the better the food), and Babci Maliny’s 
(p. 74) ‘placki po węgiersku’ is generally accepted as one of 
the most delicious and highly-caloric meals you’ll ever have 
anywhere in your life.

Smalec
Vegetarians who broke their vows for a bite of sausage 
or a taste of żurek generally draw the line here. An animal 
fat spread full of fried lard chunks (the more the better, we 
say) and served with hunks of homemade bread, smalec 
is a savoury snack that goes great with a mug of beer. Any 
Polish restaurant worth its salt should give you lashings of 
this prior to your meal; try Pod Baranem (p. 76) or Polskie 
Jadło Folwark (p. 78).

Soup
Poland has three signature soups: barszcz, żurek and flaczki. 
A nourishing beetroot soup, barszcz may be served with pota-
toes and veggies tossed in, with a crokiet or peirogi floating 
in it, or simply as broth in a mug expressly for drinking. A 
recommended alternative to other beverages with any winter 
meal, we’d be surprised if you can find a bad cup of barszcz 
anywhere in Kraków. It doesn’t get any more Polish than 
żurek – a unique sour rye soup with sausage, potatoes and 
sometimes egg chucked in. Our vote goes to Od Zmierzchu 
Do Świtu’s (p. 75) ‘żurek z jajkiem’ as the best in town (an 
accolade not to be underestimated), but you also can’t beat 
U Babci Maliny’s (p. 74) batch eaten out of a breadbowl. If 
you’re of strong constitution and feeling truly adventurous, 
spring for flaczki – beef tripe soup enriched with veggies, 
herbs and spices. A hearty standby in most kitchens, we 
personally save the pleasure for compromising situations 
involving mother-in-laws, but you can take your chances at 
Chłopskie Jadło (p. 72).

Zapiekanka
The ultimate Polish drunk food. Order one at any train 
station in PL and you’ll get a stale baguette cut in half, 
covered with mushrooms and cheese, thrown in a toaster 
oven and squirted with ketchup. Underwhelming to say the 
least. However  the vendors of Kazimierz’s Plac Nowy (D-6) 
have made a true art out of the ‘Polish pizza.’ With endless 
embellishments and add-ons (including salami, spinach, 
smoked cheese, chicken, pickles, pineapple, feta – you 
name it), garlic sauce and chives have essentially become 
standard procedure at this point. Because of their popu-
larity you’ll witness ridiculous lines at the various windows 
around the Roundhouse, but the wait is worth it. At 6/7zł it’s 
a great value and will sustain you through a night of heavy 
drinking. To leave town without having tried a Plac Nowy 
zapiekanka would be felonious at best, as would settling 
for one anywhere else in Kraków.

Krakowian Cuisine, P-Z

 Chimera Salad Bar B-3, ul. Św. Anny 3, tel. 012 
292 12 12, www.chimera.com.pl. Overflowing with 
ambiance - both in the cellar and courtyard - this is one of 
Kraków’s most pleasant dining environments; unfortunate-
ly it tends to overshadow the food a bit. Choose between 
four or six portions, say ‘prosze’ and point at your pick of 
the mayo-based salads, quiche, stuffed peppers and other 
options. In winter, paupers can pinch roasted potatoes from 
the fireplace free of charge - few things are better. QOpen 
10:00 - 23:00. (12-24zł). TAEGSW

 Dookoła Świata B-3, ul. Szewska 16, tel. 012 422 
42 51. For foreigners, it doesn’t get much easier than this 
cheap buffet: ask for a big or small plate and point to what 
you want. The food - pierogi, potatoes, pizza, veggies - is 
mostly fried and not particularly amazing, but the portions 
are liberally packed on. Perhaps the best route is through 
the separate and stellar salad bar; unfortunately you can’t 
mix the two. QOpen 10:00 - 22:00. (12-27zł). PXS

 Pod Osłoną Nieba (Beneath the Sheltering 
Sky) C-4, ul. Grodzka 26, tel. 012 422 52 27. Com-
monly known as the best kebab in Kraków and as such 
you’ll find the prices keep creeping up thanks to the 
ever-present queue by the outside hatch. Civilized sorts 
will choose to do their dining inside, in which case there’s 
two counters to choose from - one serving kebabs, the 
other dishing out set meals that consist of a strip of 
meat and a pile of cabbage, pizza or pasta. QOpen 
09:00 - 23:00, Thu, Fri, Sat 09:00 - 04:00. (16-42zł). 
PTAEXSW

Quick Eats
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 Santo Stefano B-2, Pl. Szczepański 2, tel. 012 422 61 
54, www.santostefano.pl. This spot has been kitted out to 
look like an Italian piazza, and comes complete with cobbled 
floors, a fountain and a moped propped up in the middle; 
even the walls have been painted to resemble storefronts 
from the region. The menu rounds the bases with soups and 
salads, pasta, pizza, fish and meat dishes, highlighted by a 
hefty Tuscan T-bone steak.QOpen 09:00 - 23:00. (18-80zł). 
PTAGS

 Studnia Życzeń (The Wishing well) D-6, Pl. 
Nowy 6, tel. 012 429 53 37. Superior I talian served in 
a rather bare setting, where creaking wooden floors are 
the order of the day. The food is better than the Kraków 
average Italian, with the gnocchi the pick of the lunchtime 
menu. With good views of the busy if less than salubrious 
square the tables by the open windows are rarely free: 
reserve if you want one. QOpen 10:00 - 24:00. (13-30zł). 
PAUXS

 Trattoria La Famiglia C-3, ul. Bracka 6, tel. 012 433 
97 70. The sinking feeling starts the moment you enter. 
Tablecloths bare the scars of previous diners while the rustic 
decorations look liable to fall apart at the slightest touch from 
a speculative klepto. It’s a sloppy effort from start to finish 
with scant regard for attention to detail; staff should only be 
allowed pierced heads if they work in a hot dog van or hostel. 
The food rounds off this disaster nicely; measly portions of 
gristly meat, which on our visit came accompanied by an 
eyelash. Turkish prisons are better. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. 
(28-49zł). PTAXS

 Trzy Papryczki C-4, ul. Poselska 17, tel. 012 292 55 
32, www.trzypapryczki.krakow.pl. This delicious venture 
wins our gold gong for Kraków’s best pizza, a sentiment 
shared by pretty much anyone who’s come into contact 
with this place. Either do your dining in their knockout back 
garden, or take to a dusky lit dining room complete with 
log fire and wall frescoes. The pizza here can get seriously 
experimental with choices including roast turkey, almonds 
and avocado, and the chef also extends his repertoire to 
cover numerous Italian dishes. QOpen 11:00 - 23:00. 
(16-29zł). TAS

 Vesuvio C-2, ul. Floriańska 38, tel. 012 422 35 55, 
www.vesuvio-krakow.com. Found in Hotel Floryan’s cellar 
Vesuvio is a sure candidate for Kraków’s best pizza. Cooked 
over a wood fire, pizzas here come with a grand choice of 
toppings and presented by good looking staffers who aren’t 
shy with their smiles. QOpen 11:00 - 23:00. (16-85zł). 
PTAXSW

 Vinci J-3, ul. Szeroka 10, tel. 012 423 08 74, 
www.vinci-krakow.pl. A new I talian offering from the 
proprietors of Por tofino, Vinci’s Tuscan orange colour 
palet te and terrace seating is well-at tuned to sun-
shine. Brightened by coloured tiles behind the bar, the 
interior’s wooden floors, majestic lanterns and decora-
tive ceiling with wooden framing create a comfor table 
rustic elegance. While the menu won’t bowl you over, i t 
is reassuringly devoid of pizza, giving more credence 
to the classic and delicious creamy pasta dishes. Fine 
food at a fair price. QOpen 11:00 - 23:00. (18-46zł). 
TAUIXSW

 La Strada C-6, ul. Stradomska 13, tel. 012 431 12 72, 
www.lastrada.pl. Tiled floors and shelves crowded with 
ceramics provide an informal, trattoria-style atmosphere 
to this affordable restaurant. By no means a must visit, but 
a decent enough option if you need to get out of the rain. 
QOpen 12:00 - 22:00. (29-46zł). TAXSW

 Leonardo D-3, ul. Szpitalna 20-22, tel. 012 429 68 
50, www.leonardo.com.pl. A series of dining rooms, 
including one filled with Da Vinci’s scientific sketches, and 
another crammed with hams hanging from the ceiling and 
jars of pickles; evoking a provincial kitchen atmosphere. Us-
ing hand-picked ingredients the kitchen staff create some 
of the best meals in the region, including a superb deer 
served in juniper and gin. QOpen 11:00 - 23:00. (21-79zł). 
PTAUXSW

 Mamma Mia B-2, ul. Karmelicka 14, tel. 012 430 04 
92, www.mammamia.net.pl. Find Kraków’s best pizza 
dispatched from a traditional wood-fired oven and the choice 
of numerous other Italian standards prove Mamma Mia is 
more than a one trick pony. The interior - clever lighting and 
exposed bricks - makes a cool backdrop for casual dining, and 
their army of regulars are testament to Mamma Mia’s growing 
reputation, even luring them in for breakfast (served 7:00-
12:00) with sandwiches and donuts.QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. 
(13-41zł). PTAUGSW

 Nuova Cosa Nostra E-6, ul. Dajwór 25, tel. 012 
429 00 97, www.cosanostra.krakow.pl. Naming a 
restaurant in honour of a crime syndicate responsible 
for common terror seems a little odd. Still the mafia are 
always a good gimmick, and it’s certainly a better idea than 
launching a restaurant with an Idi Amin theme. Located on 
a less travelled corner of Kazimierz this restaurant features 
exposed brick walls, rough plastering and an informal trat-
toria ambiance perfect for planning the messy demise of 
sworn enemies. On the menu everything from simple pizzas 
to more complicated main courses with wine suggestions 
added thoughtfully below. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (12-
150zł). TAUXSW

 Pepe Rosso E-6, ul. Kupa 15, tel. 012 431 08 75, www.
peperosso.pl. Two floors to this restaurant - upstairs it’s a 
crisp whitewashed dining room, and one closed to those with 
a smoking habit. Instead smokers find themselves directed 
downstairs, into a charming stone cellar that would be even 
better if they switched some music on. Everything on the 
menu looks good, and you won’t be disappointed by the beef 
fillet; cooked exactly to your orders. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. 
(30-66zł). PTAXSW

 Pod Amorem (Under Cupid) C-2, ul. Św. Tomasza 7. 
Aside from the obscenely dangerous step that leads to the 
toilet this is a delightful find specializing in pizza that comes 
cooked in front of your eyes. Timber beams and candles 
recreate the atmosphere of a country kitchen while budget 
prices keep it brimming with giggling teenage girls and first 
daters. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (15-23zł). S

 Portofino E-6, ul. Wąska 2, tel. 012 431 05 37, www.
portofino.pl. Italian food at a decent price served (in season) 
on a fine little terrace in Kazimierz. With no pizzas clogging 
up the menu you can expect good pasta and some wonder-
fully tossed salads: the caprese, made with good quality 
mozzarella and freshly crushed basil was a delight. Inside it’s 
all round tables and things get a bit more formal. One gripe 
is the service, not always prompt when the place is busy. 
QOpen 10:00 - 23:00, Fri, Sat 10:00 - 24:00. (21-59zł). 
TAUIXSW

www.inyourpocket.com
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leads to an intimate brick downstairs dining area where each 
table occupies its own room. Taking itself a bit too seriously 
to explain some of the kitschy decor touches, the extensive 
menu of Korean and Japanese dishes and expensive sushi 
sets also includes condescending directions on how to 
eat your food. However all is forgiven when it arrives, with 
eyebrow-raising prices justified by the spot-on results. Pre-
mium indeed. QOpen 12:00 - 22:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 - 23:00, 
Sun 12:00 - 21:00. (20-60zł). PTAXS

 Horai D-7, Pl. Wolnica 9, tel. 012 430 03 58, www.
horairestaurant.pl. A veritable veteran of the sushi scene 
at this point, Horai had a significant hand in turning Plac 
Wolnica over from a culinary no-mans-land to a stable of 
respectable restaurants. An enticing menu with broad ap-
peal covers Japanese and Thai cuisine with an extensive 
selection of sushi sets, curries and grill offerings inside an 
appealling interior of rice-paper partitions, origami hijinks 
and enormous illuminated panoramas of Tokyo in the back 
room. One of the most affordable meals of its kind in town 
and still one of the best.QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (17-146zł). 
PTAXSW

 Miyako Sushi C-3, Rynek Główny 19, tel. 012 429 
52 99, www.miyakosushi.pl. With three locations now 
in Kraków, there’s a bit of disparity permeating the Miyako 
experience. This, their most high-profile and seemingly flag-
ship locale leaves more to be desired with a clinically DOA 
decór compared to the far superior Galeria Krakowska space 
and new offering on Poselska. A standard range of sushis at 
each takes a backseat to the sashimi sets: an investment 
of 55 zloty buys you a bargain 25 cuts of raw fish, though 
the pride of place comes reserved for the gyututaki - strips 
of raw beef marinated in vinegar. Also at ul. Pawia 5 (D-1, 
Galeria Krakowska, open 09:00-22:00, Sat 10:00-21:00) 
and ul. Poselska 22 (C-4, same hours).QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. 
(21-56zł). TASW

 Musso Sushi A-4, ul. Zwierzyniecka 23, tel. 0 500 117 
915, www.mussosushi.pl. The 4-year progression of an 
Eastern Europe tourist market seems to go something like 
this: Year one the city receives the moniker ‘The New Prague,’ 
year two a jillion hostels open, year three a jillion clubs open, 
and year four - where Kraków currently finds itself - it’s all 
sushi restaurants. Musso sushi seems to benefit from those 
who came before by not having to try so hard. The menu is 
more simple and straight-forward and here the chefs (shaved-
head Polish men that they are) are actually brave enough to 
prepare your food right in front of you on the other side of the 
long dark wooden bar which can seat about 30 people on its 
three sides. They do a commendable job and we actually find 
eating here to be more of a joy than an exercise in pretension. 
QOpen 12:00 - 24:00. (30-50zl). PAGSW

 Sakura Sushiya E-6, ul. Dajwór 2a, tel. 012 422 14 53, 
www.sakurasushiya.com. If you’re a sucker for sushi you’ll 
have no difficulty making yourself broke at Sakura, particularly 
with a menu that requires multiple visits to even breach the 
surface of all on offer. Split into two halves - Japanese and 
Thai - the impressive card offers a vast range of soups, cur-
ries, sushi and sashimi sets and even goes so far as crocodile 
steak (58zł). Another large menu is devoted to drinks ranging 
from Chinese and Japanese teas, world wines and various 
sakes served at various temperatures. If ordering seafood 
get ready to digest some strange urchins, some of which may 
now be extinct; meanwhile our salmon steak in panang curry 
sauce (27zł) was outstanding. The typically sparse modern 
interior isn’t as impressive as the presentation of the food 
itself which earns high marks for both taste and aesthetics. 
QOpen 13:00 - 22:30. (20-60zł). PAGBSW

 Sushi Bar Sakana C-2, ul. Świętego Jana 8, tel. 012 
429 30 86, www.sakana.pl. Sushi authorities who’ve found 
themselves journeying around Poland will already be familiar 
with the Sakana brand. With outlets in Poznań, Wrocław 
and Warsaw, opening in Kraków was always the next step, 
and the team at Sakana have recreated exactly what you’ll 
find in their sister restaurants; excellent fresh sushi served 
up in a bamboo clad interior decorated sparingly with rice 
paper panels and lanterns. Enjoy a cleansing miso soup, or 
opt for expertly prepared sets of Californian maki made by 
staff clearly schooled in the delicate art of Japanese culinary 
mastery. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00, Sun 13:00 - 22:00. (30-60zł). 
PTAUGSW

 Youmiko Sushi Bar B-2, ul. Szczepańska 7, tel. 012 
421 26 99, www.youmiko-sushi.pl. Kraków’s newest 
sushi stop, and already punching for the title of Kraków’s 
best. Ornamented with shining red discs on the pristine walls 
this goes beyond the standard oriental décor, and there’s 
absolutely no faulting the sushi - prepared in front of your 
eyes by experts. Both venue and menu are tiny, serving to 
prove that theory about small packages. QOpen 12:00 
- 21:00, Thu, Fri, Sat 12:00 - 22:00, Sun 13:00 - 21:00. 
(20-63zł). TAGSW

 Zen Restaurant & Sushi Bar D-3, ul. Św. Tomasza 29, 
tel. 012 426 55 55, www.zensushi.pl. The sushi boom 
that seems to have consumed Warsaw is in full stride here 
in Kraków as well. Zen outdoes much of the competition by 
hitting the authentic Japanese interior dead on with a first 
floor sushi canal arrangement where customers can snare 
different servings as they float by; dishes are colour-coded 
by cost so you can keep vague tabs on your inflating tab. On 
the more formal second floor, dine ala carte on traditional 
floor mats. The menu makes an ironic effort not to pander to 
purists, but rather create an amalgam of European and Asian 
ingredients and flavours with dishes like sake-marinated beef 
or duck marinated in orange and cinnamon served with teriyaki 
sauce.QOpen 12:00 - 24:00. (40-300zł). PTAGSW

Jewish
 Alef C-6, ul. Św. Agnieszki 5 (Alef Hotel), tel. 012 424 
31 31, www.alef.pl. The Alef restaurant have shifted 
from their traditional Kazimierz base, opening instead on 
the ground floor of their second venture on Agnieszki - not 
necessarily a bad thing considering the knackered look the 
old venue was starting to assume. This one is less claustro-
phobic, the greenish dining room decorated with the requisite 
gramophones and heirlooms, as well as the usual klezmer 
band stalking between tables. The food is standard, noth-
ing better than anything else you’d find in Kraków. QOpen 
13:00 - 21:00. (18-49zł). PASW

Japanese
 Edo Sushi D-6, ul. Bożego Ciała 3, tel. 012 422 24 24, 
www.edosushi.pl. Kraków’s first Japanese restaurant can 
now sit back and look at what their success and excellence 
has wrought upon a restaurant market rapidly approaching 
Warsaw’s level of sushi super-saturation. Edo still stands as 
one of the best with a huge menu inside a calm environment 
filled with recorded bird songs and rice-paper panels. Check 
out the private room; a traditional shoes off experience. 
QOpen 12:00 - 22:00, Thu, Fri, Sat 12:00 - 23:00. (29-54zł). 
PAGSW

 Genji Premium Sushi D-5, ul. Dietla 55, tel. 012 429 
59 59, www.genji.pl. While virtually unheard of in Kraków 
a few years ago, Genji is the latest in a line of raw fish flayers 
to come to town, and the high quality food (prepared by real 
live Japanese sushi chefs!) makes an instant argument for 
itself as the cream of the local crop. An upstairs sushi bar 

ul.Dietla 55, 31-054 Kraków
tel. 012 429 59 59, fax. 012 429 43 24

www.genji.pl, sushi@genji.pl
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 Pimiento E-6, ul. Józefa 26, tel. 012 421 25 02, www.
pimiento.pl. Behind the gloss and sheen of Pimiento, this 
place is about meat and little more; big unapologetic hunks of it. 
Boasting of the best steaks in town, Pimiento gets all their meat 
straight from Argentina, so if you’ve had one too many Polish 
cutlets and want a proper steak, head here. Prices appear steep 
until you remember how much a good steak costs wherever you 
last had one, and a selection of South American wines wash it 
down. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (25-96zł). PTAXSW

Mediterranean
 Bistro Marago B-3, ul. Podwale 2, tel. 012 429 40 06, 
www.maragobistro.com. Bright and breezy hoch-basement 
bistro on Podwale, across the road from Planty Park. The 
menu is vaguely Mediterranean, though it has a few Polish 
touches (such as six types of pierogi), and some of the wines 
come from as far away as Chile. Good staff and a friendly vibe 
is given off by the local after work crowd that seems to use 
the place as a dining room. Well worth your time. QOpen 
10:00 - 21:00. (13-25zł). TAXSW

 Il Fresco H-4, ul. Flisacka 3 (Art Hotel Niebieski), tel. 
012 431 18 58, www.ilfresco.krakow.pl. The showpiece 
restaurant of the Hotel Niebieski, though worth exploration 
even if you’re not lodging upstairs. Find inventive Mediter-
ranean dishes artistically presented, and served in a back-
ground that frequently resounds to the sound of live music. 
QOpen 12:00 - 22:00. (32-49zł). PTAIXSW

places to offer kosher food in Krakow, though i f you 
want to order any thing other than breakfast (07:00 
- 10:00) diners are required to phone in advance, se-
lect the meal of their choice and then pay wi th ei ther 
credi t card or Euro. QOpen 07:00 - 21:00. (25-50z ł). 
TAUGSW

 Klezmer Hois E-6, ul. Szeroka 6, tel. 012 411 12 
45, www.klezmer.pl. Late 19th century décor and a 
jumble of rugs and paintings; the interior of Klezmer Hois 
follows the Kazimierz code for interior design but i t’s the 
strong menu that keeps the staff busy and the restaurant 
packed. We recommend the chicken in honey and ginger. 
Each night stirring music recitals keep the crowds amused 
and the wine flowing. QOpen 09:00 - 21:30. (17-47zł). 
TAEXS

Latin American
 Manzana D-6, ul. Miodowa 11, tel. 012 422 22 77, 
www.manzana.com.pl. This time we were happy to eat 
our own words for dinner. On a return trip to Manzana, 
there was narry a ni t to pick: the food was excellent 
and we can hear til y recommend the salmon, which 
not only looked, but tasted exquisite. Manzana’s ‘New 
Latin’ concept consists of meat and fish dishes along-
side reinvented classics (the massive burri tos can be 
prepared a number of ways) served in a chic interior of 
dark, glossy colours, an open kitchen and low-level Latin 
music. Though the prices aim a bit high, the service and 
atmosphere are comfortably relaxed, making Manzana 
the kind of place you’d want to frequent often. Tuesdays 
are obvious enough, with two tacos and a beer for only 
15zł. Beat that, pinata. QOpen 07:30 - 23:00, Sun 07:30 
- 22:00. (19-49zł). AXS

 Mezze C-3, ul. Tomasza 28, tel. 012 422 53 23, 
w w w.mezze.pl. No Tuscany trat toria (Kraków has 
plenty of those), Mezze is East Medi t teranean wi th 
dishes from the Levant region - namely Greece, Turkey, 
Cyprus, Israel and Lebanon or thereabouts. Taking i ts 
name from the region’s tapas-like appetisers, here 
guests choose the extent of their dining experience. 
While the dark blue and whi te in terior of wooden, 
wicker and t i l e tex tures creates an appropria tel y 
arid-seeming environment, you can’t help but feel the 
brief menu doesn’t go far enough, par ticularl y wi th so 
much geographical ground to cover. Much of the food 
is disappointingly ordinary, a point sadly punctuated 
by the mezze platter. The biggest standout may be 
the cur v y cu tler y, which we were more tempted to 
take home than our lef tovers. QOpen 12:00 - 24:00. 
(20-55zł). PTAEXSW

 Paroles Paroles D-7, Pl. Wolnica 4, tel. 012 423 
24 24, w w w.paroles.pl. Blonde wood tables and 
stools, a long L-shaped bar and walls made of broken 
stones held in place by metal cages make up the sur-
prising black and creme textured interior of Paroles, 
which more resembles a modern sushi place than the 
sunny Medi terranean seaside, but succeeds in being 
refreshingl y simple and stylish (even the barman’s 
bicced head seems like i t could be a deliberate par t of 
the minimal decor). A concise menu of meat, seafood, 
salads and pasta dishes includes creme of asparagus 
soup and the chef’s special spaghetti carbonara. A fine 
addi tion to Kazimierz, we’ll see i f Paroles can break out 
of the shallows of Plac Wolnica’s lef t bank. QOpen 
11:00 - 22:00, Thu, Fri, Sat 11:00 - 23:00. (21-59zł). 
PTAUXSW

www.inyourpocket.com

Sushi Bar SAKANA

ul. Św. Jana 8, 31-016 Kraków 

tel. 012 429 30 86

www.sakana.pl

Catering: 012 422 21 23

 012 422 21 24

Open: Mon-Sat 12:00-23:00

Sun: 13:00-22:00

 Ariel E-6, ul. Szeroka 17-18, tel. 012 421 79 
20, www.ariel-krakow.pl. You’ll hear mixed repor ts 
emanating from Ariel, and while our turkey steak was 
li ttle better than disappointing we’ve met more than a 
number of people extolling the vir tues of Ariel’s varied 
Jewish cuisine. The setting is typical of the district, 
with antiques and heirlooms alluding to the Kazimierz of 
yesteryear, and a set of rooms decorated in a charmingly 
cluttered style. The live music is a popular draw, though 
you may appreciate i t less when you learn you are being 
charged to listen to i t. QOpen 10:00 - 23:00. (15-65zł). 
PTAIEXS

 Arka Noego E-6, ul. Szeroka 2, tel. 012 429 15 28, 
www.arka-noego.pl. Big portions, good food and low 
prices. Many mains are served family-style, and the drinks 
list runs from Israeli wine to kosher beer and vodka. Intrigu-
ingly Noah’s Ark boasts that you can hear live music every 
day from ‘almost at 20:30.’ Expect a compulsory surcharge 
of 20zł for the pleasure of listening. QOpen 10:30 - 24:00. 
(24-39zł). TAES

 Dawno Temu Na Kazimierzu (Long Ago in Ka-
zimierz) E-6, ul. Szeroka 1, tel. 012 421 21 17. From 
the outside this venue is disguised to look like a row of early 
century trade shops and is decorated with awnings relating 
to the area’s Jewish heritage. Things are no less colourful on 
the inside with mannequins, sewing machines and carpen-
ters’ work surfaces adorning the interiors. A great attempt 
at capturing the Kazimierz spirit, and a must visit for those 
tracing the district’s past. QOpen 10:00 - 23:00. (18-34zł). 
AUXSW

 Eden E-6, ul. Ciemna 15, tel. 012 430 65 65, 
w w w.hoteleden.pl.  On e of  th e surpr is in g l y  few 
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 Sempre Bracka C-3, ul. Bracka 3-5 (first floor), tel. 0 696 
85 84 64, www.sempre.bracka.pl. This new first floor Mediter-
ranean venture with windows overlooking ul. Bracka also has wall-
size black and white photos of that very same scene if you can’t 
get a look at it from your seat. Sempre Bracka doesn’t do anything 
especially revolutionary with its menu of creamy pastas and meat 
dishes, but the bargain lunch card is a great way to make a cursory 
inspection of what’s on offer. The smart, modern interior of creamy 
walls, frilly lamps and red loveseats can also be rented out for private 
functions, which is precisely what was taking place when we visited.
QOpen 12:00 - 22:00. (20-60zł). PTAXSW

 Warsztat (The Workshop) E-6, ul. Izaaka 3, tel. 012 
430 14 51. This little cafe/restaurant pretty much represents 
everything we love about Kazimierz: a charmingly kooky, casual 
atmosphere of effortless originality created by candlelight and 
a clutter of battered musical instruments. The food - risottos, 
pasta, salads, pizza and more - is generous in portioning 
and rich in flavour without any notion that your wallet will be, 
making Warsztat an excellent detour from the day’s agenda. 
Recommended.QOpen 10:00 - 24:00. (17-39zł). AXSW

Mexican
 Burrito Buffet J-1, ul. Warszawska 20, tel. 012 633 04 
09, www.burritobuffet.com.pl. Waging a battle for Krakow-
ian burrito supremacy against Papaburrito, Burrito Buffet’s 
fortified position on the north side of town is constantly under 
siege by empty-stomached students. Serving quesadillas and 
wraps the size of a beer stein, get yours loaded with chicken, 
pork, beef, fish, shrimp, or beans and cheese in addition to the 
assortment of fresh veggies and sauces standard with each. 
No pickles or cabbage in sight, instead enjoy genuine Mexican 
fillings like refried beans, jalopenos, guacamole and hot sauce 
that’s...wow, hot. It beats the carrots out of a Krakowian kebab 
and for only a few złoty more. Unfortunately it’s fast-food with 
a ten minute wait time, so order ahead to avoid becoming 
another starving stool pigeon in the tableless interior.QOpen 
10:00 - 21:00, Sat, Sun 11:00 - 21:00. (9-15zł). AGS

 Papaburrito D-6, ul. Podbrzezie 2, tel. 012 431 19 42, 
www.papaburrito.com. With Bagelmama donning some 
new threads on nearby ul. Dajwór, their old space has gone 
under the new moniker of Papaburrito, denoting their dedica-
tion to the Tex-Mex facets of the former menu. You can still 
pop in for a fresh bagel with cream cheese, but the liberally 
stuffed burritos, wraps and chilli are just as rarified a treat to 
find in this town, not to mention more of a meal. One of the 
few places where you can satisfy your weekly guacamole fix, a 
tiny interior with few tables means you may want your takings 
to go.QOpen 10:00 - 19:00. Closed Mon. (7-16zł). GS

 Taco Mexicano Cuatro Elementos C-3, Rynek Główny 
19, tel. 012 429 52 99, www.cuatroelementos.pl. You put 
your life in your hands when eating ethnic food in Kraków, but 
Taco Mexicano is certainly acceptable, if not inspirational. The 
stone cellar interiors are neat and tastefully decorated with 
cacti while sad Mexican ballads generate an air of romance 
- we had our heart melted by a Bambi-eyed waitress. We 
opted for the Taco Chiuhahua, which came with the intriguing 
addition of the chef’s ‘secret sauce’. Alas, this proved to be 
a tame mushroom affair, while the accompanying tortilla was 
clearly not fresh. Thank God for the jalapeno sauce; it comes 
with the bite of a feral animal and leaves your guts shooting 
fireworks - exactly what we like. QOpen 12:00 - 23:30, Thu, 
Fri, Sat 12:00 - 24:00. (12-40zł). PTAXSW

 Taco Mexicano El Pueblo C-4, ul. Poselska 20, tel. 012 
421 54 41, www.elpueblo.pl. This perpetually packed veteran 
restaurant is one of the most popular in Kraków and it’s a damn 

shame. Meals are preceded by peanuts (not tortilla chips and 
salsa), the margaritas are strong but shallow, the spicy sauce 
is shockingly mild, there’s not a black bean in sight and meals 
come buried beneath two sides of pickled cabbage. The cheerful 
Mexican cantina interior is the primary highlight and we can only 
guess that it’s the novel and disorienting dissimilarity between 
Polish and Mexican cuisine that continues to make El Pueblo the 
coveted choice of every local couple out on a cheap date. QOpen 
12:00 - 23:30, Fri, Sat 12:00 - 24:00. (20-38zł). PTAXS

Polish
 Arenda Café Restaurant D-6, ul. Nowa 3a, tel. 012 430 
15 47, www.restauracja-arenda.pl. This upscale locale off 
Plac Nowy has redressed the menu for a new lease on life. 
Still present are the poshly-priced pierogi, now supplemented 
with a retinue of sturdy Polish and European dishes, including 
a spicy carrot creme soup with shrimp (9zł), which is a great 
segway into any supper, be it veal cutlets with thyme sauce or 
Jewish pierogi with a butter blend topping. Taking a nod from 
the neighbourhood, Arenda also includes a cafe where you 
can lift a glass to their longevity without lifting a fork.QOpen 
12:00 - 23:00, Sun 12:00 - 22:00. (25-50zł). PTAGSW

 Awiw E-6, ul. Szeroka 13, tel. 0 508 11 95 74, www.awiw.
pl. Beetroot soup never tasted so good as it does at Awiw, 
accompanied with tasty croquette potatoes. Twenty different 
kinds of pierogi are also on hand for those tired of potato and 
cheese standbys. Given Szeroka’s not unfounded reputation 
as a growing tourist trap you could do worse than at this place, 
where though overall the food does not win prizes for originality 
it will not cost you a fortune either. Though tables out front are 
permanently occupied, there are more in the patio at the back. 
QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (20-50zł). TARIXS

 Bar Grodzki C-4, ul. Grodzka 47, tel. 012 422 68 07, 
www.grodzkibar.zaprasza.net. Experience the days of 
commie Poland in this delicious blast from the past. Find 
everyone from tramps to war veterans tucking into the cheap-
est food you’re ever liable to stumble on. Dine on boiling hot 
plates of traditional Polish goo and cabbage amid an interior 
reminiscent of a young offenders unit. Downstairs take your 
food in a typically atmospheric Krakowian cellar. QOpen 
09:00 - 19:00, Sun 10:00 - 19:00. (6-17zł). GS

 Bar Smak B-2, ul. Karmelicka 10, tel. 012 431 21 49. 
Brilliant. Not at the top of anyone’s list for a night of fine dining, 
that is not the point of Bar Smak. Instead this is a local place for 
local people who cram around the wooden tables to eat huge 
portions of well-loved standards, from cheap pierogi to excellent 
biogs to great big golonka. Order from the board or ask for an 
English menu. Set meals of soup, a side, potatoes and a main 
go for 15zł, meaning you can eat like a Polish king for peanuts. 
Open late and we love it. QOpen 11:00 - 22:00. (15-20zł). S

NEW

 Biała Róża I-3, ul. Straszewskiego 16, tel. 012 421 51 
90, www.restauracjabialaroza.pl. While many of Kraków’s 
finer restaurants emphasize everything that is medieval about 
traditional Polish food, Biała Róża has no difficulty demonstrating 
it as entirely contemporary and (gasp) European. Well-presented, 
outstanding fish and meat dishes (our ‘pork sirloins coated with 
bacon, walnuts and basil with rokpol sauce’ (36zł) were delicious) 
betray the prices, and the pre-meal cabbage pastry - while an 
apt introduction to Polish culinary invention - does a disservice to 
what’s to come. Popular with older holidaymakers staying at the 
next door Radisson, Biała Róża offers fine service and fine dining 
in a spacious off-white interior of gold columns and understated 
swirl patterns with a fireplace and frosty chandeliers. QOpen 
11:00 - 23:00. (18-48zł). PTAUIXSW

Restaurant Farinella is famous for 
quality home cooking. We invite you to 
join us for breakfast, lunch or supper. 

Our exclusive menu offers fresh 
homemade pastas, dumplings, and 

tel. +48 12 422 21 21

Open: 9:00 - 22:00

Arenda Café Restaurant
Ul. Nowa 3A, Kraków, Kazimierz

tel. +48 12 430 15 47
www.restauracja-arenda.pl 

Exclusive to our place: 
Jaworek vineyards 

Riesling 2008.

ul. Straszewskiego 16, 31-101 Kraków
tel. 012 421 51 90

biuro@restauracjabialaroza.pl
www.restauracjabialaroza.pl
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 Bohema B-3, ul. Gołębia 2, tel. 012 430 26 83, www.
bohema.cracow.pl. Great pierogi are served in this bizarre 
little Polish place, where two oversized paintings of medieval 
knights greet you upon entering. Take the raised table 
and feast on both the pierogi and the beetroot soup, an 
unexpected delight served with great ravioli. QOpen 12:00 
- 22:00. (25-45zł). PTAXS

 Brzozowy Gaj J-3, ul. Brzozowa 18, tel. 012 292 33 17, 
www.brzozowygaj.pl. Decorated in the log-cutters style this 
venue is a preview shot of Zakopane life - here it’s all chunky 
tables and ceramic trinkets bought from the dodgy tourist stalls 
you’d usually avoid. The menu is meat heavy, and you can expect 
anything that ever lived on a farm to be hacked up and presented 
before you.QOpen 11:00 - 23:00. (17-99zł). PTAIXS

 Chimera B-3, ul. Św. Anny 3, tel. 012 292 12 12, www.
chimera.com.pl. A real old-timer this one, complete with the 
expected cellar setting and a menu that doesn’t come cheap. 
You’ll be parting with around 50 złoty for each main course, 
most of which seem to revolve around geese, pigs, rabbits, 
cows and other abbatoir offerings. For something cheaper hit 
their beautiful budget salad bar next door. QOpen 12:00 - 
23:00. (30-55zł). TAXSW

 Chłopskie Jadło C-3, ul. Św. Jana 3, tel. 012 429 51 
57, www.chlopskiejadlo.pl. A usually reliable romp through 
the glories of Polish country cooking. The menu is a labyrinth 
of peasant dishes, with a vast choice of what nomrally 
amounts to enormous helpings of meat and potatoes, and 
complimentary lard to start your meal. Bright blue interiors 
come decorated with jars and pickles and strings of sau-
sages, and staff are kitted out like saucy country wenches. 
Also on ul. Św. Agnieszki 1, C-6, (Open 12:00-22:00, Fri, Sat 
12:00-23:00, Sun 12:00-22:00.)QOpen 12:00 - 22:00, Fri, 
Sat 12:00 - 23:00. (13-49zł). PTAXS

 C.K. Browar (H.M. Brewery) B-2, ul. Podwale 6-7, 
tel. 012 429 25 05, www.ckbrowar.krakow.pl. A huge 
and rowdy cellar complex with a restaurant, bar and disco in 
three seperate sections. The food is pretty tasty, well priced 
and Austrian-inspired. Their home-brewed beers come by the 
glass or in tall pipes: a private tap on your table. QOpen 12:00 
- 24:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 - 01:00. (13-40zł). PAXSW

 C.K. Dezerter (H.M. Deserters) C-3, ul. Bracka 6, tel. 
012 422 79 31, www.ckdezerter.pl. Yellowing pictures of 
soldiers posing in trenches and a collection of 19th century 
clocks decorate this rustic-styled restaurant. Food has influ-
ences from around Central Europe with big helpings of steaks, 
pork, chicken and other farm animals. The Slovak cheese 
soup is a good starter, the pork in brown sauce a decent 
follow-up. While you won’t regret your visit you probably won’t 
be making plans for a return. QOpen 09:00 - 23:00, Fri, Sat 
09:00 - 24:00, Sun 10:00 - 23:00. (14-37zł). PTAXS

 Dynia Cafe Bar A-2, ul. Krupnicza 20, tel. 012 430 
08 38. Ultra stylish, with a design that incorporates lots 
of shining leather, bare bricks and circular patterns. But the 
best bit of all is the garden, an absolutely ace spot festooned 
with plant life. The menu features decent breakfast options, 
spaghetti, soups and chicken and pork cooked up in a variety 
of ways, as well as a range of low-cal meals for those who’ve 
had enough of popping out of their buttons. This being Poland, 
you can expect the staff to look rather nice as well. QOpen 
08:30 - 21:15, Sun 09:00 - 20:15. (13-26zł). TAGS

 Farinella B-3, ul. Św. Anny 5, tel. 012 422 21 21, www.
farinella.pl. Upon refreshing their menu, Farinella come back 
with more Polish classics than previously, a range of fortify-

ing breakfast options and an extended choice of entrees, 
of which the fish dishes are particularly commendable. The 
slightly rustic, open dining space full of natural light and 
unfinished woods, friendly service and breezy atmosphere 
literally feels like a breath of fresh air, accentuated by the 
light, rich food. A great range of wines, freshly baked pretzels, 
homemade cakes and more types of bread than we knew 
existed are also near at hand.QOpen 09:00 - 22:00. (15-
49zł). PTAXSW

 Galicyjska C-2, ul. Pijarska 9, tel. 012 430 07 62, 
www.galicyjska.com. This cellar restaurant has all the 
trappings of fine dining, from the cutlery to the candlelight 
and chandeliers, but with a bill that won’t break your wallet. 
In fact the ambiance is downright romantic, disturbed only by 
the Polish Sting impersonator trying desperately to rock (but 
not too hard!) on the radio in the background. You won’t do 
wrong with the food here; the duck with forest mushrooms 
didn’t disappoint, but we would have sprung for the four person 
feast of meats if only we’d been as hungry as four hungry 
men. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (30-50zł). PTAXSW

 Gospoda Koko B-3, ul. Gołębia 8, tel. 012 430 21 35. 
The real virtue of Koko is revealed at 2:00 in the morning when 
you want a civilised sit down meal without the company of 
tzatziki dribbling drunks. Serving generous portions of stodgy 
Polish classics like cutlets, pierogis and potato pancakes for 
the same price as a kebab deep into drinking hours, this is a 
handy alternative for anyone looking to fortify their stomach 
without making a mess of their shirtfront. QOpen 12:00 - 
03:00. (10-14zł). PAUGS

 Hawełka C-3, Rynek Główny 34 (ground floor), tel. 012 
422 06 31, www.hawelka.pl. Kraków’s moved on, but 
Hawelka hasn’t. Once considered the height of fine dining this 
spot is achingly formal, with its staff dressed in tuxedoes and 
huge historical paintings hanging off the wall. Former diners 
include Queen Elizabeth II and the King of Greece, though 
there’s little to suggest they’ll be plotting a return. The menu 
is an encyclopedic choice of traditional Polish game and 
seafood dishes though sadly lacking in flair and invention. 
QOpen 11:00 - 23:00. (15-117zł). PTAXS

 Jarema D-1, Pl. Matejki 5, tel. 012 429 36 69, www.
jarema.pl. Classy Eastern Polish and other dishes from the 
region in a slightly ostentatious, 19th-century setting. Wait-
resses in traditional costume serve from a large menu includ-
ing steak with quail eggs, a few vegetarian dishes, pheasant 
and wild boar. Despite the harking back to the good old days, 
this is not your classic tourist trap. Highly recommended. 
QOpen 12:00 - 24:00. (18-49zł). PTAUEXSW

 Kawaleria (Cavalry) B-3, ul. Gołębia 4, tel. 012 430 
24 32, www.kawaleria.com.pl. Three vaulted rooms 
decorated with an equine motif - paintings of Cossacks and 
jockeys hang alongside sabres and hunting trophies - as well 
as an atmospheric whitewashed courtyard featuring a stone 
fireplace and potted shrubbery. The menu is a strong review 
of upmarket Polish dishes with wild boar and suchlike making 
appearances. QOpen 11:00 - 23:00, Fri, Sat 11:00 - 24:00. 
(23-56zł). TYAUBXSW

 Kuchnia u Doroty D-6, ul. Miodowa 25, tel. 0 517 94 
53 38. Legendary local favourite serving traditional Polish 
dishes with slightly more ambiance than a milk bar. A great 
introduction to the concept that so much food could cost so 
little, the house specialty potato pancakes with goulash could 
easily feed a cavalry and still have a little something for you 
left over. Delicious home cookin’. Dorota, yer a doll. QOpen 
10.00 - 21.00. (7-14zł). IGS
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Italian cooking. The prices remain pegged generously low 
making a visit here not just recommended (as the Michelin 
Guide 2009 did) but essential. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (26-
45zł). PTAIGS

 Morskie Oko (Sea Eye) B-2, Pl. Szczepański 8, tel. 
012 431 24 23, www.morskieoko.krakow.pl. Morskie 
Oko aims to capture the mountain spirit of Zakopane so 
there’s plenty of primitive looking furniture, waitresses 
with bits bursting out of tradtional costume and regular 
live bands making a racket. The food is caveman in style, 
delicious hunks of grilled animals. QOpen 12:00 - 24:00. 
(10-26zł). TAEXS

 Nostalgia B-2, ul. Karmelicka 10, tel. 012 425 42 60, 
www.nostalgia.krakow.pl. Smashing Polish cuisine served 
inside an intriguing interior that features a fireplace, wood 
beams and a galaxy of rural decorative touches. It’s a light 
and warming design with plenty of glass bottles and rusty 
trappings to act as visual diversions and the menu proves 
equally well thought out. Choose from local classics like 
the wonderfully fluffy pierogi or opt for the king-sized duck 
served with baked apples. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (18-75zł). 
PTAUIXS

 Od Zmierzchu Do Świtu (From Dusk Till Dawn) D-5, 
ul. Św. Sebastiana 33, tel. 0 724 671 161. Permanently 
steamy windows hide this low-budget legend. The menu, 
typed out on a piece of paper tacked to the wall, features 
standards like pork chops, bigos and, in our opinion, the best 
żurek in town. Despite down-scaling their once ‘round the 
clock service, off-duty taxi drivers and spaced out clubbers 
are still happy to sacrifice comforts like a toilet or multi-lingual 
welcome here in exchange for excellent, filling meals. QOpen 
11:00 - 22:00, Fri, Sat 11:00 - 06:00. (8-17zł). GS

 Ogniem i Mieczem (With Fire and Sword) J-5, Pl. 
Serkowskiego 7, tel. 012 656 23 28, www.ogniemimieczem.
pl. Crowded with barrels of mead, bear skins and even a winged 
Hussar, the timber interior is a masterpiece. But the history isn’t 
confined to the décor - the recipes were researched in the local Jagi-
ellonian Library. Feast on platters of roast pig, duck and boar. QOpen 
12:00 - 23:30, Sun 12:00 - 21:30. (25-46zł). PAUIEXS

 Pierożki u Vincenta D-6, ul. Bożego Ciała 12, tel. 
0 501 74 74 07, www.pierozkiuvincenta.pl. This cult 
eatery has enjoyed enough success to open a now stunning 
six locations around Kraków. Though it may be impossible to 
‘reinvent’ a food as versatile as the pierogi, ‘U Vincente’ has 
tried with apple and liver, minced meat and lentils, and chicken 
and pineapple among the two dozen or more options - and 
top it off with your choice of a variety of sauces and extras. 
Popular, cheap and cheerful (thanks to a sunflowered Van 
Gogh interior), takeaway may be your best option at peak 
feed times. Other prime locations at ul. Bożego Ciała 12 (D-
6) and ul. Rakowicka 19 (J-2).QOpen 12:00 - 21:00, Fri, Sat 
12:00 - 23:00. (7-32zł). PAGS

 Pod Aniołami (Under the Angel) C-4, ul. Grodzka 35, 
tel. 012 421 39 99, www.podaniolami.pl. Sit in the cellar 
and you can watch your shashlyk and steak grill right before 
your eyes. Filled with benches and casks, Under The Angels 
presents good food and an engaging atmosphere. QOpen 
13:00 - 23:00. (26-60zł). PTAXS

 Pod Baranem C-5, ul. Gertrudy 21, tel. 012 429 40 22, 
www.podbaranem.com. An admirable establishment near 
Wawel Castle, the interior of exposed brick and wooden ceiling 
beams, a fireplace and skillful mural of Kraków in one of the 
rooms, offest by framed photos of family and guests on the 
walls, creates a truly comfortable and classy dining environment. 
Serving Polish standards including Jewish-style carp and cream 
of wild mushroom soup in a breadbowl, the menu features more 
meat than you’ll find at a livestock market, with deer and wild 
boar getting into the menagerie as well. Our shredded pork 
wrapped in cabbage leaves with mushroom sauce left us more 
than satisfied, but the true standout was the complimentary 
pre-meal smalec and bread - maybe the best we’ve tasted in 
Kraków. QOpen 12:00 - 22:00. (16-64zł). PTAIXS

 Pod Krzyżykiem (Under the Cross) C-3, Rynek 
Główny 39, tel. 012 433 70 10, www.podkrzyzykiem.
com. Brimming with bizarre furnishings, including a section of 
glass flooring, the overall effect isn’t unlike climbing inside a 
giant Dali painting; the strange sculptures and stained glass 
are a great conversation point if you’re on a tricky first date. 
Service is young and flawless, while the revamped menu offers 
top-calibre local and European dishes beautifully presented. 
QOpen 10:00 - 23:00, Fri, Sat, Sun 10:00 - 24:00. (42-69zł). 
PTAXS

 Pod Lwem J-4, ul. Józefińska 4, tel. 0 519 37 47 37, 
www.podlwem.malopolska.pl. Not exactly compelling 
proof of Podgórze’s oncoming emergence from its wartime 
shadow, Pod Lwem’s opening is nonetheless noteworthy 
testament to the district’s development. Unfortunately the 
boring, understated interior of candy-striped benches and a 
few strips of wallpaper suggest that something is definitely 
missing here. That something might be imagination or merely 
stronger investment. Playing it safe with standard Polish fare, 
Pod Lwem sports an English menu and certainly has its foot in 
the door in a neighbourhood about to be directly connected 
to Kazimierz with a new bridge. Maybe they’ll use it to cross 
the river and realise it’s going to take a little more creativity 
to turn this area into a real dining destination. QOpen 08:00 
- 22:00, Sat, Sun 09:00 - 22:00. (9-38zł). TAXSW

RESTAURACJA

POD BARANEM

31-049 Kraków. tel. +48 12 429 40 22

restauracja@podbaranem.com

Famous restaurant on the Royal 

Route from Wawel Castle to the 

Main Square. 

Traditional Polish cuisine using old 

recipes and a charred beech wood 

grill. Courtyard garden and  

a medieval atmosphere.

