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Welcome to Belfast.
Wh eth er  a nat i ve, 
newcomer or regular 
visitor, I hope you enjoy 
our city and everything 
it has to offer. From 
t h e  b i r t h p l a c e  o f 
Titanic to the stunning 
E d w a r d i a n  a n d 
Victorian architecture, 
beautifully landscaped 
parks and gardens to 
a year-round calendar 
o f cu l tura l events, 
there is something to 
experience, explore 
and en joy at every 
turn.

Beyond the city centre, 
the renaissance of Belfast’s vibrant communities 
has also attracted a new generation of visitors. 
Take time to discover areas off the beaten path, 
and learn about our diverse history from the 
locals who are proud to call Belfast “home”.

Ours is a city steeped in history and it is my vision 
to be First Citizen of a Belfast without barriers, 
where everyone - whatever their background - 
plays a full role in ensuring that we remain one of  
the most popular destinations in Europe.

Visitors are discovering a thriving cultural 
scene combined with a unique heritage, in a city 
transformed by astonishing levels of investment 
over the last few years. A city has emerged whose 
legacy and tradition lives on the stories, humour 
and vibrant culture of its people.

Contemporary and traditional hotels, cafes 
and bars are designed to keep your days and 
nights well catered for. And the city’s stylish 
shopping scene ensures you return home with 
that something special.

Use Belfast In Your Pocket to keep you on the 
right track, so you leave with fond memories, new 
friends and a desire to return for more.

Enjoy your stay.

Lord Mayor of Belfast, Cllr. Naomi Long

A Welcome from the Lord Mayor

4 Foreword
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5Foreword
The city’s gone all artsy this issue, which is why we’ve  
chosen a suitably abstract image as our cover star 
- see below for details, and feast your eyes on the 
Belfast Festival at Queen’s (p.11) for lots more info 
on this late-October box office bonanza.
From stage to fright as the bewitching season 
descends once again. This year’s Hallowe’en 
promises lots of scary stuff for all you pumpkinheads. 
Belfast’s Monster Mash fireworks extravaganza is 
back, while Derry and Newcastle get in on the eerie 
act, too. Discover how All Souls Night originated 
in Ireland at the Diwali and Samhain Celebration 
Festival. And jump aboard a ghost train with a 
difference. Be afraid... be very afraid from p.13.
From pumpkins to puds, the city prepares for the big 
Christmas countdown. Find out all about the festive 
lights switch-on and Continental Market on p.47.
Meanwhile, our year-round Titanic In Belfast feature 
(p.20) reflects the attractions and tours associated 
with this iconic ship. And NI Highlights & Hidden Gems  
(p.60) does exactly what it says on the page.
Back in the city, October sees the re-opening of two 
iconic buildings following major revamps - Belfast City 
Hall and the Ulster Museum (p.55). Enjoy these grand 
dames in all their renewed glory. 
Finally, we need a name for Belfast folk. Whether 
native or newcomer, we’re calling on you to help us find 
an appropriate moniker. Flick to p.9, click on belfast.
inyourpocket.com and do your worst. 

Seek out local artist Brian 
Connolly's "Seeing Device" 
at the Golden Thread Gallery 
as part of The Visual Force 
exhibition and Belfast Festival 
at Queen's. The optical device 
with two mirrors attached 
was originally installed by 
Connolly in the MACAM, Open 
Air Museum in the North Italy 
in 1994.
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Hotels, tours, shops and other visitor-friendly busi-
ness across Belfast and NI are signing up to the 
new Good Card discount loyalty scheme. The card 
costs £14.95 and can be purchased at Belfast 
City Sightseeing Bus Tours, The Wickerman 
gift shop and the Belfast Welcome Centre. 

And the great thing is that, unlike many other city 
card schemes, it can be used for up to one year 
at participating businesses across the UK. Which 
means you can buy it here and benefit from lots of 
money-saving offers, then take it home and reap 
the same rewards. Lovely jubbly.

For more info on this cost-cutting cutie tel. (+44)
(0)28 9046 3600 or visit www.goodcard.co.uk. 
And look for the  symbol throughout our print guide 
to see where it’s accepted. GC

Save Money with the Good Card

Worldwide Parcel Delivery  
from Mail Boxes Etc. 

Specialist packing 
Compensation cover 
Packaging materials      
Web tracking 
Next day courier 
Express Worldwide 

47 Botanic Avenue, Belfast, BT7 1JJ 
T: 02890 247888,  F: 02890 246777  

E: info@mbebelfast.co.uk, W: www.mbe.co.uk/belfast 
 

www.inyourpocket.com

Our team in Russia is preparing a rather special 
In Your Pocket guide right now to tie in with 
the 1150th aniversary of the city of Veliky 
Novgorod. Look out for a special supplement 
in our next Russian guides and online at russia.
inyourpocket.com. Elsewhere, you can now get 
your hands on Sarajevo In Your Pocket when 
visiting the Bosnian capital, and the same team 
- who have successfully pocketed Slovenia and 
Bosnia - are now turning their attention to Italy, 
and to Venice. 
We welcome enquiries from anyone who would 
like to take part in our Pocket Revolution, either by 
contributing content or starting up an IYP. Send us 
an email at publisher@inyourpocket.com.

Europe In Your Pocket
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co.uk. 
Scotland: Stena Line (D-1), West Bank Rd, off Dargan Rd. 
tel. (+44) (0)28 9074 7747, www.stenaline.co.uk.  

By taxi (incl. Taxi Tours)
Taxis range from the traditional black hack (see p.58) to 
conventional cars. The former can be hailed if the orange TAXI light 
is on, the latter is more a ring and wait affair. On weekends, hailing 
a taxi at closing time, particularly in the city centre and Queen’s 
Quarter, can be a heartbreaking affair. Try and book ahead and 
wait indoors until it arrives (and, even better, calls you back). Here 
are two tried and trusted companies who also run tours: 
Fonacab (+44) (0)28 9033 3333, www.fonacab.com  
Taxi Trax (+44) (0)28 9031 5777, www.wbta.net

Border
NI’s border with the Republic of Ireland is 360kms long from 
Carlingford Lough in the south to Lough Foyle in the north. 
Crossing it is a seamless affair. Non-EU drivers should hold an 
International Driving License. Drive on the left on both sides 
of the border, and look out for speed limit changes - marked in 
kph in the Republic of Ireland and mph in NI. A quick calculation 
is 100kph = 60mph (ie 3/5).

Customs
Check what you can and can’t bring into and out of NI at the 
Imports & Exports section of the HM Customs & Excise website 
www.hmce.gov.uk. 

Disabled travellers
The Disability Discrimination Act ensures public places provide 
access for people with a disability. Contact Disability Action, tel 
(+44) (0)28 9029 7880, www.disabilityaction.org.

Electricity
Belfast buzzes with 240V coursing through its domestic electricity 
supply. Plugs are of the bulky three-pin variety so pack your two-
pin adaptor for a closer shave. 

Money
Northern Ireland’s unit of currency is the £ Sterling, the same 
as used in the rest of the UK. Banks open Mon-Fri 09:30-16:30 
and some city centre branches open Sat 09:00-12:00. Note 
that when getting cash from an ATM or in change you will often 
be given Northern Irish notes. These are different in design to 
those used in England though they remain legal tender in all 
parts of the UK. Publicans and shopkeepers in England have 
been known to turn their noses up at the sight of a Northern 

By plane
George Best Belfast City Airport  H-1/2, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9093 9093, www.belfastcityairport.com. In May 
2006, on what would have been George Best’s 60th birthday, Bel-
fast City Airport unveiled its new name. The signage bears Best’s 
signature and provides a lasting tribute to this East Belfast-born 
footballing legend. The airport is just 3km east of the city centre, 
off the A2 Sydenham bypass, and has conference facilities, ATMs, 
foreign exchange, wifi, and a small selection of shops and food 
outlets. To get to town by bus, hop on the Airport Express 600; 
tickets £2/3 single/return,  buses run every 20mins peak times 
Mon-Sat, reduced service Sun. Approved airport taxis charge 
c. £8 for the 10min ride into the city centre. You can take a less 
frequent train into the city or, in the opposite direction, to Holy-
wood and Bangor, from the nearby Sydenham halt. 

Belfast International Airport Tel. (+44) (0)28 9448 
4848, info.desk@bial.co.uk, www.bial.co.uk. Situated 29km 
north of the city centre along the M2 motorway, facilities include 
postal services, ATMs, currency exchange, a business lounge, wifi 
and a tourist information desk. To get to town by bus, Airport 
Express 300 to the Europa Buscentre runs every 15mins at peak 
times Mon - Fri, (reduced frequency Sat & Sun) and hourly through 
the night. The 30-40min journey costs £7/10 single/return. A taxi 
to the city centre takes 30mins and costs c.£30; a list of other 
sample fares is displayed in the exit hall.

By train & by bus
Translink (tel. (+44) (0)28 9066 6630, www.translink.
co.uk) operates all NI bus and rail services; its three main Belfast 
transport hubs are listed below. There are no left luggage 
facilities at any Translink stations. 
Central Station (D-2), East Bridge St. All major destinations 
are served including Derry and Dublin (the latter a c.2hr journey 
on the flagship Enterprise service, though allow an extra 30mins 
for a temporary bus substitution between Drogheda and Dublin 
following a recent track collapse). ATMs dispense Euros and 
£Sterling. Keep your rail ticket for a free bus ride into town via 
any Metro service outside the main entrance. Alternatively, turn 
left outside the main entrance and take a 5min stroll into the 
city centre.
Europa Rail & Buscentre (B-2), Great Victoria St. Buses 
from the city’s most centrally located transport hub serve the 
South and West, including Dublin, Derry, and Belfast and Dublin 
airports. National Express buses from GB and continental Europe 
also terminate here. The Gt. Victoria St. railway stop is at the far 
end of the concourse.
Laganside Buscentre (D-1), Donegall Quay. The city’s 
second shiny bus station serves the North and East including 
Portrush, Bangor and the Ards Peninsula. 

By boat
Both ferry terminals are a swift 5min well-signposted drive north 
of the city centre.
Liverpool: Norfolkline (D-1), 9 West Bank Rd, off Dargan 
Rd, tel. (+44) (0)28 9077 9090, www.norfolkline-ferries.

The Pound in your pocket... 
£1 = €1.09, US$1.59, CAD$1.74, 
AUD$1.84 (xe.com: 25/09/09)

Irish tenner, so best to change them if travelling to mainland 
Great Britain.

Pets
Cats and dogs arriving from the UK can enter all-Ireland without 
quarantine. For all other countries, the animal has to arrive via 
an approved transport route and company in GB. Check with the 
UK Pet Travel Scheme (PETS), tel +44 (0)870 241 1710 Mon - Fri 
08.30 - 17.00, www.defra.gov.uk.  

Post Office
C-1, 12 Bridge St. Open Mon-Sat 09:00 - 17:30, Tues 09:30 
- 17:30.

Safety
Despite its reputation, Belfast is very safe for tourists. However, 
if you feel unsafe, freephone 999 or track down a police officer 
- usually found pounding the city in pairs.

Smoking & Alcohol
It is against the law to smoke in any public place in NI. The legal 
drinking age is 18. Guinness is the obvious first choice and best 
supped in a traditional pub. Harp is a perfectly adequate Irish 
lager, and whiskey connoisseurs simply must try a Bushmills. 

Telephone dialling codes
If calling from a UK landline or mobile, add the prefix 028 before all 
eight digit numbers. The international dialling code is (+44)(0)28. 
From the Republic of Ireland you can also use the prefix 048. 

Visas
EU citizens, and those from most other western countries, do 
not usually require a visa. Check with the British Embassy in your 
home country or contact UK Visas, www.ukvisas.gov.uk.

Belfast Welcome Centre C-2, 47 Donegall Place, 
tel. (+44) (0)28 9024 6609, www.gotobelfast.com. 
Open Mon-Sat 09:00 - 17:30, Sun 11:00 - 16:00. Info 
desks also at both airports. GC

Smyths Irish Linens C-1, 65-67 Royal Ave, tel. 
(+44) (0)28 9024 2232, tel. (+44) (0)28 9024 
2232. Browse the selection of literature and ask the very 
nice staff anything you wish of a tourist nature. They also 
sell tickets for the Citysightseeing Bus, Lagan Boat and 
Walking Tours. Look for the big red Tourist Information 
Centre sign opposite the main entrance to CastleCourt. 
Open Mon-Sat 10:00 - 17:30, Sun 12:00 - 17:00. GC

West Belfast Tourist Information Point E-3, An 
Cultúrlann, 216 Falls Rd, tel. (+44) (0)28 9096 4180, 
www.culturlann.ie. Open Mon-Fri 09:30 - 17:30. GC 

Tourist Information CentresBelfast Weather
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inyourpocket.com/survey

Complete our latest readership 
survey at inyourpocket.com/survey 
and we’ll enter you in our prize draw: 
the winner gets something priceless 
and unique from every country 
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9iCh Bin ein, er, BelFaster?

Blimey! We didn’t know what we were starting when, in Septem-
ber, we launched our online campaign to find a handy nickname 
for Belfast people.
 
Across the UK and Ireland, the residents of various cities have 
appropriate monikers - there are Dubliners, Glaswegians, 
Londoners, Mancunians, Brummies (Birmingham), Geordies 
(Newcastle) and Liverpudlians.
 
But there’s no suitable, regularly-used, tag for Belfast folk. And 
let’s face it, it’s just not snappy to call people from Belfast, 
‘people from Belfast’ all the time.
 
Lord Mayor, Cllr. Naomi Long, told us that, officially, there is 
no such word that Belfast City Council knows of or uses.
 
“We sometimes have difficulty putting our identity in a nutshell,” 
she told us. “So it would be useful to have a word that unites 
people from Belfast.  If you can capture that in a word or phrase, 
that would be great.”
 
The Oxford English Dictionary (OED) confirmed there was no 
such word and several other prominent locals offered their 
suggestions.

Comedian Tim McGarry initially suggested something a bit 
rude that rhymes with neckers, which is quite the term of 
endearment in some neighbourhoods, but it’s not what we 
had in mind - so then he settled for ‘Belshafters’.
 
If anyone should be able to come up with a pleasing expression 
it’s man of words, and one of Belfast’s most famous poets, Mi-
chael Longley. “It’s very interesting as to why there is no word 
to describe us,” opined the wordsmith, before coming up with 
Belfastian. We anticipate an epic verse entitled ‘Sebastian 
the Belfastian’ any day now - just remember who put the idea 
in your head, Mr Longley.
 
Historian, Sinn Fein Councillor and former Lord Mayor, Tom Hart-
ley, has previously given the matter some thought and was 
quick to offer two suggestions, both of which play on the original 
Irish place name Béal Feirste - Feirstach and Bealfeirstian. 
“I like Bealfeirstian,” says Tom. So do we, but could we say it 
with a mouthful of champ* in our gobs?
 
Then the BBC got involved and things then really started to 
snowball…

We made an appeal on BBC Radio Ulster’s Talk Back pro-
gramme - one listener suggested Gullivers, based on novelist, 
and one-time Belfast resident, Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver’s 
Travels, said to be inspired by the Cavehill silhouette
 
We also made headlines in the Irish News and Community 
Telegraph newspapers and have been inundated with posts 
on Facebook and the forum of www.ourweecountry.co.uk - the 
NI football fans’ acerbic website.
 
Our quest has captured the public imagination and our online 
readers have been revealed as a witty, inventive - and some-
times hilariously rude and cheeky - lot. 

Some nicknames refer to the name of the city, such as Bel-
fasters, Belfastians, Bellees, Belfastards, Belfasties and, 
simply, Fasties. One clever clogs came up with Bastion - using 
the ‘B’ from Bel and the ‘ast’ from ‘fast’ - while a potty mouth 
reader put forward the suggestive Bellenders.
 
If you have a suggestion, get in touch via belfast.inyourpocket.
com, tweet at www.twitter.com/inyourpocket or visit 
Belfast In Your Pocket on Facebook. If we can settle on a 
suitable name, our next step is to get it included in a future 
edition of the OED - posterity, here we come! 

*mashed potatoes with scallions**
** spring onions

Funny, rude, inventive, clever - here are some of our 
favourite suggestions:
 
Laganlullabites - named after the river as well as our 
love of both music and food.
 
Tatties or Champs - due to our fondness for potato-
based dishes.
 
Samsons - in honour of the shipyard crane, though 
interestingly, no-one plumped for Goliaths.
 
Duncher - Belfast-speak for a cloth cap.

Jamesies - inspired by the late Norn Iron (that’s Northern 
Ireland to the uninitiated) comedian James Young’s quirky 
coterie of local characters.  
 
Chip Eaters - because out-of-towners reckon that we 
visit the seaside on day trips and eat up all the chips.  
When, really, we eat all the fish too.  
 
McCooeys - a popular choice, named after the 1949-56 
BBC NI radio soap opera which followed the lives of a 
fictional working class Belfast family
 
Shipbuilders - like we always say, the Titanic was alright 
when she left here.
 
Frankies - arising from the habit, it is said, of city folk 
collecting their franked ‘dole’ cheque (unemployment 
benefit) from the local Post Office while on holiday.
 
Wah Wahs - OK so enunciation isn’t always our strong 
point, but do we always say ‘wah?’ instead of ‘what?’ 
or ‘pardon?’

What’s in a name...

Berlin – city of change. 
Twenty years after the Wall came 
down, the city still pulsates with 
history, creativity, variety and 
diversity like nowhere else on 
earth. This is what makes Berlin 
truly unique.

To find out more, visit 
www.mauerfall09.de

be open, be free, be berlin.
www.be.berlin.de

the place to be 

for change. 

Scarlett Allen (3) from Belfast ponders the eternal question
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10 BelFast’s Quarters
Titanic Quarter (East Belfast)

This is perhaps the most ambitious development of all, with a 
major project to transform 75 hectares of East Belfast’s former 
shipyard into ‘one of the largest waterfront developments 
in Europe’. Plans will incorporate a Titanic museum, with the 
work timed to coincide with the ship’s 2012 centenary (not to 
mention the London Olympics which should have even more 
folk flocking to these shores). 
Beyond this iconic name, East Belfast is also the birthplace of 
three international names - The Chronicles of Narnia author 
CS Lewis, singer-songwriter Van Morrison and football legend 
George Best - each has a plaque, statue or mural marking their 
local lineage. And don’t miss Stormont Estate and Parliament 
Building, heading out of the city along the Newtownards Road. 
Closer to the city, the Lower Newtownards Road has a large 
Loyalist political mural, big B&W Titanic mural (pic) and a couple 
of NI football ones, too. Shoppers should navigate their way to 
Bloomfield Avenue with its bijou selection of independent shops, 
boutiques and cafes. 

North Belfast

While North Belfast has yet to establish its own Quarter, its Ca-
vehill pinnacle is a real city highlight with dramatic views across 
Belfast Lough and all the way to Scotland on a good day. Belfast 
Castle and Belfast Zoo are also top-class attractions nestled 
in this verdant backdrop. And, though much less frequented by 
tourists, the Waterworks Park, along the Antrim Road, makes 
for a pretty daytime stroll. Back towards the city, there are 
several Nationalist and Loyalist interfaces with their respective 
political murals, Conversely, the area also boasts some grand 
old houses once owned by wealthy and industrious linen mer-
chants - particularly along Fortwilliam Park off the Antrim Road 
(map: off F-1). Crumlin Road Courthouse and Gaol (pic) also falls 
within its remit. Find out more at www.nthbp.org.

Belfast In Your Pocket is looking for a young filmaker with 
the vision and skills to make a short travelogue (c.4mins). 
The finished piece will be uploaded to our website and 
promoted in the print guide.

You will get help with content and script. All you need 
to do is come up with the visuals and make a film that 
showcases Belfast’s best bits.

Can you make a Belfast video?

Put simply, Belfast is made up of five areas: North, East, South, 
West and the City Centre within which cosmopolitan Quarters 
are emerging, providing a focus for culture, tourism and eco-
nomic development.  Cross reference this quick guide with our 
What to see key: SB - South Belfast, WB - West Belfast, EB 
- East Belfast and NB - North Belfast. Easy peasy.

Cathedral Quarter (city centre)

Named after St. Anne’s Cathedral (pic), this city centre Quarter 
is a vibrant hub for the arts, restaurants, nightlife, hotels and 
big city events. Custom House and Writer’s Squares often stage 
free concerts and street entertainment. And Donegall Street 
(where the Cathedral stands), Waring Street and cobbled Hill 
Street are the Quarter’s main eating and drinking drags. 

Queen’s Quarter (South Belfast)

South Belfast’s leafy thoroughfares boast the eponymous 
University (pic), Botanic Gardens and the Ulster Museum (re-
opening late-2009). It is here, too, that you’ll find the Lisburn 
Road, a stylish shopping strip sometimes referred to as 
Belfast’s Bond Street. For more info on this area, check out 
Shopping (p.63) or click www.visitsouthbelfast.com. 

Gaeltacht Quarter (West Belfast)

West Belfast’s Falls Road has initiated a Gaeltacht Quarter 
promoting the use of the Irish language in its shops and 
services. A West Belfast map has also been put together 
showing historic sights, including St. Peter’s Cathedral (pic), 
along both the Shankill and Falls Roads. Copies are available 
at the Falls Road’s West Belfast TIC at An Culturlann. And you 
can find out yet more interesting neighbourhood tours and at-
tractions in our West Belfast section (p.58) or by visiting www.
visitwestbelfast.com.

Macbeth on stilts anyone?  You certainly can’t accuse the 
Ulster Bank Belfast Festival at Queen’s (to give it its 
fully sponsored title) of being predictable. 

The largest festival in the UK and Ireland outside of 
Edinburgh, the ‘Queen’s’ part refers to the city’s main 
university (usually known as QUB) but the fun isn’t limited 
to its hallowed quad.

Over thirty citywide venues will host these culturally diverse 
‘happenings’, including Belfast City Cemetery, Belfast 
Synagogue and the John Hewitt Bar, during the Festival’s 
run from Fri 16 - Sat 31 Oct. And, to celebrate its reopen-
ing after a two-year revamp, Belfast City Hall will also be 
getting in on the act.
 
The city’s annual cultural explosion kept citizens enter-
tained during the dark days of the Troubles, when many 
bands, comedians and actors were wary of coming here, 
afraid of explosions of an altogether different nature. So 
the Festival, now in its 47th year, has a place in the hearts 
and minds of local culture vultures, but what of this year’s 
offering? 

We’ve scrutinised the programme (which you can pick up in 
the usual tourist offices as well as many city centre bars, 
cafes, restaurants and Ulster Banks) and picked the best, 
the funniest and the most bonkers events. 

And as for that Macbeth on stilts interpretation of Shake-
speare? Well, it also features motorcycles, a naked man 
in a cage, fire and music and its official title is Macbeth, 
Who is That Bloodied Man?  The bard has never been 
so avant garde. Read on Macduff...

Classical and Opera

Valery Gergiev (pic) with the Mariinsky Orchestra of St. 
Petersburg get things going with the Opening Concert at 
the Belfast Waterfront (16 Oct, 20:00, £27.50-£34.50). 
And the curtain falls on the 16-day showcase with Polish 
Passions, featuring the Ulster Orchestra and solo violin-
ist Tasmin Little’s performance of Karol Szymanowski’s 
second violin concerto, conducted by Michal Dworzynski 
(Ulster Hall, 30 Oct, 19:45, £13.50-£16.50). 

Cosi fan tutte in the Grand Opera House (aka GOH - 28 
and 30 Oct, 19:00, £12.25-£39.75) and an all-Hayden pro-
gramme from the Ulster Orchestra with the BBC Singers 
performed in West Belfast’s Clonard Monastery (23 Oct, 
19:00, £14.50-£17.50) are also among the highlights in 
an impressive line-up. 

Popular Music
Not that classical and opera isn’t popular, of course, but 
we needed some way of distinguishing those fat ladies 

singing from nights filled with diddly dee sounds (A Feast 
of Trad, 24 Oct, Ulster Hall, 20:00, £22.50). For every 
obscure act (to us here in Belfast anyway, obviously not 
to their own families) such as southern Sahara guitar 
poets Tinariwen (16 Oct, Mandela Hall QUB, doors 20:00, 
£19.50) there are more recognisable names, in the form of 
chart-bothering foxy ‘pop-rockabilly’ - we made that term 
up, watch it take off - siren Imelda May (21 Oct, Mandela 
Hall, doors 20:00, £15).   

Cabaret

What good is sitting alone in your room?  Frankly, none. So, 
since life is a cabaret, old chum, we wouldn’t mind spending 
part of it being entertained by Camille O’Sullivan as she 
performs the darker songs of Nick Cave, Jacques Brel and 
Tom Waits (not exactly known for their Zip A Dee Doo Da-
style optimism as it is) in the GOH (18 Oct, 20:00, £18.75-
£23). There’s also comedy cabaret from long-established 
female trio Fascinating Aida (pic, 28 Oct, Elmwood Hall, 
19:30, £17.50) and subversive sounds from Three Bonzos 
And A Piano, featuring three of the Bonzo Dog Doo Dah 
Band (17 Oct, Spiegeltent, 20:00, £12/£15).       

Drama
You want multiculturalism? You got it. Irish theatre company 
Prime Cut perform Black Milk, a bleak comedy from a 
Russian Playwright (23-31 Oct, except Sun 25, 20:00, 
Brian Friel Theatre QUB, £10-£15) and Belfast’s Kabosh 
troupe present the Jewish-themed This Is What We Sang 
in the city’s sole remaining synagogue (Somerton Rd, north 
Belfast, 22 and 25-29 Oct, 20:00, £7-£12.50).          

Dance

The award-winning DV8 Physical Theatre company performs 
To Be Straight With You (pic), its dance, text, animation 
and film-heavy exploration of tolerance and sexuality, in the 
GOH from 21-23 (Oct, 20:00, £18.75-£21.50). Interpretative 
dance, don’t ya just love it.  
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Film 
The Queen’s Film Theatre’s (QFT) Ken Russell season 
includes a showing of rock opera Tommy (26 Oct, 21:15, 
£4.50/£5.50) and The Music Lovers (23 Oct, 21:15, 
£4.50/£5.50) as well as an evening in conversation with 
the eccentric British film-maker himself (23 Oct, 19:00, 
£10/£12). Other big screen treats include the 1971 clas-
sic starring Julie Christie, The Go-Between (19 Oct, QFT, 
18:30, £4.50/£5.50) and the documentary Gypsy Cara-
van: When The Road Bends celebrating the musical world 
of the Roma people (28 Oct, 18:30, £4.50/£5.50).   

Visual Art
An exhibition of work by Irish artist Sean Scully heralds the 
reopening of the Ulster Museum (23 Oct 2009 - 14 February 
2010), while the Golden Thread Gallery explores aspects 
of art and nationality with its 6th Collective Histories 
of Northern Irish Art from 1945 to the present day (16 
Oct - 7 Nov). Think out of the box a bit and treat yourself 
to a Floodlit Bus Tour of Belfast’s architectural heritage, 
which takes in the City Hall, Ulster Hall and Stormont (29 
Oct, 19:30, £10).  

Spiegeltent
Now a festival favourite, the Spiegeltent at Custom House 
Square in the city centre, attracts a fair number of wan-
nabe Sally Bowles types to its events, which this year 
include music from the Warsaw Village Band (22 Oct, 
20:00, £12/£15) as well as unrehearsed jazz percussion 
and bingo-calling at Mrs Boyes’ Bingo (29 Oct, 20:00, 
£9/£11). Those wacky guys. There’s no official Fringe to 
the festival, so this is as close as you’ll get. As a result, 
tickets sell out quickly.  

Special Events
Sadly, the Ulster Orchestra will be performing a rendition 
of Happy Birthday To You to two of Ireland’s greatest 
poets, Seamus Heaney and Michael Longley, who both 
celebrate their 70th birthdays this year. Well, not that we 
know of anyway. But they’ve all got together for an evening 
of classical music and literary readings (17 Oct, 20:00, 
Belfast Waterfront, £17.50-£22.50).    

Families
The story of Pinocchio, as told through puppetry, shadows 
and illusion will amuse the little ones (20-24 Oct, Old Mu-
seum Arts Centre, various times, £6/£8) as will Musical 
Storytimes for Children with a clarinet quartet (20, 21, 
23 Oct, various locations and times). Makes a change from 
the Wii, that’s for sure. 

Funny Ha Ha

Side-splitting (we hope) humour from Jerry Springer: The 
Opera co-writer, Stewart Lee (27 Oct, Ulster Hall, 20:00, 
£17.50) as well as one of Britain’s self-styled stately homos, 
Julian Clary (pic, 22 Oct, Ulster Hall, 20:00, £17.50/£20). 
The ‘where has he been for the past few years since he went 
off the telly?’ award goes to Irish funnyman Sean Hughes 
(17 Oct, Elmwood Hall, 20:00, £16.50) while local laughter 

merchant Tim McGarry provides the sort of Irish History 
Lesson that you won’t find in any official book (29 and 30 
Oct, Waterfront Studio, 20:00, £12/£14).    

Funny Peculiar

If Macbeth on motorcycles and stilts (Macbeth, Who is 
That Bloodied Man?  22-31 Oct, Barrow Square, Claren-
don Dock, £10-£16.50 - pic & see intro) doesn’t whet your 
appetite for straight outta left-field bonkersness, how 
about a cabaret-style performance of dance and Dolly 
Parton tunes in Bodies, Buns & Boyfriends (16-18 Oct, 
Old Museum Arts Centre, 20:00, £8/£10).

Polskai Year
As part of the UK’s celebration of Polish culture 2009-2010, 
Polish performers such as those Macbeth boys we keep 
mentioning and the Polish Passions closing concert are 
among the highlights. But check out, too, the Zbigniew 
Namyslowski Big Band (try saying that after a few 
brewskis) who’ll be descending on the Elmwood Hall on 24 
Oct (20:00, £12/£15).      

Talks
OK yes, comedians, actors and poets all do talking too, but 
not always in such as erudite way as polymath Jonathan 
Miller (19 Oct, Elmwood Hall, 19:30, £10/£12); crime fic-
tion writer Ian Rankin (17 Oct, 6.30pm, Waterfront Studio, 
£8/£10); BBC reporter Martin Bell (27 Oct, Elmwood Hall, 
19:30, £10/£12) or philosopher, cultural commentator and 
all-round brainy type beloved of the political left, Noam 
Chomsky (30 Oct, Whitla Hall, 19:30, £10.50/£13).  

Paaaaarty 
Retro lovers can let it all hang out (within reason) at Glitter 
and Sparkle, featuring a playlist brimming with tunes from 
the 1940s-60s (30 and 31 Oct, Spiegeltent, 20:00, £14.50) 
while DJ Ritu lays down the Bhangra beats and more at the 
Bollywood Club Night (23 Oct, Spiegeltent, 20:00, £10).   
     
For the full, fantastic Festival line-up phone the Box Of-
fice on (+44) (0)28 9097 1197 or call into the Belfast 
Welcome Centre, 47 Donegall Place. You can also get your 
peepers on the programme and your mitts on those tickets 
by perusing www.belfastfestival.com. 

DOWNPATRICK  &  Co.  DOWN  RAILWAY

FRI 30th & Sat 31st Oct

                  6pm till 9pm

Meet Merlin the Sorceror
on board his

 HAUNTED
STEAM TRAIN

Plus Sun 1st Nov

2pm till 5pm

Halloween  
Ghost Trains

North Belfast’s Irish language and Indian communities 
come together on Sat 24 Oct to celebrate and share 
their cultures. Set in the newly-opened Belfast City 
Hall, the Diwali & Samhain Celebration Festival 
showcases the similarities of two traditional Hindu and 
Celtic myths and legends.
Diwali - the Hindu ‘Festival of Light’ - symbolises 
the victory of righteousness and li fting of spiritual 
darkness, and is traditionally celebrated at the end 
of the Hindu month of Ashwayuja between October 
and November.
The Festival of Samhain - Irish for summer’s end and 
the origin of Hallowe’en - is a celebration of the end of 
the harvest season in Gaelic culture, generally regarded 
as ‘The Celtic New Year’. Traditionally, it was believed 
the boundaries between the worlds of the living and 
dead overlapped, and the deceased would come back 
to life and cause havoc such as sickness or damaged 
crops. The Celts therefore celebrated ‘ fire festivals’ 
when the dead re-visited the mortal world and large 
communal bonfires were lit to ward off evil spirits.
The Festival explores the themes of light, brightness, 
rebirth and renewal - each common to both Irish and 
Indian traditions. Among the attractions will be live 
music with Irish language reggae group Bréag, a 
line-up of top-class Bollywood dancers Desi Brave 
Hearts and traditional Irish and Indian music by local 
community artists. 
There’ll also be international and Indian cuisine, followed 
by a bit of Céilí dancing to burn off those calories. Expert 
dancers from the renowned Lawrenson/Toal School 
of Irish Dancing will show us some nifty footwork, and 
there’ll be workshops in Chinese & Celtic writing, among 
others, and face-painting for the kids. 
Organised by the McCracken Cultural Society and Arts 
Ekta, this unique Festival promises a fun and family 
atmosphere, as it promotes mutual understanding, and 
awareness of cultural diversity in the local community. 
Mark the seasonal change and forget about the colder 
weather for one day at this action-packed event. 
For more info contact Artsekta, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9023 1381, www.artsekta.org.uk.

Diwali & Samhain Festival

If you’ve ever fancied taking a ride on a steam train, check 
out Downpatrick & County Down Railway’s restored 
three-mile section of the old Belfast railway line from its 
Downpatrick station to Inch Abbey. Here, 70-year-old 
steam engines transport passengers in carriages up to 
150-years-old through the scenic Co. Down countryside.
And, this Hallowe’en, there’ll be ghosts on the platforms and 
ghouls on the train as Merlin the Magician returns to the 
Hallowe’en Ghost Trains. Children - and brave grown-ups 
- who dare to alight at the Forbidden Platform will be granted 
an audience with the Great Wizard in his own haunted Grotto 
train. And children who enter Merlin’s domain and pass his 
tests will receive a mystical gift. All passengers are also 
invited to give Merlin a scare by donning ghostly fancy 
dress. And the really brave can visit a Viking Graveyard 
on Halloween night as the train stops at the grave of King 
Magnus Barefoot - be warned as ghoulish things may rise 
out of the ground before your very eyes.
Doors open on Hallowe’en nights Fri 30 and Sat 31 Oct, 
18:00 - 21:00, and Sun 1 Nov, 14:00 - 17:00. Admission 
is £5, conc. £4, aged 3+ £6.50 and U3 £4 - including a 
present from Merlin. 
Refreshments will be served onboard a buffet carriage at 
the Loop Platform, and car parking is free. As this is an 
outdoor event, remember to wrap up well. Keep an eye 
out, too, for Santa’s visit to the railway this December. For 
lots more info, contact the Downpatrick & County Down 
Railway, tel. (+44 (0)28 4461 5779 on Mon, Wed or Fri 
10:00 - 14:00 or visit www.downrail.co.uk. 

Dare you board the ghost train..?
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It’s midterm mayhem as all sorts of creepy treats trans-
form the seaside town of Newcastle, Co. Down with 
spooky festivities from Mon 26 Oct - Sun 1 Nov. Vamped 
up visitors are promised a frenzied week of eerie events 
including the traditional Creepy Colouring Competition, 
Boo-castle Town Treasure Hunt, Halloween Workshops 
and Ghosts and Ghouls Window Trail.
Scary Shenanigans will take place from 15:00 on Sat 
31 Oct, when some of the UK’s leading animated stilt 
characters will mesmerise party-goers as they creep 
and scuttle along the promenade. And there’ll be fright-
eningly good fun at the Children’s Fancy Dress Party 
in the Newcastle Centre. The traditional Freaky Fancy 
Dress Competition takes place at 16:00 followed by a 
magical lantern parade. Boo-gie with The Booze Bros 
at the festival stage, and watch out for an extra special 
performance by the Junior Glee Choral Society that 
promises to be a real Thriller!
Cool FM’s Pete Snodden will rev up the party atmosphere 
and lead the countdown to the Fangtastic Fireworks which 
light up the majestic Mournes and spectacular seafront 
from 18:00 on Central Promenade. And rounding off the 
week-long spook-a-thon on Sun 1 Nov, the promenade’s 
the place to be for Doctor Fun’s Monster Mash Music 
and Mayhem, Spooky Stories and Chilling Tales by Lexy 
Higgins and the Big Telly Magic Show by Paul Gomac. For 
full details and tickets contact the Festival Hotline, tel. 
(+44) (0)28 4372 2222, or visit www.hallowtides-
festival.com.