The time seems to stopped 

here and one can still feel the 

atmosphere of medieval Cracow.

www.podaniolami.pl

catering service

Kraków, ul. Grodzka 35, 

Reservation:  

012 4213999 

 Marchewka z Groszkiem D-7, ul. Mostowa 2, tel. 
012 430 07 95. This friendly little cafe/restaurant off 
Plac Wolnica has Sunday morning stamped all over i t. 
The decor of antique furnishings and framed curiosities 
is half home-sweet-home, half Kazimierz half-light and 
the menu of Polish staples, breakfast items, pastas and 
salads brings above average results at below average 
prices. The highlight, however, has to be the assortment 
of bottled microbrews and Ukrainian beers, making ‘Carrots 
with Peas’ as ideal for an early evening drink as it is for a 
morning coffee. Recommended. QOpen 09:00 - 22:00. 
(7-20zł). TAXSW

 Miód i  Wino (Honey  and Wine)  C-2,  u l . 
Sławkowska 32, tel. 012 422 74 95, www.miodi-
wino.pl. Champion dishes of tradi tional Polish fare in a 
setting piled as high as the food with muskets, antlers 
and sui ts of armour. All extras (vegetables, bread) cost 
extra, and you’ll need to explain clearly how you expect 
your meat to be cooked; but the flair of the service, 
quali ty of the food and fondness of the folk musicians 
playing full force nearby create a fun atmosphere that’s 
completely wor th being in.QOpen 11:00 - 23:00. (14-
40zł). PTAUESW

 Miód Malina (Honey Raspberry) C-4, ul. Grodzka 
40, tel. 012 430 04 11, www.miodmalina.pl. Consis-
tently excellent meals have seen Miod Malina establish 
themselves as one of the top restaurants in town, so book 
ahead if you fancy taking in the Grodzka views afforded by 
the raised window-side seating. This cheerful looking res-
taurant comes with raspberries painted onto the walls and 
a pleasing glow that illuminates the darker evenings. Floral 
touches aplenty here, lending a storybook, candy cottage 
atmosphere, while the menu mixes up the best of Polish and 
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 Polskie Jadło Compendium Culinarium C-2, ul. 
Św. Jana 30, tel. 012 433 98 25, www.polskiejadlo.
com.pl. A hunters heaven wi th big slabs of animals 
cooked to local recipes and served up in dinosaur-size 
por tions by multi-lingual staff. This chain of restaurants 
have established themselves as the place to go for 
a first time test of Polish hospi tali ty, and the rough 
cut, faux peasant interiors really come alive when the 
sound of live mountain bands pass through. Expect all 
the mainstays of Polish country cooking to make an 
appearance on the menu. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (15-
80zł). PTAIXS

 Polskie Jadło Folwark D-3, ul. Św. Krzyża 13, tel. 012 
433 97 85, www.polskiejadlo.com.pl. The brainchild of 
the man who formerly owned the Chłopskie Jadło group, 
so it’s no surprise the interiors are an exact replica of his 
previous ventures; turquoise walls, rough cut timbers and 
clanky farmyard tools. But this is no copycat, the menu is far 
superior with some excellent wild boar perfectly prepared by 
a chef who knows his job inside out. QOpen 11:00 - 23:00. 
(12-80zł). PTAXS

 Polskie Jadło Klasyka Polska C-2, ul. Św. To-
masza 8, tel. 012 428 00 22, www.klasykapolska.
pl. From the same group behind Polskie Jadło Folwark 
this is a more upmarket venue, with flagstone flooring 
and dark coloured walls that feature bookshelves, a 
rusty bell and even a smattering of religious icons. The 
food is the primary reason for your visi t however and 
the menu includes Li thuanian zeppelins and complimen-
tary bread and lard to star t with. We sampled the duck 
duet, which came in such a generous por tion we had 
to be airli f ted home. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (13-49zł). 
PTAUIXS

 Pod Słońcem (Under the Sun) C-3, Rynek Główny 
43, tel. 012 422 93 78 ext.16, www.gehanowska.pl. 
A typically beautiful Old Town cellar which includes a stone 
carving of Mr. Sun casting an eye over diners. The pancakes 
are a substantial meal in themselves, and there’s a heap of 
grilled and skewered animals to pick from as well. Meals are 
delivered by an efficient team of scurrying waiters and pretty 
blondes. QOpen 12:00 - 24:00. (14-45zł). PTAXS

 Pod Wawelem C-5, ul. Św. Gertrudy 26-29 (Royal Hotel), 
tel. 012 421 23 36, www.podwawelem.eu. The place to visit 
if you’re looking to hit your daily calorie quota in one meal. Hunks 
of meat and cabbage cascade off the steel pans and wooden 
boards they’re served on, while busty village wenches weave 
between the bench seating serving frothing steins of lager. 
There’s a real beer hall atmosphere here, topped off nicely by 
energetic folk musicians doing their best to turn conversations 
into a shouting match. Litre beers are encouraged and half-price 
on Mondays, and there’s a handy ‘vomitorium’ in the men’s 
room - ie, two enormous steel basins for those suffering from 
over-consumption to hock their recently imbibed pork hocks. 
Class.QOpen 12:00 - 24:00.  (15-45zł). PTAUEXS

 Polakowski D-6, ul. Miodowa 39, tel. 012 421 07 76, 
www.polakowski.com.pl. The definitive local dining experi-
ence. Join the queue and order big plates of piping hot food 
dished up from metal containers, before bussing your dishes 
to the wash-up window. Choose from the likes of cutlets with 
mashed potatoes, spinach or beet salad sides, soups, pierogi 
and other timeless classics. Far better than it looks or sounds, 
Polakowski is an editorial fave. Essentially an upmarket milk 
bar this place has gone the extra yard (or justified the extra 
zloty) by adding a toilet and English language menu. Also 
on Pl. Wszystkich Świętych 10 (C-4).QOpen 09:00 - 22:00. 
(10-20zł). AGS

A lot has changed over years since communism got 
kneecapped and Poland joined the EU. Today a destina-
tion as popular as Kraków hardly seems any more alien 
or adventurous to tourists than well-frequented Paris or 
Venice. And while many of the old ways of the old days 
have disappeared or become slightly disneyfied, one relic 
remains steadfastly un-Western: the Polish milk bar. These 
steamy cafeterias serving traditional cuisine to an end-
less queue of tramps, pensioners and students provide 
a grim glimpse into Eastern Bloc Poland and have all the 
atmosphere (and sanitary standards) of a gas station 
restroom. We love them. For the cost of a few coins you 
can eat like an orphaned street urchin, albeit an extremely 
well-fed one. Put Wawel on hold, a visit to the milk bar (bar 
mleczny in Polish) is a required cultural experience for 
anyone who has just set foot in the country.
As in so many things, Kraków has the distinction of being 
the birthplace of the bar mleczny. Poland’s first milk bar was 
actually opened on Kraków’s market square on May 30th 
1948 in the townhouse now occupied by the upstanding 
Szara restaurant. Named ‘Pod Bańką’ (Under the Milk Churn), 
originally no hot dishes were served; this was a place where 
you went simply to enjoy milk (hence the name), humbly 
served in .25 litre glass with a straw (so classy). Run by 
the government, this was the new party’s ‘clever’ attempt 
at popularising milk-drinking (as opposed to moonshine), 
inspired by Poland’s large surplus of dairy products. As 
restaurants were nationalised and then shut down by PL’s 
communist authorities, more and more milk bars appeared 
across the country and began offering cheap, dairy-based 
meals to the masses and especially workers; quite often 
meals at the local milk bar were included in a worker’s salary. 
By the mid-60s milk bars were widely prevalent across Po-
land as the party concept was to provide cheap, fast food to 
everyone (as cheerlessly as possible apparently). In addition 
to milk, yoghurt, cottage cheese and other dairy concoctions, 
milk bars offered omelettes and egg cutlets, as well as flour-
based foods like pierogi. Times were so desperate under 
communism that many bar mleczny resorted to chaining the 
cutlery to the table to deter rampant theivery; by this same 
reasoning you’ll still notice today that most milk bars use 
disposable dishes and the salt and pepper are dispensed 
from plastic cups with a spoon – those spice cellars were 
stolen in the late 50s. Similarly, the orders are still taken 
by blue-haired, blue-veined, all-business babcias – usually 
wearing an apron over their nightgown and slippers – and 
the food is as inspired as ever, the only difference being 
meat isn’t rationed anymore in modern PL. Indeed, today’s 
milk bars evoke a timelessness to be savoured just as the 
milk soup with noodles served to schoolchildren in PL in 
the 1980s was. With the collapse of communism most 
bar mleczny went bankrupt, however, fortunately for us all, 
many of these feed museums were saved and continue to 
be kept open and dirt cheap through state subsidies. The 
range of available dishes begins to fall off as closing time 
approaches, so go early, go often. Below are a few of our 
favourites in the city centre:

 Bar Górnik A-2, ul. Czysta 1, tel. 012 632 68 99. 
The editorial fave. QOpen 08:00 - 18:00, Sat 08:00 - 
16:00. Closed Sun.
 Bar Targowy J-3, ul. Daszyńskiego 19. QOpen 
06:00 - 19:00, Sat 07:00 - 16:00, Sun 07:00 - 15:00.
 Pod Temida C-4, ul. Grodzka 43. The easiest to find: 
look for the blue and white ‘Bar Mleczny’ sign. QOpen 
09:00 - 20:30, Fri, Sat 09:00 - 21:00. Closed Sun.

Milk Bars
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 Starka D-6, ul. Józefa 14, tel. 012 430 65 38, www.
starka.com.pl. The vodka concoctions here are fabulous, 
but don’t dare get ruined on them before you experience the 
restaurant out back - schoolboy error. Scarlet walls choc-a-
block with black and white etchings provide a cool atmosphere 
to drop back into the leather seating before diving into a 
menu filled with perfectly prepared Polish dishes.QOpen 
12:00 - 23:00. (24-45zł). PTAXSW

 Stodoła 47 D-2, ul. Floriańska 47, tel. 012 292 49 25, 
www.stodola47.pl. A rustic surprise on flashy Florianska 
street, Stodoła 47 leaves the door open for those who may not 
have grown up in a barn, but wouldn’t mind eating in one. Full 
of farming falderal, haybales, chopped wood and animal skins, 
the menu of grilled meats - including roasted turkey in apricot 
sauce (20zł), rabbit saddle (45zł) and wild boar (65zł) - makes 
the absence of livestock inside ‘Barn 47’ seemingly less of 
a mystery. Polish classics served up with the usual sides of 
beet, cabbage and buckwheat. QOpen 11:00 - 22:00, Fri, 
Sat 12:00 - 23:00, Sun 12:00 - 22:00. (13-65zł). AIXS

 U Babci Maliny C-2, ul. Sławkowska 17, tel. 012 422 76 
01, www.kuchniaubabcimaliny.pl. Entering this hidden cellar 
through the courtyard of a building on the corner of Sławkowska 
and Św. Marka streets, you’ll descend the stairs and greet a 
crossword-puzzled babcia who decides if you can enter this kitschy 
country cottage of wooden benches slung with sheep hides. You’ll 
be grateful to have garnered her approval once you’ve tried the 
soups served in breadbowls and pierogi served on breadplates (re-
ally), to make no mention of the city-famous ‘placki po węgiersku’ 
- an enormous plate of potato pancakes smothered in gulasch, 
cheese and sour cream. With budget prices for outlandishly large 
and delicious servings, this should be a go-to for anyone being 
introduced to Polish food...or who hasn’t eaten in three days. Also 
with a location at Szpitalna 38.QOpen 11:00 - 19:00, Sat, Sun 
12:00 - 19:00. (12-25zł). PTAGSW

 U Zalipianek B-3, ul. Szewska 24, tel. 012 422 29 50. 
Named after a village near Kraków known for its colourful 
houses, U Zalipianek’s bright, traditional Polish floral patterns 
are juxtaposed with the curmudgeony old-timers occupying the 
seats. More than likely most of the conversations revolve around 
crappy pensions and the good ‘ol days when everybody had a 
job. Thus the clients cheerfully pay 1zł for the coat check and 
another 1zł for the toilet. The budget menu consists of all the 
Polish faves. QOpen 09:00 - 22:00. (9-20zł). PTAXS

 U Ziyada ul. Jodłowa 13, (Zwierzyniec), tel. 012 429 71 
05, www.uziyada.pl. The menu is an interesting mix of Polish 
and Kurdish cooking, and while it alone doesn’t justify your taxi 
fare, the location absolutely does. Set in a magnificent hillside 
castle once home to a detachment of Luftwaffe officers, the 
panoramic views of the Wisła river are outstanding and with 
these prices you’re basically getting them for free. Definitely 
worth the trip. QOpen 10:00 - 22:00. (23-50zł). TAXSW

 Wesele C-3, Rynek Główny 10, tel. 012 422 74 60, 
www.weselerestauracja.pl. If you’re a fan of Miód Malina, 
and let’s face it, who isn’t, then it’s time you visited Wesele, 
a project brought to you by the same gang behind MM. If your 
Polish is as good as your Chinese then the first thing you’ll 
need to know is what the name means - it’s ‘wedding’, and 
the interiors are a dead giveaway, filled with ribbons, flowers 
and candles. An impressive venue alright, and with all the 
clinking glasses and smiley people it doesn’t take much vision 
to imagine you actually have gate crashed a wedding. The 
menu is classic Polish cooking done exactly the way it was 
meant, and the goose breast is fabulous. Also recommended 
by the Michelin Guide 2009.QOpen 10:00 - 23:00. (19-70zł). 
PTAUEGSW

 Wierzynek C-3, Rynek Główny 15, tel. 012 424 96 00, 
www.wierzynek.pl. Quite a launch party this place: accord-
ing to legend the opening night back in 1364 was attended 
by five kings and nine princes. Since then it’s been one 
esteemed guest after another, with former diners including 
De Gaulle, Bush, Castro and other bods who influence the 
way the globe spins, as well as starlets like Sophie Marceau 
and Kate Moss. A set of wooden stairs lead to a series of 
imposing rooms decked out with tapestries and plantlife 
while a seriously high-end menu includes sturgeon, deer and 
lamb.QOpen 13:00 - 23:00. (30-125zł). PTAXSW

 W Starej Kuchni C-2, ul. Św. Tomasza 8, tel. 012 428 
00 22. The angle on this most recent of Polskie Jadło offerings 
is ‘pieconki’: dishes cooked in the large wood-fired stove in the 
middle of the restaurant. Seemingly prepared beforehand, the 
large-portioned food goes in and comes out fast with terrific 
results including potato pancakes, assorted meats, the garlic 
and caraway flatbread which precedes each meal, and even 
desserts like roasted apples with caramel and Advocaat. 
The folk decor is typical of the brand with emphasis here on 
antiquated kitchen knickknacks and utensils recreating a 
pre-electric village eatery. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (13-49zł). 
PTAUXS

 Zapiecek Polskie Pierogarnie C-2, ul. Sławkowska 
32, tel. 012 422 74 95, www.zapiecek.eu. Poland in a 
nutshell. Join legions of happy locals tucking into the legend-
ary pierogi served with no fuss, no formality by an unsmiling 
lady from behind a counter. It is a long way from fine dining 
but for a quintessential Kraków experience there are few 
better places to come. The three tiny tables on the street 
outside are permanently occupied, while inside an old lady is 
pinching the pierogi together in an old piec (tiled heater) right 
before your eyes. Q Open 24 hrs. (7-15zł). TUGSW

We organise weddings and events 
for tourist groups and companies.

Polish Cuisine

Stodoła 47 Restaurant
Floriańska 47, 31-019 Kraków, tel. 12 292 4925,

OPEN: 11.00 am-11.00pm
rvoigt@interia.pl, www.stodola.pl,

 Green Way C-3, ul. Mikołajska 14, tel. 012 431 10 27, 
www.greenway.pl. Despite the somewhat soulless corporate 
packaging, this is an excellent vegetarian effort well-favoured by 
students and travellers. Serving pita sandwiches, samosas, 
crepes, quiche, curry, enchilladas, some delicious spinach 
dumplings as well as daily specials, the prices are fair and afford-
able, though the ambiance leaves a bit to be desired.QOpen 
10:00 - 22:00, Sat, Sun 11:00 - 21:00. (7-21zł). PGSW

 Momo D-6, ul. Dietla 49, tel. 0 609 68 57 75. A cheap 
and cheerful vegan restaurant (Kraków’s only) churning 
out plates of brown rice, organic vegetable mashes, a 
good choice of salads, a few Indian and Asian dishes and 
even kimchee. Popular with left-leaning schoolteachers, 
the wacky backpacker set and people that refuse to 
stop smiling, Momo’s prices remain ludicrously cheap 
and the food is both healthy and worth coming back for. 
Try the excellent spicey sambar soup and don’t forget 
to smother your food with their coveted peanut sauce.
QOpen 11:00 - 20:00. (9-17zł). TUGS

 Vega D-4, ul. Św. Gertrudy 7, tel. 012 422 34 94. A 
great alternative to Polish meat and starch menus; though 
the prices have gone up (get used to it, people), the food 
remains some of the best vegetarian fare in the city and 
therefore a bargain. A comfortable, slightly feminine interior is 
characterised by strange astrological paintings and eclectic 
music that keeps bordering on new age, but won’t stay put. 
All around excellent whether you’re a rabbit or not, with the 
biggest stand-out being the salad bar. Also on ul. Krupnicza 
22 (A-2). QOpen 09:00 - 22:00. (9-18zł). PAGS

Vegetarian

Any culinary journey through Kraków is likely to start with 
the obwarzanek. A chewy dough ring sprinkled (usually 
extremely unevenly) with salt, poppy or sesame seeds, 
obwarzanki are sold from rolling carts on every other street 
corner in Kraków, and are so inescapable they’ve become 
an unofficial symbol of the city. In fact the obwarzanek is 
one of only two Polish foods currently protected by the EU 
on its Traditional Foods List. Known as the Krakowian ba-
gel, the obwarzanek gets its name from the Polish word for 
‘par-boiled’ and therefore differs slightly from the bagel, in 
addition to being its internationally popular counterpart’s 
predecessor. Though the origins of the Jewish bagel are 
complex, confusing and hotly-contested, most agree that 
it was invented by Kraków Jews after 1496 when King Jan 
Sobieski lifted the decree that formerly restricted the pro-
duction of baked goods to the Kraków Bakers Guild. First 
written mention of the obwarzanek meanwhile dates back 
to 1394, meaning that it’s been a daily sight on Kraków’s 
market square for 615 years. Though increased tourism 
in recent years has jacked the price of an obwarzanek up 
from 1zł to an outrageous 1.30zł, you’ll still see countless 
people on the go munching these pretzel rings. Tasty and 
filling when fresh, the art of truly enjoying an obwarzanek 
leaves a lot up to chance. Krakowian bakers produce up 
to 200,000 obwarzanki daily in the summer, despite the 
fact that on leaving the oven the baked goods have a 
sell-by date of about three hours. As such, finding a hot 
one is essential. Enjoyed by people of all ages, obwarzanki 
also feed Kraków’s entire pigeon population when in the 
evenings the city’s 170-180 obwarzanki carts essentially 
become bird-food vendors.

The Obwarzanek
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CAFÉS
Kraków is infamous for its cafe culture which easily rivals 
that of celebrated western capitals like Paris, perhaps even 
outmatching them pound for pound.  The Kazimierz district 
is particularly known for its atmospheric cafes, filled with 
candlelight, antiques and Old World mystique. Most Krakow-
ian cafes also serve beer and the line between cafe and bar 
can be a blurry one. The venues we’ve listed here tend to 
favour coffee and cakes and when most cafe/bar establish-
ments are turning up the music for their ‘til last guest’ 
clientele, these are more often closing their doors.

 Boogie Cafè Resto Bar D-3, ul. Szpitalna 9, tel. 012 
429 43 06, www.boogiecafe.pl. Boogie is whatever you 
want it to be - restaurant, bar or café. A snappy, yet soothing 
black and cream-coloured interior of jazz portraits, glossy 
ceilings and textured walls characterises this intimate, self-
consciously stylish hangout where jazz players jump into ac-
tion for the benefit of an appreciative audience on Thursdays 
and Fridays. QOpen 10:00 - 02:00, Mon 11:00 - 02:00, Thu, 
Fri, Sat, Sun 10:00 - 03:00. AUEXSW

 Camelot C-3, ul. Św. Tomasza 17, tel. 012 421 01 23. 
Let a blissful day unravel before you amid a collection of tiny 
tables, squeaking floorboards and watercolors pinned to 
white walls. Owlish academics mingle with local hotshots 
and braying tourists inside what it no less than a city institu-
tion. Leaf through the piles of press while waiting for their 
homemade desserts to wing their way in front of you. On 
Fridays at 20:00, check out the delightfully strange, often a 
tad corny, always endearing Loch Camelot cabaret. QOpen 
09:00 - 24:00. TEXSW

 Dym (Smoke) C-2, ul. Św. Tomasza 13, tel. 012 429 66 
61. A long, dark drink-den, the dull design of which is made up 
for by the character of the clientele: primarily self-proclaimed 
artists and intellectuals that blow a lot of smoke. How many 
advances and grants have been blown here it’s hard to know, 
but spend a few nights at Dym and you’re guaranteed to 
become a character in at least two unfinished novels. Yes, we 
were all so full of promise back then; back before all our ambi-
tion and drive went into drink, we went broke and ended up 
scribbling for this rag... Ah, glory days. QOpen 10:00 - 24:00, 
Fri, Sat 10:00 - 02:00. S

NEW

 Frania E-5, ul. Starowiślna 26, tel.  012 395 36 33, 
www.laundromat.pl. Kraków’s first and only laudromat 
cafe, Frania is full of bright walls, retro furnishings, local 
art and laidback, laptopping students giving it the kind of 
atmosphere you might expect to find in a youth hostel com-
mon room. A full bar for coffee and less innocent libations, 
boardgames, wifi and their own cafe computer conspire to 
make brightening your whites in one of the seven machines 
discreetly tucked in the back room a lot less of a chore 
than you’d expect. In fact don’t be surprised to find yourself 
spending time here even if a rampant taxi hasn’t just show-
ered your trousers in street sludge.QOpen 10:00 - 24:00. 
PARGSW

 Guliwer C-3, ul. Bracka 6, tel. 012 430 24 66, www.
guliwer.zaprasza.net. Reinventing itself as a cafe and French 
bistro, Guliwer has pared down its menu to paninis, pastries, 
cheese plates and other snack samplers. The emphasis is 
now on wine, coffee and wifi with older couples going halves 
on a caraffe while perusing the day’s papers or enjoying the 
street scene through the wall length windows. White textured 
walls, a timbered ceiling, pleasant atmosphere and soothing 
music make Guliwer a worthwhile venue, great for a date, get-
ting work done, or grousing breakfast.QOpen 08:30 - 24:00. 
(16-35zł). TASW

 Jama Michalika D-2, ul. Floriańska 45, tel. 012 422 
15 61, www.jamamichalika.pl. Not so much a café as 
a lesson in local history. Established 111 years ago it was 
here that the Młoda Polska movement was founded, with 
many of the leading artists of the day choosing to take their 
refreshment inside this grand looking venue. Decorated with 
stained glass and artwork from the fin-de-siecle era this café 
serves as a favoured stamping ground for elder tourists in 
colourful clothes, though the poker-faced nature of the staff 
limits the appeal of return visits. QOpen 09:00 - 22:00, Fri, 
Sat 09:00 - 23:00. PTYAUEXSW

 Kolanko N°6 E-6, ul. Józefa 17, tel. 012 292 03 20, www.
kolanko.net. One of Kazimierz’s most underappreciated venues, 
Kolanko has plenty going for it. The main attraction may be the 
large summer garden with plenty of shade, sun and greenery, but 
the onset of winter can’t take anything away from the cheap menu 
of soups, salads and creatively-stuffed sweet and savoury crepes 
which have become ensconced in local legend; nor the delicious 
and too-often overlooked local amber and dark beers on draft. 
Quirky attic knicknacks combined with klezmer and world music 
selections give Kolanko 6 an escapist atmosphere well-appreciated 
by couples, laptoppers and loners like ourselves. Recommended. 
QOpen 12:00 - 23:00, Sat, Sun 11:00 - 24:00. AUISW

 Lodziarnia C-4, ul. Grodzka 13, tel. 0 668 42 06 86, 
www.krainazabaw.com. Wonderful. What looks like your 
bog-standard ice cream parlour hides a huge secret upstairs. 
No, not the steady stream of pretty girls who eat their ice 
cream here, instead the children’s playground: it’s enormous. 
Heaven sent for parents tired of dragging the kids from mu-
seum to museum, you can sit and have a coffee, cocktail or ice 
cream, while the young tykes play until their hearts’ content in 
a very safe environment. Don’t forego the great baguettes, a 
lunchtime treat. QOpen 09:30 - 24:00. TAXS

 Massolit Books & Café A-4, ul. Felicjanek 4, tel. 012 
432 41 50, www.massolit.com. A true labour of love, filled 
with dusty shelves groaning under the weight of thousands 
of titles with broken spines. This is not just the best English 
language bookshop you’ll ever find in Eastern Europe, but also 
an atmospheric café where budding playwrights convene 
for muted whisperings and American cookies, bagels, pies 
and the best drip coffee in town. Ground zero for ex-pats, 
the bulletin board is an important community rallying point. 
Often organising lectures and literary events, Massolit also 
has free English-language story times for children under 7 
(11:00-12:00) and those over 7 (12:00-13:00) every Sunday 
morning. A requisite pilgrimage point for foreigners.QOpen 
10:00 - 20:00, Fri, Sat 10:00 - 21:00. TAGS

 Nowa Prowincja (The New Province) C-3, ul. Bracka 
3-5, tel. 0 693 770 079, www.nowaprowincja.krakow.
pl. An ideal respite and rendezvous location, we have to 
give the nod to Nowa Prowincja over its next door sister 
cafe (‘Prowincja’), if only for being the roomier of the two. 
A sparing wooden interior, this stellar coffee bar is primarily 
furnished with chatting friends enjoying delicious coffee and 
maybe the best hot chocolate in town - so thick you need a 
spoon. QOpen 08:30 - 23:00, Sun 09:30 - 23:00. IXS

 Pierwszy Lokal... C-3, ul. Stolarska 6/1, tel. 012 431 
24 41. Known for its labourious, unmemorisable name - and 
as one of the only places in the centre where you can enjoy 
local delicious Dragon’s Head beer (amber or porter) - this 
long-standing favourite blends seemlessly into a bar in the 
evenings. With eclectic music and a relaxed atmosphere, 
Piewszy Lokal is a great place to meet friends, relaxing on the 
leather sofas or chatting around the candlelit tables.QOpen 
06:30 - 24:00, Sat, Sun 10:00 - 01:00. USW

Farina restaurant invites you to enjoy  
a wide selection of  mediterranean dishes, 

as traditional Polish cuisine at its best.

www.farina.com.pl

Russian
 Kalinka C-4, ul. Gertrudy 7, tel. 012 422 32 57, 
w w w.kuchniarosyjska.com.  This colour fu l ,  of t-
overlooked restaurant actually oozes authentici ty. With 
festive drapes and tablecloths, ornate murals, shabby 
paintings, obligatory babushka dolls, a scene-spoiling 
TV playing outrageous Russian music videos and a few 
older men nipping vodka shots as they watch, this is as 
close to a Russian locals eatery as you’ll find anywhere 
in the East. The food is just as credible and we chal-
lenge anyone to find a better beetroot soup than their 
‘barszcz po kijówsku.’ Russian, Ukrainian and Caucasus 
special ties at bargain prices are prepared by Janusz - a 
Russian classical gui tarist who’s happy to play i f you 
ask. Lunch specials, weekend karaoke, Ukrainian beer, 
caviar crepes and dried squid beer snacks round out 
the hi t list of this true original. QOpen 12:00 - 22:00. 
(12-46zł). PTAS

Seafood
 Farina C-2, ul. Św. Marka 16 (corner of ul. Św. Jana), 
tel. 012 422 16 80, www.farina.krakow.pl. Good 
fish, and a range of traditional Polish and Mediterranean 
recipes have won Farina a devoted following. Quality food 
is matched by the setting; three rooms each decorated in 
a homey, personal style. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. (19-83zł). 
PTAIXSW

Spanish
 La Fuente D-6, ul. Bożego Ciała 11, tel. 012 430 
64 01, www.fuente.pl. Give them credit, La Fuente is 
trying to do tapas the tradi tional Spanish way: namely 
as more of a snack stand than a wai tered si t down 
restaurant. Only problem is, this isn’t Spain. A range of 
2-5zł tapas are available, but don’t look so fresh after 
being under the glass counter all day. The menu also 
features a few hot mains which become more expensive 
than the alleged 9-12zł after you’ve paid for sauce and a 
side. Whereas in Spain you’d have a row of such tapas 
stands, here the social aspect of tapas is obli terated 
by the presence of only two tables for standing and no 
reason to prolong your visi t. Add to that the fact that 
Krakowians can do almost nothing without a drink in 
their hand and the lack of beer isn’t helping. Essentially 
amounting to a pricey light bi te without any of the ac-
companying perks of Spanish cul ture, i t seems doubt-
ful that Krakowian pub crawls will suddenly become 
sophisticated enough for La Fuente to survive. QOpen 
11:00 - 23:00, Sat 11:00 - 01:00, Sun 10:00 - 23:00. 
(12-21zł). PAGBS

Ukrainian
 Smak Ukraiński C-5, ul.  Kanonicza 15, tel. 
012 421 92 94 ext.25, www.ukrainska.pl. This 
veteran restaurant has sur vi ved the test of time and 
continues to ser ve up consistentl y decent, stodgy 
food - shashl yks, s teaks, pork, pierogi,  pota toes 
and borscht - at sui tabl y Ukranian bargain prices. 
Small children running amok all over the gorgeous 
cour tyard garden fur ther adds to the au thentici t y, 
bu t may have you heading to their folksy cellar where 
pleasan t peasan t-dressed sta ff keep th e b ot t les 
of underappreciated Ukrainian beer coming to your 
table. Tr y all eight varieties and wake up feeling like 
a Chernobyl victim. QOpen 12:00 - 22:00. (16-41zł). 
TYAEGS
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If you believe urban legend Kraków has the highest density 
of bars in the world. Simply hundreds of bars can be found 
in cellars and courtyards stretching from the Old Town to 
Kazimierz. With more tourism, prices are climbing; expect 
to pay around 7 or 8zł for a large beer. The opening hours 
we list are flexible; basically if people are drinking, the 
barman is pouring. 

Bars & Pubs
 Awaria D-3, ul. Mikołajska 9, tel. 012 292 03 50, www.
klubawaria.com. This small dodgy, dive bar is known for its live 
rock and blues concerts (Thursday-Sunday), patient barmaids 
and plastered, hard-livin' local clientele who are never too shy 
to buy a sober stranger a drink. Smokey, steamy and frightfully 
claustrophobic, Awaria features a narrow underground corridor 
leading to the long wooden bar which, with no room to pass 
on the other side, is one of the most poorly designed spaces 
we've ever seen. Pass it you must if you want to see the band 
in the next room, where you'll encounter the hazards of drunks 
spilling or stealing your drink as tables topple over and someone 
rocks out on the harmonica. The fact that there's barely enough 
room to sit in front of the bar might explain why people are 
dancing on it to the Tina Turner and Elvis classics on rotation 
after the band blows off. Legendary. QOpen 15:00 - 02:00. E

 Baroque C-2, ul. Św. Jana 16, tel. 012 422 01 06, www.
baroque.com.pl. Over several rooms of plush seating, high 
fashion photos, dangling chandeliers and a spacious garden, 
Baroque is a sharp and modern space that mixes in the new 
with the old. It looks attractive enough, but there's one reason 
alone to be visiting this swanktank: cocktails that many argue 
are the best in the city. Choose from knockout creations like 
the Polski Spring Punch, or get your head down and do your 
best to rip through their choice of 100 plus vodkas. Mojitos 
seem to be the most fashionable drink in Kraków these 
days and while their mixology is no longer a secret science, 
Baroque's still look the best and come in positively huge por-
tions. QOpen 12:00 - 24:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 - 03:00. PAW

 Boogie Cafè Resto Bar D-3, ul. Szpitalna 9, tel. 012 
429 43 06, www.boogiecafe.pl. Self-assuredly cool and 
confident, Boogie exudes style with a glossy black and creme 
interior. Local jazzsmiths strut through sets on Thursday and 
Friday nights in this intimate space where things start classy, 
turning downright silly as the night raves on. QOpen 10:00 - 
01:00, Fri, Sat 10:00 - 03:00. AUXW

 Budda Drink & Garden C-3, Rynek Główny 6, tel. 012 
421 65 22, www.budda-drink.pl. To enjoy Budda to the max 
you need to visit in summer when adjoining courtyard gardens 
transform into an al fresco dance arena. On those chillier evenings 
make for the warmly lit crimson interior which comes illuminated 
by hundreds of flickering candles, while drinkers down potent con-
coctions under the conceited gaze of gold buddhas. Check out 
the unique mezzanine level for something a little different, while 
couples suffering a lull in their relationship should choose a cosy 
nook and study the wall paintings; randy Indian figures entwined 
in Kama Sutra embraces. QOpen 12:00 - 01:00. PAB

 Bull Pub D-3, ul. Mikołajska 2, tel. 012 423 11 68. What 
the Great British Pub once looked like before the brewing 
industry was mugged by alcopops, Wetherspoons and silly 
smoking laws. Squint and you could be in the Rovers Return, 
what with all the glass sconces, booth seating and pictures of 
fox hunting toffs. The Brit associations and centre stage loca-
tion mean a fair chance of running into groups of lads freshly 
dispatched from an EasyJet, thus disrupting the armchair 
atmosphere which would otherwise be ideal for an after-work 
beer and maybe a nap.QOpen 09:00 - 02:00. ABW

www.inyourpocket.com

ELITE: Those who want a touch of class will find them-
selves at home in Stalowe Magnolia - an impressively 
dressed music venue with premium drinks, and Baroque 
– a ‘best cocktails in Kraków’ candidate. Baccarat is the 
best-dressed new kid on the block, while M Club is still 
the most exclusive bar in town; get buzzed in to mingle 
with models. For more of a pulse, try Taawa.

STUDENTS: Not your most discriminating demographic, 
students will go anywhere there’s fun music and cheap 
drinks - namely Faust, Gorączka or Łubu-Dubu (Wielopole 
15), while those with intent to impress head to Rdza, 
Frantic and Cien.

LADS: The Irish Mbassy and English Football Club - where 
matches are on and the staff are used to boisterous 
behaviour – welcome stag groups, as does Prozak, a su-
premely naff meat market popular with local girls who like 
foreign boys. For the most action per square metre head 
to Wielopole 15, or keep it civilised inside Nic Nowego.

COUPLES: Couples looking for some face time should 
sip cocktails in a secluded corner of Pergamin, hideout 
inside a cabinet in Café Szafe, soak up the Karma Sutra 
ambiance of Buddha Bar, converse by candlelight in 
Mleczarnia, catch a sultry jazz crooner in Boogie, or stay 
home and listen to Barry White.

HIPSTERS: Take your tight pants to Miejsce, your unfin-
ished novel to Dym (see cafes), your anarchist literature 
to Kawiarnia Naukowa , your art-zine to Pauza and your 
self-destructive side to Piękny Pies.

Nightlife at a Glance  Bunkier (Bunker) B-2, Pl. Szczepański 3a, tel. 012 431 
05 85, www.alchemia.com.pl. Attached to Kraków's best 
contemporary art gallery, this enclosed terrace bar/cafe on 
the Planty resembles a spacious greenhouse wherein the 
plants have been replaced with couples, happy hour col-
leagues and English teachers giving private lessons around 
wobbly tables and chairs. A year-round pleasure (thanks to 
plenty of heaters), Bunkier's inviting atmosphere is marred 
only by the slow to completely negligible table service that 
can't be circumnavigated. QOpen 09:00 - 02:00, Thu, Fri, 
Sat 09:00 - 03:00. ABX

 Cafe Manekin D-3, ul. Św. Tomasza 25, tel. 0 692 10 
56 34. A sewing table sign leads you into this veteran hole-
in-the-wall cafe/bar of rickety furnishings, local photography, 
and random fashion flourishes (changing curtains, the titular 
mannequin) over two tiny levels. Playing anything with a pulse 
from Slum Village to Michael Jackson, Manekin creates a 
lively, unpretentious atmosphere and is a great place for a 
beer or coffee if you can find a place to sit amongst the art 
and fashion students, snogging couples and expats. QOpen 
09:00 - 02:00, Fri, Sat 09:00 - 04:00. S

 Cafe Szafe A-4, ul. Felicjanek 10, tel. 0 663 90 56 52, 
www.cafeszafe.com. Owned by two amiable artists, Cafe 
Szafe has a warm, inviting atmosphere unique to most Kraków 
bars - a trait which has endeared it to locals and expats alike. 
With a secluded back room that frequently hosts concerts, 
film and photography exhibitions, Szafe gracefully accom-
modates barflies and event attendees simultaneously. Red 
stencilled walls and enormous blue cupboards and wardrobes 
- some of which can be sat in - adorned with strange organic 
sculptures of birds and other creatures furnish this long-time 
favourite. Recommended. QOpen 09:00 - 01:00, Sat, Sun 
10:00 - 24:00. UEXW

 Carpe Diem Pub C-3, ul. Floriańska 33 (entrance on 
Św. Marka), tel. 012 431 22 67, www.carpediem.pl. 
Carpe Diem's primary feature is a ceiling which does its level 
best to decapitate all those who visit. Survive this hazard 
and you'll find yourself drinking in a typical cellar venue, this 
one with a half-hearted maritime theme that includes fish-
ing nets, lanterns and a model galleon hanging precariously 
above. The bar staff appear grimly determined to keep the 
fridge unplugged at all costs. QOpen 12:00 - 04:00, Sat 
18:00 - 04:00, Sun 17:00 - 03:00. PX

 C.K. Browar (H.M. Brewery) B-2, ul. Podwale 6-7, 
tel. 012 429 25 05, www.ckbrowar.krakow.pl. Emperor 
Franz stares defiantly from the top of the stairs here, possibly 
wondering quite how he came to be in the midst of so many 
drunken young men. This is definitely one for the lads, with 
the raucous beer hall atmosphere accentuated by copper 
brewing vats, wood carved furnishings and the dim glow of 
tiffany lamps. There's a few house brews to choose from and 
they're all available in ten litre pipes. QOpen 09:00 - 02:00, 
Fri, Sat 09:00 - 04:00. PABXW

 English Football Club D-3, ul. Mikołajska 5, tel. 012 
421 01 49, www.efckrakow.pl. Apparently the number of 
punters coming to town demanded it. Quite literally wall-to-wall 
football with team shirts hanging off every available space, 
three lions on the floor and Sky Sports beaming down their 
banal brand of hype and hyperbole. This is nothing less than 
stag heaven, and as such expect weekends to be awash 
with Brit lads bowling around bragging about last night's 
prostitute. Real men will take advantage of the tables out back 
that come fitted with their own private beer taps, though they 
sadly ruined one of the centre's best courtyards, formerly of 
Klub Re.QOpen 13:00 - 01:00. PBX

It might be a little premature to say this, but the number 
of stag groups in Kraków has fallen significantly since the 
summer of 2007 when you couldn’t walk to work without 
having to help some haplessly sloshed British lad find his 
hotel room and compatriots at 8:00 am. As such, local 
anti-stag sentiment has abated to a degree, while Kraków 
hasn’t lost any of its general appeal as a destination for 
pre-marital horseplay with cheap beer, gorgeous women, 
great nightlife and easy flight connections. That’s not to 
say that if you come here you can act like a complete 
prat without provoking the long arm of the law to take 
you by your popped collar and toss you in the drunk tank 
for 250zł; it’s more common than you think.

If you’re coming to town for some final debauched bach-
elory, take a look at our quick recommendations at the 
beginning of the sleep, eat and drink sections for some 
laddish suggestions. While booze and women should be 
easy enough to suss out on your own (with the help of 
this guide), visit the professionals for daylight activities. 
Going beyond paintball and go-carting, Crazy Stag (www.
crazystag.com) can arrange a mafia-style kidnapping, 
limo full of strippers, or recreate Communist Kraków while 
speeding you around in an old-school Trabant. Brit based 
‘Last Night of Freedom’ (www.lastnightoffreedom.co.uk) 
organize tank driving, Kalashnikovs, football matches 
and other Alpha Male activities, while Polventure (www.
polventure.co.uk) are the people to get in touch with if 
you want to get the groom ‘zorbed’ (put inside a giant ball 
before being dispatched down a steep hill).

Stags

 Faust C-3, Rynek Główny 6, tel. 012 423 83 00, www.
faust.com.pl. A typical Krakowian dungeon space with a 
set of perilous stairs leading to a network of rooms that 
reveal a Babylonian mixture of languages and vices. The 
central location means a quiet night is never on the cards, 
and local DJs spin everything from mainstream MTV hits to 
more specialized sounds like klemzer or drum'n'bass - check 
before hand to know what to expect. QOpen 12:00 - 03:00, 
Thu 12:00 - 04:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 - 06:00. PABXW

NEW

 Intro C-3, ul. Św.Tomasza 13, tel. 012 423 91 91, 
www.introclub.pl. An exercise in chromatics, the interior 
of Intro is entirely made up of metallic greys with columns 
of numerals descending down the walls, making you feel like 
you've been beamed into someone's dodgy iPod knockoff. 
It's a design that already feels a bit dated, with long tubular 
lamps and light fixtures further aggravating the feeling of 
falling through a metallic matrix full of loud jazz samples 
and trip hop. The barman keeps busy practising the large 
selection of coffee and mixed drinks on the menu, but Intro 
seems to be losing out against its laidback neighbours 
on Doubting Thomas Lane, lost in its own code. QOpen 
10:00 - 01:00. PAW

 Irish Mbassy C-3, ul. Stolarska 3, tel. 012 431 02 21, 
www.irishmbassy.com. Cheekily stationed in the midst of 
Kraków's embassy row, the massive Irish MBassy is a popu-
lar place for weekenders and expats to get their passports 
punched and forget where they are. Numerous TV screens 
beam down live sports over three stories of original brick and 
gothic details, punctuated by sponsorship signage, sports 
and Irish memorabilia. Absolute madness during matches, 
the doe-eyed staff do well to keep track of the orders fired at 
them, while a decent line of pub grub - burgers and baguettes 
- makes this a one stop solution for a long night.QOpen 12:00 
- 01:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 - 03:00. PAUEW

 Katedra C-4, ul. Poselska 9, tel. 012 294 88 60, www.
katedra.krakow.pl. Formerly a small, unremarkable bar on a 
quiet side street, Katedra has found a new identity by offering 
perhaps the best beer selection of the Old Town. Almost un-
obtainable for a long time, microbrews have arrived in Kraków 
and Katedra offers at least 40 different labels from around the 
country. A slightly creepy interior with crawling vines painted 
on the walls, the atmosphere is laid back and it remains a 
good option for a civilised drink with friends. Katedra has 
joined the small, but growing ranks of Kraków's non-smoking 
venues, so take it outside. QOpen 10:00 - 02:00. PGW

NEW

 Kawiarnia Benedyktyńska A-2, ul. Rajska 22, tel. 0 
51 122 25 29, www.rajska22.pl. Not bad to be a Bene-
dictine in Kraków these days, judging by this - the latest 
endeavour by the monks of Tyniec. Next door to a strip club, 
this 'cafe' sells products made by the monks of the local 
abbey, in addition to offering cocktails, 53 (and counting) dif-
ferent beers, accompanying beer snacks, wifi, bad pop music 
and karaoke nights (Friday at 19:00). We'd like to think that 
any monk found here would be instantly excommunicated for 
exercising poor judgement, but that shouldn't deter hedonists 
from enjoying arguably the best beer list in town, avoiding 
the stale atmosphere of the interior in favour of the garden 
in the back. Great way for Catholics to change their Sunday 
morning routine... QOpen 09:00 - 22:00. PAUEBW
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 Klub Re D-3, ul. Św. Krzyża 4, tel. 012 431 08 81, 
www.klubre.pl. Your standard Krakowian cellar bar in most 
respects, Re is a standout for two reasons. The first is its 
success in bring touring international acts to Kraków: some 
of the city's most exciting and memorable concerts happen 
at this small venue, including contemporary indy bands from 
America and abroad. The second is its beer garden, which at 
one time ranked as the best in Kraków, but has sadly been 
encroached on by the neighbouring English Football Club and 
Rooster. Still, this tree-filled courtyard is as pleasant a place 
as you'll find for a drink with friends on an amiable afternoon.
QOpen 12:00 - 02:00. EW

 Lizard King C-2, ul. Św. Tomasza 11a, tel. 0 669 45 26 
36, www.lizardking.pl. Following their success in Poznań 
and Łódz, Lizard King has brought music to the masses of 
Kraków, largely deprived of a proper rock venue until now. Free 
entry to see their nightly noisy Polish rock acts has already 
made this place immensely popular, despite the expensive 
beer and cocktails. An abundance of balconies and tables 
leading to a large stage with an old-school LED display pixelat-
ing behind it make up the head-banging burnt sienna interior. 
Arrive early or reserve a table if you have more than a passing 
interest in the evening's performance. QOpen 12:00 - 03:00, 
Fri, Sat 12:00 - 04:00. PAEXW

 Lokator D-7, ul. Krakowska 27, www.lokator.pointblue.
com.pl. One of Kraków's most unique venues, Lokator is a 
veritable independent culture centre for art, film, music and 
publishing. Despite being a bit on the fringe of the city's 
nightlife scene, Lokator has nonetheless survived thanks to 
an insular, yet perseverant creative community that organises 
and supports its events, including concerts, film screenings, 
gallery openings and the publication of a bi-monthly culture 
magazine, 'Mrówkojad' (Anteater). Laid-back yet refined, 
Lokator features red walls covered in silk-screened prints by 
in-house artists, an upright piano and an especially dark and 
mysterious beer garden. The bookshop (Tues-Sun, 12-18) is 
a more recent addition where you can buy books from their 
own publishing company. Recommended. QOpen 10:00 - 
01:00. EBX

 M Club C-2, ul. Św. Tomasza 11a, tel. 012 431 00 49, 
www.mclub.pl. Guests get buzzed through a glass door be-
fore being led down the stairs by a tall hostess who would be 
equally at home on the centerfold of a magazine. Supremely 
classy M Bar is a great detour from Kraków's student infested 
cellar drinking pits, and the perfect escape from the stags that 
vomit on the streets outside. Find stick thin girls dressed to 
kill in the latest labels reclining on leather seating, checking 
their lippy in the mirrors on the walls, while adept bar staff 
bring the cocktail of their choice to the glass topped tables. 
Enjoy whispered conversation in the red lit corners while sex 
music purrs in the background. QOpen 15:00 - 02:00, Fri, 
Sat 15:00 - 05:00. Closed Mon, Tue, Sun. PABXW

 Nic Nowego (Nothing New) D-3, ul. Św. Krzyża 15, 
tel. 012 421 61 88, www.nicnowego.com. Similar to a 
cosmopolitan Dublin Bar, the Irish-owned Nic Nowego con-
tinues to serve as the expat community's primary source 
of hangovers. Black-clad candidates for Miss Polska serve 
up a wicked array of drinks from behind a sleek metallic bar, 
including the best Guinness in Poland, while Sky Sports keeps 
a largely foreign audience captivated. A sadly necessary ‘No 
Stags' policy keeps things gentlemanly and propping up the 
bar you'll find a range of characters from loyal customers 
who've been rewarded with their own fridge, to bleary-eyed 
lads who've just blithely missed their return flight. Recom-
mended.QOpen 07:00 - 02:00, Fri 07:00 - 03:00, Sat, Sun 
10:00 - 03:00. AW

 Non Iron D-3, ul. Św. Marka 27, tel.  012 429 41 98. A 
small, dingy, obscure locals bar, there's one reason and one 
reason only why you should visit Non Iron. Not the atmo-
sphere, not the company, music, design or sports bar angle, 
but for cheap, delicious beer. Here you'll find dark and amber 
ales from Kraków's old Smocza Jama brewery (12zł/litre), 
Kozel, and other Czech and local microbrews sadly absent 
elsewhere in the city - and all served on draft into beautiful 
beer steins. Touting itself as a sports bar, there is indeed a 
tele streaming snooker, footie, rugby or some other match of 
maximum irrelevance, but the old timers snorting beer foam 
at the bar would hardly notice. If you've been boozing in PL 
long enough, you may find yourself sympathising with them 
on an uncrowded afternoon when a beer here with your back 
to the boob-box becomes the most rewarding moment of 
your week. QOpen 14:00 - 24:00, Sat, Sun 12:00 - 24:00.