Newcastle’s Hallowtides Festival

The spookiest, most pun-tastic date on the calendar is 
celebrated at Clarendon Dock on Sat 31 Oct from 18:30 
- 21:30 with a chilling collection of witches, ghosts and 
ghoulish characters.
The spooktacle (sorry folks) begins at Clarendon Dock 
(beside the former Seacat terminal) at 18:30 with more 
than forty street entertainers amusing the hordes. 
There’ll be all sorts of surprises to keep revellers on their 
toes, and one-man Queen tribute act Flash Harry will 
rock you right up to Northern Ireland’s largest fireworks 
display. The event always draws huge crowds, so get 
there early to make the most of the fun. 
The Mash also marks the end of Belfast City Hall’s 
fortnight-long reopening celebrations and there’ll be 
guest presenters from UTV, helping the TV station 
commemorate its 50th birthday.
A free ghost bus shuttle service wil l run from 
Chichester Street to Clarendon Dock, dropping off in 
Corporation Square, every 15mins from 18:00 - 22:00.
Return shuttle buses run from Corporation Square to 
City Hall from 20:30 - 21:30 with onboard fancy dress 
competitions and fangtastic prizes for the creepiest 
costumes. (puns end here - ed).

Belfast’s Metro Monster Mash

Saturday 31 October
Be afraid, be very 
afraid at Central 
Promenade from 
3.00pm - 7.00pmScary Shenanigans from 3pm and

Watch press for further details or visit 

www.hallowtidesfestival.com

Frightening Festival Fun includes:

Frightening Festival Fun includes:

Live Music by The Booze Bros

Spooky Street Theatre

Freaky Fancy Dress Competition

Theatre by Love & Madness 

 ‘A Skull in Connemara‘

The Shining

Thriller Dance Tribute
Contact Newcastle Tourist Information Centre 

Tel: 028 4372 2222

Fangtastic 
Fireworks at 6pm

hallowtides_bip_123x90mm_lscape.indd   1 29/9/09   16:40:02

NI’s theatre scene has a long and proud tradition of 
amateur dramatics. Am-Dram groups from across the 
Province perform sell-out shows on a regular basis, and 
also teach stagecraft and production techniques to bud-
ding actors and technicians of all ages.
Among the best in the business is the award-winning 
Belvoir Players, which began in 1968 and today boasts a 
dedicated troupe of 75 adults augmented by a flourishing 
Theatre Academy of 150 young people aged 5-16.
The Players’ portfolio of productions is performed both 
at the purpose-built Belvoir Players Studio, just outside 
Belfast, and in theatres across NI and beyond.
The sumer season was busy as always but, no rest for 
the thesps, as it’s now time to get down to the serious 
business of the Christmas Pantomime. 
From 21 Dec -  9 Jan, Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs sashay onto the stage for this year’s show, as 
our heroine and her band of merry boys thwart the evil 
schemes of her mirror-wielding wicked stepmother.
Catch this colourful production at Belvoir Players Studio, 
Castlereagh, just south of Belfast City and signposted off 
the Outer Ring not far from the Ramada Hotel.
Tickets cost £8, or £6 conc. Booking ahead is extremely 
advisable as the panto always draws a big crowd. Tel. 
(+44) (0)28 9049 1210 or 9064 9835 to bag your 
tickets.
And for more details on Belvoir Players drama schemes 
and shows, and how to get to the Studio theatre, visit 
www.belvoirplayers.org.

Belvoir Players’ Panto (oh yes it is)

Belfast
27 Oct - 1 Nov: Draiocht Children’s Arts Festival
Fun for children and young adults in West Belfast, as the 
people behind Feile, the annual West Belfast Festival, 
make sure the kids are alright with drama, arts, sport and 
crafts events as well as puppet shows and multimedia 
workshops for ages three-18. Tel: (+44) (0)28 9031 
3440, www.feilebelfast.com.

Thur 29 - Sat 31 Oct: Belfast Fashionweek
No fashionista worth her Blahniks would dare to miss 
Belfast’s annual round up of all things fashion fabulous. 
Now in its fifth year, it’s moving to the newly re-opened 
City Hall this season, where the organisers will host 
masterclasses, exhibitions and nightly catwalk shows. 
Along with High Street faves there’ll be style from up-
and-coming local designers and independent boutiques 
being showcased. Tel: (+44) (0)28 9024 6609, www.
belfastfashionweek.com.

Thur 12 - Sun 29 Nov: Outburst Queer Arts 
Festival
Gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered culture and 
creativity comes to the fore with film screenings, live 
music, talks and discussions in this kick up the arts for 
Belfast. www.outburstarts.com.

18 Nov - 4 Dec: Cinemagic
The annual fi lm and TV festival for children and 
young people aged from four-25, returns with movie-
making workshops, screenings, talks from industry 
professionals, Talent Lab masterclasses on scriptwriting, 
acting and production (3 & 4 Dec), plus career advice for 
budding media moguls. Tel: (+44) (0)28 9031 1900, 
www.cinemagic.org.uk.

Derry

Fri 30 Oct - Sun 1 Nov Banks of the Foyle Hallowe’en 
Carnival
The biggest, ooky, spooky, shenanigan-filled festival 
in the province takes place annually in the walled city 
of Derry. It’s now Ireland’s largest street carnival, 
attracting around 40,000 dressed-up revellers every 
year, and consists of the pun-tastic Ghostbustours, a 
parade through the streets of the city and a massive 
fireworks display. Tel: (+44) (0)28 7126 7284, www.
derryvisitor.com.

For info on Belfast events, and to book tickets, visit the 
Belfast Welcome Centre. For all other events, see the 
contact details for each listing.

More Oct-Nov events
Belfast City Sightseeing Ghost Bus Tours
Take a journey through ye olde Belfast and watch the 
city’s haunted past scream to life. The two-hour tour 
takes in shiversome side streets, a spooky pub and 
eerie Friar’s Bush Cemetery, as guides Eamon Phoenix 
and Gerry Ward regale the group with ghoulish tales, 
frightening folklore... and some surprises along the way. 
As these tours only take place at Hallowe’en (though 
we wish they happened year-round) they book up very 
quickly - so plan ahead to ensure your place. Tours dep. 
Castle Place (opp. McDonald’s) Fri 16 - Sat 31 Oct 
(excl. Sun), 18:30, 19:30 and 20:30. Tickets: adult 
£18, child £8 (U15 must be accompanied by an adult). 
Price includes donation to the cemetery up-keep. and 
there are spot prizes for best fancy dress costume. To 
book tel. (+44) (0)28 9045 9035, www.belfastci-
tysightseeing.com.

Lagan Boat Company’s Ghostly Sea Shanty Tours
Shiver your timbers and quiver on the river onboard 
this ghostly galleons of the high seas (well, Belfast 
Lough anyway).  There’ll be ghostly tales, live spooky 
music... and a gift-wielding appearance from Dracula. 
Tours leave from Jetty Number 2 near the The Lagan 
Spookout and the ‘Big Fish’! Tours dep. Thur 29 - Sat 
31 Oct, 18:00 and 19:30. Come dressed to scare... 
and there may be a rush, so spook early. Tickets: adult 
£10, conc. £8, 2+2 £28. For more details and to book 
tel. (+44) (0)28 9033 0844 or 07718 910 423, 
www.laganboatcompany.com. 

More Hallowe’en hi-jinx
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The Royal Ulster Academy’s 128th Annual Exhibi-
tion - the largest, open art exhibition in Northern Ireland 
- takes place from Fri 2 - Sat 31 Oct in the historic As-
sembly Rooms, former Northern Bank building on the 
corner of Belfast city centre’s Waring St and North St.

The Cathedral Quarter building started life as an arcaded 
market house in 1769, making it Belfast’s oldest public 
building, so i t’s a fi tting venue for such a cul turally 
important event.

The annual exhibition features work by RUA members (a 
list which includes many of Ireland’s most distinguished 
artists), as well as invited artists and those chosen 
through open submission.

I t’s a complex and delicate business choosing the 
works to appear in this arty highlight in the city’s cul-
tural calendar. So expect a varied selection, with some 
thought-provoking contemporary exhibits as well as more 
traditional works of visual art.

As part of the free month-long event, the RUA’s Educa-
tion Programme boasts a wide range of activi ties, 
including public lectures every Sun in Oct at 15:00 
and, on Fri 2, as part of Age Awareness Week, a print 
workshop, tour of the exhibition, plus tea and coffee to 
round off the afternoon.  

Public Lectures
Sun 4: An artists’ panel will debate the relevance of the 
Academy in the 21st century.
Sun 11: Dr Paul Larmour of Queen’s Universi ty will 
discuss the former Waring St bank and its architect, 
Charles Lanyon.
Sun 18: Daniel Jewesbury will be asking the question 
Academy or Advocate: What do Artists Need?.
Sun 25: Dr Riann Coulter will look at the Academy and its 
Enemies: A Brief History of Academies in Ireland.

Public tours will take place every Fri at 15:00 and Sat 
at 11:00, with signed tours for the deaf on Sat 17 at 
11:00 and Fri 30 at 15:00.

If you’d also like to discover more about the Cathedral 
Quarter, then the Afternoon Tea Talks are a great op-
tion. They take place every Tues at 14:00 and include a 
tour of the exhibition, short walking tour of the Cathedral 
Quarter and refreshments afterwards.

If you’re a newcomer to the RUA and its work, the exhibi-
tion provides a great way to discover more about this 
Belfast institution, which has existed in one form or an-
other since 1879. It started life as The Belfast Ramblers’ 
Sketching Club before becoming The Belfast Art Society 
in 1890, The Ulster Academy of Arts in 1920, and ending 
up as The Royal Ulster Academy of Arts in 1950.

Though all events are free, booking is required - call the 
RUA offices on (+44) (0)28 9032 0819 And visit rua.
webcorona.com for lots more info on the event and 
organisation.

Royal Ulster Academy Annual Exhibition

2 – 31 October 2009
The Northern Bank
2 Donegall Street, Belfast

 1000 – 1730 Monday – Saturday
 1300 – 1700 Sunday

 www.ruaonline.com

Royal Ulster Academy of Arts
 128th Annual Exhibition

The island of Ireland’s only full-time Irish language professional 
theatre company, Aisling Ghéar,  is getting ready for a radical 
and deliciously satirical offering this Autumn.
Nestled in the ‘gracious embrace of a compact and bijou 
Presbyterian Church’ on Belfast’s Falls Rd, the An Cultúrlann-
based company has been entertaining, endearing and 
exasperating audiences for 12 years. Its generous helping 
has embraced the Classics, the Absurd, the Agit-prop, the 
‘brand-new-never-been-seen-before’ stuff, shows for wains 
(kids), shows about myths and legends and even a show 
about Elvis. Twice a year it packs up the big van and tours 
the country, taking Belfast, the Irish and a ‘cracker of a show’ 
out on the road.
So what’s the deal about having a company that does stuff 
in a ‘forgotten’ language? And isn’t it just too ‘pal-litical’ 
anyway? Aishling Ghear’s response is that “what we get 
to work with every day is a ‘treasure’. It’s been around for 
800-odd years, longer than most National Trust properties, 
and we get to develop it, cherish it and create a future for 
it  - for everybody.
“It’s as much part of our culture as The Book of Kells, the 
Ulster Fry and a pint of Guinness. Let’s just loosen our stays 
about it all! Language is a language, that’s it - nothing more 
and nothing less.” 
And, for those of us who don’t know our Irish from our 
proverbials, the company thoughtfully provides a free live 
English translation service for every show via a comfy pair 
of headphones – which means, while you’re watching the 
performance, there’s someone backstage translating 
simultaneously so you don’t miss a word.
Coming up in November is The Poor Mouth/An Béal Bocht 

- a two-fingered salute to all things ‘picturesquely’ Gaelic. 
Based on the work of Irish comic genius Flann O’Brien aka 
Myles na gCopaleen, this brand new stage adaptation by 
Artistic Director Bríd Ó Gallchoir tells the story of Bonaparte 
O’Coonassa - ‘son of Michealangelo, son of Patrick, son of  
Owen, son of Sarah, son of  Thomas, son of Maire’ who was 
born in a cabin in the fictitious village of Corkadoragha in 
western Ireland.
From the front door of this ‘small lime-white house in the 
corner of the Glen’ you could (allegedly) see - Gweedore, 
Connemara, Galway, the island of Aran and The Great 
Blaskets. Famed as much for its beauty as the abject, 
relentless and ‘much prized’ poverty of its residents, the daily 
fare consists of potatoes shared with a horse called Charlie, 
a bunch of sheep, ‘a slim thighed cow’, a clutch of chickens 
and Ambrose the pig. Discover buried treasure, underwater 
homes and the perils of marathon Irish dancing. A perfect 
marriage of satire and gazumping, this is Monty Python before 
there was Monty Python.
The show opens in Cultúrlann on Fri 6 & Sat 7 Nov before 
moving to the Grand Opera House’s Baby Grand studio from 
Wed 11 - Sat 14 Nov. It then travels to ten Irish regional 
theatres, from Co. Donegal in the north to Cork city in the 
south and Navan in the midlands, before culminating on Sat 
5 Dec at An Draiocht Arts Centre, Blanchardstown, 
Dublin 15.
Belfast’s Baby Grand tickets cost £15 & £12, available 
from the Box Office: (+44) (0)28 9024 1919 or www.
aislingghear.com. Check the website, too, for full details 
of the month-long Ireland-wide tour, as well as future 
productions.

Aisling Ghéar Irish Language Theatre Company
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Theatre & Concert Venues
Belfast Waterfront D-2, 2 Lanyon Place, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9033 4455, www.waterfront.co.uk. Opened 
in 1997, Belfast’s newest concert hall and conference 
centre is a striking architectural riverfront addition. The 
glass-fronted three-storey building holds two bar areas, 
a gift shop, several coffee spots and the Arc Brasserie. 
The spacious foyer also hosts regular free art exhibitions. 
Performances in the main 2245-seat arena range from 
big-name performers and classical music to cheesy tribute 
bands and international opera and ballet. Many of the city’s 
business conferences are based here, and the 380-seat 
Studio provides a more intimate setting for drama, comedy 
and music events. 

Courtyard Theatre, Newtownabbey L-3, Ballyearl 
Arts and Leisure Centre, 585 Doagh Rd, Newtownab-
bey, Co Antrim, tel. (+44) (0)28 9084 8287, www.
newtownabbey.gov.uk/courtyardtheatre. Idyllically 
situated in landscaped gardens, this entertainment venue 
is renowned for its programme of local am-dram shows and 
musical performances. The theatre also hosts year-round 
arts and crafts events, classes and festivals designed to 
bring out your creative bent. Ben Hur film star, and local 
hero, Stephen Boyd is commemorated with a plaque in 
the mezzanine.

Grand Opera House B-2, Gt. Victoria St, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9024 1919, www.goh.co.uk. Catch a show at this 
striking Victorian theatre and gaze in awe at its opulent gilt 
moldings, carved plasterwork, angels-and-cherub fresco 
and elephant boxes. Designed in l894 by the famous 
theatre architect Frank Matcham, the landmark building’s 
contemporary atrium-style extension has a Baby Grand 
per formance space for smaller shows and Luciano’s 
restaurant, named after opera giant Pavarotti who made 
his UK debut on these very boards. Catch a varied year-
round programme of drama, musicals, ballet, opera and 
the hugely popular Christmas panto. 

Odyssey D-1, 2 Queen’s Quay, tel. (+44) (0)28 9045 
1055, www.theodyssey.co.uk. This modern entertain-
ment complex at the edge of the old shipyard is Belfast’s 
landmark Millennium Project and a major symbol of the 
city’s rejuvenation. When the Belfast Giants ice hockey 
team isn’t in residence, the main 10,000-seat Arena pulls 
in music big guns including REM, Britney and Oasis.

Old Museum Arts Centre B-2, 7 College Square 
North, tel. (+44) (0)28 9023 5053, www.oldmu-
seumartscentre.org. This 19th-century listed building 
is home to one of Ireland’s leading centres for visual and 
performing arts. OMAC runs a programme of music, the-
atre, comedy, dance and workshops, and the ground floor 
gallery holds regular exhibitions. There’s even a cute coffee 
bar and sofa strewn area for that truly boho moment.

Ulster Hall C-2, Bedford St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9032 
3900, www.ulsterhall.co.uk. Over the years this grand 
old Victorian building has hosted international boxing, or-
chestra recitals, rock bands, comedy and dancing horses. 
I ts main interior feature is the magnificent Mulholland 
Organ, named after a former Belfast Mayor who funded 
its purchase. During WW2, the venue was used as a dance 
hall to entertain US troops based in the city. The hall has 
long been the city’s social heartbeat and, following a major 
renovation, continues to attract a diverse range of year-
round events and entertainment. If you’re feeling peckish 
when you pass, check out the nice cafe within.

Sport
Belfast Giants D-1, Odyssey Arena, Queen’s Quay, 
tel. (+44) (0)28 9073 9074, www.belfastgiants.
com. The Belfast Giants debuted at the sparkly new 
Odyssey Arena in December 2000 and, to everyone’s 
amazement, quickly established a huge following. The 
non-sectarian, community-friendly team ticks all the right 
boxes and, with Canadian players dominating the squad, 
the Giants continue to attract an impressive fan base. 
The season runs Sept-April.

Football A-5, Windsor Park, Tates Ave, off Lisburn 
Rd, tel. (+44) (0)28 9066 9458, www.irishfa.com. 
Owned by local team Linfield FC and leased for national 
games, this 14,000-seater stadium rises up amid rows 
of terraced houses on the lower Lisburn Road. Soccer 
legend George Best is NI’s most famous alumni and the 
team reached the World Cup Finals in ‘56, ‘82 and ‘86. 
NI memorably beat England here during the 2006 World 
Cup Quali fying campaign when David Healy scored the 
only goal. 

Ulster Rugby G-3, Ravenhill Stadium, 85 Ravenhill 
Pk, tel. (+44) (0)28 9049 3222, www.ulsterrugby.
com. The 12,500 capacity Ravenhill Stadium is home to 
Ulster Rugby - one of the four rugby teams representing 
Ireland’s provinces (the others being Leinster, Munster 
and Connacht). The most illustrious moment in the club’s 
history was in January 1999 when the team li fted the 
European Cup. Each season the team competes in the 
Celtic League and Heineken Cup. 

Whether a dedicated athlete or marathon rookie, now’s 
the time to turn your running dreams into reality. You 
have between now and 16 April 2010 to enter the 
city’s sporting showpiece at www.belfastcitymara-
thon.com. Then, next Bank Holiday Mon 3 May, join 
an estimated 18,000 runners taking part in the 2010 
Deep RiverRock Belfast City Marathon. The route 
begins at the City Hall at 09:00, ends at Ormeau Park 
and takes in every part of the city, with thousands of 
spectators lining the streets to cheer on the runners. 
Overnighters should also check out the city’s two cen-
trally located Premier Inn hotels for great value rates 
and post-marathon parties. 
As well as experiencing the euphoria at completing 
the 26+mile circuit, participants can also turn their ac-
complishment into money for charity. Choose your own 
charity or donate your winnings to 2010’s nominated 
charities - Marie Curie Cancer Care and Concern World-
wide. Male and female athletes who break the course 
records set by local athlete Marty Deane (2:15:51) in 
1985 and Ethiopia’s Marashet Jimma (2:39:22) in 2008, 
will win a £2k (men) and £1k (women) bonus. And, even 
if you’re not aiming to break the tape, fun runs, walks, 
relays and the wheelchair marathon ensure everyone 
can take part.

Belfast Marathon
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Titanic Boat Tour D-1, dep. Donegall Quay beside 
the Big Fish sculpture near the Lagan Lookout, tel. 
(+44) (0)28 9033 0844/07718 910423, www.
laganboatcompany.com. Jump aboard the Titanic Boat 
Tour, the only one in the world that shows you where this 
mighty ship was built and first slid into the sea. Belfast 

Find it one mile from the Odyssey, or save your legs and hop 
off the City Sightseeing Bus Tour that stops right beside 
the dock. QOpen 10:30 - 16:00.  Tours: Adult £5, Conc. 
£4, 5-16 £3, U4 free, 2+3 £12. LKW

Titanic Walking Tour D-1, Odyssey Complex, 2 
Queen’s Quay, M26, tel. (+44) (0)7904 350339, 
w w w.titanicwalk.com. Follow in the footsteps of 
Titanic’s builders in this, the city’s only Titanic Walking 
Tour. Tour guide Colin Cobb’s extensive knowledge leaves 
no fact unearthed - even down to the number of apples 
on board the doomed liner (36,000, if you’re asking). The 
2hr tour begins at 12:30 (check ahead) from outside the 
Odyssey Complex and heads down Queens Island, past 
several significant shipyard locations - including the Draw-
ing Offices, slipway and awe-inspiring Titanic’s Dock and 
Pump-House - bringing the city’s shipbuilding heritage 
and, of course, Titanic’s birth into sharp focus. The tour 
also includes a 30min stop for lunch at the Pump-House 
cafe.  Colin’s entertaining and detailed insight is suitable 
for all ages - whether a self-professed Titanorak or not. An 
enjoyable and authentic experience commemorating the 
achievements of Titanic’s creators. Q Tours dep. daily 
at 12:30 (from Nov-Feb: Mon, Wed, Sat & Sun) from front 
door of the Odyssey Complex. Adult £10, conc. £8, U10 
£4, Family (2+2) £18 (incl. Pump-House Tour). GC

Titanic Tours Belfast tel. 7852 716655/+44 28 
9065 9971, www.titanictours-belfast.co.uk. Let this 
luxurious leather-seated Mercedes people carrier convey 

you in comfort round some of the city’s most evocative 
Titanic sites. Tour guide Susie Millar’s great grandfather 
Tommy Millar worked on, and perished with, the famous 
ship... and it is this unique connection that makes the tour 
particularly poignant. The tour begins with a DVD presented 
by local TV news reporter Susie who elaborates on the 
family’s Titanic story - most memorably the two pennies 
Tommy left behind, telling his family to keep them until his 
safe return. The pennies remain in the family to this day 
and are shown as part of the tour. Susie then drives past 
Ormiston House, former home of Harland and Wolff supremo 
Lord Pirrie, and stops at Thomas Andrews’ former home - 
now the HQ of the Irish Football Association and still with its 
original sweeping staircase and stained glass window. The 
tour then dips into Queens Island where Susie explains the 
various sites associated with the ship. The final stop is the 
City Hall’s Titanic Memorial which bears the names of the 22 
Belfast men who died when the ship sank on April 15, 1912... 
including that of Assistant Deck Engineer Thomas Millar. A 
thoroughly relaxing way to explore Belfast’s Titanic story, 
and in the company of someone who knows the story like no 
other. Q Pick-up on request. Giant’s Causeway and bespoke 
Belfast Tours also available. £25pp - max. 5 people.

Belfast & Titanic Interactive Trail Take this state-of-the-
art trail by following a hand-held GPS-device which combines 
images, reconstructions, text and audio to bring the city’s 
industrial and maritime history to life. Pick up this nifty gadget 
at the Belfast Welcome Centre, Donegall Place.

locals are proud to proclaim, “She was alright when she 
left here!”® - and this Titanic boat tour offers an authentic 
perspective of the doomed liner from onboard the pas-
senger ferries ‘Joyce Too’ and ‘Mona’. The tour passes the 
significant historical sites around Queen’s Island and the 
shipyards of Harland & Wolff where Titanic was designed, 
buil t and launched. During the 75min live commentary 
tour, passengers also get to see the SS Nomadic, the 
last remaining White Star Line ship afloat, also known as 
Titanic’s little sister. In addition to daily scheduled tours, 
private charter rates are available for social and leisure 
events such as birthday parties, hens, anniversaries and 
corporate groups, with significant discounts for schools 
and educational groups.Q Scheduled tours: Oct. Daily 
12:30, 14:00, also Fri-Mon 15:30. Nov. Sat & Sun 12:30, 
14:00. Adult £10, child £8, 2+2 £28. 

Titanic’s Dock and Pump-House G-2, Queen’s 
Rd, behind Odyssey Complex, M26, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9073 7813, www.titanicsdock.com. Once the ‘beating 
heart’ of Harland & Wolff shipyard, this listed Edwardian 
building houses a 12m deep pump-well whose four engines 
could drain two dry docks of 23m gallons of water in just 
100mins. Of the two, the adjacent Thompson Dry Dock 
is the largest - and the place where Titanic had its final 
fit-out. The Dock’s gargantuan proportions give an awe-
some indication of Titanic’s scale. 1hr Guided Tours (Oct 
daily 11:00 & 14:00, Nov-Feb Sat-Mon and Wed 14:00)  
reveal the engineering excellence behind these colossal 
constructions. Inside the Pump-House is a cafe (with free 
wifi), souvenirs for sale and info panels and audio-visuals 
recalling Belfast’s industrial heyday and Titanic achieve-
ment. The drama-doc Titanic: Birth of a Legend will also 
be showing at Titanic’s Dock and Pump-House every Wed, 
Sat and Sun  at 16:45 (Tickets £5/3)..
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Everyone knows the story of RMS Titanic, yet few realise 
the ship was built right here in Belfast. In fact, no other 
city in the world can lay claim to having lived beneath its 
magnificent shadow for so long.  The emerging superstruc-
ture, on slipway No. 3, dominated East Belfast’s Harland 
& Wolff shipyard for just over two years, from the moment 
its keel was laid in March 1909 to its launch on 31 May 
1911. Only the cold, North Atlantic seabed has been its 
home for longer - from the early hours of April 15 1912 
when the mighty ship collided with an iceberg and came 
to its final resting place.
Major plans are underway to transform the surrounding 
land into the world’s greatest Titanic museum. A handful 
of buildings and artefacts from that era will be incorporated 
into the project, including the slipway, Drawing Rooms, 
Titanic Pump-House and Dock.  The centrepiece - a Titanic 
Quarter Maritime Museum - is due to be completed by 
2012, the centenary of the ship’s sinking. Find out more 
about these ambitious and long overdue plans at www.
titanic-quarter.com. Meanwhile, there are plenty of Titanic-
related activities and locations worthy of your patronage. 
To find out more, dive into our listings to discover Belfast’s 
best Titanic-inspired events, activities and attractions. 

She was alright when she left here

See Titanic Belfast on a luxury tour, with the great 
granddaughter of a crew member, from the comfort of 
our 5 seat Mercedes MPV. The tour lasts 2 hours, with 
a DVD introduction & visits all the key sites connected 

with the great liner.

The only tour with access to SS Nomadic.

WWe operate all year round & the cost includes pick-up &
drop-off at your accommodation.

Adults: £25 per person

For more details, please visit:
www.titanictours-belfast.co.uk



22 where to stay

Belfast In Your Pocket belfast.inyourpocket.com October – November 2009belfast.inyourpocket.com

23where to stay

International names, boutique one-offs and gloriously 
homely guest houses and B&Bs are plumping their col-
lective pillows ready for your weary wee head. Budgeting 
weekenders and grungy backpackers are equally spoiled 
for choice, while long-stay execs and large groups can 
opt for showroom-style self-catering apartments. Get 
here quick before word gets out... you’ve never had it 
so good. Hotel prices are often ‘rack rates’, so check 
online for the best deals. Star ratings are those dished 
out by our wonder ful friends at the Northern Ireland 
Tourist Board.

Cream of the Crop
Europa Hotel B-2, Gt. Victoria St, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9027 1066, fax. (+44) (0)28 9032 7800, res@eur.
hastingshotels.com, www.hastingshotels.com. Heads 
of State, movie icons, rock gods and sports stars have all 
bedded down at the Europa, one of the city’s most enduring 
landmarks. Its location, standing tall between the Grand 
Opera House and Gt. Victoria St. Bus and Rail Station, makes 
it a great base from which to explore the city and beyond. 
Grab a window seat at The Piano Bar Restaurant for excel-
lent people-watching opportunities or drop in on the more 
informal ground floor Brasserie. Delegates can network to 
their hearts content at the Exhibition Centre, then retire to 
an executive bedroom replete with CDs, plasma TVs and 
Ralph Lauren bedding. And every room has a little rubber 
duck to call your own. Q240 rooms Single £135-£185, 
Double £200-£220, Suites £300-£420, Breakfast £12-16. 
JHREKW hhhh

Fitzwilliam Hotel B-2, Great Victoria St, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9044 2080, fax. (+44) (0)28 9044 2090, enq@
fitzwilliamhotelbelfast.com, www.fitzwilliamhotelbel-
fast.com. From the double-height glass-fronted foyer to 
the immaculately presented rooms, this luxury city centre 
hotel exudes uncompromising elegance at every turn. 
Acid yellow, burnt orange and lime green set the tone in 
the guestrooms, and dark wood is cleverly incorporated 
to balance out the vibrant shades. Each room offers retro 
‘dial’ phones, MP3 connections, flatscreen TVs, sunflower 
showers and great city views. Splurge on the Penthouse 
Suite and you’ll also get your very own limo service and 
24/7 butler. Around 90% of all materials used throughout 
the hotel is of Irish origin, and the theme continues in the 
restaurant where all food is locally sourced to keep those 
airmiles down. Speaking of which, a dedicated ‘Green Team’ 
oversees the eco-friendly vibe (all communal area lighting 
acts on sensors). And the high guest-to-staff ratio will 
ensure all your whims are fulfilled. Right beside the Grand 
Opera House, this latest downtown abode really is a cool, 
classy city stand-out. Q130 rooms. Standard Executive 
£180, Superior £210, Deluxe £240, Studio Suite £270, 
Penthouse £1500. JHRFLKW

Hilton Belfast D-2, 4 Lanyon Place, tel. (+44) (0)28 9027 
7000, fax. (+44) (0)28 9027 7277, reservations.belfast@
hilton.com, www.hilton.co.uk/belfast. This centrally-located 
12-storey hotel is a relatively recent red-brick addition to the 
city skyline. Outside it’s imposing but inside the atmosphere is 
much more refined. Natural light floods through the glass-fronted 
foyer, and many of the immaculately presented bedrooms offer 
fabulous views along the River Lagan. The top three floors have 
executive bedrooms (Molton Brown goodies for the ladies, Irish 
whiskey for the men) and a classy airport-style business lounge. 
The Sonoma restaurant serves Irish fusion food and Cables Bar 
is ideal for a pre-Waterfront tipple or post-shopping espresso. 
Q195 rooms Single £89, Double £98, Weekend special £116. 
JHFLKDW hhhhh

Malmaison C-1, 34 Victoria St, tel./fax. (+44) (0)28 
9022 0200, belfast@malmaison.com, www.malmaison-
belfast.com. One of the UK’s most stylish hotel chains has 
landed in Belfast... and not before time. This former seed 
warehouse with whimsical flora and fauna friezes gives way 
to an interior draped in gothic opulence. Crushed velvet 
boudoirs, black leather sofas and roll-top baths adorn the 
Samson and Goliath suites: named after Belfast’s landmark 
cranes. The urban theme extends to the restaurant with 
fabulous canvases featuring the city’s political wall murals. 
A wonderland of flickering tealights, extensive cocktail menu 
and flat screens showing classic films bring diners back 
to the hotel’s goth-chic ambience. Gorge yourself on the 
restaurant’s specially selected steaks from the Duke of 
Buccleuch’s Scottish estate.Q64 rooms. From £85 room 
only. HRK hhhh

Merchant Hotel C-1, 35 Waring St, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9023 4888, fax. (+44) (0)28 9024 7775, www.themer-
chanthotel.com. A walk through this sumptuous hotel is 
like stepping inside a Sotheby’s catalogue. The wow factor 
never lets up - from the magnificent foyer chandelier to the 
perfectly groomed, antique-festooned rooms. And each of the 
five elegant suites are named after well-known local writers 
including Seamus Heaney and CS Lewis. Ollies nightclub and 
The Cloth Ear trad pub attract hotel guests and Belfast’s 
nightowls ever in search of the next ‘in’ place. With a £10m 
price tag, this listed former bank building is most definitely 
the city’s latest place du jour. Q26 rooms £160-£220 per 
room. JKW hhhhh

Radisson SAS D-3, 3 Cromac Place, Ormeau Rd, tel. 
(+44) (0)28 9043 4065, fax. (+44) (0)28 9043 4066, 
info.belfast@radissonsas.com, www.radissonsas.co.uk. 
Set in the revamped Gasworks complex, this big-name hotel 
reveals a minimalist mantra reflecting its stylish Scandanavian 
origins. Glass panorama lifts spirit guests to their choice of 
two room styles: warm, contemporary Urban, with its dark 
woods and burnt ochres, and cool chic Nordic featuring ice 
tones and natty pin-stripe chairs. If money’s no object, check 
into Suite 7 - NI’s largest one-bedroom suite - and check out 
spectacular views along the River Lagan. Bellissimo Italian 
nosh is served downstairs in Filini’s restaurant. Q120 rooms 
Single £125-£160, Double £135-£180. HRLKW 
hhhh

Ten Square C-2, 10 Donegall Square South, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9024 1001, fax. (+44) (0)28 9024 3210, reserva-
tions@tensquare.co.uk, www.tensquare.co.uk. A favou-
rite of the city’s visiting celebs, this super-chic boutique hotel 
stands out for many reasons. The renovated linen house’s 
cream exterior blends in beautifully with its envious position 
overlooking the back of City Hall. Look up and you’ll see Michel-
angelo, Washington, Newton and Shakespeare staring out 
from their plasterwork portholes. Inside, the Asian-themed 
bedrooms are individually designed with one - the Bradley 
Suite - a veritable private art gallery featuring paintings by 
Terry Bradley, one of Belfast’s most acclaimed artists. The 
hotel’s self-styled ‘Oriental opulence’ spills over into The Grill 
Room & Bar, an exquisite restaurant with carnivore-friendly 
menu and colonial-themed watering hole attracting the city’s 
aspirational sophisticates. Room rates include full Irish break-
fast. Q23 rooms. From £85. HRBK hhhh

Upmarket
Holiday Inn C-3, 22 Ormeau Ave, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9032 8511, fax. (+44) (0)28 9062 6546, belfast@
ichotelsgroup.com, www.belfast.holiday-inn.com. 
Si tuated opposite the BBC and a favouri te with suits 

and creative types, this city centre hotel offers top class 
business and leisure facili ties. The bright, contemporary 
rooms come with Playstations and ‘pillow menus’ with a 
choice of five plumps. The ‘good night’s sleep’ theme 
continues with wooden shutters, complimentary cocoa 
and a selection of dream-inducing meals at The Junc-
tion Restaurant and Bar. Q170 rooms. Room only £65, 
Double £75, Weekend special £89. JHRFKDC 
hhhh

Malone Lodge Hotel A-5, 60 Eglantine Ave, tel. 
(+44) (0)28 9038 8000, fax. (+44) (0)28 9038 8088, 
info@malonelodgehotel.com, www.malonelodge.
com. In a short space of time this locally-owned, Queen’s 
Quarter hotel has become one of the best four stars in 
ci ty. The spacious bedrooms are elegantly decorated 
in calming cream and stylish charcoal tones, and their 
large bay windows positively encourage the sun to shine. 
Macklins Bar serves snacks and more substantial meals 
from its grill menu while The Green Door Restaurant of-
fers a great value Sunday Carvery. Q50 rooms. Double 
£135, Executive £155, Suites £225. HRFLKD 
hhhh

Stormont Hotel off H-3, Upper Newtownards Rd, 
tel. (+44) (0)28 9065 1066, fax. (+44) (0)28 9048 
0240, res@stor.hastingshotels.com, www.hasting-
shotels.com. This large, contemporary hotel is one of 
Belfast’s most popular corporate centres. I ts purpose-
buil t Confex Centre fulfills every conferencing desire, and 
the airy reception is a mecca for networking execs. I ts 
proximity to the eponymous parliament building makes 
it popular with poli ticos and public sector VIPs. Join the 
movers and shakers at the cocktail bar or eavesdrop at 
La Scala or Shiraz eateries. Q105 rooms. Single £135-
£155, Double £170-£190, Suite £295-£310, Breakfast 
£13-£16. HRILK hhhh 

Mid-range
Crescent Townhouse B-4, 13 Lower Crescent, off 
Botanic Ave, tel. (+44) (0)28 9032 3349, fax. (+44) 
(0)28 9032 0646, www.crescenttownhouse.com. This 
charming boutique hotel’s elegant 19th century exterior 
houses deluxe rooms with stylish extras such as a Belfast-
style sink, plasma TV and internet access. Crank up the 
luxury notch a tad with suites boasting Victorian roll top 
baths and canopy beds. The Metro Brasserie is one of the 
best hotel restaurants in the area and Bar/Twelve’s comfy 
leather sofas, good lunch menu and live music nights go 
down a treat with well-heeled professionals and media 
luvvies. Q17 rooms Single £75, Double £85, Suite £100. 
JREKW hhh

Days Hotel B-3, 40 Hope St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9024 
2494, fax. (+44) (0)28 9024 2495, reservations@
dayshotelbelfast.co.uk, w w w.dayshotelbelfast.
co.uk/. This huge, eight storey monolith is the biggest 
hotel in town and a great base for city centre shopping 
and nights on the tiles. The short stroll to Great Victoria 
St. Bus and Rail Station makes daytrips and International 
airport connections a doddle. Many of the great value 
bedrooms have superb views across the city and fea-
ture spacious power showers and video games for hire. 
I f you can tear yourself away from that li ttle lot, grab a 
pre-nightli fe drink in the bar with ‘prices cheaper than 
nightclubs!!’. The free car parking is a nice city centre 
bonus. Q244 rooms. Rooms from £66. Breakfast from 
£5.95. JHRLKW hhh

£59
a night

  Great Value
from only

Belfast City Centre (Alfred Street)

0870 850 6316

Belfast City Centre (Waring Street)

0870 423 6492

A warm welcome

Rooms

Belfast



pointed early 20th century period residence gearing itself 
towards the leisure and business market... the owners can 
cater for small conferences for up to 12 people. Guests of-
ten remark on the quiet, secluded location, and the tranquil 
atmosphere is further enhanced by the colourful garden and 
choice of beautiful antique beds in some rooms. Q4 rooms. 
Single £30-£42, Double £45-£60. HLW

King’s Lodge E-4, 33 Upper Lisburn Rd, M9, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9060 5645, www.kingslodgebelfast.com. Stylish 
and contemporary accommodation is hard to come by in 
this south Belfast locale, which is why we’re loving this new-
build with trad façade boutique guest house. Nearby tourist 
hotspots include the King’s Hall, Malone House and those 
chic Lisburn Road cafes and boutiques. Each named after a 
NI icon (Giant’s Causeway, Bushmills, Botanic...) bedrooms 
are all en-suite with jacuzzi baths or jet showers. And if you 
really want to pamper yourself, book the Titanic Suite with 
its very own sauna. Rates include cooked or light breakfast. 
Find it 15mins drive from the city centre.Q 8 rooms. Singles 
£47, Doubles £70, Twin £75, Titanic Suite (with sauna) £85. 
LKW

Maranatha G-3, 254 Ravenhill Rd, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9046 0200, fax. (+44) (0)28 9059 8740, info@ma-
ranatha-guesthouse.com, www.maranatha-guesthouse.
com. This restored 18th century South Belfast townhouse 
overlooks Ormeau Park - home to one of Ireland’s oldest golf 
clubs where members of the public are welcome to play its 
nine-hole course. If citylife is more your thing, hop on the 
bus for the ten-minute ride into town. Bedrooms are en-suite 
and family and children’s rate are available on request. Q10 
rooms. Single £45, Double £35, Family £30. L
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this latest arrival also offers meeting rooms, chargeable 
wifi access and the contemporary-style Four Corners Bar & 
restaurant. The sympathetically restored brickwork facade 
of this listed building lends the hotel a touch of elegance 
and continues the area’s stylish renaissance. Q171 rooms 
£59 per room, Eat All You Like breakfast £7.50, U-16 free. 
JLKW hhh GC

Ramada Encore C-1, 20 Talbot St, tel. 0844 801 
0331, fax 0844 801 0332, enquiries@encorebelfast.
co.uk, www.encorebelfast.co.uk. An elegant piazza 
is emerging at the back of St. Anne’s Cathedral, and this 
hotel is sitting pretty at one corner. Inside, light reflects 
around the reception’s white space, with subtle colours 
and local artwork adding a cool, design hue. The stylish SQ 
Bar and Grill, and Hub Bar and Lounge, take centre stage 
on the ground floor, along with three meeting rooms (each 
named after an Irish writer). Bedrooms have clean wooden 
floors, wet-room style bathrooms, plasma TVs and, apart 
from four executive rooms, are all the same size. Ask for a 
room on one of the upper floors for good views across the 
city. Wifi is free in public areas and charged in-room. Call for 
parking arrangements. Q169 rooms. Rooms from £79. 
JHRLKW hhh

Travelodge B-2, 15 Brunswick St, tel. 0871 984 8484, 
fax. (+44) (0)28 9023 2999, www.travelodgebelfast.
co.uk. If you’re after a great value, no frills room with an excel-
lent city centre location then this could be it. Great Victoria 
Street Rail and Bus Station are across the road and the sur-
rounding area is replete with all manner of cafes, bars, shops 
and restaurants. Back at base, newly spruced up bedrooms 
feature flat screen TVs and streamlined furniture to make 
the most of the space. The first floor conservatory-style Bar 
Café serves up a buffet-style breakfast and, come the night, 
transforms into an informal drinks area complete with jukebox 
accompaniment... just the spot for a wind-down tipple with 
family, friends and fellow guests. Q90 rooms. Single £69, 
Double £79, Breakfast £6.95. JW hhh

Guesthouses
An Old Rectory F-4, 148 Malone Rd, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9066 7882, fax. (+44) (0)28 9068 3759, info@anol-
drectory.co.uk, www.anoldrectory.co.uk. This delightful 
late 19th century converted rectory serves a top-notch 
breakfast with the emphasis on fresh food with venison 
sausages and smoked salmon adding a gourmet touch. The 
spacious bedrooms (all with sofas, one with romantic open 
fire) and guests’ lounge are immaculately presented in a 
manner befitting this well-heeled Victorian residence. Once 
again, a good South Belfast location within easy bus, taxi or 
car reach of the city centre. Q5 rooms (singles £39 - 49, 
doubles £75). L hh

Ash-Rowan Town House A-5, 12 Windsor Ave, tel. 
(+44) (0)28 9066 1785, fax. (+44) (0)28 9066 3227, 
ashrowan@hotmail.com. A master bedroom with luxuri-
ous linens, antiques peppered throughout the house and a 
choice of nine gourmet breakfasts make the Ash-Rowan a 
real stand-out on the guesthouse scene. It’s near the Lisburn 
Road and a walkable distance, or 10min bus journey, from 
the city centre. History buffs will also be enamoured to learn 
it was once the home of Titanic designer Thomas Andrews 
and birthplace of his daughter Elizabeth.Q5 rooms. Single 
£59, Double £89-£96. L hhh

Bienvenue Guest House F-4, 8 Sans Souci Park, tel. 
(+44) (0)28 9066 8003, fax. (+44) (0)28 9066 3021, 
bienvenueguesthouse@hotmail.com. An elegantly ap-

Marine Guest House A-5, 30 Eglantine Ave, tel. 
(+44) (0)28 9066 2828, marine30@utvinternet.com, 
www.marineguesthouse3star.com. Commanding a 
corner position on leafy Eglantine Avenue, this imposing red 
brick guesthouse is award-winning and one of the biggest 
of its kind. The spacious bedrooms are en-suite and the 
off-road parking is an added boon. With Queen’s Quarter 
and the Lisburn Road right on the doorstep, it’s an ideal 
base for a bit of city centre and South Belfast shopping 
and sightseeing. Q10 rooms. Single £45, Double £60, 
Triple £80. L hhh

Rayanne House L-3, 60 Demesne Rd, Holywood, 
tel. (+44) (0)28 9042 5859, rayannehouse@hotmail.
com, www.rayannehouse.com. Exuding all the charm 
and elegance of a luxury boutique hotel, this sumptuous 
Victorian guesthouse is resplendent with eye-catching 
antiques and stylish design. Each of the 11 en-sui te 
bedrooms has its own unique decor, ranging from Chinese 
to Art Deco, and some boast fabulous sweeping views 
across Belfast Lough (binoculars available for close-up 
views). And the attention to detail continues through to 
the breakfast menu which, quite frankly, has to be the best 
in the business. Delicacies such as Compote of Warmed 
Spicy Breakfast Fruits and Organic Pork & Prune ‘Rayanne 
Sausages’ have already captured the imagination of 
kitchen doyenne Delia Smyth who describes it as ‘simply 
the best’. Ask about their private dining available for 
10-34 people. Rayanne’s close proximity to Belfast City 
Airport and the city centre, as well as free wifi, ensures 
business and leisure guests stay in touch with the 21st 
Century. Q11 rooms. Single £80-£95, Double £110-
£130, Triple £135, Family £150. LKW hhh

Express by Holiday Inn C-4, 106a University St, tel. 
(+44) (0)28 9031 1909, fax. (+44) (0)28 9031 1910, 
mail@exhi-belfast.com, www.exhi-belfast.com. This 
may be Holiday Inn without the frills but, with free breakfast 
and car parking thrown in for good measure, the price is 
hard to beat. Some rooms have fine views of Cavehill, and 
Chambers restaurant aims to lure diners to this convenient 
Queen’s Quarter location. Q114 rooms. Rooms from £75. 
HRLKW hhh

Jurys Inn B-2, Fisherwick Place, Gt. Victoria St, tel. 
(+44) (0)28 9053 3500, fax. (+44) (0)28 9053 3511, 
www.jurysinn.com. Yet another fantastically located hotel: 
literally a minute’s walk from the Grand Opera House and 
on the doorstep of some of the city’s best shopping and 
nightlife. The foyer’s surprisingly squishy sofas afford great 
views of Church House. Rooms are clean and functional and 
the corner rooms have nice vistas across the lawns of Inst. 
Grammar School. Six meeting rooms are ideal for business 
pow-wows, then you can digest your deals or daytrips over 
a pint in the contemporary Inntro Bar or a bite to eat at the 
Innfusion restaurant. For value and location, Jury’s is one 
of the city’s best options. Q190 rooms £94 per room. All 
rooms max two adults and two children, or three adults. 
JHRKW hhh GC

Park Inn C-3, 4 Clarence St. West, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9067 7700/28 9067 7701, info.belfast@rezidor-
parkinn.com, www.belfast.parkinn.co.uk. The city’s 
central and affordable hotel choice has received yet 
another boost with the opening of this three star hotel. 
Rooms reflect the international chain’s design concept - 
block primary colours, functional and modern rooms, and 
all the features you’d expect including tea and coffee, wifi 
(£10/24hrs), laptop-sized safe and satellite TV. Standard 
rooms come with super-sleek shower rooms and branded 
toiletries. Upgrade to Business Friendly and wallow in the 
bath, recline in the seating area or direct your gaze at the 
double aspect vista. The adjoining RBG restaurant and bar 
is the perfect spot for lunch, dinner or drinks. And the fitness 
centre with sauna and steam room, and seven conference 
suites, keep this hotel punching above its weight. When 
you’re checking in, check out the wall of Belfast photos in 
the double height foyer. Loving their work... Q Rooms from 
£69. Breakfast £10. Parking £7/24hrs at nearby NCP multi-
storey. JHRFKDW hhh

Premier Inn C-3, Alfred St, tel. (+353) 870 850 63 16, 
belfastcitycentre.pti@whitbread.com, www.premierinn.
com. This sleek new budget hotel has a fantastic city centre 
location - with great views on higher floors - and sparkly clean 
rooms as befits its newcomer status. Premier Inn patrons will 
instantly recognise the bedrooms‘ multi-channel TVs, tea/
coffee-making facilities, hairdryers and squeezy soaps in the 
ensuites. The hotel prides itself on quick turn-around times 
and ‚A good night. Guaranteed.‘ (Sssshhh! signs and special 
mattresses shore up their promise). Single female travel-
lers are reassuringly looked after and deals with a nearby 
fitness club (£5 per day) and business centre ensure suits 
and swimmers have everything they could possbily need. Q 
148 rooms. £69 per room. Eat All You Like breakfast £7.50, 
U-16 free. JLKW hhh GC

Premier Inn, Cathedral Quarter C-1, 2-6 Waring St, 
tel. 0870 423 6492, www.premierinn.com. Another 
great value hotel rises up in the city centre’s historic heart 
- right next to Cathedral Quarter’s bars and restaurants and 
a very short stroll from all the main shops, tours and attrac-
tions. Abundant with all Premier Inn’s expected features, 
including that Good Night Guarantee or your money back, 
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B&B
All Seasons F-4, 356 Lisburn Rd, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9068 2814, allseasons@fsmail.net, www.s196929215.
websitehome.co.uk. This renovated Victorian red-brick 
house is on the fashionable Lisburn Road with its plethora 
of designer label boutiques, cafes and shops. The owners 
have also added a self-contained two-bedroom apartment 
with kitchen and living room if you need a bit more sprawling 
space - contact for rates and special offers. Private parking 
and pick up service available. Q8 rooms. Single £35, Double 
£50, Triple/Family £65. L

Botanic Lodge B-4, 87 Botanic Ave, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9032 7682. Its great location makes this B&B popular 
with backpackers, businesspeople and parents visiting 
their beloved student offspring. The building is over 100 
years old and the same family has been running the busi-
ness for almost 50 of those years. Inside the chandeliers, 
antiques and kitsch decor combine OTT opulence with 
a warm, homely feel. Q17 rooms. Single £30, Double 
£45-£54

Emerald House F-2, 2 Chichester Ave, tel./fax. 
(+44) (0)28 9059 4315, tel.  077 80948 182, em-
eraldhousebedandbreakfast@hotmail.com, www.
emeraldhousebedandbreakfast.com. Relaxing earthy 
tones dominate this North Belfast Victorian home which 
retains many original features including a huge cast iron 
fireplace in the dining room. Berlin-born owner Silke is 
a trained chef and her husband a Black Taxi driver so, 
between them, they can conjure up tasty extras such as 
organic breakfasts (5am - 10am), evening meals, airport 
pick-ups (at taxi rate) and city, Causeway (incl. Silke’s picnic 
basket) and Political Tours and reflexology to soothe the 
sole. Free wifi keeps you connected with the folks back 
home. The house is non-smoking and does not accept 
stag or hen groups. Q3 rooms. FROM JAN-DEC 2009 
5th ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL REDUCED ROOM RATES: 
Single £25, Double £45, Twin £55.. LKW

Somerton House F-1, 22 Lansdowne Rd, tel. 0044 
28 9037 0717, fax 9077 2462, somertonhouse@
yahoo.co.uk, www.somertonhouse.co.uk. Beautifully 
decorated in period colours and dotted with antiques 
and curios, this grand old Edwardian townhouse is a real 
North Belfast gem. Close to Cavehill, Belfast Castle and 
Belfast Zoo, and a 10-minute bus ride into the city centre, 
Somerton is ideal for couples who crave a bit of homely 
peace and quiet. It’s the right side of town for the Liverpool 
and Stena ferry terminals, not to mention the M1 motorway 
should you fancy a daytrip to the Giant’s Causeway. Q9 

rooms ((Single £35-45, Double £58, Twin £48-55, Family 
(2+1) £70). 

Apartment Rental
A City Abode tel. 0870 9194790, www.acitya-
bode.co.uk. Gather family or friends together - or go 
i t alone with plenty of sprawling space - at your choice 
of ci t y centre or (from August 09) Ti tanic Quar ter 
apar tments. Contemporary decor, concierge service 
and package deals make your stay that li t tle bi t more 
special, and gives this UK company a head star t on the 
burgeoning sel f-catering apartment scene Q Per night: 
one bed from £130, two bed from £180. W

Cordia Serviced Apartments F-3, 355 -367 Lis-
burn Rd, M9, tel. (+44) (0)28 9087 8782, mail@
cordiaapartments.com, www.servicedapartments-
belfast.net. Si tuated on the sophisticated shopping 
mecca that is the Lisburn Road, the decor is simply, 
yet stylishly executed. Modern ki tchens combined with 
spacious dining and living areas, and enticing bedrooms 
set off with subtle feature walls and soft, comfor table 
beds make these urban pads a classy ci ty base. I f you 
fancy a change from a hotel, and like to sprawl, give them 
a try. Q One Bedroom Apartment £89, Two Bedroom 
Apartment £99. LW

International Airpor t Hotels
Hilton Templepatrick Hotel & Country Club 
L-2, Castle Upton Estate, Templepatrick, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9443 5500, fax. (+44) (0)28 9443 5511, 
reser vations.templepatrick@hilton.com, w w w.
hilton.co.uk/templepatrick. This sprawling 88 hect-
are estate is located five miles from the International 
Airpor t, close enough for convenience yet surrounded 
by rolling green fields. Step inside the grand foyer and 
you’re immediately hi t by the undoubted ‘wow’ factor: 
an 18-hole gol f course right on i ts doorstep. I f you’re 
more prone to chipped nails than chipped shots, check 
out the manicure bar at the extensive heal th and fi t-
ness complex. Foodies should be more than happy with 
the restaurant’s eclectic breakfast menu (anyone for 
haggis?) and extensive wine selection. Q129 rooms. 
Single £54-£64, Double £64-£74, Weekend special £79. 
HRFLKDCW hhhh

Park Plaza Hotel K/L-3, Belfast International 
Airport, tel. (+44) (0)28 9445 7000, fax. (+44) 
(0)28 9442 3500, reception@parkplazabelfast.com, 
www.parkplaza.com/belfastuk. Popular with tourists 
and business types catching an early flight, this modern 
hotel is a 50m walk from the airpor t entrance and offers 
helicopter transfers and in-room flight information for 
execs on the move. I ts internal balconies overlook the 
bright, spacious foyer and provide a panoramic view 
across the airpor t. The contemporar y-style rooms 
feature black and white photos of Nor thern Ireland and 
the conference rooms are named after Irish and Scot-
tish islands. Circles restaurant is per fect for pre-flight 
networking or a bi te of fusion cuisine before the airline 
food beckons. Q106 rooms. From £80. HRLK 
hhhh
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22 Lansdowne Rd, 
off Antrim Rd, 
North Belfast

Tel. (+44) (0)28 
9037 0717

 www.somertonhouse.co.uk

Lisnacurran Country House L-3, 6 Listullycurran 
Rd, Dromore, Co. Down. BT25 1RB, tel./fax (+44) 
(0)28 9269 8710, tel. (+44) (0)7767 425444 
/07866 265429, lisnacurran@yahoo.co.uk, www.
lisnacurrancountryhouse.co.uk. Edwardian elegance 
greets guests at this beautiful country house, just two 
miles from Hillsborough near Lisburn, and c.20mins 
from Belfast. Owners Jonathan and Lynne McCabe have 
transformed the former farmstead into a stand-out B&B, 
adding original features to enhance the historic ambience. 
Period decor and modern luxuries dominate the four 
bedrooms. And cooked and continental breakfasts boast 
locally-sourced produce such as Hillsborough honey and 
free-range eggs. Guests embarking on a special day out 
can also order a freshly prepared picnic hamper. What a 
treat. Q Singles from £40, Doubles from £60,  Family 
from £80. Airport pick-up £30. RLKW

Premier Inn Lisburn L-3, 136-144 Hillsborough Rd, 
Lisburn, Co. Down., tel. 0870 111 2894, fax 0870 
111 2895, www.premierinn.com. At last, Lisburn can 
proudly boast its very own hotel. Long the butt of many 
a joke, the city has shaken off its hotel-free status to 
become the latest location for the Premier Inn chain. 
Which means guests can expect good value rooms, an 
extensive menu at Table Table restaurant and - perhaps 
most importantly of all - a very convenient location for 
Sprucefield Shopping Centre, home of M&S and lots of 
other retail treats. Don‘t forget to check out Lisburn city 
centre‘s shopping, too, for lots more one-off and high 
street finds. Find it just off the M1 motorway. Q 60 
Rooms. Per room per night: Mon-Thur from £62, Fri-Sun 
from £55. HRLK hhh GC

Lisburn beds

belfast.inyourpocket.com
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Not so long ago, Belfast was a bit of a gastronomic wasteland. 
But these days, the city’s plates are well served with a tasty 
selection of local and international nosh. Many bars and hotels 
also serve great gourmet and trad food, so don’t forget to 
check out those listings too. 
Meanwhile, to help you choose your dish of the day, here’s our 
guide to the best eateries at every price level. Just follow our 
£ sign guide for your preferred price range (prices based on 
average main meal for one, no drinks.)

American
RBG C-3, 4 Clarence St West, tel. (+44) (0)28 9067 
7700, www.belfast.parkinn.co.uk. Gleaming marble 
counters, dark wood panelling, stained glass chandeliers and 
framed Americana prints and magazine covers lend a NYC 
Central Station-inspired art deco ambience to this impressive 
downtown dining space. Part of the Park Inn hotel, this elon-
gated, elegant restaurant runs from cosy booths with plasma 
screens near the entrance, to low level fireside armchairs 
in the middle and sofas and tables towards the back. The 
secluded mezzanine level is ideal for parties and corporates 
and the outdoor smoking terrace must be one of the city‘s 
most stylish. Steaks, scallops and chicken served with sauces 
and sides, including big chips (five fill the plate!), reflect the 
upmarket bar food menu. Chocolate brownies and classic 
ice creams are among the desserts, and plenty of tea and 
coffee choices make this a good pre or post shopping option 
for tired limbs and weary wallets. QOpen 06:30 - 22:00, Sat, 
Sun 7:00 - 22:00. ££-£££. J

Springsteen‘s Diner B-4, 75 Botanic Avenue, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9066 7272, www.springsteensdiner.com. Boast-
ing “the Ultimate American Diner Experience”, Springsteen‘s 
does indeed have a lot to live up to. But don‘t worry, this locally 
owned restaurant backs up its confidant claims by delivering 
first class American vittles. If you‘re out on a date, try the 
‚share with the mare‘ combo or if you‘re in no mood to share, 
there‘s enough choice on this menu to keep even the fussiest 
eater content. Enjoy the sizzling chicken fajitas, mouth-watering 
steaks and, if you‘ve room for more, the dessert menu will 
seal the deal on a great night out. QOpen 10:00 - late, Sat, 
Sun 9:00 - late. ££.

TGI Friday‘s C-2, Level 2, Victoria Square, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9024 9050, www.tgifridays.com. Candy-striped 
décor garnished with an eye-catching collection of pop culture 
and sporting memorabilia greets diners at this super-sized 
Victoria Square restaurant. Sizzling steaks, bounteous burg-
ers, flabbergasting fajitas and sensational salads all grace 
its mammoth menu... and those US-sized portions are large 
enough to satisfy even the biggest appetite. Speaking of which 
- the cornucopia of cocktails with 500 (yes, 500!) intoxicating 
concoctions should really get the party started. Fabulous for 
a family treat and perfect for a pals night on the town. Find it 
on a prominent corner position on Level 2. QOpen 12:00 - 
late. £££. J

Tony Roma‘s B-4, 25 University Rd, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9032 6777, www.tonyromasbelfast.com. Herbivores 
beware... America‘s rib and steak supremo has hit town with 
a belly-busting menu boasting a big selection of US-sized 
platters. The setting is refreshingly contemporary considering 
the Dukes of Hazzard-style menu. And, if ribs ain‘t your thing, 
chicken, seafood and salad dishes offer an alternative to the 
Flintstone-esque fayre. QOpen 12:00 - 22:30. £££.

Asian & Japanese
Ginger Tree B-3, 23 Donegall Pass, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9032 7151. With almost two decades of wisdom, tradition 
and fabulous cooking to its name, the Ginger Tree has long 
been the restaurant of choice for local foodies. In fact, so 
renowned is the Japanese nosh that Sir Paul McCartney and 
one-time rock gods Razorlight have feasted on its delicious 
dishes (though not at the same time). For the rest of us 
ordinary folk, the restaurant offers minimalist monochrome 
decor and Japanese artefacts that gel well with the authen-
tic cuisine. Q Mon-Sat 12:00 - 14:30, 17:00 - 21:30. Sun 
17:00 - 21:30. £££.

Harbour View D-2, 1 Lanyon Quay, tel. (+44) (0)28 9023 
8823, www.harbourviewbelfast.co.uk. This Teppanyaki 
restaurant, beside the landmark Belfast Waterfront Hall, fea-
tures a large outdoor terrace which gives way to an equally 
spacious lounge with sofas, chandelier and those great views. 
The highlight, however, is the Japanese Teppanyaki dining 
experience in the more formal dining area. Sit back and enjoy 
as chefs slice, stir fry and sizzle fresh food on large hot plates 
set into your table. Not cheap, but certainly unique among the 
city‘s dining choices. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. ££££. J

£ (£1-9) - Literally as cheap as chips. If you’re after a 
coffee, a sandwich or quick snack, you’re quids in here 
££ (£10-19) - Plush cafes, agreeable bistros and  
delicious takeaways that won’t break the bank
£££ (£20-34) - Upmarket lunches and good value 
evening meals in relaxed surroundings
££££ (£35-upwards) - Fine dining served with a touch  
of class

Price GuideHostels
Arnie’s Backpackers B-4, 63 Fitzwilliam St, tel. 
(+44) (0)28 9024 2867, info@arniesbackpackers.
co.uk, www.arniesbackpackers.co.uk. Share the fun of 
this small, independent Queen’s Quarter hostel with resident 
Jack Russells Rosie and Snowy. Avail of biscuits and free tea 
or freshly brewed coffee on arrival and stretch the budget 
by using their kitchen and dining room. Real fires complete 
the cosy ambience. Accommodation is in four and eight bed 
dorms. Q5 rooms. From £9. R

Belfast International Youth Hostel B-4, 22 
Donegall Rd, tel. (+44) (0)28 9031 5435, fax. (+44) 
(0)28 9043 9699, belfast@hini.org.uk, www.hini.
org.uk. This huge hostel is the biggest in Bel fast and 
the only one affiliated with Hostelling International. I t’s a 
short walk from all a tourist heart desires, from Queen’s 
Quarter pubs and attractions to ci ty centre shops and 
restaurants. A recent renovation has heralded a slew 
of top class ameni ties including en-sui te rooms, left 
luggage, currency exchange and laundry facili ties. The 
Causeway Cafe serves up good value grub and keep 
you connected with all your lovely new travel chums. 
Minicoach tours are based at the Hostel for trips to the 
Giant’s Causeway and nor th coast. And i f you’re explor-
ing beyond Belfast, check out sister hostels at Armagh, 
Enniskillen, Newcastle, Bushmills and Whitepark Bay.  
Q54 rooms (singles £21 - 31, doubles £15 - 21, triples 
£15 - 19, quads £12 - 15,  6-bed dorms £10 - 14,  large 
ensui te dorms £11 - 12). Prices pppn - Child, famil y 
and group rates available. HI members £1 discount. 
JHRLK

Farset International Hostel E-2, 466 Springfield 
Rd, tel. (+44) (0)28 9089 9833, fax. (+44) (0)28 
9089 9839, info@farsetinternational.co.uk, www.
farsetinternational.co.uk. Set in grounds on a small 
wildfowl reserve, this community-based hostel boasts 
spectacular views across the city, and is well-positioned 
for energetic walks up Divis Mountain or explorations 
of West Belfast. A 10min bus ride or 20min brisk walk 
takes you into the ci ty centre for extra sightseeing 
fun. More budget hotel than hostel, Farset offers ensuite 
twin rooms with TVs and tea/coffee making facili ties. 
Continental breakfast is included in the price, but you can 
get a cooked breakfast for just £2 extra. There’s also a 
self-catering kitchen, laundry and secure parking. The 
Foundry Restaurant and Mackie’s Bistro serve up good 
food and can cater for large and small on-site conferences. 
Q38 rooms. Single £34, Twin £48. HLK

Vagabonds B-4, 9 University Rd, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9543 8772/ 07706 931943, www.vagabondsbel-
fast.com. Widely-travelled owners Curt and Tara have 
sympathetically transformed this beautiful 18th Century 
Queen’s Quarter townhouse into a cool, affordable abode 
with forty beds across seven rooms. Having stayed at 
some memorable and, presumably, not so hot hostels, the 
couple instinctively knows what’s desired and required at 
this price range. Wifi, book exchange and laundry facilities 
sit alongside tours, bike hire and secure storage for your 
backpacks. Bay trees and picnic tables at the entrance, 
original cornicing and eye-catching artwork inside, and an 
outdoor chill-out zone with dartboard, BBQ and seating 
at the back compete the scene for today’s discerning 
budget traveller. Families, groups and individuals are all 
welcome. Q 4-12 bed dorms £16-13pp. Double/Twin 
£40pn. RW

 The N.Ireland
telephone code is +28

Dethleff s  Sun-
l i g h t  M o t o r -
home L-3, c/o A1 
Motorhome Hire, 
6  L istu l lycur ran 
Rd, Dromore, Co. 
Down. BT25 1RB, 
tel.  (+44) (0)28 
9269 8710, (+44) 
(0)7767 425444 lisnacurran@yahoo.co.uk, www.
lisnacurrancountryhouse.co.uk/campervan.aspx. 
A1 Motorhome Hire‘s brand new motorhome is now 
available for hire. The 2009 model Dethleffs Sunlight 
Motorhome sleeps up to 6 people and is equipped 
with full awning, TV/DVD, 4 bike rack (bike hire can be 
arranged), BBQ, and outside table and chairs. Central 
locking, CD, aircon, cruise control and reversing cam-
era make touring a breeze in this 6 speed manual right 
hand drive. And an equipped kitchen, crockery, WC 
and shower complete the comfy home-on-the-road 
li festyle. Q Check ahead for rates, T&Cs.

Self-Drive Motorhome

RBG Bar & Grill
Park Inn Belfast
4 Clarence Street West  BT2 7GP Belfast  Northern Ireland
Tel +44 (0) 28 90677700  info.belfast@rezidorparkinn.com   
www.belfast.parkinn.co.uk

Healthy, convenient and affordable food from the 
RBG charcoal grill. Rib eye steak, free range chicken, 
the best gourmet burgers, shakes and smoothies.

Live entertainment on Friday and Saturday evenings

the thrill 
of the grill

Fancy a kip(per)?
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Lunch £6.80
Grand Buf fet (f rom 5.30pm) Mon-T hurs £ 10.99, Fri & Sat £ 11.99

Sunday All Day £8.50
Children: Lunch and Sunday only £ 3.99, Grand Buf fet only £5.50

Sakura C-4, 82 Botanic Ave, tel. (+44) (0)28 9043 9590, 
www.sakurabelfast.com. Sit by the sushi train and pick your 
meals as they trundle past, or order from their extensive menu 
at this little bit of Tokyo on Botanic Avenue. Japanese cuisine 
has taken off big-time in Belfast and this is a great spot to 
join fellow saki and sushi fans. QOpen 12:00 - 22:30, Fri, Sat 
12:00 - 23:00, Sun 13:00 - 22:30. £££. S

Zen C-3, 55 Adelaide St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9023 2244, 
www.zenbelfast.co.uk/index.htm. So this is what £1m 
looks like in a restaurant. Likened to a James Bond set, Japa-
nese restaurant Zen is a phenomenal addition to the city‘s 
cuisine scene. Inside there‘s a cocktail bar, a wall of glistening 
water and gilded lilies, an ultra violet stairway and sunken 
‚ta-tammi‘ dining area. Groups are catered for in a series of 
wood-wrapped circular tables and encouraged to avail of the 
slippers. The spectacular glass-floored corridor of beaded light 
columns and mirrored ceiling is a nightmare to navigate when 
you‘ve sipped too much sake. But who cares when you‘re in 
one of the funkiest restaurants in town. All this and the food‘s 
fantastic too! Q Mon-Fri 12:00 - 15:00, 17:00 - 23:00. Sat 
17:00 -24:00. Sun 13:30 - 22:30. ££££. J

Chinese
China Buffet King Victoria Square, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9024 8100. Belfast‘s biggest, and Victoria Square‘s only, 
buffet-style Chinese restaurant certainly serves up quite the 
feast. Choose your table, join the queue and fill your plate 
from a heady selection of Asian (and some Western) dishes. 
Favourites such as spring rolls, sweet and sour chicken and 
singapore noodles sit alongside ever-changing exotic eats like 
king prawn in chilli garlic, lime and pepper roast pork and mixed 
veg in oyster sauce. Soups for starters and scrummy desserts with soft ice-cream top and tail the all-you-can-eat experience. 

And there‘s even a salad bar and good veggie selection for all 
you herbivores. Leave an extra notch on the belt... and try and 
time your visit to avoid the lunchtime rush. Q Lunch 12:00 
- 17:00, Grand Buffet Dinner 17:30 - late. Sun 12:00 - late. 
(Children must be under 140cm/4ft 5in). J

Foo Kin Express B-4, 38 Bradbury Place, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9023 2889, www.fookinexpress.co.uk. Stop titter-
ing at the back... the seemingly cheeky moniker of this laid-back 
restaurant is Chinese for Eat Well, Be Healthy. And that‘s just 
the start of owners Richard and Gemma‘s feelgood mantra. For 
not only is their food additive-free and, where possible, locally 
sourced, but even the cups, cutlery and plates are made from 
sweetcorn, starch and other eco-friendly materials. Believe 
us, this 100% biodegradable ethos is not the city norm, so 
(paper) hats off to the duo. The retro-chic and paper lantern 
interior blends well with supersized Asian photos and wooden 
benches. And authentic Chinese food is served in handy Snack, 
Feed and Feast portions and prices. All this, and a delectably 
innovative array of ice-creams and shakes (we implore you to 
try the ‚fifteens‘ flavour), makes Foo Kin a local and tourist 
fave. Q Tues-Thur 12:30 - 14:30, 17:30 - 22:30. Fri 12:30 - 
14:30, 17:30 - 02:30. Sat 17:30 - 02:30. Sun 17:00 - 23:00. 
Closed Mon. ££. S

Lee Garden B-4, 14-18 Botanic Ave, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9027 8882, www.leegardenbelfast.com. If you like your 
Sweet and Sour Chicken or Stir Fried Seafood served in spa-
cious, chic surroundings then this fixture on the local Chinese 
scene will definitely impress. Light pours into the open plan 
atrium from the restaurant‘s two storey glass ediface, and 
delicately spiralling lights cascade from its high ceiling. Wooden 
floors and brightly coloured leather seating exude 21st Century 
class, and the private function room with karaoke ensures 
wayward warblers don‘t disturb the rest of the diners. Already a 
big hit with the locals and Chinese community... what more en-

dorsement do you need? QOpen 12:00 - 24:00. £££. S

Sun Kee C-3, 43 Donegal Pass, tel. (+44) (0)28 9031 
2233. This legendary restaurant has long been a favourite with 
the city‘s Chinese community, media darlings and discerning 
gastronomes. The black and red interior is resplendent with 
Chinese art and lanterns and the delectable dim sum is simply 
bursting with flavour. Without a doubt one of Belfast‘s most 
authentic Chinese restaurants, and that‘s saying something. 
QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. £££. S

Water Margin C-3, 159 Donegal Pass, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9032 6888. At the corner of Donegall Pass and the Ormeau 
Road stands this magnificent church, now home to a large-
scale Chinese eating emporium. It‘s so big the managers 
communicate via earpieces ensuring the legion of diners want 
for nothing. Re-live that Lost In Translation moment in a private 
karaoke room or join the throngs tucking into the mouth-water-
ingly imaginative menu. Crispy duck feet and frogs legs anyone? 
QOpen 12:00 - 23:00, Sun 12:00 - 21:00. £££. S

Indian
Gingeroot B-3, 75 Gt Victoria St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9031 
3124, www.gingeroot.com. Dine on delectable Northern 
Indian tandoori-cooked cuisine as you sing along to TVs show-
ing Bollywood movies. This large, modern restaurant does a 
particularly good trade in business lunches and has plenty of 
sectioned off space for private parties. Its food and spices 
are all freshly prepared and the family-owned establishment 
takes personal pride in their menu and service... always a 
nice touch. Q Mon-Sat 12:00 - 15:00, 17:30 - 23:30. Sun 
17:30 - 22:30. £££. JS

Indie Spice F-2, 159 Stranmillis Rd, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9066 8100, www.indiespicecafe.com. Indian cuisine 
doesn‘t get much funkier than this. The decor is bursting with 

• Special 3 course Set Lunch:
£6.95 (daily 12-4pm)

• Traditional Dim Sum
• Take away available
• Modern atmosphere
• Private function room with karaoke
• Corporate or Function reception

www.leegardenbelfast.com
info@leegardenbelfast.com

Opening Hours 12 noon - Midnight

14-18 Botanic Avenue
Belfast BT7 IJQ 

Telephone: 028 9027 8882

LEE GARDEN
FULLY LICENSED

CHINESE RESTAURANT

Lee Garden HP V02.qxp  8/7/09  16:16  Page 1
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oranges, limes and purples and the metal staircase and cool 
seating complement the contemporary vibe. Crayfish Biryani 
and Murgh Makhanwala - chicken in butter with spices and 
cream - are too tempting to resist. Q Mon-Fri 12:00 - 14:30, 
17:30 - 23:30. Sat 12:00 - 23:30. Sun 12:30 - 22:30. ££. S

International
Aldens F-4, 229 Upper Newtownards Rd, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9065 0079, www.aldensrestaurant.com. The 
award-festooned entrance indicates the success this East 
Belfast restaurant has achieved since opening in 1998. 
Though not centrally located, its just a 10min car trip from 
the city centre and a 2008 revamp saw it open for afternoon 
scones and the like on weekdays. Seafood and game are 
specialities. QOpen 10:00 - 22:00, Fri, Sat 10:00 - 23:00, 
Sun 12:00 - 16.30. £££.