 Oldsmobil Pub D-3, ul. Św. Tomasza 31, tel. 012 425 
40 00. Two sections; a traditional wooden bar area in the first, 
complete with a small screen to watch any sports action, and 
booth seating in the side room. A car theme prevails throughout 
with sepia pictures of vintage cars filling the ochre coloured 
walls. Prop up the bar with the locals while staff fix cocktails 
like ‘Sex in a car,' or enjoy the largest selection of whiskies in 
town.QOpen 12:00 - 03:00, Sat, Sun 16:00 - 03:00. PX

 One Lounge C-3, Rynek Główny 42, tel. 012 374 13 52. 
This narrow lounge bar in one of the Rynek's most coveted 
locales seems to be looking down its nose at everyone else. 
Set in an early 16th century palace, One Lounge has gone 
minimal modern with an interior of white walls and white 
leather loveseats with skinny glass tables. While it's all quite 
comfortable, it does an impressive job of rendering one of 
Kraków's most storied buildings utterly soulless. Fortunately 
you can escape to seasonal seating right on the market 

square, but there's no lack of that nearby. If you want to pay 
the highest prices on the Rynek, might as well do it in the 
Rynek's most pretentious interior. Against the white backdrop 
everyone's still sure to notice your spending power. QOpen 
08:00 - 24:00. PAXSW

 Pauza C-2, ul. Floriańska 18/3, www.pauza.pl. One 
of the trendiest drinking dens in the Old Town, head to this 
unmarked first floor bar to feel like you're 'in the know.' Full of 
stylish haircuts and sexy dresses, Pauza twins as a photog-
raphy gallery with perfectly illuminated high-quality exhibitions, 
making the hipsters feel justifiably art-smart. Furnishings are 
modern with low loveseats and stools and some enviable 
tables in the windows overlooking Floriańska. Despite an 
atrocious queue for the toilet and typically trendy house 
music, this is one of the best hangout spots in the Old Town.
QOpen 10:00 - 24:00, Sun 12:00 - 24:00. W

 Pergamin (The Parchment) C-3, ul. Bracka 3-5, tel. 
0 600 39 55 41, www.pergamin.pl. Take a seat at the bar 
to allow the staff their moment of glory as they spin bottles in 
a bid to create the perfect cocktail. Elsewhere find secluded 
corners aplenty, scarlet colours and clubbish background 
sounds stoking the temperature. The perfect pre-party 
spot on a street that has emerged as many people's abiding 
memory of club Kraków. QOpen 10:00 - 04:00. PABW

 Philo D-3, ul. Św. Tomasza 30/2, tel. 0 513 06 79 96. 
Comfortably off the Old Town high streets, Philo's polished 
woods, beige leather seating, beavy of bookshelves and 
top-mark house tunes played at chill-out volume attract a 
crowd of students and dropouts engaged in deep discussion 
while earnestly working their way through a pack of ciga-
rettes. An ideal place to build your reputation as a hard-living 
intellectual.Q Open 24hrs. PEW

 Boogie Cafè Resto Bar D-3, ul. Szpitalna 9, tel. 
012 429 43 06, www.boogiecafe.pl. Cream and black 
colour schemes, lacquered surfaces and pictures of jazz 
legends combine to create the seductive atmosphere of 
one of Kraków’s top jazz bars. Lacking a proper stage, 
jazz vixens wail by the piano (which inconspicuously does 
its best impression of a table) on Thursday and Friday 
nights: most often adorable young Polish vocalists with 
their funny-looking accompanist, neither of whom take 
themselves too seriously. Stick around late enough and 
they might let you steal the microphone...QOpen 10:00 
- 02:00, Mon 11:00 - 02:00, Thu, Fri, Sat 10:00 - 03:00. 
PAUEBXW

 Harris Piano Jazz Bar C-3, Rynek Główny 28, tel. 
012 421 57 41, www.harris.krakow.pl. This smokey 
downstairs jazz den is frequent host to outstanding 
concerts, yet remains one of our least favourite venues 
thanks to the small, cluttered seating arrangement: If 
you haven’t reserved a table for the show, you’ll find 
nowhere to sit and if you have reserved a chair, once 
you take a seat you’ve no chance of getting up again. 
Aggravating the dilemma are the girls on the market 
square baiting more and more tourists past the ticket 
vendors where they’ll then have no view of the action. 
Though Harris can be hotter than a suana in summer, 
it serves as a great winter bolthole best enjoyed when 
musicians are at the bar, not on stage.QOpen 13:00 - 
02:00. PEXW

 Piec’Art C-3, ul. Szewska 12, tel. 012 429 64 25, 
www.piecart.pl. The most attractive of Kraków’s jazz 
dens, and as such a honeypot for pompous, preened 
jazz know-it-alls. The vaulted interiors make for great 
acoustics and frequently attract the biggest names in 
the city during Wednesday and Thursday night concerts, 
but stand warned about the rife snobbism of punters and 
staff alike. QOpen 12:00 - 02:00.  PAEX

 Showtime C-3, Rynek Główny 28, tel. 012 421 47 
14. Tread along a red-carpeted stairwell under a row of il-
luminated zebra heads before entering live music heaven. 
Jazz age nudes painted by Lempicka line the walls, and 
the interiors are a beginners guide to decadence: gilt 
frames, crimson seats and wood beamed ceilings dating 
from centuries past. Concerts take place each night, while 
an over 21 door policy discourages Kraków’s tracksuit 
teens from setting their trainers inside. QOpen 19:00 - 
02:30, Fri, Sat 19:00 - 04:00. PEW

 Stalowe Magnolie (Steel Magnolias) C-2, ul. 
Św. Jana 15, tel. 012 422 84 72, www.stalowem-
agnolie.com. Not dissimilar to a Parisian brothel, the 
interior of this legendary venue is an appealing blend 
of scarlet fabrics and deep sofas, with jewel-encrusted 
pictureframes and strings of red fairy lights hanging 
from wrought iron fixtures. Instruments cling to the walls 
as a team of young waitresses in evening dress bring 
premium-priced drinks to your table. The live music is 
frequently outstanding, with velvet-voiced chanteuses 
crooning into the night to the appreciative applause of 
sharply attired couples and Rolexed businessmen. A 
small fee gets you into the VIP section with its own DJ 
station and bar, where plush, silk-canopied beds forbid 
bashful behavior.QOpen 18:00 - 02:00, Fri, Sat 18:00 
- 04:00. PAEX

Jazz Clubs
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 Salt & Co B-4, ul. Straszewskiego 17 (Radisson SAS 
Hotel), tel. 012 618 88 88, www.radissonsas.com. 
Drinking in the Radisson is as therapeutic as a shot of valium. 
Pleasantly protected from the elements outside Salt & Co 
comes with a bright interior complimented by seats in dark 
violet. Modern art hangs from the walls, some of which were 
made using salt directly from the Wieliczka Mine. Polite staff 
serve a choice of Cohiba cigars while fixing complicated 
cocktails, and soft jazz and suchlike slides from the speakers. 
QOpen 09:00 - 01:00, Sun 09:00 - 24:00. PAUEXW

 SomePlace Else A-5, ul. Powiśle 7 (Sheraton Kraków 
Hotel), tel. 012 662 16 70, www.sheraton.com/krakow. 
Nine plasma screens for live sports, friendly staff and a quality 
menu of bar eats that steers towards the Tex-Mex end of the 
spectrum make SPE an easy place to witness your 'down time' 
overpower whatever itinerary you thought you had in Kraków. 
The list of world beers goes above and beyond the usual choice 
of local liquids, and the American interior is a combo of Yank 
road signs and pics of rock'n'roll heroes. Though not open 
late, this low-key expat and itinerants bar is still your best bet 
for convincing the staff to help you watch your favourite MLB, 
NFL or NBA team in action.QOpen 12:00 - 24:00, Mon, Sun 
12:00 - 23:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 - 01:00. PAUBX

 Spokój C-3, ul. Bracka 3-5, tel. 012 430 07 28, www.
spokoj.pl. Play out scenes from ‘The Spy Who Shagged Me' 
inside this trip back to the 60s. Brown and orange colours 
permeate throughout, and authentic touches come in the 
way of vintage radios rescued from the attic, furry disco balls 
and a zany choice of colours. But this place is no junk store 
throwback, the interior looks sharp and snappy, complimented 
by music that runs from funk to disco to jazz, making it popular 
with fresh young hipsters-in-training. QOpen 10:00 - 02:00, 
Fri 10:00 - 04:00, Sat 12:00 - 04:00, Sun 12:00 - 02:00. W

 Sports Pub C-4, ul. Grodzka 50, tel. 012 422 40 73, www.
sportspub.pl. This formerly characterless cellar has been filled 
with the requisite memorabilia, a billiards table, foosball table (free!) 
and 6 LED TVs to give you an alternative to some of Kraków's more 
stag-happy sports pubs. The teles aren't huge, but there is a three 
metre projection screen ready for the big match; that said, we can 
imagine things getting pretty cramped. This stands as a better 
place to find some casual sports cameraderie, with a seemingly 
even split between locals and foreingers. Play Pro Evo for free on 
Mondays, tournaments are Tuesday. QOpen 13:00 - 01:00. W

 Święta Krowa (The Holy Cow) C-2, ul. Floriańska 16, 
tel. 012 429 59 51. Perhaps the most enchanting and laidback 
bar in the Old Town, Święta Krowa is an intoxicating alchemic 
elixir of alcohol, incense, candlelight, cloves and ambient eastern 
grooves. Hidden in a small, soulful brick cellar off Floriańska, The 
Holy Cow inhabits two oriental sitting rooms slung with prayer 
flags, low cushioned stools and two lofted lounge areas. Amiable 
barmen conjure a range of invigorating alcohol infusions and in 
winter this is the perfect hideaway for a hot krupnik (and maybe 
an opium nap). We miss the terrarium, but Święta Krowa is still a 
highly recommended cult hangout. QOpen 12:00 - 03:00. EW

 Tajemniczy Ogród (The Secret Garden) C-3, ul. 
Bracka 3-5, tel. 012 430 67 76, www.tajemniczyogrod.
pl. The secret is out on this one: with Tajemniczy Ogród's 
wicker and parasol courtyard as an anchor, the surrounding 
tenements of this hip hangout on ul. Bracka have gotten 
their own liquor licenses and conspired to create the most 
happening section of the Old Town. A bar and cafe, Tajemnicy 
Ogród is mostly a place to see and be scene, especially in 
the summer when the chlorophyllous courtyard is full of free 
spirits and artists. A more low-profile location in Kazimierz at 
Plac Nowy 9. QOpen 09:00 - 02:00, Fri 09:00 - 03:00, Sat 
10:00 - 03:00, Sun 10:00 - 02:00. AUBW

 The Legends C-3, ul. Szczepańska 3, tel. 0 695 358 
578. Celebrating the music of the 70s, 80s and 90s, one 
soon notices that the rock legends of the late 60s are sorely 
lacking from the cheesy playlist of this dingy brick cellar plas-
tered with press photos of the said legends: everyone from 
The Boss to Freddie Mercury. Wednesday and Sundays are 
unlikely standouts thanks to just plain silly karaoke nights, and 
a trip to this unpretentious basement is a great way to find out 
what was popular in Poland while you were listening to the Talk-
ing Heads and Elvis Costello. QOpen 17:00 - 05:00. PW

 Tram Bar C-3, ul. Stolarska 11, tel. 012 423 22 55, 
www.trambar.pl. You will love the menu, a faithful reproduc-
tion of the Kraków transport map with station names replaced 
by drinks. Next stop, Herb and Honey Coffee? Located next to 
the US Consulate it is alternative without going over the top: 
you can escape the standard Kraków crowd here but avoid 
the more artsy types who make so many places in the city 
unbearable. Decent music gets played on Friday and Saturday 
nights when it becomes one of the top venues in the Old 
Town. QOpen 07:30 - 24:00, Sat, Sun 11:00 - 24:00. AW

 Vis a Vis C-3, Rynek Główny 29, tel. 012 422 69 61. Per-
haps the only space on the Rynek to survive Kraków's tourist 
boom with its scummy integrity intact, Vis a Vis is a timeless 
local favourite unhesitantly happy to tell foriegners to piss off 
while indulging pensioned Polish drunkards until their heads hit 
the beermat. Sadly forced to inflate to 8zł a pint, this is still the 
cheapest drink on the Rynek, making its outdoor tables the first 
you should look for a seat in before sending your most com-
petent compatriot to fetch a drink inside the small stool-laden 
bar where watching the local barflies makes for an intriguing 
social study. One of the few remaining remnants of the 'real 
Kraków' that the Rynek has left. QOpen 08:00 - 23:00. UW

ul. Św. Jana 18Tel. 012 422 61 01012 422 82 99www.podpapugami.krakow.pl

Open: Mon – Sun 12.00 – Till the last guest

nana 1818

Irish Pub
Certified quality Guinness, a wide range of whiskey, live Irish 
music and live sports on a big screen in a great atmosphere 
in one of Krakow’s oldest and biggest pubs.

• Two bars • Pool • Darts
• SKY – TV (All matches shown)

Darts
hes shown)

 Piękny Pies C-2, ul. Sławkowska 6a, www.piekny-pies.pl. 
Such was the outcry when this cult venue was forced to change 
locations a few years back that many responded as if they had 
lost their favourite drinking buddy to an untimely overdose. Well, 
he's back and his tolerance is stronger than ever. Full of the 
same unwashed artists and Dylan Thomas impersonators on 
the muralled ground floor, Piękny Pies 2.0 draws a fair number of 
students to its downstairs dancefloor where DJs play party hits 
on weekends, in addition to occassional live acts. Essentially by 
drunks, for drunks, you can disregard the listed hours: this place 
never closes and continues to be the best choice in the Old Town 
for a late night, but not a nightclub. Slop factor: 5 out of 5.QOpen 
12:00 - 02:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 - 04:00. PUE

 Pod Papugami Irish Pub C-2, ul. Św. Jana 18, tel. 012 
422 61 01, www.podpapugami.krakow.pl. You may re-
member Pod Papugami as an underground labyrinth filled with 
foggy alcoves and dark tunnels. Well they've since expanded, 
taking control of the ground floor space and doubling their 
capacity. Refurbed full of carved wood, blackened pots and 
even a set of 19th century golf clubs, this is nothing less than 
the full diddly-di experience - right down to those posters of 
a toucan with a pint of black stuff balanced on his beak. The 
Guinness here stands alongside the best, while a healthy 
smattering of plasma screens mean there's no chance of 
putting your neck out while craning over a tall bloke for a 
view of the game. QOpen 12:00 - 02:00. PAEXW

 QUBE A-5, ul. Powiśle 7 (Sheraton Kraków Hotel), tel. 
012 662 16 74, www.sheraton.com.pl/krakow. Beautiful 
waitresses glide around delivering cocktails fixed by expert 
bar staff. Found inside the Sheraton's showpiece atrium, 
QUBE's claim to fame is over 200 brands of vodka, as well 
as a genius resident pianist. QOpen 08:00 - 01:00, Fri, Sat 
08:00 - 02:00. PAUEW
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Clubs
With roughly 120,000 students and a growing tourist 
industry egging it on, Kraków's club scene continues 
to expand beyond reason, with each successive offing 
trying to out-swank its predecessor. The main hedonist 
high streets are Florianska (C-2/3) and Szewska (B-3) 
streets and where narry a medieval cellar has been left 
unthronged by students on a Friday night, or head to the 
tenement at Wielopole 15 (see our box) and work your 
way through four clubs in one building . For the specifics of 
what's on daily check out the English-language where2b.
org website.

 Baccarat C-3, ul. Stolarska 13, tel. 0 695 11 67 60, 
www.baccaratclub.pl. Walk beyond the velvet rope of Bac-
carat and you notice one thing immediately: a lot of money 
has been spent on making this arguably the most stylish and 
extravagant music club in Kraków. Covered in plush upholstery 
and full of fine touches including every elegant chandelier and 
lamp, the giant mirrorball DJ station, and even a room with a 
dancepole and wallsize mirror that can be coyly curtained off, 
Baccarat clearly raises the bar on Kraków's nightlife scene. 
What may not be so self-evident is that this swanky swish 
tank is non-smoking (commence jaw to dropping). Could this 
be the tipping of that first domino that eventually hearkens the 
death of the smokey Krakowian cellar bar? We leave you and 
your potential patronage to ponder that on your own.QOpen 
19:00 - 04:00. Closed Mon, Tue, Wed, Sun. PAEG

 Błędne Koło (Vicious Circle) C-3, ul. Bracka 4 (first 
floor), tel. 0 66 915 67 92, www.blednekolo.pl. Through 
the courtyard and up the stairs on your left, Błędne Koło is 
another Bracka hit enjoying a sound reputation for stellar DJ 
sets and never-ending parties, despite the fact that it's a total 
dive. That said, it's exactly the kind of dive we enjoy - full of 
students, cheap drinks and eclectic above-average music. True, 
the recently renovated interior is thoroughly unimpressive with 
every room looking exactly like the last - red walls, red lighting, 
brown leather couches with cigarette burns and cheap poster-
size portraits of teenage girls on the wall - but the sheer size 
of this first floor tenement is sprawling, overlooking both the 
street and the courtyard with a fantastic balcony. On weekends 
expect to hear it coming a block away, expend some cash at 
the door and miss church in the morning.QOpen 18:00 - 01:00, 
Thu 18:00 - 05:00, Fri, Sat 18:00 - 06:00. PAEXW

NEW

 BonTon C-4, Pl. Dominikański 4, tel. 0 603 123 498. 
BonTon's biggest draw is the daily drink specials luring 
young lads and lasses down the long corridor and into this 
oasis closed off from the rest of the world. A ground floor bar 
features a few tables that make use of the sky as a ceiling, 
while down a unique set of stairs with water flowing under 
them (used for a flirty photo shoot during our visit) you'll find a 
huge dancefloor, a wall of falling water, plenty of seating and a 
bar on top of two enormous fish tanks. It's a decent gimmick 
enhanced by primary colours, giving BonTon a fun atmosphere 
where students move their feet to keep from falling down. 
QOpen 16:00 - 02:00, Sat, Sun 16:00 - 05:00. PAUW

 Cień (Shadow) C-2, ul. Św. Jana 15, tel. 012 422 21 77, 
www.cienklub.com. One of Kraków's best clubs for several 
years running, Cień is a wet dream for foreign lads weaned on 
commercial house music and enjoying favourable exchange 
rates while being fawned over by bombshell blondes who 
make a sport of their sex appeal. It may be all smoke, mirrors 
and false phone numbers under the interrogation lamp of the 
morning, but witness yourself scrambling back for more. More 
posturing than truly exclusive, your impatience with the door 

queue is the most likely thing to keep you out of Cień's dark 
medieval cellars, as long as you've made the effort to look 
the part and can stand up straight.QOpen 21:00 - 06:00, 
Sun 21:00 - 03:00. Closed Mon. PA

 Diva Club C-3, ul. Św. Tomasza 20, tel. 0 515 232 744, 
www.divaclub.pl. Not as glam as the name suggests, Diva 
is actually less over-the-top than other recent openings. The 
primary fetish here is for disco balls which Diva uses - 20 at 
a time - in leiu of chandeliers; and to great effect too. Full of 
points of light, the main draw of this underground music club 
is the main room and its matrix of low, backless beige sofas 
where conversation is easily struck and cocktails quickly 
drunk before mixing it up on the adjoining dancefloor of ex-
ploding LED lights and lithe bodies. QOpen 20:00 - 03:00, 
Fri, Sat 20:00 - 06:00. PAE

 Drukarnia J-4, ul. Nadwiślańska 1, tel. 012 656 65 60, 
www.drukarnia-podgorze.pl. What began as a cosy cafe 
and jazz club has morphed into something much more thanks 
to persistent expansion, and remains basically the first and 
last port of call for those on the piss in Podgórze. Three unique 
venues in one, Drukarnia's ground floor features a candlelit, 
antique-laden cafe leading on to a surprisingly long American-
style tandem bar more focussed on fancy drinks. The massive 
downstairs still hosts regular concerts, but has become more 
noteworthy for outrageous dance parties packed full of prime 
meat on weekends. Though views of the river and skyline from 
the plethora of outdoor seating on its picturesque street are 
currently disrupted by work on a new pedestrian bridge that 
will link it to Kazimierz, Drukarnia's status as an exciting and 
diverse dram house worth visiting are well-ensured. QOpen 
09:00 - 01:00, Fri, Sat 09:00 - 04:00. PAUEW

 Enso A-1, ul. Karmelicka 52, tel. 012 633 65 20, www.
ensoclub.com. Open Friday's and Saturday's only, but well 
worth saving yourself for. This place has made a hot start, 
attracting a young, well groomed crowd of beautiful things. 
A lot of effort has been paid to the design, which can best be 
described as futuristic, and the sound system is top notch. 
Clearly it's cocktails that are the order of the day here, and the 
bar staff aren't afraid to experiment. QOpen 21:00 - 04:00. 
Closed Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu, Sun. PYAXW

 Frantic C-3, ul. Szewska 5, tel. 0 790 53 93 30, www.
frantic.pl. Dance alongside hourglass figures in what has 
roared back from a recent refurb to reassert itself as one 
of Kraków's best clubs/meat markets. The redesign is your 
typical Kraków cellar contrast of rough exposed rock, modern-
minimal decór and illuminated boxes, but the newly installed 
soundsystem has lured the best DJs around to put together 
a regular programme of top parties for Polish pussycats and 
their savvy suitors. A feast of flesh and fast times for those 
with well-rehearsed chat-up lines eager to jump inside the 
cat's pajamas. QOpen 20:00 - 03:00. Closed Mon, Sun. 
PAEXW

 Gorączka (Fever) B-3, ul. Szewska 7, tel. 012 421 92 
61, www.goraczka.com.pl. This main line meatmarket is full 
of eager students, men with wandering hands, sweaty couples 
making out and an overabundance of dudes with spikey hair. If 
you aren't keen to dance there's really no place to hide in this rela-
tively small cellar club where extremely loud music is managed 
by quality DJs keeping the flesh in friction with proven dance hits 
rather than whatever rubbish they think is popular in London right 
now. It's a playful atmosphere and you're guaranteed to have a 
drink spilled on you, but nonetheless, you've got every reason 
to feel bad about yourself if you're heading home alone. Be 
prepared to show ID and don't be surprised to see a streetfight 
out front. QOpen 17:00 - 04:00, Fri, Sat 17:00 - 05:00. PAG

InBlanco Club & Cafe
ul. Jagiellońska 6

Kraków
tel/fax: 12 421 06 54
tel: +48 660 445 300
info@inblanco.com.pl
www.inblanco.com.pl



92 NIGHTLIFE

Kraków In Your Pocket krakow.inyourpocket.com

93NIGHTLIFE

October - November 2009krakow.inyourpocket.com

Modern and spacious interior with friendly, professional 
service × Business meetings × Stag parties × Go-go dancing

Night Club Vip - ul. Sw. Filipa 7, tel. 510 490 510
www.nightclubvip.pl

 InBlanco B-2, ul. Jagiellońska 6, www.inblanco.com.
pl. Heard from blocks away, this downstairs club boasts a top 
notch sound system from which DJs drop the umpts-umpts on 
an unabashed student crowd slopping up the pink dancefloor 
during regular party nights. Visually the interior’s a bit of a 
dump, with crushed glass details, gangster murals and FTV - 
overconsumption of which is hazardous to your self-image and 
your fashion sense. Still, worth a try on weeknights - you’ll know 
if there’s a party happening. Conversation is impossible, but 
you didn’t come hear to relax, did you? QOpen 14:00 - 05:00.

NEW

 Łódż Kaliska C-3, ul. Floriańska 15, tel. 012 422 70 42, 
www.lodzkaliska.pl. Having achieved cult status in Łódż with 
their eponymous club, the vanguard Łódż Kaliska art collective 
came to Kraków to give us this gleamer full of antique furnish-
ings, glass and chrome, smoke and mirrors, bare bums and 
absurdist art. Indeed, the entire labyrinthine cellar is decked in 
the veteran art group's work, which creates a beautifully bal-
anced low-brow-high-art concept largely through an outlandish 
abundance of boobs indifferent to their own exposure, and has 
succeeded in attracting Kraków's bohemian savant set. A de-
liberately disorienting use of glass and mirrors makes the club 
a potential deathtrap for blind drunks, and the toilets employ 
the mindtrick of two-way mirrors to make you think the whole 
place is watching you pop your squat. A great dancefloor devoid 
of house anthems with a lofted DJ station and stage for live 
concerts helps make Łódż Kaliska a multifunctional must-see 
venue - the most exciting to open in Kraków for a long time. 
QOpen 18:00 - 05:00. AEW

 Ministerstwo (The Ministry) C-3, ul. Szpitalna 1, tel. 
012 429 67 90, www.klubministerstwo.pl. A well-loved 
design in this subterranean sinners' resort features lots of 
tile, gold brick, exposed rock, two bars, two DJ stations and 
raised seating areas to retreat from the dancefloor action 
where an eclectic range of funk, old school and break beats 
are likely to lur you. The smell of Tabasco from 'mad dog' shots 
lingers at the bar where bronze ass-groping barstools give 
you a free frisking. Always packed with students and party 
people, Ministerstwo hosts the city's best midweek party on 
otherwise sleepy Tuesday nights and the laidback upstairs 
garden is one of the best kept secrets in Kraków during the 
warmer months. QOpen 17:00 - 05:00.

 Mirror Club C-3, Rynek Główny 6, tel. 0 512 48 88 82. 
White is apparently the new black as this interior exercise in silver, 
white, gold and...white once again affirms. A large cellar lounge 
with high arching ceilings, white walls, stools and loveseats, 
colour-changing lamps and lots of reflective surfaces, for all of 
its lookers and looking glasses, Mirror Club's biggest attribute 
is outside. What was already one of the best beer gardens in 
the Old Town (shared with Budda Bar) just got hotter with DJs 
hustling house music both above and below ground on week-
ends. QOpen 21:00 - 05:00. Closed Mon, Tue, Wed, Sun. PA

 One Club C-3, Rynek Główny 42, tel. 012 374 13 00, 
www.oneclub.pl. Descend a level from One Lounge and 
you've traded the white stools for black in this posh new cellar 
club for 'young managers.' The main design detail of One Club 
is the thin illuminated strands hanging from the corners of the 
high vaulted ceilings; dangerously similar to Christmas lights, 
but successful in their slight novelty. Marble floors, crystal 
chandeliers, an unapproachable 'Versace Diamond VIP Room,' 
a cocktail list 100 drinks deep and nightly house music DJ sets 
have One Club hoping to set a higher standard of exclusivity, 
and judging from a look around - it's working; Kraków's newly 
minted all seem to be on the outside looking elsewhere (prob-
ably at their own clubs).QOpen , Wed 20:00 - 01:00, Thu, Fri, 
Sat 20:00 - 04:00. Closed Mon, Tue, Sun. PAG

 Pod Jaszczurami (Under the Lizard) C-3, Rynek 
Główny 8, tel. (+48) 12 292 22 02, www.instytusz-
tuki.pl. Pod Jasczurami continues to do a roaring trade 
with Kraków’s students and passing tourists. Beer stained 
posters promote upcoming gigs, and the stage often finds 
itself turned into an impromptu dance arena. Effectively a 
smoky extension of the university common room, Under 
The Lizard is more of a drunk tank than a think tank, and 
an uncomplicated spot for a good night. QOpen 10:00 
- 01:00, Thu, Fri 10:00 - 04:00, Sat 11:00 - 04:00, Sun 
11:00 - 01:00. AE

 Prozak C-4, Pl. Dominikański 6, tel. 012 429 11 28, 
www.prozak.pl. Once ‘A-list' now generally regarded 
as ‘A miss,' Prozak's main contribution to Kraków's 
nightli fe these days is to siphon off a significant num-
ber of the prats. Formerly the cult domain of Kraków's 
saucy lookers the clientele has now nearly entirely been 
replaced by four-sheeted foreigners trying to find room 
in their phones for the false numbers of the local dolls 
gladly accepting drinks from them. An impressive maze 
of rooms over two levels includes four bars and several 
dancefloors where DJs rattle the decks with pulsating 
house and techno until the natural selection of those 
with blondes and those with kebabs takes place in the 
blurry light of another dawn.QOpen 20:00 - 04:00, Fri, 
Sat 20:00 - 06:00. PAEW

 Rdza (Rust) C-3, ul. Bracka 3-5, tel. 0 600 39 55 41, 
www.rdza.pl. This cave-like basement with a door queue 
rates as one of the best clubs on call in Krakow. Look your 
best to make it past face control then take your place on 
the dance floor alongside delicious looking party creatures. 
Imported DJs and the cream of Polish house music keep the 
party rocking into silly o'clock. QOpen 19:00 - 04:00. Closed 
Mon, Tue, Wed, Sun. PA

 Shakers B-3, ul. Szewska 5 (first floor), tel. 012 
428 55 88, www.shakers.com.pl. Actually the name 
references the cocktail twisting barstaff, but there are still 
plenty of shimmying posteriors in here. Shakers is your 
classic Cracowian cocktail club: just snooty enough for the 
concept to succeed, but not so up it's own...shaker that 
you won't have a great time. DJ nights range from funk to 
electro, with the action happening on an intimate dance-
floor between the bar and posh toilets. Cocktails range 
from 18 to 27zł and the though the list isn't so creative the 
bartenders put on an impressive juggling show. Violet walls, 
black booths with gaudy gold pillows that match the round 
gold tables and the ubiquitous FTV make up the decor of 
this velvet rope affair. Dole out the 1100zł for a bottle of 
Dom Perignon and you've got a free invite to the swanky 
VIP room.QOpen 18:00 - 03:00, Fri, Sat 18:00 - 06:00. 
Closed Mon. PAW

 Barolo A-4, ul. Zwierzyniecka 23, tel. 012 357 31 
83, www.barolo-bar.com. Continuing Kraków’s Italian 
obsession, Barolo gives you all the arsenal you need to 
explain to the missus why you haven’t taken her on that 
trip to Tuscany. Really, what sense is airfare when you can 
stop in this place for a fine coffee, snack throughout the 
day on paninis, bruschetta and antipasti, enjoy a glass of 
wine from the region of your choice, and on your way out 
grab a few gifts from the specialty food shelves in order to 
convince your friends and family that the honeymoon was 
a good one. Just make sure they don’t catch you imbibing 
burgundy in the clean, modern interior when passing by 
the wall-length windows. QOpen 07:00 - 01:00. AGS

 Vinoteka 13 C-3, Rynek Główny 13 (Pasaż 13), tel. 
012 617 02 50, www.vinoteka13.pl. This tasteful bar 
marries the posh delikatessen and wine shop it lies between 
offering tortes and paninis, as well as wine by the glass. 
Located in Kraków’s nicest shopping mall, drinking wine 
under a stairwell has never been this classy and makes for 
a welcome break from being teased by the 3000zł shoes 
for sale nearby. QOpen 11:00 - 21:00, Sun 11:00 - 17:00.

 Wine Garage H-1, ul. Józefitów 8, tel. 0 606 74 55 
47, www.biowina.pl. A unique wine bar/shop dedicated 
to organic, biodynamic and free trade wines coming from 
monasteries and independent vintners across Europe. 
Those with a burgundy nose will immediately recognise it 
as one of the most exceptional collections they’ve seen 
and the modern interior provides no reason not to uncork 
one at once.QOpen 12:00 - 20:00. Closed Sun. AGW

Wine Bars

 Night Club VIP C-1, ul. Św. Filipa 7, tel. 0 510 49 05 
10, www.nightclubvip.pl. Returning this part of town to 
its red-light roots, VIP has taken over this former gay bar, 
renovated the space to feel more modern and spacious, 
and filled it with scantily clad women. Get buzzed in to 
this underground grotto of blue walls and black lights, a 
long bar, leather couches and illuminated tables to get 
yourself a lap dance or personal striptease. Mondays 
and Tuesdays, 30% off entrance and drinks. QOpen 
21:00 - 04:00. PA

Adult Entertainment
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sweatfest, this one lined with red fur. Broken vinyl records 
and screenprints of Stevie Wonder, James Brown and com-
pany make up the rest of the decor, but not enough of the 
playlist, which - while funky - seems to be circumnavigating 
the golden hits you’re expecting. Still, the dancefloor gets 
bumpin’ on weekends with inspired feel-good DJ sets. 
QOpen 18:00 - 02:00.

 Kawiarnia Naukowa E-6, ul. Jakuba 29-31, tel. 0 602 
10 35 26, www.myspace.com/kawiarnianaukowa. 
More Kazimierz weirdness dished up inside a blackened 
room decorated with flagstones and a tombstone-style 
table. The live music and DJ sets are totally bonkers, and 
more than compensate for what is otherwise a plain bar. 
Everyone’s welcome, but if you really want to fit in get your 
nose pierced and stagger around a bit. QOpen 18:00 - 
03:00. UEX

 La Habana D-6, ul. Miodowa 22, tel. 0 602 19 25 82. 
This Cuban bar and neighbouring ‘Propaganda’ seem to har-
bor a certain longing for oppressive regimes; fittingly, they’re 
both a bit dark and downtrodden these days. While Propa-
ganda has always been a hole, La Habana accomplishes 
a sort of dingy cheerfulness with a few token palm leaves, 
friendly barmen, flirty expats and pictures of Cuban life. Here 
you can enjoy salsa and rumba sounds, potent mojitos and 
a unique menu of beer cocktails. Most curious are Tuesday 
evenings when a local fortuneteller splays her tarot cards 
on one of the tables; the queue to have a reading is several 
hours long and the fee is up to you.QOpen 09:00 - 01:00, 
Fri, Sat 09:00 - 03:00. UX

 Le Scandale D-6, Pl. Nowy 9, tel. 012 430 68 55, 
www.lescandale.pl. Some of the best cocktails - test the 
Bahama Mama - in Kraków served inside a series of rooms 
that throng with Bond girls and people who look like they may 
well be minor celebs. Canvas sheets cover the ceilings, and 
the curtained off rooms are home to low-level sofas and the 
occasional Persian rug. This is modern Kraków at its stron-
gest. You may not want to leave. QOpen 08:00 - 03:00, Fri, 
Sat 08:00 - 05:00. PAUXW

 Les Couleurs D-6, ul. Estery 10, tel. 012 429 42 70. The 
quintessential thinking man’s cafe, Les Couleurs is a special 
favourite among Kraków’s aging, dog-faced bohemians, 
androgynous hipsters who wear oversized, non-prescription 
glasses and anyone with a laptop. Plastered with classic 
French posters and photos of Serge Gainsbourg, Kazimierz’s 
most well-lit bar - and one of it’s most well-loved - is an any-
time affair where cigarettes, coffee, beer, bile and blood are 
as interchangable and easily confused as work, pleasure and 
art; as day and night. Recommended. QOpen 07:00 - 24:00, 
Sat, Sun 08:00 - 24:00. XW

 Miejsce (The Place) D-6, ul. Estery 1, tel. 0 783 
09 60 16, www.miejsce.com.pl. Opened by the own-
ers of a retro interior decor store by the same name, 
Miejsce instantly established itself as Kraków’s hipster 
headquarters. With half the patrons not hesitating to go 
behind the bar themselves, here you’ve put yourself at 
the centre of a closely-knit social scene, which a flapper 
dress or oversized spectacles and tight pants will ease 
your integration into, if that’s the goal. Decked out in a 
rainbow of chairs and lamps of different shapes and sizes, 
offset by hastily painted white walls and fantastic Polish 
film posters, Miejsce is effortlessly original with a post-
industrial artsy atmosphere that makes a nice departure 
from the brooding, gloomy nostalgia of the district’s other 
offerings.QOpen 10:00 - 01:00, Thu, Fri, Sat 10:00 - 02:00. 
AUBXW

 Mleczarnia D-6, ul. Meiselsa 20, tel. 012 421 85 32, 
www.mle.pl. The most glorious beer graden in Kraków, 
and right next to the site of several scenes in Spielberg’s 
Schindler’s List. If that parade gets rained on, take solace 
in the cross street interior with an Old World atmosphere 
of candlelight, rickety furniture, murky portraits, wooden 
floors and wide-open, floor to ceiling street-side windows 
(not to mention the enchanting bathroom). A great place for 
a romantic evening conversation or afternoon coffee with a 
book, this is what the whole of Kazimierz was once about: 
taking things as they come. Recommended. QOpen 10:00 
- 02:00, Fri, Sat 10:00 - 04:00. AW

 Moment E-6, ul. Józefa 26, tel. 0 668 03 40 00, www.
momentcafe.pl. With the success brought by their regular 
following of hipsters and metrosexuals, Moment rolled the 
dice inching closer to Plac Nowy with a space three times 
as large and sunny square-side seating. Now it’s all tourist 
groups and laptoppers - proof nonetheless of a success-
ful move. The dark walled interior with a checkered black 
and white tiled floor gets lots of light and offers plenty of 
reasons to lose track of time, including solid breakfast 
and lunch offerings, evening drink specials, wifi and, dur-
ing our visit, an issue of Polish Playboy peeking out of the 
magazine rack. That and the clutch of inaccurate clocks 
lining the walls, from vintage antique efforts to digital rel-
ics from the 80s Casio age, give you a handy excuse for 
missing your morning-after rendezvous with last night’s 
club conquest.QOpen 09:00 - 01:00, Fri, Sat, Sun 09:00 
- 02:00. PAXW

 Omerta D-6, ul. Warszauera 3 (entrance from ul. Kupa), 
tel. 0 501 64 84 78, www.omerta.com.pl. Easy to over-
look thanks to a tired mafia theme, Omerta comes replete 
with pics and quotes from The Godfather, and a dapper little 
armchair positioned on a raised bit of staging for any visiting 
Dons. Despite the lack of originality, the atmosphere is ace 
thanks to well-tempered locals lured by the best beer list in 
town. A lesson in local beermanship, almost all of the 50+ ales 
are Polish and the menu breaks them into categories, even 
ranking them for you; discover the joy of ‘ciemne miodowy’ 
(dark honey beer). Repeat visits are inevitable and encour-
aged.QOpen 16:00 - 24:00. U

 Propaganda E-6, ul. Miodowa 20. The interior is a dingy 
museum of curbside communist scrap, from propaganda 
posters and slashed portraits of Lenin to clunky cameras and 
chunky radios. As rough around the edges as its clientele, 
there’s no lack of menace to the mainstays at the bar and 
you should probably put your galoshes on before entering the 
toilets. The Polish punk, ska and metal on airplay represents 
the taste of the sturdy, tattooed barstaff who won’t hesitate 
to throw you across the room if provoked, yet we can’t help 
but love this completely unpredictable hole-in-the-head dive 
bar.QOpen 11:00 - 03:00. X

 Ptasiek Cafe (Birdy) E-6, ul. Dajwór 3, tel. 012 431 
03 41, www.ptasiek.eu. Thanks to engaged manage-
ment, a great soundsystem and intimate downstairs stage, 
Ptasiek has emerged as one of the best live music venues in 
Kraków, and subsequently a primary hangout for Kraków’s 
young maestros and melodymakers. Wednesday night jam 
sessions show off the best of the music academy with 
tunes grooving well into the morning. The aviary decor is a 
bit off the mark, but fares better upstairs where you’ll find 
the usual Kazimierz knick-knacks amongst black and white 
photos and a couple sofas. With a great atmosphere and 
good people, it’s always a letdown when Ptasiek closes.
QOpen 15:00 - 24:00, Wed 15:00 - 02:00, Fri, Sat 15:00 - 
03:00. PAEXW

When the steady revitalisation of Kraków’s former Jew-
ish district began just over 15 years ago, much of the 
investment came from business owners able to purchase 
derelict buildings, fill them with the curbside detritus 
pervading the area that passes for furniture, add a shelf of 
liquers and presto! - open a dark, dishevelled bar that per-
fectly captured the spirit of the neighbourhood. The district 
quickly became synonymous with cafes choked with 
smoke, candlelight, antiques and bohemians, where under 
the stewardship of alcohol one might be able to commune 
with a lost, forgotten world beneath the haze. As the area’s 
clean-up, aided by the 1993 release of Schindler’s List, 
brought more and more tourists to its historical sights,  
Kazimierz went through a renaissance that saw it quickly 
develop into the city’s hippest neighbourhood. Today the 
area is chock-a-block with bars, clubs and restaurants, 
even ousting the Old Town per square metre, and though 
a trace of that original charisma vanishes with each new 
cocktail bar opening, there is no better place in Kraków for 
a night out. Kazimierz’s history makes it a requisite stop 
for tourists, but it is the district’s nightlife that gives it its 
true vitality and much of the mystique it still carries today.

Bars
 Alchemia E-6, ul. Estery 5, tel. 012 421 22 00, www.
alchemia.com.pl. One of Kraków’s most evocative bars, 
aptly named Alchemia perfectly captures the smokey 
sepia candlelight, forgotten photographs and antique 
intrigues of the former Jewish district. A dim bohemian 
cafe by day with square-side outdoor tables, in the eve-
nings Alchemia’s murky mystique metamorphoses blood 
into beer for the ruddy regulars and increasing number of 
tourists queuing before the indifferent barstaff. The cellar 
plays host to some of the best concerts in town and is 
a prime participant in annual jazz and klezmer festivals. 
Quintessential Kraków.QOpen 09:00 - 04:00, Mon 10:00 
- 04:00. AUEB

 Aloha Café D-6, ul. Miodowa 28a, tel. 012 421 25 89, 
www.alohacafe.pl. This kitschy Hawaiian pub features 
a colourful cocktail list with David Hasselhoff on the front, 
walls adorned with photos of palm-lined beaches and sand 
spread liberally across the floor. Most fun are the telephones 
installed at each table, enabling you to order your next drink 
without getting up, or call the cutie at the next table without 
having to do the hard work of getting her number first. The 
weekend beach parties and luaus beckoning local barefoot 
beauties in coconut bikinis and grass skirts, are an excellent 
excuse to get silly. High five. QOpen 14:00 - 03:00, Fri, Sat 
14:00 - 06:00. PABW

 Eszeweria D-6, ul. Józefa 9, tel. 0 668 41 30 68, www.
myspace.com/eszeweria. Though seemingly oxymoronic, 
Eszeweria actually thrives thanks to the stewardship of ambi-
tious, music-loving bohemians. Perhaps embodying the spirit 
of Kazimierz more than any bar not directly on Plac Nowy, 
Eszeweria’s old world antiques, candleabras, frosty mirrors 
and murky, stencilled walls regularly play host to some of the 
city’s most novel concerts, having become the go-to contact 
for overseas artists slumming around Europe. Though the 
stage (or lack thereof) is awkward, the atmosphere is intimate 
and friendly, and the restroom may be the most romantic in 
town (no wonder there’s a queue). Recommended. QOpen 
11:00 - 02:00. EBXW

 Funky Music Bar D-6, ul. Estery 14, tel. 012 421 
34 70, www.myspace.com/funkymusicbar. With a 
small shot bar upstairs and a piano dangling precariously 
over the descending stairs, Funky is another underground 

 Wielopole 15 (‘The Complex’) D-4, ul. Wielopole 
15. What looks like a dirty, dingy, unkempt tenement from 
the outside, is actually...well, just that, but with thousands 
of people herding themselves through it every weekend. 
One of Kraków’s most legendary late night destinations, 
4 separate clubs sling shots inside the sloppy confines 
of this 3-story fumbling free-for-all. As none employ strict 
face-checks or entry fees, it’s easy to stagger from 
venue to venue (though you can’t take your drink with 
you) - creating a never-ending house party throughout 
the building from 20:00 to 8:00 in the morning every 
uninhibited night of the week.
On the ground floor, Playground represents a more main-
stream, bare-bones Polish discotheque with booming 
techno music, barely-legal girls and messy patrons unable 
to climb the stairs. Should you survive the ascent yourself, 
you’ll find two of Kraków’s more unique clubs: Caryca and 
Łubu-Dubu. On the left, Caryca is the most local of the 
bunch, full of smoking hipsters in a more low-key darkly 
evocative candlelit interior reminiscent of most original 
Kazimierz haunts. Music varies from electro to reggae to 
hardcore techno on the small sweaty dancefloor in the 
back, depending on the order of the evening. Across the 
hall is Łubu-Dubu, a communist-themed disco playing old 
school dance hits like ABBA and MJ. Strewn with second-
hand furnishings, red tide relics and spilt beer, Łubu is a 
contagious, fun-loving venue filled with students, holiday-
makers and mirthy mavens letting their hair down and 
picking their feet up. Should Łubu close its doors on you 
(sometime around 6 am), you can bet your final złoty that 
upstairs Kitsch won’t keep you out. The city’s foremost 
meat-market, Kitsch is often referred to as a gay bar by 
track-suited locals - perhaps the only social group the 
club doesn’t smile upon. A friendly, colourful, fur-fringed 
disco with a massive dancefloor full of foreigners on the 
prowl and dressed-down, sex-up students who’ll make 
out with almost anything including the mirror, Kitsch is a 
sticky-floored, shameless, shambling sex-pit, the likes of 
which you’re not likely to forget. A swarming dancefloor 
with brass poles provides Pole-on-pole action while pop 
hits that cater to the club’s name keep the crowd gyrating. 
While the four clubs are owned separately, they all share 
one thing in common: quite possibly the most offensive 
toilets your five senses have ever had the misfortune of 
encountering. Though the neighbours have been trying 
in vain to shut down this hedonist haven for the last six 
or seven years, Wielopole 15 continues to be the most 
popular party in town; a visit to which any pleasure-seeker 
is obliged to make. Stumble out of the doors on a Sunday 
morning and wander into nearby Hala Targowa’s weekly 
flea market for one of the most absurd bender-enders of 
your blessed little life. Sleeping is giving in...

Wielopole 15
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Archaeologi cal  ev id en ce 
shows that there were settle-
ments in the Kraków area as 
early as the Paleolithic period, 
making it one of Poland‘s old-
est cities. Evidence of a settle-
ment on Wawel Hill dates back 
to 50,000BC. 

1st-4th century 
Kraków settlers trade with the 
Roman Empire. 

9th century 
Pagan Vistulan settlers in 
Kraków are conquered by the 
Great Moravian Empire. 

11th century 
Kraków becomes an important centre of the Polish state 
following the establishment of a bishopric and completion of 
the city‘s first cathedral. Casimir the Restorer makes Kraków 
the capital of Poland. 

12th century 
Boleslaus the Wrymouth‘s testament divides the Polish state 
into separate and sovereign principalities, granting Kraków 
the status of suzerain province. 

13th century 
Starting in 1241 and spanning the next 40 years, the Tatars 
invade Poland three times. Towards the end of the century 
defensive walls are built around Kraków. 

14th century 
From 1333-70 Kazimierz III the Great (1310-70) reigns and 
Wawel Castle is rebuilt in Gothic style. The University of 
Kraków, later to become the Jagiellonian University, is founded 
in 1364. The marriage of Queen Jadwiga and King Jagiello 
starts off more than four centuries of a jointly governed Polish-
Lithuanian state. 

15th century 
Polish-Lithuanian forces defeat Teutonic Knights at the Battle 
of Grunwald (Tannenberg) in 1410, thereby stopping the Ger-
man eastward expansion. 

17th century 
In 1596, King Sigismund Vasa moves the royal court from 
Kraków to Warsaw. 

18th century 
Austria, Prussia and Russia impose the first parti tion 
of Poland in 1772-73. The constitution of May 3, 1791, 
restores hereditary monarchy and reforms the political 
system. The constitution is the second democratic con-
stitution in the world (after the USA‘s), but is shortlived. 
Prussia and Russia carry out a second partition of Poland 
in 1792-93. One year later, in 1795, Austria, Prussia and 
Russia impose a third parti tion of Poland and Kraków 
becomes part of Austria. 

19th century 
Between 1807-15, Napoleon establishes the semi-
independent Duchy of Warsaw which includes Kraków. After 
Napoleon‘s defeat and the Congress of Vienna in 1815, 
Poland is partitioned anew with a large part going to Russia. 
The Republic of Kraków is established as an independent 
entity for a short period between 1815-1846, but the city is 
eventually absorbed into the Austrian partition. 

20th century 
After WWI, partitioned powers collapse and the indepen-
dent Second Polish Republic arises. In 1918, the Austrian 
army in Kraków disarms and Poland regains independence 
on November 11 after 146 years of foreign occupation. 
WWII begins in 1939 with the September 1 invasion of 
Poland by Nazi Germany and the September 17 invasion 
by the Soviet Union. On September 6, 1939, the Nazis 
take over and begin their occupation in Kraków. On No-
vember 6, Jagiellonian University professors and other 
Kraków intellectuals are arrested and transported to the 
Sachsenhausen concentration camp. In 1941, the Jewish 
ghetto in Podgórze is established. From 1945, Kraków 
undergoes ‘Sovietisation‘. All property and businesses 
are nationalised, organised religion comes under attack 
and opposition leaders are imprisoned. 

Post-war Poland
The history of post-war Poland through 1989 consists of 
the distribution of power by the USSR to chosen individuals 
and the Soviets‘ attempt to maintain their hold. Poland, 
however, did not take well to Soviet domination, as even 
Stalin said that implementing communism in Poland was 
like trying to put a saddle on a cow. The effect was a 
constant effort by the Poles to claim and practice their 
independence. Poland, for example, is the only formerly 
Communist-reigned country whose religious practices 
and churches weren‘t severed, restricted or all together 
destroyed. The beauty of Kraków is tarnished by forced 
industrialization such as the monstrous steelworks of 
Nowa Huta (New Factory) constructed in the late 1940s. 
The factory and surrounding blocks of workers‘ residences, 
built on top of Kraków‘s best farming soil, is the USSR‘s 
obvious attempt to undermine Kraków‘s cul tural and 
religious intelligence. 

1981 General Wojciech Jaruzelski declares martial law 
and carries out a military takeover in the name of the Com-
munist party. 
1982 Solidarność is banned and its leadership imprisoned. 
Other union activists are forced underground. 
1983 Martial law is li fted and imprisoned Solidarność 
leaders are released. Lech Wałęsa receives the Nobel 
Peace Prize. 
1989 Round Table talks produce a formula for power-sharing 
between the communists and Solidarność. Partly free elec-
tions result in sweeping Solidarność victories and the commu-
nist regime crumbles, making Poland the first country to leave 
the Soviet block. Lech Wałęsa becomes the first popularly 
elected post-communist president of Poland. 
1991 The Warsaw Pact alliance is dissolved. 
1999 Poland, Hungary and the Czech Republic join NATO. Prior 
to the papal visit to Poland, the authorities forcibly remove 
more than 300 Catholic crosses erected near Auschwitz 
concentration camp. Thousands flock to see 79-year-old 
Pope John Paul II who visits his homeland for the eighth time. 
In Kraków, he pays a visit to his parents‘ grave and celebrates 
mass under Wawel cathedral.
2000 Kraków‘s Andrzej Wajda wins an Oscar (displayed in 
the University Museum) for lifetime achievement. Aleksander 
Kwaśniewski is elected for his second term as president of 
Poland. 
2002 August 2.5 million people gather on Kraków‘s Błonie 
field to witness a mass with Pope John Paul II. 
2004 May 1 Poland joins the European Union
2005 April 2 Following a long battle with illness Pope 
John Paul II passes away, plunging Poland into national 
mourning.
2007 Kraków celebrates the 750th anniversary of obtaining 
rights as a city and reaches its zenith as a tourist destination.