Beatrice Kennedy B-4, 44 University Rd, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9020 2290, www.beatricekennedy.co.uk. Amid 
the brash glitz of the city‘s more familiar restaurants sits this 
intimate brasserie filled with dusky candlelight, muted tones 
and a devoted clientele. Popular with the pre-theatre crowd and 
romantic couples, its relaxed, homely vibe will never go out of 
fashion. Game and fish dishes are the chef‘s speciality - try 
the pan-fried Donegal salmon with mussels and fennel. Q 
Tues-Sat 17:00 - 22:30. Sun 12:30 - 14:30, 17:00 - 20:00. 
Mon closed. £££.

Bourbon B-3, 60 Gt. Victoria St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9033 
2121, www.bourbonrestaurant.com. This extravagant 
colonial-style bar/restaurant is regularly packed to the rafters 
with pre-theatre patrons and celebratory crowds. Its lavish 
interior is resplendent with glittering chandeliers, palm fronds, 
Grecian pillars and bronze statues. The rich palette of verdigris, 

creams, burgundys and golds ensure the eye is kept well fed, 
and the Cajun and Polynesian-influenced food reflects the res-
taurant‘s eclectic feel. Q Mon-Fri 12:00 - 15:00, 17:00 - 01:00. 
Sat 17:00 -01:00. Sun 17:00 - 22:00. £££. J

Cayenne B-3, 7 Ascot House, Shaftesbury Sq, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9033 1532, www.cayenne-restaurant.co.uk. The 
city‘s original Michelin-starred restuarant is owned and run by 
whippet-thin TV chef Paul Rankin. Its Asian-influenced menu 
is always innovative and rarely disappoints. The dark wood 
interior is lit in amber and the pale walls are etched with culi-
nary prose. Although the haunt of Belfast‘s self-styled gastro 
luvvies, don‘t let its potential air of intimidation put you off... 
the award-winning food is surprisingly affordable. Q Thurs, 
Fri 12:00 - 14:15, Mon-Sat 18:00 - late, Sun 17:00 - late. 
££££. J

Coco C-2, 7-11 Linenhall St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9031 1150, 
www.cocobelfast.com. The former Roscoffs restaurant has 
been transformed into this elegant, yet unstuffy eaterie attract-
ing the city‘s stylish set and tourists in need of top nosh. The 
small bar area - with eclectic decor and cool night-time vibe 
- opens up onto a larger dining space. Eye-catchingly contempo-
rary art lines the walls (and can be bought), and a feature wall 
reflects the opulence with its leaf-embossed burnished gold 
wallpaper. Organic and locally sourced produce is served with 
equally stylish aplomb - and the seasonal selection ensures an 
ever-changing menu. Q Mon-Fri 12:00 - 15:00, 18:00 - late. 
Sat 18:00 - late. Sun 12:00 - 16:00. £££££. J

Deanes B-2, 36 Howard St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9033 1134, 
www.michaeldeane.co.uk. Proprietor/chef Michael Deane 
shook up the local dining scene, and gave Paul Rankin a run 
for his money, when he introduced NI‘s second (and currently 
only) Michelin star restaurant. Since then, Deane has spawned 

a culinary empire but this original restaurant remains his fin-
est work. Bare lightbulbs dangle contemporary-art style from  
the ceiling as cool diners enjoy the minimalist ambience and 
expected fine dining a la Deane. The attention-to-detail dishes 
featuring locally sourced produce are exquisitely prepared... and 
so they should be at these prices! Jealous? Us? Q Tues-Sat 
12:00 - 14:30, 18:00 - 21:30. Closed Sun, Mon. ££££. J

Ginger Bistro B-3, 7-8 Hope St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9024 
4421, www.gingerbistro.com. Locally-sourced food is 
served with an imaginative twist and meticulous attention to 
detail at this casually chic bistro where redhead chef Simon 
McCance‘s ever-changing menu and meet-the-crowd con-
geniality makes for a refreshingly unstuffy atmosphere. Q 
Mon 17:00 - 21:00. Tues-Thur 12:00-15:00, 17:00 - 21:30. Fri 
12:00-15:00, 17:00 - 22:00. Sat 12:00-15:00, 17:00 - 22:00. 
Closed Sun. ££. J

Hill Street Brasserie C-1, 38 Hill St, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9058 6868, www.hillstbrasserie.com. Up Belfast‘s cute 
cobbled Hill Street sits this stylish, yet informal, restaurant with 
an inventive selection of fusion cuisine. We‘re talking Roasted 
Rump Lamb with Morrocan Braised Fennel or Roast Breast of 
Duck with Blueberry Compote. And the desserts are equally al-
luring - with Raspberry Ruffle Tart and Jamaican Ginger Pudding 
particularly tickling our fancy. The Lunch and Early Bird specials 
make this an affordable dining experience in the extremely chic 
Cathedral Quarter. Q Mon 12:00 - 14:30. Tues-Sat 12:00 - 
14:30, 17:00-late. Sun 17:00-late. ££. J

James Street South C-2, 21 James St. South, tel. 
(+44) (0)28 9043 4310, www.jamesstreetsouth.co.uk. 
In recent years, this sophisticated restaurant has quickly 
established a loyal fan base as epicureans seek out the city‘s 
great plates. The 19th century converted warehouse façade 
belies a strikingly clean and airy white interior broken up by a 
fine selection of contemporary Irish art. The big round tables 
and intimate bar are conducive to girly nights, corporate bashes 
and special occasions. Indulge in an international menu offer-
ing the finest selection of food locals have come to demand 
at this level. Q Mon-Sat 12:00 - 14.45, 17:45 - 22:45. Sun 
17:30 - 21:00. ££££. J

Molly‘s Yard C-4, 1 College Green Mews, Botanic Ave, 
tel. (+44) (0)28 9032 2600. Inside this quaint Queen‘s 
Quarter eaterie is a laid-back downstairs bistro and rustically 
elegant upstairs restaurant. Local produce such as beef, sea 
bream and venison feature in the Irish-flavoured menu. And, as 
befits ownership by the good people behind Hilden Brewery, 
this former stables also houses Belfast‘s first micro brewery. 
Molly‘s Chocolate Stout and Belfast Blonde are among the 
inventively-named, and pleasing to the palette, tipples. The 
restaurant‘s bijouness and enduring popularity demand pre-
booking to ensure a pew. QOpen 12:00 - 21:30. Closed 
Sun. ££££.

Nick‘s Warehouse C-1, 35 Hill St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9043 
9690, www.nickswarehouse.co.uk. Proprietor Nick Price‘s 
pioneering spirit transformed this former Bushmills whiskey 
warehouse into a top class restaurant way back in 1989 - at 
a time when the city‘s dining options were somewhat limited. 
Downstairs the red-brick wine bar and informal Anix still packs 
in the punters as does the more formal, intimate upstairs 
restaurant. The menu offers local and international cuisine 
and prides itself in its range of locally-sourced foods. Service 
is friendly and meticulous. Q Tues-Sat 12:00 - 15:00, 18:00 
- 22:00. Closed Mon, Sun. ££££. J

No. 27 Talbot Street C-1, 27 Talbot St, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9031 2884, www.no27.co.uk. Located along the side of St. 

Anne‘s Cathedral, and down one of Belfast‘s oldest streets. 
The exterior may boast historic red brick but, once inside, it‘s 
a different story. Dazzling white open-plan dining is broken up 
with splashes of modern art while multi-hued lighting changes 
gradually as you enjoy your meal. Speaking of which, seafood, 
steaks, pasta, chicken and duck are all on offer, accompanied 
by a complementary array of classic and inventive sides. A 
minimalist space to tempt the cool set... perfect for the ever-
more gentrified Cathedral Quarter. QOpen 12:00 - 22:00, Mon 
12:00 - 18:00, Sat 18:00 - 22:00. Closed Sun. ££££. J

Porterhouse off A-5, 245 Lisburn Rd, M9, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9038 2211, www.porterhousebelfast.co.uk. Car-
nivores can sink their teeth into big, succulent steaks at the 
city‘s latest restaurant that prides itself on serving the best 
cuts in town. The owner is a butcher who chooses the highest 
grade beef from locally reared steers. And don‘t worry if you‘ve 
got a vegetarian in your company, there‘s also a veggie menu, 
as well as chicken and seafood dishes and an exquisite wine 
list. Oh, and don‘t forget to check out the uber-sexy website 
- what is that woman doing..? QOpen 17:00 - 22:00, Sun 
13:00 - 21:00. £££.

Shu A-5, 253 Lisburn Rd, tel. (+44) (0)28 9038 1655, 
www.shu-restaurant.com. One of the most upmarket 
restaurants in town and a sure indication that the city‘s dining 
out scene has matured with age. The impeccably attired wait-
ing staff, exquisitely prepared fusion food and contemporary 
interior attract a discerning clientele. Upstairs there‘s a private 
dining room for small groups, while downstairs the Shu Bar stirs 
up a cocktail of retro funk beats and bistro eats... perfect for 
late night divas dripping with sophistication. QOpen . Closed 
Sun. Mon-Thu & Sat 12:00 - 14:30, 18:00 - 22:00. Fri 17:30 - 
21:30. Shu Bar Fri & Sat 19:00 - 01:00. Closed Sun. ££££.
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Italian
Speranza2 B-3, 16 Shaftesbury Ave, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9023 0213, www.speranza2.com. Join the hordes suck-
ing strings of spaghetti to the strains of ‚Happy Birthday‘ in 
this family-friendly grande-Italian restaurant. With seating for 
up to 250, it‘s the biggest - and one of the oldest - food fests 
in town. The high-rise glass and wood exterior puts diners on 
display as they tuck into feasts of pizzas, salads and meat 
dishes. Children get their own menu and Hen parties get to 
nip the waiters‘ bums. Magnifico! QOpen 17:00 - 23:30, Sun 
15:00 - 22:00. £££. J

Seafood
Mourne Seafood Bar C-1, 34-36 Bank St, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9024 8544, www.mourneseafood.com. Situated 
beside Kelly‘s Cellars Irish pub, this extremely popular eaterie 
serves locally sourced mussels, oysters, langoustines and 
lots of other delicious marine morsels in a cool and unforced 
atmosphere. Food in cooked traditional style or with a conti-
nental or Asian twist, half dozen oysters and Mourne mussel 
pots make particularly appealing snacks. The gamut of gastro 
creations ranges from beer battered fish and chips to whole 
hot buttered lobster, with everything from locally-brewed ale 
to bottles of bubbly complementing the cuisine. There‘s even 
a cute fish shop at the front (open Tues-Sat 10:00-17:30) for 
take-home treats. And, if fish ain‘t your thing, the restaurant 
also offers prime rib eye steak and veggie options.One of the 
city‘s finest restaurants. Q Mon 12:00 - 17:00. Tues-Thur 
12:00 - 21:30. Fri-Sat 12:00 - 16:00, 17:00 - 22:30. Sun 
13:00-18:00 ££££. J

Tedfords D-1, 5 Donegall Quay, tel. (+44) (0)28 9043 
4000, www.tedfordsrestaurant.com. This former ships 
chandlers has changed its exterior from landmark blue to 
pale taupe and added steak to its acclaimed seafood menu. 
Inside, the mariner theme may have given way to a more 
contemporary dining experience, but the food is of the same 
exceptional standard, and the second floor is designed to 
reflect the decor of a luxury liner (albeit a small one). Inventive 
fish dishes such as curry roast monkfish and grilled sea bass 
with crab and chive mash share the bill with Irish Angus beef 
and other meaty delights. Still a Belfast institution, despite the 
repaint. Q Wed, Thur, Fri 12:00 - 14:30, 17:00-late. Tues, Sat 
17:00-late. Closed Sun. ££££. J

Spanish & Latin America
2Taps C-1, Cotton Court, 30 Waring St, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9031 1414, www.2tapswinebar.com. Find this Spanish 
dining experience in the oh-so-trendy Cathedral Quarter op-
posite the Merchant Hotel. Outdoor seating and eating oozes 
continental sophistication, so order several tapas dishes to 
share over a bottle of Rioja and dream of those balmy Benidorm 
nights. QOpen 12:00 - late. Closed Mon. £££. J

La Boca C-2, 6 Fountain St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9032 3087, 
www.labocabelfast.com. Vivid tones and cool canvases 
dominate this dining space recalling the bohemian dockside 
district of Buenos Aires. Argentinean-born owner Pedro Donald 
has paid homage to his spiritual homeland with a Spanish-
infused bistro selection of food and drink - most notably the 
authentic tapas, juicy steaks and Argentinean wines. Coffees 
and chocolate brownies will soothe snack pangs and art lovers 
will relish the ever-changing exhibition of local work. If you‘re 
looking for a cool city centre dining experience, you can‘t get 
much better than this. Free wifi. QOpen 10:30 - 19:00, Wed, 
Thu 10:30 - 21:00, Fri, Sat 10:30 - 22:00. Closed Mon, Sun. 
££-£££. JW

Cafés & Bistros
Barking Dog B-5, 35 Malone Rd, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9066 1885, www.barkingdogbelfast.com. Quirky canine 
canvases, posh peasant-rustic and clashing crockery straight 
from granny‘s house set the interior tone of this charmingly 
cool restaurant. The a la carte offerings feature beautifully 
prepared and presented dishes such as roasted rump of lamb 
with dauphinoise potatoes and char-grilled chicken with chorizo 
and white bean salad. If you fancy something authentically 
Irish, shove your fork into the Guinness and mustard mash. 
The bar menu is equally inviting, with a pint of prawns or crispy 
bites of pork belly going down well with the Erdinger. Look for 
the eye-catching black and red terrace near Botanic Inn, and 
you‘ve arrived. QOpen 12:00 - 22:00, Fri 12:00 - 23:00, Sat 
11:00 - 23:00, Sun 11:00 - 16:00.. £££. T

Brights C-1, 23-25 High St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9044 5688, 
www.brightsrestaurantbelfast.com. Award-winning Ulster 
fries and sizzling fajitas sum up the extent of this spacious 
eatery‘s hugely popular menu. Locals have always loved it, 
and now tourists are joining them to sample plump, juicy and 
locally-sourced sausages that share plate space with regional 
classics such as soda and potato bread. Other indigenous fare 
includes Beef and Guinness Pie, Dublin Coddle and Colcannon 
- each served with a handy guide to their Irish origins. Frothy 
lattes and decadent desserts keep shoppers and suits happy 
too and the large H&W Belfast pics will leave you refreshed and 
ready for further city exploration. QOpen 09:00 - 17:30, Thu 
09:00 - 20:00, Sat 09:00 - 18:00. Closed Sun. Also at 23-25 
Castle St and Antrim Rd (take-away). ££. J GC

Café Conor B-5, 11a Stranmillis Rd, tel. (+44) (0)28 9066 
3266, www.cafeconor.com. Once the studio of local painter 
William Conor, this modern bistro café is a great place to relax 
after exploring the nearby Botanic Gardens and Ulster Museum 
(re-opens Oct 2009). The artistic theme continues with can-
vases displayed throughout its lofty skylighted interior. There‘s 
a great selection of gourmet grub and the convivial atmosphere 
ensures a steady stream of stylish regulars. One of the most 
appealing restaurants in town. QOpen 09:00 - Late. Breakfast 
served Mon-Fri 9:00 - 12:00. Sat-Sun 9:00 - 15:00. ££. T

Café Renoir B-4, 93 Botanic Ave, tel. (+44) (0)28 9031 
1300, www.caferenoir.net/about.html. This family-run 
cafe/restaurant is a three-pronged attack on the tastebuds. 
Every evening, Pizza Renoir dishes up the Italian classics with 
an incredible array of exotic and traditional toppings. To its 
left, cosmopolitan types shoot the breeze over a creamy 
cappuccino and devilishly decadent home-baked cake. And 
upstairs, friends and lovers work their way through an eclectic 
international menu washed down with a hoppy German beer. 
One of the friendliest, most laid-back cafes in town... and with 
some of the best food too. QOpen 08:00 - 22:30, Sun 09:00 
- 22:30. Also at (B-2) 5 Queen St, tel (+44) (0)28 9032 5592, 
open Mon-Sat 09:00 - 17:00. Thur 09:00 - 19:30. £.

Campbells C-2, 11-14 Arthur St. Skip on past Starbucks 
and experience an authentic taste of real Belfast at this long-
established (we‘re talking 80 years) cafe/bakery. Soups, stews, 
sandwiches, salads and sausage rolls shore up the regular 
clientele eager for some
honest-to-goodness home cooking. Not only is it totally un-
pretentious, but its excellent value and unbeatable city centre 
location ensure this coffee house a place in local folklore. 
QOpen 07:00 - 17:00, Sun 13:00 - 17:00. £. J

Common Grounds C-4, 12-24 University Ave, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9032 6589, www.commongrounds.co.uk. This 
non-profit cafe aims to unite the world, one frappuccino at a 

time. Yep, this is one place where the coffee is cheap(ish) and 
the love is free. OK, so maybe there‘s no free love allowed on 
the premises, but if you‘re after a splendid cup of coffee and a 
knock-out sarnie in cool, exposed brick and stylishly shabby 
surroundings (it‘s located within a church in the heart of the 
University area), give it a go. You‘ll most probably never enter 
another Starbucks as long as you live. QOpen 08:00 - 22:00, 
Sat 10:00 - 18:30. Closed Sun. £. S

Deanes Deli C-3, 44 Bedford St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9024 
8800, www.michaeldeane.co.uk. Owned by Michael Deane, 
one of NI‘s top restaurateurs, this New York-style deli offers a 
chance to sample the Deane experience at a more affordable 
price. Eavesdrop on media types (the BBC is just around the 
corner) or make a beeline to the next door shop stuffed with 
all manner of fancy grub-to-go and Deane‘s branded goodies. 
The sit-in menu reads like a hymn to all things glorious about 
good, fresh food. Seafood, salads, sausages, steak... it‘s all 
here and looking as fabulous as the sparkly clientelle. Q Mon-
Tues 12:00 - 15:00, 17:00 - 21:00. Wed-Sat 12:00 - 15:00, 
17:00 - 22:00. Closed Sun. ££. J

Delaneys C-1, 19 Lombard St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9023 
1572. Safari lodge meets old Hollywood in this bizarre, yet 
hugely popular, self-service diner. Popping into this local legend 
for a small snack is almost impossible once you see and smell 
the array and aroma of traditional food. Only those with a will of 
steel can resist their classic desserts, and you can accompany 
your meal with a wine or beer. If you‘re dropping by for lunch, be 
prepared to queue. QOpen 09:00 - 17:00, Thu 09:00 - 21:00, 
Sun 12:00 - 17:00. £. J

Grapevine C-1, 5 Pottinger‘s Entry. Very easy to miss, but 
worth seeking out down a historic little alley, this small cafe 
serves great value wholesome and homemade food that‘s a bit 
more adventurous than the norm at this price range. We‘re talk-
ing gumbo, beef stew with rosemary and seafood chowder, as 
well as the usual office worker faves of salads and sandwiches. 
They say ‚food with soul‘ and we‘re inclined to agree. QOpen 
08:00 - 17:00, Sat 09:00 - 17:00. Closed Sun. £. J

Made In Belfast B-2, Wellington St, www.madein-
belfastni.com. Industrial warehouse collides stylishly with 
thrown-together chic at this urban diner. Miss-matched 
furniture, lampshades and mirrors populate its double height 
expanse and scuffed floorboards hark back to the building‘s 
fashion emporium past. The menu is as nostalgic as the 
decor, with retro fish finger sandwiches, coronation chicken 
salad and toffee flavour pokes (that‘s an ice cream cone to 
you) all for the asking. Ingredients are locally sourced where 
possible and ocassionally organic too. Definitely the new 
place to chill out in the city centre. Find it off Donegall Square 
West. QOpen 08:00 - 22:30, Fri, Sat 08:00 - 02:00, Sun 
10:00 - 17:00. £££. J

Muriel‘s Cafe Bar C-1, 12-14 Church Lane, off High 
St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9033 2445. Nestled between High 
St‘s In Shops and St. George‘s Church is this glorious little 
retreat named after its former resident milliner and sometime 
‚angel of the footpath‘. Damask drapes, velvet seating and 
dark walls are illuminated with mirrors, chandeliers and an 
open fire. Downstairs, a display of hat paraphenalia reflects 
Muriel‘s less lascivious past. The food ranges from a great 
breakfast selection (croque monsieur, eggs benedict, oak 
smoked salmon...) to all-day meat, cheese and seafood plat-
ters. Come the weekend, DJs play suitably eclectic background 
music for the stylish clientelle. QOpen 08:30 - 01:00, Sun 
10:00 - 24:00. £££. J

“LOCATED IN THE CITY CENTRE OF
BELFAST BRIGHTS IS ONE OF THOSE
RESTAURANTS THAT YOU CAN NOT
AFFORD TO MISS. UNIQUE FOR A WARM
WELCOME, GREAT HOSPITALITY AND
FRIENDLY STAFF.

Belfast is famous for having a selection of restaurants
which satisfy every taste and BRIGHTS is known for its
varied menu of dishes made with local ingredients. Our
skilled chefs can be seen at work in the open-plan kitchen
where the freshest ingredients are cooked to ensure every
meal is perfect.

FOR A PERFECT TASTY MEAL WITH A TWIST OF 
LOCAL IRISH CUISINE CALL INTO BRIGHTS

BRIGHTS RESTAURANT WAS THE PROUD
RECIPIENT OF THE OBSERVER FOOD AWARD
FOR BEST ULSTER FRY IN BELFAST 2008

Everything Northern Irish is encapsulated in the good ole Ulster Fry.
Once a customary cooked breakfast it has grown with distinction
over the decades and become a steadfast addition to many of our
cities and towns menus - hence the term ‘the all day breakfast’. 
It is arguably the single one dish that is easily associated
withNorthern Ireland. It is a hearty fare consisting of traditional Irish
soda & potato breads, sausage, bacon, tomatoes, mushroomsand
black pudding. The Ulster Fry is most definitely not for thr nimble
minded and any attempt to render its calorific characteristic is
destined to failure. The self indulgent side of Ulster.

41-43 Castle Street, Belfast.
Northern Ireland.

T: 028 9011 1111  

23-25 High Street, Belfast.
Northern Ireland.

T: 028 9011 1111

With two restaurants
serving tasty breakfasts, daily
specials, vegetarian dishes and
quality steaks we are only a short walk from
wherever you find yourself in Belfast’s buzzing centre. Our
famous battered cod accompanied by homemade chips and
mushy peas are always popular and our exceptional kiddies
menu will ensure that the whole family leaves happy.

The menu has a wide variety of dishes but our delicious
Irish Classics make BRIGHTS a very special place to dine."

accepted here
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Olive Tree Company F-3, 353 Ormeau Rd, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9064 8898. Just a mile or so south of the city centre 
sits this delightful little deli with an equally charming upstairs 
cafe. Warm salads, soups, risottos and other delicious Med-
inspired morsels feature on the menu, while authentic tapas, 
including vine leaves, tapenade and tuna stuffed peppers, en-
hance the gourmet milieu. An all day patisserie serves delicious 
desserts alongside a good selection of coffees. And, if you like 
what you eat, you can grab some take-away treats from the 
street-level shop or, on Fri and Sat, at its stall in St. George‘s 
Market. QOpen 08:30 - 17:30. Closed Sun. ££. S

Oscars Champagne Café C-2, 11 Chichester St, tel. 
(+44) (0)28 9043 9400. Legal eagles, bank officials and 
bling-bling shoppers enjoy the unique sandwich and cham-
pers vibe of this downtown café/bar. Salmon, steak and the 
celebrated ‚all day breakfast‘ go down almost as well as the 
ubiquitous bubbly, while temperant types can quash hunger 
pangs with frothy coffee and dreamy desserts. QOpen 07:30 
- 17:00, Thu 07:30 - 19:00. Closed Sun. £££. J

Printers Cafe Bar C-1, 33 Lower Donegall St, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9031 3406, www.daniellemcq.com. This stylish little 
bistro shares a side-street with the Duke of York bar and, like its 
neighbour, attracts journos, arty types and hungry business-
folk. The small, yet impressively global, weekend evening menu 
is as aspirational as the clientelle. A real Cathedral Quarter find. 
Q Mon-Thur 12:00 - 15:00. Fri 12:00 - 15:00, 17:30 - 21:30. 
Sat 18:00-late. Closed Sun. £££. JS

Spires Restaurant & Coffee Shop B-2, Spires Mall, 
Great Victoria St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9031 2881. At the heart 
of Spires Mall sits this open-plan cafe with a great self-service 
selection of salads, paninis and hot dishes - including the all 
important cooked breakfast - to shore up hungry shoppers. 

Street. Leather sofas, lucious lattes and the usual assortment 
of paninis, sandwiches and sweets serve a busy lunchtime 
clientelle. If it‘s warm and dry, head upstairs and outside for 
a rooftop Fountain Centre perch. You‘d almost think you were 
somewhere... QOpen 07:00 - 19:00, Sat 08:00 - 19:00, Sun 
09:00 - 18:00. Also at (C-2) House of Fraser in Victoria Square 
and (C-2) 48-50 Ann St £. JSW

Chocolate Room F-2, 336 Lisburn Rd, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9066 2110, www.thechocolateroom.com. Speciality 
chocs, gift packages and a cute hot chocolate bar make this 
dinky South Belfast spot - on the swanky Lisburn Road - a 
chocoholic‘s heaven. Go on, spoil yourself after all that shop-
ping. QOpen 09:30 - 17:00. Closed Sun. £. S

Clements C-4, 66 Botanic Ave, tel. (+44) (0)28 9033 
1827. One of the city‘s best coffee chains, locally-owned Cle-
ments boasts several locations across the city and a rather hip, 
young clientele, epseically in its Botanic Ave location. A range 
of top-notch coffees are prepared by award-winning baristas 
and the yummy sweets and scones make divine accompani-
ments. Squishy sofas and a selection of newspapers provide 
the perfect place for languid contemplation. QOpen 07:30 - 
23:00, Sat 08:00 - 23:00, Sun 10:00 - 23:00. Also at (C-2), 4 
Donegall Sq. West; (C-2), Castle St; 342 Lisburn Rd; (C-1), 37 
Rosemary St; (C-1), 131 Royal Ave. £. JS

Original Roast Coffee Company F-2, 407 Lisburn Rd, 
tel. (+44) (0)28 9066 6038. This ever-popular Lisburn 
Road cafe is reknowned for its super-sweet New York des-
serts and fantastic coffees served up by barista-trained staff. 
Sandwiches, salads and other healthy options complete the 
great array of eats and there‘s a suitably retro feel with greens, 
oranges and browns dominating the sofa-strewn space where 
local artists‘ work is also on display and available to buy. 
Break up your Lisburn Road shopping expedition and join the 
eclectic band of caffeine junkies, young mums (there‘s lots of 
pram space) and - with free wifi as an added bonus - busy 
businessfolk at this laid-back joint. QOpen 07:30 - 23:30, 
Sat, Sun 08:30 - 23:30. ££. SW

Smyth & Gibson C-2, Bedford House, Bedford St, tel. 
(+44) (0)28 9023 0388, www.smythandgibson.com. 
Upstairs in this bespoke gentleman‘s shirtmakers is a cute little 
coffee shop serving a small yet salient selection of hot brews 
and sweet snacks. A great place to flick through FHM or Harpers 
& Queens before continuing your shopping onslaught. QOpen 
07:30 - 17:30, Sat 10:00 - 17:30. Closed Sun. £. J

World Peace Cafe C-3, 40d Donegall Pass, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9023 8090, www.meditationinbelfast.org. A small 
space with ambitious ethics, this friendly wee vegetarian 
spot within the Potala Buddhist Centre sells teas, coffees, 
sandwiches, paninis and a selection of home-made cakes. All 
profits go to the International World Peace Temples project - a 
registered charity promoting that most elusive of goals, global 
peace. Chat with Gen Drolkar, the Centre‘s Irish-born Buddhist 
nun, or leaf through the selection of inspirational literature 
as you sip your tea and contemplate a better world. QOpen 
10:30 - 14:30. Closed Sat, Sun. £.

Yummy Sandwiches B-2, Spires Mall, Upper Queen 
St. entrance, tel. (+44) (0)28 9031 2881, www.yum-
mysandwiches.co.uk. This bijou food kiosk offers a bit more 
than the average city centre sandwich bar. Burgers, hot dogs, 
homemade soup, toasties and daily specials sit alongside 
salads, snacks and those all-important sandwiches. There‘s 
a couple of stools and tables on which to perch as you eat 
before you hit the shops inside the stylish Spires Mall. QOpen 
08:30 - 14:30. Closed Sat, Sun. £. JSW

Tea, coffee and traybakes (flatish cakey treats) keep the 
munchies at bay, and the soothing blues music prepares you for 
further retail fun. News junkies can keep an eye on the plasma 
TV or choice of daily reads. A real treat in the heart of the city. 
QOpen 08:30 - 17:30. Closed Sun. ££. J

Swantons Gourmet Foods off A-5, 639 Lisburn Rd, tel. 
(+44) (0)28 9068 3388, www.swantons.com. Located 
on the sophisticated Lisburn Road, this wonderful fine food 
emporium serves gourmet-class breakfasts and lunches in its 
intimate black and red cafe space. And, not only can you dine in 
style, but Swantons also doubles as a deli selling global foods, 
gourmet gifts and bespoke hampers. Efficient staff know their 
stuff so don‘t be afraid to ask if you have a particular delicacy in 
mind. Pop in for a coffee and sandwich or, if you‘re feeling deca-
dent, organic ciabatta filled with artisan cheeses, home-made 
hummus or smoked salmon. Magnificent muffins, mini brownies 
and luxurious lemon tarts round off your gourmet hit. The perfect 
place for a post-retail pick-me-up or leisurely lunch that borders 
on the divine. QOpen 09:00 - 17:00. Closed Sun. ££. S

Totally Mojo G-2, 52 Upper Newtownards Rd. Laid back 
locals and office workers in search of a new lunch stop love 
this funky East Belfast cafe. Bold floral print wallpaper, leather 
seating and citrus tones exude a 70s-chic ambience and the 
upstairs art gallery‘s Belfast and NI-themed photos and paint-
ings are all available for sale. The menu oozes delicious hot and 
cold treats including 20 choices of fillings for your wrap, bagel, 
panini or pitta pocket. Yummy coffees with home-baked scones 
and other indulgent desserts - as well as free wifi - will have you 
lingering a little longer than planned. QOpen 08:00 - 20:00, 
Sat 08:00 - 22:00, Sun 10:00 - 15:00. ££. W

Urban Soul C-2, 23 May St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9032 5554, 
www.maystreetchurch.co.uk. Located in the basement of 
May Street Church, this unique spiritual oasis is a world away from 
the city‘s insistent noise and buzz. There‘s nowhere else like it 
in Belfast - a cafe/alcohol-free nightclub that practises Christian 
ideology with freedom of expression and creativity at the forefront 
of its ethos. QOpen 10:00 - 14:30. Closed Sat, Sun. £. JE

Coffee & Snacks
Arizona Espresso Co. C-2, 19-21 Chichester St, tel. 
(+44) (0)28 9023 0600. Until recently, Belfast‘s buoyant 
independent coffee scene has benefitted from the lack of 
multi-nationals. However, the cream rises to the top and, with 
two branches in pedestrian-heavy thoroughfares, this locally-
owned chain continues to attract its share of the lucrative 
mocha market. All the food is freshly prepared on site, with 
paninis, bagels, salads and croissants setting the continental 
scene along with the extensive hot and iced coffee selection. 
Italian sweets, dreamy milkshakes and comfy seats making 
Arizona a pleasurable pit stop. QOpen 08:00 - 17:30, Sat 
09:00 - 17:30. Closed Sun. Also at 406 Lisburn Rd, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9066 2223. £. JSW

Bookfinders B-4, 47 University Rd, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9032 8269. Grab a dusty novel and join the intelligentsia plot-
ting the next socialist revolution at the back of this shabby-chic 
second-hand bookshop. No table or chair is alike, but that just 
adds to its no-frills charm. Hot drinks, filled pitta pockets and 
home-made traybakes go down a storm with the bookworms. 
An absolute must for hungry hippies and soul-searching 
scribes. QOpen 10:00 - 17:30. Closed Sun. £. J

Caffè Nero C-2, Unit A1, Fountain Centre, College St, tel. 
(+44) (0)28 9024 8282, www.caffenero.com. Blue and 
black signs for this cafe chain are springing up all over town, 
but our favourite location is this two-storey space on Fountain 
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Whether you’re after a quiet pint in a traditional pub, giggles 
over girlie cocktails or a hedonistic night of hardcore 
dance, Belfast’s nightlife scene has the lot. Club entry 
can range from free to around £10 depending on day and 
time. The Cathedral Quarter, Golden Mile (Botanic Ave 
and Bradbury Place) and Queen’s University are the main 
social hubs. 

Bars
Eglantine B-5, 32 Malone Rd, M8, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9038 1944, www.egbar.co.uk. Known by all as ‘The Eg’, 
this bar/nightclub is slicker than the average student haunt. 
Rows of wine bottles back-lit in red are displayed behind the 
bar to stylish effect. Cosy leather sofas, dark wood tables 
and chairs and plasma TVs provide armchair sports fans 
with ample viewing opportunities. Closing time can descend 
into a drunken taxi grab as hordes of lads and over-emotional 
girlfriends loiter outside. Be ye warned... Q K 

McCracken’s Cafe Bar C-1/2, 4 Joy’s Entry, off 
High St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9032 6711, www.mccrack-
enscafebar.co.uk. Formerly O’Neills, this modernised 
bar is very easy to miss tucked, as it is, down one of the 
city’s famously narrow alleyways. Joy’s Entry, and the 
bar i tself, was named after Mary Ann McCracken, the 
sister of United Irishman Henry Joy McCracken, who was 
tried and hanged in Cornmarket in July 1798. The bar’s 
front step proclaims ‘fine dining and downtown drinking’. 
Inside, i ts dark wood snugs and bar get busy when the DJ 
releases an R&B vibe at Saturday’s Club ON. Q Closed 
Sun JEK

Robinsons B-2, 38 Gt. Victoria St, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9024 7447, www.robinsonsbar.co.uk. This colossal 
complex of five bars spread over three floors features Fibber 
Magee’s - an Irish back bar with regular folk music sessions, 
BT1 - a stylish basement bar with unisex toilets, Bistro 
Lounge and Roxy nightclub on the first floor and the main 
Robinsons bar at street level. The big Victorian building’s 
diverse decor is designed to appeal to all ages and nightlife 
tastes. And with the Grand Opera House right across the 
road, it’s very handy for a pre-theatre nosh-up. Big, as they 
say, is beautiful JEK

Rockies D-1, Odyssey Pavilion, 2 Queen’s Quay, tel. 
(+44) (0)28 9046 7020, www.rockiessportsbar.com. 
From Wayne Gretzky to Wayne McCullough... local and North 
American sports stars’ memorabilia adorns every spare 
space of this shrine-like sports bar. Canadian owner, and for-
mer ice hockey professional, Jim Graves has left no puck, ball 
or jersey unturned in his quest to represent sporting legends 
from his native country, the USA and NI. And his dedication 
to the search has unearthed quite a few Irish emigrants who 

Licensing hours are Mon-Sat 11:30 - 23:00 and Sun 
12:30 - 22:00. Bars and clubs with a late license can 
play music and serve food and drink until 01:00 - and 
stay open even later. Yello at Mynt and Event at the 
Kremlin are the city’s two main early hours club nights 
(see Gay Belfast). A 30min drinking up time applies to 
all the above - but only at the manager’s discretion. So 
listen up, drink sensibly and - if you’re not based within 
walking distance - try and have your lift there and back 
organised in advance. Finding a taxi at closing time can 
be the lead lining on an otherwise good night out.

Opening Hours became big players across the pond... providing Rockies with 
a fascinating Wall of Fame devoted to our forgotten heroes. 
Fans of the Belfast Giants and visiting teams should head to 
the bar pre- and post-match to shoot the breeze. A pool table 
and plasma screens enhance the sports theme.

Contemporary bars
AM:PM C-2, 38 Upper Arthur St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9024 
9009, www.ampmbelfast.com. Tucked down a city centre 
side-street is this bijou bar that makes up with champagne 
what it lacks in size. Gilt-edged mirrors break up dark painted 
walls, and a large fish tank vies for space with the resident DJ. 
Meanwhile if you’re prone to claustrophobia but like the de-
signer vibe, head south to its bigger Botanic Avenue brother 
with three floors of dining space evoking a similar style. DJs 
and jazz musicians treat weekenders to laid-back tracks. 
Dress to impress and enjoy the moment. Q  JEK

Apartment C-2, 2 Donegall Square West, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9050 9777, www.apartmentbelfast.com. A familiar 
haunt for trendy young things searching for future bedmates 
through the haze of bison grass vodkas and other assorted 
potions. The views across the City Hall are spectacular - day 
or night - and the Asian and trad-modern food is superb value. 
The Ground Floor Apartment pavement-level space delivers a 
sleek menu dedicated to freshly blended coffees and designer 
beers. Delish. Q JK

Bar Bacca C-2, 43 Franklin St., tel. (+44) (0)28 9023 
0200, www.barbacca.com. Subdued lighting, pot-bellied 
Bhuddas and fusion food lure city slickers in their droves for 
a cheeky apres-work tipple or pre-nightclub cocktail (La Lea’s 
upstairs). Snuggle up in cushioned corners and enjoy a devilish 
Chocolate Martini before the crowds arrive and music rises 
to an ear-splitting volume. Q JK

Café Vaudeville C-2, 25 Arthur St, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9043 9160, www.cafevaudeville.com. A riot of ritzy 
glamour and rich hues, the only things missing from this 
downtown watering hole are a girl on a swing and a bird in a 
gilded cage... but we’re sure they’re working on it. Beneath 
the stained-glass dome of this neoclassical former bank 
building is an upstairs ‘Bolli Bar’ and ground floor flirting zone 
favoured by the ‘second chance at romance’ brigade (you get 
the picture). Cheesy retro tunes sit incongruously with the 
sumptuously ornate, chandelier-strewn wonderland, but the 
glammed up natives seem happy...QJKW

Cutters River Grill & Bar E-2, Lockview Rd, Stranmil-
lis, M8, tel. (+44) (0)28 9080 5100, www.cuttersriver-
grill.com. If the sun slips from behind its cloudy cover, grab 
a bus or taxi and join the throngs of revellers at this great 
riverside bar. Perch on a terrace picnic table and enjoy the 
scenery as rugby boys, rowers and other assorted sporty 
types compare muscles and swill back the beer. The food’s 
not bad too. Refreshing stuff! Q K

Irene and Nans B-2, 12 Brunswick St, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9023 9123, www.ireneandnans.com. Time the bar staff 
with the kitsch 1950s Bakelight and starburst clocks, as 
you jostle for position among the baying hordes. You could 
be waiting a while, as this popular city centre bar can get 
crammed at weekends. The dining area, cocktail list, DJ and 
lounging sofas provide day-to-night diversions for an upbeat 
crowd clinging to their fading youth: and any half-decent 
passer by. Q JK

Morrisons C-3, 21 Bedford St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9032 
0030. Students, young professionals and media luvvies from 

Coffee Yard and Yard Gallery L-3, 102-104 High St, 
Holywood, Co. Down, tel. (+44) (0)28 9042 7210, www.
coffeeyard.com. Holywood‘s beautiful people congregate 
at this great contemporary space to partake of the extensive 
teas, coffees and eats before perusing two floors of fabulous 
art. Prints, photographs and original art are all on display and 
available for sale including Collectors Edition Illustrated prints 
from popular children‘s books such as the Roald Dahl Stories, 
Beatrix Potter, Shirley Hughes, Dick Bruna‘s “Miffy” and Sam 
McBratney‘s “Guess how much I love you“. Check out the 
Gallery‘s on-going mixed exhibition featuring work by highly 
regarded local artists including original coin jewellery from 
innovative artist Ben Allen. QOpen 08:00 - 17:00. Closed 
Sun. ££. LS

Dundonald Old Mill Coffee House & Gift Shop L-3, 
231 Belfast Rd, Dundonald, tel. (+44) (0)28 9048 5030, 
www.dundonaldoldmill.co.uk. Heading east out of Belfast, 
past Stormont and before Newtownards, you‘ll see a sign for 
this unique cafe and gift shop. What makes it so special is 
the large wooden water wheel which, at 32ft in diameter, is 
said to be the largest in Ireland. Originally built in 1752, the Old 
Mill once powered a linen bleaching mill before conversion in 
1850 to a corn mill powered by the wheel you see today. After 
closure in 1920, the mill fell into decline but was restored to its 
former glory in 1987. Today‘s wheel turns with electricity but 
still makes a magnificent first impression before you head into 
the cute gift shop and equally cottage-like upstairs cafe. Grab 
a home-cooked lunch or coffee and scone before purchasing a 
posh pressie or two and heading onwards for a daytrip down 
the picturesque Ards Peninsula... nothing could be quainter. 
QOpen 10:00 - 16:30, Sun 11:00 - 16:30. £. L

Old Moat Inn off H-3, 933 Upper Newtownards Rd, Dun-
donald, tel. (+44) (0)28 9048 0753, www.oldmoatinn.
co.uk. For decades locals have been frequenting this lively 
bar/restaurant with its black and white exterior - marking it 
out as a bit of a landmark on the Belfast to Newtownards 
Road. Upstairs, the spacious and stylish restaurant serves 
hearty meals with a gourmet edge - and at prices that beat 
its downtown rivals. Steak, scampi and seafood goujons fill 
the plates of friends, family groups and couples who relish 
the Old Moat‘s friendly, unforced atmosphere. And if you‘re 
stopping for lunch, why not walk off the calories and climb the 
neighbouring Norman motte from which the Inn gets its name? 
QOpen 12:00 - 21:00, Sun 12:30 - 19:00. £££. L

Out of Town

Fish & Chips
Brights C-1, 23-25 High St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9044 5688, 
www.brightsrestaurantbelfast.com. City centre fish and chip 
fans should make a beeline for this long-established cafe where 
the All Day Cod Supper is a thing of beauty and wonder (though 
not for the cod). Our humble fishy friend comes smoked, battered, 
breaded and in bites, with whiting, haddock and scampi also on 
the seafood menu. And the homemade chips are served as is, or 
smothered in pepper, cheesy, gravy or curry sauces. (See main list-
ing in Cafes & Bistros). QOpen 09:00 - 17:30, Thu 09:00 - 20:00, 
Sat 09:00 - 18:00. Closed Sun. ££. J

Long’s Fish Restaurant B-2, 39 Athol St, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9032 1848. For almost a century, Long’s has been serving 
misers, minions and millionaires its classic chips-with-everything 
fast-food fodder. The wood-panelled walls and formica booths 
provide an authentic chip shop backdrop for folk who like their 
food sans the fancy trimmings, designer vibe or faux-retro decor. 
Honest-to-goodness fried food from the oldest chippy in town. 
As they say in Belfast, you can’t beat it with a big stick. Find it off 
Grosvenor Rd. QOpen 11:45 - 18:30, Sat 12:00 - 18:00. Closed 
Sun. £. JS

Mr. JDs New Titanic Restaurant G-2, 222 Newtownards 
Rd, M3, tel. (+44) (0)28 9045 8383. This honest-to-
goodness chippy, near East Belfast‘s shipyard and Titanic mural, 
has embraced the maritime theme with old photos, newspaper 
cuttings, Titanic models and other memorabilia festooned 
throughout. Treat you and yours to the buy-one-get-one-free pastie 
lunch deal or go BIG with the Titanic Special 16oz cod with chips 
and peas. And indulge in Segafredo coffee and Mr. Smoothie ice 
creams. Seating for 60, a gluten free range and five-star Seafood 
Authority rating confirms its status and popularity amongst those 
in the know. QOpen . Closed Sun. Mon-Sat 12:00 - 19:00, last 
sit-in orders 18:30. £. S

Spuds B-4, 37 Bradbury Place, tel. (+44) (0)28 9033 1541. 
We simply love this counter-service chip shop for daring to offer 
students, suits and the slightly sozzled (it’s on the pub-strewn 
Golden Mile) a fantastic array of fast food. Yes they’ve got the usual 
chips and burgers, but how about a baked potato filled with chicken 
in pepper sauce, lasagne and ‘slaw or bacon, cabbage & mash to 
take away or eat in at their tiny metal tables. These Belfast guys 
and gals do it better than the big boys, so get stuck in.  QOpen 
11:00 - 02:00, Sun 11:00 - 01:00. £. JS

Internet Cafés
Beech Tree Internet Café F-3, 265 Falls Rd, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9022 5926, www.beechtreeinternetcafewestbelfast.
co.uk. A delightful little spot if you‘re touring around the Falls 
Road. It‘s one of the cosiest internet cafés we‘ve ever been in, 
with a diverse menu at extremely competitive prices QOpen 
08:30 - 16:30, Sat 09:00 - 14:30. Closed Sun. £1 for 20mins, 
free if you spend £1 or more.

Megabite B-3, 77 Dublin Rd, tel. (+44) (0)28 9032 2272, 
www.mega-bite.biz. A snug, friendly little hangout that offers 
competitive browsing rates through its wifi and high speed PCs. 
There‘s also access to web messengers such as Yahoo, MSN, 
AOL and Skype so you‘re never far away from friends or family 
. Enjoy a freshly brewed cup of tea or coffee or, if you‘re feeling 
indulgent, feast on a fresh muffin or a tasty flapjack while you surf. 
QOpen 09:00 - 22:00, Sat, Sun 12:00 - 22:00. Also located at 
Great Northen Mall, Great Victoria St (Europa BusCentre), tel: 
(+44) (0)28 9031 1423. £1 for 15mins, internet card: £10/4hr, 
£20/10hr. JW
Revelations Internet Café B-3, 27 Shaftesbury Square, 
tel. (+44) (0)28 9032 0337, www.revelations.co.uk. 

Established in 1996, open daily and boasting 19 super-fast 
computers, this is the undisputed pioneer of city centre surfing. 
Additional surfing time for students and hostelers is a particularly 
welcome perk for the cashed-strapped tourist who craves that 
extra connection. Take a screen break to look at the work on show 
by local artists. And if you get peckish, there‘s a range of teas, 
coffees, snacks and the recommended ice-cream milkshakes also 
available for that download downtime. QOpen 08:00 - 22:00, Sat 
10:00 - 18:00, Sun 11:00 - 19:00. £1.10 for 15mins, conc,. £1 
for 20mins. JR

SurfCityCafé G-3, 207 Woodstock Rd, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9046 1717, www.nibsp-web.com/surfcitycafe. An intimate 
little spot in the heart of East Belfast, this friendly abode is your 
typical internet café, delivering high-speed internet access as well 
as a selection of coffees, pastries, soft drinks and photocopying 
and fax facilitites. Popular with locals, this welcoming establish-
ment is well worth a visit if you‘re in the area. QOpen 09:00 - 
21:00, Fri 09:00 - 19:00, Sat, Sun 09:00 - 18:00. RS
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the nearby BBC gravitate towards this popular downtown 
bar. Inside, there’s a cool, modern vibe with comfy alcoves, 
window seats and high bar stools & tables breaking up the 
ground floor. The contemporary upstairs bar benefits from 
subtle lighting, studded aluminium panels, laid back sofas 
and a deep red and monochrome décor. A great place to 
grab some pub grub and indulge in a civilised drink or three...  
Q JK

Northern Whig C-1, 2 Bridge St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9050 
9888, www.thenorthernwhig.com. Once the offices of 
an old Belfast newspaper, this 19th century listed building 
was reborn in 1997 as a big, bold bar/nightclub. The Soviet 
Revolution-inspired interior boasts three colossal socialist 
statues imported from Prague. And the cocktail list features 
bolshy-faves Lenin and Archangel. The space is cavernous 
- rising up three floors - but it’s still packed every weekend 
with trendy sorts of varying wrinklage. Good food is served 
throughout the day. Q JK

Potthouse Bar & Grill C-1, 1 Hill St, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9024 4044, www.potthouse.co.uk. Take a former 17th 
century pottery and transform into a modernist glass and 
concrete mecca to tempt even the most jaded nightowls. 
Nowhere else in town will you get such a stylised look with 
concrete tables, yellow lighting and giant wine glasses filled 
with white flowers. The ground floor bar and grill is an all-
encompassing food and drink space. And the upstairs Sugar 
Room nightclub’s glass dancefloor allows downstairs diners 
a peek up ladies’ skirts. Nice. The Soap Bar Guestroom 
provides a more exclusive ambience and can be booked for 
private functions. QJK

RBG C-2, 4 Clarence St. West, tel. (+44) (0)28 9067 
7700, www.belfast.rezidorparkinn.com. Part of the 
Park Inn hotel, though very much a stand-alone venue, this 
stylish American-themed city centre bar and restaurant is 
perfectly poised to attract nearby office workers for post 
9-5 drinkies and all you visiting weekenders. Behind its 
long, shiny marble-top bar sits a good selection of spirits 
and wines. The beer ranges from international labels to 
local faves on tap. And the cocktail menu (the Raspberry 
Mojito caught our eye) and marinated olives will appeal to 
gals gearing up for a Big Night Out. Plasma screens with 
rolling news and sport subtly populate the grand double 
height space, and smokers can indulge in the heated 
outdoor terrace. Live music galvanises the weekenders, 
so book a hotel room, let your hair down and avoid the 
souless search for a taxi home. QJEK

Spaniard C-1, 3 Skipper St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9023 
2448, www.thespaniardbar.com. Wallpapered with 
vintage 80s record sleeves, and with just enough room to 
swing a straw donkey, this little watering hole is as cosy 
as it is cool. After-work and pre-club tipplers have made 
this Cathedral Quarter haunt their home. Its relaxed retro 
style is as kitsch as a Benidorm ashtray and, if you closed 
your eyes while sipping a cervesa, you could almost believe 
you were in Spain. We said almost. Look for the smiling 
Salvador Dali down the side of The Merchant Hotel and 
you’re there. Q JK

Traditional Pubs
Botanic Inn B-5, 23 Malone Rd, M8, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9050 9740, www.botanicinns.com. A mecca for sports 
enthusiasts, The ‘Bot’ (yes, that’s what the locals call it) 
is littered with giant TVs and packed to the rafters with a 
mostly student clientele. Upstairs the cheesy Top of the 
Bot disco goes down a storm with the locals, and the belly-

busting Sunday Carvery is a sure-fire hangover cure. They 
must be doing something right judging by the infuriating 
queues: both inside and out. Beware of closing time when 
drunken throngs scrap for every available taxi. Q EK

Crown Liquor Saloon B-2, 46 Gt. Victoria St, tel. 
(+44) (0)28 9027 9901, www.crownbar.com. Owned 
by the National Trust and without question Belfast’s most 
famous bar, this city centre landmark is the first place 
tourists head for their inaugural pint of Guinness. Outside 
it’s a remarkable riot of mosaic tiles, and the opulence 
continues inside with more tiles, etched windows and an 
intricately carved ceiling. The snugs, gas lamps and long 
granite bar all hark back to the bar’s Victorian origins but 
the eclectic crowd helps this grand old dame keep her 
youth. Good nourishing food is served both in the bar and 
upstairs in the Crown Dining Rooms. Q JK

Duke of York C-1, 7 Commercial Court, off Donegall 
St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9024 1062. Hidden down a cobbled 
Cathedral Quarter alley off Donegall St. this fantastic pub 
pays homage to Belfast’s industrial past and centuries-old 
newspaper trade. Art students, old hacks and media types 
come together to enjoy great live music and retro disco 
tunes in a decidedly unpretentious, super-friendly setting. 
Politicos among you may be interested to learn that Sinn 
Fein leader Gerry Adams used to be a barman here. And 
nicotine junkies can rejoice in the outside heated smoking 
area - a common theme among city pubs. QJEK

Errigle Inn F-2, 312 Ormeau Rd, M7, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9064 1410, www.errigle.com. This 1930s South Belfast 
pub is a labyrinth of bars, the most appealing of which is the 
Oak Bar with its wood panelling and stained glass windows. 
The Real Music Club is a haven for folk, country rock and blues 
and gives local singer-songwriters the opportunity to mingle 
with visiting muses. Good food, renowned entertainment, 
laid-back regulars and, come summertime, glorious hanging 
baskets give this bar a particularly inviting atmosphere. 
Q EK

Garrick C-2, 29 Chichester St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9032 
1984, www.thegarrickbar.com. One of Belfast’s oldest 
bars, the revamped Garrick is a great city centre pub. Dark 
wood ceilings strewn with big glass lanterns, booths with 
button down leather and copper pumps and pipes retain 
the traditional Victorian feel in the downstairs bar. And the 
elegant aura extends to the top floor room and back bar 
which also features a fabulous Venetian mirror, quirky display 
of barometres and, somewhat disturbingly, a dilapidated doll 
dangling overhead. Footy fans can watch live matches on the 
big screens and music fans can enjoy trad sessions and the 
Belfast Music Club’s DJ sets on Wed and Fri-Sun nights. Good 
food is served seven days a week. Q JEK

Hercules B-1, 61 Castle St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9032 4587. 
A favourite with traditional Irish music aficionados, this city 
centre bar takes its name from the original Royal Avenue 
moniker of Hercules Street. Its Bailey’s Cream and iron bar 
exterior tempts the traveller with those weekend music ses-
sions and some great dining options including locally sourced 
chicken, steaks and seafood.  Q JEK

John Hewitt C-1, 51 Donegall St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9023 
3768, www.thejohnhewitt.com. This much-loved Cathedral 
Quarter stalwart is as traditional as they come. Named after a 
local poet and socialist, the bar is privately owned by the Belfast 
Unemployed Resource Centre. All dark wood, real fires and board 
games; it’s the perfect place to relax with a pint and shoot the 
breeze with the customary band of scribes and boho-types. With 



42 nightliFe

Belfast In Your Pocket belfast.inyourpocket.com October – November 2009belfast.inyourpocket.com

43nightliFe

Stiff Kitten C-3, Bankmore Square, Dublin Rd, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9023 8700, www.thestiffkitten.com. Owned and run 
by the godfathers of Shine (Queen’s Student Union nightclub), this 
jet black venue combines food, drink, DJ sets and occasional live 
performances aimed at 20+ clubbers with a discerning music 
palette. Each night offers different sounds, from hip hop and techno 
to indie and house, and the dress code is a lot more relaxed than 
many other ‘dress to impress’ downtown divas. Definitely a cool 
place in the city. Q JE

The Bunker B-4, Laverys, 12 Bradbury Place, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9087 1106, www,laverysbelfast.com. Join Belfast’s 
party people at one of the city’s most enduring and laid back 
venues. All music tastes are covered through the week, from 
Kitsch’s Monday night ‘female friendly’ yesteryear choons to 
Saturday’s DECKADANCE with its inspired mix of floor-filling beats. 
Tuesday’s The Whole Fandango attracts students with an alt 
edge. Dancefloor classics and chillout vibes feature in Wednes-
day’s OMGWTFDISCO. Thursday’s Radiation plays punk, rock, 
emo and hardcore. And Friday’s Gigantic with its indie and electro 
ends (or begins) the week in fine style. Find it inside Laverys (see 
Traditional Pubs for main listing).  Q JE

Maddens B-1, 74 Smithfield, tel. (+44) (0)28 9024 4114. 
City centre bars don’t come much more Irish than this one behind 
CastleCourt. Traditional Irish music instruments line the walls and 
provide the perfect backdrop for top-quality live music seven nights 
a week. A real escape from the 21st Century and one of the city’s 
most authentic drinking dens. Q JEK

McHughs D-1, 29 Queens Square, tel. (+44) (0)28 9050 
9999, www.mchughsbar.com. This revamped Grade A listed 
building dates back to 1711, making it Belfast’s oldest bar (though 
others contest the claim). The beautifully restored façade faces 
pedestrianised Custom House Square - venue for many open air 
concerts and cultural events. Inside the bar you’ll find nooks and 
crannies crammed with salvaged emblems of Belfast’s industrial 
past. The restaurant serves an imaginative traditional menu and 
the basement bar heaves with an older crowd tempted by its 
traditional music sessions, live bands and discos. Q JEK

Pavilion F-2, 296 Ormeau Rd, tel. (+44) (0)28 9028 
3283, www.pavilionbelfast.com. Not known for nothing as 
‘The Big House’, this three-storey bar has long been a favourite 
with students and locals. Older drinkers prefer the lower bar 
and TV sport while more sprightly types gallop upstairs for a 
bite of food, some live music in the middle bar or a game of 
pool at the top of the house. With DJs playing classic tracks at 
the weekends, free entertainment Thurs-Sun in Public Bar and 
great bar food served to 9pm daily, it’s no surprise that its sister 
bar is the equally eclectic legend that is Lavery’s. 

White’s Tavern  C-1, 2 Winecellar Entry, off Lombard St., 
tel. (+44) (0)28 9024 3080, www.whitestavern.co.uk. One 
of Belfast oldest bars, it’s tucked down a back alley complete 
with honest to goodness cobblestones. Downstairs is all dark 
and brooding with peat fires and trad music to warm the soul. At 
weekends the upstairs bar becomes the haunt of locals in the 
know, from boho-chic students to those who wish they still were. 
The relaxed melee of eclectic styles and sounds embraces a cool 
clientele draped across sofas and a DJ perched in his lofty balcony. 
Dance, don’t dance: no pressure. Q JEK

Clubs
Club Mono C-2, 96-100 Ann St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9027 
8886, www.monobelfast.com. Weekenders can throw shapes 
to RnB (Fri), House (Sat) and Indie, Hip Hop and Old School (Sun) 
at this downtown club. The 500 capacity two-storey space has a 
futuristic vibe with black, grey and silver decor, and the age range is 
reflected in the music style. A monthly Ministry of Sound residency 
(last Sat every month) ups the cool quotient. Find it close to the 
Albert Clock. Q J

La Lea B-2, 43 Franklin St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9023 0200, 
www.lalea.com. Above Bar Bacca there’s a big, bold nightclub 
teeming with young professionals determined to drink a week’s 
wages in one night. So break out the glitter, down those shots and 
join the throng on the dance floor or - if you’re really drunk - dance 
ledge (you’ll see when you get there). Every night there’s a different 
sound, from midweek R&B and soul to weekend house for the 
more hardcore. Q Open Thurs-Sun.  JE

M Club B-4, 23 Bradbury Place, tel. (+44) (0)28 9023 3131, 
www.mclub.co.uk. This church of cheese, high temple of tack, 
minster of madness (you get the picture) makes no apologies 
for its big, brash naughtiness. Outside, a giant block of flashing 
lights beckons swarms of half-dressed girls and post-pubescent 
boys, eager for a Saturday night of hot club capers. On Fridays, 
the 70s-themed disco attracts an older crowd reliving their glory 
days from the decade taste forgot. Stags and hens could do a 
lot worse. Q Closed Mon, Wed & Sun. Downstairs VBar open 
Mon-Sat from 18:00. QJE

award-winning food, and regular jazz and Irish music sessions, 
it’s easy to forget this fantastic melting pot only opened in 1999. 
Q JEK

Katy Daly’s C-3, 17 Ormeau Ave, tel. (+44) (0)28 9032 
5968, www.katydalysbelfast.com. This cool trad pub has 
long been a favourite with Belfast’s music fraternity; Ash, David 
Gray and Radio 1 DJ Colin Murray have all cut their teeth for the KD 
faithful. Depending on the night, your ears will be bombarded with 
anything from lo-fi and alt country to metal and alternative. And 
open mic nights give wannabees a chance to wow the crowd. All 
this, and there’s great pub grub for the daytime crowd filling KD’s 
indoor and, in fine weather, outdoor seats.  Q JEK

Kelly’s Cellars C-1, 30 Bank St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9024 
6058. Down a sidestreet off Royal Avenue lurks this 16th century 
black and white bar, one of the city’s oldest and, in our opinion, 
most authentic. Positively no pandering to tourists, designer 
cocktail lists or faux-trad nonsense. Instead, it’s all about the 
serious business of imbibing as the congregation worships at 
the high altar of Arthur Guinness and co. Regular outbursts of Irish 
music add to its unforced charm. Q JEK GC

Kitchen Bar C-2, 38 Victoria Square, tel. (+44) (0)28 9032 
4901, www.thekitchenbar.com. Exposed bricks, painted gird-
ers and wooden beams retain a trad air amid a distinctly modern 
warehouse vibe. Visitors can enjoy a legendary Paddy’s Pizza (with 
hot soda bread base) and pint of real ale. Live music sessions 
attract a diverse blend of raconteurs, artisans, trendy types and 
shoppers from neighbouring Victoria Square. Q JEK

Laverys B-4, 12 Bradbury Place, tel. (+44) (0)28 9087 
1106, www.laverysbelfast.com. This three-storey drinking 
den has long been home to a colourful clientele of old boys, 
bikers, students and dead-heads. Its enduring charm makes 
‘Lavs’ one of Belfast’s hardy old bars and an absolute must 
for pub crawlers and music enthusiasts. Upstairs, the deep 
down and dirty Bunker attracts high profile guest DJs and live 
acts, as well as running alternative club nights (see separate 
listing). Irish talent plays alongside touring acts at the Attic 
bar, open every Sat night as the Live Room in the ‘3 room 
Trinity’ event (check website for the latest info). And the Attic 
Pool Room, with 19 tables, is an added bonus for all you cue 
sharks. The ground floor of Belfast’s oldest family-run bar is 
a real trad classic, with the ornate Gin Palace (aka Public Bar) 
offering friendly banter, great sports coverage, top notch food 
(12-9) and a traditional music session every Tuesday night. 
The more rustic (dare we say grungy) Back Bar and Beer 
Garden exude an earthy feel with regular free music events 
running the gamut of rock to reggae and folk to funk. Go on, 
fill yer boots.Q JEK

The Front Page Bar
110 Donegall St, Belfast.

LIVE BANDS - DJs - PUNK
ALTERNATIVE - TECHNO

PLASMA SCREENS

Black Box C-1, 18 Hill St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9024 
4400, www.blackboxbelfast.com. The Cathedral 
Quarter’s latest intimate arts venue is home to music, 
theatre, comedy and many other eclectic nights out. 
Join the boho set in this delightful renovated building 
which consistently throws up some of the city’s most 
culturaly diverse nights out. JE

Empire B-4, 40 Botanic Ave, M7, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9032 8110, www.thebelfastempire.com. This 
19th century converted church is a two-in-one venue 
with a comprehensive programme of live comedy, 
music and clubbing. Upstairs the Victorian music hall 
theme provides a sumptuous backdrop for live music 
performances. The basement bar serves great value 
food and, at night, becomes a hive of activity for beer 
connoisseurs. During term time (Sep-June), Belfast’s 
longest running comedy club attracts top acts attempt-
ing to win over one of the toughest audiences on the 
circuit. Q EK

Limelight C-3, 17 Ormeau Ave, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9032 5942, www.the-limelight.co.uk. On either 
side of Katy Daly’s bar sit two of the best alternative 
music venues in town, the Limelight and Spring & Air-
brake. The older Limelight is a dark and moody music 
venue attracting an impressive line-up of emerging 
and well-known acts. It’s also a great place to catch a 
band before they hit the big time and charge exorbitant 
ticket prices. The club nights are a big hit with the city’s 
indie kids. QJE

Spring & Airbrake C-3, 15 Ormeau Ave, tel. 
(+44) (0)28 9032 5942, www.the-limelight.
co.uk. The Limelight’s younger sibling has a more 
diverse live music policy. Indie and rock tribute bands, 
alt-country and established acts have all performed 
for the city’s live music devotees. Always busy and 
always a good night out if you’re seriously into your 
music. Q JE

Live Music
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Thompsons C-2, 3 Patterson Place, tel. (+44) (0)28 9032 
3762, www.clubthompsons.com. Now in its second decade of 
hardcore clubbing, Thompson’s is definitely not for the fainthearted. 
The commercial dance, house and R&B is loud, and the youngish 
crowd is very, very up for it. No bad thing if you’re tired of being good. 
Two floors of constant noise and euphoria taking you into the wee 
small hours. Find it off Donegall Square East. QJ

In Your Pocket guides have been online, in full, 
since 1995, and our company has continually 
been at the cutting edge of internet development. 
The first travel publisher to offer free PDF guides 
(back in 2002) you can now download our entire 
range of travel guidebooks - for free and in full - 
from our website, inyourpocket.com. More than 
20,000 PDFs are downloaded each month, while 
the site as a whole regularly attracts more than 
250,000 visitors per month.

Facebook & Twitter
Become a fan of In Your Pocket on Facebook, 
or follow us on Twitter, and you can get inside 
information on what’s happening around the 
Pocket world, as well as win exclusive prizes - such 
as the tickets we gave away to the opening of the 
New Acropolis Museum in Athens, in June. You will 
also find out first about new guides, new bars, 
restaurants etc., and our team of Twitterers is 
also on hand to answer any travel questions. Find 
us at twitter.com/inyourpocket.

Getting involved
A year or so ago In Your Pocket took the interac-
tive plunge and began allowing readers to post 
comments under our own reviews. The response 
has been incredible, nowhere more so than in Riga, 
where the famous rip-off joint Lord Pub has gar-
nered so many comments from angry readers that 
at one stage earlier this year our system couldn’t 
cope: we had to reconfigure it to accommodate 
all the feedback.  All of our venues - and most 
of our features - are now open forums ready for 
your comments. If you have something to say on 
Warsaw’s raunchiest nightlife venues, say it at 
inyourpocket.com. If you want to flaunt your Cor-
nish nationalist credentials, do it at inyourpocket.
com. Our local editors are encouraged to reply to 
comments and make a point of taking on board 
what our readers are telling us. While we vet all 
comments before publication, if you provide a 
valid email address we usually approve the vast 
majority, no matter how vitriolic or controversial. 
So if you’ve been ripped off, or simply enjoyed 
terrific service, let everyone know.  If you want to 
contact us direct, you can do so at readersmail@
inyourpocket.com.

On inyourpocket.com

Dubarrys B-1, 10-14 Gresham St, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9032 3590. Set over three floors, Dubarrys offers an 
alternative to the banging house tunes and teeny-bopping 
antics of some other gay establishments. The downstairs 
lounge area’s classy black and gold decor, with big mirrors 
and paintings of naked men, provides the perfect backdrop 
for the older, more sophisticated crowd and younger types of 
similar style. The infectious music policy positively encour-
ages dancing, especially on the middle level, while the top 
floor exudes a more chilled out, chintzy Moroccan feel. Once 
a month ‘men only’ Gruff nights and regular theme nights go 
down well with the crowd.  Q J

Kremlin C-1, 96 Donegall St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9080 
9700, www.kremlin-belfast.com. A giant Lenin statue 
heralds proletariats of all ages to Belfast’s number one gay 
hot spot. The Tsar Bar, Long Bar and Red Square offer up 
areas to shake your ass or chill out and chat. Theme nights 
encompass all manner of hi-jinx including fetish, foam and 
fancy dress. And frequent celeb performances make Kremlin 
the city’s answer to G.A.Y. Belfast’s Gay Revolution has well 
and truly arrived. Q Closed Mon & Wed. JE

Mynt C-1, 2 Dunbar St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9023 4520, 
www.myntbelfast.com. Belfast’s other Gay nightclub is 
a super slick all-singing, all-dancing entertainment complex 
starring Titti von Tramp, Belfast’s resident baroness. Relax 
or let rip across Mynt’s club nights. And polysexuals (basi-
cally everyone) can dance til the early hours at Fri and Sat’s 
up-all-hours clubnights Kinetic and Yello. Q Closed Thu & 
Sun. JEK

Gay Belfast

It’s your round
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Before you cast off the shackles of singledom, it’s time to suc-
cumb to the obligatory Stag and Hen night. Tradition dictates 
sallow-skinned hens need only a day at a spa followed by some 
retro disco dancing and a few innocent ’dares’. Stags, mean-
while, positively demand the rugged outdoors as befits their 
manly stature. We’re talking paintballs and war games followed 
by a heavy drinking session in several accepting hostelries. 
Here’s a small selection to help you plan that final blow-out 
before the old ball and chain gets clamped. And for lots more 
entertaining and energetic suggestions, flick to our Nightlife 
listings (p.39) and check out our online Stags & Hens section 
at belfast.inyourpocket.com.

Jungle Paintball K-3, 60 Desertmartin Rd, Moneymore, 
Magherafelt, Co. L/Derry, tel. (+44) (0)28 8674 8881, 
www.thejunglepaintball.com. If you’re here for a raucous 
weekend, grab some fatigues and blast your way through the 
jungle. Two hundred acres of woodland have been transformed 
into Ireland’s biggest paintball site. And even more exciting is NI’s 
only Zorbing experience.  Clamber inside a big see-through ball 
and enjoy the thrill of being hurled down a hill. Fourteen game 
zones guarantee to bring out your inner warrior, and a Tree 
Top Fortress provides yet more gaming fun, The more genteel 
among you can also try some clay pigeon shooting. Trained 
marshals ensure the day runs smoothly and hot lunch comes 
as standard. Players must be 16+. Group rates available. 

Limo Bus Unit 3, Connsbank Industrial Estate Belfast, 
tel. (+44) (0)28 9046 9494, www.limobustravel.com. 
Sleek leather seats, a state-of-the-art sound system, laser 
light show and huge plasma screen make this one mother of 
a party palace. Sixteen people can share the karaoke, iPod 
and Playstation fun as the blacked-out bus glides incognito 
through the city streets. Only you and your mates (and the 
driver) will know the mayhem within. And, fear not... there‘s 
even a toilet at the back. For details of prices, including spa, 
go-karting, sightseeing and other bespoke packages, get in 
touch with the partybus posse pronto.

Party Piglets tel. (+44) (0)78990 92109, www.party-
piglets.com. Hire a shiny red or pink Fire Engine for those hot, 
steamy nights on the tiles. Stags & hens, formals, children’s 
parties, tour groups and corporate events are are catered for. 
Choose from the red Party Engine with Playstation and karaoke 
or pink Hire Brigade with dance pole and banging music system. 

Telephone 028 8674 8881
60 Desertmartin Rd, Moneymore, Magherafelt

ALSO AT THE JUNGLE / PAINTBALLING / CLAY PIGEON SHOOTING / ARCHERY AND TEAM BUILDING ACTIVITIES

NEW TO THE JUNGLE ...

NORTHERN IRELAND’S FIRST 

AND ONLY ZORBING SITE

ZORBING

Helmets are yours to keep as a special souvenir of your big night 
out, and lucky ladies might just find themselves on the receiving 
end of a hunky fireman’s lift. Now, where’s that hose..?

Polercise Ltd. C-1, 185 Donegal St, tel. (+44) (0)7727 
224095, www.polerciseltd.com. Gyrate your way through 
90mins of pole dancing action at Ireland’s first purpose-built Pole 
Dancing Studio. Hen nights include a wine reception, nibbles, party 
games, pole tricks, certificate and (for a bit more) Male Exotic 
Dancer. Also at Derry, Banbridge and Letterkenny and Dundalk.

Telephone: 028 90 239279
First Floor

46 Botanic Avenue, Belfast BT7 1JR

Advanced Waxing Clinic
Unisex

Unisex Beauty Treatments

• Anti-wrinkle injections
• Skin Peels
• Spray Tans
• Nails
• Waxing
• Party-Night Make-Up

Opening Hours
Tuesday - Friday .........................................10am - 8pm
Saturday by appointment only ............10am - 3pm

Buildings & Curiosities
Albert Memorial Clock C-1, High St. Belfast’s most 
prominent timepiece was built from 1865-1870 in memory 
of Queen Victoria’s husband, Prince Albert, who died in 
1862. The 43m-high landmark is famous as Belfast’s 
very own leaning tower. Like many city structures, it was 
built on reclaimed land on the River Farset’s somewhat 
squishy foundations and currently leans 1.25m to the left. 
A two-year £multi-million restoration project saw craftsmen 
working ‘round the clock’ to spruce up its sandstone, polish 
its two tonne bell and add gold leaf to its four faces. The 
area around the clock was once the stomping ground for 
ladies of the night ‘servicing’ visiting sailors. Q J

Aunt Sandra’s Candy Factory G-3, M5. 60 
Castlereagh Rd, tel. (+44) (0)28 9073 2868, www.
irishcandyfactory.com. Aunt Sandra began making 
sweeties, lollies and all manner of choccie delights in this 
east Belfast emporium way back in 1953. Today nephew 
David Moore continues the tradition and demonstrates 
his craft as children and adults look on with wide-eyed 
admiration. Shamrock lollies and leprechaun’s gold are just 
some of the sticky souvenirs that may prove too tempt-
ing to last the journey home... QOpen 09:30-17:00, Sat: 
10:00-16:30. EB

Belfast Blitz Memorial Plaque C-1, 124 Royal 
Ave, cnr. Belfast Telegraph. On the corner of the Belfast 
Telegraph building, a small section of pockmarked stone 
provides a tangible reminder of the 1941 Belfast Blitz. Over 
100 German Luftwaffe planes bombarded the unprepared 
city on April 15, killing 900 people and injuring a further 
2,500. A lone plaque on the stone tells how the newspaper 
published ‘without interruption’. Q J

Belfast Wheel C-2, Belfast City Hall grounds, tel. 
(+44) (0)28 9031 0607, www.worldtouristattrac-
tions.co.uk. Forty-two air-con pods each spirit up to six 
adults and two kids 60m high on a 12min three-turn trip for 
fab views across the city. There’s even a luxury VIP gondola 
with entertainment system and room for up to four adults. 
Take a spin and admire the city from this unique vantage 
point. QOpen 10:00 - 21:00, Fri 10:00 - 22:00, Sat 09:00 
- 22:00. Adult £6.50, conc. £5, U16 (U12’s accompanied by 
an adult) £4.50, U4 £1, U1 free, 2+2 £18, Private Capsule 
(max. 6+2) £35, VIP Capsule from £50. J GC

I f you’re on a whistle-stop day trip, join the open top 
bus tour for a 90min scoot round the major sights. 
Belfast City Hall, Botanic Gardens, Queen’s 
University and the Shankill and Falls Roads are 
all on the route, as is a brief diversion to Stormont 
(up to 14:00) and the Harland & Wolff shipyard, 
home of the big yellow cranes and bir thplace of 
Titanic. Shoppers should factor in an afternoon’s 
sojourn along the Lisburn Road. Then, i f you’ve time 
to spare, head north on Metro Bus N°1, jumping off 
at Belfast Castle and Cavehill Country Park for 
unbeatable views across the city. And finally, i f you 
don’t fancy travelling far to see great views, grab 
yourself a seat on the city’s revolving landmark - the 
Belfast Wheel. 
Stay on the right track with these keys (from p.47):
WB = West Belfast EB = East Belfast
SB = South Belfast NB = North Belfast

Essential Belfast
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C-2, Donegall Square, www.belfastcity.gov.uk/
cityhall. A magnificent sight, especially looking from 
Royal Avenue, this imposing Portland stone and copper-
domed building was completed in 1906 as a symbol of 
Belfast’s new city status. Queen Victoria stands at the 
front, and the grounds are dotted with many more stat-
ues and monuments, details of which can be found on a 
large map at the gates. In 1995 the building provided a 
dramatic backdrop when President Clinton switched on 
the city’s Christmas lights. Following a major two-year 
renovation programme, the building re-opens to the 
public in Oct - see p.55 for details. Q J

Christmas at the City Hall
Tue 17 Nov Belfast Christmas Lights Switch On
The countdown to Christmas officially starts here, with 
the annual lighting up of the city centre’s festive lights and 
decorations, marking the start of the season of goodwill 
and high spending. Head to the City Hall to see this year’s 
celeb flick the switch on the big tree.