 Singer Café D-6, ul. Estery 20, tel. 012 292 06 22. One of 
the first bars in Kazimierz, Singer set the table for all that was to 
come essentially inventing the evocative aesthetic of cracked 
mirrors, dusky paintings, rickety antiques and candlelight as-
sociated with the district today. Despite its long tenure, lofty 
reputation and occassional intrusion of tourists, today Singer 
still holds all the magic it did when it first opened. A charismatic, 
even chimerical cafe by day, Singer hits its stride around 2:30 
am when tabletops turn into dancefloors, the regulars abandon 
their drinks to dip and spin each other to an energetic mix of 
gypsy, klezmer and other ethnic music, the entire bar begins to 
feel like a ferris wheel ready to fly off its axis and the boundar-
ies of time are obliterated. Yeah, we’ve had a few good ones 
here. QOpen 09:00 - 03:00, Fri, Sat 09:00 - 06:00. PAW

 Ulica Krokodyli (Street of Crocodiles) E-6, ul. Sz-
eroka 30, tel. 012 431 05 16. Doing a bit of a disservice to 
the Schulz story it steals its name from, Ulica Krokodyli feels 
like a good effort gone wrong. Designed to look like the dusky 
interwar streets of Schulz’s own Drohobycz, and suitably full of 
shop signage and streetlights, what could be an atmospheric 
interior is too often overrun with delinquent students downing 
shots en route to the sweaty blacklit discoteque downstairs 
on weekends. Inexplicable, and unmistakably the only place 
with a pulse on Szeroka.QOpen 09:00 - 01:00, Fri 09:00 - 
03:00, Sat 09:00 - 04:00. AIW

Clubs
 Club Clu E-6, ul. Szeroka 10, tel. 012 429 26 09, www.
clubclu.pl. Half lounge, half club, and proof that there’s more 
to ulica Szeroka than klezmer music and second hand furniture. 
The red-lit lounge room is the perfect space for after-party mo-
ments with its choice of white sofas and understated interior 
of gas lighters, sculptures and exposed brick walls. The dance 
floor is more futuristic and fills with sweaty clubbers shaking 
their hips to house, r’n’b and latin sounds.QOpen 18:00 - 
01:00, Thu, Fri, Sat 18:00 - 05:00. Closed Sun. PAW

 Enzo D-6, ul. Bożego Ciała 14, tel. 0 696 51 05 54, www.
enzo-club.pl. If you’re looking for a Kazimierz outlet to show-off 
your crocodile loafers and platinum blond supergirl then look no 
further. This place has clearly crawled from the pages of Wallpa-
per magazine, with stark black and white chessboard colours 
illuminated by soft blue lighting, and a design that screams at 
anyone who doesn’t have a gilded wallet to get out, fast. Ultra 
minimalist with space age toilets, womb-like ambient grooves 
and weird curving angles, this place would be HQ of Kraków’s 
tribe of fashionista if said tribe actually existed in the numbers 
places like Enzo thought they did upon opening. The fact that 
this place is often empty recommends a rethink.QOpen 10:00 
- 02:00, Thu, Fri, Sat 10:00 - 04:00. PYXW

 Face2Face C-6, ul. Paulińska 28, tel. 0 506 535 768. 
This intriguing new Kazimierz venue on the other side of the 
tracks (the Krakowska tram tracks) is still finding its focus. 
Failing to develop a steady clientele after a big opening, in 
swooped the former management team of dearly departed 
B-Side, and with them a string of solid indy rock concerts in the 
curiously tiled concert space. Since then however, the identity 
crisis seems to have reasserted itself and you’ll find Face2Face 
frighteningly empty on a Saturday night despite multiple levels 
and dancefloors, three bars, plenty of inviting nooks and an 
interior full of unpretentious creative touches. If that vision were 
applied to this club’s management we might see you there. 
QOpen 18:00 - 01:00, Thu, Fri, Sat 18:00 - 04:00. PEXW

 Masada D-7, ul. Krakowska 41 (entrance from ul. Skawin-
ska 2), tel. 0 662 34 50 60, www.masadaklub.pl. If you’ve 
had enough of smokey, claustrophic cellar clubs, then get thee 

to this absolutely massive venue on the other side of Kazimi-
erz. Ignore the superfluous number of side rooms, Masada’s 
showpiece is its open, incredibly spacious and versatile main 
hall with a balcony bar, a stage in the corner for live bands or 
DJ sets, tons of seating and space to dance. In fact, Masada’s 
biggest shortcoming is the regular inability of its grandeur to 
create a party atmosphere.QOpen 16:00 - 02:00. PAEX

 Mish Mash D-7, ul. Mostowa 2, tel. 012 430 22 39, 
www.myspace.com/klubmishmash. Any initial excitement 
about this buzz club on the other side of Kazimierz was in-
stantly dashed upon entry with the discovery that Mish Mash 
is, essentially, just another subterranean dungeon; and this 
one more humourless than most. Preoccupied with ultra-
aggressive electro music, there’s no shortage of people on 
the dancefloor and Mish Mash has already hosted a couple 
good acts, though most of the friction you’ll be feeling is 
between you and the sweaty t-shirt pinned to your tits. An 
alarming lack of ventilation makes MM almost unbearable 
and your beer will smell more like a latrine than usual.QOpen 
10:00 - 01:00. AEW

 Pozytywka (The Music Box) D-6, ul. Bożego Ciała 
12, tel. 012 430 64 82, www.pozytywka.pl. A stark, 
industrial motif comes paired with classic dance music and 
red, blue and green disco lights. It’s completely un-Kazimierz 
in design, but not in atmosphere. A popular pre-club spot 
with projections, exhibitions and even strawberries laid out 
on the bar. QOpen 08:30 - 01:00, Fri, Sat 08:30 - 04:00. 
PAW

 Taawa D-6, ul. Estery 18, tel. 012 421 06 00, www.
taawa.pl. As crushing as it is to see an admittedly Warsza-
wian concept club open on Plac Nowy, it’s clear that Taawa 
isn’t going anywhere having found the bling-bling business 
blonde clientele we were to hoping would prove non-existent. 
[Another battle lost.] Orange-skinned mini-skirted Solarium 
casualties will feel at home in this modern discoteque of 
radiating prismatic lights, colour-swirling screens and LED 
displays against a silver interior with silhouettes of naked girls 
reclining in martini glasses on the walls. Carpetting, illuminated 
glass tables and purple leather furnishings round out this 
refreshing one room affair where long-legged lookers dance 
to disappointingly mainstream club music as their jetsetter 
sponsors break hundred złoty notes over top shelf liquers and 
cocktails. Looking to outclass Kraków’s other clubs, Taawa 
succeeds easily, especially in design, with strict facecheck 
and dress code ensuring this catwalk is just for Krakowians 
who wear their cash on their cuffs. QOpen 19:00 - 04:00, 
Fri, Sat 21:00 - 06:00. Closed Mon. PAW

 Cocon Music Club E-7, ul. Gazowa 21, tel. 012 632 
22 96, www.klub-cocon.pl. Cocon has been running un-
der the radar for about eight years, building steam and a 
solid reputation for outrageous parties while maintaining 
a safe, friendly atmosphere. Kraków’s biggest, brashest 
gay club, there’s no avoiding the dancefloor here where 
upon entering the door a sea of writhing bodies sepa-
rates you from any intentions you might have of getting 
a drink at one of the three bars. Indiscretions take place 
in the dim lighting of two side rooms, campy karaoke 
every Thursday, and wild disco dance parties into the 
wee hours on Friday and Saturday nights, but the party 
promptly and unapologetically stops when management 
has had enough.QOpen 21:00 - 05:00. Closed Mon, Tue, 
Wed, Sun. PUX

Gay & Lesbian
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Arriving upon Kraków’s main 
market square or ‘Rynek’ 
(C-3), you are now standing in 
the heart of Poland with your 
finger on its pulse. Historically, 
culturally and spiritually the 
Rynek and Wawel may be the 
two most important sights in 
the country (sorry Warsaw). The 
largest medieval market square 
in Central Europe, Kraków’s 
Rynek is 200 metres square 
and functions as the city’s 
social gravitation point. Lined 
with cafes and restaurants, 
fi l led with people, pigeons, 
street performers, musicians 
and horse-drawn carraiges, this 
is a place of festivals, concerts, 
parades and other events. At its 
centre lies the impressive Cloth Hall or ‘Sukiennice’ – a 
neo-Gothic structure which has evolved and grown over the 
years, serving as a market for merchants since the Middle 
Ages. Directly before you as you’re leaving Floriańska is 
Mariacki Cathedral – one of the most dazzling cathedrals 
in the country famed for its incredible altarpiece and stained 
glass. It’s from atop the taller of the two cathedral towers 
that a bugler plays an abbreviated tune every hour on the 
hour – don’t miss it. On the other side of the square you’ll 
find the Town Hall Tower, with a viewing platform at the 
top and a theatre and bar in the former basement prison.

Leaving the Rynek follow the kings down ul. Grodzka 
to pl. Wszystkich Świętych (C-4). To the right is St. 
Francis’ Basilica (B/C-4) with an Art Nouveau interior 
by Stanis ław Wyspiański that should not be missed, 
while directly before you are three more incredible 
stained glass windows by Kraków’s favourite son in a 
specially-made modern building. Ulica Grodzka leads 
you past Peter & Paul’s Cathedral (C-4) with i ts 
striking sculptures of the 12 disciples posed before it. 
Cut across the small square to your right and you’ll find 
yourself on one of Kraków’s most handsome streets, 
ul. Kanonicza. The late Pope John Paul I I ’s former 
residence is at numbers 19-21, which now house the 
Archdiocesan Museum (C-5). Kanonicza lets out 
directly at the foot of Wawel Castle (B/C-5), the city’s 
defining landmark. A source of great pride, patriotic 
and spiritual strength, Wawel is worth spending half a 
day exploring, as well as the Wisła riverbanks below.

Other Old Town highlights you’ll be the poorer to have missed 
include the famous Czartoryski Museum (D-2), which can 
claim one of only five Da Vinci’s on display in the world within 
its collection, and the fabulous 20th century art collection 
on the top floor of the National Museum (H-3). The Old 
Town is also home to the second oldest university in Central 
Europe. Jagiellońian University’s Collegium Maius (B-3) is 
the school’s oldest building and was the studying place of 
Copernicus. Take an hour out to see the incredible library 
and lecture hall, as well as the oldest surviving globe in the 
world to depict the Americas. Anyone looking to do some 
bizarre bargain hunting should head to one of Kraków’s 
catch-all marketplaces, with Stary Kleparz (C/D-1) and 
Hala Targowa (E-4) – especially during its Sunday morning 
flea market - being bonafide cultural experiences in their 
own right (see Shopping for more). Finally, if you’re looking 
for a leisure activity on a lovely day, the ascent to the top of 
Kopiec Kościuszko (F-3) is well-rewarded with fantastic 
views of the entire Old Town.

Any exploration of Kraków’s Old Town should start with the 
‘Royal Route’ – the historical coronation path of Polish 
kings when Kraków served as the royal capital from the 
14th century to the very end of the 16th century. Most of 
the Old Town’s prime sights (more information on which 
can be found in these pages with help from the index) 
lay along this route from the Floriańska Gate to Wawel 
Castle. For many of less noble lineage, however, the route 
begins at Kraków’s train station, a walk from which to the 
main market square is among the most regal and awe-
inspiring introductions to any city in Europe. Following the 
human traffic from the station through the ul. Basztowa 
underpass will plant you in the green space that encircles 
the Old Town known as the Planty (D-2). Ideal for a fair 
weather stroll, the Planty was once a series of medieval 
fortifications surrounded by a moat. After Poland’s Third 
Partition in the late 18th century, the order came down 
from Austrian Emperor Franz Joseph I to dismantle these 
neglected structures, however thanks to local effort the 
northern parts of the wall were spared, including the 
magnificent Barbikan and Floriańska Gate. Walking the two 
blocks towards the Barbikan, take note of the Słowacki 
Theatre (D-2) to the left on ul. Szpitalna. A marvelous 
Baroque masterpiece from 1893, while it’s a bit difficult 
to infiltrate during the day, buying an affordable ticket to 
the theatre is highly recommended. On ahead, the circular 
fortress of the Barbikan (D-2) was added to the city’s 
defences in the late 15th century while, directly across 
from it, the Floriańska Gate that officially began the Royal 
Route dates back to 1307. Pass through it and you’re on 
one of Kraków’s main commercial streets. Behind the 
Golden Arches, kebab and souvenir signs don’t fail to 
notice the architectural detail of the facades. On this 
street you’ll find the Jan Matejko House and Museum, as 
well as the underappreciated Pharmacy Museum (C-2).

SIGHTSEEING

Kraków has always been, in many respects, a charmed city. 
With a history that dates back to the 4th century settlement 
of Wawel Hill, Kraków has fortuitously avoided destruction 
since the pesky Mongels stopped bullying the area in the 
13th century, growing into one of the most prominent cities 
in Central Europe. The most important city in Poland not to 
come out of World War II looking like a trampled Lego set, 
even the Soviets failed to leave their mark on the enchanted 
city centre during 45 years of supervision, forced to erect 
their gray communist Utopia in the outlying suburb of Nowa 
Huta. As a result, Kraków is today one of the most beautiful 
showpieces of Eastern Europe – a claim validated by its 
historic centre’s inclusion on the first ever UNESCO World 
Heritage List in 1978, along with the nearby Wieliczka Salt 
Mine and only ten other places in the world. A city of majestic 
architectural monuments, cobbled thoroughfares, cultural 
treasures, timeless courtyards, priceless artworks and 
legendary beer cellars and gardens, Kraków’s historic centre 
is the pride of Poland.

What To See
Kraków’s centre can be divided into two main sections – the 
Old Town and Kazimierz (the former Jewish Quarter), with 
Wawel towering between them. These three areas are requisite 
for anyone visiting the city – even if just for a day – and have 
been given their own separate treatment with accompanying 
cultural listings within this guide. Though one could spend their 
life wandering in and out of the cobbled streets, courtyards, 
cafes, clubs and museums of the Old Town and Kazimierz (we’ve 
attempted to make a life out of it), if you get the opportunity, 
don’t hesitate to take a trip across the river into Podgórze. Just 
beyond Kazimierz, Podgórze is the city’s most naturally beautiful 
and mysterious district; the Jewish heritage trail also naturally 
leads here where the worst horror of Kraków’s Nazi occupation 
played out and Schindler made a name for himself.
Within these pages you’ll also find a section devoted to Nowa 
Huta, one of only two planned socialist realist cities ever 
built. Designed to be the antithesis of everything Kraków’s 
Old Town represents, both culturally and aesthetically, the 
massive steelworks and other commie comforts of Nowa 
Huta are only a tram ride away. Those staying in the area 
for a week or more should strongly consider daytrips to 
Wieliczka, Ojców National Park, Auschwitz-Birkenau 
and Tarnów, information about all of which you’ll find here by 
reading on. However long your stay, the meticulously updated 
information in this guide will help you make the most of it. 
Enjoy exploring Kraków and Małopolska.

Cloth Hall   Rodrigo Galindez

Mariacki Cathedral

Rynek Główny  © PKO

Wawel Castle  closelyobserved.com

Floriańska Gate 
© special B

Czartoryski Museum   Piotrus

City Tourist Information D-2, ul. Szpitalna 25, tel. 
012 432 01 10, www.biurofestiwalowe.pl. The official 
city tourist office. Also on ul. Św. Jana 2 (10:00-18:00). 
QOpen 09:00 - 19:00.

Cracow City Tours D-1, Pl. Matejki 2, tel. 012 421 13 
33, www.cracowcitytours.com. Also at ul. Floriańska 44 (D-2, 
012 421 13 27, Open 07:30-22:30) and ul. Mikołajska 11 (D-3, 
012 421 13 27, Open 09:00-19:00).QOpen 07:30 - 20:30. Y

Jordan Tourist Information and Accommoda-
tion Centre D-2, ul. Pawia 8, tel. 012 422 60 91, 
www.it.jordan.pl.QOpen 08:00 - 18:00, Sat 09:00 
- 14:00. Closed Sun.

Małopolska Tourist Information C-3, Rynek 
Główny 1/3 (Sukiennice), tel. 012 421 77 06/12 
423 00 31, www.mcit.pl. The official regional tourist 
office. QOpen 09:00 - 21:00.

Tourist Information Office Marco der Pole C-3, 
Pl. Mariacki 3, tel. 012 431 16 78, www.krakow-
travel.com. QOpen 09:00 - 19:00, Sun 09:00 - 15:00.

Wyspiański Pavilion C-4, Pl. Wszystkich Świętich 
2, tel. 012 616 18 86. QOpen 09:00 - 17:00.

Tourist Information
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Churches
Holy Trinity Church (Kościół Św. Trójcy) C-4, ul. 
Stolarska 12. Built in 1250 by Dominican friars from Bologna, 
the church lost many of its treasures when it was gutted by 
fire back in 1850. Rebuilt in 1872 this huge structure is now 
an important evangelical centre. The image of Our Lady of 
the Rosary, found inside the Rosary chapel, is said to have 
healing powers.

Reformed Franciscans' B-2, ul. Reformacka 4, tel. 
012 422 29 66, www.ofm.krakow.pl. This church was 
built between 1666 and 1672 and reflects the modest 
furnishings and architectures of this strict order. A specific 
microclimate in the church's vaults naturally mummifies 
the bodies in the crypt. If you'd like to see the mummified 
bodies, hair and all, you must ask for permission. Across 
the street are outdoor Stations of the Cross. Q Open 
during mass only.

SS Peter & Paul's Church (Kościół Św. Piotra i 
Św. Pawła) C-4, ul. Grodzka 52a, tel. 012 422 65 73, 
www.apostolowie.pl. Kraków's premier Jesuit Church was 
built in the early 1600s. The twelve disciples standing on 
the gates outside are its most striking feature, although the 
interior has been extensively renovated and the airy, austere 
grandeur of this late Renaissance building is now evident. 
QOpen 07:00 - 19:00, Sun 13:30 - 18:00.

St. Adalbert's (Kościół Św. Wojciecha) C-3, 
Rynek Główny, tel. 012 422 83 52. Kraków's oldest 
church sits not unlike a lost orphan at the southeast 
corner of the Cloth Hall, a mad mix of pre-Roman, Ro-
man, Gothic, Renaissance and Baroque archi tecture, 
all crammed together in a higgledy-piggledy jumble of 

religious styles. The earliest parts of the building date 
from at least the 11th century, pre-dating the Rynek and 
explaining i ts seemingly random position within i t. St. 
Adalbert had his own cult following at the time, which 
explains how i t managed to survive. A look inside is 
well worth it, not least because the floor sits some two 
metres below the surface of the main square. QOpen 
07:30 - 18:00, Sun 13:30 - 18:00. Y

St. Bernard's (Kościół Św. Bernardyna) C-5, ul. 
Bernardyńska 2, tel. 012 422 16 50, www.bernardyni.
com.pl. With most eyes and cameras pointing towards 
Wawel it's easy to miss St Bernard's, a church and mon-
astery founded St John of Capistrano, a nasty zealot with a 
particular penchant for encouraging anti-Jewish pogroms. 
Constructed in the mid-to-late 15th century St Bernard's 
was meant as a refuge for those wishing to atone for their 
sins and live in accordance to the teachings of St Francis 
of Assisi. Fearing it would be commandeered as a strate-
gic base by the invading Swedish troops the Poles burnt 
the church to the ground in 1655, later rebuilding it in its 
current baroque style. QOpen 06:00 - 19:00. No visiting 
during mass please.

St. Francis' Basilica (Bazylika Św. Franciszka) 
C-4, Pl. Wszystkich Świętych 5, tel. 012 422 53 76. Our 
favourite church in Kraków thanks to the gorgeous interior 
Art Nouveau murals by native son Stanisław Wyspiański, 
which nicely balance the organic and geometric with unique 
florals patterns that make this the most colourful place of 
worship in the city. Wyspiański also made the eight stained-
glass windows around 1895, including the controversial and 
iconic centerpiece, 'God the Father in the Act of Creation.' 
Dating back to the 13th century, St. Francis' Basilica was 
the first brick building in the city and is well worth pop-

ping in, even for those who could care less for looking at 
another church.QOpen 06:00 - 20:00. No visiting during 
mass please.

St. Mary's Basilica (Bazylika Mariacka) C-3, 
Pl. Mariacki 5, tel. 012 422 05 21, www.mariacki.
com. Tartar invasions of the 13th century left the original 
church in a heap of ruins and construction began on St. 
Mary's using the existing foundations. It doesn't matter 
how many times you see it, the altarpiece, stained glass 
windows of the nave, and the blue, starred ceiling will take 
your breath away. The magnificent altarpiece was for 12 
painstaking years the principal work of the 15th century 
German artist Veit Stoss (aka Wit Stwosz), and depicts the 
Virgin Mary's Quietus among the apostles. Surrounding 
the altar are polychrome paintings by Matejko, Mehoffer 
and Wyspiański. Several local legends are attached to St. 
Mary's. The architect of the smaller tower murdered his 
brother (thw architect of the taller), apparently jealous that 
his structure was shorter and less elaborate. Racked with 
guilt he then committed suicide by throwing himself off the 
roof of the cathedral. Nowadays the taller tower is home 
to one of Kraków's most enduring traditions. The bugle 
call played on the turn of every hour apparently takes its 
origins from an event in 1241. Having spotted invading 
Tartar forces on the horizon, a lone fireman started play-
ing his trumpet to alert the habitants of Kraków. He was 
shot with an arrow in his neck, abruptly cutting off the tune 
mid-melody, but the town was roused from its sleep and 
defended itself. In honour of this event, seven local firemen 
now have task of tooting the tune every hour. The first writ-
ten mention of the tradition dates back to 1392, though 
a local magazine recently claimed the whole custom was 
invented by an American in 1929. QOpen 11:30 - 18:00, 
Sun 14:00 - 18:00. Admission 6/3zł.

AB City Tours H-3, ul. Kościuszki 49, tel. 0 601 44 
07 87, www.abcitytour.pl. Their large fleet of electronic 
golf-carts zips tired-footed tourists around all the sites in 
town, while informational audio recordings explain Kraków’s 
history in English, Polish, Spanish, German, French, Italian, 
Norwegian and Hungarian. QOpen 08:00 - 16:00. Y

Agnieszka Sababady, tel. 0 600 21 24 98. The 
history, culture and legends of Kraków and the area with 
an English- and German-speaking licenced guide and 
interpreter. Personal recommendations available. Q 
Prices negotiable.

Anna Kiesell , tel. 0 605 652 522, www.visit-cra-
cow.com. Licenced English and German speaking guide 
offering walking tours and sightseeing by car/coach of the 
Old Town, Kazimierz, Oskar Schindler tours and Jewish 
root searching. Prices negotiable. Q By appointment only.

Cool Tour Company C-3, ul. Grodzka 2, tel. 012 
430 20 34, www.cooltourcompany.com. Major sights, 
history of Poland and a lot of fun included in an entertain-
ing walk with professional guides. Offer does not include 
boredom, yawning or staying on the beaten path. Bike 
tours and rental even in the snow (chains available). Meet 
at Św. Wojciecha Church (C-3, on market square) at 10:00 
and 14:00. QOpen 10:00 - 17:00.

Cracow City Tours D-1, Pl. Matejki 2, tel. 012 421 
13 33, www.cracowcitytours.com. The best value 
trip to Auschwitz on offer. Also at ul. Floriańska 44 (D-2, 
012 421 13 27, Open 07:30-22:30) and ul. Mikołajska 
11 (D-3, 012 421 13 27, Open 09:00-19:00). QOpen 
07:30 - 20:30. Y

Cracow Tours C-3, Rynek Głowny 41, tel. 012 619 
24 47, www.orbis.krakow.pl. Variety of tour packages 
including city centre tours, Auschwitz, the salt mines and 
Zakopane. QOpen 09:00 - 18:00, Sat 10:00 - 14:00. 
Closed Sun. Y

Crazy Guides K-1, ul. Lublańska 22/9, tel. 0 500 09 
12 00, www.crazyguides.com. Communist themed tours 
of the Nowa Huta district and Steel Works. Experience Sta-
lin’s gift to Krakow - one of the world’s only centrally planned 
cities - in a genuine Eastern Bloc Trabant 601 automobile.

Eccentric Traveller Point C-3, ul. Grodzka 2, 
tel. 012 430 20 34, www.eccentric.pl. QOpen 
10:00 - 17:00. Bike rental 10zł/hr, 35zł/5hrs, 45zł/day, 
55zł/24hrs. Out of town bike tours 99/89zł.

Marco der Pole C-4, ul. Kanonicza 15, tel. 012 
430 21 31, office@marcoderpole.pl, www.krakow-
travel.com. A well-seasoned outfit with an info office at 
Plac Mariacki 3, Marco der Polo organises daily walking 
tours, regional daytrips and even religious pilgrimages. 
QOpen 09:00 - 17:00.

The Tourist Guide Association (Stowarzysze-
nie Przewodników Turystycznych - Kraków) 
C-3, ul. Sienna 5, tel. 0 602 44 28 06, www.guide-
cracow.pl. These well-connected linguists can help you 
find and book tours of Kraków in English, Czech, French, 
Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, Dutch, Swedish, German, 
Polish, Russian, Slovak and Serbo-Croatian.

Guided Tours
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Museums
Aquarium - Natural History Museum D-5, ul. Św. 
Sebastiana 9, tel. (+48) 12 429 10 49, www.aquari-
umkrakow.com. The man who brought us Kraków’s first 
hostel (Nathan, believe his name was) has now brought 
us the city’s first aquarium. After a long series of horrific 
bureaucratic holdups, this fish is in the water along with 
the dozens of lizards, monkeys, turtles, tropical frogs and 
venomous snakes that also inhabit the 2000 square metre 
space. Occupying the lower two levels of the Natural His-
tory Museum, the aquarium is designed specifically for 
children with touch-screen info stations, touch tanks and 
educational programs. The next big step for the aquarium 
is the anticipated unveiling of a 90,000 litre shark tank as 
the space continues to expand despite bureaucratic and 
financial obstacles. Go fish.QOpen 09:00 - 20:00, Sat, Sun 
09:00 - 21:00.  Admission for children ages 4 to 16 - 12zł, 
adults 18zł. Children 3 and under free.

Archdiocesan Museum of Cardinal Karol Wojtyła 
(Muzeum Archidiecezjalne Kardynała Karola 
Wojtyły) C-5, ul. Kanonicza 19-21, tel. 012 421 89 63, 
www.muzeumkra.diecezja.pl. John Paul II lived here - twice. 
Once as Karol Wojtyla, the young priest with a penchant for 
skiing (his Head skis are on show) and later as a bishop, in 
grander, adjacent rooms. The Archdiocesan doubles as a 
small but well-presented showcase of beautiful sacral art, 
some dating back to the 13th century. Among the items on 
display, you will find presents to His Holiness from heads-
of-state. All very nice, but the exhibition will only hold the 
attention of true papal enthusiasts, and visitors can expect 
to be tailed by over-zealous curators. Personal guided tours 
available or for groups up to 30 people in English, German, 
Italian and Polish.QOpen 10:00 - 16:00, Sat, Sun 10:00 
- 15:00. Closed Mon. Admission 5/3zł, family ticket 12zł. 
Guided tours 60zł. Y

Archeology Museum (Muzeum Archeologic-
zne) B-4, ul. Poselska 3, tel. 012 422 71 00, www.
ma.krakow.pl. Fresh from a recent boost of cash, Kraków's 
one-time lacklustre Archaeology Museum has been trans-
formed into something actually worth going to have a look 
at. As well as some fine examples of life from Małopolska 
during the Stone Age and a brilliant room dedicated to 
local clothing from 70,000 BC to the 14th century, the 
museum houses a permanent collection of artefacts from 
ancient Egypt including some beautiful shrouds, a number 
of intricately decorated sarcophagi and some mummified 
cats. The latter exhibition is best enjoyed with the aid of 
an audio guide, available when you buy your ticket. QOpen 
09:00 - 14:00, Thu 14:00 - 18:00, Fri 10:00 - 14:00, Sun 
10.00 - 14:00. Closed Sat. Admission 7/5zł, Sun free for 
permanent exhibitions. Y

Burgher House (Hippolit Museum) (Dom 
Mieszczański (Kamienica Hipolitów)) C-3, Pl. 
Mariacki 3, tel. 012 422 42 19, www.mhk.pl. The 
Hippolit's were a merchant family who lived in this fine build-
ing around the end of the 16th and beginning of the 17th 
centuries, although the building dates back considerably 
further than that. The inside has been transformed into 
a series of recreations of typical Polish bourgeois houses 
from the 17th to the early 20th century, and is interesting 
for the insights it gives into how the other half lived as well 
as being a showcase for some truly remarkable furniture. 
Highly recommended. Q Open 10:00-17:30, Mon,Tue 
Closed. From November Open 08:00-16:00, Mon, Tue 
Closed. Last entrance 30 minutes before closing. Admission 
6/4zł, Wed free. Y

Celestat E-2, ul. Lubicz 16, tel. 012 429 37 91, www.
mhk.pl. About as odd as it gets, the History of the Fowler 
Brotherhood celebrates what is essentially a male-only cult 
of hunters who wear strange hats, worship a silver chicken 
and have their very own king. In existence since 1565, the 
history of the Brotherhood is laid out courtesy of a series 
of oil paintings, guns, teapots, photographs and, inside the 
Sharpshooters' Hall, a glass case containing the mystical 
chicken that appears to be the focus of all the fuss. Top marks 
for wackiness, it's unlikely you'll leave any more enlightened as 
you were when you went in. Precisely what rain was invented 
for. QOpen 09:30 - 17:00. Closed Mon, Sun. From November 
open 09:00-16:00, Thurs 11:00-18:00. Closed Mon, Sun. 
Admission 6/4zł, Wed free. Y

Collegium Maius (Jagiellonian University Mu-
seum) B-3, ul. Jagiellońska 15, tel. 012 422 05 49, 
www.uj.edu.pl/muzeum. Jagiellonian University is the 
third oldest university in Europe, founded by King Kazimierz 
the Great in 1364. Its picturesque courtyard ranks as one of 
the most beautiful of the city. An amiable English-speaking 
guide will take you on a 45-minute tour of the Treasury, As-
sembly Hall, Library and Common Room. Along the way, you 
will see the oldest surviving globe to depict the Americas. 
It was in 1492 that astronomer Nicolas Copernicus began 
his studies at the Jagiellonian, developing his own theories 
about which way the world spins. You need to call or visit 
in advance to book a place on the English-language tour, 
which takes place Monday through Friday at 13:00. Q Last 
entrance 40 minutes before closing. Open 10:00-15:00, 
Tues & Thurs 10:00-18:00, Sat 10:00-14:00. Closed Sun. 
From November open 10:00-15:00, Tues 10:00-16:00, Sat 
10:00-14:00. Closed Sun. Admission 12/6zł for permanent 
exhibit, 16/12zł for entire museum (including gallery and 
scientific instruments) or tour. Got all that?

Monuments
Adam Mickiewicz C-3, Rynek Główny. One of the most 
important statues in Poland, the large likeness of the romantic 
poet and national hero Adam Mickiewicz (1798-1855) was 
originally unveiled in 1898 to celebrate the centenary of the 
great man's birth, and, like so many other symbols of national 
pride was destroyed by the occupying Germans during WWII. 
The statue that stands in the Rynek today is a 1955 copy of 
Teodor Rygier's original, and is a popular and easily recogni-
sable meeting place. Lithuanian-born Mickiewicz (who's most 
famous work, Pan Tadeusz begins with the words ‘Lithuania, 
my country!' and who is known and loved by the Lithuanians 
as Adomas Mickevičius) never visited Kraków until 35 years 
after his death. His body lies at rest in the Cathedral crypts 
just down the road at Wawel.

Grunwald Monument (Pomnik Grunwaldu) D-1, Pl. 
Matejki. The Battle of Grunwald, fought between the joint 
armies of Poland and Lithuania against the Teutonic Knights on 
July 15, 1410, is considered to be one of the greatest battles 
ever to take place in medieval Europe. A defining moment in Polish 
history, the battle was immortalised in Kraków with the unveil-
ing of this weighty monument in front of an estimated 160,000 
people on the 500th anniversary of the event in 1910. Antoni 
Wiwulski's (1877-1919) original masterpiece was, not surpris-
ingly, destroyed by the occupying Nazis during WWII and the 
copy that now stands in its place dates from 1976, having been 
faithfully reproduced using sketches and models of the original. 
At the top on his horse is the Lithuanian king of Poland Władysław 
Jagiełło, his sword pointing downwards in his right hand. At the 
front is his cousin the Lithuanian prince Vytautas (Vitold), who is 
flanked on either side by victorious soldiers from the joint army. 
The dead man at the front is Urlich von Jungingen, the Teutonic 
Order's Grand Master, who lost his life during the battle.

Elv is  Pr esley 
G -4,  A l .  E lv isa 
Presleya. One of 
K r a k ó w ’ s  l e a s t 
known, hardest to 
find and most bi-
zarre monuments, 
this tribute to the 
King is a pilgrim-
age worth making. 
Though located on 
an ‘avenue’ named 
in his honour, i t’s 
li t tle more than a 
footpath in to the 
beguiling woods of 
Zakrzówek and the 
picturesque quarry 
that l ies beyond. 
A large s tandin g 
stone wi th El vis’ 

face set in it and half-submerged in silicon, this seem-
ingly wacky act of randomness is an in-all-serious-
ness tribute from the Kraków Elvis fan club. Recently 
the King’s hair was spray-painted blue and he can 
usually be found in the company of ar ti ficial flow-
ers. The perfect occassion for an outing, you’ll find 
Elvis by departing Al. Gen. Zielińskiego for ul. Zielna, 
somewhere near where it meets ul. Pietrusińskiego 
(G-4) on the map in the back of this guide; where the 
road ends you’ll find the King.

Elvis Presley
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cameras and a nice collection of historical images of Kraków.
QOpen 11:00 - 18:00, Sat, Sun 10:00 - 15:30. Closed Mon, 
Tue. Mon, Tue admission for groups of minimum 5 people 
only. Reservations must be made 7 days in advance. Last 
entrance 30 minutes before closing. Admission 5/3zł, Sun 
free. Groups of 5-25 people 2zł per person. Y

Jan Matejko House (Dom Jana Matejki) D-3, ul. 
Floriańska 41, tel. 012 422 59 26, www.muzeum.kra-
kow.pl. Jan Matejko was an historical painter whose work 
and life is honoured in the house where he was born, and 
would eventually die in the 1890s. As well as some witty 
imaginings of Kraków medieval life, studies for gargoyles 
and collections of Renaissance furniture and antique guns 
and ammo, the minutiae of Matejko's life is preserved, right 
down to his eyeglasses in this recently renovated museum. 
This is a fascinating tribute to a genuine Polish master, and a 
man of many parts. Those with a special interest in Matejko 
may want to visit his workshop and manor house in Nowa 
Huta (see Nowa Huta Museums).QOpen 10:00 - 18:00, 
Sun 10:00 - 16:00. Closed Mon. Last ticket sold 30 minutes 
before closing. Admission 8/4zł, Sun free for permanent 
exhibitions. Y

Józef Mehoffer House (Dom Józefa Mehoffera) 
A-2, ul. Krupnicza 26, tel. 012 421 11 43, www.
muzeum.krakow.pl. Mehoffer was one of the turn of the 
19th century's artistic elite, a skilled stained-glass artist 
collaborating with Wyspański on the interiors of numerous 
Kraków churches and important buildings. This, his house, 
was where the artists of the Młoda Polska (Young Poland) 
movement often met and is a delight to visit, filled with 
elegant furnishings, Art Deco to impressionist-era art and 
many sketches, designs and finished stained glass pieces 
that attest to his important artistic legacy. QOpen 10:00 
- 18:00, Sun 10:00 - 16:00. Closed Mon. Last entrance 30 
minutes before closing. Admission 6/3zł for permanent 
exhibitions. Y

Manggha B-6, ul. Konopnickiej 26, tel. 012 267 27 03, 
www.manggha.krakow.pl. The Museum of Japanese Art & 
Technology houses the National Museum's Japanese arte-
facts, consisting mostly of the fabulous 6,500-item collection 
of local legend Feliks Jasieński (1861-1929). Exhibits include 
battlesuits adorned with face masks (with suspiciously Polish-
looking moustaches), antiques, delicate porcelain, incredibly 
beautiful waterpaints and comic-like woodcut prints. In the 
centre there's a collection of sometimes hilariously translated 
Japanese comics (which must be read right to left). The build-
ing was commenced by film director Andrzej Wajda who saw 
the Jasieński collection exhibited during WWII. Upon winning 
the Kyoto city prize in 1987, he donated the US$340,000 
grant to the construction of the museum. The café terrace 
has a great view over to Wawel Castle. QOpen 10:00 - 18:00. 
Closed Mon. Last entrance 30 minutes before closing. Admis-
sion 15/10zł, family ticket 25zł, group ticket 60zł, Tue free. 
Guided tours 100zł.

Pharmacy Museum (Muzeum Farmacji) C-2, ul. 
Floriańska 25, tel. 012 421 92 79, www.muzeum-
farmacji.pl. Located inside a wonderful 15th-century 
building, Kraków's brilliant Pharmacy Museum is laid out 
on several floors and includes all manner of exhibits from 
full-scale reproductions of ancient apothecary shops to 
some beastly snakes in jars and, on the top floor, a really 
good display of traditional herbal medicines. Also of inter-
est is the small exhibit dedicated to the extraordinary and 
brave Pole, Tadeusz Pankiewicz. QOpen 10:00 - 14:30, 
Tue 12:00 - 18:30. Closed Mon. Last entrance 45 minutes 
before closing. Admission 7/4zł.

Czartoryski Museum 
( M u z e u m  K s i ą ż ą t 
Czartoryskich) C-2, ul. 
Św. Jana 19, tel. 012 422 
55 66, www.muzeum.kra-
kow.pl. I ts principle claim 
to fame is the possession of 
Leonardo da Vinci's Lady with 
an Ermine, one of only three 
existant Da Vinci oil paintings 
and a sentimental favourite 
for Poles, reproduced and 
hung in many a living room. 
The museum also houses 
an impressive collection of 

Etruscan, Greek, Roman and Egyptian relics, such as falcon 
sarcophagi. Museum enthusiasts could spend many happy 
hours here; only the paucity of English explanations might 
frustrate. QOpen 10:00 - 18:00, Sun 10:00 - 16:00. Closed 
Mon. Last entrance 30 minutes before closing. Admission 
12/6zł, Sun free for permanent exhibitions. Y

Friends of the Fine Arts Society Gallery (Towarzys-
two Przyjaciół Sztuk Pięknych) B-2, pl. Szczepański 
4, tel. 012 422 66 16, www.palac-sztuki.krakow.pl. This 
gorgeous Art Nouveau building's exterior depicts the highs 
and lows of the creative process. The interior is a setting for 
a regularly changing selection of contemporary Polish art. 
QOpen 08:15 - 18:00, Sat, Sun 10:00 - 18:00. Last entrance 
15 minutes before closing. Admission 7/4zł.

Geology Museum (Muzeum Geologiczne) C-4, ul. 
Senacka 1-3, tel. 012 422 19 10, www.ing.pan.pl. One 
tiny room given over to the provision of information about 
the rocks and geological structures in the Kraków region. 
Featuring a few glass cases full of rocks and crystals with 
Polish explanations, it's not exactly going to blow you away, 
but it's a nicest enough brief interlude all the same, and 
they've also thoughtfully provided a brochure in English to 
help demystify what is a specialist subject to say the least. 
QOpen 10:00 - 15:00, Sat 10:00 - 14:00. Closed Mon, Tue, 
Wed, Sun. Admission 4/3zł. Groups by prior arrangement.

History Museum (Muzeum Historyczne) C-3, Rynek 
Główny 35, tel. 012 619 23 00, www.mhk.pl. Established 
in 1899, Kraków's superb History Museum charts the trade, 
culture, politics and daily life of the city from 1257 until the 
end of the Second Republic in 1939. Unfortunately it's time 
for the 17th-century Pod Krzysztoforami (Under St. Christo-
pher) building it's housed in to get a bit of a facelift. As such, 
the permanent exhibition is now closed, however there are 
some temporary exhibits running during the renovation. The 
current one is 'Helena Modrzejewska (1840-1909): Z miłości 
do sztuki.' Translating to 'From Love to Art' and meaning, 
we would prefer to presume, that she creates her art out 
of love, her love for art...anyway, find out by going.QOpen 
10:00 - 17:30. Closed Mon, Tue. Last entrance 30 minutes 
before closing. Admission 8/6zł, family ticket 16zł, group ticket 
4zł per person. Y

History of Photography Museum (Muzeum Historii 
Fotografii im. Walerego Rzewuskiego) H-1, ul. 
Józefitów 16, tel. 012 634 59 32, www.mhf.krakow.
pl. Allegedly Poland's only museum dedicated exclusively to 
photography, this recently renovated museum is a real gem 
for fans of the art form and features some interesting exhibits. 
Laid out in several cupboard-size rooms that also play host 
to a series of changing photographic exhibitions, find some 
wonderful early stereoscopic photographs commemorating 
the 1871 Siege of Paris, an old darkroom, heaps of ancient 

Silesian House (Dom Śląski) H-1, ul. Pomorska 2, tel. 
012 633 14 14, www.mhk.pl. Officially called the 'Museum 
of the Struggle and Martyrdom of the Polish Nation', this 
building served as the Gestapo headquarters during WWII. 
Today it is one of the most interesting and sadly neglected 
museums in the city - we challenge you to meet anyone who 
has actually been here. That doesn't mean you shouldn't pay 
a visit. Split into two sections visitors can see the terrifying 
cellars which were converted into detention cells during the 
war and haven't been touched since. The cells are covered 
in drawings and inscriptions by the thousands of Poles that 
were held and tortured here and information cards translate 
much of the grafitti into English. Upstairs the interrogation 
rooms have been turned into an exhibit that chronicles 
Kraków's history between the years 1939-56. To see these 
free exhibits enter the courtyard at Pomorska 2 and find the 
inconspicuous buzzer on an outside wall to your right. After 
ringing it you may have to wait up to ten minutes, beginning 
one of the most bizarre and chilling museum visiting experi-
ences you'll ever have. QOpen 10:00 - 17:30. Closed Mon, 
Sun. Last entrance 30 minutes before closing. Admission 
free. Guided tours 80zł. Y

The Bishop Erazm Ciołek Palace (Pałac Biskupa 
Erazma Ciołka) C-5, ul. Kanonicza 17, tel. 012 429 15 
58, www.muzeum.krakow.pl. After a recent restoration, 
this early 14th century palace now holds two permanent 
exhibitions of the National Museum: Art of Old Poland from 
the 12th to 18th Centuries and Orthodox Art of the Old Polish 
Republic. As you could have guessed, both exhibits consist 
entirely of sacral art from before the idea of 'art' was applied 
to non-religious subject matter (how many centuries did that 
take?). Most of it came directly out of Kraków's own churches 
or others in the region, and most of it is admittedly superb, 
if that's your thing; if it's not, it's a bit of a snoozefest. The 
highlight is without doubt the strange 16th century 'Christ Rid-
ing a Donkey' - a near life-size wooden sculpture of everyone's 
favourite model doing just that with vacant eyes and the mule 
atop a wagon. Eerily beautiful.QOpen 10:00 - 18:00, Sun 
10:00 - 16:00. Closed Mon. Last entrance 30 minutes before 
closing. Admission 12/6ł, Sun free for permanent exhibitions.

The National Museum in Kraków (Muzeum Nar-
odowe w Krakowie) H-3, Al. 3 Maja 1, tel. 012 295 55 
00, www.muzeum.krakow.pl. Far from being the shoeless 
peasants many cynical historians would have us believe, 
previous generations of Poles have in actual fact excelled 
in the arts. The superb National Museum of Art in Kraków 
showcases many such examples of their work. As well as a 
number of world-class temporary shows, the museum also 
houses fine collections of Polish fine and applied arts, and 
gives its entire top floor over to the permanent 20th-century 
Polish Art exhibition, a truly awesome collection that any 
gallery would be more than proud of owning. The museum 
also houses a good bookshop and a small café. QOpen 
10:00 - 18:00, Sun 10:00 - 16:00. Closed Mon. Last entrance 
30 minutes before closing. Admission 10/5zł, Sun free for 
permanent exhibitions. Y

Wyspiański Museum (Muzeum Wyspiańskiego) 
B-2, ul. Szczepańska 11, tel. 012 422 70 21, www.
muzeum.krakow.pl. Dedicated to the beautiful works of 
Stanislaw Wyspiański (1869-1907), Kraków's foremost Art 
Nouveau artist and one of the city's most celebrated sons. 
Of particular interest are the sketches and paintings of his 
children, the designs for the stained glass windows of the St. 
Francis Basilica and the model of Wawel Hill transformed into 
a Polish Acropolis. QOpen 10:00 - 18:00, Sun 10:00 - 16:00. 
Closed Mon, Tue. Last entrance 30 minutes before closing. 
Admission 8/4zł, Sun free for permanent exhibitions. Y

Kraków’s main market square (Rynek) serves as the 
city’s gravitational centre, and is the natural start and 
finish point for any tour of the city. Originally designed 
in 1257 - the year Kraków was awarded its charter - the 
gridlike layout of the Old Town and its central square 
has changed little in the years that have followed. 
Measuring 200 metres square, the Rynek ranks as 
one of the largest medieval squares in Europe, and is 
surrounded by elegant townhouses, all with their own 
unique names, histories and curiosities. Through the 
centuries it was in Kraków’s Rynek  that homages to 
the king were sworn and public executions held. Most 
famously it was here that Tadeusz Kościuszko roused 
the locals to revolt against foreign rule in 1794. The 
Rynek has always been the natural stage for public 
celebrations, with everything from Dragon parades 
to Christmas crib competitions taking place. Not all 
the events have had been happy affairs however, and 
back in the 17th century King Jan Sobieski III was privy 
to a firework display which ended in bloodshed when 
some of the explosives were accidentally fired into 
the crowd. Some mistake. More recently the market 
square was subjected to a Nazi rally under German 
occupation which was attended by Der Führer himself 
and celebrated the square’s name change from Rynek 
Główny to ‘Adolf Hitler Platz.’ Fortunately the moniker 
didn’t last long and today the Rynek occupies itself 
by hosting the yearly Christmas and Easter markets, 
as well as numerous festivals and outdoor concerts.

Taking centre stage in the Rynek is the Cloth Hall 
(Sukiennice). Built in the 14th century this huge hall 
was effectively the first shopping mall in the world. 
To this day it is still crammed with hawkers and stalls 
selling amber, lace, woodwork and assorted tourist 
tat. Destroyed by fire in the 16th century it was rebuilt 
in 1555 using the renaissance signature of Italian 
architect Giovanni il Mosca. Alterations have contin-
ued ever since, including the addition of neo-Gothic 
arcades in the 19th century. Currently excavations 
are being carried out below the Cloth Hall to explore 
and eventually open a museum about its medieval 
merchant heritage.

Directly next to the Sukiennice stands Poland’s most 
eminent scribe: Adam Mickiewicz. Ironically, the bard 
never visited the city until after his death when his 
remains were transferred to the Wawel Cathedral crypt, 
but this hasn’t stopped the statue from becoming one of 
Kraków’s best loved monuments. Across from Mickiewicz 
looms the magnificent St. Mary’s Basilica, its crowning 
glory being Veit Stoss’ altarpiece. The area surrounding 
the Basilica was formerly a cemetery, and the bodies 
of hundreds of Krakovians still lie beneath the cobbles. 
Ghoulish tourists will also appreciate the set of metal 
neck restraints displayed on the side door of St Mary’s, 
formerly used to punish philandering women. 

On the Square’s other side is the 70 metre Town Hall 
Tower, the only element of the 14th century Town Hall 
remaining after many fires, renovations and uncaring 
demolitions. It’s cellars once housed a prison and visi-
tors can ascend to the top floor through Gothic vaulted 
rooms containing a model of the Old Town Hall and 1960s 
photographs of Kraków for a less than sensational view 
from the upper windows. Admission 6/4zł.

Rynek Główny



106

Kraków In Your Pocket krakow.inyourpocket.com

107

October - November 2009krakow.inyourpocket.com

Wawel
The glorious ensemble that is Wawel, perched on top of 
the hill of the same name immediately south of the Old 
Town, is by far the most important collection of buildings in 
Poland. A symbol of national pride, hope, self-rule and not 
least of all fierce patriotism, Wawel offers a uniquely Polish 
version of Buckingham Palace and Westminster Abbey 
rolled into one. A gorgeous assortment of predominantly 
Romanesque, Renaissance and Gothic architecture dating 
from around the 14th century onwards, visiting Kraków 
and not seeing Wawel is like playing tennis without a ball.

Even for those who know or care little about the country’s 
past, Poland’s ancient seat of royalty contains a vast wealth 
of treasures inside its heavily fortified walls that can’t fail to 
inspire. Made up of the Castle and the Cathedral, of which 
the former contains most, but by no means all of the exhibi-
tions, Wawel’s must-see highlights include the Cathedral’s 
mind-boggling interior, a tantalising glimpse of Poland’s very 
own Crown Jewels inside the Crown Treasury & Armoury 
and, on a fine day, a leisurely stroll around its courtyards 
and gardens. A full tour of Wawel, which is hard work but 
comes with its own rewards, can take an entire day.