Tues 17 Nov - Sat 19 Dec 
Christmas Continental Market
Dip your mittens into this fantastic food and craft fiesta 
in the City Hall grounds. The market will be crammed with 
dozens of wooden stalls selling a seasonal selection of 
crafts, food, drink, gifts and plants from across Europe 
and beyond. Santa’s Grotto and Postbox keep the kids in 
touch with the big man himself.  Open: Mon-Wed 09:00 - 
20:00,Thur - Sat 09:00 - 22:00 and Sun 13:00 - 18:00. 
For more info visit www.belfastcity.gov.uk/events. 

Belfast City Hall
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Belfast Chamber 
of Trade and
Commerce

®

sponsored by:

For our younger passengers we have a special 
Kid’s Club, which is exclusive to City Sightseeing. * subject to availability.

approximately

Every 20-60 min
operates all year round

Belfast Chamber 
of Trade and
Commerce

To find out more or to book: www.belfastcoachpark.com.  
We can be contacted on 028 9073 9072 or 07789-222-999.
We are happy to arrange short or long stay parking and also agree contract 
rates for regular customers.

Overnight Parking Daytime Parking

Coach Washing Interior Valet

Light Maintenance  Long Term Contracts

Our services also include:

City-Sightseeing N.I have now opened the first dedicated Coach Park in 
Belfast. The coach park is only a five minute drive from the City Centre 
and is located in a secured area. Coach drivers using the overnight 
parking can avail of our complementary transfer service which will take 
you to your city centre hotel in the evening and also transfer you back to 
the coach park the following morning.

www.limobustravel.com
Fully P.S.V’D & D.O.E approved

Available for 
stag/hen parties, 
birthdays, special 
occasions or just  

a special treat.
Tel: 028 9046 9494

Leather seats with seat belts    Toilet    Plasma screen 
TV   Karaoke machine    Laser lights    Play Station 3    

iPod dock   State of the art sound system

Loyalty Card
Available to use 

throughout the UK
Tel: 028 9046 3600

www.thegoodcard.co.uk
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CASTLE PLACE (tickets on sale)
Tourist Information Centre      (see advert) & Shops
HIGH STREET
Duck Tours, St George’s Church, Albert Clock, Premier Hotel
CUSTOMS HOUSE SQUARE
Lagan boat tours, Customs House and McHughs Bar
QUEEN’S ROAD
Odyssey Pavilion, W5 & Titanic Quarter
TITANIC’S DOCK & PUMP HOUSE
Admission discount with bus tour ticket
PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS (STORMONT)
Stormont Estate (this stop only operates between  
1000 and 1400 daily), Stormont Hotel
OXFORD STREET
Hilton Hotel, Waterfront Hall, Central Train Station, 
St George’s Market
DONEGALL STREET
St. Anne’s Cathedral & Quarter, Home Front Exhibition
CRUMLIN ROAD
Crumlin Road Jail & Court House
SHANKILL ROAD
Spectrum Tourist Information Centre & Wall Murals 
SHANKILL ROAD
Memorial Park, Wall Murals, Beatties Fish and Chip Shop 
SHANKILL ROAD
Lower Shankill, Wall Murals & Shops
FALLS ROAD
St. Peter’s Cathedral, Wall Murals & International Wall
FALLS ROAD
Dunville Park, Wall Murals & Shops
FALLS ROAD
Wall Murals, The Royal Hospitals & Culturlann Tourist 
Information Centre
EGLANTINE AVENUE 
Malone Lodge Hotel, Backpackers Hostel. 
MALONE ROAD
Wellington Park Hotel
UNIVERSITY ROAD
Queen’s University, Ulster Museum & Botanic  
Gardens, Holiday Inn
SHAFTSBURY SQUARE
Benedicts & Madison Hotels,Belfast International  
Youth Hostel
GT. VICTORIA STREET
Europa & Holiday Inn Hotels, Europa Bus Centre, 
Grand Opera House, Park Inn Hotels
FISHERWICK PLACE (tickets on sale)
Jury’s, Ten Square, Fitzwilliam Hotels
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Operated by City Sightseeing N.I.
Unit 3 Connsbank Ind Est 

Connsbank Road, Airport Road, Belfast, BT3 9EF
Tel: 028 9045 9035 Fax: 028 9045 9042

www.belfastcitysightseeing.com / info@belfastcitysightseeing.com

Smyth’s Irish Linen
65 Royal Avenue
14 Callender St
Tourist leaflets/

Tour ticket outlet

NEWTONARDS             ROAD

6Stop No. 

(This stop only operates 
between 1000 and 1400 daily)

Towards Stop 6            

Operating Period:  1st tour frequency last tour
1 Mar - 31 Oct Mon-Fri 1000 30 - 60 min 1630
 Sat-Sun 1000 20 - 40 min 1630
1 Nov - 28 Feb ‘10 Mon-Fri 1000 30 - 60 min 1630
 Sat-Sun 1000 30 - 45 min 1630
Please check with our friendly staff. These times are approximate 
and may be subject to change without notice. 1630 tour on demand.

Titanic Walking Tours depart 
daily from here at 12.30

Take time to experience the sights and sounds of Belfast city, get your 
comfy shoes on to join one of our experienced guides on our walking tour 
of Belfast.You now have the option of seeing Belfast not only on one of 
our open top buses, but also on foot.Explore the city’s humble beginnings 
and follow the original 1660’s street layout through to the beautiful 
Victorian buildings of the City Hall and Albert Clock.

Departs from Castle Place beside McDonald’s & Jury’s hotel, Great 
Victoria street Plus: Belfast International Youth Hostel, 
Donegall Road, Belfast
www.belfastwalkingtours.com

1 Oct -30 April 09:    £5 per person 
 Departs 1400
              1 May- 30th September 09: 
              Departs 1100 and 1400

 

Experience the unique history of the Titanic and discover the story 
behind Belfast’s maritime heritage, the birthplace of the world’s most 
famous ship. A guided tour offers an in-depth understanding of this 
remarkable story and five tours have joined in partnership to provide an 
exciting opportunity to learn more on either bus, boat, car or  
walking tour.

Take multiple tours and receive discount on the  
purchase of the second and subsequent tour tickets.

£1.50 off £1.00 off
£1.00 off £2.50 off

£1.00 off
Discount is only available on the full adult price tickets and with proof of purchase of the 1st 
tour ticket (valid for 3 days). Not available in conjunction with any other offers. 

 Starting Friday 
16th October 2009

Look out for our GHOST TOURS
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We provide a daily pickup and return to the Stena Line terminal.

Operating Period: 1st tour frequency l ast tour
1 Mar - 31 Oct Mon-Fri 1000 30 - 60 min 1630
 Sat-Sun 1000 20 - 40 min 1630
1 Nov - 28 Feb ‘10 Mon-Fri 1000 30 - 60 min 1630
 Sat-Sun 1000 30 - 45 min 1630
Please check with our friendly staff. These times are approximate 
and may be subject to change without notice. 1630 tour on demand.

Tour fares:
Adults 
Concession 
Child 4-12 
Child U-4 
Family 
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famous ship. A guided tour offers an in-depth understanding of this 
remarkable story and five tours have joined in partnership to provide an 
exciting opportunity to learn more on either bus, boat, car or  
walking tour.

Take multiple tours and receive discount on the  
purchase of the second and subsequent tour tickets.

£1.50 off £1.00 off
£1.00 off £2.50 off

£1.00 off
Discount is only available on the full adult price tickets and with proof of purchase of the 1st 
tour ticket (valid for 3 days). Not available in conjunction with any other offers. 

 Starting Friday 
16th October 2009

Look out for our GHOST TOURS
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We provide a daily pickup and return to the Stena Line terminal.

Clifton House F-2, 2 North Queen St, top of Donegall 
St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9089 7534, www.cliftonbelfast.
org.uk. Built by the Belfast Charitable Society in 1774, 
this Georgian ‘Poor House’ has been gloriously restored 
and now combines sheltered accommodation and a resi-
dential home with a year-round programme of events and 
conferences. As a Poor House, Clifton was responsible for 
supplying water and shelter to the needy. Children in its 
charge were taught spinning and weaving, so beginning the 
city’s dominance in those industries. Two of its founders, 
Robert and Henry Joy, were joint editors of the Newslet-
ter newspaper and helped develop this important work. 
Their nephew, United Irishman Henry Joy McCracken, was 
hanged on High Street for his part in the 1798 Rebellion 
and buried in Clifton Street Graveyard. Look for the build-
ing’s white spire, and pop in to peruse its Interpretive 
Centre.QH NB

CS Lewis statue M4. G-2, Holywood Rd, M3. Stood 
fi ttingly outside Holywood Arches Library, this li fe-size 
statue is called The Searcher. It depicts the Belfast-born 
Chronicles of Narnia author as Narnia narrator Digory 
Kirke stepping into a wardrobe - no doubt in search of his 
mystical land. Sculptor Ross Wilson unveiled the bronze 
statue in 1998 - the centenary of Lewis’ birth. EB

Custom House D-1, Custom House Square. The chiselled 
heads of Neptune, Britannia and Mercury gaze down from this 
stately 1850’s Italianite building whose sweeping steps have 
long been a platform for protests and speeches galvanising 
the working man. Look out for the bronze sculpture of a 
Speaker representing this oratorical past. Victorian novelist 
Anthony Trollope used to work here, and is commemorated 
with a Blue Plaque. The pedestrianised Square provides 
a sparkly space for Sk8er Bois, science toys, illuminated 
fountains tracing the reclaimed River Farset, Belfast’s old-
est drinking fountain for horses and the occasional al fresco 
event. Q J

Friar’s Bush Graveyard B-5, Stranmillis Rd, M8, tel. 
(+44) (0)28 9027 0296, www.belfastcity.gov.uk. This 
compact graveyard is surrounded by an 8ft high wall and lies 
beside the currently closed Ulster Museum. The city’s oldest 
Christian burial site, it got its name from the central hawthorn 
tree. The site is said to date back to pre-Christian times, with 
its gothic arch gate added in 1828. Legend has it St. Patrick 
built a church on the site, and a couple of stones seem to 
bear witness to this claim. A grim Cholera Mound contains the 
bodies of more than 400 cholera and 5,000 famine victims. 
Q Open by appointment, phone for details. SB

George Best’s House & Mural G-4, Burren Way, 
Cregagh Estate. M6. Tucked away in this housing estate 
is George’s childhood home... the only give-away being the 
plaque above the front door. George’s funeral cortege left 
from here in Dec 2005. And Best’s father Dickie lived here 
until his death in April 2008, aged 88. Since then the house 
has remained for sale. Head to the nearby mural across the 
green where wee Geordie kicked his very first ball before 
Manchester United came knocking on the door. EB

Harland & Wolff Cranes G-2, Titanic Quarter, M94, 
www.harland-wolff.com. Wherever you go in the city there’s 
no escaping Samson and Goliath, two giant, moveable yel-
low cranes looming over what was once the world’s biggest 
shipyard. These engineering heavyweights stand at 96m 
and 106m high, 140m wide and were built in 1969 and 1974 
respectively. Despite the demise of Belfast’s shipbuilding 
industry, they have been preserved as historic monuments. 

F-2, Crumlin Rd, M12, www.dsdni.gov.uk. These 
foreboding buildings, facing each other across North Bel-
fast’s Crumlin Road, are connected by an underground 
tunnel once used to spirit prisoners from the Gaol to the 
Courthouse for trial - and back if convicted.
The Neo-Palladian Courthouse was opened in 1850 
and is topped by a scales-free figure of Justice. Since 
its official closure in 1998, the building has been used 
as a makeshift theatre, film location and cinema. It is 
currently owned by a private developer, though there 
are no plans in place for its future use.
Opened in 1845, the black basalt and red sandstone 
Crumlin Road Gaol (pronounced jail) was designed by 
Sir Charles Lanyon and inspired by the cutting-edge 
layout of London’s Pentonville Prison. The Gaol’s four 
Wings (A-D) radiate from a centre Circle and rise three 
storeys, with a fourth basement level. Each small prison 
cell was built for single occupancy, though many housed 
up to four cellmates during the 1970s.
In the early years, inmates included women, children 
and petty criminals - some bound for Australia’s penal 
colonies. Suffragettes were also housed here before 
female emancipation following WW1. Throughout the 
Troubles, the Gaol witnessed many breakouts, bomb-
ings and rooftop protests.
And, over the decades, inmates and internees of note 
(and for various reasons and sentences) have included 
Ian Paisley, Eamon de Valera, loyalist murderer Mi-
chael Stone and Shankill Butcher Lenny Murphy.
Since its closure in 1996, the building has lain derelict. 
However, recent restorations and tours are now breath-
ing life back and transforming ‘The Crum’ into one of 
Belfast’s most evocative landmarks. 
Conducted by Blue Badge-trained Guides, each c.1hr 
tour begins at the front entrance, taking visitors inside 
via the reception and Governor’s Corridor. You then de-
scend into the tunnel where cockroaches once roamed 
and a ghost is said to still haunt. 
The Circle, with its ornate wrought iron railings and 
spiral staircase, is the next stop before continuing down 
a restored wing and into one of the 550 or so cells. At the 
end of the wing is the Condemned Man’s Cell - larger 
than the others as it also housed two 24hr prison of-
ficers. Seventeen men were executed at Crumlin Road 
Gaol from 1854-1961, and all but two remain buried in 
unmarked graves at the back of the complex. 
Your first glimpse of the original hangman’s noose is 
guaranteed to leave even the hardiest of visitors slack-
jawed. And the descent to the basement ‘drop cell’ - 
where the dead man was left to dangle until sure death 
- will send a shiver down the straightest of spines.
A short walk outside reveals the large back yard, old 
hospital building - and those unmarked graves - before 
you step back inside to explore B Wing. Left as it was 
when the gaol closed in 1996, this Wing’s Padded Cell 
makes for particularly eerie viewing.
The tour concludes at the small Exhibits Room where 
you can see such artifacts as original photos, prison 
officer’s uniform, cat-o-nine-tails and Executioner’s 
Box. And, if you can stomach it, there’s also a small 
vending machine for snacks and drinks.  Q Open 16 
April - 13 Dec 2009. Thurs-Sat: 10:00 - 16:00, Sun: 
11:15 - 15:45. Gaol Tours £5, £3 (10+ people), conc. 
free. Bookable in advance from the Belfast Welcome 
Centre, tel. (+44) (0)28 9024 6609. Parking on-
street. NB

Crumlin Road Gaol
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Transport House C-1, 102 High St. Late 1950s social-
ist realism meets post-war Soviet art at the NI HQ of the 
Transport & General Workers Union (TGWU). The striking 
façade features a huge mural depicting giant marching men, 
an airplane and a ship - each representing Belfast’s engineer-
ing heyday. The TGWU plans to vacate this listed building 
so don’t be surprised if it eventually becomes yet another 
achingly fashionable designer bar. Meanwhile, it could do with 
a good clean. Q J

Van Morrison’s House G-3, 125 Hyndford St, M4. 
Belfast’s grumpiest son, blues singer Van Morrison, once 
lived in a two-up, two-down terrace in the east of the city. So 
taken was he by his childhood haunt, that he immortalised it 
in the song On Hyndford Street. Cyprus Avenue is just a short 
stroll away (and also home to Ian Paisley). Born George Ivan 
Morrison in 1945, ‘Van the Man’ went on to achieve worldwide 
success with hits such as Brown Eyed Girl, Gloria and Have I 
Told You Lately That I Love You. The former home is privately 
owned but proudly displays a small brass plaque put there 
by the Belfast Blues Appreciation Society. True to form, the 
surly songster took umbrage at this modest tribute, citing 
‘invasion of privacy’. What a legend. EB

Cathedrals & Churches
St. Anne’s Cathedral C-1, Lower Donegall St, tel. 
(+44) (0)28 9032 8332, www.belfastcathedral.
org. Dating back to 1776, the original St. Anne’s Church 
was demolished in 1903 making way for a new Hiberno-
Romanesque-style Cathedral of Belfast. The foundation 
stone was laid in 1899 and the cathedral built in five stages 
across two centuries. The West Front, featuring Ireland’s 
largest Celtic cross, was completed in 1927 and dedicated 
to the victims of World War I. Though dedicated to St. Anne, 
Mother of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Cathedral was origi-
nally named after Lady Anne Hamilton, wife of the founder 
of the original Parish Church. The Anglican Cathedral often 
holds inter-church services and past visitors have included 
Royalty and Heads of State. It is also the burial place of 
Unionist MP Lord Carson, regarded as the founding father 
of the NI state. The Cathedral was extensively refurbished 
in 1998 and, in 2007, a stainless steel ‘Spire of Hope’ 
was added to the roof, rising 72m from the ground and 
providing Belfast’s skyline with a shiny new landmark. Q 
Sunday services 10:00, 11:00, 15:30. Also open Mon-Fri 
10:00 - 16:00. J

St. Peter’s Roman Catholic Cathedral A-2, St. Peter’s 
Square, off Falls Rd, M10, tel. (+44) (0)28 9032 7573, 
www.stpeterscathedralbelfast.com. This neo-Gothic twin-
spired Cathedral off Falls Road was built in 1866 for the city’s 
increasing Catholic population. The building was designed in 
1860 by Father Jeremiah McAuley, a trained Belfast architect 
prior to entering Orders, and completed in 1866. Its magnificent 
twin spires were added in 1886 and dominate West Belfast’s 
skyline. The tower holds a carillon of 11 bells and, following 
major restoration, the cathedral now boasts fine examples of 
high Victorian Gothic decoration. Q Sun Mass 09:00, 11:00 
and 19:00. WB

First Presbyterian Church C-1, Rosemary St, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9024 6609, www.nspresbyterian.org. This grand old 
church dates back to 1783, making it the city’s oldest surviv-
ing place of worship. Noted among the congregation were the 
Harland family (of shipyard fame) who sat in pew no. 57. Titanic 
designer Thomas Andrews and his wife Helen also attended 
services within its ornate interior. Free musical recitals are 
held throughout the summer every Wed at 13:30. Q Open 
Wed 10:00 - 12:00. Sun service 10:30. J

Unfortunately only the chosen few can take the lift to their 
summit for spectacular views across the city. So, for now, 
resign yourself to enjoying Belfast’s most iconic landmarks 
from ground level. EB

Lagan Weir D-1, 1 Donegall Quay, tel. (+44) (0)28 9031 
5304, www.laganside.com/laganweir.asp. The concrete 
walkway spanning the city’s river from the docks to the Odys-
sey complex is more than a mere footbridge. Built in 1994, 
the Lagan Weir pioneered riverside rejuvenation by controlling 
water levels and helping to clean up the dirty old river. At night 
it is floodlit in neon blue, inspiring some amusing sorts to call 
it the city’s biggest counterfeit machine. The Lookout is the 
embarkation point for the Lagan Boat Tours... spot the Big 
Fish sculpture and you’re there. Q J

Queen’s University B-4, University Rd, M7, tel. 
(+44) (0)28 9097 5252, www.qub.ac.uk/vcentre. 
Designed by Charles Lanyon and opened in 1849, this gothic 
masterpiece is said to be based on Oxford University’s 
Magdalen College. Regarded as one of the best universi-
ties in the British Isles, its Chancellor, former US Senator 
George Mitchell, was a major architect of the Good Friday 
Agreement. Famous alumni include President of Ireland 
Mary McAleese, Nobel Prize-winning poet Seamus Heaney 
and scientist Lord Kelvin whose statue is in nearby Botanic 
Gardens.  Pick up the free, informative walking tour leaflet 
at the Queen’s Welcome Centre where you can also buy a 
range of Irish and QUB-branded souvenirs. Guided tours on 
request, adult £5, children free.QOpen 09:30 - 16:30, Sun 
10:00 - 13:00.  SB

Royal Courts of Justice and Laganside Courts 
D-2, Chichester St, www.courtsni.gov.uk. These op-
posing buildings, one old and one new, have played a pivotal 
process in N. Ireland’s judicial system, not least through 
the Troubles. Opened in 1933 (and provided by the British 
Government’s partitionist 1920 Government of Ireland Act) 
the Royal Courts house the High Court, Court of Appeal 
and Crown Court. Designed in recessional-imperial style, 
its Portland Stone facade is dominated by large Corinthian 
columns and 13 imposing bays, the central three of which 
are recessed to form a porch. Look out for the newer door 
with bronze reliefs bearing thought-provoking quotes. The 
Laganside Courts stand on what was once the site of a 
livestock market, then fire station, opposite Belfast’s original 
Town Hall. The large contemporary 2002 building houses 
six Crown, five County and five Magistrates Courts. Outside 
both courts, in an area once cut off to the general public for 
security reasons, is a landscaped pedestrianised area with 
lawn and seating.Q J

Stormont Estate and Parliament Building off H-3, 
Upr Newtownards Rd, M4, tel. (+44) (0)28 9052 1362, 
www.niassembly.gov.uk. This 164-hectare public park 
provides an awesome setting for one of NI’s most iconic 
landmarks. Climb the steps for an up-close gaze at the im-
posing Portland Stone structure and some great city views. 
Parliament Building was opened by Edward, Prince of Wales 
in 1932 and is home to the restored NI Assembly. The 
building stands at the top of the mile-long Prince of Wales 
Avenue behind a statue of Lord Edward Carson (Unionist MP 
regarded as the founding father of the NI State). It is topped 
by the figure Britannia, and nearby is Reconciliation, a 
small water sculpture depicting a couple embracing across 
a divide. Tours are only available by arrangement with an 
MLA (Member of the Legislative Assembly), but you may be 
able to venture into the main hall and purchase a Stormont 
souvenir from the bespoke shop. The park has toilet facili-
ties and a fantastic children’s play area.  EB

Martyr’s Memorial Free Presbyterian Church G-3, 
356 Ravenhill Rd, tel. (+44) (0)28 9045 7106, www.
ianpaisley.org. There is one reason, and one reason alone, 
to visit this large, austere ‘60’s church and that is to see former 
First Minister and Unionist political heavyweight the Rev Ian 
Paisley strut his spiritual stuff. Love him or loathe him, ‘Big Ian’ 
is a larger than life presence in NI’s history, though these days 
his fiery oration has been somewhat tempered by the pass-
ing years. The large clock above the door heralds the warning 
‘Time Is Short’ so you’d better get moving. Q Sun services 
11:30, 19:00. EB

Sinclair Seaman‘s Church F-2, Corporation Square, 
tel. (+44) (0)28 9071 5997. Next door to the Belfast Har-
bour Commissioner‘s Office is this unique maritime-inspired 
church. Built in 1853 as a tribute to the city‘s seafaring 
traditions, its interior features a pulpit shaped like a ship‘s 
bow, the bell from 19th Century-built battleship HMS Hood 
and lifeboat-shaped collection boxes. Q Sun service 11:00 
and 18:30. J

St George’s Parish Church C-1, High St, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9023 1275, www.stgeorges.connor.anglican.org. 
Just across from the leaning Albert Clock stands the city’s 
oldest church. Originally the site of two earlier churches, St. 
George’s was opened in 1816 and is steeped in history. Oliver 
Cromwell’s troops used its roof lead for musket balls and King 
William lll attended a service in June 1690 en route to the 
Boyne. The chair in which he allegedly sat is still in use. Q 
Sun services 08:30, 10:00, 11:00 & 17:00. J

St. Malachy’s Roman Catholic Church C-3, 24 Al-
fred St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9032 1713, www.stmalachys.
org. Built in 1844 in Tudor-Gothic style, St. Malachy’s was 
once described by former poet-laureate Sir John Betjeman 

as ‘a many coloured cavern’. Its eye-catching exterior of red 
bricks topped with pink-painted octagonal turrets gives way 
to a whimsical plasterwork interior resembling a draped lace 
handkerchief. The church’s bell turret, once the city’s largest, 
was removed in 1868 to stop the ringing disturbing whiskey 
maturation at the adjacent Dunville distillery. Perhaps they 
should have called the whiskey Bell’s: Q Sun Mass 09:30 
and 11:30. J

Parks, Gardens and Mountains
Botanic Gardens B-5, Stranmillis Rd, M8, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9032 4902, www.belfastcity.gov.uk/parks. 
This meeting place for the city’s students, families and 
couples first opened in 1895. Its grounds are a profusion 
of colourful flowerbeds, expansive lawns and magnificent 
trees. Take a steamy jungle walk in the Tropical Ravine or 
marvel at the collection of outstanding tropical flora in the 
iron-and-glass Victorian Palm House. The Ulster Museum 
and a statue of Victorian scientist Lord Kelvin are located 
within the grounds. 

Belfast Castle F-1, Antrim Rd, M1, tel. (+44) (0)28 9077 
6925, www.belfastcastle.co.uk. Beneath Napoleon’s Nose 
on Cavehill (see listing, right) nestles this 19th century Scottish 
Baronial-style building presented to the city in 1934 by the 
philanthropic Shaftesbury family. Weekends are often awash 
with traditional white weddings, so wish the happy couple ‘good 
luck’ then go explore the manicured grounds with their cute Cat 
Garden, stunning city views and children’s adventure playground. 
Apres stroll, indulge in high tea in the restaurant or rummage 
around the quaint antique shop. The interpretive centre contains 
info on the surrounding flora and fauna, Castle wedding pics from 
yesteryear and a moveable roofcam affording close-up views of 
those city sights.Q LK NB

50 what to see

Project supported by North Belfast
Community Action Unit. Tour not
suitable for very young children.

*Terms & conditions apply.

Get a glimpse of life inside – with a guided
tour of Crumlin Road Gaol.
Saturday: 10.00am–3.15pm (final tour); 
Sunday: 11.00am–3.30pm (final tour)

Admission: Adult – £5.00; Group (per person)* – £3.00;
Concessions* – Free

ADMISSION STRICTLY BY TICKET ONLY from 
Belfast Welcome Centre, 47 Donegall Place, Belfast. 

Telephone: 028 9024 6609
Email: welcomecentre@belfastvisitor.com
Web: www.gotobelfast.com

Opening now extended until
13 December 2009.
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Belfast Zoo F-1, Antrim Rd, M1, tel. (+44) (0)28 9077 
6277, www.belfastzoo.co.uk. Over 1200 animals populate 
the 55 acre Cavehill setting of NI’s top fee-paying visitor attrac-
tion. Among the 140 species living in its natural woodland habitat 
are ‘Big Cats’, primates, giraffes, zebras, elephants, penguins and 
sea lions. The Zoo also takes part in almost 100 international 
breeding programmes designed to save endangered animals 
from extinction. A new Rainforest House, Bird Park, visitor centre 
and souvenir shop - as well as some of the city’s best views - add 
to a memorable day out. And lots of year-round fun and events 
give children (and adults!) a greater understanding of the Zoo’s 
inhabitants. Some gradients are steep, and much of the Zoo is 
outdoors, so wear appropriate footwear and clothing. Q Daily 
10:00-16:00. Last admission 14:30. Adult £8.30, Child (4-17) 
£4.40, conc. free. Family tickets also available. LK NB

Cave Hill Country Park F-1, Antrim Rd, M1, www.
belfastcity.gov.uk. Belfast’s most striking backdrop looms 
dramatically above the north of the city. Its craggy skyline rises 
360m to the sheer cliff face of McArt’s Fort, named after 16th 
Century chieftain Art O’Neill. This prominent landmark’s in-
stantly recognisable silhouette is known locally as Napoleon’s 
Nose, and the hill itself is pockmarked with those eponymous 
caves. Marked trails, suitable for all walking levels (we suggest 
you start your energetic stroll from Belfast Castle), guide you 
to the summit for unparalleled views stretching all the way to 
the Mountains of Mourne - it’s as though a map of Northern 
Ireland has been unfolded before your eyes. NB

Divis & Black Mountain (478m & 390m) off E-3, Divis 
Rd, tel. (+44) (0)28 9049 1002, www.ntni.org.uk. These 
twin peaks of limestone and basalt dominate West and North 
West Belfast’s skyline. A BBC Transmitter masts sits atop 
Divis whose Irish name translates as black back. Thanks to 
a transfer in ownership in 2004 from the Ministry of Defence 
(who used it for army training and, allegedly, surveillance) to 
the National Trust, Belfast’s highest peaks are now open to the 
public. The Trust has uncovered 2000 acres rich in biodiversity 
and archaeological interest, as well as constructing signs, 
paths and the Long Barn visitor centre. Walkers should be 
aware that this no Sunday stroll, though, and sudden changes 
in the weather can make conditions very treacherous. Ensure 
you come prepared- wear wellies and wet-weather gear and 
let someone know where you’re heading. To get there take a 
Metro bus, walk or drive to the Upper Springfield Rd. entrance, 
then trek to the summit for amazing views stretching as far as 
Scotland on a clear day. Q L 

Lagan Valley Regional Park Off F-4, www.laganvalley.
co.uk. This tranquil series of parklands runs for 18km along the 
River Lagan between Belfast’s Stranmillis and the neighbouring 
city of Lisburn. A network of walks, running and cycling paths trans-
ports visitors through a myriad of heritage sites, nature reserves, 
parkland and riverside trails: there’s no dreamier way to spend a 
sunny afternoon. Features include: Giant’s Ring This 2700BC 
late Neolithic site is Belfast’s very own small-scale Stonehenge 
and Ireland’s largest ritual enclosure. The 200m-diameter site 
is enclosed by a 3m-high circular earthwork with five entrance 
gaps: climb to the top for great views of the surrounding city and 
countryside. In the centre of the earthwork stands a megalithic 
chamber with five standing stones and a tilted capstone. Experts 
believe the site was originally a meeting place or cult centre, and 
records indicate it was an 18th century venue for horse races. 
Shaw’s Bridge This five-arched stone bridge was built in 1709 
with stones most likely taken from the ruins of a nearby fort. It 
was originally an oak bridge built by Captain Shaw in 1655 to 
allow Oliver Cromwell’s gunners to cross the River Lagan. Today 
it attracts young romantics, families and dog walkers content to 
soak up its peaceful atmosphere, enjoy a Mr Whippy ice cream 
or head for the nearby Lock Keeper’s Cottage cafe.

Sir Thomas and Lady Dixon Park off F-4, Upper Malone 
Rd, tel. (+44) (0)28 9027 0467, www.belfastcity.gov.uk. 
This fantastic 48-hectare oasis, on the southern outskirts of 
the city, is a sweeping sea of rolling lawns and swaying trees 
and a masterclass in floral landscaping. Its main building, 19th 
century Wilmont House, was taken over by the Dixons in 1919 
and bequeathed to the ‘citizens of Belfast’ by Lady Dixon upon 
her death in 1959. From June to September its spectacular 
rose garden hosts the world-renowned International Rose 
Trials, when over 45,000 roses from around the world are put 
on display and a selection judged by a panel of international 
experts. Get there now and indulge your olfactory senses in a 
heady concoction of full-on floral aromas. Q LK

Museums & Galleries
Belfast Exposed C-1, 23 Donegall St, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9023 0965, www.belfastexposed.org. NI’s only 
dedicated photography gallery is a favourite haunt of the 
city’s art students and another cool creative space in the 
thriving Cathedral Quarter. The gallery runs contemporary 
community-based and international photography exhibitions 
and houses over half a million archived images. Screenings 
and talks take place year-round. QOpen 11:00 - 17:00, Sun 
11:00 - 16:00. Closed Mon. J

Belfast Print Workshop C-1, Cotton Court, 30 Waring 
St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9023 1323, www.belfastprintwork-
shop.org.uk. Located in a beautifully renovated warehouse in 
Belfast’s artisan Cathedral Quarter, the building’s exterior is 
dominated by a dramatic steel and mosaic modern art sculp-
ture. Inside, the gallery and workshop is dedicated to local 
artists working across various printmaking media. QOpen 
10:00 - 17:30, Sun 11:00 - 16:00. Closed Sat. J

Northern Ireland War Memorial Home Front Exhibi-
tion C-1, 21 Talbot St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9032 0392, www.
niwarmemorial.org. This small exhibition beside St. Anne’s 
Cathedral recalls the ravages of WW2 - both on the battlefield 
and during the Belfast Blitz. Artwork features strongly and at-

tention is drawn to NI’s wartime links with the USA. Soldiers’ 
artefacts on display include a first aid haversack with playing 
cards, a packet of cigarettes and a Bible. Uniform-clad man-
nequins, shiny medals, propaganda posters and pieces of 
anti-aircraft shells are also on show. The most evocative 
display, however, is a revolving reel naming each of the 1000 
men, women and children who died during the 1941 Belfast 
Blitz. A WW2 war veteran is usually on hand, so stop for a chat 
to learn more about the role Belfast played in this pivotal period 
of world history.  QOpen Mon-Fri 10:30 - 16:30. J

Ormeau Baths Gallery C-3, 18a Ormeau Ave, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9032 1402, www.ormeaubaths.co.uk. Belfast’s scaled-
down Tate is housed in a former Victorian public bathhouse. The 
exterior retains all its original features while the interior has been 
swathed in white to accommodate the changing exhibitions across 
its four galleries. Stock up on arty mags and coffee table tomes at 
the adhoc book shop. Definitely worth a visit when you feel reality 
closing in... QOpen 10:00 - 17:30. Closed Mon, Sun. J

Ulster Folk and Transport Museum L-3, 153 Bangor Rd, 
Cultra, Holywood, tel. (+44) (0)28 9042 8428, www.uftm.
org.uk. Stroll through this outdoor collection of lovingly-restored 
18th century buildings and let the costumed guides bring history 
to life. The transport section houses an impressive collection of 
steam trains, railway memorabilia, planes and horse carriages. 
Highlights include a somewhat dilapidated DeLorean sports 
car, made in Belfast and star of the Back to the Future films, 
and a Titanic exhibition. The Museum is 11kms east of the city 
centre on the main A2 Belfast to Bangor Road. The nearest rail 
station is Cultra Halt. Q Open Tue-Fri 10:00 - 16:00, Sat and 
Sun 11:00 - 16:00. Combined Folk & Transport tickets: Adults 
£7.50, conc. £4, U5 free. Family and individual museum tickets 
also available. LK

Libraries & Archives
Central Library and Newspaper Library C-1, Royal 
Ave, tel. (+44) (0)28 9050 9150, www.ni-libraries.net. 
This red sandstone and black granite building was opened 
in 1888 - the same year Belfast achieved city status. The 
grand staircase and first floor Reading Room with fine domed 
ceiling are worth a peek. Should you be inspired to peruse 

the tomes, head for the particularly renowned Belfast Ulster 
and Irish Studies Library and Music Library. And the N3spaper 
Library, along the side, is a gem of a place. housing NI’s largest 
collection of local and Irish newspapers, some dating back to 
the 1700s. Chapter One cafe and regular events and exhibi-
tions will feed the body and mind. Internet access is payable 
for non-members (ID required).  QOpen 09:00 - 20:00, Fri 
09:00 - 17:30, Sat 09:00 - 16:30. Closed Sun. JRK

Linen Hall Library C-2, 17 Donegall Square North, tel. 
(+44) (0)28 9032 1707, www.linenhall.com. Founded 
in 1788, Belfast’s oldest library is a focal point for the city’s 
cultural community. Join the saints and scholars as they leaf 
through the books or simply enjoy those fantastic views 
across the City Hall. If you’re into the history of the Troubles, 
seek out its unrivalled Northern Ireland Political Collection of 
books, posters, leaflets and propaganda. A gift shop, cafe, 
tours, readings and lectures all add to the library’s effortless 
charm. QOpen 09:30 - 17:30, Thu 09:30 - 19:00, Sat 09:30 
- 16:00. Closed Sun. JK
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C-1, Switch Room, 84-94 Great Patrick St, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9033 0920, www.goldenthreadgallery.co.uk. 
On the fringes of the Cathedral Quarter stands this red 
brick building, once the site of the city’s electricity switch 
room, whose ground floor houses one of Belfast’s coolest 
art galleries. The stark concrete interior lends itself per-
fectly to changing exhibitions of paintings, photography 
and installations. You’ll usually find students from the 
nearby art college contemplating the contemporary local 
pieces and scribbling a few inspirational notes. Find the 
Gallery 2mins walk from the back of St. Anne’s Cathedral 
and the new Ramada Encore Hotel, and beside Beggs & 
Partners bathroom showroom. QOpen Tues-Fri 10:30 - 
17:30, Sat  & Sun 10:30 - 16:30. J

Gallery 
18 Sept -  7 Nov: THE VISUAL FORCE
Collective Histories of Northern Irish Art
Curated by Dr. Slavka Sverakova, The Visual Force is 
the sixth instalment in the series Collective Histories of 
Northern Irish Art.
Taking renowned German artisi Joseph Beuys’ 1974 visit 
to Belfast as a starting point, the exhibition looks at the 
works of artists across three generations, and whose 
works were in some way landmarks in their field.
Twenty-one artists are featured, with works including instal-
lation, film, photography, painting, drawing and sculpture. 
Given the ephemeral nature of some of the works, the 
exhibition will include a mixture of original pieces and some 
remade especially for the exhibition.
Dr. Slavka Sverakova has been an influential member of the 
Northern Irish arts scene since she moved here in 1975. A 
former academic, Sverakova currently writes for a number 
of Irish arts publications, including Circa and Fortnight.
The Visual Force exhibition is accompanied by an illustrated 
publication with forward by gallery director Peter Richards, 
and essay by Dr. Sverakova.