Cathedral (Katedra) B-5, Wawel 3, tel. 012 429 33 
27, www.wawel.krakow.pl. The scene of the crowning of 
almost every Polish king and queen throughout history, the 
current Wawel Cathedral is the third to be built on the site. 
The first cathedral was built of wood, probably around 1020, 
but certainly after the founding of the Bishopric of Kraków in 
1000AD. Destroyed by fire it was replaced by a second cathe-
dral that subsequently burnt down again. The current building 
was consecrated in 1364 and built on the orders of Poland’s 
first king to be crowned at Wawel, Władysław the Short (aka. 
Władysław the Elbow-high, 1306-1333), who was crowned 
among the charred rubble of its predecessor in 1319. Con-
sidered the most important single building in Poland, Wawel’s 
extraordinary Cathedral contains much that is original, although 
many glorious additions have been made over the centuries. 
Arguably not as stunning as that of its cousin St. Mary’s in the 
Rynek, the interior of Wawel Cathedral more than makes up for 
its visual shortcomings thanks to the sheer amount of history 
packed inside. At its centre is the imposing tomb of the former 
Bishop of Kraków, St. Stanisław (1030-1079), a suitably grand 
monument dedicated to the controversial cleric after whom 
the Cathedral is dedicated. Boasting 18 chapels, all of them 
about as ostentatious as you’re ever likely to see, of particular 
interest is the 15th-century Chapel of the Holy Cross, found to 
the right as you enter and featuring some wonderful Russian 
murals as well as Veit Stoss’ 1492 marble sarcophagus to 
Kazimierz IV. The Royal Crypts offer a cold and atmospheric 
downstairs diversion. This is the final resting place of many 
great Poles, including ten of the county’s former kings and their 
wives as well as other civic and military heroes such as the 

WAWEL

Tickets & Tourist Information B-5, Wawel Hill, tel. 
012 422 16 97, www.wawel.krakow.pl. Located in the 
far southwestern part of the Wawel complex, this should 
be your first stop when touring Wawel. As well as selling 
tickets, the Tourist Service Office gives away useful and 
free Wawel maps. There’s also a small post office, gift 
shop and a decent café inside the same building. QOpen 
09:00 - 16:00, Mon 09:00 - 14:00, Sat, Sun 10:00 - 17:00. 

Tickets & Tourist InformationNot surprisingly, visitor numbers are restricted, and even 
with this precaution in place Wawel can still feel horribly 
overcrowded. To guarantee entry as well as avoiding the 
need to stand in long queues, call the box office on tel. 
012 422 16 97 to reserve tickets for the exhibitions you 
want to see at least one day before you visit. Tickets 
must be collected from the Tourist Service Office (Biuro 
Obsługi Turystów) in the southwestern corner of the com-
plex at least 30 minutes before your reserved tour time. 
Foreign language guides are available on request.

Good to Know

poet Adam Mickiewicz and Poland’s military strongman Józef 
Piłsudki. At the top of a gruelling wooden series of staircases is 
the vast, 11 tonne St. Zygmunt Bell. Cast in 1520, the bell can 
supposedly be heard 50km away. QOpen 09:00 - 16:00, Sun 
13:00 - 16:00. Cathedral Museum Closed Sun. Last entrance 
30 minutes before closing. Admission free. Entrance to The 
Royal Tombs, the Zygmunt Bell and Cathedral Museum 10/5zł.

Cathedral Museum (Muzeum Katerdralne) B-5, 
Wawel 2, tel. 012 429 33 27, www.wawel.krakow.pl. 
Opened in 1978 by Karol Wojtyła just before he became Pope 
John Paul II, the fabulous Cathedral Museum features a wealth 
of religious and secular items dating from the 13th century 
onwards, all related to the ups and downs of the Cathedral 
next door. Among its most valuable possessions is the sword 
deliberately snapped into three pieces at the funeral of the 
Calvinist king, Zygmunt August (1548-1572) the last of the Jagi-
ellonian dynasty, as well as all manner of coronation robes and 
royal insignias too boot. QOpen 09:00 - 17:00. Closed Sun. 
Last entrance 30 minutes before closing. Admission to The 
Royal Tombs, the Zygmunt Bell and Cathedral Museum 10/5zł.

Crown Treasury & Armoury (Skarbiec Koronny 
i Zbrojownia) B-5, Wawel Hill, tel. 012 422 51 55, 
www.wawel.krakow.pl. Containing among many splendid 
treats Poland’s very own equivalent of the Crown Jewels, the 
Crown Treasury & Armoury provides a delightful excursion 
into the world of the sumptuous, extravagant and the just 
plain violent. To the left, the Crown Treasury features several 
glass cases of golden and bejewelled goblets, platters, coins 
and other wonders, of which the Szczerbiec, the country’s 
original coronation sword, is the ultimate highlight. To the 
right the Armoury contains a frightening array of spiky pikes, 
wonderment of weapons including some exceedingly swanky 
crossbows, and in the cellar a collection of cannons and 
replicas of the banners captured at the Battle of Grunwald. 
QOpen 09:30 - 17:00, Mon 09:30 - 13:00, Sat, Sun 11:00 
- 18:00. Last entrance one hour before closing. Admission 
17/10zł, Mon free.

Dragon’s Den (Smocza Jama) B-5, Western, low end 
of Wawel Hill, www.wawel.krakow.pl. The spectacular 
limestone formation that is Wawel Hill is believed to have 
been formed about 25 million years ago. Not the solid piece 
of rock it appears to be, the inside is full of eerie caves and 
crawlspaces. This particular cave was home to a dragon, 
Smok Wawelski, or the Wawel Dragon, a particularly nasty 
creature who liked nothing more than to spend his leisure time 
feasting on sheep and having his way with the local young 
ladies. Sent to dispatch the beast was none other than King 
Krak, the legendary founder of the city. The story goes that by 
exploiting the dragon’s penchant for farm animals Krak fooled 
Smok into eating a dummy sheep stuffed with tar and sulphur, 
causing the poor thing to explode. Smok Wawelski’s cave 
later became a famous tavern and brothel during medieval 
times and is now a tourist trap luring families into its dripping 
confines. Outside the exit is the bronze likeness of Smok, 
popular for its fire-breathing abilities which you can witness 
by texting “SMOK” to 7168 on your mobile (even dragons have 
phones these days), however his talents seem freeze up when 
the temperature outside dips below 0 degrees centigrade.
QOpen 10:00 - 17:00.  Admission 3zł. Tickets dispensed by 
machine near the entrance; be sure to have change.

Royal Castle (Zamek Królewski) B-5, Wawel Hill, tel. 
012 422 51 55 ext. 219, www.wawel.krakow.pl. Wawel’s 
prominence as a centre of political power predates the building 
of the first Cathedral on the site in 1000AD. Evidence shows 
that Wawel Hill was being used as a fortified castle before 
Poland’s first ruler, Miesco I (circa 965-992) chose Wawel as 
one of his official residences. The first Polish king crowned 
in Wawel Cathedral was the teenage Władysław the Short 
(1306-1333) on January 20, 1319, beginning a tradition that 
would see a further 35 royal rulers crowned there up until the 
17th century. All of these rulers used the Castle as a residence, 
and all of them added their own architectural details to the 
building. The moving of the capital to Warsaw in 1596 and 
Poland’s subsequent decline saw the Castle fall into a state of 
disrepair. The occupying Austrians used it as a military hospital 
and even went so far as to demolish several buildings includ-
ing a number of churches on the site. The 20th century saw 
the Castle change hands on a number of occasions, with the 
huge ongoing renovation works that continue to this day being 
halted for a number of reasons, most famously when the Castle 
was used as the headquarters of the Nazi Governor General, 
Hans Frank during the German occupation of the city during 
WWII. Today’s Castle complex is a beguiling muddle of styles 
including Medieval, Romanesque, Renaissance and Baroque. 
The inner courtyard with its delightful colonnades is a true 
architectural masterpiece, and the treasures it contains within 
do much to contribute to Kraków’s rightful status as a truly 
world-class city. QOpen 09:30 - 17:00, Mon 09:30 - 13:00, 
Sat, Sun 11:00 - 18:00. Last entrance one hour before closing. 
Admission 8-24/5-18zł, Mon free.

WAWEL

Na Wawelu B-5, Wzgórze Wawelskie 9, tel. 012 
421 19 15, www.nawawelu.pl. Kraków’s ultimate 
tourist trap, or just a much under-rated café and res-
taurant in the best location on earth? You decide as 
you see fit, but much will depend on the service, which 
varies from very good to completely disinterested. 
The food is definitely overpriced for what is standard 
international fare, but you can have a reasonable cof-
fee, beer or juice here, and let’s face it, for a location 
like this you will hardly be expecting any bargains. 
QOpen 12:00 - 17:00. (21-45zł). TAXS

Eat in Wawel

I t’s already a century since 
Kraków’s creati ve genius 
Stanisław Wyspiański passed 
away, yet his presence remains 
almost everywhere you look in 
the city. As well as his tireless 
efforts for the city and Poland 
in general as a painter, play-
wright, poet and more besides, 
Stanisław Wyspiański also 
found time to apply his talents 
to the field of architecture. Fas-
cinated with Wawel since child-
hood, Wyspiański took advan-
tage of the occupying Austrian army’s plans to move their 
barracks out of Wawel to completely redesign the complex. 
His so-called Wawel-Akropolis, designed over the winter of 
1904-1905 with the help of the Polish architect Władysław 
Ekielski (1855-1927), sought to radically alter Wawel with 
the addition of scores of new buildings, towers, chapels 
and even an amphitheatre, the finished effect somehow 
managing to recreate a vision of a once mighty Poland. 
Wyspiański’s failing health and subsequent death two 
years later meant that his greatest project unfortunately 
never left the drawing board. Using the original designs, a 
fabulous model of Wawel-Akropolis was made in the early 
1980s and is on permanent display in the Wawel Room 
inside the city’s superb Wyspiański Museum.

Wyspiański’s Wawel

Sco

State  Ro oms & 
Royal Private Apart-
ments (Reprezen-
tacyjne Komnaty 
& Prywatne Apar-
tamenty Królews-
kie) B-5, Wawel Hill, 
tel. 012 422 51 55, 
www.wawel.krakow.
pl. Two collections in 
one, of which the latter 
is only accessible on 
a specially conducted 
guided tour, these are 
the rooms in which the royals once lived and did their 
entertaining. The spectacular State Rooms seemingly go 
on forever, and are full of luscious oil paintings, intricate 
16th-century Flemish tapestries, some truly extraordinary 
wallpaper and the breathtaking Bird Room. Highlights 
include the eerie Royal Audience Hall, complete with 30 
wooden representations of former Kraków residents’ 
heads on the coffered ceiling and the Hall of Deputies, 
still with an original throne that really brings the majesty of 
Poland’s past to life. The Royal Private Apartments are, as 
one would expect, stunning. Packed with delightful Gothic 
and Renaissance details, rooms include the wonderful 
Guest Bedroom, complete with original Renaissance larch 
wood ceiling and the 15th-century tapestry, Story of the 
Knight with the Swan, Wawel’s oldest surviving example 
of the art form, and the charmingly named Hen’s Foot, two 
small rooms inside the 14th-century Belvedere Tower. What 
these rooms were originally used for is anyone’s guess, 
but the view from the windows is well worth the visit. 
QOpen 09:30 - 17:00, Sat, Sun 11:00 - 18:00. Closed 
Mon. Last entrance one hour before closing.  Admission to 
State Rooms 17/10zł, Royal Private Apartments 24/18zł 
(guide included).
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KAZIMIERZ

Kazimierz is the district that housed Kraków’s Jews for over 
500 years. In the last decade it has been rediscovered, 
and its hollowed-out Jewish culture gradually reintroduced. 
Famous for its associations with Schindler and Spielberg, 
there’s more to the historic Jewish quarter than cemeteries 
and synagogues. Lying between shops selling buttons and 
spanners, you’ll find the heart of Krakow’s artsy character. 
Peeling façades and wooden shutters hide dozens of smoky 
cafes, each one effecting an air of pre-war timelessness. 
Alternative, edgy and packed with oddities this is an essential 
point of interest to any visitor.

The history of Kazimierz can be traced back to 1335 when 
it was officially founded as an island town by King Kazimierz 
the Great. Unlike Kraków, which was largely populated by 
Germans, Kazimierz was dominated by Poles. It was not 
until 1495 when Jews were expelled from Kraków that they 
started to arrive to Kazimierz in force. Awarded its Magde-
burg Rights, which allowed markets to be held in what is 
now Pl. Wolnica, Kazimierz prospered and it is recorded as 
being one of the most influential Polish towns during the 
middle ages. By the 17th century Jewish life was flourishing 
and numerous synagogues had been constructed. Alas, 
Kazimierz was about to run out of luck. In 1651 the area was 
hit by the plague, then four years later ransacked and ruined 
by the Swedish invaders. Famine, floods and anti-Jewish 
riots followed in quick succession, and it wasn’t long till a 
mass migration to Warsaw began, leaving the once vibrant 
Kazimerz a broken shell.

In 1796 Kraków came under Austrian control, and four years 
later Kazimierz was incorporated into Kraków. It was to 
signal the area’s rebirth. The governing Austrians ordered 
Kraków’s Jews to resettle in Kazimierz, and the area was 
slowly redeveloped; timber houses were banned, streets 
were cobbled and walls that once ringed Kazimierz demol-
ished. Kazimierz was finally going places; in 1857 the first 
gas lamps lit up the streets, a tram depot added in 1888 
and in 1905 a power station. By 1910 the Jewish population 
stood at 32,000, a figure that was to nearly double during 
the inter-war years, and a rich cultural life arose around them. 
But this was to change with the outbreak of WWII, and the 
Nazis’ monstrous ideas of racial superiority. Approximately 
three to five thousand of Kraków’s Jews survived the horror 
of the Holocaust, a large proportion of them saved by Oskar 
Schindler. Although 5,000 Jews were registered as living in 
Kraków in 1950 any hopes of rekindling the past soon van-
ished. The anti-Zionist policies of the post-war communist 
authorities sparked waves of emigration to Israel, and by 
the 1970s signs of Jewish life had all but disappeared. The 
fall of communism in 1989 sparked new hope. Kazimierz 
by this time had become a bandit suburb, the sort of place 

Try and track down the tiny church prison in which sinners 
who had broken the sixth commandment would be held and 
subjected to public ridicule. Also of note is a 15th century 
painting, the Madonna Terribilis Daemonibus. Used in exor-
cisms for the last five centuries the canvas is reputed to 
have warded off a hundred thousand demons. Sticking to 
the ecclesiastical theme stop by Skałka (C-7). It’s right 
by the altar that Stanislaus, the Bishop of Szczepanów 
was murdered and then quartered at the whim of King 
Bolesław the Bold. Stansilaus was later beatified, becom-
ing the patron saint of Poland, and it became a tradition 
for Polish Kings to make the pilgrimage from Wawel to this 
church in a bid to compensate for the sins of Bolesław. A 
stone allegedly splattered with the blood of the saint can 
be viewed close by. Ghouls will also to be delighted to learn 
of the crypt, one of the most high profile in Kraków. It’s 
here you’ll find the bodies of local heroes Czesław Miłosz 
and Stanisław Wyspiański.

KAZIMIERZ

you’d only visit with military backup. But investment began 
trickling in and the area’s decline was reversed; 1988 saw 
the first Jewish Festival take place, and five years later the 
Judaica Foundation was opened. That was also the year 
Spielberg arrived to film Schindler’s List, a film that would 
put Kazimierz on the world map and irrevocably change 
its fortunes. Today a visit to Kazimierz ranks just as high 
on itineraries as a trip to Wawel, illustrating the historical 
importance and public regard the area has.

To get a feel for the area start your tour of Kazimerz at the 
top of Szeroka, coming from ulica Miodowa (E-6). Here 
you’ll find the restaurant Dawno Temu Na Kazimierzu (Long 
Ago in Kazimierz). Disguised to look like a row of shop fronts 
the doorways come adorned with traders’ names splashed 
on them: Holzer, Weinberg, Nowak. It’s not hard to feel the 
ghosts of the past as you walk down the Austrian cobbles. 
Next door swat up on your literature by visiting Jarden, the 
area’s first Jewish bookstore, or take a look at Szeroka 
6 (now Klezmer Hois hotel and restaurant). The building 
formerly housed the Great Mikvah, a ritual bathhouse that 
gained notoriety in 1567 when the wooden floor collapsed 
and ten women drowned. Modern day Szeroka has a raft of 
restaurants to pick from, though you can’t do much better 
than visting Rubinstein at number 12. It’s named so for a 
reason. ‘Queen of Cosmetics’ Helena Rubinstein was born 
next door at number 14.

Take time out to explore the city’s two most important 
synagogues - the Old Synagogue and Remuh Synagogue 
- before veering to the right and onto ulica Józefa. The 
street actually takes its name not after Joseph of Bible 
fame, but the Habsburg Emperor Joseph II who stayed on 
this street while touring his nearly conquered territories. 
Find the High Synagogue at number 38, so called because 
the prayer room was located on the first floor. Looted dur-
ing WWII the synagogue housed the Historic Monuments 
Preservation Studio in the post-war years, only returning to 
its intended function in the 1990s. It’s also on Józefa you’ll 
find what many regard to be Kraków’s most picturesque 
courtyard. Accessed via an archway, the cobbled courtyard 
at number 12 (D-6) is instantly recognizable from Spielberg’s 
‘Schindler’s List.’

While on your Kazimierz safari do put aside time to visit the 
Isaac Synagogue (ul. Kupa 18, E-6), whose restored interiors 
now house a permanent exhibition titled ‘In memory of Polish 
Jews’. In 1939 a member of the synagogue committee was 
executed inside these halls after refusing to set fire to it. 
The synagogue is also the source of an enchanting legend. 
It relates to the founder, Isaac, a devout but impoverished 
Jew who once had a dream telling him if he went to Prague he 
would discover great treasures buried by a bridge. Following 
his instincts he set off to Prague, only to find the bridge he 
had dreamt of surrounded by a garrison of soldiers. Having 
spotted him loitering, one of the soldiers challenged Isaac 
as to his intentions. Isaac came clean, only for the soldier to 
scoff words to the effect of ‘You’re an idiot! I’ve been having 
dreams all my life about a Kraków Jew called Isaac who has 
treasure hidden under his stove. But I’m not stupid enough 
to go to Kraków, especially seeing that every second Jew 
is called Isaac’. You can guess the rest. The moment Isaac 
returned home he pulled the stove down and discovered a 
wealth of riches, making him the richest man in Kazimierz.

But Kazimierz is not exclusively Jewish. Take for example 
the stunning Corpus Christi Church on ul. Bożego Ciała 
(D-6/7). Completed in 1405 the 70 metre tower dominates 
the horizon, and work through the ages has seen a slew of 
intricate details added to both the exteriors and interiors. 

 Plac Nowy D-6. While Kraków’s main square, Rynek 
Główny, makes all the postcards and photographs, it is 
Plac Nowy in Kazimierz that has emerged as the spiritual 
centre of Kraków sub-culture. Lacking the splendour of 
the Old Town, Plac Nowy is, if anything, something of an 
eyesore - a collection of unkempt buildings surrounding 
a concrete square filled with chipped green market stalls 
and rat-like pigeons flapping about. If you want something 
completely different from the Old Town, however, here it is. 
 
Plac Nowy started assuming its shape in 1808 having 
been incorporated into the Jewish quarter in the late 17th 
century, and its Jewish connections are highlighted by an 
oft-encountered local insistence on referring to it as Plac 
Żydowski (Jewish Square). For over 200 years it has served 
as a market place with its central landmark, the round 
market building, being added in 1900. The rotunda was 
leased to the Jewish community in 1927 serving as a ritual 
slaughterhouse for poultry right up until Nazi occupation. 
Following the war it resumed its role as the centre of the 
market around it, a function it still carries today. 
 
Apparently it’s the only place in Kraków where you can 
purchase horsemeat, though savages with unrefined taste 
will instead be found lining up outside the dozen or so hole-
in-the-wall fast food hatches that operate from the rotunda. 
Most legendary of these is Endzior, a rite-of-passage for 
any first time visitors to Kazimierz. Placing their order 
through the slit-like window you’ll find everyone from police 
blokes ignoring emergency calls on their walkie-talkies, to 
stick-thin party girls getting their week’s worth of calories; 
Kazimierz without Endzior is like Rome without a coliseum.

The gourmet feasting doesn’t stop there: each May the 
square hosts the annual Soup Festival, a culinary stand-off 
between local restaurants. Awards are given in several 
categories and anyone is invited to cut up a crucible 
and bring it to the square. Granted, it’s not a patch on 
Kraków’s annual Sausage Dog Parade, but (unlike with 
the sausages) you get fed, right?
 
Surrounding the Okrąglak (rotunda) are some 310 trading 
stalls (with 33 more in the smaller square around the cor-
ner), and you’ll find something going on daily from 5:30am 
till early afternoon. Fresh produce, sweets and random 
rubbish are constant guarantees but weekly highlights 
include Sunday’s clothing market, Tuesday morning’s 
small critter expo and Friday’s bewildering pigeon fair, the 
latter two of which are photo essays waiting to happen. 
Visit the square Tuesday morning to find the answer to 
the riddle, ‘How many rabbits fit in a suitcase?’
 
As trade dries up for the day the area takes on a new guise: 
Kraków’s premier pub crawl circuit. Find the academics with 
beads, dreadlocks and secondhand books in places like 
Singer, Alchemia and Les Coloures, while the similarly dark 
and arty Mleczarnia down the road (ul. Meiselsa) can boast 
a superb toilet that doubles as a time portal to the 1920s. 
For all its shambolic charm it comes as a relief that drinking 
in Plac Nowy is no longer the one-dimensional experience 
it once was; there’s only so many misanthropic actors you 
can deal with. Adding an edge of urban glam to the night are 
pre-club places like Le Scandale and Żbilżenia, and recently 
Taawa became the first club to open on Plac Nowy, luring 
a bit of bling to the already unpredictable fizz that is a day 
spent in this part of town. Don’t miss it.

Plac Nowy
I f you’re admiring Wawel Castle, you might notice 
the strange, battered sculpture in front of it at Plac 
Bernardyński (C-5). That’s a replica of the ‘Zbruch Idol,’ 
a rare and coveted archaeological treasure from the 9th 
century. Why so rare? This is one of the most important 
Slavic artefacts in the world - the only sculpture in existence 
believed to depict a Slavic god. For that reason, you’ll find 
replicas of the Zbruch Idol in many museums, including the 
Moscow and Kiev Historical Museums, however, Kraków 
has the distinction of housing the original idol in its fine 
Archaeological Museum on ulica Poselska (B/C-4). Com-
monly associated with the god of war, Svantevit, the deity 
didn’t do a very good job defending himself when crusaders 
tossed him into the Zbruch river during the Christianisation 
of the East Slav tribes in today’s Ukraine. Discovered during 
a drought near the village of Liczkowce in 1848, the narrow, 
four-sided limestone pillar 2.7 metres in height, has three 
tiers of badly-weathered bas-reliefs etched on it. The bot-
tom tier shows a kneeling, bearded figure supporting the 
upper tiers with his hands. The smaller middle tier shows a 
figure with arms extended, while the large top section has 
a head on each side, united under a Slavic nobleman’s hat. 
Each figure possesses a different object: a ring, a drinking 
horn and tiny child, a sword and horse, and an eroded 
solar symbol. While interpretations differ, many believe 
these tiers represent the three levels of the world, with the 
largest being that of the gods. Other theoreticians have 
speculated it is four separate Slavic gods, not one, while 
some would claim the fact that it is made out of stone, not 
wood, makes it altogether non-Slavic.

The Zbruch Idol
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Stanisław Szczepański, of treason. According to legend, the 
bishop was beheaded with the sword seen next to the altar 
and then his body was chopped into pieces on a tree stump. 
After the murder, the royal family fell under a curse. To appease 
the spirit of the wronged bishop, the family built the Pauline 
Church and made regular pilgrimages there to atone for the 
murder. Szczepański was canonised in 1253. The Skałka crypt 
is packed tight with important Poles including composer Karol 
Szymanowski, writer Czesław Miłość and painters Stanisław 
Wyspiański and Jacek Malczewski.QOpen 06:30 - 20:00. No 
visiting during mass please.

St. Catherine’s (Kościół Św. Katarzyny) D-7, ul. 
Augustiańska 7, tel. 012 430 62 42, www.parafia.
augustianie.pl. Respected as one of the most beautiful 
Gothic churches in Kraków. Most of its furnishings were lost 
in the 19th century though the Baroque high altar from 1634 
survives. The cloister built in the time of Kazimierz the Great 
and decorated with Gothic murals and 17th century paintings 
is worth seeing, as is the south porch decorated with stone-
work and tracery.QOpen 10:00 - 16:00, Sat 11:00 - 14:00, 
Sun 14:00 - 17:00.

Museums & Synagogues
City Engineering Museum (Muzeum Inżynierii 
Miejskiej) E-7, ul. Św. Wawrzyńca 15, tel. 012 421 12 
42, www.mimk.com.pl. Evidence that Polish museums 
are finally catching up with the modern world, this charming 
museum inside an old tram depot features three separate 
exhibitions. The first two deal with the history of public trans-
port in Kraków and the development of the Polish automotive 
industry in the form of a large collection of truly wonderful 
vehicles, and the third is what’s called the Fun & Science 
exhibition. Aimed primarily at young people, the latter is 
a bizarre assortment of hands-on displays giving visitors 
the opportunity to interact and learn about such things as 
electricity and hydrostatics. Of particular note is a small 
cucumber in a jar with lots of wires sticking out of it attached 
to a voltmeter. QOpen 10:00 - 16:00. Closed Mon. Admission 
8/6zł, family ticket 20zł. Y

Ethnographical Museum (Muzeum Etnograficzne) 
D-7, Pl. Wolnica 1, tel. 012 430 55 63, www.mek.krakow.
pl. Founded in 1911 by the teacher and folklore enthusiast 
Seweryn Udziela (1857-1937) and located inside Kazimierz’s 
former Town Hall, this cultural highlight usually gets overlooked 
by tourists - wrongfully so. There’s not enough space here 
to wax lyrical about the delights inside, including beautiful 
recreations of 19th-century peasant houses, folk costumes, 
some extraordinary examples of the so-called Nativity Cribs, 
the breathtaking top floor collection of folk art and a rather 
peculiar wooden bicycle. With many of the exhibits explained in 
good English, all we need say is it does a highly commendable 
job of promoting and explaining Polish folk culture, and can’t 
come recommended enough. A separate gallery for changing 
exhibits can be found nearby at ul. Krakowska 46. QOpen 
11:00 - 19:00, Thu 11:00 - 21:00, Sun 11:00 - 15:00. Closed 
Mon. Admission 8/4zł, Sun free for permanent exhibitions. Y

Galicia Jewish Museum (Żydowskie Muzeum 
Galicja) E-6, ul. Dajwór 18, tel. 012 421 68 42, www.
galiciajewishmuseum.org. The brainchild of award-winning 
photo-journalist Chris Schwarz, The Galicia Jewish Museum 
is comprised of some 135 photographs aimed at keeping 
alive the memory of Jewish life in the south of Poland in the 
aftermath of the Holocaust. Schwarz’ images of forgotten 
cemeteries, derelict synagogues and death camps prove 
haunting and sober viewing, and deserve to be an essential 
part of any Kazimierz tour. Though his exhibition serves as 
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Jarden E-6, ul. Szeroka 2, tel. 012 429 13 74, www.
jarden.pl. Jewish bookshop that also arranges guided 
Schindler’s List tours and trips to Auschwitz-Birkenau. 
QOpen 09:00 - 18:00, Sat, Sun 10:00 - 18:00.

Jewish Community (Gmina Wyznaniowa 
Żydowska) D-7, ul. Skawińska 2, tel. 012 429 57 35, 
www.krakow.jewish.org.pl. It has around 160 members 
and organises events and gatherings for the Jewish com-
munity in Kraków. QOpen 09:00 - 14:00. Closed Sat, Sun. 

Jewish Community Centr e (Centrum 
Społeczności Żydowskiej w Krakowie) D-6, ul. 
Miodowa 24, tel. 012 370 57 70, www.jcckrakow.
org. The headquarters of Kraków’s surviving and strength-
ening Jewish community. JCC organises numerous events 
(check website for calendar), hosts Shabbat dinners every 
Friday at sunset (call or visit to get exact time) and is home 
to a large library of Jewish related materials. QOpen 10:00 
- 20:00, Fri 10:00 - 18:00. Closed Sat, Sun.

Judaica Foundation D-6, ul. Meiselsa 17, tel. 012 
430 64 49, www.judaica.pl. A civic and cultural centre 
hosting lectures and exhibits reflecting Jewish life past and 
present. QOpen 10:00 - 18:00, Sat, Sun 10:00 - 14:00.

Tourist Information D-6, ul. Józefa 7, tel. 012 422 04 
71, www.biurofestiwalowe.pl. Information on what to see 
and what’s going on in Kazimierz. QOpen 09:00 - 17:00.

Useful Contacts

KAZIMIERZ

the focal point, the converted warehouse also houses a café, 
information point and a bookstore selling a range of titles of 
Jewish interest. QOpen 10:00 - 18:00. Open until 22:00 the 
last Friday of every month. Admission 14/7zł. Y

Isaac’s Synagogue (Synagoga Izaaka) E-6, ul. Kupa 
18, tel. 012 430 22 22, www.chabadkrakow.pl. Isaac’s 
Synagogue, built in the early Judaic-Baroque style, was opened in 
1644, and was a gift to the city from a wealthy Jew, Izaak Jakubo-
wicz. It is perhaps the most strikingly beautiful of the Kazimierz 
synagogues, all arabesques and squiggles yet retaining a sober 
linearity, especially within. There is much to admire, not least the 
fragments of original wall scriptures. Rabbi Eliezer Gurany runs the 
place with a smile and is usually on hand to provide information 
to allcomers. Meanwhile a much needed kosher restaurant has 
opened on the left side of the building.QOpen 09:00 - 18:00, 
Fri 09:00 - 14:00. Closed Sat. Admission 5/3zł.

New Cemetery E-6, ul. Miodowa 55. This cemetery was es-
tablished in 1800 and was the burial ground for many of Kraków’s 
distinguished Jews in the 19th and early 20th centuries. Its story 
takes on a darker aspect with the decimation of the Jewish 
population between 1939 and 1945. Many of the tombstones 
are actually no more than memorials to entire families that were 
killed in the Holocaust. They now lie surrounded by weeds. 
The rejuvenation of Kazimierz has not yet penetrated the New 
Cemetery’s walls, but there are newly-lit candles burning over 
the headstones. Q Open 09:00-16:00, Closed Sat.

Old Synagogue (Stara Synagoga) E-6, ul. Szeroka 24, 
tel. 012 422 09 62, www.mhk.pl. Built on the cusp of the 
15th and 16th centuries, the Old Synagogue serves as the 
oldest surviving example of Jewish religious architecture in 
Poland and is home to a fine series of exhibits that showcase 
the history and traditions of Polish Judaism. It is no longer 
a working synagogue. The English explanations assume 
no great depth of knowledge on the reader’s part and are 
therefore a perfect primer on the subject. In the midst of all 
the glass cases stands the bimah enclosed in an elaborate, 
wrought iron balustrade. Upstairs, a rather shoddy room dis-
plays the irrevocable tragedy of this district. Posters and signs 
advertise the restoration of the old German town of Krakau 
and the segregation of city trams, followed by deportation 
instructions and posters with names of excecuted civilians. 
The bookshop sells a fine selection of works related to Jew-
ish Krakow, in a number of languages. Q Last entrance 30 
minutes before closing. Open 09:00-17:00, Mon 10:00-14:00. 
From November open 09:00-16:00, Mon 10:00-14:00, Fri 
10:00-17:00. Closed Tue. Admission 8/6zł, Mon free. Y

Remuh Synagogue & Cemetery (Synagoga Remuh 
z Cmentarzem) E-6, ul. Szeroka 40, tel. 012 429 57 35. 
The smallest but most active synagogue in Kazimierz, dating 
from 1553. If you enter quietly, you may even be afforded a 
glimpse of a service. You can stroll through the cemetery which 
was in use until 1800. This holy burial ground was spared by 
the vandalism of the Nazis because many of the gravestones 
had been buried to avoid desecration during the 19th century 
occupation of Kraków by Austrian forces. Most famous is 
the tomb of the 16th century Rabbi Moses Isserles, better 
known as the Remuh. Beside that lies the oldest tomb in the 
cemetery commemorating his wife, Golda Auerbuch. QOpen 
09:00 - 16:00. Closed Sat. Admission 5/2zł.

Temple Synagogue (Synagoga Tempel) D-6, ul. 
Miodowa 24, tel. 012 429 57 35. Kazimierz’s ‘newest’ 
synagogue dates back to 1862, with several later expansions 
- the most recent of which was in 1924. Gorgeously restored, 
the gilded woodwork within now plays host to many concerts. 
QOpen 10:00 - 16:00. Closed Sat. Admission 5/2zł.

Schindler’s Factory (Fabryka Schindlera) K-4, ul. 
Lipowa 4, tel. 012 257 10 17. Only seventy years since the 
outbreak of World War II and sixteen since Steven Spielberg 
threw the international spotlight on Kraków’s World War II 
history with his acclaimed film Schindler’s List (filmed almost 
entirely in Kraków), and yes, Schindler’s historic enamel factory 
is finally open to the public. Unfortunately there’s not much 
to see at the moment. On view is a small exhibit on Oskar 
Schindler himself, including a recreation of his office, and two 
films - the first silent and the second in English - on constant 
rotation; however, the main thrust of this highly-anticipated 
museum has been delayed yet again and isn’t scheduled to 
open until March 2010 at the earliest. Delays aside, the over-
due development of the factory into a world-class museum is 
great news not only for tourists, but for Podgórze - a district 
largely forgotten on the other side of the river - and the healing 
process of the city itself. Schindler’s Factory will be Kraków’s 
first museum to properly address the full scope of the city’s 
sad World War II history. Like Warsaw’s acclaimed Rising Mu-
seum, the new museum will house an interactive, multimedia 
exhibition dramatising episodes from German occupation 
such as the roundup of Jagiellonian University professors, 
life in the Kraków Ghetto, forced labour in the nearby Płaszów 
camp and deportations, as well as recreations of the factory 
as it was then. A vast amount of photographs, documents and 
household objects from the occupation era will be on display 
illustrating the everyday struggles of that time for both Jews 
and Poles. A truly monumental site, the museum only covers 
a few buildings in the front of the factory while plans to open 
a controversial contemporary art museum under separate 
ownership in the buildings at the rear appears to be moving 
forward. QOpen 10:00 - 17:30. Closed Mon. Admission 5/4zł.

Schindler’s FactoryGalleries
Centre for Jewish Culture (Centrum Kultury 
Żydowskiej) D-6, ul. Meiselsa 17, tel. 012 430 64 
52, www.judaica.pl. Changing exhibitions of contemporary 
Jewish art. QOpen 10:00 - 20:00, Sat, Sun 10:00 - 14:00. 
Admission free.

Olympia Galeria D-6, ul. Józefa 18, tel. 0 603 22 30 
08, www.olympiagaleria.pl. Brimming with interesting 
contemporary art. QOpen 11:00 - 17:00, Sat 11:00 - 14:00. 
Closed Mon, Sun.

Churches
Corpus Christi Church (Kościół Bożego Ciała) 
D/E-6/7, ul. Bożego Ciała 26. This massive brick beauty 
from the 14th century takes up two entire blocks in Kazimierz, 
making it one of the city’s largest holy sites. A three-naver in 
the Gothic style, the pulpit features a golden boat (with oars 
and a mast even) being held aloft by two mermaids. And 
though there are few things we like more than mermaids, 
the crowning glory has to be the towering golden altarpiece. 
According to legend, a robber who had stolen a precious relic 
from another church repented on this spot, abandoning the 
reliquary. The priests in pursuit saw a strange light emanating 
from the ground and discovering their sacred prize, founded 
a church here in recognition of the miracle.

Skałka (Kościół Paulinów, Pauline Church) C-7, 
West end of ul. Skałeczna, tel. 012 421 72 44, www.
skalka.paulini.pl. Commonly referred to as Skałka, this 
gorgeous riverside sanctuary is one of the most important 
religious sites in Kraków, with a fair share of history. In 1079, 
King Bolesław the Bold accused the bishop of Kraków, 
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PODGÓRZE
When Spielberg came to Kraków to produce his award-
winning film ‘Schindler’s List,’ the result was a fast and 
far-reaching revitalisation of Kazimierz, Kraków’s former 
Jewish district. Ironically, however, it didn’t reach across 
the river to Podgórze, despite the fact most of the film’s 
historic events took place here as did much of the filming. 
As Kazimierz became super-saturated with tourists and 
bars, predictions that Podgórze was where the new hipster 
heart of Kraków would start beating were plentiful, but 
have thus far failed to develop beyond a few rogue cafes. 
The area’s inability to shake its subtle but pervading pall 
of heartache is in no doubt due to its failure to confront its 
past. A district rich in natural beauty, unusual attractions 
and tragic historical sites which seem to have gone all but 
forgotten, getting off the beaten path in Kraków is as easy 
as crossing the river, and all the more rewarding.

The first signs of settlement in Podgórze date from over ten 
thousand years ago, though the Swedish invasion in the 17th 
century saw much of Podgórze levelled. Awarded the rights of a 
free city in 1784 by the Austrian Emperor Joseph II the town was 
eventually incorporated as Kraków’s fourth district in 1810, and 
the following decades saw its aggressive development; quar-
ries and brickworks were constructed, and a string of military 
forts added, of which Fort Benedict is the only still standing. An 
indication of Podgórze’s age is Krakus Mound, excavations of 
which have dated it to the Iron Age. The trespasses of WWII in 
recent history are what people most associate with the district. 
On March 21, 1941, the entire Jewish population residing in 
Kazimierz were marched across the Powstanców Śląskich bridge 
and crammed into what was to become known as the Podgórze 
Ghetto. Traces of the Ghetto still exist, including a stretch of the 
wall on ul. Lwowska (K-4). Liquidated on March 14, 1943, most 
of the Jewish residents faced death either in the gas chambers 
of Birkenau, or in the nearby work quarries in Płaszów and Liban; 
now abandoned, both sites can be visited the curious and in-
trepid. The Pharmacy Under the Eagle (J-4, Pl. Bohaterów Getta 
18) pays testament to the victims of the Holocaust, though plans 
to turn Schindler’s Factory (K-4, Lipowa 4) into a museum have 
continue to stall, slowing the area’s ability to heal and emerge 
as an endorsed destination on the tourist map.

Churches
St. Benedict’s K-5, Lasota Hill. Take any of the dark, 
daunting trails off ul. Rękawka into the wooded limestone cliffs 
of Krzemionki to discover one of Kraków’s oldest, smallest 
and most mysterious churches in the clearing next to the St. 
Benedict Fort. The date of the present structure has been 
hard to determine, but the curious site certainly dates back 
to the 11th century and a leading theory attributes it to the 
Benedictine monks of Tyniec. Saved from destruction and 
dereliction by a local priest the tiny, cramped interior - con-
sisting of only a small nave and chancel with a painting of St. 
Benedict over the pulpit - has been restored, but can only be 
accessed once a year ironically during the pagan Rękawka 
festival held the first Tuesday after Easter.

St. Joseph’s J-5, ul. Zamojskiego 2, www.jozef.diecezja.
pl. Presiding over the heart of historic Podgórze on the south 
side of the district’s main square, this unmissable neo-gothic 
juggernaut was built between 1905-09 on the design of Jan 
Sas-Zubrzycki. Dominated by an 80 metre clock tower, elabo-
rate masonry dressing, gargoyles and sculptures of saints, St. 
Joseph’s slender, yet imposing brick facade rates among the 
most beautiful in Kraków and is gorgeously illuminated at night. 
The interior is no less beautiful and visitors should also note 
the abandoned 1832 belfry that stands on a rocky outcropping 
behind the church - all that remains of the original temple, dis-
mantled due to design flaws. Q No visiting during mass please.

Museums
Pharmacy Under the Eagle (Apteka Pod Orłem) J-4, 
pl. Bohaterów Getta 18, tel. 012 656 56 25, www.mhk.
pl. When the Podgórze disctrict became the new Jewish ghetto 
under the Nazi occupation, the owner of this pharmacy, Tadeusz 
Pankiewicz, decided to stay on in Podgórze and do all he could for 
the 15,000 Jews living at this last stop on the genocide route. 
The only Poles allowed to live and work in the Jewish ghetto, 
Pankiewicz and his staff risked their lives in many clandestine 
operations and he was later recognised as one of the ‘Righteous 
Among the Nations.’ Today, his pharmacy has been converted 
to a small museum, which heartrenderingly portrays life in the 
ghetto.QOpen 09:30 - 17:00, Mon 10:00 - 14:00. Last entrance 
30 minutes before closing. Admission 5/4zł, Mon free. Y

Places of Interest
Bednarski Park J-5, Entrances from ul. Parkowa and 
ul. Zamojskiego. Opened with great fanfare at the end of 
the 19th century, the park’s founder Wojciech Bednarski was 
reportedly carried around like a winning quarterback while 
newspapers from as far away as St. Petersburg applauded 
the park’s establishment. Though the park itself doesn’t offer 
much more than a partially paved path to walk on, this is one 
of the most beautiful, captivating natural spaces in Kraków 
with limestone cliffs, over one hundred different species of 
tree and the remains of an 18th century fortification. Covering 
eight and half hectares, Bednarski Park is lush and wild with 
trails winding everywhere, in turns shadowy and chimerical, 
or open with fine overviews of the city from its various ridges.

Fort Benedict K-5, Lasota Hill. The only surviving fortress 
of three that were built in Podgórze in the mid-19th century to 
protect the Vistula river and the road to Lwów, Fort Benedict is 
one of only a few citadels of the ‘Maximillion Tower’ type left 
anywhere. An impressive two-storey brick artillery tower in the 
shape of a sixteen-sided polygon with a round interior yard, the 
fort has a total surface area of 1500 square metres. Atop the 
Krzemionki cliffs on Lasota Hill, it takes its name from nearby St. 
Benedict’s church. The fortress quickly lost its usefulness in the 
1890s and has since been used as Austrian military barracks 
and was even converted into apartments in the 1950s, though 
today it lies in general dereliction, filled with abandonned furniture 
and building materials. Numerous plans have been put forth for 
converting it into a cultural space, but it remains impenetrable 
to tourists at the moment, adding to the scenery and mystique 
of one of Kraków’s most surprising and strange corners.

Krakus Mound (Kopiec Krakusa) K-5, Lasota Hill, 
above ul. Maryewskiego. The oldest structure in Kraków, 
Krakus Mound is one of two prehistoric monumental mounds 
in the city and is also its highest point, providing incredible 
panoramic views from its worn summit. Sixteen metres 
high, sixty metres wide at the base and eight metres wide 
at the top, Kopiec Krakusa stands in scruffy contrast to the 
manicured modern mounds elsewhere in the city, with a 
muddy path winding around to a bald peak. The site of pagan 
ritual for centuries, the mound retains an ancient, evocative 
atmosphere amplified by the surroundings of the cliffs of 
Krzemionki, the green rolling fields of Płaszów, the grim Liban 
quarry and the Podgórze cemetery. With incredible views of 
the city, Krakus Mound lies at the centre of one of Kraków’s 
least explored and most captivating areas and should be 
visited by anyone looking to take a rewarding detour from the 
beaten path. It can be approached most easily from the major 
intersection of al. Powstańców Wielopolskich and ul. Wielicka 
via ul. Robotnicza to the steps of al. Pod Kopcem (K-5), or 
by following ul. Dembowskiego (J-5) to the pedestrian bridge 
over al. Powstańców Wielopolskich to the base of the mound.

PODGÓRZE

The result of great human effort and innovative engineering, 
Krakus Mound has long been a source of legend and mys-
tery. Connected with the popular story of Kraków’s mythical 
founder, King Krak or Krakus, the mound is said to have 
been constructed in honour of his death when noblemen and 
peasants filled their sleeves with sand and dirt, bringing it to 
this site in order to create an artificial mountain that would 
rule over the rest of the landscape. In the interwar period, 
extensive archaeological studies were undertaken to try to 
date the mound and verify if there was truth to the legend 
that Krak was buried beneath it. Though much about the 
ingenuity of the mound’s prehistoric engineers was revealed, 
no trace of a grave was found, however excavations were not 
completely comprehensive. A bronze belt was unearthed in 
the lower part of the mound and dated to the 8th century, 
and there is general agreement today that the mound was 
created by a Slavonic colony sometime between the latter 
half of the 7th century and the early 10th century, though 
other hypotheses credit the structure to the Celts. Originally 
there were four smaller mounds around the base of Krak’s 
mound, however these were levelled in the mid-19th century 
during the construction of the city’s first fortress which sur-
rounded the area with a wall embankment and a moat (later 
levelled in 1954). The location of the Krakus Mound and 
the Wanda Mound in Mogiła (T-4) - the city’s other, lesser 
prehistoric earthwork - hardly seems accidental. In addition 
to being an ideal vantage point over the surrounding valleys, 
when standing on the Krakus Mound at dawn on June 20th 
or 21st the sun can be seen rising directly behind Wanda’s 
Mound; conversely, standing on Wanda’s Mound at dusk, the 
sun sets in a straight line behind Krak’s Mound. The legend of 
Krak’s mound inspired the modern creation of burial mounds 
for Kościuszko and Piłsudski in Las Wolski and today they 
remain one of Poland’s greatest archaeological mysteries.

New Podgórze Cemetery (Cmentarz Podgórski) 
K-5, ul. Wapienna 13, tel. 012 656 17 25. Behind Kopiec 
Krakusa on the Krakus foothills, the New Cemetery is a large, 
picturesque memorial park filled with monumental scupture. 
Opened in 1900, the cemetery originally had a strict Catholic 
character with a separate designated area for Protestants 
and a distinct section for suicides (marked ‘VIII-a’). Today it 
continues to grow and is ideal for a visit on All Souls’ Day 
(Nov. 1, 2) due to its basin-shape creating an amphitheatre 
of coloured candlelight. QOpen 07:00 - 17:00.

Old Podgórze Cemetery (Stary Cmentarz Podgór-
ski) K-5, Corner of ul. Limanowskiego and ul. Powstanców 
Wielopolskich. Podgórze’s primary necropolis for over a 
hundred years, the Old Podgórze Cemetery is/was the resting 
place of the formerly independent city’s most distinguished 
citizens. Established in the late 18th century, the cemetery’s 
grand arched gateway is set back from a busy intersection on a 
hill behind the iconic sculpture of ‘God the Father.’ Unfortunately, 
with the exception of a few, many of the most notable graves 
have been lost during the boneyard’s turbulent history. Crossing 
the stone entry, the first grave on the right is the resting place 
of Edward Dembowski - leader of the 1846 Kraków Uprising, 
laid to rest here in a collective grave with 28 insurgents shot by 
the Austrian Army; nearby is the Bednarski family vault, where 
Wojciech - founder of Podgo’s most beautiful park reposes. 
Closed upon reaching capacity in 1900, the Germans levelled 
a third of the cemetery during WWII while building a railway. Even 
more grievous was the site’s reduction to a fraction of its origi-
nal size during the construction of al. Powstańców Wielopolskich 
in the 1970s, when almost all the graves were destroyed or 
strewn haphazardly about. Like much of the district today, the 
cemetery’s charm lies in the nostalgic character of its general 
neglect. A small relic of vanishing beauty, the cemetery is open 
everyday from dawn to dusk.

Liban Quarry J/K-5, ul. Za Torem. One of the creepi-
est, most forgotten places in Kraków, the Liban Quarry 
should first and foremost be a place of remembrance 
for the victims of the Nazi labour camp that operated 
here during Kraków’s WWII occupation. That said, the 
sight lies in overgrown abandon today, slowly becoming 
a nature sanctuary for waterfowl, birds of prey, pheas-
ants and other various creatures (we’ve even seen an 
unattended horse grazing here) as the city seems to 
have forgotten it completely. Incredible limestone cliffs, 
ponds and dense vegetation are as breath-taking as the 
rusting refinery equipment, fenceposts, gravestones and 
tangles of barbed wire that can still be found amongst 
the brush here.

The limestone company ‘Liban and Ehrenpreis,’ run by 
two well-known Jewish industrial families from Podgórze, 
established a quarry here in 1873. By the end of the 19th 
century a complex of buildings was established within the 
quarry and a railway line laid as the families enjoyed an 
excellent reputation locally and abroad. However, during 
Nazi occupation, Liban was set-up as a cruel penal camp 
where 800 young Poles were kept prisoner from 1942 
to 1944 performing forced labour. A small, discreet, 
overgrown and easily overlooked memorial for 21 inmates 
executed during the liquidation of the camp lies beside 
the cliffside at the Za Torem end of the site.

In 1993 Steven Spielberg used Liban as the set of all 
the scenes from Schindler’s List that take place in the 
Płaszów concentration camp. Not wanting to use the 
nearby site of the camp itself out of respect, it must 
have taken little imagination on his part to settle upon 
Liban. During filming 34 barracks and watchtowers were 
set-up around the quarry, and though most of the set was 
subsequently removed, some traces remain confusingly 
mixed with the genuine historical leftovers from the war, 
making it unclear just how uncomfortable you should feel 
as you walk amongst the many gallows-like fenceposts 
strung with barbed wire and rusty machinery. Certainly, 
the most disturbing site is the central pathway paved 
with Jewish headstones, which we can put you at ease by 
assuring you is not genuine. An incredibly evocative, yet 
peaceful and beautiful site, Liban allows you to explore 
Kraków’s World War II history on your own terms, inter-
preting it as you like without the hand-holding of history 
books or tourist bureaus. Enter the quarry at your own risk 
by following a trail from Krak’s Mound toward Podgórze 
cemetery along the rim of and into the quarry, or try your 
luck from ul. Za Torem; though there is nothing unlawful 
about being in the quarry, city employees of the Hous-
ing Office buildings at the quarry’s entrance have been 
known to aggravatedly deny entry or ask people to leave.

Liban Quarry

© Allie_Caulfield
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NOWA HUTA

The bastard child of a devastated post WWII Poland, the huge 
Socialist Realist suburb of Nowa Huta is the direct antithesis 
of everything cuddly Kraków is. Gargoyles and tourists? Not 
here. The Orwellian settlement of Nowa Huta is one of only 
two entirely pre-planned socialist realist cities ever built (the 
other being Magnitogorsk in Russia’s Ural Mountains), and 
one of the finest examples of deliberate social engineering 
in the world.

Funded by the Soviet Union, Nowa Huta swallowed up a huge 
swathe of ideal agricultural land, and the ancient village of 
Kościelniki (as well as parts of Mogiła and Krzesławice) in 
an attempt to create an in-yer-face proletarian opponent 
to intellectual, artsy-fartsy, fairytale Kraków. The decision 
to build NH was rubber stamped on May 17, 1947 and over 
the next few years construction of a model city for 100,000 
people sprung up at breakneck speed. Built to impress, Nowa 
Huta featured wide, tree-lined avenues, parks, lakes and the 
officially sanctioned architectural style of the time - Socialist 
Realism. Nowa Huta’s architects strove to construct the ideal 
city, with ironic inspiration coming from the neighbourhood 
blocks built in 1920s New York (that despicable western 
metropolis). Careful planning was key, and the suburb was 
designed with ‘efficient mutual control’ in mind: wide streets 
would prevent the spread of fire and the profusion of trees 
would easily soak up a nuclear blast, while the layout was 
such that the city could easily be turned into a fortress if it 
came under attack.

It was a massive task, with volunteer workers flocking from 
across Poland to take part in this bold project. Feats of 
personal sacrifice were rife and encouraged with one man, 
Piotr Ożański, publicly credited with laying an stupendous 
33,000 bricks in one single day. For the workers life was 
tough; many were still sleeping in tents when the first winter 
arrived, and crime was rampant. Legends abounded of 
bodies being buried in foundations, and night was posi-
tively dangerous in a country still reeling from the chaos 
of world war. Finally, on June 23, 1949, work on the first 
block of flats began - today a plaque found on ul. Mierzwy 
14 commemorates the event. Somewhat sadly perhaps, 
the Utopian dream that was Nowa Huta was never fully 
realized. However what was completed is very much worth 
the trip for intrepid tourists willing to teleport themselves 
into a completely different reality far from the cobbled kitsch 
of Kraków; it’s as easy as a tramride.

What To See
Should you take that step, do so onto the platform of Plac 
Centralny (O-4) and find yourself in the central nervous 
system of Nowa Huta. Dating from 1949, the Central Square 
is a masterpiece of Soviet social planning, and the brainchild 
of architect Tadeusz Ptaszycki. In another twist of irony, this 
Soviet landmark which once bore Stalin’s name was officially 
redesignated ‘Ronald Reagan Square’ in 2004, though speak 
to any local and you’ll still find it referred to as Pl. Centralny.
While this ‘square’ serves as the focal point for visitors, it’s the 
Steelworks (T-2) that Nowa Huta is known for, not to mention 
named after. Poland was in the process of rebuilding itself 
from near complete destruction after WWII, and steel was of 
vital importance. Work began in April 1950, and by 1954 the 
first blast furnace was in operation. Employing some 40,000 
people in its heyday the Steelworks were capable of producing 
seven million tonnes of steel annually, and at one time boasted 
the largest blast furnace in Europe. Such was its reputation 
that Fidel Castro chose to visit the Steelworks rather than 
Kraków’s Rynek on one state visit to Poland.

Nowa Huta may have been designed to be a socialist show-
case city, but the reality was far different. It became a hotbed 
of anticommunist activity, with early displays of dissent traced 
back to the struggle for permission to build the city’s first 
church, and though it took 28 years, The Lord’s Ark (Kościół 
Arka Pana, N-1) was finally consecrated in 1977. Not surpris-
ingly many of Nowa Huta’s political protestors could be found 
during the day on the factory floor, and the Steelworks were 
to play a huge part in the Solidarity strikes of the early 1980s. 
Identified as an anti-establishment stronghold, the Steelworks 
were placed under military control during the period of martial 
law, and today a remembrance room inside the Steelworks 
honours those workers who put their lives on the line.

However, while the character of Nowa Huta has been shaped 
by the last half century, a true tour of the area reveals a number 
of treasures of much older historical value. The most epitomis-
ing example of a pre-steel age in the area has to be Wanda’s 
Mound (T-4) – a mysterious prehistoric earthwork that proves 
the area’s settlement predates that of Kraków’s Old Town. The 
quiet communities of Krzesławice (S-1) and Mogiła (R-5) each 
hide pristine examples of ancient Polish sacral architecture 
in the wooden churches of St. John the Baptist and St. 
Bartholomew (S-2 and R-5, respectively). Artist Jan Matejko 
enjoyed Krzesławice so much he used it as an artist retreat 
as his preserved period manor house (S-1) evidences. Mogiła 
meanwhile harbours one of the most cherished religious 
sites in Małopolska in the Cistercian Monastery (R-5) and 
its morbidly miraculous cross. If you’ve more time to explore, 
a walking or cycling tour of Mogiła’s small backroads is akin 
to an open-air ethnographic museum, just watch out for the 
german shepherds behind every garden fence.

NOWA HUTA

Churches
Church of St. Bartholomew R-5, ul. Klasztorna 
11, tel. (+48)12 644 23 31. Founded by Kraków bishop 
Iwo Odrowąż who brought the Cistercians to Mogiła from 
Silesia in 1222, the present structure of this outstanding 
wooden church dates from 1466. As the Church of St. Wenc-
eslas across the street was part of a monastic complex, St. 
Batholomew's was erected to accommodate the Catholic 
layman, one of whom - master carpenter Maciej Mączka - put 
his name and completion date on the door after building this 
enduring wooden treasure. Exceptional for its three aisles 
- a rarity in wooden church architecture - the 18th century 
belfry and beautiful domed entrance gate have also been 
preserved. Mogiła is easily accessed from Plac Centralny 
via trams 15 and 20; get off at the Klasztorna stop and it's 
a short walk south.

Church of St. John the Bap-
tist S-2, ul. Wańkowicza 21. 
Next door to Matejko's manor 
house, this is one of two wooden 
churches in the area. Built be-
tween 1633 and 1648 in the vil-
lage of Jaworniki in the mountains 
on Poland's eastern border with 
Ukraine, when the church was 
threatened by demolition in the 
1980s local authorities surpris-
ingly approved i ts transfer to 
Krzesławice as part of a planned 

open-air folk architecture museum which never came to be. 
A tower was added and the historic monument took on new 
life as a place of worship, which continues today with regular 
services held in the small, single-aisle interior.

The Cistercian Monastery R-5, ul. Klasztorna 11, tel. 
(+48)12 644 23 31. Located in what remains of the sleepy 
village of Mogiła that Nowa Huta was plunked down upon, the 
ancient Cistercian Monastery, with its two adjoining churches, 
was the closest place of worship to Plac Centralny until Arka 
Pana Church (N-1) was finally consecrated in 1977. The vast and 
splendid Church of St. Wenceslas and the adjoining Cistercian 
cloister, which date way, way back to 1266, are recognised as 
among the most important religious buildings in Małopolska. 
During the Renaissance the monastery was well known for 
its master painters and the huge interior of St. Wenceslas as 
well as the monastery library feature many fine works from the 
period. Most importantly, St. Wenceslas Church also stores 
the famous Cross of Mogiła - the source of many miraculous 
legends. Said to have been discovered when a blacksmith's 
son jumped into the Wisła River to save what he thought to be 
a drowning man floating downstream, the cross was brought 
to the monastery and quickly began building a reputation for 
miracles before cementing them when it was the only part 
of the church's furnishings not destroyed by the fire of 1447, 
despite being made of wood. Christ's hair and loincloth were 
burned however, and ever since that time he has donned a wrap 
of true fabric and a wig of real human hair. Weird. The monas-
tery is easily accessed from Plac Centralny via trams 15 and 
20; get off at the Klasztorna stop and it's a short walk south.

The Lord's Ark (Kościół Arka Pana) N-1, ul. Obrońców 
Krzyża 1, tel. (+48) 12 644 54 34, www.arkapana.pl. Built 
between 1967 and 1977, Nowa Huta’s first house of worship 
was designed by Wojciech Pietrzyk and was pieced together 
brick by brick by volunteer workers with no assistance from the 
communist authorities. The complete opposite of what Nowa 
Huta was meant to stand for, The Lord’s Ark is a remarkable 
building, and a true symbol of the Polish belief in Catholicism. 

With no outside help it was down to the locals to mix cement 
with spades, and find the two million stones needed for the 
church’s facade. The first corner stone was laid in 1969 by 
Cardinal Karol Wojtyla, who would later assume fame as Pope 
John Paul II, but the discovery of a WWII ammunition dump 
delayed work, and the precarious removal of some 5,000 mines 
and shells had to be completed before work was resumed. 
Finally, on May 15, 1977, the church was consecrated. Built to 
resemble Noah’s Ark, with a 70 metre mast-shaped crucifix 
rising from the middle, the church houses a mind-boggling 
array of treasures, including a stone from the tomb of St Peter 
in the Vatican, a tabernacle containing a fragment of rutile 
brought back from the moon by the crew of Apollo 11 and a 
controversial statue of Christ that shows him not on a cross, 
but about to fly to the heavens. And if you thought it couldn’t 
get weirder then you hadn’t gambled on the statue dedicated 
to Our Lady the Armoured – get this, the half metre sculpture 
is made from ten kilograms of shrapnel removed from Polish 
soldiers wounded at the Battle of Monte Cassino. The church 
became a focal point during the anti-communist protests of 
the early 1980s, not least for the shelter it afforded the locals 
from the militia. Protesting during the period of Martial Law 
was dangerous business, and that’s proved by the monument 
dedicated to Bogdan Włosik more or less opposite the church. 
Włosik was shot in the chest by security services, and later 
died of his injuries. His death outraged the people, and his 
funeral was attended by 20,000 mourners. The monument 
commemorating the site of his death was erected in 1992 and 
is a tribute to all those who died during this period.Q Lower 
level open 06:00 - 17:00. Upper level open during mass and 
on request. No visiting during mass please.

As an avid cyclist it is distinctly possible Lenin visited 
what is now Nowa Huta during his two year sojourn 
in Kraków. He made a high-profile comeback in 1954 
when the Steelworks were named after him, and a year 
later a statue of him was unveiled in Strzelecki Park. The 
figure was moved to the Lenin Museum soon after, and 
thereafter mysteriously disappeared. In 1970 the deci-
sion was taken to construct a new one on Al. Róż, with 
Marian Konieczny winning the commission.

Strangely, the artist was at that time living in Lenin’s 
former flat. Perhaps inspired by this freaky turn of fate 
Konieczny took three years to create a cracker of a statue, 
with the seven tonne Lenin seen striding purposefully 
foreward down the centre of town with raincoat open and 
furrowed brow. The people of Nowa Huta however were 
left unimpressed, and the statue soon became the focus 
of creative vandals. In one such case a rusty old bicycle, 
battered pair of boots and a handwritten note were left 
below the statue which read, “Take these old boots, get 
on the bike and get the hell out of Nowa Huta.” In 1979 a 
bomb was planted at his feet, though the only casualty 
proved to be a local man who died of shock after being 
awoken by the blast. During the Martial Law era more 
attempts to destroy him were thwarted, and he doggedly 
survived an effort to pull him down, as well as an arson 
attack. Finally, on December 10, 1989, Lenin was picked 
up by a giant crane, boxed up and left to rot in a disused 
fort. But his story doesn’t end there. Years later a Swedish 
philanthropist bought him for 100,000 Swedish crowns, 
and had him shipped to a museum outside of Stockholm. 
Today Nowa Huta’s former pet Lenin has been given a 
more youthful look by Swedish artists, and is now seen 
touting a pierced ear and a handrolled ciggie. But we kid.

Memories of Lenin

Roses Avenue (Aleja Róż)
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NOWA HUTANOWA HUTA

Museums
Jan Matejko Manor House (Dworek Jana Matejki) 
S-1, ul. Wańkowicza 25, tel. (+48) 12 644 56 74. Located 
in Krzesławice - a charming village just one street behind Nowa 
Huta’s artificial lake, here you’ll find the small manor house with a 
wood shingle roof once used as a workshop by Poland’s greatest 
19th century painter, Jan Matejko. Though seemingly ironic today, 
this is where the artist went to escape the crude haste of life in 
Kraków. First inhabited by Hugo Kołłątaj  - an eminent Enlighten-
ment political activist who co-penned Poland’s constitution (the 
first in Europe), Matejko purchased the manor in 1876 adding on 
the porch and the extension which would house his workshop. 
Inside guests will see Matejko’s famous ‘Gallery of Polish Kings’ 
as well as many illustrations, everyday items and period furniture. 
Next door is the wooden Church of St. John the Baptist - also worth 
seeing. QOpen 10:00 - 14:00. Closed Sat, Sun. Admission 5/2zł.

Nowa Huta Museum O-2, os. Słoneczne 16, tel. (+48) 
12 425 97 75, www.mhk.pl. This small museum, which also 
serves as Nowa Huta’s tourist information centre, features a 
series of changing exhibitions relating to the life and culture 
of the district. Most exhibits are in Polish, but the women 
working there speak English and it’s well worth dropping by 
just for a free map and information. QOpen 09:30-17:00, 
Sat 10:30-18:00. Closed Mon, Sun. From November open 
09:00-16:00, Wed 10:00-17:00. Closed Mon, Sun. Last ticket 
sold 30 minutes before closing. Admission 4/3zł. Wed free.

Places of Interest
The Central Square & Roses Avenue (Plac Centralny 
i Aleja Róż) O-4. The centre of Nowa Huta's architectural 
layout, Plac Centralny is the district's primary landmark and one 
of the highest social realist architectural achievements in PL, 
despite never being completed. The two main structures of the 
square were to be the towering Town Hall (resembling a mini PKiN) 
at the northern end and a colonnaded theatre at the southern 
end, with an obelisk in between; though the designs were in 
place, none saw development. Similarly, the grand promenade 
linking them - Roses Avenue (Aleja Róż, O-3) - was never fully 
realised, and terminates after a mere four blocks, making it a 
fine example of your typical Stalinist 'road to nowhere.'
While tooling around the six-story arcaded buildings lining the 
way, you'll find a several curiosities worth peeping into. Perhaps 
the most timeless shop in Nowa Huta is Cepelix (os. Centrum 
B bl.1, 0-3). Though a nationally known chain of half craft, half 
kitsch folk art items, the Nowa Huta branch is like none other 
in the country, thanks to the original 50s interior of stylised 
furnishings, metal chandeliers and a coffer ceiling with colourful 
hand-painted ceramic plates. The character of this place hasn't 
changed a bit and as such it's a great place to buy sheepskins, 
lacework or famous Bolesławiec pottery at basement prices. 
Crossing the street to os. Centrum C, original interiors have also 
been preserved in the corner Skarbnica bookshop, but for a 
true taste of the district visit the incredible milk bar next door to 
it. Nowa Huta is literally chock-a-block with milk bars, but we've 
never seen anything as glorious as the midnight blue with a 
rainbow motif interior of this bar mleczny. Topping that, take 
a trip to the other end of the block to the legendary Stylowa 
Restaurant - about the only place to eat in NH that isn't a milk 
bar. Once one of the most exclusive restaurants in town, this 
place carries on in the same spirit as when it opened and it's 
easy to tell the interior has been updated in well over 30 years. 
Stop in on a Friday or Saturday night to witness pensioned locals 
strutting their stuff on the dancefloor to live disco polo sets by 
a crooning husband and wife team, and we guarantee you won't 
be able to leave before dancing with at least two babcias and 
having at least three unwanted conversations. A rare cultural 
experience, few places like Stylowa still exist anywhere.

The Sendzimir Steelworks (Huta im. Tadeusza 
Sendzimira) T-2, ul. Ujastek 1. While the monumental 
Plac Centralny is the face Nowa Huta turns to the public, its 
true social realist glorypiece is the Administrative Centre of 
the Steelworks - the palatial monstrosities flanking the gate 
to the complex. Built between 1952 and ‘55 to the design 
of the two Janusz’s - Ballenstadt and Ingarten - these twin 
architectural monuments crowned with a renaissance comb 
attic represent the most exquisite example of the social 
realism in Poland. If you could get yourself inside them you’d 
see incredibly well-preserved examples of 50s decor includ-
ing black marble staircases, magnificent candelabras and 
decorative radiator shields. Getting inside the Steelworks 
is indeed a bit of a problem. Despite the fact that one of its 
buildings houses a small Solidarity Museum, the Steelworks 
are open only by special arrangement (or during occassional 
concerts held in the former tinning mill) and they don’t do 
English tours (sad face). Even in that case, you would have to 
hire an automobile to begin exploring the immense complex 
which covers over 1000 hectares with an internal road and rail 
network dozens of kilometres long. Some of the Steelworks’ 
larger halls could fit Kraków’s main market square (the largest 
in Europe, mind you) several times over, and the lava-brimming 
melting ladles are several stories tall. After communism fell, 
the patron saint of the Steelworks was revised from Vladimir 
Lenin to Polish-American inventor Tadeusz Sendzimir. In 2005 
the complex was bought by the Indian tycoon Lakshmi Mithal 
and is now officially called ‘ArcelorMittal Poland,’ but you can 
call it ‘Susan.’

Wanda's Mound (Kopiec Wandy) T-4, Near inter-
section of ul. Ujastek Mogilski and ul. Bardosa. Though 
construction of Nowa Huta began in 1949, Kopiec Wandy 
is indisputable evidence that the history of the area goes 
back much further. In fact, the village of Mogiła, which Kopiec 
Wandy is near the historical centre of, has been inhabited 
since 5000 BC without interruption, while archaeologists 
date the settlement of Kraków's Old Town much later in the 
8th century. Together with Kopiec Krakusa in Podgórze (K-5) 
- Kraków's other prehistoric earthwork - Kopiec Wandy plays 
a role in one of Poland's greatest archeaological mysteries 
as the mound's date of construction, builders and function 
all remain a subject of great speculation. Leading theories 
suggest that both mounds were erected sometime between 
the 6th and 10th centuries, by either the Slavs or the Celts, 
as burial mounds or pagan cult sites; perhaps most likely is 
that they were created as burial mounds which later became 
cult sites. Though seemingly random within the layout of 
modern Kraków, the location of the two mounds can hardly 
be seen as an accident; when standing atop Kopiec Wandy 
on the evening of the summer solstice, the sun can be seen 
setting in a direct line behind Kopiec Krakusa.
Off a major road behind a handy tramstop (station 'Kopiec 
Wandy'), Wanda's Mound is a conical earthwork rising 14m 
with a winding path to the top, adorned by a small monu-
ment from the 19th century by Jan Matejko who lived in the 
Krzesławice Manor nearby. The victim of general neglect 
and geographical trespasses, Wanda's Mound today lies 
just beyond the fence of the fearsomely enormous Sendzimir 
steel plant, of which glimpses of a large junkyard can be seen 
through the trees. The view to the southwest is an improve-
ment, where Kopiec Krakusa and Podgórze can be seen in 
the distance, though Wanda's Mound unfortunately doesn't 
offer sweeping views of the same caliber as Kraków's other 
mounds. The parkland surrounding the mound is in need of 
the development which is apparently planned, not to men-
tion some proper modern archaeological studies; behind 
the mound is a footpath leading to the right towards one 
of Kraków's hidden 19th century Austrian fortresses, but, 
honestly, it just gives us the creeps.

The Nowa Huta Cross (and Riots) O-2, ul. 
Ludżmierska 2. Conceived as an ideal socialist city, 
Nowa Huta was to be atheist by definition and as such 
its design didn’t designate any urban plots for trouble-
some churchs. As one can imagine, the policy didn’t go 
over well with the locals who, backed by Bishop Karol 
Wojtyla - the future Pope JP2, began fighting for a permit 
to erect a Catholic place of worship right from the get-go. 
Progress finally came with the political thaw of October 
1956: the proper papers and permissions were granted, 
a site was chosen and soon a large wooden cross was 
erected and consecrated in the Theatre district. In June 
1958, ground was broken for the foundations, but work 
was promptly halted as the leniency of the communist 
authorities had apparently expired, and the site was 
designated for a school. With the intent of removing the 
consecration cross, the authorities aptly anticipated 
a conflict after numerous protests and special armed 
forces were rolled in from all across southern PL. Nowa 
Huta was officially ‘closed’ and a dense column of 
military trucks, armoured cars, cannons and machine 
guns sealed it off from Kraków, with the only line of 
communication between the two cities being the taxi 
drivers who announced that the “revolution in Nowa 
Huta” had begun. Tensions broke into an all-out street 
war between police and some 4000 ‘defenders of the 
cross’ on April 27, 1960 and lasted for several days 
with water cannons, tear gas and dogs unleashed on 
the civilian protestors. The number of injured or killed in 
the conflict is unknown, but officially distributed reports 
(dubious by nature) listed military casualties at 200 and 
eyewitnesses suggest the civilian number would have 
been three or four times as much. Officially 493 people 
were arrested and 87 sentenced to prison stints from 
6 months to 5 years in length.

And the cross? It stood, though the planned school was 
nonetheless built on the original church site beside it as 
armed officers guarded the cross day and night. By the 
1970s the Nowa Huta Cross was in sorry shape, and 
looking ready to keel over from rot and decay - an idea 
which greatly pleased the authorities who assumed 
that when it did their troubles would be over. Not so. 
A massive new oak cross was secretly prepared and 
when the opportunity to install it arose in the late 70s 
as the officers were away from their posts for May 1st 
celebrations (Communist Labour Day), it was erected 
on the site of the original. It would later be replaced by 
a metal cross and in 2007 by the bronze cross which 
stands today bearing the inscription, “To John Paul II, 
the Defender of the Cross - the grateful people of Nowa 
Huta.” The city, meanwhile, would remain without a church 
until 1966 when Arka Pana (N-1) was built a half kilometre 
away (though it would be prevented from being officially 
consecrated until 1977). In 2002, the small Church of the 
Sacred Heart was consecrated beside the Nowa Huta 
Cross and adjacent school.

The Nowa Huta Cross
The only daughter of Krakus, Kraków’s mythical founder, 
there are many tales chronicling the life of Wanda which 
have been the source of many literary works and taken 
their place in the Polish national consciousness. First 
mentioned by a historian of the early 13th century, Queen 
Wanda (like all Polish women, mind you) was apparently 
quite an exceptional lady. Possessed of great beauty 
(obviously), grace, wisdom and charm, even the most 
ruthless enemies were said to willow at the sight of her, 
including a Leman tyrant who - in attempting to seize a 
throne he perceived as ‘vacant’ - laid down his arms at 
the sight of her indisputable charms. Not just a pretty 
face, Wanda is also credited with military talent, defeat-
ing the Germans in a battle at Skotnickie Lake. As you 
can imagine, a lady of such high nobility, endowment and 
appeal had her fair share of suitors and apparently the 
list of humiliated hopefuls throwing themselves of their 
swords was a long one. Valuing virginity as the highest 
moral station, Wanda refused all those who asked for her 
hand, including a German prince who threatened to take 
her and her kingdom by force if she would not submit. In 
a revered example of self-sacrifice to her people, rather 
than willfully give her kingdom over to a foreigner, Wanda 
threw herself into the Wisła River - an act which later, dur-
ing the highly-patriotic periods of Polish annexation and 
occupation, earned her the snarky nickname ‘Wanda who 
didn’t want a German.’ In order to honour and remember 
their great Queen, the nation built her an earthwork tomb 
as impressive as her father’s near Mogiła, the place of her 
birth. Though she died a virgin, those brave enough to visit 
Nowa Huta today can easily conquer Wanda’s mound.

The Legend of Wanda

Tourist Information O-2, os. Słoneczne 16, tel. 
(+48) 12 643 03 03, www.biurofestiwalowe.pl. 
See Nowa Huta Museum. QOpen 10:00 - 14:00. Closed 
Mon, Sun.

Tourist information
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Bochnia Mine (Kopalnia Soli Bochnia) ul. Solna 2, 
Bochnia, tel. 014 615 36 36, www.kopalniasoli.pl. This 
salt mine was the oldest production company in Poland - it 
recently closed after more than 750 years of operation. The 
tour takes in the largest chambers, that hold a sports centre, 
cafeteria, disco and sanatorium before heading off to the 
chapel and some twisty old shafts. While less spectacular 
than Wieliczka, Bochnia is a less commercial and hurried 
experience. 

For centuries, salt was mined near Kraków and brought 
wealth to the region. Two mines can be visited, of which 
the one in Wieliczka is the most spectacular. About 20 
million years ago, this area was covered by a shallow, 
salty sea. Unfortunately for Kraków the beaches have 
gone, but left behind were some huge salt deposits that 
ended up 10-200m underground due to tectonic move-
ments. Ever since the Stone Age, locals have been boil-
ing brine to extract salt from the easily reachable layers; 
from the 13th century people started to dig for rock-
salt. The mines gradually developed from small shafts 
used by local farmers and operating only in wintertime, 
to complexes of tunnels with horse-powered winches 
until finally into the modern mines that were eventually 
closed in the 1990s. Both the Bochnia and Wieliczka 
mines can be visited on tours that last about two hours, 
with witty guides who give insight into ancient and mod-
ern salt mining techniques and the artworks, chapels, 
lakes, sports facilities and sanatoriums you now find 
underground. The temperature in both mines is a con-
stant 15°C. If you want to impress the guide, memorise 
the wonderful words Szczęść Boże (stench-tsh boh-zhe); 
this essential, unpronouncable bit of salt miners’ lingo 
means as much as ‘may God protect you.’

Get there by train from Kraków (1-3 trains per hour, 30-60 
minutes) and walk 10 minutes uphill from the station to the 
Rynek (main square) from where you see the shaft lifts. Q 
Admission 30/22zł. Tours at 09:30, 11:30, 15:30, Sat, Sun 
hourly between 10:15 & 16:15. Phone ahead for an English-
speaking guide 100zł.

Wieliczka Mine ul. 
Daniłowicza 10, Wielic-
zka, tel. 012 278 73 
02, www.kopalnia.pl. 
A listed UNESCO monu-
ment since 1978, the 
Wieliczka mine is thought 
to have been created 
by the forces of nature 
around 15 million years 
ago. The mine features 
nine floors, ranging from 64 metres to 327 metres in 
depth, with one shaft dating from medievel times. The tour 
takes in a series of chambers full of carvings and statues, 
the late 17th century St. Anthony’s chapel and the huge 
22,000 cubic metre Chapel of St. Kinga, which is completely 
decorated with salt. The bas-relief wall carvings, made by 
talented miners, depict scenes from the New Testament 
and display amazing dimension and realism. After passing 
a salt lake that holds more than 300g of salt per litre, and 
a hall big enough to fly a hot-air balloon in, the tour ends at 
the underground restaurant and souvenir shop. A rattling 
high-speed mining lift brings you back up to the surface. 
Travel the 15km to Wieliczka by frequent train (4zł) or by 
minibus (every 20 minutes from the train station, 2,50zł). 
Q Open 07:30-19:30. From November Open 08:00-17:00. 
Admission 64/49 zł. Y

© laslandes

SALT MINES

Getting There
Oświęcim is 75km west of Kraków and is served by frequent 
buses (1.5hrs, 10zł) which leave from the station at ul. Bo-
sacka (E-1) and two early trains (1,5hrs, 11zł) daily. Some 
buses drop you off at Auschwitz Museum, others will leave 
you at Oświęcim train station from where local buses N°2, 
3, 4, 5, 6, 9, 17 and 23 (tickets at the kiosk, 2.20zł) go to 
the museum. The two camps are 3km apart. Buses leave 
for Auschwitz II - Birkenau every hour from the car park of 
Auschwitz I during the high tourist season (roughly April 15th 
to November 1st). More definitively, take a taxi between 
the two for 15zł. Waiting minibus taxis run by Malarek Tour 
can take you back to Kraków - a group of eight would pay 
25-35zł/person.

Auschwitz I (Państwowe Muzeum Auschwitz - 
Birkenau) ul. Więźniów Oświęcimia 20, Oświęcim, tel. 
033 844 80 00, www.auschwitz.org.pl. Words do no 
justice to the horror of Auschwitz. Pass through the main gate 
of the concentration camp Auschwitz I - with the immortal 
inscription ‘Arbeit Macht Frei’ (‘Work makes you free’) - and 
you become a witness to one of the most horrific crimes ever 
perpetrated. But not before you pass several hot dog huts - 
including one with a sensitive Coca Cola poster declaring in 
Polish: ‘want to live!’ Surely it’s only a matter of time till one 
vile human opens a theme pub called ‘Bar Mitzvah.’ Prison-
ers passing through Auschwitz had no such luxuries, as the 
gruesome film shown in the reception area illustrates. The 
English language version is held at 10:00, 11:00 and 13:00 
and is a suitably sober prelude to what lies ahead. 

After this disturbing introduction make sure to pick up the 
official guidebook (priced 4zł), whose map of the camp is 
crucial so as not to miss out on the key sites. The prescribed 
route runs past the gateway and kitchens, where the camp 
orchestra once played as prisoners marched to work, before 
starting in earnest inside Block 4. It’s here you’ll find a good 
overview of the creation and reality behind the world’s most 
notorious concentration camp. Exhibits include original 
architect’s sketches for gas chambers, tins of Zyklon B used 
for extermination and mugshots of inmates. 

It’s the final rooms that make for the most disturbing viewing, 
however. On liberating the camp Red Army forces found over 
seven tonnes of human hair destined for German factories. 
Now on display in a room shielded from natural light the 
endless piles of hair do much to demonstrate the scale and 
depravity of the Nazi death machine.

Transported to Auschwitz in cattle trucks newly arrived pris-
oners were stripped of their personal property, some of which 
you’ll find on display in Block 5. Huge glass display units are 
home to mountains of artificial limbs, glasses, suitcases and 
shaving brushes, though the most touching sight is without 
doubt the collection of children’s shoes. Block 6 examines the 
daily life of prisoners with collections of photographs, artists’ 
drawings and tools used for hard labour while the next set of 
barracks recreates the living conditions endured by prisoners: 
bare rooms with sackcloth spread out on the floor, and rows 
of communal latrines, one decorated with a poignant mural 
depicting two playful kittens. 

Your visi t takes a stomach churning turn at Block 11, 
otherwise known as ‘The Death Block’. Outside, the 
Wall of Death - against which thousands of prisoners 
were shot by the SS - has been turned into a memo-
rial festooned wi th flowers, while inside the horrors of 
this Nazi death factory have been fai thfull y preserved: 
whipping posts, manacles and gallows included. I t was 
at the Wall of Death that Pope Benedict XVI prayed 
during his ground-breaking visi t in 2007. The cellars 
are terri fying. I t’s here the Nazi’s conducted their first 
experiments wi th poison gas in 1941 on Soviet pris-
oners. Other cells include the death place of Father 
Maximilian Kolbe, a Polish priest sentenced to death 
by starvation af ter offering his li fe to save another 
inmate, and tiny ‘standing cells’ measuring 90 x 90 
cm where up to four prisoners were held for indefini te 
amounts of time.

1940
April 
In spite of the marshy terrain a Nazi commission decides 
to open a concentration camp in Oświęcim, primarily 
because of the excellent transport links it enjoys.
May 20 
Using existing Polish army barracks as a foundation the 
construction of Auschwitz I is completed.
June 14 
728 Polish political prisoners from Tarnów become the 
first inmates of Auschwitz I. They are soon followed by 
12,000 Soviet POWs.
1941
September 3 
First experiments with Zyklon B poison gas are conducted 
on 600 Soviet POWs
1942
Auschwitz II - Birkenau and Auschwitz III - Monowitz are 
established.
1944
October 7 
Jewish crematoria workers in Birkenau stage an armed 
uprising, blowing up Crematorium IV. Hundreds escape 
but all are soon captured and put to death.
1945
January 
Liquidation of Birkenau with documents burnt and gas 
chambers, crematoria and barracks destroyed. All 
prisoners who can walk, approximately 58,000, are 
sent on arduous ‘death marches’. Around 15,000 die 
during this ‘evacuation’. On January 27 the Red Army 
liberates Oświęcim, where around 7,000 prisoners too 
weak to move have been abandoned to their fate. In the 
months after the war the Auschwitz barracks are used 
as an NKVD prison.
Post-war
The Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum is established. 
In 1979 UNESCO includes Auschwitz I and II on its list 
of World Heritage sites. In the same year it is visited by 
Pope John Paul II. His successor, German Pope Benedict 
XVI visits in 2006.
June 28, 2007
UNESCO World Hertiage Committee approves Poland’s 
request to change the name Auschwitz Concentration 
Camp to Auschwitz Birkenau. German Nazi Concentration 
and Extermination Camp (1940-1945). The request is a 
reaction to the tendency of the site being referred to as 
a Polish death camp.

A Brief History

AUSCHWITZ
For centuries the town of Oświęcim was a quiet backwater 
community, largely bypassed by world events. That 
changed with WWII when, under its German name of Aus-
chwitz, it became the site of the largest death camp in the 
Third Reich. Between 1.1 million and 1.5 million people, 
mainly Jews, were exterminated here, etching the name of 
Auschwitz into the history books.
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Auschwitz Jewish Centre & Chevra Lomdei Mish-
nayot Synagogue (Centrum Żydowskie) Pl. Ks. Jana 
Skarbka 5, Oświęcim, tel. 033 844 70 02, www.ajcf.
org. This centre located 3km from the Auschwitz museum 
maintains the town’s restored synagogue, shows a film 
with testimonies of Holocaust survivors and offers specially 
tailored programs for those who call ahead. It also features 
a permanent exhibition on Jewish life in the town of Oświęcim 
before World War II. Q Open 08:30-20:00. Closed Sat. From 
November open 08:30-18:00. Closed Sat. Admission 6zł.

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Yo u t h  M e e t i n g  C e n t r e 
(Międzynarodowy Dom Spotkań Młodzieży) ul. 
Legionów 11, Oświęcim, tel. 033 843 21 07, www.
mdsm.pl. Education centre planning international seminars 
on anti-Semitism, racism, nationalism, international relation-
ships, processes of democratisation and contemporary 
Poland. International youth exchange programs, conferences 
and lectures are also available. Additionally, they offer 100 
beds, camping ground, seminar rooms and library.

After this the remaining barracks are specifically dedicated to 
the suffering of individual nations. Some are in better condition 
than others. The display simply titled ‘The Jews’ is showing 
signs of decay with its flickery TV screenings and ageing pho-
tographs. The new Italian display is, frankly, largely pointless, 
and no more than a circular walk on a raised wooden platform. 
Not so of the Dutch exhibition, a white hall with touching back-
ground melodies, well-labelled photo exhibits and even a bank 
of computers to trace family who perished in the Holocaust. 
The Hungarian barrack is particularly unsettling, the sound 
of a beating heart thumping in the background, and graphic 
pictures of murdered Jews. Also added, a block dedicated in 
memory of the Roma people who perished, including several 
family photographs of Roma who served in the German army 
prior to Hitler’s rise to power.

The tour concludes with the gas chamber and crematoria, 
whose two furnaces were capable of burning 350 corpses 
daily. The gallows used to hang camp commandant Rudolf 
Hoss in 1947 stands outside. Q Open 08:00-18:00. From No-
vember 08:00-17:00. Admission free. Guided tours 33/24zł 
per person, 236zł for up to 10 people. For larger groups 268zł 
plus headphones costing 4zł per person must be hired. Film 
(in English) 3.50/2.50zł. Children under 14 should not visit 
the museum or see the film.

Auschwitz II - Birkenau . Having explored the Auschwitz 
I complex many visitors decline the opportunity to visit 
Auschwitz II - Birkenau. Don’ t dare make the same mistake. 
There’s less to see, but the sheer size and solitude of Birke-
nau leaves a far greater impact. Added in 1942 Birkenau con-
tained 300 barracks and buildings on a vast site that covered 
175 hectares. Soon after the Wannsee conference on January 
20, 1942, when Hitler and his henchmen rubber-stamped the 
wholesale extermination of European Jews, it grew to become 
the biggest and most savage of all the Nazi death factories, 
with up to 100,000 prisoners held there in 1944.
The train tracks leading directly into the camp still remain. It 
was here that Jews faced a grim selection process. Around 
70 per cent of those deported were immediately chosen to 
die and herded into gas chambers. Those selected as fit 
for slave labour lived in squalid, unheated barracks, overrun 
with vermin and lice. Starvation, disease and exhaustion 
accounted for countless lives. With the Soviets advancing, 
the Nazis attempted to hide all traces of their crimes. Gas 
chambers were dynamited and living quarters levelled. 
Today only a scattering of buildings remain, including the main 
gate whose tower affords sweeping views of the complex. 
Directly to the right lie wooden barracks used as quarantine 
area, while across on the left hand side lie numerous brick 
barracks which were home to the penal colony and also the 
women’s camp. Some have been closed off for preservation 
work, though it’s still possible to wander inside many. Sadly 
many of the gloomy interiors have been idiotically covered with 
modern generation graffiti, though original murals have also 
survived; particularly touching are the wall paintings inside the 
block used to house women and their children. 
At the top of the camp lie the mangled remains of the crema-
toria, as well as a bleak monument unveiled in 1967. Make the 
walk to the top right of the camp to visit the permanent exhibit 
in the ‘sauna’ - the area where new arrivals were registered, 
tattooed and deloused before being sent off for slave labour. 
The exhibit contains personal photographs recovered from 
baggage, as well as other personal items that survived the 
Nazi retreat. Q Open 08:00-18:00. From November 08:00-
17:00. Admission free. Guided tours 33/24zł per person, 
236zł for up to 10 people. For larger groups 268zł plus 
headphones costing 4zł per person must be hired. Film (in 
English) 3.50/2.50zł. Children under 14 should not visit the 
museum or see the film.

A. Webber

Under occupation efforts were made to turn the town into 
a model Nazi settlement with plans for wide green spaces 
and modern estates. Aside from normal German settlers 
the town saw 7,000 SS serve here and they enjoyed a good 
community life complete with coffee house, swimming pool, 
kindergarten and a profusion of cultural events; at one stage 
the Dresden State Theatre performed here. The SS pub was 
housed in a building across from Oświęcim train station, and 
its top floor was turned into a flat to serve Himmler during 
his visits. After the war the hunt was on to find the people 
who perpetrated the Holocaust. Camp Commandant Rudolf 
Hoss was captured in 1946, while posing as a farm hand. 
Sentenced to death he was hanged next to the gas chamber 
of Auschwitz I on April 16, 1947. Others who faced the hang-
man’s noose included the head of the women’s camp, Maria 
Mandel, as well as her 22 year old sidekick Irma Grese, aka 
the Beautiful Beast. Adolf Eichmann was the mastermind 
behind mass Jewish deportations in the Eastern territories. 
Having fled to Argentina after the war he was kidnapped 
by Mossad agents, before facing the trial of the century in 
Israel in which he was sentenced to hang. Josef Mengele, the 
Angel of Death, served as the camp doctor in Birkenau and 
supervised selections for the gas chambers as well as brutal 
medical experiments on children. He evaded justice and died 
in a swimming accident in Brazil in the seventies.

The Nazis

AUSCHWITZ
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Arriving
At the crossroads of two ancient trade routes between 
Germany and Ukraine as well as Hungary and the Baltic 
Sea, Tarnów is easily reached by road. A good network of 
train and bus services running in and out of the city centre 
also link Tarnów with many major destinations throughout 
Poland.

By Bus
A very local affair, every thing you need on arrival, wi th 
the exception of anyone who speaks English, can be 
found inside the main bus station building. Find toilets 
(2.00zł) downstairs, a number of kiosks selling snacks 
and mobile top-up vouchers and a Tourist Centre (Open 
08:00-16:00, Sat 08:00 - 11:30. Closed Sun) for onward 
travel on the ground floor, and a snack bar upstairs. 
There are no money changing facili ties or ATMs, so 
i f you need cash you'll need to go to the train station 
next door. To get into town, find taxis parked outside, 
who will take you to the Rynek for 8-10zł. Bus N°9 can 
be caught on Krakowska (buy a 2.30zł ticket from one 
of the nearby kiosks), and heads east along the same 
street before peeling right and skir ting around the 
southern edge of the Old Town. A walk into the centre 
takes about 15 minutes.

By Car
Tarnów is close to a number of major road routes in all 
directions and is worth considering as a place to stop off 
for a few hours or even for the night if you're on a long 
journey. Only 80km from Kraków, i t's an easy hour's east 
and the main road fil ters right into the city centre. Park-
ing is relatively easy to find, although guarded parking 
is advisable.

By Train
Tarnów is served by some 40 or so trains every day from 
Kraków, with a journey time of between 60 and 90 minutes 
depending on whether you take a local or express train. The 
once grand train station is looking a bit tatty these days but 
features decent facilities including shops, restaurants and 
kiosks for snacks and mobile top-up cards. There's an ATM 
inside the main building, and onward express train (ICC) tickets 
can be bought from windows N°1 and N°2. Left luggage is 
also available but was locked when we tried to get in. Toilets 
(1zł/1.50zł), that also offer the chance of taking a shower for 
7zł can be found at the far end of platform N°1. Getting into 
town is the same as By bus.

Hotels
Bristol ul. Krakowska 9, tel. 014 621 22 79, www.bris-
tol.tarnow.com.pl. A sumptuous, inter-war feeling of gran-
deur inside Tarnów’s classy, four-star hotel, the immaculate 
rooms come with minibars, cable television, arty-looking beds 
and a choice of en suite facilities with either a shower or bath. 
Extras include solarium, gym and a wonderful honeymoon 
apartment featuring a large Jacuzzi and a bright pink bed. 
Q15 rooms (3 singles 190zł, 4 doubles 320zł, 2 triples 450zł, 
6 apartments 270 - 450zł). PHAFKXW hhhh

Cristal Park ul. Traugutta 5, tel. 014 633 12 25, www.
cristalpark.pl. A good 20 minutes west of the centre on the 
N°9 bus, the Cristal Park is your classic, partially renovated 
communist-era behemoth. Avoid the rooms that still await 
new furniture and you’ll be just fine. Features include a lush 
red Presidential Suite complete with Jacuzzi, and a range 
of good doubles and singles, some with small balconies 
overlooking the local speedway track. Add-ons include a 
sauna and, strangely, a rather fabulous salt room for some 
serious therapy. A taxi into the centre will set you back around 
15zł. Q93 rooms (39 singles 135 - 198zł, 45 doubles 200 
- 285zł, 5 triples 246 - 279zł, 11 apartments 349 - 500zł). 
PTHARULKD hhh

Tarnovia ul. Kościuszki 10, tel. 014 630 03 50, www.
hotel.tarnovia.pl. One of two communist-era landmark 
hotels in the city, the Tarnovia is both the nearest to the city 
centre and the most charming of the two. Built in the 1970s, 
the hotel is now owned by the staff themselves, giving the 
whole place a strange aura of pride that is lacking in many 
hotels of a much better standard. Rooms come in a variety 
of choices from some startling unrenovated monstrosities to 
a range of lovely rooms with cable television, internet access 
and great views of the city. Q135 rooms (64 singles 135 - 
260zł, 68 doubles 190 - 290zł, 3 apartments 400 - 480zł). 
PTHARUFKDXW hhh

U Jana Rynek 14, tel. 014 626 05 64, www.hotelujana.
pl. A barrage of oil paintings and a laid-back attitude on the 
Rynek, featuring a range of good value suites priced accord-
ing to the view. Room facilities include huge beds, limited 
cable television, nice wooden floors and erratic showers. An 
unbeatable location and a good price, but the service could 
do with one or two major improvements. Q11 rooms (11 
apartments 165 - 720zł). HAKW hhh

Willa Krzyska ul. Krzyska 52b, tel. 014 620 11 34, 
fax  014 620 11 34, recepcja@willakrzyska.pl, www.
willakrzyska.pl. A choice of seven bright and modern 
rooms and apartments with a distinctly business-class 
hotel feel to them inside a villa-like building 15 minutes north 
of the city centre, facilities include card-operated security, 
broadband internet, cable television, a splendid apartment 

Eighty kilometres east 
of Kraków near the 
crossroads of two 
ancient trade routes 
lies the charming 
city of Tarnów. First 
mentioned in a docu-
ment dated 1124, the 
so-called Pearl of the 
Renaissance offers 
visitors to southeast-
ern Poland a superb 
base to discover the 
wealth of sights in the 
region from the comfort 
of a small town with a 
big history. Brimming with wonderfully preserved Gothic, 
Baroque and Renaissance architecture, Tarnów boasts 
a rich, colourful and often disturbing past, from the 
Scottish settlers who arrived in the 16th century to set 
up the first banks to the large Jewish population who 
contributed so much to the life and culture of the city 
and who were wiped out in the flicker of an eye a mere 
two generations ago. The once privately owned city 
and home to the illustrious, avant-garde nobleman Jan 
Tarnowski, Tarnów was the first Polish city to free itself 
from 146 years of captivity in October 1918. Rapidly 
gaining a reputation as a noteworthy tourist destination, 
today’s Tarnów strikes the perfect balance between 
history and modernity, offering a less hectic and more 
intimate alternative to its large and noisy neighbour to 
the west.

with a big bath and kitchen, guarded parking and a relaxing 
garden. Popular with business travellers during the week, 
booking in advance is highly recommended. Taxis in and 
out of the centre cost about 10zł. Alternatively, the N°6 
and N°15 buses go right past the front door. Q7 rooms (6 
singles 200 - 240zł, 6 doubles 240 - 280zł, 1 apartment 
270 - 300zł). HARLGKW hhh

Restaurants & Cafés
It’s going to be a good few years until Tarnów can compete 
with the likes of Parisian cuisine or the nightlife of Madrid, 
but this doesn’t mean that disappointment awaits. Far 
from it in fact. The compact city centre, especially the 
area around the Rynek, is actually overflowing with good 
bars, cafés, restaurants and clubs. During the hot summer 
months all four sides of the main square spring to life, cre-
ating a wonderful atmosphere to sit and watch the world 
go by at a number of good outdoor terraces. As well as 
the cafés and restaurants listed here, nightlife is also well 
represented. The patchwork of tiny streets directly east 
of the Rynek are packed with interesting bars, and the city 
is also home to several nightclubs, of which Grawitacja 
at ul. Mościckiego 8 and Wall Street at Pl. Więźniów 
Oświęcimia 1 are considered by those in the know to be 
two of the best.

Bombaymusic ul. Krakowska 11a, tel. 014 627 
07 60, www.bombay.rix.pl. The true test of an Indian 
restaurant is what greets the olfactory nerves on entering. 
At Bombay it’s, unfortunately, a little lacking in spiciness. 
Decorated with pictures of jazz musicians on the walls and 
featuring a diverse menu of not just Chicken Tikka (there’s 
Polish and Chinese food if you want it as well), they do at 
least offer some Indian food, which is a pleasant surprise 
indeed, even if the food isn’t quite up to the standard you’d 
expect from your usual Indian restaurant. Find it tucked away 
in the basement of the Dom Handlowy Krakus shopping 
centre. QOpen 10:00 - 23:00, Sun 11:00 - 23:00. (15-60zł). 
PTYAUEXSW

Forum ul. Wekslarska 9, tel. 014 620 11 11, www.
pizzaforum.pl. One of Tarnów’s better pizza restaurants 
just off the Rynek, the somewhat dark and slightly feminine 
interior betrays a wide range of good pizzas plus a small 
selection of other dishes including steak and pierogi. Good, 
friendly, English-speaking waitresses finish the whole affair 
off rather nicely. QOpen 11:00 - 23:00, Sat 12:00 - 23:00, 
Sun 13:00 - 22:00. (14-30zł). PUNXS

Pasaż Pl. Kazimierza Wlk. 2, tel. 014 627 82 78, www.
pasaz.tarnow.pl. Hidden, as the name implies, inside a 
passage between the Rynek and the street of the address, 
the very swanky Pasaż is a much talked-about local favourite 
serving a whole host of hearty food including tenderloin 
in spicy cheese sauce au gratin with spinach ravioli - or - 
trout with zucchini, pepper sauce and wild rice in curlpaper. 
As mouth-watering as it sounds, the international dishes 
don’t quite hit the mark as hard as the Polish fare, which 
really is very good indeed. QOpen 12:00 - 22:00. (13-29zł). 
PAUXSW

Tarnovia ul. Kościuszki 10, tel. 014 630 03 50, www.
hotel.tarnovia.pl. A glorious blast to the past experience, the 
Tarnovia hotel’s ground floor in-house restaurant offers a lim-
ited menu of classic Polish dishes and the opportunity to get 
sloshed at the bar in the type of surroundings that will soon 
be a thing of the past. Be sure to check out the superb glass 
wall in the dining area at the back. QOpen 06:30 - 22:30, Sat, 
Sun 07:00 - 22:30. (12-60zł). PTAUXSW

Tatrzańska ul. Krakowska 1, tel. 014 622 46 36, 
www.kudelski.pl. A very friendly and relaxed affair, featur-
ing English-speaking waiters in bow ties and a classy menu. 
Among the extravagant-sounding dishes on offer are duck 
breast salad, Polish mountain cheese and scampi in brandy 
sauce. There’s a fine dessert menu too, all wrapped up 
in a fine ambience of potted palms and paintings of the 
nearby Tartra Mountains. QOpen 09:00 - 22:00. (18-45zł). 
PTAXSW

What to See
Tarnów boasts an extraordinarily well-preserved Old 
Town, has one of the finest market squares in southern 
Poland, and hides a wealth of unique buildings and 
places of interest. With its rich Jewish history, superb 
churches and outstanding museums, there’s enough to 
see and do to justify spending at least one night in the 
city. A longer stay would also allow you to fully explore 
a city that features many other remarkable sights, from 
traditional wooden-roofed houses to a diverse selection 
of attention-grabbing monuments and statues. Tarnów’s 
geographical position also makes it an attractive base 
for exploring the many impressive sights within an hour 
or two’s drive. A trip to the city’s Tourist Information 
Centre also comes highly recommended. As well as being 
able to keep you informed of the latest events in Tarnów 
and the surrounding region, they can also provide supple-
mentary, and often more in-depth information to what’s 
available here.