20 Nov - 9 Jan: Kevin Atherton & Alan Hughes 
Simultaenous Solo Shows

Project Space
1 - 18 Oct: Emma Donaldson
5 - 16 Nov: Keith Winter

Golden Thread Gallery

F-4, 76 Stranmillis Rd, M8, tel. (+44) (0)28 9022 
2727, www.canvasgalleries.com. Big art for bold walls 
dominate this gallery space on studenty yet chi-chi Stranmillis 
Road. Work from emerging and established contemporary 
artists is exhibited and available for sale, from the elusive 
Banksy to local art stars Neil Shawcross and Terry Bradley. 
The shop‘s bespoke, efficient framing service is a boon if 
you need your art displayed well and in a hurry. 

CHRISTMAS 200 @ CANVAS ART EXPO
Thurs 26 Nov - Christmas 09
Bag yourself a beautiful piece of art and help Marie Curie 
Cancer into the bargain at this unique creative event. The 
exhibition, in association with the Marie Curie Cancer Care, 
aims to raise £10,000 for the charity by donating £50 from 
each painting sold. Two hundred pieces of original art - each 
especially created for the event - from 100 artists will each 
be sold for £250. And the money raised will provide valuable 
funding for the Marie Curie Cancer Foundation. With live mu-
sic and wine reception, and all for a good cause, Christmas 
shopping has never felt so good. QOpen 09:30 - 17:30, 
Thu 09:30 - 20:00, Sat 09:30 - 17:00. Closed Sun.

Canvas Galleries
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Public Record Office of Northern Ireland (PRONI) 
F-4, 66 Balmoral Ave, tel. (+44) (0)28 9025 5905, www.
proni.gov.uk. Trace your NI roots at PRONI where thousands 
of documents of value to family historians are stored in its 
archives, including church records, valuation books and maps, 
school records and workhouse registers. PRONI’s website 
provides lots of information on how to research your family 
history. And its new index to wills (1858-c.1920) of deceased 
persons in NI means you can find out if your great-granddad 
left a will or trace the wills of well-known figures such as 
Thomas Andrews, a director of the shipbuilding firm of Harland 
& Wolff, who perished with the Titanic in 1912. QOpen 09:00 
- 16:45, Thur 10:00 - 20:45. Closed Sat, Sun. Last request 
for documents 16:15 (Thur 18:30). Check ahead for Thurs 
late opening. Photo ID required.

Bus Tours 
Belfast City Sightseeing Bus Tour Castle Place, 
tel. (+44) (0)28 9045 9035 www.belfastcitysightsee-
ing.com This open-top bus takes a 90min, 8km round-trip 
along some of the city’s most impressive and evocative 
sights and includes 19 hop-on/hop-off points. Starting at 
Castle Place (C-1), the tour dips into the Titanic Quarter - 
with a new stop at the Thompson Pump House - and (until 
14:00) glides past Stormont before heading West to the 
Shankill and Falls Roads. The return leg passes through 
the sedate Queen’s Quarter, before heading back to base. 
The commentary is as entertaining as it is enlightening, 
with the guides cracking Troubles-related jokes only a lo-
cal could get away with. You can also see the city by bus, 
boat and guided walks and save money with a combined 
ticket. Dept. 10:00 - 16:30. Bus £12.50/10.50. Family 
(2+3) £31, U4 free.  GC

D-1, Odyssey Pavilion, 2 Queen’s Quay, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9046 7700, www.w5online.co.uk. NI’s only 
science and discovery centre has over 160 interactive 
exhibits across several spacious levels, and a changing 
programme of workshops and events. Its location in 
the Odyssey Pavilion affords fantastic views across the 
Harland & Wolff shipyard. Great fun for young Einsteins 
and a learning experience at any age. QOpen 10:00 - 
17:00, Fri, Sat 10:00 - 18:00, Sun 12:00 - 18:00. Last 
admission 1hr before closing. Adults £6.80, 3-15 £4.90, 
Conc. £5.40, U3 free. Family and season ticket rates 
available. LK

Hallowe’en Monster Lab
Sat 24 Oct - Sun 1 Nov, 14:00 - 16:00 daily
Visit the mad professor’s laboratory... and dare to dip 
your digits into the castle’s shadowy nooks and crev-
ices to discover what creatures lurk within. But please, 
tread carefully – you wouldn’t want to wake the monster, 
would you?

Special Halloween Events
Spooky Snappers
Sat 24 – Tues 27 Oct, 11:00 - 12:00
Using simple paper engineering techniques make a 
horrifying Halloween snapping creature to frighten your 
family and friends.
Halloween Masks
Wed 28 - Sat 31 Oct, 11:00 - 12:00
Make a frightening W5 creature mask in this simple 
make-and-take activity.

W5 - whowhatwherewhenwhy 

After two years - and £17m - Thurs 22 Oct has been 
confirmed as the opening date for the revamped Ulster 
Museum. The Botanic Gardens building has been 
completely transformed, with three new learning zones in 
history, art and science and a high-level gallery displaying 
the museum’s unique collection of glass, ceramics, silver 
and jewellery. There will also be a brand new restaurant 
with a terrace leading out into the Gardens.
First glance for visitors is a 23m high atrium area with 
glass and steel walkways leading into history, art and 
science galleries. And a giant, four-level tall Window 
on Our World display houses iconic museum objects, 
including the Edmontosaurus dinosaur – the island of 
Ireland’s most complete real dinosaur fossil on display. 
The state-of-the-art display tower will also project 360 
degree images, with accompanying audio, onto the 
gallery’s four walls.
The museum reopens with the exhibition, Constantinople 
or the Sensual Concealed: The Imagery of Sean 
Scully. This major retrospective of the globally acclaimed 
Dublin-born abstract artist runs until Feb 2010 and 
signals the museum’s ambitions to host landmark 
international shows.
And, of course, the opening sees the return of the 
mummy. The 7th century BC mummified body of 
Takabuti - a wealthy married woman from Thebes - is 
the must-see ‘Mona Lisa’ of the museum’s collection. 
Takabuti was the first mummy to be exhibited outside 
Egypt and is the only one in N. Ireland. Her remains were 
brought here in 1835, and now Belfast’s most famous 
resident will be the centrepiece of a new display exploring 
life and death in ancient Egypt. And look out, too, for an 
upcoming BBC NI documentary that delves into the real 
story of Takabuti - footage from the programme will also 
feature in the museum’s display.
The Ulster Museum’s opening date coincides with the 
80th anniversary of its officially opening in 1929, when 
it was then known as the Belfast Municipal Museum & 
Art Gallery. There will undoubtedly be huge interest in 
October’s unveiling, so join the curious crowds and enjoy 
exploring the latest city landmark to get a magnificent 
make-over. Oh, and even better, it’s all completely free. 
Opening hours: Tues-Sun 10:00 - 17:00. For more info, 
visit www.nmni.com.

Ulster Museum re-opens too

It’s been a long time coming, but Belfast City Hall, the city’s 
grand architectural dame, is re-opening to the public in 
October after a massive £11m refurbishment.
The 103-year-old city centre landmark was closed for 
two years while essential repair work, such as re-roofing 
and asbestos removal, was carried out - so to say that 
anticipation is high for its re-launch is like admitting that 
Belfast folk are a bit partial to the odd slice of soda bread.    
Two weeks of activities and events, from Sat 17 - Sat 31 
Oct, will officially mark the return of our favourite Baroque 
Revival civic building, and many of them are free - yay.
There’ll be tours, talks, exhibitions and theatre - check out 
Strike! presented by the Irish Congress of Trade Unions (Tue 
27 Oct, 19:30) - along with musical events, culture nights, 
events for senior citizens, movies and music. 
Workshops and activities for kids precede a carnival 
procession along Royal Avenue on Sat 17  (12:00 - 16:00) so 
let’s hope that, literally, it doesn’t rain on their parade.
The following afternoon, the Family Fun Day (12:00 - 16:00) 
offers circus entertainment, face painting, storytelling and 
the always-popular (never not) Baby Rave - glo sticks at the 
ready, toddlers.     
The City Hall cinema (it’s temporary, for the duration of 
the opening events) will be showing daily screenings of 
classic films, local shorts and movies for kids including To 
Kill a Mockingbird (Sat 17 Oct, 13:00); the Abba-tastic 
Mamma Mia! (Sun 18 Oct, 19:00); Belfast-set Odd Man 
Out (Wed 21 Oct, 19:00) and local punk scene docu-flick 
Shellshock Rock (Fri 30 Oct, 13:00) - tickets are free but 
you have to book.
You want diversity? You got it. There’s an Irish evening (Tue 
20, 19:30 - 22:00) featuring music and literature, an already 
sold-out Ulster Scots bash (Wed 21, 19:30 - 22:00) and an 
event celebrating both the Hindu festival of Diwali and the 
ancient Celtic holiday, Samhain, marking summer’s end on 
Sat 24 Oct (14:00 - 18:00 - see p.13 for more info).
Of course it wouldn’t be a proper Belfast bash without a good 
tune, so listen out for local acts Oppenheimer and Mojo 
Fury at the all-ages Music Night (Sat 17, 19:00 - 22:00) or 
appreciate the beats at the Red Bull DJ Showcase in the 
City Hall grounds on the afternoon of Hallowe’en, Sat 31 Oct 
(13:00 - 16:00, free, no tickets required).
You can find out how to trace your Belfast ancestors at a talk 
given by the Ulster Historical Foundation on Wed 28 Oct 
(19:00) or see what local art students have been up to at 
an exhibition of their work (17-31 Oct). 
Also worth checking out is the new coffee shop, named - 
after a public vote - The Bobbin, in honour of the spindle 
used in linen industry looms. The city was once called 
Linenopolis, after all.
You need to book tickets for events, even most of the free 
ones, at the Belfast Welcome Centre, Donegall Place, tel. 
(+44) (0)28 9024 6609 unless otherwise stated.

Belfast City Hall re-opens
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Belfast dates back to the early 17th century and, although 
a relatively young settlement, is Northern Ireland’s largest, 
and the island of Ireland’s second largest, city. The name 
’Belfast’ comes from the Gaelic ’Beal Feirste’ (’mouth of 
the sandy ford’).

1641-49 & 1688-90 Two major Catholic risings are 
put down, first by English Protestant revolutionary Oliver 
Cromwell, then the Dutch King William lll of Orange. The 
fledgling Protestant plantation is secured and Ireland 
becomes firmly British.
18th Century Belfast becomes a major linen-producing 
centre, earning the tag Linenopolis. 
19th Century Belfast experiences a ’golden age’ under 
Queen Victoria. The Harland & Wolff shipyard is founded in 
1862 and city status is granted in 1888. Belfast becomes 
one of the world’s leading industrial cities and most of 
its great buildings are constructed. The 1847 Famine re-
awakens Irish Catholic Nationalism. 
Early 20th Century In May 1911 RMS Titanic is launched 
from Harland & Wolff. The following year the White Star liner 
sinks on its maiden voyage, killing over 1500 passengers.
1912 The Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF) is formed and 
Unionists sign the Ulster Covenant, pledging to militarily 
fight Home Rule. 
1914-1918 The UVF, and most of the Irish Volunteers, 
joins up to fight for Britain - both hoping to gain support 
for their causes. In 1916 Ulster Divisions suffer heavy 
causalities at the Battle of the Somme. 
1921 Following the 1919-21 Irish War of Independence, 
six of Ireland’s 32 counties remain British and the state - or 
Province - is named Northern Ireland. Belfast becomes its 
capital city and the Unionist-controlled government oversees 
direct rule from the purpose-built Stormont. 
1941 Belfast Blitz. During WW2, the city is bombed three 
times by the German Luftwaffe, killing 955 people and 
destroying 3,200 homes. Northern Ireland becomes a 
staging post for over 300,000 American GIs.
1968 The Civil Rights movement grows as Nationalists 
protest Unionist bias at Stormont. The British Army is 
deployed in the streets of Belfast and Derry.

The Troubles
1971 August 9 Internment, or imprisonment without trial, 
is introduced. The city experiences a week of intense fighting 
as massive gun battles break out across North and West 
Belfast. December 4 15 people, including two children, are 
killed in a UVF bomb attack on McGurk’s bar in North Belfast. 
It is the first major atrocity of the ’Troubles’.
1972 January 30 Bloody Sunday. During a Civil Rights 
march through the streets of Derry 14 unarmed civilians are 
shot dead by British troops. Both internment and Bloody 
Sunday ensure increased support for the IRA. Meanwhile, the 
British government introduces direct rule from London.
1972 July 21 Bloody Friday. Nine people die when, 
without warning, 21 IRA bombs explode across Belfast in 
just over an hour. 
1981 Bobby Sands and nine other IRA and INLA prisoners 
die after going on Hunger Strike at the Maze Prison in protest 
at the removal of political prisoner status. 
1985 November 15 The British and Irish governments 
sign the Anglo Irish Agreement, giving the Republic of Ireland 
a greater say in NI affairs. 
1988 Three IRA members are killed in March 6 by the SAS 
in Gibraltar. During their funerals loyalist Michael Stone 
launches a gun and grenade attack killing three mourners. 
At the funeral of one of Stone’s victims, two British Army 
corporals inadvertently drive into the cortege and are 

ambushed by an angry mob and shot dead by the IRA. 
Early 90s Violence continues on both sides as both the 
British and Irish governments attempt to break the political 
impasse.

The Peace Process
1994 August 31 The IRA announces ’a complete 
cessation of military operations’. The Combined Loyalist 
Military Command follows on 13th October. 
1995 Security measures are relaxed and troop numbers 
reduced throughout Belfast and NI.
1998 The Good Friday Agreement is voted in by 71% of 
the population. It marks a new power-sharing Assembly, 
early release of all paramilitary prisoners and looks toward 
withdrawal of British troops and decommissioning of 
paramilitary weapons. August 15 IRA dissidents plant a 
bomb in Omagh killing 29 people making it the single worst 
atrocity in the history of the Troubles. November 30 US 
President Clinton pays an historic visit to NI.
2000 February 11 The Assembly is suspended following 
the breakdown of decommissioning talks. May 27 The 
UUP re-enters the power-sharing Assembly despite no 
IRA decommissioning. Devolved power is restored two 
days later.
2000 December Belfast’s landmark Odyssey Millennium 
project opens, heralding major redevelopment of the historic 
Titanic Quarter. 
2002 October 14 Devolution is suspended at midnight 
and direct rule returns to London. 
2005 May 5 At the UK General Election the DUP and Sinn 
Fein strengthen their positions as NI’s two major political 
parties. July The IRA formally orders an end to its armed 
campaign.
2005 November 25 Belfast-born football legend George 
Best dies in a London hospital aged 59 after a long battle 
with alcoholism. The former Manchester United and Northern 
Ireland player was laid to rest in his native city on Saturday 
3 December.
2007 March 26 Following local elections, and in an historic 
face-to-face meeting, DUP leader Ian Paisley and Sinn Féin 
leader Gerry Adams announce the restoration of the NI 
Assembly on May 8. Paisley becomes First Minister and Sinn 
Féin’s Martin McGuinness Deputy First Minister.
2008 May Having founded the party in 1971, Ian Paisley 
steps down as leader of the DUP and, therefore, First 
Minister. He is succeeded by Peter Robinson. 

Reconciliation, Stormont Estate
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In a part of Bel fast where two cultures collide, tourism 
bodies are working together to revitalise the area and 
make it visitor-friendly. Lots of tourists want to see for 
themselves the recent political history of this divided 
city and, in doing so, are often surprised at just how 
close these two communities sit... the Unionist Shankill 
and Nationalist Falls side-by-side, divided only by a 
Peace Line. With both sides making a concerted effort 
to attract visitors, it’s worth taking time out from the 
main attractions to visit these vibrant areas. Hop off 
the Open Top Bus or take a Metro bus or Black Taxi 
and explore at your leisure. It could be the best day 
out you’ll have. 

Falls Road E/F-2/3. M10 Bi-lingual street signs 
and flu t tering Irish flags are the first things visi tors 
often notice when they walk along the Falls. The area 
is becoming known as the Gaeltacht Quarter, with many 
shops and businesses offering Irish-language service 
and accepting Euros. Of the road’s many historical and 
poli tical murals, the most photographed is on the side 
of the Sinn Fein offices and features IRA hunger striker 
Bobby Sands. 

Cultúrlann McAdam Ó Fiaich E-3, 216 Falls Rd, 
tel. (+44) (0)28 9096 4180, www.culturlann.com. 
First stop for all tourists has to be this landmark building 
where the Irish language plays a central role in cul ture 
and the ar ts. Housed in a former Presbyterian church 
and named after two 19th-century protagonists of the 
Irish language revival, the centre was established in 
1991 and has a restaurant, theatre, ar t gallery, book & 
gi ft shop and monthly céilí (tradi tional Irish music and 
dancing sessions). Cul turlann provides the focal point 
for August’s West Belfast Festival and is also the official 
West Bel fast tourist information point. Ask the friendly 
staff about events, tours, ar t trails and accommodation 
in the ci ty and beyond. GC

City Cemetery E-3, Falls Rd, M10, www.belfastc-
ity.gov.uk/citycemetery. Complete with bell and cast 
iron fountains, this Victorian cemetery was opened in 
1869 as Bel fast’s first cross-denominational burial 
ground. In 1916 sections were set aside for the city’s 
Jewish community and the burial of deceased sailors and 
soldiers. The war connections continue with a monument 
to those killed in the 1941 Belfast Bli tz and a Memorial 
Cross in honour of locals killed in action in WW2. The 
cemetery is the city’s largest with around 250,000 buri-
als and, curiously, a sunken wall dividing Protestant and 
Catholic plots. Many of Belfast’s prominent figures from 
its industrial, religious and poli tical past are buried here 
including Viscount Pirrie, former Lord Mayor and controller 
of Harland & Wolff shipyard during Titanic, Sir Edward Har-
land, former MP, Mayor and one of the shipyard’s founders 
and Daniel Joseph Jaffe, a linen merchant and builder of 
Belfast’s first synagogue. Former Belfast Lord Mayor Tom 
Hartley is an expert historian on the cemetery and runs 
occasional tours. Find out more at An Culturlann.

Milltown Cemetery E-3, 546 Falls Rd, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9061 3972. This 1872 Roman Catholic cemetery 
is a must-see in anyone’s modern history tour of Belfast. 
I ts entrance features a Victorian Romanesque gateway 
and large Cel tic cross adorned wi th Biblical scenes. 
Inside, the Republic Plot has several high-profile IRA 
graves, including 1981 hunger striker Bobby Sands, and 
Mairéad Farrell, killed by the SAS in Gibral tar in 1988. A 
vast expanse of green space is the unmarked burial si te 
of over 80,000 victims of the 1918 pandemic flu. 

West Belfast Taxi Association (TaxiTrax Tours) 
B-1, Castle Junction, King St. (behind CastleCourt), 
tel. (+44) (0)28 9031 5777, www.wbta.net. These 
London-style Black Hackney cabs arrived in West Belfast 
at the height of the Troubles and provided an invaluable 
hop-on, hop-off service when regular schedules were 
severely disrupted. Though the Troubles are a thing of 
the past, the black taxis remain and are very much a part 
of the local community. Driven and guided by a native in 
the know, TaxiTrax offer Wall Murals, Historical, Poli tical 
and Belfast Landmarks Tours. City centre hotel pick-ups 
can be arranged to ensure a hassle-free adventure. Q 
90min Belfast City tours. Prices on request. 

Upper Springfield Urban Art Project E-3, Top of 
the Rock, 685 Springfield Rd, tel. (+44) (0)28 9023 
6677. While Belfast city centre’s large-scale public art 
dominates the creative landscape, in the West commu-
nities are unleashing their inner muses and developing 
some truly unique and personal pieces. And what started 
li fe as a project to revitalise the area has now become 
an unwitting tourist attraction. Residents and ar tists 
have come together to produce over eighty works of art 
reflecting the area’s stories and citizens. Historical and 
contemporary experiences, local heroes and a sheer 
pride in where they live has inspired the work and cre-
ated a public art trail that draws visitors from across the 
world. Two free maps help you navigate your way through 
these, and many more, works of art. Pick them up at An 
Culturlann or the Belfast Welcome Centre. 

Shankill Road F-2. M11 The Shankill dates back to the 
Stone Age and is Belfast’s oldest settlement. Shankill Road was 
named in 1831 after the Gaelic Sean Cill meaning Old Church. 
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Since the onset of the Troubles in 1971, many Nationalist 
(Catholic) and Loyalist (Protestant) communities through-
out Northern Ireland have been divided by Peace Walls. 
These large stone and steel constructions were designed 
to protect neighbourhoods from sporadic attacks and 
retain a sense of peace and protection. Of the city’s 
walls, West Belfast’s sections are the most visited. You 
can cross from one side to the other via access roads at 
Lanark Way (E/F-2) and Northumberland Street (A-1). 
And the best place to photograph newly-erected artwork 
- and add your dawbs to the walls - is along Cupar Way, 
off Lanark Way. These roads close in times of heightened 
tension, which may well be the case during the summer 
marching season. Otherwise, it’s safe - nay positively 
encouraged - to make the trip to Belfast’s biggest, and 
most infamous, outdoor art gallery.

Peace Walls

Today it is a bustling street with shops, snack stops and the 
Shankill Memorial Garden. Take a couple of hours to explore 
its Peace Walls and murals resplendent with Union Jacks and 
tributes to the Royal Family. One mural of note, beside the Rex 
Bar, depicts Unionist MP Edward Carson leading the signing of 
the 1912 Ulster Covenant which opposed Irish Home Rule. 

Spectrum Centre F-2, 331 Shankill Rd, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9050 4555. Opened in 2001, the Spectrum Centre is a 
community-lead arts and culture project and a handy stop if 
you’re looking for information about the Shankill Road. If you 
want to leave your mark on the Peace Line, start at this landmark 
red brick and glass building, cross the Shankill Road and head 
straight across to Northumberland Street. A km-long section of 
the great divide will soon come into view. Happy scribbling. 
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Beatties A-1, 220 Shankill Rd, M11, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9024 0273. Born in 1962, this enduring local leg-
end has served many’s a punter with some of the finest 
fish and chips in town. Fresh catches of cod, whiting and 
scampi arrive daily from the Co. Down village of Portavo-
gie and are cooked on site. And traditional homemade 
pasties, belly busting burgers and large fries (Ulster, not 
French) keep the hungry hordes coming back for more. 
Slip into church pew booths and admire the gallery of 
Belfast photos as you feast like a Shankill native (no city 
centre prices here). Authentic, unpretentious and great 
value - Beatties is undoubtedly the real deal. QOpen 
11:30 - 19:00, Sat 11:30 - 18:00. Closed Sun. £. S

Northern Culture off A-1, 195 Shankill Rd, M11, 
tel. (+44) (0)28 9033 2806. A table and bookshelf 
crammed with tourist info - particularly of the local area 
and Ulster Scots heritage - provide plenty of reading 
material for all you history-hungry visitors. And the walls 
abound with framed poems, prose and pics depicting 
Belfast and NI past and present. Digest the lot at the 
comfy sofa area as you tuck into a gourmet sandwich, 
homemade soup or stew followed by tea, coffee and trad 
traybakes... ideal sustenance for your onward Shankill 
sojourn. Prints and souvenirs are also available to buy, and 
local tours can be arranged.QOpen 10:00 - 19:00. GC

Shankill Eats

Love Belfast? Love Dublin.
dublin.inyourpocket.com

Belfast's first Northern 
Irish and Ulster-Scots 

culture cafe
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With acres of beautiful scenery and fabulous attractions, 
here’s the best this wee nook has to offer. Small enough to 
explore in a day or two, it’s time to hit the open road and 
see for yourself. TIC = Tourist Information Centre.

Causeway Coast & Glens tel. (+44) (0)28 7032 
7720, www.causewaycoastandglens.com. Regarded 
as one of the world’s great coastal roads, the Causeway 
Coastal Route is an absolute must for any visitor to Ireland. 
The journey is extensively signposted from Belfast; follow 
the M5 before veering off to begin your coastal hug, passing 
Carrickfergus’s magnificent Norman Castle and detouring 
into pretty Islandmagee. The Route continues its dramatic 
journey edging the Irish Sea and taking in charming places 
such as Glenarm, Cushendun and the breathtaking Torr 
Head. A further detour through the Glens of Antrim unveils 
emerald hills, rushing waterfalls and woodland walks. The 
world famous Giant’s Causeway, Carrick-a-Rede Rope Bridge, 
Bushmills Distillery and Dunluce Castle make a mighty four-
some along the North Antrim Coast. Stop for tea at Portrush 
or Portstewart then continue to Limavady’s beautiful Roe 
Valley before arriving  at vibrant Derry city. 

Derry J-2. Derry Visitor and Convention Bureau, tel. 
(+44) (0)28 7137 7577, www.derryvisitor.com. 
Derry, Londonderry, the Maiden City... call it what you will, 
NI’s multi-monikered second city is a must-see. Compact 
enough to explore on foot yet crammed with history and 
culture, Derry is Ireland’s most complete walled city and 
the ideal base from which to explore the North Coast, Sper-
rins and Co. Donegal. Numerous tours leave no historical 
stone unturned in a city that’s experienced more than its 
fair share of turmoil. The Tower Museum (tel. 7137 2411) 
includes permanent exhibitions on Derry’s history and 

Spanish Armada ship La Trinidad Valencera which sank off 
the Donegal coast in 1588 and lay undiscovered until 1971. 
Around the city there are plenty of shops, restaurants, and 
contemporary and traditional bars for all wage brackets 
and age ranges. And the hotel, B&B and hostel scene is 
flourishing like never before. 

Fermanagh Lakelands I-4, Fermanagh TIC, Wel-
lington Rd, Enniskillen, tel. (+44) (0)28 6632 3110, 
www.fermanaghlakelands.com. NI’s most tranquil county 
is a stunning landscape of silvery lakes, green fields and 
verdant forests. Bustling Enniskillen is the perfect place to 
drop anchor before, during or after navigating the magnifi-
cent lakelands or Erne-Shannon waterway. Try to see the 
pretty town of Belleek - famous for its pottery, Marble Arch 
Caves - complete with glistening stalactites and cascading 
waterfalls, and Castle Coole - an 18th Century mansion set 
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in a landscaped park and owned by the National Trust. We’re 
merely dipping our toes into Fermanagh’s lakeland setting 
so, to find out more about this amazing waterworld, ask for 
the region’s tourism brochures at Enniskillen’s TIC. 

Lisburn City L-3,  Lisburn TIC, 15 Lisburn Square, 
tel. (+44) (0)28 9266 0038, www.visitlisburn.com. 
Situated 10 miles south of Belfast, Lisburn was granted 
City Status in 2002 and is regarded as NI’s fastest grow-
ing metropolis. The city has  some of NI’s best retail hubs, 
with fashionable Lisburn Square, epic Bow Street Mall and 
out-of-town Sprucefield Shopping Centre positively urging 
you to unleash those credit cards. The 17th Century Historic 
Quarter’s landmark building, the Irish Linen Centre & Lisburn 
Museum, has interactive exhibitions on the Irish linen indus-
try and local history, and a very popular cafe and gift shop. 
The Island Arts Centre is a state-of-the-art cultural hub 
fronted by a water jet and sculpture trail. And the revamped 
Castle Gardens is a pretty, elevated park with several 
historic features and a great city view. Place a bet at Down 
Royal Racecourse, enjoy a tipple at the Hilden Brewery and 
pet cute animals and stay overnight at Brookhall Historical 
Farm and Cottages. Find out more about city events, and 
the nearby villages of  Hillsborough and Moira, at the very 
friendly Lisburn and Hillsborough TICs.

Mourne Country L-4, Newcastle TIC, 10-14 Central 
Promenade, tel. (+44) (0)28 4372 2222, www.arma-
ghanddown.com. NI’s main mountain range may not be 
the Rockies, but what it lacks in stature it makes up for 
in picture-postcard beauty. The Mournes extend from the 
seaside town of Newcastle in the north to the quaint village 
of Rostrevor in the south. Man-made stone walls criss-cross 
green fields as Slieve Donard (NI’s highest mountain) looks 
down from its 849m granite peak. Designated an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty, the Mournes are in line to be-
come NI’s first National Park. Newcastle is the area’s main 
urban attraction, and the inspiration behind songwriter Percy 
French’s Where The Mountains of Mourne Sweep Down 
To The Sea (ask nicely, and a local may sing you a snippit).  
Long the summer destination of local holidaymakers, 
the town moves seamlessly from the sublime to the 
silly with the magnificent Slieve Donard Hotel & Spa, 
gleaming new promenade and Royal County Down Golf 
Club wi thin eyesight of brassy amusement arcades 
and chintzy B&Bs. Don’t miss nearby Silent Valley and 
Spelga Dam  reservoirs set amid stunning scenery -  
and Castlewellan and Tollymore Forest Parks. Coast-
al towns and villages Ardglass, Dundrum, Annalong  
and Kilkeel combine to create a beautiful coastal journey 
that makes you realise quite what a wonderful country 
this is. 

Sperrins J-2, Sperrins Tourism, tel. (+44) (0)28 8674 
7700, www.SperrinsTourism.com. Stunningly bleak and 
stretching 64 miles, the Sperrins are often overshadowed 
by the Mournes and Causeway Coast. But it’s this aspect 
of uncharted territory that makes a visit such a memorable 
experience. A rolling Irish wilderness reveals cycling, water 
sports, horse riding and even micro-light flying. More sedate 
souls can indulge in a spot of walking, angling and golf, or 
take the four signposted scenic driving routes, each covering 
50-90 mile circular drives via market towns, manor homes 
and verdant wooded glens. Pick up handy maps at any TIC 
or order a copy from Sperrins Tourism.

Armagh City K-4, Armagh TIC, 40 English St, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 3752 1800, www.visitarmagh.com. The skyline of 
Ireland’s ecclesiastical capital is dominated by the spires of 
St. Patrick’s Church of Ireland and Catholic Cathedrals - both 

with strong St. Patrick connections. Armagh retains strong 
religious links and is also a city of historical monuments, 
museums and heritage sites. Striking Georgian buildings 
overlook the emerald green Mall and winding streets reveal 
cute cafes, one-off shops and some great restaurants. 
Find out more about the Palace Stables, St. Patrick’s Trian, 
Navan Fort, Museum, Planetarium and other Orchard County 
attractions at the TIC.

Ards Peninsula L/M-3 Ards TIC, 31 Regent St, New-
townards, Co. Down, tel. (+44) (0)28 9182 6846, www.
ards-council.gov.uk. Stretching from the market town of 
Newtownards and separating the shores of Strangford Lough 
and the Irish Sea, this gently undulating landscape is a scenic 
mix of pretty villages, rugged seascapes and unspoilt coast-
line. Drive the lough-hugging Portaferry Rd from N’ards, stop-
ping at magnificent Mountstewart House and Gardens and 
the historic village of Greyabbey with its namesake Cistercian 
ruin, cute antique shops and home-cooking cafes, then take  
the short ferry trip from Portaferry to Strangford. Or discover  
the other side of the Peninsula with its traditional seaside  
stops such as Donaghadee and Millisle, and quirky Ballycope-
land Windmill. And, west of the Lough, Comber town is equally 
pretty, and home to Castle Espie Wetland Centre. Find out lots  
more at Ards TIC or (seasonally) Portaferry TIC.

North Down Bangor TIC L-3, 34 Quay St, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9127 0069, www.northdowntourism. Stretching 
along the Belfast Lough shoreline, and spreading across 
50sq miles, North Down’s outdoor highlights include sandy 
beaches, country parks, quaint villages and historic sites. 
Bangor is the area’s main town and Holywood its stylish 
smaller sibling. Both are within easy reach of Belfast - with 
Bangor 12miles away and Holywood just six miles. Home to 
one of Ireland’s largest and Blue Flag Award-winning marinas, 
Pickie Family Fun Park and an abundance of seafront hotels 
and B&Bs, Bangor is a haven for sailors and daytrippers 
in search of some seaside japes. The town’s North Down 
Heritage Centre features the history of the town (Bangor 
is one of only four Irish places on the 13th Century Mappa 
Mundi map), the life of Irish songwriter Percy French and 
a programme of year-round events and exhibitions. When 
you’re in the area, the small village of Groomsport is also 
worth a detour, with its charming seaside setting and Cockle 
Row thatched fishermen’s houses. 

Rathlin Island K/L-1, Causeway Coast & Glens Tour-
ism, tel. (+44) (0)28 7032 7720, www.causewaycoa-
standglens.com. Overnighting on NI’s only inhabited island 
holds more than a touch of the Robinson Crusoes about it. 
Stretching seven miles from tip to tip, its distinct L-shape lies 
just six miles from Ballycastle and 15 miles from Scotland’s 
Mull of Kintyre. Rathlin Island Ferry Ltd. operates several daily 
crossings connecting the island with Ballycastle. Sailing time 
is 20mins on the new catamaran and 45mins on the ferry 
(tourist cars not permitted). Rathlin’s population of around 
80 residents is significantly swelled from May-August when 
tens of thousands of seabirds perch on its craggy cliffs. 
The RSPB’s Seabird Centre at the West Lighthouse (free, 
donations welcome) is the perfect spot for that bird’s-eye 
view. Waymarked Trails to the seal colony on the eastern 
tip is another must-do. And you can delve into the island’s 
precarious past at the Rathlin Boathouse Visitor Centre 
(open daily May-Aug, free). An 8th Century Viking pillage, 
16th Century massacre, Marconi’s first commercial wireless 
telegraphy link in 1898 and Richard Branson’s 1987 trans-
Atlantic balloon crossing splashdown all dominate Rathlin’s 
historic timeline. If you’re staying for the night, check out 
the harbourside Manor House or a small selection of other 
accommodation options.

Peadar O Donnells & Gweedore Bar J-2 59-63 
Waterloo St, tel. (+44) (0)28 7137 2318, www.
peadars-gweedorebar.com. Crammed with locals, 
tourists and trad pub ephemera, these adjoining bars 
are undoubtedly Derry’s most lively down-home drinking 
and live music dens. Peadar’s is all about traditional Irish 
music, while The Gweedore attracts indie kids, Goths 
and rockers keen to shake their thang or adopt an air of 
sophisticated disaffection against the crashing backdrop 
of live and loud sounds. Upstairs the nightclub plays the 
latest tunes for those who fancy a bit of an unpretentious 
boogie. Nights out don’t get much better than this.