Churches
Cathedral Pl. Katedralny, tel. 014 621 45 01, www.
katedra.tarnow.opoka.org.pl. Dating from the 14th century 
with major additions and rebuilds in the 15th and 19th cen-
turies, the Neo-Gothic Cathedral of the Nativity of the Virgin 
Mary, just northwest of the Rynek and one of the oldest brick 
buildings in the city, must rate as one of the most impres-
sive parish churches in Poland. Of note is the 16th-century 
portal, six 16th-century Renaissance monuments to the 
Tarnowski family, a number of extraordinary paintings and the 
impressive, 72-metre tower, a handy point of reference when 
getting lost in one of Tarnów’s many rambling back streets. 
Some nice recent additions are also evident, including the 
fabulously ornate sculpted metal doors on the southern side 
of the building. QOpen 05:30 - 18:30, Sun 05:30 - 21:00. No 
visiting during mass please.

Holy Trinity Church (Kościół Św. Trójcy) ul. 
Tuchowska 5, tel. 014 626 88 85. Of the 50 or so wooden 
churches in the Tarnów region, two can be found inside the 
city. This little Gothic marvel was built between 1595 and 
1597. Of particular interest inside is the extraordinary paint-
ing above the main altar, the Throne of Grace, which depicts 
God as having six fingers on his left hand, representing the 
number of days it took Him to create the Earth. Q Open 
Thurs, Fri 12:00-16:00, Sat 10:00-16:00. Rest of week open 
by prior arrangement.

St. Mary’s Church (Kościół Św. Marii) ul. Panny 
Marii 1, tel. 014 621 31 75. A beautiful little Gothic larch 
wood church consecrated in 1462, the first thing you notice 
is the extraordinary smell of, not surprisingly, wood. The 
tiny inside hides a feast of delights, including a 16th-century 
painting of Our Lady of the Scapular above the altar, painted 
flowers on the ceiling, a miniature organ and a few remaining 
touches of the original hand-painted wall paintings. QOpen 
, Thu, Fri 12:00 - 16:00, Sat 10:00 - 14:00. Closed Mon, Tue, 
Wed, Sun. Open during mass only.
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Jewish Tarnów
The first mention of Jews in Tarnów dates to 1445 with the 
mentioning of a certain Kalef, a silk merchant from Lwów (now 
the city of L’viv in western Ukraine). The first written record of 
a synagogue can be traced to the 16th century, and in 1667, 
Stanisław Koniecpolski, who then owned what was still a 
private city, granted Tarnów’s Jewish population the rights to 
a place of worship and their own cemetery. Tarnów’s vibrant 
Jewish community included large numbers of both Orthodox 
and Hasidic Jews, and the city remains a site of pilgrimage for 
many modern Hasidic Jews. Tarnów’s Jews formed a large part 
of the city’s intellectual and cultural elite, among them several 
of the most prominent lawyers, doctors, musicians, teachers 
and entrepreneurs, although the vast majority were generally 
poor. On the day WWII broke out in Europe there were about 
25,000 Jews living in Tarnów, making up over 40% of the city’s 
population. The Ghetto was located in the area directly east of 
the Rynek, where the majority of the Jewish population already 
lived. Between June 1942 and September 1944 virtually the 
entire Jewish population of Tarnów were either shot or de-
ported, almost certainly to their deaths, ending almost exactly 
500 years of Jewish cultural life in the city. A sinister footnote 
in the history of the Holocaust relates to Tarnów; as early as 
October 20, 1939, Tarnów’s Jews were forced to wear Star of 
David armbands, making this the first town in Poland to do so.

The Nazi occupation of Tarnów during WWII ensured that not only 
were the Jewish people obliterated, but that their cultural monu-
ments were also destroyed wherever possible. Thanks in part to a 
rather uncharacteristic sloppiness on the part of the Germans and 
the fact that the city’s architecture came out of the war relatively 
unscathed, a few traces of Tarnów’s Jewish past are still visible, 
particularly in the area around the former Ghetto immediately east 
of the Rynek between the two streets Żydowska and Wekslarska. 
Żydowska (Jewish Street) is the more interesting of the two, and 
features a few Jewish remnants, most noticeably about half way 
down on the left where a large open space marks the spot where 
the former 17th-century synagogue stood. Burnt to the ground by 
the Germans on the night of November 9, 1939, all that remains 
are the four large columns and dome that made up its bimah. The 
former Ghetto is worth a look around in general, and still features 
one or two remains of mezuzah boxes in the occasional doorway.

Nearby, just to the northeast at Pl. Bohaterów Getta is the for-
mer Jewish Bath House where the first Jews were transported 
to Auschwitz in June 1940. Built in a fanciful Moorish style 
between 1900 and 1904, the building still shows evidence 
of its former beauty, but has been sadly ruined by the creepy 
claws of Capitalism and is now home to a motley collection 
of assorted businesses who proffer their wares with the help 
of several vulgar signs screwed onto every available space 
on the building’s exterior. Close by is the often overlooked 
memorial to the first 728 Jews to be transported to Auschwitz.

The largest surviving relic of Tarnów’s living Jewish past lies, 
literally and somewhat ironically, inside the four walls that sur-
round the city’s Jewish Cemetery. A 10-minute walk north of 
the Old Town, just east of the junction of ul. Słoneczna and ul. 
Matki Bożej Fatimskiej, the cemetery was established in the 
early 1580s and is one of the oldest and largest in Poland. With 
several thousand gravestones, almost all of them untouched 
by the hands of both the Nazis and Mother Nature, the Jewish 
Cemetery is a haunting albeit necessary part of any visit to 
Tarnów. Seriously overgrown in places, some areas near the 
main entrance can still be easily reached, and the addition of 
several signs in English marking a few of the graveyard’s more 
eminent souls is a welcome addition. Near the entrance is a 
large memorial to the Jews of Tarnów, built from one of the col-
umns of the city’s destroyed New Synagogue. The cemetery’s 
original gates are now in Washington’s Holocaust Museum, and 
their replacements are kept firmly locked. A key is kept inside 
the Tarnów District Museum, and while it’s currently closed for 
renovation, it is possible to borrow a key to the cemetery from 
the security guard at Rynek 20-21 by leaving a 25zł deposit.

With what amounts to no Jews at all living in contemporary 
Tarnów, very little work is being done to maintain what Jewish 
heritage is left in the city. The efforts of a handful of heroic 
individuals and the support of organisations like the Tourist 
Information Centre ensure that Tarnów’s remaining Jewish 
history is kept very much alive. For more information, visit 
the city’s Tourist Information Centre, who publish a small, 
free booklet on the subject, and have more comprehensive 
information on Tarnów’s remaining Jewish sights and their 
histories than is covered here.

Museums
Diocesan Museum (Muzeum Diecezjalne) Pl. Kat-
edralny 6, tel. 014 621 99 93, www.muzeum.diecezja.
tarnow.pl. To paraphrase the late John Paul II, the Church 
needs art to better understand what lies inside the soul of 
man, and Tarnów’s superb Diocesan Museum, established in 
1888, does a very good job at doing just that. An astonish-
ing collection of religious art from the 15th century onwards 
housed inside an equally wonderful ensemble of 16th-century 

Tourist Information Centre Rynek 7, tel. 014 688 
90 90, www.go-tarnow.com. Friendly, knowledgeable 
English-speaking staff, a wide range of free information 
on Tarnów and the surrounding region, free internet, a few 
souvenirs and bicycle rental. Also available are nine audio 
guides to the main sights which can be downloaded from 
the website or hired along with a small MP3 player. The 
nice people here also have good value accommodation 
in the same building and can give you information and 
advice on the million other good things to do. QOpen 
08:00 - 18:00, Sat 09:00 - 17:00. Closed Sun.

Tourist Information

From Tarnów To Tarnów
Dep. Arr. Destination Dep. Arr.
05:40 07:05 KRAKÓW 05:10 06:33
06:50 08:15 KRAKÓW 06:22 07:43
07:27 08:37 KRAKÓW 07:29 08:49
08:31 09:42 KRAKÓW 09:28 10:34
09:33 10:55 KRAKÓW 10:40 12:00
10:43 11:50 KRAKÓW 11:26 12:32
11:31 12:42 KRAKÓW 12:45 14:07
12:29 13:42 KRAKÓW 13:40 14:45
13:39 15:00 KRAKÓW 14:22 15:30
14:12 15:38 KRAKÓW 15:28 16:36
14:35 16:00 KRAKÓW 16:25 17:30
15:31 16:42 KRAKÓW 17:02 18:07
17:23 18:37 KRAKÓW 18:24 19:30
18:18 19:40 KRAKÓW 19:38 21:06
19:39 21:05 KRAKÓW 20:25 21:34
20:09 21:37 KRAKÓW 21:40 23:03
21:07 22:33 KRAKÓW 23:05 00:28

Trains are subject to change on public holidays.
Train schedule is subject to change due to ongoing works 
(track improvements).
For a full schedule check www.rozklad-pkp.pl

Train Schedule houses, highlights include some truly breathtaking Gothic trip-
tychs and sculptures from Małopolska, a collection of church 
fabrics from the Middle Ages and a few pieces of 19th-century 
religious folk art, of which the latter collection is often closed 
for reasons unknown. A marvellous and highly recommended 
experience. Q Open 10:00 - 12:00, 13:00 - 15:00, Sun 09:00 
- 12:00, 13:00-14:00. Closed Mon. Admission free.

Ethnographic Museum (Muzeum Etnograficzne) 
ul. Krakowska 10, tel. 014 622 06 25, www.muzeum.
tarnow.pl. As well as highlighting local ethnographic tradi-
tions this better than average collection includes a large 
celebration of Roma (Gypsy) culture, which is allegedly the 
only such collection in Europe. A really remarkable exhibition 
tracing Roma culture in Tarnów since its beginnings in around 
the 15th century via their fate at the hands of the Nazis and 
beyond, the three rooms that make up the exhibition include 
some excellent models, costumes and photographs, all of 
which are best seen with the aid of a small and very good 
booklet, The Gypsies, written by the museum’s curator 
Adam Bartosz and available in English for just 3zł. There are 
still about 350 Roma living in Tarnów, and their culture is still 
very much alive. In the museum’s back garden find several 
traditional painted Roma caravans. QOpen 09:00 - 15:00, 
Tue 10:00 - 17:00, Sun 10:00 - 14:00. Closed Mon, Sat. 
Admission 5/3zł. Sun free.

Tarnów District Museum (Ratusz) Rynek 20/21, 
tel. 014 621 21 49, www.muzeum.tarnow.pl. Worth a 
visit for a peep inside the Town Hall alone, this extraordinary 
collection of exhibits on two floors includes among other 
delights a celebration of local hero Józef Bem, glass, porcelain 
and silver, and the most extensive collection of 18th-century 
Samartian portraits in the country. Sarmatism was a beguiling 
infusion of lifestyle, culture and ideology that predominated 

the Polish nobility from the 16th to the 19th century. Based 
on the mistaken and rather entertaining belief that Poles 
were descended from the Sarmatians, a loose confedera-
tion of ancient Iranian tribes, Polish Sarmatism evolved over 
the centuries from a set of values based on pacifism into a 
full-blown warrior philosophy that endorsed horseback riding, 
outrageous behaviour and a propensity for lavish Oriental 
clothing and huge, handlebar moustaches. QOpen 09:00 
- 15:00, Tue 09:00 - 17:00, Sun 10:00 - 14:00. Closed Mon, 
Sat.  Admission 1zł. Sun free.

Rynek & The Old Town
Retaining its original layout of a raised central area of lat-
ticed streets and central market square (Rynek) reached 
by stairways from a lower, oval-shaped encompassing loop 
that was once the original city walls and defensive towers, 
Tarnów’s exemplary Old Town began life in the 14th century, 
although most of what now stands dates from later on. Its 
crowning glory is the Rynek, a wide-open plaza surrounded 
on all four sizes by some fine Renaissance merchant houses 
dating from the 16th to the 18th century. At the centre of the 
Rynek stands the Town Hall, a lovely 15th-century building 
originally constructed in the Gothic style and remodelled at 
the end of the 16th century in a classic Renaissance man-
ner, and topped off with an idiosyncratic, 30-metre pointed 
tower. Small compared to its vast cousin 80km to the west, 
the Old Town is still interesting enough to warrant a good 
investigation, and includes a fairly well preserved Jewish 
section to the east, one remaining defensive tower and a 
pleasant pedestrian street, hugging its northern edge and 
featuring several interesting buildings as well as a number of 
appealing statues. Complete with a multitude of good bars 
and restaurants, the Old Town is the main social nucleus 
of the city, and has a really warm and welcoming appeal.
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Krakowski Park Linowy ul. Widłakowa (Kraków 
Pychowice), tel. 0 504 92 14 11, www.krakowskip-
arklinowy.pl. Give yourself a new high navigating the 
maze of rope bridges, nets and ziplines of this exciting 
ropes park just off the Wisła bike trail midway between 
Wawel and Tyniec Abbey (just beyond F-5 on the IYP map). 
200 metres in total, with a height ranging from 5 to 9 
metres, the course is of varying difficulty but a thrilling 
and safe challenge for everyone thanks to helmets and 
harnesses. Walking the entire course takes between 45 
minutes and an hour. For more info visit their website 
which has an English option. Q  Open only Sat, Sun 
10:00-17:00. Closed from November. 30zł for adults. 25zł 
for children under 16. 50zł for personal accompaniment 
by an instructor.

Entertainment Centres
Fantasy Park Al. Pokoju 44 (Czyżyny), tel. 012 290 95 
15, www.fantasypark.pl. The city's best bowling lanes, 
an arcade, billiards and rumpus room for the kids. QOpen 
10:00 - 01:00, Sun 11:00 - 01:00.

Krakow Plaza Al. Pokoju 44, (Grzegórzki), tel. 012 
684 16 11, www.krakowplaza.pl. Big cinema centre, also 
with bowling alleys, billiards, playgrounds and shops. QOpen 
10:00 - 21:00, Sun 10:00 - 20:00.

Extreme Sports
Compass ul. Zdunów 14 (Łagiewniki-Borek Fałęcki), 
tel. 0 501 52 75 36. Compass organises paintball (50zł/
person/day, 200 shells and equipment) and quads (900zł/
day, 200zł/2hrs, 150zł/hr). Prior arrangement necessary.
QOpen 10:00 - 17:00. 

FunBreaks ul. Kazimierza Wielkiego 12(Myślenice), 
tel. 0 602 64 66 56, www.funbreaks.eu. There's al-
most nothing you can't do with this professional outfi t: 
bungee jumping, free jumping, catapul ting, zorbing, 
parachuting, paintball, off-roading, white water rafting, 
zip lining, quads, hovercrafting and more activi ties de-
signed to tie your nuts in a knot. QOpen 09:00 - 16:00. 
Closed Sat, Sun.

Safe War Al. Kasztanowa 1 (Wola Justowska), tel. 0 
505 16 55 63, www.paintball-krakow.pl. These local 
heroes organise piantball and quads within closer proxim-
ity to Krakow than anyone else. QOpen 10.00 - 22.00. 
Prices negotiable.

Golf
Krakow Valley Golf & Country Club Paczółtowice 
328, tel. 012 258 60 00, www.krakow-valley.com. 
With a club house, driving, chipping and putting ranges, this 
magnificent 160ha 18 hole golf course 25km west of Kraków, 
is one of the largest and best in Central Europe. Reserve 
a tee-time on weekends when the fairway is busy.QOpen 
09:00 - 19:00, Sat, Sun 08:00 - 19:00.

Royal Kraków Golf & Country Club Ochmanów 
124, Podłęże, tel. 012 281 91 70, www.krakow-
golf.cal.pl.  A nine hole gol fcourse located in the 
grounds of the Royal Jagiellonian Hunting Grounds 
(Puszcza Niepolomicka) 18km east of Kraków. A club-
house and restaurant overlook the double green 9/18 
and the course is popular wi th both beginners and 
experienced gol fers. Includes indoor driving ranges. 
QOpen 09:00 - 18:00.

Ice Skating
Ice Rink Figgaretti H-3, Błonia Krakowskie, tel. 012 
644 11 88, www.figaretti.com.pl. This seasonal ice rink on 
Kraków’s Błonie will be back starting November 1st. QOpen 
09:00 - 21:00, Fri, Sat, Sun 09:00 - 22:00. 9/7zł per hour, 
skate rental 6zł, cloak room 1zł.

Krakowianka E-4, ul. Siedleckiego 7, tel. 012 
29 29 100, www.cracovia.pl. Behind Hala Targowa, 
this ice rink is open to the public when regular peewee 
hockey games aren’t happening. Check the websi te or 
call first. Best time to tr y is generall y in the evenings. 
Q 10/8zł for 1.5 hours, 7-8zł skate rental, 2zł cloak 
room fee.

Indoor Playgrounds
Anikino ul. Nieduża 4 (Wieczysta), tel. 012 411 30 
07, www.anikino.pl. A fantastic under 12's playroom 
with labyrinth, bouncy castle, adventure playground etc.
QOpen 09:00 - 21:00. 12zł per hour during the week (or 
22zł for unlimited play time), and 14zł (28zł unlimited) during 
the weekend.

Bajkoland K-3, ul. Podgórska 34, tel.  0 608 41 11 54, 
www.bajkoland.pl. On the top floor of Galeria Kazimierz, 
Bajkoland gives parents an opportunity to unsaddle them-
selves of the kids in this supervised rumpus room while they 
get some gift shopping or simple relaxation time. Ball pits, 
slides, mega blocks and more padded surfaces to get the 
little ones ready for the nap on the way back to the hotel. 
QOpen 10:00 - 21:00, Sun 10:00 - 20:00. 5zł for 15min, 
8zł/30min, 12zł/hr.

Lodziarnia C-4, ul. Grodzka 13, tel. 0 668 42 06 86, 
www.krainazabaw.com. Take a well-deserved break from 
the sleeve-tugging of your kids by letting them run amok in 
this fantastic 100m playpen in the upstairs of what seems 
like just another cafe/bar in the city centre. Truly a godsend 
for weary parents, you can further pacify the little monsters 
with ice cream while you relax with a coffee or cocktail. QOpen 
09:30 - 22:00. Prices are on a scale, but start at 8zł for 30 
minutes on weekdays, 10zł/30min weekends.

Kids' Fun
Kraków Aquarium D-5, ul. Św. Sebastiana 9, tel. 012 429 
10 49, www.aquariumkrakow.com. Occupying the lower levels 
of the Natural History Museum, this 2000 square metre marvel 
features not just fish but dozens of lizards, monkeys, turtles, 
tropical frogs and venomous snakes. Designed for children with 
touch-screen info stations, touch tanks and educational programs, 
the next big step for the aquarium is the anticipated unveiling 
of a 90,000 litre shark tank as the space continues to expand 
despite bureaucratic and financial obstacles. Go fish. QOpen 
09:00 - 20:00, Sat, Sun 09:00 - 21:00. Admission for children ages 
4 to 16 is 12zł, adults 18zł. Children 3 and under enter for free.

Water Park (Park Wodny) L-1, ul. Dobrego Pasterza 126, 
tel. 012 616 31 90, www.parkwodny.pl. The biggest pool 
complex in Poland includes 800 metres of water slides for all ages, 
dragon and pirate play areas, massage fountains, climbing walls, 
wave machines, swings and other in-water activites, this incredible 
aquatic playground is the thing your kid will remember most about 
Kraków. You won't have such a bad time yourself with access to 
saunas, jacuzzis, fitness and wellness centres and a pool-side 
cafe from which you can watch your little terrors try to dunk each 
other. Prices to the pool vary but are in the range of 15-21zł for 
one hour, and 32-46zł for day access. QOpen 08:00 - 22:00. 

Bike Hire
If you’re up before happy hour and feel like doing 
something healthy for your body for a change, you might 
consider renting a bike. While Kraków isn’t exactly a great 
cycling city, the city has been doing an admirable job of im-
proving the urban landscape with the addtion of more and 
more bike paths. However, the best place to ride a bike 
remains the Wisła riverbank. A scenic, relatively easy trip 
for the fit leads from Wawel into the hills of Wolski Forrest 
(Las Wolski). From the castle follow the river southwest 
until the end of the bicycle path at the Norbertine Monas-
tery; make a left at the main road and turn right up steep 
ul. Św. Bronisławy (G-3). The lane continues upwards past 
Salwator cemetery; turn sharply right at the crossroads 
at the end to visit the Kościuszko Mound (F-3). From the 
crossroads, the path continues into Las Wolski where 
you’ll find its three main attractions: the Zoo, Piłsudski 
Mound, and the Camaldolese Monastery.

Alternatively, cross over Dębnicki Bridge (A-5) and follow 
the river in the same direction from the other side and 
you’ve got a lovely, flat ride of about 10km to popular 
Tyniec Abbey. The ride takes about an hour each way.

Eccentric Bike Rental C-3, ul. Grodzka 2, tel. 012 430 
20 34, www.eccentric.pl. Road bikes and beach cruisers 
available for hire: 10zł/hr, 35zł for 5 hours, or 45zł for the whole 
day. Or go for the tandem for double the price. 200zł and ID 
deposit required.QOpen 10:00 - 17:00.

Two Wheels (Dwa Koła) D-6, ul. Józefa 5, tel. 012 421 
57 85, www.dwakola.internetdsl.pl. Excellent quality city 
and mountain bikes for rent: 3hrs 15zl, 5hrs 20zl, one day 
30zl. Deposit 100zł plus ID is required. Prices are negotiable 
if you wish to rent for longer than a day. Bike repair services 
also available. QOpen 10:00 - 18:00, Sat 10:00 - 14:00. 
Closed Sun.

Casinos
Casinos Poland F-2, ul. Armii Krajowej 11 (Novotel 
Kraków Bronowice Hotel), tel. 012 636 08 07, www.
casinospoland.pl. Kraków's best casino can be found in 
the Novotel Bronowice and doubles as a music club. Here 
are 4 American Roulette, 3 Black Jack and 3 Casino Poland 
Poker tables for you to make or lose your fortune on. Two 
new tables for the stupidly popular Texas Hold'em allow 
players to square off without a croupier, if you can meet the 
100 or 500zł cash minimums. A bar and 30 slots offer even 
more financial vacuums and there's even a foreign currency 
exchange.QOpen 11:00 - 08:00.

Orbis Casino H-3, al. Marszałka Focha 1, tel. 012 423 
74 60. Located in the iconic Cracovia Hotel, here you've 4 
roulette tables, 5 for poker, 2 for blackjack and plenty of one-
armed bandits to do away with all that pesky pocket change 
and family savings.QOpen 13:00 - 05:00.

Climbing
Forteca Climbing Centre H-1, ul. Racławicka 60, 
tel. 012 632 83 33, www.cwf.pl. QOpen 10:00 - 23:00.

Korona Rock Gym J-5, ul. Kalwar yjska 9-15 
(Podgórze), tel. 0 605 20 45 32, www.wspinanie.
korona.krakow.pl. Kraków's best rock gym. QOpen 
10:00 - 22:00, Sat, Sun 12:00 - 22:00. In October, hours 
are restricted to 17:00-22:00 due to renovation. Regular 
hours resume in November.
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Outdoor Attractions
Botanical Garden J-2, ul. Kopernika 27, tel. 012 
663 36 19, www.ogrod.uj.edu.pl. Covering almost 10 
hectares, Poland's oldest botanical gardens date from 1783 
and offer a decidedly relaxing daytime diversion. Divided into 
a number of gardens including herbaceous borders, some 
splendid roses, a small lake with some nice aquatic plants 
and a stately, 500-year-old oak tree, there are also three 
greenhouses hiding all manner of treats including a macabre 
collection of carniverous plants. The site of the launching 
of Poland's first ever hot-air balloon in 1784 also houses 
a small botanical museum and hosts a series of classical 
concerts during warmer months. QOpen 09:00 - 17:00. 
Admission 5/2zł.

HiFlyer Polska (Platformy Widokowe Unoszone 
Balonem) I-4, Bulwar Inflancki, tel. 0 500 44 45 45, 
www.hiflyer.pl. Since April, this enormous white balloon 
has become a regular part of the skyline, floating people 
150 metres over the Wisła riverbank for fantastic views of 
Wawel Castle and the Old Town. The tethered rides last 15 
minutes and are shared with shutter-snapping compatriots 
on a large sturdy platform. QOpen 10:00 - 20:00. 36/18zł 
per flight , family ticket 80zł

Kościuszko Mound F-3, al. Waszyngtona 1, tel. 012 
425 11 16, www.kopieckosciuszki.pl. A 300m high man-
made peak erected in memory of Poland's most celebrated 
revolutionary. As the driving force behind the 1794 insurrec-
tion against foreign rule Tadeusz Kościuszko's finest moment 
came in the Battle of Racławica where his band of peasant 
soldiers scored a historic win over the Russian army. Having 
fought with distinction in the American War of Independence 
the mound was built between 1820-1823 using earth from 
the battlefields on which Kościuszko had fought so gallantly. 
Climbing the peak is exhausting work, but the panoramic 
views of Kraków are a worthwhile reward. At the bottom of 
the mound lies the neo-Gothic Chapel of St. Bronisława, which 
contains a medley of objects connected to Kościuszko's life, 
and in the surrounding area are Austrian fortifications dating 
from 1850 (today home to a radio station, restaurant, hotel, 
wax museum and two cafes). Q Open daily 9:00 to sunset. 
Admission 7/5zł. Family ticket 12zł.

Piłsudski Mound . Talk of building a mound in honour 
of Poland's inter-war hero and leader Józef Piłsudski was 
underway even before his death in 1935, and by 1937 it 
was complete. Leveling the structure was on the list of things 
the Nazis never got around to and the man-made earthwork 
was later vandalised when communist tanks pulled down the 
huge granite cross that once stood at its peak. Like Polish 
independence, the mound has since been restored and is 
commonly referred to as 'Independence' or 'Freedom Mound' 
today. The view from the top, which peeks above the trees 
of surrounding Wolski Forest, is excellent; on a clear day the 
Tatras are visible to the south. To reach it take bus 134 from 
outside the Cracovia Hotel to the Zoo and follow the red-blazed 
hiking trail to the mound.

Zakrzówek G-5. This fantastic reservoir was created with 
the flooding of an abandoned limestone quarry. Though not 
officially condoned and the site of frequent accidents, the irre-
sistible bright blue, seemingly bottomless water is immensely 
popular for swimming and cliff diving; do so at your own risk. 
The surrounding limestone bluffs and woods are an addi-
tional attraction - a favoured place for summer barbeques, 
ideal for hiking and filled with caves. It is in these caves that 
Kraków's legendary alchemist and occultist Pan Twardowski 
is purported to have had his workshop. Nearby, intrepid 

adventurers will also discover access to large, abandoned 
and very creepy Austrian bunkers carved in the cliffs. To top 
it off, Zakrzówek is also home to a scuba diving school. The 
nearest busstops are 'Grota-Roweckiego' and 'Kapelanka;' 
the nearest tramstop is the 'Kapelanka' stop near Tesco.

Zoo ul. Kasy Oszczędności Miasta Krakowa 14 (Kro-
wodrza), tel. 012 425 35 51, www.zoo-krakow.pl. Take 
bus number 134 from outside the Hotel Cracovia to take 
a trip to Kraków's zoo. Entrance costs 14/7zł and the zoo 
features some 278 species including South American sea 
lions, camels, dwarf caimans and a surprisingly impressive 
array of brightly-plumed pheasants (our favorite). Most of 
the exhibits are outdoors in the natural setting of Las Wolski 
forest and there is surprisingly little to get depressed about. 
Recommended.QOpen 09:00 - 18:00. Last entrance one 
hour before closing.

Rowing
Cracow Kayak Club ul. Kolna 2, tel. 012 259 35 40. 
Believe it or not, Kraków is known for having some of the best 
whitewater kayaking facilities in Europe, and this artificially 
turbulent spot on the Vistula River just before Tyniec Abbey is 
one of them. With a 320 metre course (width 12-14m, depth 
1.45m) at their disposal - and yours - Cracow Kayak Club offers 
professional instruction and all the equipment you’ll need to 
have a crack at the river, after which you can take a shower 
and relax in the sauna. Q One hour ticket 10zł.

Spa & Beauty
Ambra Day Spa B-2, Pl. Szczepański 6/8, tel. 012 421 
66 66, www.ambraspa.pl. This central day spa and beauty 
salon offers a range of body treatments, massages, holistic 
therapy and other techniques to make a lady relax and feel 
special.QOpen 09:00 - 20:00. Closed Sun.

Farmona Wellness & SPA ul. Jugowicka 10c 
(Łagiewniki), tel. 012 252 70 20, www.spakrakow.pl. 
Enjoy the skillful, soothing hands of female Balinese thera-
pists administering ancient treatments from the Indonesian 
Archipelago once reserved for royalty with the help of natural 
products brought from Asia. Floral baths, mud baths, Turkish 
hamman, four-hand Galangan massage, Gunung Kidul mas-
sage with volcanic rocks and exclusive La Culla treatments 
using a unique therapy table that combines aromatherapeutic 
steam, chromotherapy, music therapy and top-quality cosmet-
ics. QOpen 09:00 - 21:00, Mon 14:00 - 21:00.

Laime Centrum Kosmetyki Estetycznej A-4, ul. 
Retoryka 17/1, tel. 012 431 01 66, www.laime.pl. A 
variety of modern techniques on offer aimed at modelling 
the figure, fighting wrinkles and being forever young. QOpen 
08:00 - 21:00, Sat 08:00 - 16:00. Closed Sun.

Metamorfoza (Metamorphosis) C-3, ul. Stolarska 
13, tel. 012 421 91 48, www.metamorfoza.eu. Relax 
in tranquil surroundings filled with music chosen for its 
therapeutic qualities while subjecting yourself a range of 
cosmetic treatments, massages, pedicures and manicures 
in the pursuit of personal ‘transformation.’ QOpen 08:00 - 
21:00, Mon, Sat 08:00 - 20:00. Closed Sun.

Squash
Atlantic Squash Club C-5, ul. Stradomska 15, tel. 
012 422 15 44, www.starekino.pl. Q Squash Open 
24hrs, gym daily: 7:00 - 23:00, weekend: 8:00 - 22:00. One 
hour game 36 - 60zł.

Botoja Squash Centre D-6, ul. Józefa 14, tel. 0 880 
40 44 62. QOpen 09:00 - 24:00, Sat, Sun 10:00 - 21:00. 
One hour game 20-39zł.

Swimming
Hotel Orient Swimming Pool ul. Sołtysowska 25a, 
(Czyżyny), tel. 012 646 91 00, www.hotelorient.pl. QOpen 
09:00 - 21:00. Admission 19zł for 3hrs in the pool and jacuzzi.

Korona Swimming Pool J-5, ul. Kalwaryjska 9-15, tel. 
012 656 13 68, www.korona.krakow.pl. Q Due to pool 
use by nearby schools, the availability to the public is extremely 
complex and not worth printing here. Arrive from 9:00-13:00 or 
17:45-20:00 on weekdays and you should have no problem. Sat 
12:30-20:00, Sun 9:30-17:45. Admission 12/10zł per 45min.

Wisła Sport Association G-2, ul. Reymonta 22, tel. 
012 630 45 17, www.tswisla.pl.QOpen , Sat 10:15 - 
19:15, Sun 11:00 - 17:00. Admission 8/6zł.

Yoga
Pracownia Jogi Macieja Wieloboba J-3, ul. 
Grzegórzecka 12, tel. 012 346 28 60, www.joga-krakow.
pl. English-speaking instructor available. Q Open Mon, Weds 
08:30-11:00, 17:30-22:00. Tues, Thurs 17:30-22:00, Fri 
08:30-11:00, 17:30-20:00. Closed Sat, Sun. 30zł per class.

Yoga International J-3, ul. Św. Marka 34, tel. 012 270 
13 29, www.yogainternational.com.pl. Regular bilingual 
classes (English and Polish) take place at their two city centre 
locations: ul.Grodzka 4 (C-3) Weds and Fri from 09:45-11:15; 
ul. Św Marka 34 (D-3) Mon, Tues, Thurs 17:45-20:00. Classes 
cost 25zł (quite a bargain compared to back home).

 Chaiyo Thai Massage Centre 
E-4, ul. Dietla 103/2, tel. 012 422 
65 49, www.tajskimasaz.pl/kra-
kow/thai-massage-cracow.html. Au-
thentic Thai massages: improve blood 
and limphatic circulation, release physi-

cal and mental tension, strengthen the immune system, 
improve flexibility of the joints, remove toxins. Performed 
solely by highly qualified Thai masseuses trained at Wat 
Pho Temple in Bangkok. The offer: Classical Thai massage, 
Herbal compresses, Relaxing massage with essential oils, 
Massage for the physically active, Feet’n’legs reflexology, 
Back & shoulders & head massage etc.QOpen 12:00 - 
22:00. Massages 100-300zł.

 Dharmata B-2, ul. Gar-
barska 5/5, tel. 012 423 
00 58/0 669 68 98 86, 
www.dharmata.home.pl. 
Dharmata was created for 

those seeking a place for the renewal of body and soul, 
reaching harmony and tranquility through the use of 
natural medicine techniques. Highly qualified therapists 
from Bali perform professional procedures and massages 
using original oils and products from Indonesia: classic 
Bali massage, aromatherapeutic relaxation massage, 
classic Thai massage, Bali massage with hot stones, 
reflexology, Shiatsu massage, Hawaiian lomi lomi mas-
sage made by two therapists, and nurturing services for 
the body and face with natural products. QOpen 12:00 
- 22:00. 1 hour from 180zł.
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it at the top of your souvenir list, even if it's not to your 
taste. You can't walk a block in this city without passing 
a church and an alcohol shop, so you've your choice of 
temples. Belvedere and Chopin are the elite brands 
you'll find in fancy gift sets, but don't miss Żubrówka 
(bison grass vodka), Krupnik (herbal honey vodka), 
Żołądkowa (herbal stomach liqueur) and Goldwasser 
with its signature gold flakes.

Nalewki i Inne J-3, ul. Podgórska 34 (Galeria Ka-
zimierz), tel. 012 433 01 72, www.nalewki-i-inne.pl. A 
large selection of meads, fruit, herb and flavoured vodkas, 
aged in oak barrels and packed in fancy gift baskets, this 
is one of the best reasons to go to the mall. Also in Galeria 
Krakowska (E-1, ul. Pawia 5). QOpen 10.00 - 22.00, Sun 
10:00 - 20:00.

Szambelan C-3, ul. Gołębia 2, tel. 012 628 70 93, www.
szambelan.pl. Huge selection of special vodkas, meads and 
Polish absynths decanted from enormous erlenmeyer flasks. 
The exotic bottles make for ideal last minute gifts which they 
can ship for you, or go ghetto fab by refilling a plastic bottle and 
stuffing it in your luggage (or strolling the Planty). Sample first, 
sample often.QOpen 10:00 - 20:00, Fri, Sat 10:00 - 21:00, 
Sun 10:00 - 18:00. Y

Vinoteka 13 C-3, Rynek Główny 13, tel. 012 617 02 
50, www.vinoteka13.pl. An elite and elaborate selection 
of wines from all over Italy. QOpen 11:00 - 21:00, Sun 
11:00 - 17:00.

Winarium A-2, ul. Dolnych Młynów 9, tel. 012 633 57 
86, www.winarium.pl. Owned by well-known Polish actor 
Marek Konrad and his son, this shop stocks over 400 wines 
from the world over. QOpen 12:00 - 22:00. Closed Sun.

While Kraków cannot be considered a shoppers' paradise 
in the traditional sense, its artsy reputation makes it a 
great place to pick up antiques, artwork and jewellery. 
Areas of note include Kazimerz and the open air markets - 
particularly Hala Targowa. For typical Krakowian souvenirs 
head to the Cloth Hall in the centre of the main square: 
find all manner of glasswork, lace, amber, wood carvings, 
local sweets and stuffed dragons. For the generic western 
experience you can hit one of the shopping malls we list, 
however throughout this section we've made a concen-
trated effort to focus not on recognised, international 
brands and franchises, but unique, homegrown busi-
nesses; so put your money where their mouth is. As this is 
PL, most shops close early on Saturday and take Sunday 
off altogether.

Alcohol
Nothing says, 'I've been to Poland' like a suitcase of 
vodka (and maybe a dodgy moustache). The Poles have 
been distilling and draining vodka since the early Middle 
Ages, and Poland can make a legitimate claim as the 
spirit's primordial homeland. As such, you should put 

Multi Media interguide Guide to Kraków 
(English, German and Polish versions) includes 
2,700 pictures of Kraków and surroundings 
along with detailed descriptions of all sights. 
Get acquainted with Kraków’s sights and 
monuments, both the world-famous and the 
locally treasured. A perfect present and a 
fantastic souvenir. Find the Guide in EMPiK and 
other major bookstores.

Wine Garage H-1, ul. Józefitów 8, tel. 0 606 74 55 
47, www.biowina.pl. A unique and rather exceptional 
collection of organic and sustainable wines, hailing from 
monasteries and independent vintners. Probably the most 
exciting wine shop you've been in. QOpen 12:00 - 20:00. 
Closed Sun.

Amber
Vodka isn't the only golden nectar popular in Poland. 
Poland is renowned for its amber and the craftsmen 
who handsomely shape the fossilised resin into unique 
and coveted pieces of jewellery. Come back from PL 
without bringing baby some Baltic Gold and you've 
booked yourself a stint in the doghouse. The best 
place to begin is the Cloth Hall in the center of the 
market square, where prices are surprisingly competi-
tive, or visit any of the many galleries around the Old 
Town.

Non-EU residents are entitled to claim 
a VAT refund when the purchased 
goods are exported in an unused 
condition outside the EU in personal 
luggage. Shop wherever you see the 
TAX FREE logo. The minimum total 
purchase value with VAT per Refund 
Cheque is 200pln. Keep the Refund 

Cheque, have it stamped when leaving the final point of 
departure from the EU, receive a refund in cash at nearby 
Refund Office. For full details check www.globalrefund.com.

Tax refund

CRACOW
25 Grodzka Street,

phone: + 48 (12) 421 11 34
www.redrubin.pl 

We sincerely invite tourists  to a presentation of methods examining the authenticity of amber.

Polish Amber Jewellery
•Diamond and wedding rings •Gold and silver •Latest jewellery designes

Show this 

for discount

TAX FREE shopping

Ambra Stile C-4, Pl. Dominikański 2, tel. 012 421 11 
29, www.ambrastile.krakow.pl. QOpen 10:00 - 20:00, 
Sun 10:00 - 15:00.

Boruni Amber Inspirations C-5, ul. Grodzka 60, tel. 
012 423 10 81, www.boruni.pl. Also at ul. Floriańska 
42 (C-2), ul. Kanonicza 22 (C-5) ul. Straszewskiego 17 (I-3, 
Radisson SAS Hotel) and inside the Cloth Hall (C-3).QOpen 
10:00 - 19:00. Hours vary by location.

Red Rubin (Red Ruby) C-4, ul. Grodzka 25, tel. 012 
421 11 34, www.redrubin.pl. QOpen 10:00 - 20:00, Sun 
10:00 - 18:00.

Schubert Gallery C-4, Pl. Dominikański 4, tel. 012 430 
21 14, www.jubilerschubert.pl. Also on ul. Floriańska 13. 
QOpen 09:00 - 20:00.

Antiques
Antiques make a popular, comparably affordable 
purchase in Poland, and Kraków is full of opportunities. 
In fact, it's a common racket to score antiquated obscuri-
ties here, triple the price and re-sell them in the UK or 
elsewhere. There are antique stores ('Antyki,' 'Antyk-
wariat') all over Kazimierz and the Old Town with one of 
the best places to prowl for lost treasure being ulica 
Józefa (D/E-6) in Kazimierz. Plac Nowy (D-6) has daily 
junk-peddlers, but the real goldmine is Hala Targowa's 
Sunday morning flea market (E-4) where haggling is 
compulsory. Remember, if you are taking art produced 
before 1945 out of the country, you'll need the proper 
paperworks and permissions. Most proper dealers can 
provide this straight-away, but you may want to check. 
Happy hunting.
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Books
For native English speakers a pilgrimage to Massolit is 
obligatory. Rightfully adopted as an expat cultural centre, 
it's a great place to meet people and home to helpful mes-
sage boards offering expat services. Look no further.

American Bookstore E-1, ul. Pawia 5 (Galeria Kra-
kowska), tel. 012 628 75 73, www.americanbookstore.
pl. Your best bet outside cyberspace for getting the latest 
Harry Potter book, Grisham thriller or Stephen King creeper in 
its original language, this small store in the Galeria is generally 
preoccupied with the bestsellers list. QOpen 09:00 - 22:00, 
Sun 10:00 - 21:00.

Empik Megastore C-3, Rynek Główny 5, tel. 012 429 
41 62, www.empik.com. Empik has a sizeable collection 
of English-language periodicals on the ground floor, as well as 
guide books and an English language fiction section upstairs. 
QOpen 09:00 - 22:00.

House Of Albums D-3, ul. Św. Tomasza 25, tel. 012 
429 13 63, www.houseofalbums.pl. Exclusively selling 
handsome (though expensive) coffeetable books, many of 
which are in English, this is the best place to buy photography 
books which will prove to everyone back home how beautiful 
PL is. Also a great place to kill time on a rainy day as everyone 
seems to use it more like a library than a bookshop. Do they 
even have coffeetables in PL?QOpen 10:00 - 19:00, Sat, 
Sun 11:00 - 19:00.

Massolit Books & Cafe A-4, ul. Felicjanek 4, tel. 
012 432 41 50, www.massolit.com. The best bookstore 
in Central Europe, owing in large part to its unique cafe 
atmosphere. With books on all subjects and specialising in 

Polish literature in English (and the only English language kids 
books around), here you'll also find recent English language 
periodicals (store copies) to peruse over drip coffee and 
a slice of pie. Stocked with remaindered books from the 
States, the selection is surprisingly good, and the prices are 
the best you'll find anywhere. This legendary establishment 
has been long-running but constantly needs and deserves 
support. Still if you're on a budget you can trade the novel 
you finished on the train here for credit towards a new one. 
QOpen 10:00 - 20:00, Fri, Sat 10:00 - 21:00.

Fashion & Accessories
International designer clothing and fashion brands can 
be found in Kraków's shopping malls. High quality Polish 
brands include Reserved, Vistula and Tatuum (which 
also has a store at Rynek Główny 37, C-3). All over Kraków 
you'll find secondhand clothing stores marked 'Tania 
Odzież' (Cheap Clothes). These stores range in quality, 
from items sorted in dishevelled bins to others on actual 
hangers; many are priced by weight and all have that dis-
tinctive embalmed babcia smell. A weekly clothing market 
occurs Sundays on Plac Nowy (D-6), while the Centrum 
Handlowe in Podgórze (off al. Powstańców Wielkopols-
kich, K/L-5) is a massive outdoor market of cheap wear-
able goods on weekends until about 15:00.

Galeria Aruaco D-6, ul. Miodowa 4, tel. 0 602 396 230, 
www.etniczne.com. This unique gallery in Kazimierz sells 
imported goods from Columbia at bargain prices. How they 
do it we don't know, but the guy's Columbian, speaks brilliant 
Polish and swears it's all on the up and up. A vast variety of 
earrings, bracelets, hats, purses and more - everything is 
made from natural materials and make great gifts. Worth 
dropping in. QOpen 11:00 - 19:00, Sun 11:00 - 16:00.

Kapelusze Czapki D-7, ul. Krakowska 35a, tel. 012 
430 61 14, www.czapkichorazy.prv.pl. Maybe you aren't 
aware, but Polish old man hats are surprisingly stylish and this 
family shop is where to get one. Affectionately known as 'the 
Hat Guy,' give Józef the hatmaker a head and he'll hand you a 
handsome, perfectly fitting hat. Bring in your own fabric and 
he'll even custom make one for you. With Józef's name and 
his shop's Krakowian address sewn into each one, these hats 
make a great gift and keepsake; evidence of a world that is 
rapidly vanishing. And they're a bargain. Józef doesn't speak 
English, but there shouldn't be much mystery between the 
two of you; it's not like you're trying to draft legislation, it's 
just a hat, he's a hat guy.QOpen 10:00 - 18:00, Sat 10.00 
- 14:00. Closed Sun. 

Maruna D-6, ul. Miodowa 2, tel. 0 609 91 61 99, www.
maruna.pl. Full of hip handicrafts, Maruna sells vintage and 
recycled wearable goods alongside quirky acts of fiber art like 
the rogue's gallery of strange stuffed creatures. A vast array 
of handmade earrings cover the walls of this boho store which 
wouldn't seem out of place in Brooklyn, filled with racks of 
vintage clothes, knitted hats and handbags, as well as many 
bags made from recycled materials. QOpen 11:00 - 19:00, 
Sun 11:00 - 15:00.

Punkt C-2, ul. Sławkowska 24, tel. 0 502 60 04 10, 
www.punkt.sklep.pl. This small, unusual indie fashion 
outfitter offers the city's best alternative to mainstream 
clothing shopping without reducing you to rummaging through 
secondhand bins like a deranged granny. Crafting new street 
styles, accessories and jewellery from recycled and found 
materials, local designers Maja and Monika have created 
a unique, funky and ecological urban brand. Proof positive? 
Punkt was a European finalist for 2008's 'International Young 
Fashion Entrepreneur of the Year' prize. QOpen 11:00 - 19:00, 
Sat 11:00 - 15:00. Closed Sun. Open 11:00 - 19:00, Sat 11:00 
- 15:00. Closed Sun. From November Open 11:00 - 18:00, 
Sat 11:00 - 15:00, Closed Sun.

Słoń Torbalski C-2, ul. Sławkowska 4, tel. 012 260 95 
80, www.slontorbalski.com. Makers of unique, handmade 
leather handbags since 1997, the name of this popular local 
brand is based on wordplay with a beloved Polish childrens' 
story. Tourists will appreciate not only the quality, but espe-
cially the Folk Collection based on traditional Małopolska 
folk art - another reason why Słon Torbalski has represented 
Kraków at numerous European fashion fairs. QOpen 10:00 - 
19:00, Sat 10:00 - 15:00. Closed Sun.

Galleries
See the Culture section for more art gallery listings.

Andrzej Mleczko Gallery C-2, ul. Św. Jana 14, 
tel. 012 421 71 04, www.mleczko.pl. These anti-
establishment, often blasphemous, damn funny cartoons 
by Poland's favouri te car toonist Andrzej Mleczko are 
bound to remind you of someone you know. Ideal for Polish 
friends and family, here you can buy prints, mugs, shirts, 
underwear, ashtrays and more. QOpen 10:00 - 18:00, 
Sat 10:00 - 15:00. Closed Sun.

Galeria Osobliwości ESTE (ESTE Curiosities Gal-
lery) C-2, ul. Sławkowska 16, tel. 012 429 19 84, www.
este.krakow.pl. Perhaps in need of its own category, this 
charming curiosities shop is full to brimming with gems, not 
junk: elegant old-fashioned furniture, Polish art prints, fossils 
and minerals, African masks, amber jewellery and more. Great 
place to geek out on a rainy day. QOpen 11:00 - 19:00, Sat 
11:00 - 15:00. Closed Sun.

Galeria Plakatu (Poster Gallery) C-3, ul. Stolarska 
8-10, tel. 012 421 26 40, www.cracowpostergallery.com. 
Poland has a proud tradition of graphic poster art for film and 
theatre. Here you can browse binders of designs for different 
plays, various propaganda and alternative film posters you 
never knew existed for your favourite flicks. Many are in stock 
and many more available to order. They make fantastic gifts 
and keepsakes, or go cheap by buying a stack of unusual post-
cards. QOpen 11:00 - 18:00, Sat 11:00 - 14:00. Closed Sun.

Rytter D-7, ul. Bożego Ciała 29, tel. 012 430 55 76, 
www.rytter.krakow.pl. This highly unique olde world store 
operates an antique printing press and specialises in high-
quality art products for painters, printers, engravers and 
graphic artists. Of special note to tourists and art collectors 
should be the small gallery of fine engravings made on loca-
tion which reveal Kraków's nostalgic, mystical soul. Worth a 
visit.QOpen 11:00 - 17:00, Sat 10:00 - 17:00. Closed Sun.

Gifts & Souvenirs
It's only natural to want to bring something back home from 
your time in Poland, as well as proove to those who have no 
idea where the country is that it does indeed exist. Also, if 
you plan on visiting or staying with a Polish family while here 
it's common courtesy to arrive with a gift. While there are 
chintzy souvenir shops all over the Old Town, the mecca of 
them all is the centuries old Cloth Hall in the middle of the 
market square. Essentially a huge souvenir market, in the 
packed stalls you'll find all sorts of Polish keepsakes includ-
ing amber jewellery, carved wood, lace and cloth handicrafts 
and more. For a tourist market the quality is surpringly 
high and the prices generally fair, so there's no shame in 
shopping there. Below we've listed more local or Polish busi-
nesses where you can feel good about not spending money 
on anything that was made in Singapore.

Alhena C-3, Pl. Mariacki 1, tel. 012 421 54 96, www.
alhena.pl. Here you can buy all manner of Polish glass, 
crystal and porcelain sets. Not the easiest thing to get 
home, your gift will be a lot more popular if you let them 
ship it for you. QOpen 10:00 - 19:00, Sat 11:00 - 15:00. 
Closed Sun.

Galeria Bukowski C-3, ul. Sienna 1, tel. 012 433 
88 55, www.galeriabukowski.pl. A Polish-owned 
worldwide teddy bear kingdom; Polish Paddington (‘Pad-
dingtowski’) needs a home.QOpen 10:00 - 19:00, Sat 
10:00 - 18:00. Closed Sun.