Eat, drink and be Derry
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price (check ahead to confirm) which means you usually 
don’t need to worry about spending over the odds. 
Friendly, knowledgeable and experienced drivers, comfort-
able luxury coaches and tour guides on a selection of trips 
ensure a memorable day out. Plan carefully and you could 
end up seeing a lot more of NI - even in a small space of 
time - that you ever thought possible. We maybe be small 
in space but we definitely pack a scenic punch. Meet fel-
low travellers and rub shoulders with the locals on these 
informal, comprehensive and really enjoyable trips.  
QAdul t £12-32.50, Senior Ci ti zen £9.50-31, Child 
£5-16.50. Family tickets available on certain trips. 

Eyes on Northern Ireland Tours tel. +44(0)7737 
298032 (09:00-20:00), www.eyesonni.com. From 
historical walking tours of Lisburn and Hillsborough to 
daytrips encompassing NI’s most spectacular scenery, 
this new tour company has the country covered. Explore 
the tranquil Fermanagh Lakelands, majestic Strangford 
and Mournes and iconic Causeway Coast in a spacious 
MPV. Or arrange a tailor-made tour to suit your taste and 
budget - perfect for friends or corporate groups. Tours 
(09:30-c.18:30) pick up and drop off at your Belfast or 
Lisburn base and include detailed commentary from 
well-versed guides, light refreshments and entrance fees 
to tourist attractions en route. And the fur ther afield 
Fermanagh Lakelands Tour features a ‘Pick and Mix’ op-
tion so you don’t miss your favourite sights. Transfers 
from Belfast International, Belfast City and Dublin 
airports can also be arranged to whisk you in style to 
(and from) any NI location. Having worked and travelled in 
over 80 countries, travel writer and tourism professional 
Ed certainly knows his stuff. And his love and knowledge 
of NI is as enlightening as it is infectious. Find out lots 
more online, and get in touch to arrange a hassle-free 
exploration of NI’s most stunning landscapes. Q Full/
half day tours £49/23pp. Walking Tours: Lisburn Full/Half 
Day £43/23pp, Hillsborough (2hrs) £6pp. Prices based 
on 4 people sharing.

Kingdom of Mourne Coach Tours Travel Ireland 
Coach Tours Ltd, 491 Antrim Rd, tel. (+44) (0)28 9077 
2180, www.travelirelandcoachtours.com. The magical 
Mourne Mountains make for one of the country’s most 
delightful daytrips, and this local tour company can take 
you there in style. From Belfast, the ultra modern air-con 
coach heads to Downpatrick where you’ll visit the burial 
place of St. Patrick and historic Down County Gaol. Prison 
break over, the coach then wends its way to Newcastle 
where you have an hour or so to explore this bustling 
seaside town with its myriad of cafes, shops, amusement 
arcades and, of course, sandy beach and dramatic moun-
tain backdrop. The coach then travels through the pretty 
seaside towns of Rostrevor and Warrenpoint before dipping 
across the border and into the picturesque, loughshore 
town of Carlingford. After another hour or two exploring 
its sights, shops and Santa’s Official Irish Cottage, it’s 
back on-board for the relaxing journey home. QAdult £25, 
Child £17.50, Student £22, Conc. £18, 2+2 £75. Pick up 
at Jurys Inn (10:15) and Belfast Welcome Centre (10:30). 
Return to Belfast around 18:00.

Ulsterbus Tours The Travel Centre, Europa Buscen-
tre, Gt. Victoria St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9033 7004, www.
ulsterbustours.com. 
If you like what you’ve read in our Northern Ireland High-
lights & Hidden Gems section (and why wouldn’t you?) 
and want to explore more without having to hire a car 
and sat nav yourself round the country, then these day 
tours are a great, value-for-money and hassle-free way 
to see the sights. 
Six themes - Cruises & Boat Trips, Scenery, Events, 
Family Days Out, Shopping and (Oct & Nov) Murder 
Mystery Evenings - cover all six counties, and some also 
travel as far as Sligo, Dublin and Donegal. 
Over thir ty i tineraries range from a cruise across to 
Rathlin Island, daytrip to Derry, drive around Donegal’s 
dramatic Inishowen Peninsula and meander through the 
stunning Sperrin Mountains. The ever-popular Antrim 
Coast and Giant’s Causeway are also on the map, as 
are the stand-out scenic highlights of Co. Down and the 
Mourne Country. 
Entrance fees and, on some trips, lunch are included in the 
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K-4, 49 Dinnahorra Rd, Markethill, Co. Armagh, 
tel. (+44) (0)28 3755 1248/07710 599247, 
www.gosfordkarting.com. Unleash your inner 
Irvine at this purpose-built outdoor tarmac track in 
the heart of County Armagh. Providing full-throttle 
action for frustrated Fisichellas and budding Buttons, 
Gosford is a great alternative for adrenalin-fuelled 
daytrippers. It may not be Monaco, but what the 
location lacks in glam, it more than makes up for 
with Grand Prix packages to suit petrolheads of all 
ages and abilities. Get a group together and race 
your own Full or Mini Grand Prix, or put the pedal to 
the metal and pit your driving skills against the clock 
in your very own practice session. Corporates, hens, 
stags or anyone wanting to experience a day out 
with a difference should give the Gosford guys a call.  
GRAND PRIX PRICES: Grand Prix - Full - £25/30, 
Groups 8-30. Al l dr ivers get practice session, 
four quali fying heats and quarter final. Best 8-10 
drivers go through to semi finals. Best 4-5 drivers 
compete in 12 lap final. PRACTICE SESSIONS: 
15/30mins £10/20. Racing suits, gloves and helmets 
supplied. Full track tuition. Karts fully serviced and in 
excellent condition. Members of the National Karting 
Association. Separate kar ts available for children, 
adults and Grand Prix. Min. height 4ft 8ins. Snack 
shop available.

Gosford Karting
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Belfast’s city centre provides a healthy mix of high street 
names and one-off outlets. The main shopping areas are 
Donegall Place and Royal Avenue facing the City Hall, radial 
streets off Cornmarket (off Royal Ave) and, heading south, the 
Lisburn Road. The city centre’s shopping malls are Victoria 
Square off Cornmarket and CastleCourt on Royal Avenue. If 
you want to explore smaller city centre outlets and craft shops, 
check out Spires Mall, the Fountain Centre and Smithfield 
Market. Queen’s Arcade also houses some fine jewellery, gift 
and bespoke clothing shops. For eclectic antiques and curios, 
head down Donegall Pass.

Shopping malls
CastleCourt B/C-1, Royal Ave, tel. (+44) (0)28 9023 
4591, www.westfield.com/castlecourt. This huge 
reflective glass building takes up a sizeable stretch of Royal 
Avenue, Belfast’s main shopping drag, and brings together 
high street names, a food court and market-style stalls all 
under one handy rainproof roof. Debenhams, Gap and New 
Look head up the fashion faves, and other well-known retailers 
include Laura Ashley, Principles, Exhibit and the Early Learning 
Centre. There’s a cute children’s play area for hyper kids and 
their weary parents, car-shaped buggies free to hire and, 
for adult drivers, a multi-storey car park looms large at the 
back.  QOpen 09:00 - 21:00, Mon, Tue 09:00 - 19:00, Sat 
09:00 - 18:00, Sun 13:00 - 18:00. 

Smithfield Market C-1, behind CastleCourt. Long the 
home to specialist and second hand shops, the ‘new’ Smith-
field Market was completed in 1986 after the old Victorian 
market was bombed in the ‘70s. Step inside and explore wee 
units brimming with all manner of paraphernalia from comics to 
collectibles, army surplus to Irish souvenirs and cafes to camp-
ing equipment. It’s a bit dingy, but that’s all part of its charm.
 QOpen Mon-Sat 09:00 - 17:00.

Spires Mall B-2, Church House, Wellington St, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9032 2284, www.spiresbelfast.co.uk. Spires Mall 
occupies the ground floor of Church House, HQ of the Presby-
terian Church in Ireland. Built in 1905 and refurbished in 1992, 
this dark brick colossus features an ornately carved exterior 
and 40m-high belfry where twelve bells chime the hours and 
play the occasional hymn. The Mall houses Spires Cafe and a 
small, yet perfectly formed, selection of upmarket shops and 
one-off boutiques. QOpen 09:00 - 17:00, Thu 09:00 - 21:00. 
Closed Sun. 

Victoria Square C-2, www.victoriasquare.com. Belfast’s 
latest landmark building spans a substantial strip of Chichester 
Street, has several pedestrian access points and boasts 
a House of Fraser signature store and big glass dome with 
viewing gallery. Over 90 more shops - including Cruise, Coast, 
Build A Bear and Urban Outfitters - an 8-screen Odeon cinema, 
restaurants, cafes, bars, salon and basement parking complete 
your wallet-emptying expedition. QOpen 09:00 - 21:00, Mon, 
Tue 09:00 - 19:00, Sat 09:00 - 18:00, Sun 13:00 - 18:00. 

Gifts & Souvenirs
Avoca C-2, 41 Arthur St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9027 9950, www.
avoca.ie. This Irish style icon has arrived in the retail space that 
once housed Habitat. The resemblances are familiar, but what 
Avoca does so well is pull together a distinct blend of unique 
designer styles, gifts and accessories and mix it with fabulous 
Food Hall treats and cafe delights. The boho set has well and truly 
found it, and red and white Avoca bags are swinging on arms all 
across the city. QOpen 09:30 - 18:00, Thu 09:30 - 20:00, Sun 
12:00 - 18:00. 

Carroll’s Irish Gifts C-1, 2-6 Castle Place, tel. (+44) (0)28 
9023 8899, www.carrollsirishgifts.com. Irish paraphernalia, 
traditional gifts and other green-gilded goodies are available 
at this new city centre souvenir store. Part of the Ireland-wide 
chain, Carrolls stocks enough big-name products - from clothing 
to collectables and chocolates to CDs - to keep the folks back 
home happy. QOpen 09:30 - 19:00, Thu 09:30 - 20:00, Fri, Sat 
09:30 - 19:30, Sun 10:00 - 18:30. 

Fairtrade Inspires B-2, Spires Mall, Great Victoria St, 
tel. (+44) (0)28 9031 9122. Fairly traded and organically 
sourced clothes, gifts, food and accessories abound at this 
‘not for profit’ emporium. Friendly staff can fill you in on the 
shop’s Fair Trade origins and their ‘trade plus a little aid’ maxim. 
Buying here helps families and communities with their basic 
daily needs such as food, housing, clothing, education and 
medical care, and ensures workers who make the product 
aren’t exploited. You can then skip out knowing your purchase 
has contributed, in some small way, to making the world a 
little better. And check out their second, smaller unit in Spires 
dedicated to children’s and babies clothes, toys and other good-
ies. The organic cotton garments are strongly recommended 
by the medical profession for sensitive and allergy prone skin, 
making this shop well worth a visit for these hard to find, unique 
products. We especially love the organic cotton babygros with 
‘WIND FARM’, ‘STOP THE WHALING’ and many other thoughtful 
motifs. QOpen Mon-Sat 09:30-17:00, Fri, 10:00 - 17:30.

Learning Space B-2, 11a Fountain Centre, College St, 
tel. (+44) (0)28 9031 9360, www.learningspaceni.
co.uk. Treat the small ones to presents with an educa-
tional oomph at this award-winning store. An imaginative 
- and often unique - range of carefully selected books, toys, 
accessories and software encourages creative play and 
stimulates awareness of the world around them. Literacy, 
language, the arts and personal development are among 
the many topics covered - and there’s no doubting the 
friendly staff know their stuff. Get the kids involved in the 
shop’s Saturday Activities Interactive Zone where they can 
enjoy  different activities and tr out new toys - nice work if 
you can get it! QOpen 09:00 - 18:00, Thu 09:00 - 19:00. 
Closed Sun. J GC
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C-1, 65 Royal Ave, tel. (+44) (0)28 9024 2232, 
simpson.brothers@btclick.com. T-shir ts, shille-
laghs, knitwear, dolls and all manner of linen treats 
abound in Belfast’s biggest souvenir shop. Titanic 
enthusiasts can pick up some ship-shape souvenirs 
and Guinness devotees will love their range of stout-
inspired goodies. Find it opposite CastleCourt. QOpen 
Mon-Sat 10:00 - 17:30, Sun 12:00 - 17:00.. GC

Smyth’s Irish Linens

 The N.Ireland
telephone code is +28
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C-1, 44-46 High St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9024 3550, www.
thewickerman.co.uk. Showcasing and selling the work of 
over 150 Irish artists and craftspeople, this treasure trove 
of a shop is an absolute must for all you quality-conscious 
souvenir hunters. Perfumes, marble, pewter and pottery sit 
alongside paintings, jewellery and many other smaller items 
- with all price ranges covered. Each month a different art-
ist’s work is featured in the small gallery space and window 
display, and the bodhrans (Irish drums - pronounced borons) 
suspended from the ceiling make quite the feature.
The shop itself comes with an interesting pedigree; it was 
once the site of the Ulster Overcoat Company, manufacturers 
of the heavy caped coat made famous by Sherlock Holmes. 
The original building was destroyed during the Belfast Blitz 
and, following WW2, the resulting wasteland was used to 
display one of Hitler’s touring armoured Mercedes. Engage in 
convivial chat with owners Peter and Laurence about these 
stories... and the legend of the Wicker Man from which the 
shop gets its name.QOpen Mon-Sat 09:00 - 18:00, Thurs 
until 21:00, Sun 11:00 - 17:30. GC

The Wicker Man

accepted here

be original!  buy original!
The Craft & Design Collective has created an
innovative focal point for the commissioning,
exhibition, promotion and sale of Craft, Applied Art
and Design, owned, managed and staffed by
Artist/Designer/Makers themselves.

Shop 
Gallery

Exhibition Area

Further Information
T: +44 (0)28 9032 9342
E: info@craftanddesigncollective.com
W: craftanddesigncollective.com

Space CRAFT
9b The Fountain Centre
College Street
Belfast
BT1 6ET

Opening Hours
Monday to Saturday
10.30am to 5.30pm

GO UP THAT ESCALATOR!
craft & design collectiveRaising the Profile of Craft, Applied Art & Design
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B-2, 9b The Fountain Centre, College St, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9032 9342, www.craftanddesigncollective.
com. The Craft & Design Collective has brought together 
Artist/Designer/Makers from across NI to create this inno-
vative shop/gallery/exhibition area right in the city centre. 
Head up the Fountain Centre’s escalator and indulge in a 
dazzling choice of handmade pieces you’ll find nowhere 
else in town. From the modest to the more luxurious, and 
featuring everything from ceramics to stylish jewellery, 
fashion and interior accessories, Space CRAFT provides a 
relaxing alternative to the high street mêlée... and gives you 
the opportunity to support local Artist/Designer/Makers. 
QOpen 10:30 - 17:30. Closed Sun. J

Space CRAFT

D-2, 12 East Bridge St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9043 
5704, www.belfastcity.gov.uk/markets. As gas-
tro tourism goes, St. George’s City Food & Garden 
Market (Sat, 09:00 - 15:00) is about as tasty as 
they come, and an absolute must on any epicurean’s 
shopping list. Regarded as one of the UK’s finest food 
markets, St. George’s has around 250 stalls selling 
an eclectic range of local and organic produce from 
fresh fish to wild boar and smelly cheeses to Armagh 
apples. A market has existed on this site since 1604, 
and the elegant Victorian red brick and glass structure 
you see today is the culmination of a £4.3m renova-
tion project. Inside, the cavernous space has a vibe 
about i t that’s unique to the city. Locals mingle with 
tourists as live music plays and traders display their 
tantalising wares. The best way to savour a couple 
of hours at this colourful smorgasbord is to get your 
maw round some great tasting international cuisine, 
from Spanish tapas to Mexican dishes. On Fridays, 
food gives way to the Variety Market (06:00-13:00) 
which, as the name suggests, is crammed with all 
manner of antiques, bric-a-brac, clothes and curios. 
Sift carefully and you might uncover a thing of rare 
beauty and value. This is where the real locals shop, 
and a visi t gives you an insight into the shopping 
habits of some of the city’s most colourful characters. 
Totally unpretentious and wor th an early morning 
potter before the high street stores open their doors. 
A free shuttle bus runs every 20mins between the 
city centre (outside Boots, Donegall Place or HMV, 
Castle Place) and the Market. Dep. Fri from 08:00; 
Sat from 09:00.QJK

St. George’s Market

Food
Sawers B-2, Fountain Centre, 7a College St, tel. 
(+44) (0)28 9032 2021, www.sawersbelfast.com. 
This Aladdin‘s Cave of local and global epicurean treats 
has been part of Belfast‘s food scene for over one hun-
dred years. Its mind-boggling selection runs well into the 
1000s, with a multitude of marinaded olives and seafood, 
artisan cheeses and chocolates, and a replete charcuterie 
tempting all you lovers of gourmet cuisine. Grab some tasty 
souvenirs, enjoy locally produced eats or order one of their 
gorgeous bespoke hampers. On weekends, owner Kieran 
can often be found cooking up wild boar burgers and other 
exotic fast food delights outside the shop. Ditch the diet 
and indulge in this delicious feast. QOpen 09:00 - 17:00. 
Closed Sun. J

Ring of Thanksgiving poses by the Lagan
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Fashion

This great little East Belfast thoroughfare is sprinkled with 
stylish boutiques, aspirational accessories and award-
winning hair salons. Vintage clothes store Raspberry Beret 
and cool gift emporium Cocoon Yourself are among our 
faves. The shopping strip is also renowned for its cafe so-
ciety vibe - including the groovylicious Totally Mojo, a mere 
shimmy across the Newtownards Road and not far from the 
CS Lewis statue and a handful of nearby art galleries. Grab 
a taxi or hop on Metro Bus No. 4 (beside City Hall, Donegall 
Sq. West) and get shopping.

East Belfast’s Bloomfield Avenue

If your idea of retail heaven is exploring some great inde-
pendent shops, a stroll down South Belfast’s Lisburn Road 
is an absolute must. Undoubtedly the most affluent retail 
area outside the city centre, this Queen’s Quarter stretch is 
the spiritual home for designer boutiques, art galleries and 
home accessories. Bespoke baby gifts, melt-in-the-mouth 
chocolates and relaxing day spas are all there for the asking. 
And there’s also a grande assortment of cafes, bars and 
restaurants to ensure your shopping onslaught is enhanced 
by fine food, gourmet gifts and the occasional cocktail. Give 
yourself a few hours to fully explore the strip, then waft back 
to your boudoir armed with tissue-wrapped treats and be-
ribboned bags a la Sex and the City. You go girl!

Shopping on the Lisburn Road

C-1, 19-21 Lombard St, tel. (+44) (0)28 9043 7745. 
Refreshingly original and totally kitsch, this one-of-a-kind 
boutique is only a stone’s throw away from busy Royal 
Avenue. Beautiful dresses, gorgeous accessories and 
fabulous shoes adorn every available space in this award-
winning store. Independent labels at high street prices 
make Liberty Blue a real stand-out in Belfast’s burgeoning 
shopping scene.QOpen Mon-Fri 10:00 - 17:30, Thu 10:00 
- 20:30, Sat 10:00 - 18:00.

Liberty Blue

Beauty
Advanced Waxing Clinic B-4, 46 Botanic Ave, tel. 
(+44) (0)28 9023 9279. Before heading out, treat yourself 
to a body makeover at this well-located beauty salon. 
Manicures, pedicures, nail extensions, eyelash and eyebrow 
tinting take care of the finer details. And ear piercing, make-
up, waxing and a turn on the sunbed complete the groomed 
look. Guys and gals welcome.  QOpen Tues-Fri 10:00-
20:00, Sat 10:00-15:00. 

Adult shopping
Bliss and Mr. Bliss B-1, 1 Smithfield St, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9024 4988, www.blissplaythings.com. Bay trees 
straddle the entrance to this strictly over-18s shop with an 
eye-watering array of sexy treats and a pole dancing centre-
piece. The Hen Night section has a dazzling assortment of 
goodies, and romantic couples could do worse than acquire 
a set of his ’n’ hers candy suspender belt and posing pouch. 
Upstairs Mr Bliss caters for gay men.QOpen Mon, Tue 10:00 
- 19:00, Wed, Sat 10:00 - 18:00, Thu, Fri 10:00 - 21:00, Sun 
13:00 - 18-00. 

19-21 Lombard Street, Belfast
Tel. +44 28 9043 7745      
www.libertyblue.co.uk
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Airlines
All airlines are based at Belfast International Airport 
(IA) or George Best Belfast City Airport (GB). For 
airport details see Arriving (p.6). 
Aer Arann (GB) tel. 0800 5872324, www.aerarann.
com. Cork
Aer Lingus (IA) tel. 0870 8765000 www.aerlingus.
com. Barcelona, Faro, Lanzarote (Arrecife), London Heathrow, 
Malaga, Milan Malpensa, Munich, Paris Charles De Gaulle, 
Rome Leonardo Da Vinci, Tenerife
Bmi (GB) tel. 0870 6070 555, www.flybmi.com. London 
Heathrow
Bmi Baby (IA) tel. 08702 642229, www.bmibaby.
com. Birmingham, Cardiff, Nottingham East Midlands, 
Manchester, Prague
Continental (IA) tel. 0845 607 6760, www.continen-
tal.com/uk. New York (Newark). 
EasyJet (IA) tel. 0871 244 2366, www.easyjet.com. 
Alicante, Amsterdam, Barcelona, Bristol, Edinburgh, Faro, 
Geneva, Glasgow, Ibiza, Krakow, Liverpool, London Gatwick, 
London Luton, London Stansted, Malaga, Newcastle, Nice, 
Palma Majorca, Paris Charles de Gaulle
Flybe(GB) tel. 0871 700 0535, www.flybe.com. Aberdeen, 
Birmingham, Cardiff, Dundee, Edinburgh, Exeter, Glasgow, Inverness, 
Jersey, Leeds/Bradford, London Gatwick, Manchester, Newcastle, 
Robin Hood Doncaster, Sheffield, Rennes, Southampton, Isle of Man/
Blackpool.
flyglobespan.com (IA) tel. 08705 561 522. Orlando 
Sanford, Toronto (Hamilton)
Jet2.com (IA) tel. 0871 226 1 737, www.jet2.com. 
Blackpool, Chambery, Dubrovnik, Ibiza, Jersey, Leeds 
Bradford, Mahon, Murcia, Newquay, Palma Majorca, Pisa, 
Toulouse, Tenerife
Manx2 (GB/IA) www.manx2.com. Isle of Man.
Ryanair (GB) tel. 0035312497791, www.ryanair.
com. East Midlands, Glasgow (Prestwick), Liverpool, London 
Stansted, Bristol.

Car rental
Car hire desks also at both airports. 
Avis B-3, 69 Great Victoria St, tel. 0870 606 0100, 
www.avis.co.uk. 
Budget B-3, Norwood House, 96-102 Great Victoria St,  
tel. (+44) (0)28 9045 1111, www.budget.ie. 
Enterprise off A-5, Unit 1, Boucher Crescent, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9066 6767, www.enterprise.com. 
National Europcar B-3, 90-92 Grosvenor Rd, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9032 5520, www.europcar.co.uk.
Hertz Belfast International Airport, tel. (+44) (0)28 9442 
2533, www.hertz.co.uk (no city centre branches).

Car parking
Approx. 1300 on-street city centre parking meters charge £1 
per hour in increments of 25p per 15mins. Pay by coin or credit/
debit card. If that doesn’t work, call the phone number written 
on the meter and take a note of the meter number. Check street 
signs to ensure you don’t overstay your welcome, as many 
spaces are restricted by time. And don’t even think about not 
paying and displaying, as the streets are swarming with red-
jacketed traffic wardens keen to bag their next prey. Car parks 
are many, vary in price (from the OK to the eye-watering) and 
marked with prominent blue and white NCP or P signs.

Belfast by Bus
Metro is the name for Belfast’s bus service.
Metro Day Tickets - Explore Belfast in your own way 
with these hop-on hop-off day tickets. 
£3.50: unlimited daily use on Metro network Mon - 
Sat.
£2.70 Mon - Sat after 09:30 or all day Sun (purchase 
10:00 - 15:00 Mon - Sat and all day Sun).
Child fares half price. Metro Day Tickets valid for travel on 
day of purchase only and cannot be transferred.

Belfast – Dublin Airport - Dublin City, tel. (+44) 
(0)28 9066 6630, www.translink.co.uk. Ulsterbus 
Goldline Service No: 200 operates between Europa 
Buscentre and Dublin Airport on the hour, every hour. 
Tickets: Single £12.15 (€14), Return £17.40 (€20). 
These promotional fares may be withdrawn at any 
time - call Translink on 9066 6630, www.translink.
co.uk for more details.

Northern Ireland by train
Run by Translink, NI Railways operates a rail network 
across the province serving the following routes:
Bangor line – Bangor – Belfast
Larne line – Larne Harbour to Belfast
Derry line – Derry – Coleraine – Belfast
Portadown line – Newry – Portadown – Belfast
Dublin line - Belfast - Portadown - Newry - Dundalk 
- Drogheda - Dublin (Enterprise Train). See Arriving 
for more info (p.6). 

Sunday Day Tracker
Unlimited Sunday travel on all NI scheduled train 
services (£8/£4). No time restrictions apply.

Freedom of Northern Ireland Tickets
1 Day (£15), 3 out of 8 Day (£36) and 7 Day (£55) 
tickets are available from main bus and rail stations, 
offering unlimited travel on all scheduled bus and rail 
services within NI. 1 Day Freedom of NI tickets can also 
be purchased on board the bus or train.

NI Rambler Services
Translink operate a number of services to promote tour-
ism in rural areas. These are ideal for tourists and locals 
who want to explore some of NI’s most spectacular 
scenery by foot. Rambler services set down and pick up 
at key locations, and service main bus stations. Tickets 
can be purchased from the driver.

Year-round
Antrim Coaster (Service No 252)
Kilkeel Rambler (Service No 407)
Sperrin Rambler (Service No 403)
Seasonal
Causeway Rambler (Service No 402)
Mourne Rambler (Service No 405)
South Down Rambler (Service No 408)

Sunday Rambler Ticket
Unlimited Sunday travel on all scheduled Ulsterbus 
services within NI (£7.50/3.75). Must be purchased, 
and the outward journey made, before 15:00. Available 
from the driver.

Public Transport

www.inyourpocket.com

Burlesque dancers, swing bands, hair and make-up 
makeovers and a huge selection of fabulous vintage 
goodies - Northern Ireland’s Premier Vintage Fair, and 
the only event of its kind in the province, Frock Around 
The Clock, always comes up with something quirky to 
entertain visitors.
So it’s no wonder the event has turned into quite the 
day out for all concerned, with many punters even 
dressing up in their vintage finery to peruse the retro 
clothes, jewellery, records, homewares and acces-
sories for sale.
There’s also a good selection of items handmade from 
vintage textiles, which make great pressies, plus lots 
more oldies but goodies from the 1800s to 1980s 
to see.
Taking place four times a year, the next fair is on Sun 29 
Nov in the Holiday Inn, Ormeau Ave, Belfast (opposite 
the BBC) from 11:00 - 16:30. Tickets (at door) £5, 
conc. £3.50, accompanied U-16 free. It’ll be your last 
chance to experience it before 2010, when it returns on 
7 Feb, 9 May, 12 Sept and 21 Nov.
With more than 40 sellers under one roof, plus entertain-
ment and music, it’s one of the most fashionably fun 
experiences you can have with your (vintage) clothes on. 
Sellers on display include the organisers, Decadence 
Vintage, with its range of dahling hats. Check out www.
northernirelandvintage.com for full details.

Frock Around the Clock



£2.70*

£3.50

Anywhere on theMetro
network after 9.30am
anyoneday,Monday to
Saturday or all day
Sunday

Anywhere, anytime
on theMetro
network, any one
day,Monday to
Saturday

Pick up yourMetroDay Ticket from thedriver
*Available for purchase between 9.30am and 3pm Monday to Saturday

and all day Sunday
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DAY TICKET
For wherever life takes you today
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Academy St.  C-1
Adelaide St.  C-2/3
Agincourt Ave.  C/D-5
Albert Sq.  C/D-1
Albion St.  B-3
Alfred St.  C-2/3
Amelia St.  B-2
Ann St.  C-2
Ann St.  C-2, D-1
Annadale Embankment C/D-5
Apsley St.  C-3
Arthur St.  C-2
Ashborne Mews C-3
Ashleigh Ave.  A-5
Balfour Ave.  D-4
Bank St.  C-1
Bankmore St.  C-3
Bedford St.  C-2/3
Berry St.  C-1
Blythe St.  B-3 
Botanic Ave.  B/C-4
Bradbury Pl.  B-4
Bridge End D-1
Bridge St.  C-1
Bruce St.  B-3 
Brunswick St.  B-2
Callender St.  C-2
Camden St.  B-4
Carmel St.  C-5
Castle Lane C-2
Castle Pl C-1/2
Castle Pl.  C-1/2
Castle St.  B/C-2
Chapel Lane B-1
Charlotte St.  C-3
Chichester St.  C-2
Claremont St.  B-4
Clarence St.  C-3

Colenso Parade B/C-5
College Gdns.  B-5
College Park Ave.  C-5
College Pk.  C-4
College Sq.  B-2
College St.  B-2
Cooke St.  D-4
Cornmarket C-2
Corporation St.  C-1
Cromac St.  C-3, D-2
Cromwell Rd.  C-4
Cullingtree Rd.  A-2
Distillery St.  A-3
Divis St.  A-1
Donegall Pass C-3
Donegall Pl.  C-2
Donegall Quay D-1
Donegall Rd.  A/B-4
Donegall Sq. East C-2
Donegall Sq. North C-2
Donegall Sq. South C-2
Donegall Sq. West C-2
Donegall St.  C-1
Dublin Rd.  B/C-3
Dunbar Link.  C-1
Dunluce Ave.  A-4
Durham St.  B-2
East Bridge St.  D-2
Eglantine Ave.  A/B-5
Elgin St.  D-5
Elm St.  C-3
Elmwood Ave.  B-4
Erin Way C-3
Falls Rd.  A-1/2
Fitzroy Ave.  C/D-4
Fitzwilliam St.  B-4
Fountain St.  C-2
Franklin St.  C-2

Glengall St B-2
Gloucester St.  C-2
Gordon St.  C-1
Grace St.  C-2
Gresham St.  B-1
Grosvenor Rd.  A-2, B-2
Gt. Victoria St.  B-3
Hamill St.  B-2
Hamilton St.  C-2
Hardcastle St.  C-3
Haymarket C-1
High St.  C-1
Hill St.  C-1
Hope St.  B-3
Howard St.  B/C-2
Howard St. South C-3
India St.  C-4
Ireton St.  C-4
James St. South C-2
Joy St.  C-2/3
Jubilee Rd.  A-4
King St.  B-1
Lagan Bridge D-1
Lindsay St.  C-3
Linenhall St.  C-2/3
Linfield Rd.  B-3
Lisburn Rd.  A-5, B-4
Little May St.  C-2
Lombard St.  C-1
Lower Crescent B-4
Malone Ave.  A-5
Malone Rd.  B-5
Marcus Ward St.  C-3
Maryville St.  C-3
May St.  C/D-2
McAuley St.  D-3
McClintock St.  C-2/3
McClure St.  C-4

Millfield B-1
Montgomery St.  C-2
Mount Charles B-4
Murray St.  B-2
North St.  B/C-1
Northumberland St.  A-1
Ormeau Ave.  C-3
Ormeau Bridge D-5
Ormeau Embankment 
D-3/4/5
Ormeau Rd.  C-3, D-4, D-5
Oxford St.  D-2
Peter’s Hill B-1
Pottinger’s Entry C-1
Queen Elizabeth Bridge D-1
Queen St.  B-2
Queen’s Arcade C-2
Queen’s Bridge D-1
Queen’s Quay D-1
Queen’s Sq.  C/D-1
River Terrace D-3/4
Rosemary St.  C-1
Royal Ave.  C-1
Rugby Ave.  C/D-4
Rugby Rd.  C-4/5
Russell St.  C-2
Salisbury St.  C-3
Sandy Row B-3
Servia St.  A-2
Shaftesbury Ave.  D-4
Shaftesbury Sq.  B-3
Shankill Rd.  A-1
Station St. Flyover D-1
Stewart St.  D-3
Stranmillis Embankment 
C/D-5
Stranmillis Rd.  B-5
Sussex Pl.  C-2

Talbot St.  C-1
Tates Ave.  A-5
The Gasworks D-3
Tomb St.  D-1
Ulsterville Ave.  A-4
University Ave.  C/D-4
University Rd.  B-4/5
University Sq.  B-4
University St.  B/C-4
Upper Arthur St.  C-2
Upper Crescent.  B-4
Upper Library St.  B-1
Upper Queen St.  B-2 
Ventry St.  B-3
Vernon St.  C-4
Victoria St C-1, D-2
Waring St.  C-1
Wellesley Ave.  A/B-5
Wellington Pk.  A/B-5
Wellington Pl.  B/C-2
Wellington St.  B/C-2
Wellwood St.  B-3 
Westlink A-2/3, B-1
William St. South C-2
Windsor Ave.  A-5
Wolsley St.  C-4
York St.  C-1

NB: Isle of Man Ferry 
Terminal moved to Stena 
Line Terminal (G-2) and 
Stena Line Terminal now 
above Norfolk Line Ferries 
(aka Norse Merchant 
Ferries G-1).
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2Taps 34

A City Abode 27

Aldens 32

All Seasons 26

AM:PM 39

An Old Rectory 24

Arizona Espresso Co. 36

Arnie’s Backpackers 28

Ash-Rowan Town House 24

Bar Bacca 39

Barking Dog 35

Beatrice Kennedy 32

Beech Tree Internet Café 38

Belfast Blitz  

Memorial Plaque 47

Belfast City Hall 47

Belfast Palace Hostel 28

Belfast Print Workshop 52

Belfast & Titanic Interactive 

Trail 21

Bookfinders 36

Botanic Inn 40

Bourbon 32

Brights 35, 38

Café Conor 35

Café Renoir 35

Café Vaudeville 39

Caffè Nero 36

Cayenne 32

Clements 37

Club Mono 43

Coco 32

Coffee Yard and Yard Gallery 38

Common Grounds 35

Copper Moon 63

Crescent Townhouse 23

Crown Liquor Saloon 40

Cutters River Grill & Bar 39

Days Hotel 23

Deanes 32

Deanes Deli 35

Delaneys 35

Divis & Black Mountain 52

Dubarrys 44

Duke of York 40

Dundonald Old Mill Coffee 

House & Gift Shop 38

Emerald House 26

Empire 43

Europa Hotel 22

Express by Holiday Inn 24

Falls Road 58

Fitzwilliam Hotel 22

Foo Kin Express 31

Garrick 40

George Best’s House 48

Ginger Bistro 33

Gingeroot 31

Ginger Tree 29

Grapevine 35

Harbour View 29

Harland & Wolff Cranes 48

Hill Street Brasserie 33

Indie Spice 31

Irene and Nans 39

James Street South 33

Jurys Inn 24

Kremlin 44

Lagan Weir 50

La Lea 43

Laverys 43

Lee Garden 31

Limo Bus 46

Lisnacurran Country House 27

Made In Belfast 35

Malone Lodge Hotel 23

Marine Guest House 25

McHughs 43

Megabite 38

Merchant Hotel 22

Molly’s Yard 33

Morrisons 39

Mourne Seafood Bar 34

Mr. JDs New  

Titanic Restaurant 38

Mynt 44

Nick’s Warehouse 33

No. 27 Talbot Street 33

Odyssey 18

Old Moat Inn 38

Olive Tree Company 36

Oscars Champagne Café 36

Porterhouse 33

Premier Inn 24

Premier Inn,  

Cathedral Quarter 24

Premier Inn Lisburn 27

Printers Cafe Bar 36

Queen’s University 50

Radisson SAS 22

Ramada Encore 24

RBG 29

Rockies 39

Royal Courts of Justice and 

Laganside Courts 50

Sakura 29

Sawers 65

Shu 33

Sinclair Seaman’s Church 51

Smyth & Gibson 37

Somerton House 26

Spaniard 40

Speranza2 34

Spires Restaurant & Coffee 

Shop 36

St George’s Parish Church 51

St. Malachy's Roman Catholic 

Church 51

St. Peter’s Roman Catholic 

Cathedral 50

Sun Kee 31

SurfCityCafé 38

Swantons Gourmet Foods 36

Tedfords 34

Ten Square 22

TGI Friday’s 29

Tony Roma's 29

Totally Mojo 36

Transport House 50

Travelodge 24

Urban Soul 36

Vagabonds 28

Van Morrison's House 50

Water Margin 31

West Belfast  

Taxi Association 59

World Peace Cafe 37

Yummy Sandwiches 37

Zen 30
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