Bolesławiec folk ceramic



134 SHOPPING

Kraków In Your Pocket krakow.inyourpocket.com

135SHOPPING

October - November 2009krakow.inyourpocket.com

Galeria Centrum B-3, ul. Św. Anny 2, tel. 012 
422 98 22. Kraków’s most central shopping mall on 
a corner of the Rynek, brand names here include Big 
Star, Levi’s, Americanos, Lee, Ripley, with Polish brands 
Vistula and Wólczanka being the flagships. The ground 
floor is devoted to cosmetics, first floor ladies, second 
floor men.QOpen 09:30 - 21:00, Sat 10:00 - 20:00, 
Sun 10:00 - 19:00.

Galeria Kazimierz E-7, ul. Podgórska 34, tel. 012 
433 01 01, www.galeriakazimierz.pl. Opened in 2005, 
the success of Galeria Kazimierz has marked another 
step in Kraków’s economic renaissance and the mall 
rates as the most prestigious in the region. Boasting over 
130 retail units fashion stores include Morgan, H&M, Zara 
and New Yorker, as well as cosmetic specialists Sephora, 
Marrionaud and Superpharm. Also on-site are an EMPiK 
megastore, Sony Centrum, Euro RTV AGD, and revered 
jewelers W. Kruk, Svarowski, Zibi and Swiss. The Alma 
supermarket offers Kraków’s premier selection of food 
and beverages, while those preferring a sit down meal 
can choose from the American-themed Jeff’s restaurant 
or Pizza Hut. For recreational needs Galeria Kazimierz also 
touts a ten screen Cinema City complex. Situated next 
to the Kazimierz district the mall is easily accessed on 
foot; those arriving by car have 1,800 car parking spaces 
to pick from. QOpen 10:00 - 22:00, Sun 10:00 - 20:00.

Galeria Krakowska D-1, ul. Pawia 5, tel. 012 428 
99 00, www.galeria-krakowska.pl. Covering 60,000 
square metres over three floors, Galeria Krakowska has 
brought big time shopping to Krakow in a big way. If you 
arrived in the centre by train it is unlikely you missed this 
place: a huge glass and steel shopping Mecca opposite 
the old station building, which as malls go makes it one 
of the most centrally located in Europe. GK has made 
a huge contribution to the regeneration of an area that 
once was home to all manner of shacks and huts and the 
development includes a new square as well as access to 
the train platforms next door. Stores housed here include 
H&M, Peek & Cloppenburg, electronics giant Saturn, 
children’s emporium SMYK and an enormous Carrefour 
supermarket as well as over 260 other retail units, 
1400 car parking spaces, an entertainment centre and 
restaurants.QOpen 09:00 - 22:00, Sun 10:00 - 21:00.

Pasaż 13 C-3, Rynek Glówny 13, tel. 012 617 02 
27, www.delikatesy13.pl. This old Rynek townhouse 
was converted into a snazzy shopping mall almost 5 
years ago to become the first branch of the trademark 
Likus Concept Stores. Pasaż 13 has 17 shops including 
Bennetton, Vero Moda, Miss Sixty, and Vistula. You’ll also 
find a fine Italian delikatessen and bar (U Louisa) in the 
cellar. QOpen 09:00 - 21:00, Sun 11:00 - 17:00.

Shopping Malls Stary Kleparz (Plac Targowy) C/D-1, Rynek Klepar-
ski 20, tel. 012 634 15 32, www.starykleparz.com. 
A tradition of over 800 years, this large, covered, open-air 
marketplace just north of the Barbakan offers bargain prices 
and the best selection in the city for local produce, fruit, 
meat and cheeses, in addition to spices, socks, sweaters 
and whatever oddball commodities are the order of the day 
during your visit. They say they are open until 18:00, but most 
stalls will have closed up much earlier. QOpen 07:00 - 18:00.

Specialty Foods
Alma J-3, ul. Podgórska 34 (Galeria Kazimierz), tel. 012 
629 00 03, www.almamarket.pl. A large delicatessen 
on the ground floor of Galeria Kazimierz, Alma is the most 
pleasant and exciting food shopping experience to be had in 
Kraków. This Kraków-based company imports its exceptional 
products from all over Europe and South America; if you can't 
find it anywhere else in Kraków, we guarantee you'll find it 
here, whether it's cranberry sauce for Thanksgiving dinner 
or the painfully-absent-elsewhere marvel called cheddar 
cheese (impossible!). The quality of goods is reflected by the 
prices, so you wouldn't necessarily want to do your weekly 
shopping here, but it's perfect for preparing a special meal 
or defeating a bout of homesickness. QOpen 10:00 - 22:00, 
Sun 10:00 - 20:00.

Delikatesy 13 C-3, Rynek Główny 13 (Pasaż 13), tel. 
012 617 02 27, www.delikatesy13.pl. Located in the 
basement of Kraków's nicest most central shopping mall, 
this Italian delicatessen offers a wide range of high-quality 
edible goods including over 100 varieties of Italian cheese 
and meats, parma ham, truffles, cooking oils and balsamic 
vinagrettes, as well as delicious locally-made preservative 
free honeys and jams. Pies, pastries and cakes are also 
made daily. With the sheer volume of outstanding goods, 
Delikatessy 13 is probably one of the most dangerous places 
you can take your wallet when you're hungry. QOpen 11:00 - 
21:00, Sun 11:00 - 17:00.

Krakowski Kredens C-3, ul. Grodzka 7, tel. 012 423 
81 59, www.krakowskikredens.pl. An old-fashioned dry 
goods store of expensive, yet exquisite, Galician delicacies 
- including jams, honeys, liquors, cured meats, candies and 
pickled things. A warm roll with their sliced pork and mustard 
from the sidewalk window is a gourmet street food bargain at 
only 5zł. Also on ul. Zakopiańska 62 (Podgórze Duchackie) and 
ul. Pawia 5 (J-2).QOpen 10:00 - 19:00, Sat 11:00 - 19:00, 
Sun 11:00 - 17:00.

Naturalny Sklepik A-2, ul. Krupnicza 8, tel. 012 
422 96 83. This gorgeous shop tucked in a lovely garden 
courtyard is the best place in Kraków to find natural, 
organic products and ingredients unavailable elsewhere, 
including herbs, nuts, grains, spices, vegetables, and 
culinary products from China, Japan, India, Latin America 
and more. Also a wide range of natural cosmetic and 
beauty products, as well as ecological cleaning sup-
plies. Recommended. QOpen 09:00 - 19:00, Sat 09:00 
- 15:00. Closed Sun.

Produkty Benedyktyńskie (Benedictine Prod-
ucts) D-6, ul. Krakowska 29, tel. 012 422 02 16, 
www.benedicite.pl. This shop, set up by and in support 
of the Benedictine monks of Tyniec Abbey, sells such an 
astounding variety of products - cheese, jam, wine, beer, 
honey, tea, herbs, syrups, meats - it raises two eyebrows 
over how they find the time. All the products are completely 
natural, without pigment, and unilaterally excellent. They 
make excellent gifts and can even be purchased through 

their multilingual website - a revelation which ironically puts 
the Benedictines at the forefront of capitalism compared 
to other Krakowian companies. QOpen 09:00 - 18:00, Sat 
09:00 - 15:00. Closed Sun.

Sweets
Ciasteczka z Krakowa C-6, ul. Tomasza 21, tel. 012 
423 22 27, www.ciasteczka-z-krakowa.pl. Local sweets 
shop superpower selling cookies, cakes, chocolates, wafers, 
pralines, truffles and fudge with a lovely cafe for coffee or 
tea. Also on ul. Stradomska 19. QOpen 09:00 - 20:00, Sun 
10:00 - 20:00.

Kopernik C-4, ul. Grodzka 14, tel. 012 431 13 06, 
www.kopernik.com.pl. A traditional dating back to the 
15th century, Toruń gingerbread is world-renowned and 
you can purchase their range of novelty sweets in Kraków 
at this enticing shop. QOpen 11:00 - 19:00, Sat, Sun 
10:00 - 18:00.

More Than A Cookie C-2, ul. Sławkowska 18, tel. 0 
51 862 27 01, www.morethanacookie.com. American 
cookie specialists serving chocolate chip, chocolate walnut, 
peanut butter and more - as well as brownies and filtered 
Starbucks coffee - in this small cafe that seems as if it was 
plucked right out of the corner of a mid-western Barnes & 
Noble. Also at ul. Syrokolmi 22 (H-3).QOpen 10:00 - 19:00, 
Sun 12:00 - 17:00.

Wawel C-3, Rynek Główny 33, tel. 012 423 12 47, www.
wawel.com.pl. Traditional Kraków chocolate and confection-
ary since 1898, producing the local specialties Mieszanka 
Krakowska, Kasztanki, Krówka, Malaga and more. Also at ul. 
Kalwaryjska 19-21 (I-5). QOpen 10:00 - 19:00.

Artefe C-5, ul. Grodzka 61, tel. 012 429 12 02, www.ar-
tefe.com.pl. This stylish and high-quality tableware is designed 
in Kraków and fashioned from materials associated with the 
area: steel, black oak from the Wisła riverbed and limestone from 
the Jura Upland. Industrial, yet elegant the collections include salt 
and pepper cellars, sugar bowls, candleholders, spoons and 
more.QOpen 11.00 - 19.00, Sat 10.00 - 15:00. Closed Sun.

Calik C-3, Rynek Główny 7/5, tel. 012 421 77 60, 
www.calik.pl. Few things are more nostalgic, enduring and 
sentimental to family members than a Christmas ornament, 
especially one that comes from such an overtly Catholic and 
family-oriented country as Poland. Calik exports their signature 
baubles to the US, Canada, Germany and Australia and recently 
designed an entire collection for millionairess Ivana Trump. Put 
yourself in that company by visiting their shop on the Rynek. 
QOpen 10:00 - 19:00, Sat 10:00 - 17:00, Sun 11:00 - 15:00.

Cloth Hall (Sukiennice) C-3, Rynek Główny 1/3. 
Probably your best option for Krakow gifts with many stalls 
selling lace, cloth, carvings and all sorts of Polish souvenirs. 
QOpen 09:00 - 20:00.

Mila C-2, ul. Sławkowska 14, tel. 012 422 40 82, www.
mila.zaprasza.net. Well-known and respected in Kraków, 
this shop offers a wide assortment of Polish porcelain, ce-
ramic, glass and more, including the well-loved and coveted 
Bolesławiec folk ceramic, Swarovski crystal and Silesian por-
celain. In the centre of the Old Town, this shop is worth a look 
if you are interested in the country's finest trinkets and table 
settings. QOpen 10:00 - 18:00, Sat 10:00 - 14:00. Closed Sun.

Mydlarnia u Franciszka D-6, ul. Krakowska 5, tel. 0 
509 96 79 91, www.mydlarnia.info. Selling a vast array 
of perfumed soap and wax products - including health and 
beauty products, natural cosmetics, candles, oils, bath 
products and scented, marbleised soaps sold by weight - this 
might be the place to go for a harmless gift for that potential 
mother-in-law you're on your way to meet. All products are 
natural, ecological and untested on animals, so you can clean 
your conscience as well as your body. Also at ul. Starowiślna 
40. QOpen 09:30 - 19:30, Sat 09:30 - 15:30. Closed Sun.

Markets
Kraków's open-air markets are the best places to get 
cheap local produce and the only places in the centre 
where you can buy vegetables that aren't white. Add to 
that meats, cheeses, spices, baked goods, doorknobs, 
dog leashes, pagers, potholders and literally anything else 
you can think of and you've got yourself a nifty cultural 
experience as well. Practice your "Proszę" and point skills 
at the unique shopping environments listed below.

Plac Nowy D-6, tel. 012 422 25 59, www.placnowy.
pl. This historic square was a Jewish market in the pre-war 
days, with its rotunda serving as a kosher slaughterhouse. 
Today you'll still find butcher shops inside, while fast food 
windows line the exterior. In the open trading stalls surround-
ing the roundhouse produce is sold daily, with junk vendors 
occupying the smaller adjacent square. It's a different, often 
unpredictable scene on the square each morning, but Sat-
urdays are generally reserved for more junk and antiques, 
Sundays for clothing, and Tuesday mornings are for swapping 
rabbits, while Friday morning it's a full-on pigeon fair - one of 
the most bizarre spectacles you can possibly witness if you 
arrive early enough. Markets begin around 7:00 and end by 
early to mid-afternoon depending. In the evenings, Plac Nowy 
turns into one of the best drinking destinations in town, lined 
with atmospheric bars.

Plac Targowy Unitarg (Hala Targowa) E-4, ul. 
Grzegórzecka 3, tel. 012 429 61 55, www.unitarg.
krakow.pl. The city’s best outdoor market, Hala Targowa 
is open everday for everything from fruit, flowers and 
produce to pirated DVDs, dodgy underwear and cheap 
wristwatches. Sunday is undoubtedly the best day of 
the week to hit the stalls, when it becomes a full-blown 
sprawling flea market of Old World antiques, Catholic 
icons, village detritus, vinyl records, war memorabilia, 
mismached shoes, stolen bikes and pretty much anything 
you can dream of at bargain prices. Different vendors set 
their own hours, so though the night watchman doesn’t 
start his shift until 22:00, most peddlers are packing up 
between 14 and 15:00. At night on Plac Targowy you’ll 
find a 24 hour alcky shop and the best grilled kielbasa in 
town, sold from a van. QOpen 06:00 - 22:00.

Plac Targowy
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Ukraine K-2, Al. Beliny-Prażmowskiego 4, tel. 012 429 
60 66, www.plk.internetdsl.pl.
USA C-3, ul. Stolarska 9, tel. 012 424 51 00, krakow.
usconsulate.gov.

Dentists
Denta-Med J-4, ul. Na Zjeździe 13, tel. 012 259 80 00, 
www.denta-med.com.pl.
Dent America B-2, Pl. Szczepański 3, tel. 012 421 89 
48, www.dentamerica.pl.
Studio Stomatologii Estetycznej B-1, ul. Batorego 
6/2, tel. 012 633 20 38, www.studiose.med.pl.

Genealogy
Registry Office (Urząd Stanu Cywilnego) I-1, ul. 
Lubelska 27, tel. 012 616 55 15, www.bip.krakow.pl.

Hairdressers & Barbers
Jean Louis David B-3, ul. Szewska 22, tel. 012 421 
73 61, www.jld.com.pl. Also on ul. Bracka 13 (C-3) and in 
Galeria Krakowska (E-1).
Salon Camille Albane A-2, ul. Karmelicka 28, tel. 012 
633 58 45, www.camillealbane.pl.
Salon Fryzjerski Dziedzic A-3, ul. Garncarska 8, tel. 
012 423 16 55, www.dziedzic.krakow.pl.

Language Schools
International Language Centers “IBES” I-1, 
Al. Słowackiego 56/8, tel. 012 429 67 88, www.
ibes.pl.

Hair Salons in Krakow

open: 
Mon. - Fri. 9 am - 8 pm

Sat. 9 am - 4 pm 

ul. Bracka 13
tel. +48 12 423 0025

ul. Szewska 22
tel. +48 12 621 7361

Galeria Krakowska
ul. Pawia 5 

tel. +48 12 628 7327

open: 
Mon. - Sat. 9 am - 10 pm

Sun. 10 am - 9 pm 

Whether a traveller or an ex-pat our directory has many 
useful contacts for you. Remember to email us if you find 
any of our contacts paticularly helpful or, for that matter, 
unhelpful. We also welcome new additions.

24hrs Pharmacies
Apteka I-5, ul. Kalwaryjska 94, tel. 012 656 18 50.
Apteka Galla H-1, ul. Galla 26, tel. 012 636 73 65.
Apteka Pod Opatrznościa B-2, ul. Karmelicka 23, tel. 
012 631 19 80. Q 

Consulates & Embassies
Austria H-2, ul. Krupnicza 42, tel. 012 424 99 30, www.
aussenministerium.at/krakaugk. Visas, ul. Cybulskiego 9 
(A-9), tel. 012 424 99 40.
Denmark B-3, ul. Św. Anny 5, tel. 012 421 73 80, www.
nordichouse.pl.
Germany C-3, ul. Stolarska 7, tel. 012 424 30 00, www.
krakau.diplo.de.
Instytut Francuski C-4, ul. Stolarska 15, tel. 012 424 
53 50, www.cracovie.org.pl.
Japan I-2, ul. Ambrożego Grabowskiego 5, tel. 012 
633 43 59.
Mexico ul. Wiedeńska 72 (Bronowice), tel. 012 636 52 59.
Norway H-1, ul. Mazowiecka 25, tel. 012 633 03 76, 
www.amb-norwegia.pl.
Russia B-1, ul. Biskupia 7, tel. 012 422 26 47, www.
poland.mid.ru.
Slovakia D-3, ul. Świętego Tomasza 34, tel. 012 425 
49 70, www.ambasada-slowacji.pl.
UK B-3, ul. Św. Anny 9, tel. 012 421 70 30, www.
britishembassy.pl.

Poliglota B-2, Pl. Szczepański 8, tel. 012 421 81 28, 
www.poliglota.pl.
Profi-Lingua B-3, ul. Podwale 7, tel. 012 426 16 01, 
www.profi-lingua.pl.

Laundry & Dry Cleaning
Betty Clean Dry Cleaners A-5, ul. Zwierzyniecka 6, 
tel. 012 423 08 48, www.bettyclean.pl. Chain of top-notch 
dry cleaners: 12zł per shirt or blouse, 16,50zł per pair of 
trousers and 22zł to clean a jacket. Accepts regular washing, 
but won’t do underwear. Also on ul. Wielopole 28, ul. Długa 17.
Frania E-5, ul. Starowiślna 26, tel.  0 783 94 50 21, www.
laundromat.pl. Kraków’s only laundromat/cafe and the best 
place to brighten your whies in the city. QOpen 10:00 - 24:00.
Laundromat Express G-1, ul. Piastowska 47, tel. 012 
622 31 81, www.laundrycracow.fm.interia.pl. Inexpen-
sive coin laundry with dryers. Great for students. QOpen 
10:00 - 19:00. Closed Sun.

Locksmiths
Zakład Ślusarski E-5, ul. Starowiślna 36, tel. 012 
422 97 99.

Private Clinics
Ars Medica D-1, ul. Warszawska 17, tel. 012 423 38 
34, www.ars-medica.com.pl.
Lux-Med I-5, ul. Wadowicka 6, tel. 0 801 80 08 08, 
www.luxmed.pl.
Medicina A-6, ul. Barska 12, tel. 012 266 96 65, www.
medicina.pl.
Medicover J-2, ul. Rakowicka 7, tel. 0 804 22 95 96, 
www.medicover.pl. Also at Al. Jana Pawła II 190 (Czyżyny), 
ul. Bobrzyńskiego 37 (Dębniki).
Royal Medical A-5, ul. Zwierzyniecka 29, tel. 012 431 
15 85, www.royalmedical.pl.

Real Estate
Komercel A-1, ul. Karmelicka 48/3a, tel. 012 632 54 
82, www.komercel.pl.
Mamdom , www.mamdom.com. Poland's largest Anglo-
Polish Property Portal with photos and native speaker transla-
tions. No commission.
Realio ul. Siewna 30 (Prądnik Biały), tel. 012 419 17 
19, www.realio.pl.

Religious Services
Christ the King Cathedral (Chrystus Królem) K-2, 
ul. Mogilska 43, tel. 012 294 28 16, www.chk.org.pl. 
English masses are held each Sunday in this Evangelical 
church outside the Old Town.
St. Giles Church (Kościół Św. Idziego) C-5, ul. 
Grodzka. Q Holy Mass in English each Sunday at 10:30.

Translators & Interpreters
Anton Fecica B-2, ul. Dunajewskiego 8/11, tel. 012 
422 73 37, www.fecica.pl. Can translate official docu-
ments. Call in advance.
Eurokrak C-5, ul. Stradomska 16/1, tel. 0 601 867 
508, www.eurokrak.pl.
Lingua Expert C-3, ul. Mikołajska 5/9, tel. 012 421 
06 63, www.linguaexpert.pl. Professional translators who 
provide services in all languages. Q 24h
Sworn Translator ul. Emilii Plater 4/2, tel. 012 634 
38 50.

What’s going on 

in Poland?

Get a round-up of the 
major Polish news, business, 

entertainment and sports 
in English each week by 

subscribing free to our PDF. 
Visit us at 

www.newpolandexpress.pl

New
Poland
Express

W
hile President Barak Obama’s 
visit to Europe left most people 
on the continent debating 

American-European relations, in Poland 
the trip gave the public little more than yet 
another public dust up between President 
and Prime Minister to contemplate.

The Prime Minister, Donald Tusk, 
and his Foreign Minister Radek Sikorski 
were apparently left spitting feathers after 
President Lech Kaczynski, during a meeting 
at the NATO summit in Strasbourg, 
offered Poland’s support for Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen in his bid to become NATO 
secretary general.

This, said the government, went against 
instructions. Poland was to withhold its 
support for Mr Rasmussen for a day in 
order to use it as a bargaining chip, but with 
the President apparently throwing Poland’s 
lot in behind the Dane, the strategy sunk 
without trace.

“We are not strong enough or powerful 
enough to afford such a mistake,” said a 
peeved Prime Minister, while Zbigniew 
Chlebowski, leader of the governing Civic 
Platform group in parliament, launched a 
verbal broadside against the President.

“What he did at the summit is enough 
to take him to the state tribunal,” he said. 
“It was a devastating blow to the cabinet’s 
foreign policy.”

The government also claimed that it 
had sent a note to the President’s office 
explaining its position when it came to 
negotiations over the next NATO chief.

But the President came out fighting, 
denying that he had ever received the note, 
arguing that he had been set up by the 
government.

“Blaming me is just the other side’s 
propaganda,” he claimed. “Their idea was 
like this: if the President stalls for time, 
then he’s only delaying things again: if 
Mr. Rasmussen gets the job, it will be the 
President’s fault because he didn’t play for 
time.

“Poland achieved a success because it 
came out [of the conference] with a friend 
who, it was obvious, would become NATO 
Secretary General,” the president added.

The dispute, which rumbled on well after the 
conference had finished with allegations flying 
back and forth between the two sides, came 
on the back of a long stream of cantankerous 
arguments between the government and 
President over Polish foreign policy.

But the latest one, given that it occurred 
at a high-level conference inhabited by 
world leaders and the world’s press, left 
many Poles wondering about the damage it 
had done to the country’s reputation.

I find myself forgetting which country 
I live in sometimes, so it’s a pleasant sur-
prise to find a reminder of old Polska. It’s 
Easter weekend, though forget those by-
gone times spent in a lonely bedsit with 
a can of Warka. This year it’s trendy Es-
Sence for cocktails and turkey, a Hilton 
brunch, and Villa Rossini for a Roman 
banquet.

In the largest corruption trial in the his-
tory of Polish football, 17 people including 
club officials and referees have been sen-
tenced to up to four years in jail.

A regional court in Wroclaw sentenced 
the former president of the Arka Gdynia 
club to four years in prison and an accom-
plice, whom prosecutors consider the mas-
termind behind the operation, to 3.5 years.

Reports released by liability manage-
ment firm Coface reveal that the number 
of bankruptcies has increased for the first 
time in seven years, rocketing by some 25 
percent in the first quarter of 2009. ‘Many 
sectors saw a dramatic fall in the number 
of orders, resulting from lower domestic 
and foreign demand,’ claimed Marcin Siwa 
of Coface.

Easter FeastingFootball ‘mafia’ in jail Bankruptcies Soar

Kaczynski defies government, again
President ignores PM’s 
wishes over NATO vote
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29 Listopada, Al. J-1
3 Maja, Al. G/H-2/3
Akacjowa L-1
Akademicka H-2
Aliny L-1
Altanowa G-1
Ariańska J-2
Armii Krajowej, Al. F/G-1
Asnyka B-1/2
Augustiańska D-6-7
Bajeczna L-3
Bałuckiego A-6
Bandtkiego F-1
Bandurskiego K-1/2
Barska  A/B-6/7
Bartosza E-6
Basztowa  C/D-2
Batorego I-2
Beliny-Prażmowskiego, Al.  
 K-1/2
Berka Joselewicza E-5
Bernardyńska B/C-5/6
Biała Droga H-4
Biernackiego H-1
Biskupia B-1
Blachnickiego, ks. J-3
Blich J-3
Bobrowskiego K-3
Boczna H-4
Bohomolca L-1
Bocheńska J-4
Bonerowska E-4
Bonifraterska D-7
Bora-Komorowskiego, gen.  
 K/L-1
Borowego F-2
Bosacka E-1/2
Bożego Ciała D-6/7
Boznańskiej K-1
Bracka C-3/4
Brązownicza F-2
Brodowicza K-1/2
Bronowicka F/G-1
Brzozowa D-5
Bułhaka A-7
Buszka F/G-2
Bydgoska G-1/2
Bytomska H-1
Ceglarska H-5
Celna J-4
Chmielowskiego I/J-4
Chocimska H-1/2
Chodkiewicza J-3
Chodowieckiego G-2
Chopina H-2
Ciemna E-6
Cieszyńska I-1
Cicha F-1
Ćwiklowa F-5
Cybulskiego A-3
Cystersów L-2/3
Czapskich A-3
Czarnieckiego J-4
Czarnowiejska H-2
Czarodziejska G/H-4
Czysta A-2
Czyżówka J-5
Dąbrowskiego, gen. K-4
Dąbska L-2
Dajwór E-6
Daszyńskiego J-3/4
Dębnicka H-4
Dębowa A-7
Dekerta K-4
Dembowskiego J/K-5
Dietla C/E-4/6
Długa C-1
Długosza J-5
Dobrego Pasterza K/L-1
Dolnych Młynów A-2
Dominikańska  C-4
Droga do Zamku B/C-5-6
Dunajewskiego B/C-2
Dworska H-4
Dzielskiego K/L-1
Estery  D-6
Fabryczna L-2/3
Fałata H-3
Feldmana A-1
Felicjanek  A-4
Fenn’a Sereno I-2
Filarecka H-3
Flisacka H-3/4
Floriańska  C/D-2/3

Focha, Al. marsz. G/H-3
Franciszkańska B/C-4
Friedleina I-1
Galla G/H-1
Garbarska  B-2
Garczyńskiego K-2
Garncarska H-2/3
Gazowa  E-7
Gęsia K-3
Głowackiego G-1
Goetla G-2
Gołębia B-3
Gontyna G-3
Grabowskiego  A-1
Gramatyka G-1
Grodzka  C-3/5
Gromadzka L-4/5
Grottgera H/I-1
Grunwaldzka K-1/2
Gryfity G-3
Grzegórzecka  E-4
Gzymsików I-1
Halicka J-3/4
Helclów I-1
Herlinga-Grudzińskiego K-4
Heweliusza L-5
Hofmana F-3
Humberta H-3
Igrców G-2
Ingardena H-3
Izaaka  D/E-6
Jabłonowskich H/I-3
Jadwigi z Łobzowa F/G-1
Jagiellońska  B-2/3
Jachowicza L-2
Jakuba  E-6
Jaskółcza H-3
Joselewicza J-3
Józefa  D/E-6
Józefitów H-1
Kadecka G-1
Kalwaryjska I/J-5
Kamienna I/J-1
Kamieńskiego I/J-5
Kanonicza  C-4/5
Kapelanka H-4/5
Kapucyńska  A/B-3
Karłowicza H-2
Karmelicka  A/B-1/2
Kasztelańska G/H-3
Kazimierza Odnowiciela K-1
Kazimierza Wielkiego G/H-1
Kielecka K-1/2
Kiełkowskiego K/L-4
Kijowska, Al. G/H-1/2
Kilińskiego A-7
Klimeckiego K/L-4
Kmieca H-1
Kobierzyńska H-5
Kochanowskiego A-1/2
Koletek  C-6
Kołłątaja  E-3
Komandosów I-4/5
Konarskiego H-2
Konfederacka  A-7
Konopnickiej A/B-5/7
Konwisarzy F-1/2
Kopernika  D/E-3
Kordylewskiego K-2/3
Kościuszki H-3
Kosynierów L-2
Kotlarska K-3
Koźlarska L-5
Krakowska D-6/7
Krasickiego I-5
Krasińskiego, Al. H-3
Kraszewskiego H-3
Kredowa F-5
Kremerowska  A-1
Królewska H-1
Królowej Jadwigi F/G-2/3
Krótka  C-1
Krowoderska  C-1
Krupnicza A/B-2/3
Krzemionki J-5
Krzesławicka L-1
Krzywa  C-1
Krzywda L-4/5
ks. Kordeckiego C-6/7
Księcia Józefa F/G-4
Kujawska H-1
Kupa  E-6
Kurkowa J-2
Kurniki  D-1

Kwartowa L-1
Lanckorońska K-5
Lea F/H-1/2
Legionów Piłsudskiego J-4/5
Lenartowicza H/I-1/2
Leszczynowa F-3
Lewkowa E-6
Limanowskiego J/K-4
Lipowa K-4
Litewska H-1
Loretańska  A-2/3
Lubelska I-1
Lubicz  D/E-2
Lublańska K-1
Lubomirskiego J/K-2
Ludowa K-5
Ludwinowska I-4/5
Lwowska J-K/4
Łobzowska  B-1/2
Madalińskiego A-6
Mała A-4
Malczewskiego F/G-3-4
Mały Rynek C-3
Masarska K-3
Matejki, Pl. I/J-2
Mazowiecka H/I-1
Meiselsa D-6
Metalowców E-3/4
Mickiewicza, Al. H-2
Michałowskiego A-1/2
Michałowskiego H/I-2
Mikołajska C/D-3
Miodowa D/E-5/6
Mitery I-5
Mlaskotów H-3
Młyńska K-1
Mogilska K/L-1/2
Moniuszki K-2
Monte Cassino A-7
Montelupich I-1
Mosiężnicza K-2
Mostowa D/E-7
Na Gródku D-3
Na Przejściu  E-6
Na Szaniec L-3
Na Ustroniu I-4
Na Zjeździe J-4
Nadwislanska J-4
Nawojki G-2
Oboźna H-1
Odlewnicza F-1/2
Odrowąża I-1
Ofiar Dąbia L-3
Ogrodowa  D-1
Oleandry H-2/3
Olszańska K-1
Orawska I-5
Orzeszkowej  C-6/7
Owcy-Orwicza F-3
Paderewskiego C/D-1
Paproci L-4
Parkowa J-5
Patynów G-4
Paulińska  C-6/7
Pawia  D-1/2
Pawlickiego, ks. H-4/5
Pędzichów I-1/2
Piastowska F/G-1/3
Piekarska C/D-7
Pietrusińskiego G-4/5
Pijarów K/L-1
Pijarska  C/D-2
Piłsudskiego A/B-3/4
Piwna J-4
Pl. Bawół E-6
Pl. Bernardyński C-5
Pl. Biskupi  B/C-1
Pl. Bohaterów Getta J-4
Pl. gen. Sikorskiego A-3
Pl. Inwalidów H-2
Pl. Kossaka A-5
Pl. Mariacki  C-3
Pl. Matejki  D-1/2
Pl. Na Groblach B-4/5
Pl. Nowy  D-6
Pl. Słowiański C-1
Pl. Serkowskiego J-4/5
Pl. Szczepański B-2
Pl. Św. Ducha D-2
Pl. Św. Marii Magdaleny C-4
Pl. Wolnica D-7
Pl. Wszytkich Świętych C-4
Płaszowska L-4
Pod Kopcem F-3

Pod Kopcem, Al. K-5
Podbrzezie J-3
Podbrzezie  D-5/6
Podgórska E-7
Podchorążych G-1
Podskale I/J-5
Podwale B-2/3
Podzamcze B/C-5
Pokoju, Al. K/L-2/3
Półkole L-3
Pomorska H-1
Portowa K/L-4
Poselska B/C-4
Powiśle A/B-5
Powroźnicza A-6
Powstańców Śląskich, Al.  
 J/K-5
Powstańców Wielkopolskich, 
Al. K/L-4/5
Powstania Warszaw. Al. K-2/3
Prądnicka I-1
Prandoty J/K-1
Praska G/H-4
Prusa H-3
Przedwiośnie I-4/5
Przemysłowa K-4
Przybyszewskiego F-1
Pułaskiego A-6/7
Racławicka H-1
Radziwiłłowska E-2/3
Rajska  A-2
Rakowicka J/K-1/2
Reformacka  A/B-2
Rękawka J/K-4
Retoryka  A-4
Reymana G-2
Reymonta G/H-2
Rodackiego J/K-5
Różana  A-6
Ruczaj F/G-5
Rybaki I/J-4
Rybna L-4/5
Rynek Dębnicki A-6
Rynek Główny C-3
Rynek Kleparski C/D-1
Rynek Podgórski J-4
Rzeszowska  E-6
Rzeźnicza K-3
Sądowa K-2
Salezjańska G/H-5
Salwatorska H-3
Sandomierska  A/B-6
Sarego  C/D-4/5
Saska L-4/5
Senacka  C-4
Senatorska H-3
Siedleckiego E-4/5
Siemieńskiego G/H-1
Siemiradzkiego A-1
Sienkiewicza H-1
Sienna C-3/4
Skałeczna C/D-7
Skalica F-5
Skarbińskiego G-1
Skawińska C/D-7
Skłodowskiej-Curie D/E-3
Skwerowa A-7
Sławkowska C-2/3
Słomiana H-4/5
Słoneckiego K-1
Słonecznikowa F-3
Słowackiego, Al. H/I-1
Smocza B-6
Smoleńsk A/B-4
Smolki I/J-5
Sobieskiego I-2
Sobieskiego Jana III A/B-1
Sołtyka E-3/4
Spasowskiego A/B-1
Spiżowa F-1/2
Starowiślna D/E-4/6
Staszica I-1
Stawarza J-5
Stefana Batorego A/B-1
Stoczniowców L-4
Stolarska C-3/4
Stradomska C/D-5/6
Straszewskiego I-3
Strzelców K-1
Strzelecka E-2
Studencka A/B-3
Sukiennicza C-6
Supniewskiego K-1/2
Swoszowicka J-5

Symfoniczna H-2
Syrokomli H-3
Szablowskiego F-1
Szafera K-2/3
Szczepańska B/C-2/3
Szenwalda L-1/2
Szeroka E-6
Szewska B-2/3
Szklarska L-4
Szlachtowskiego G-1
Szlak I/J-1
Szpitalna C/D-2/3
Szwedzka H-4
Szymanowskiego H-2
Śląska I-1
Śliska I-5
Ślusarska K-4
Śniadeckiego J-3/4
Św. Agnieszki  C-6
Św. Anny B-3
Św. Bronisławy G-3
Św. Filipa  C/D-1
Św. Gertrudy C/D-4/5
Św. Idziego  C-5
Św. Jacka H-5
Św. Jana  C-2/3
Św. Katarzyny D-6/7
Św. Krzyża  D-3
Św. Łazarza J-3
Św. Marka C/D-2/3
Św. Sebastiana C/E-5
Św. Stanisława C-7
Św. Teresy I-1
Św. Tomasza B/D-2/3
Św. Wawrzyńca D/E-6/7
Świętokrzyska I-1
Tenczyńska B-4
Tkacka H-2
Topolowa J-2
Toruńska G-2
Traugutta K-4
Trynitarska D/E-7
Twardowskiego H-5
Tyniecka F/H-4/5
Urzędnicza H-1/2
Wadowicka I-5
Wałowa K-4
Wandy K-3
Warmijska G-1
Warszauera D/E-6
Warszawska D-1
Wasilewskiego A-7
Wąska E-6
Waszyngtona G-3
Węglowa D-7
Wenecja A-3
Westerplatte D-2/3
Widok L-3
Wielopole J-3
Wierzbowa I-4
Wietora I-4
Wioślarska G-4
Wiślna B-3
Władysława Łokietka I-1
Włościańska F-1
Wodna L-5
Wodociągowa F-4
Wójtowska H-1
Wolnica, Pl. J-4
Worcela D-2
Wróblewskiego I-1/2
Wrocławska H/I-1
Wrzesińska E-4
Wyczółkowskiego G/H-3
Wygoda A-4
Wyspiańskiego H-1
Zacisze D-1/2
Zakątek H-1
Zamenhofa D/E-2
Zamkowa A-6
Zarzecze F-1
Zatorska I-4/5
Zaułek K-4
Zegadłowicza A-4
Zielińskiego, gen. G/H-4
Zwierzyniecka A/B-4/5
Zwycięstwa L-2/3
Zyblikiewicza D/E-3/4
Zygmunta Augusta J-2
Żelazna J-1
Żółkiewskiego K-3

AAA Kraków Apartments 42
Abel 33
Affinity Flats 42
Alef 33
Alexander 34
Amadeus 27
Amber 34
andel’s Hotel Cracow 27
Antica 34
Apartamenty na Kazimierzu 43
Aparthotel Mały Kraków 34
Aparthotel Sodispar 40
Aparthotel Spatz 34
Apartment Cracow 43
Art Hotel Niebieski 30
Ascot Hotel 34
Astoria 34
Atrium 30
B&B La Fontaine 43
Basztowa Guest Rooms 41
Batory 35
Benefis 35
Best Western Premier Krakow 
Hotel 35
Campanile 35
City Hostel 45
Classic 35
Club-Hotel Atlantic 36
Copernicus 28
Cracovia 30
Cracow Lofts 43
Cracowdays 41
Crown Piast Hotel & Park 30
Cybulskiego Guest-rooms 41
Cyrano de Bergerac Apartments 43
Deco 46
Dom Casimi 36
Dom Polonii 36
Dwór Kościuszko 28
Eden 36
Elektor 30
Ester 30
Etap Kraków Bronowice 41
Europejski 36
Express by Holiday Inn 30
Farmona Hotel Business & Spa 30
Finger Guest Rooms 43
Flamingo Hostel 46
Floryan 36

Andersa, al., gen. M/N-1/3
Artystów N-3
Bardosa T-4
Batalionu Parasol M-1
Boruty-Spiechowicza, gen. 
 M-2/3
Bulwarowa P/R-1/4
Centralny, pl. N/O-3
Cerchów P-4
Daniłowskiego R-4
Gajocha O-3/4
Gardy-Godlewskiego, płk. O-2/3
Jana Pawła II, al. M/R-3/4
Klasztorna R-5
Kleinera T-1
Kocmyrzowska  M/N-1
Lehra-Spławińskiego T-1
Ludźmierska N-1/2
Łempickiego S-1
Mierzwy  O/R-3/4
Mościckiego  O/P-1
Obrońców Krzyża N-1

Fortuna 36
Fortuna Bis 37
Francuski 28
Gardenhouse 46
Golden Lion Apartments 43
Good Bye Lenin 46
Grand 28
Greg & Tom 46
Gródek 28
Grodzka Apartments 44
Holiday Inn Krakow City Center 28
Home & Travel 41
Hostel 70’s 46
Hotel Kazimierz 37
Hotel Kazimierz Annex 37
Hotel Kazimierz II 37
Hotel Kossak 30
Hotel Stary 29
Hotel Unicus 30
Chopin Cracow 35
Ibis Kraków Centrum 37
Jordan 37
Karmel 37
Klezmer Hois 38
Kolory Bed and Breakfast 44
Kraków City Apartments 44
Kraków Homes 44
Logos 38
Maltański 38
Mama’s 47
Matejko 32
Mikołaj 38
Momotown 47
Monopol 32
Morawica 47
Nathan’s Villa Hostel 47
Neohotel Airport 47
Novotel Kraków Bronowice 32
Novotel Kraków Centrum 29
Off White Business & Leisure 
Apartments 44
Old Town Apartments 44
Old Town Studios B&B 44
Ostoya Palace 29
Pałac Bonerowski 29
Panorama 41
Park Inn 38
Patria 41
Petrus 38
Pod Kamykiem 47
Pod Różą 32

Orkana  P/R-3
Padniewskiego, bp. M-4
Przyjaźni, al.  N/O-2/3
Ptaszyckiego  R/T-4/5
Róż, al. O-1/2
Rydza-Śmigłego, marsz.  
 M/P-1/2
Sieroszewskiego  P/R-5
Solidarności, al.  O/T-1/3
Stalowa O-1
Struga P-2
Tomickiego, bp.  M-3/4
Ujastek T-1
Ujastek Mogilski T-2/4
Wańkowicza S-1
Wąwozowa S-1
Wiśniowy Sad M-2
Wojciechowskiego P-1
Zachemskiego P-4/5
Zuchów P-3/4
Żeromskiego  O/P-1/2

Pod Wawelem 38
Pollera 39
Polonia 39
Polski Pod Białym Orłem 32
PTTK Wyspiański 39
Pugetów 32
Qubus Hotel Kraków 29
Radisson Blu 30
Redbrick 45
Regent 32
Rezydent 33
Royal 39
Rubens 41
Rubinstein 33
Ruczaj 39
Saski 39
Secesja 33
Sekret Kazimierza 45
Senacki 33
Sheraton Kraków 30
Sleeping in Kraków 45
Sodispar Service Apartments 45
Start 42
Sympozjum 33
System POP 42
System PREMIUM 39
The Piano Guest House 40
The Secret Garden Hostel & 
Pension 47
Tournet 42
Trecius 40
U Pana Cogito 40
Wawel 40
Wentzl 30
Wielopole 40
Wit Stwosz 40
Wrona 42

Akropolis 51
Al Dente 61
Alef 69
Amadeus 53
Amarone 61
Ancora 53
Any Time Sandwich & Pizza Bar  
 61
Aperitif 53
Aqua e Vino 61
Arenda Café Restaurant 73
Ariel 70
Arka Noego 70
Avanti Ristorante 63

Avocado Resto Bar 53
Awiw 73
Bagelmama 50
Balaton 52
Bar Górnik 79
Bar Grodzki 73
Bar Smak 73
Bar Targowy 79
Biała Róża 73
Bistro Marago 71
Bohema 74
Bom Fogo 53
Bombaj Tandoori 52
Boogie Cafè Resto Bar 53
Brasserie 50
Brzozowy Gaj 74
Burrito Buffet 72
C.K. Browar 74
C.K. Dezerter 74
Cafe Sukiennice Restauracja 54
Carlito 63
Coltrane Restaurant & Music 
Bar 54
Copernicus 54
Corleone 63
Cul-De-Sac 54
Cyrano de Bergerac 51
Czeska Chodba 50
Da Pietro 63
Dawno Temu Na Kazimierzu 70
Del Papa 63
Deli Bar 52
Dookoła Świata 65
Dynia Cafe Bar 50, 74
Eden 70
Edo Sushi 68
Enso 54
Europejska 50
Fabryka Pizzy 65
Farina 82
Farinella 74
Figa z makiem 54
Floriańska 55
Four Seasons 55
Galicyjska 75
Genji Premium Sushi 68
Gospoda Koko 75
Green Way 81
Grill 15/16 55
Gruzińskie Chaczapuri 51
Hawełka 75
Hellada 51
Horai 68
Cherubino 63

WHERE TO STAY

RESTAURANTS

P Air conditioning A Credit cards accepted

O Casino H Conference facilities

T Child friendly U Facilities for the disabled

R Internet L Guarded parking

F Fitness centre G Non-smoking rooms

K Restaurant C Swimming pool

D Sauna W Wi-Fi

E Live music S Take away

6 Animal friendly J Old Town location

B Outdoor seating V Home delivery

Y Tourist Card accepted

Symbol Key

Nowa Huta Street Register
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Chimera 74
Chimera Salad Bar 65
Chłopskie Jadło 74
Il Calzone 65
Il Fresco 71
Indus Tandoor 52
Jarema 75
Jeff's 48
Kalinka 82
Kawaleria 75
Klezmer Hois 70
Kuchnia i Wino 55
Kuchnia u Doroty 75
La Campana Trattoria 65
La Fontaine 51
La Fuente 82
La Strada 66
Le Scandale 50
Leonardo 66
Magnifica 55
Mamma Mia 66
Manzana 70
Marchewka z Groszkiem 76
Mauretania 55
Metropolitan 50, 55
Mezze 71
Milk & Co 50, 56
Miód i Wino 76
Miód Malina 76
Miyako Sushi 68
Momo 81
Morskie Oko 76
Musso Sushi 68
Na Wawelu 56
Nic Nowego 50, 56
Nostalgia 76
Nova Resto Bar 56
Nuova Cosa Nostra 66
Od Zmierzchu Do Świtu 76
Ogniem i Mieczem 77
Orient Ekspres 56
Padre 56
Papaburrito 72
Paroles Paroles 71
Pasieka 58
Pepe Rosso 66
Percheron 58
Pierożki u Vincenta 77
Pimiento 71
Piwnica Pod Wierzynkiem 58
Pod Amorem 66
Pod Aniołami 77
Pod Baranem 77
Pod Krzyżykiem 77
Pod Lwem 77
Pod Osłoną Nieba 65
Pod Różą 58
Pod Słońcem 78
Pod Temida 79
Pod Wawelem 78
Polakowski 78
Polskie Jadło Compendium 
Culinarium 78
Polskie Jadło Folwark 78
Polskie Jadło Klasyka Polska 78
Portofino 66
Redolfi 51
Renaissance Fusion Restaurant 
 58
Restauracja Wirginał 58
Rooster 48
Sakura Sushiya 69
Santo Stefano 67
Scandale Royal 59
Sempre Bracka 72
Sioux Classic 48
Smak Ukraiński 82

SomePlace Else 48
Sphinx 59
Starka 80
Stary Hotel Restaurant 59
Stodoła 47 80
Studnia Życzeń 67
Sushi Bar Sakana 69
Szabla i Szklanka 52
Szara 59
Szara Kazimierz 59
Taco Mexicano Cuatro 
Elementos 72
Taco Mexicano El Pueblo 72
The Olive 60
The Piano Rouge 60
Trattoria La Famiglia 67
Trzy Papryczki 67
Tupli 60
U Babci Maliny 80
U Zalipianek 80
U Ziyada 80
Vega 81
Vesuvio 67
Villa Decius 60
Vinci 67
W Starej Kuchni 81
Warsztat 72
Wentzl 60
Wesele 80
Wierzynek 81
Youmiko Sushi Bar 69
Yummie 50
Zapiecek Polskie Pierogarnie 81
Zen Restaurant & Sushi Bar 69

Boogie Cafè Resto Bar  83
Camelot 83
Dym 83
Frania 83
Guliwer 83
Jama Michalika 83
Kolanko N°6 83
Lodziarnia 83
Massolit Books & Café 83
Nowa Prowincja 83
Pierwszy Lokal... 83

Alchemia 94
Aloha Café 94
Awaria 84
Baccarat 90
Barolo 93
Baroque 84
Błędne Koło 90
BonTon 90
Boogie Cafè Resto Bar  84, 86
Budda Drink & Garden 84
Bull Pub 84
Bunkier 85
C.K. Browar 85
Cafe Manekin 85
Cafe Szafe 85
Carpe Diem Pub 85
Cień 90
Club Clu 96
Cocon Music Club 96
Diva Club 91
Drukarnia 91
English Football Club 85
Enso 91
Enzo 96
Eszeweria 94
Face2Face 96

Faust 85
Frantic 91
Funky Music Bar 94
Gorączka 91
Harris Piano Jazz Bar 86
InBlanco 92
Intro 85
Irish Mbassy 85
Katedra 85
Kawiarnia Benedyktyńska 85
Kawiarnia Naukowa 94
Klub Re 86
La Habana 94
Le Scandale 94
Les Couleurs 94
Lizard King 86
Łódż Kaliska 92
Lokator 86
M Club 86
Masada 96
Miejsce 94
Ministerstwo 92
Mirror Club 92
Mish Mash 96
Mleczarnia 95
Moment 95
Nic Nowego 86
Night Club VIP 93
Non Iron 87
Oldsmobil Pub 87
Omerta 95
One Club 92

One Lounge 87
Pauza 87
Pergamin 87
Philo 87
Piec'Art 86
Piękny Pies 88
Pod Jaszczurami 93
Pod Papugami Irish Pub 88
Pozytywka 96
Propaganda 95
Prozak 93
Ptasiek Cafe 95
QUBE 88
Rdza 93
Salt & Co 88
Shakers 93
Showtime 86
Singer Café 96
SomePlace Else 88
Spokój 88
Sports Pub 89
Stalowe Magnolie 86
Święta Krowa 89
Taawa 96
Tajemniczy Ogród 89
The Legends 89
Tram Bar 89
Ulica Krokodyli 96
Vinoteka 13 93
Vis a Vis 89
Wielopole 15 95
Wine Garage 93

All Saints' Day 56
Basic Data 16
Breakfast 50
City Card 16
Climate 16
Eating at a Glance 48
Have Your Say 44
Krakowian Cuisine, A-O 62
Krakowian Cuisine, P-Z 64
Language Smarts 18
Liban Quarry 113
Lodgings at a Glance 27
Mail & Phones 17
Market Values 17
Memories of Lenin 115
Milk Bars 79
Młoda Polska 8
Nightlife at a Glance 84
No Thank You 61
Plac Nowy 108
Public Transport 13
Quick Currency Convertor 17
Quick Eats 65
Rynek Główny 105
Schindler's Factory 111
Smoking or Non-smoking 48
Stags 84
Stanisław Ignacy Witkiewicz 46
The Legend of Wanda 117
The Nazis 120
The Nowa Huta Cross 116
The Obwarzanek 80
What's In a Name? 32
Wielopole 15 95
Wyspiański’s Wawel 107
Zbruch Idol 109

Features Index
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CAFÉS

NIGHTLIFE



ZEN japanese restaurant & sushi bar

29 St. Tomasza Street, Cracow, Poland

phone: +48 12 426 55 55 | www.zensushi.pl

Corner of St.Tomasza and Szpitalna 

Street, Cracow, Poland

phone: +48 12 429 43 06

www.boogiecafe.pl
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